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PREFACE. 


A  PERIOD  of  fifteen  months  of  the  life  of  Nelson  is  illos- 
trated  by  bis  Correspondence  in  tbis  Volume ;  and  as  bis 
career  approacbed  its  close,  bis  Letters  increased  in 
interest  and  importance. 

'Tbese  Letters  extend  from  May  1804  to  July  1805, 
during  tbe  wbole  of  wbicb  time  be  was  Commander- 
in-Cbief  in  tbe  Mediterranean,  watcbing  tbe  French 
Squadron  in  Toulon,  until  it  sailed,  in  April  1805,  to 
tbe  West  Indies,  whither  it  was  pursued  by  Loan  Nelson 
with  a  very  inferior  force. 

Besides  showing  Nelson's  unabated  energy,  bis  un- 
wearied attention  to  tbe  minutest  details  of  bis  Com- 
mand, bis  constant  regard  for  tbe  comfort  of  tbe  Crews 
of  bis  Ships,  as  to  their  provisions  and  clothing ;  bis  con- 
tinual efforts  to  prevent  any  waste  of  stores,  and  tbe 
Government  from  being  imposed  upon  by  Contractors, 
tbe  most  remarkable  parts  of  bis  Letters  in  1804  are, 
perhaps,   those   relating  to  Yice-Admiral    La   Touche 

Tr^ville,  tbe  Commander-in-Chief  of  tbe  French  Squadron 
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IV  PREFACE. 

in  Toulon,  whose  premature  death,  according  to  Monsieur 
Thiers,  was  the  principal  cause  of  England's  not  having 
been  invaded! — ^to  the  refusal  of  Artillery  OflScers  em- 
barked on  board  of  Bombs  to  submit  to  Naval  disci- 
pline, which  led  to  the  formation  of  the  Corps  of  Royal 
Marine  Artillery — ^those  to  the  Lord  Mayor,  on  receiving 
the  thanks  of  the  Corporation  of  London  for  "  blockad- 
ing Toulon,"  when  he  assured  the  Lord  Mayor,  that 
instead  of  having  "  blockaded"  that  Port,  he  had,  on 
the  contrary,  afforded  the  French  Fleet  every  opportu- 
nity of  putting  to  sea,  and  expressed  his  determina- 
tion not  to  be  separated  in  Thanks  from  the  two 
Admirals  under  bis  orders,  whom  he  considered  to 
have  been  unjustly  neglected  by  the  Corporation — and 
the  Letters  in  which  he  denounced  the  Gibraltar  Priva- 
teers as  a  "  horde  of  sanctioned  robbers,"  whose  piratical 
proceedings  were  "  disgraceful  to  the  character  of  the 
British  Nation." 

His  Letters  respecting  Vice- Admiral  La  Touche  Tr6- 
ville,  are,  however,  so  characteristic,  as  to  justify  parti- 
cular attention  being  drawn  to  them.  On  the  1st  of 
June  1804,  Lord  Nelson  said  he  had  sent  Rear- Admiral 
Sir  Richard  Bickerton  to  another  station ;  and  that  he  was 
himself  close  off  Toulon  with  five  Sail  of  the  Line,  "  in 
hopes  to  tempt  Mr.  La  Touche  out  of  Port."  On  the 
7th,  he  said, "  Do  not  think  I  am  tired  of  watching  Mr. 
La  Touche  Tr^ville.  I  have  now  taken  up  a  method 
of  making  him  angry.  I  have  left  Sir  Richard  Bicker- 
ton,  with  part  of  the  Fleet,  twenty  leagues  from  hence, 
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and,  with  five  of  the  Line,  am  preventing  his  cutting 
capers,  which  he  had  done  for  some  time  past,  off  Cape 
Sicie.  Mr.  La  Touche  has  several  times  hoisted  his  top- 
sail yards  up;  and  on  the  4th  of  June,  we  having  hoisted 
the  Standard  and  saluted,  he  sent  outside  Sepet,  about 
one  mile,  five  Sail  of  the  Line  and  two  Frigates,  and  kept 
tiiree  Sail  and  three  Frigates  with  their  yards  aloft,  him- 
self one  of  them,  and  the  Bear- Admiral  another,  there- 
fore I  did  not  believe  him  in  earnest ;  however,  we  run  as 
near  as  was  proper,  and  brought  to.  They  formed  a 
pretty  line  at  sunset,  and  then  stood  into  the  Harbour. 
A  Ship  of  the  Line  and  Frigate  every  morning  weigh, 
and  stand  between  Sepet  and  La  Malgue.  Some  happy 
day  I  expect  to  see  his  eight  Sail,  which  are  in  the 
Outer  Bead,  come  out;  and  if  he  will  get  abreast  of 
PorqueroUe,  I  will  try  what  stuff  he  is  made  of." 

In  the  afternoon  of  the  14th  of  June,  eight  Ships  of 
the  Line  of  the  Enemy  came  out  of  Toulon,  and  Lord 
Nelsoh,  with  only  five  Sail  of  the  Line,  formed  in  Order 
of  Battle  to  receive  them ;  but  they  returned  into  Fort 
He  attached  no  importance  to  this  proceeding;  and 
writing,  on  the  18th  of  June,  merely  said,  ^^  We  are  as 
usual.  The  French  Fleet  safe  in  Toulon;  but  upon  the 
14th,  Monsieur  La  Touche  came  out  with  eight  Sail  of  the 
Line  and  six  Frigates,  cut  a  caper  off  Sepet,  and  went  in 
again.  I  was  off,  with  five  Sail  of  the  Line,  and  brought 
to  for  his  attack,  although  I  did  not  believe  that  any- 
thing was  meruit  serious,  but  merely  a  gasconade." 

It  is  not  difficult,  from  N£LS0ii'6  chivalric  sense  of 
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honour,  and  deep  love  of  truth,  to  understand  the  sur- 
prise and  indignation  with  which  he  read  Vice- Admiral 
La  Touche  Tr6ville's  official  report,  wherein  he  ventured 
to  assert  that,  on  the  14th  of  June,  the  English  Admiral 
"  recalled  his  Ship  and  his  two  Frigates,  which  were 
among  the  Islands,  and  bore  away.  I  pursued  him  until 
night ;  he  ran  to  the  South-East.  In  the  morning,  at 
daylight,  I  saw  no  more  of  him."  The  insult  sank  deep 
in  Nelson's  mind.  To  the  Admiralty  he  merely  said, 
that  "  Although  I  most  certainly  never  thought  of  writing 
a  line  upon  Monsieur  La  Touche's  having  cut  a  caper 
a  few  miles  outside  of  Toulon  on  the  14th  of  June, 
where  he  well  knew  I  could  not  get  at  him  without 
placing  the  Ships  under  the  batteries  which  surround 
that  Fort,  and  that,  had  I  attacked  him  in  that  posi- 
tion, he  could  retire  into  his  secure  nest  whenever  he 
pleased,  yet  as  that  gentleman  has  thought  proper  to 
write  a  letter  stating  that  the  Fleet  under  my  com- 
mand ran  away,  and  that  he  pursued  it,  perhaps  it 
may  be  thought  necessary  for  me  to  say  something, 
but  I  do  assure  you,  Sir,  that  I  know  not  what  to  say, 
except  by  a  flat  contradiction ;  for  if  my  character  is 
not  established  by  this  time  for  not  being  apt  to  run 
away,  it  is  not  worth  my  time  to  attempt  to  put  the 
world  right;"  but  in  his  Frivate  Letters  he  used  the 
most  emphatic  language  on  the  subject.  **  You  will  have 
seen  Monsieur  La  Touche's  letter,''  he  said  to  his  brother, 
"  of  how  he  chased  me,  and  how  I  ran.  I  keep  it; 
and,  by  God^  if  I  take  him,  he  shall  Eat  it ;"  while  to 
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his  friend  Davison,  he  observed,  ^^  I  am  expecting  Mon- 
sieur La  Touche  (as  he  has  wrote  a  letter  that  I  ran 
away)  to  come  out  of  his  nest.  The  whole  history 
was  too  contemptible  for  my  notice,  but  I  have  thought 
it  right,  not  upon  my  own  account,  but  for  the  satis* 
faction  of  the  Admiralty,  &c.  to  send  a  copy  of  the 
Victory's  Log :  for  if  my  character  for  not  running  away, 
is  not  fixed  by  this  time,  it  is  not  worth  my  trouble  to 
put  the  world  right  at  my  time  of  life;  and  if  any 
Englishman  has  believed  for  one  moment  the  story,  I 
may,  to  my  friend,  say,  without  fear  of  being  thought 
arrogant,  that  they  do  not  deserve  to  have  me  serve 
them;  but  I  have  kept  Monsieur  La  Touche's  letter; 
and  if  I  take  him,  I  shall  either  never  see  him,  or,  if 
I  do,  make  him  eat  his  letter.  Perhaps  sovereign  con- 
tempt is  the  best."  Similar  expressions  occur  in  many 
other  letters ;  but  as  the  French  Admiral  died  early  in 
August  following,  the  meeting  never  took  place,  and  the 
command  of  the  French  Squadron  was  given  to  Yice- 
Admiral  Villeneuve. 

In  August  1804,  Lord  Nelson's  state  of  health  obliged 
him  to  apply  for  leave  to  go  to  England,  which  reached 
him  in  December;  but  the  War  with  Spain,  and  the 
great  probability  that  the  Enemy  would  put  to  sea, 
induced  him  to  remain,  and  he  kept  the  authority  to 
give  up  his  Command  a  profound  secret.  At  this  period 
his  feelings  were  greatly  mortified  by  his  Command  being 
divided,  and  the  Ships  off  Cadiz  formed  into  a  separate 
Squadron,  under  Vice- Admiral  Sir  John  Orde,  his  senior 
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Alexandria,  on  the  19th  of  February,  that  he  biew  the 
French  fleet  was  in  Tonlon. 

Towards  the  end  of  Uaroh,  the  Squadron  went  to 
Sardinia;  and  on  the  4th  of  April,  the  day  afiter  Lobd 
N1L8OH  Bailed  from  Pula  Boada,  in  the  Golf  of  Cagllari, 
he  received  information  that  the  French  had  quitted 
Toolon  in  the  night  of  the  Slat  of  Mardi,  when  he 
used  erery  effort  to  get  to  the  Westward,  snpposing  that 
they  intended  to  make  the  Island  of  Galita. 

Our  Annals  afford  no  instance  in  which  a  man  was 
more  entirely  devoted  to  the  eervioe  of  his  Coontty, 
than  NsLBON  during  his  pursuit  of  the  French  Fleet 
in  1805.  It  was  well  said,  soon  after  the  erent,  that 
"  in  this  part  of  his  ^orions  career  of  Fnblic  duty,  this 
was  perhi^  the  most  glorious;"  and  that  "  few  great 
characters  in  our  History  were  capable  of  adopting, 
and  none  have  ever  put  so  great  and  noble  a  measure 
into  ezecntion.'"  IVom  the  moment  he  heard  of  the 
departure  of  the  Frendi  Squadron  from  Toulcm,  until 
it  was  beyond  his  reach,  the  ardour  of  pursuit,  the 
aspirations  of  valour,  the  responsibilities  of  command, 
the  eager  desire  to  meet  the  Enemy,  and  the  bitterness 
of  his  disappointment  at  having  missed  them,  are  power- 
fully descnbed  in  his  Letters.  No  one  can  read  these 
genuine  expressions  of  his  feelings  witiiout  emotion ;  and 
to  Officers  they  are  animating  examples  in  their  career 
of  professional  fame.    While  ignonmt  of  the  destiDatitHi 
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of  the  Enemy,  Nelson  said,  '^  I  have  nothing  to  wish 
for  but  to  meet  them" — "  I  am,  in  truth,  half  dead ;  but 
what  man  can  do  to  find  them  out,  shall  be  done;" 
^^  I  can  neither  eat,  drink,  or  sleep.  It  cannot  last  long 
what  I  feel" — "  Under  the  severe  afBiction  which  I  feel 
at  the  escape  of  the  French  Fleet." — Impeded  by  a  foul 
wind,  he  said,  ^^  My  good  fortune  seems  flown  away. 
I  cannot  get  a  fair  wind,  or  even  a  side  wind.  Dead 
foul!— dead  foul!  ...  I  believe  this  ill  luck  will  go  near 
to  kill  me."  Yet  even  when  his  mind  was  thus  a  prey 
to  care  and  anxiety,  his  usual  goodness  of  heart  dis- 
played itself  in  kind  feelings  and  good  offices. 

He  learnt,  at  last,  that  the  Enemy  had  passed  the 
Straits.  To  follow  them,  "  either  to  the  West  Indies,  or 
to  the  Antipodes,"  was  to  Nelson  a  simple  act  of  duty. 
Accordingly,  on  the  11th  of  May  1805,  he  pursued,  with 
only  ten  Sail  of  the  Line,  the  Combined  Fleet  com- 
posed of  eighteen ;  and  all  he  thought  it  necessary  to 
say  to  his  dearest  friend  of  the  immense  responsibility 
he  incurred,  or  of  the  risk  which  so  great  a  disparity  of 
force  involved,  was,  "  My  lot  is  cast,  and  I  am  going  to 
the  West  Indies,  where,  although  I  am  late,  yet  chance 
may  have  given  them  a  bad  passage,  and  me  a  good 
one :  I  must  hope  the  best."  He  certainly  need  not  have 
supposed  that  the  world  would  (as  he  seems  to  think  the 
Admiralty  might)  ^^  imagine  he  was  on  a  party  of  plea- 
sure, running  after  eighteen  Sail  of  the  Line  with  ten,  and 
that  to  the  West  Indies.*'  During  his  voyage  he  drew 
up  a  Flan  of  Attack,  remarkable  alike  for  its  terseness, 
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and  for  its  great  professional  traths.  ^^  The  business  of 
an  English  Commander-in-Chief/'  was,  he  said,  ^^  first 
to  bring  an  Enemy's  Fleet  to  Battle,  on  the  most 
advantageous  tenns  to  himself,  (I  mean  that  of  lay- 
ing his  Ships  close  on  board  the  Enemy,  as  expedi- 
tiously as  possible;)  and  secondly,  to  continue  them 
there,  without  sq>arating,  until  the  business  is  de- 
cided." .  ..."  If  the  two  Fleets  are  both  willing  to 
fight,  but  little  manoeuyring  is  necessary;  the  less  the 

better; — ^a  day  is  soon  lost  in  that  business." 

"  Signals  from  these  moments  are  useless,  when  every 
man  is  disposed  to  do  his  duty.  The  great  object  is 
for  us  to  support  each  other,  and  to  keep  close  to  the 
Enemy,  and  to  leeward  of  him.  If  the  Enemy  are 
running  away,  then  the  only  signals  necessary  will  be 
to  engage  the  Enemy  as  arriving  up  with  them."  On 
the  success  of  his  Flan  depended,  he  tnily  added,  "  not 
only  the  honour  and  glory  of  our  Country,  but  possibly 
its  safety,  and  with  it,  that  of  all  Europe,  from  French 
tyranny  and  oppression." 

On  the  4th  of  June,  the  Squadron  arrived  at  Bar- 
badoes,  and  finding  it  to  be  the  general  opinion  that  the 
Enemy  intended  to  attack  Tobago  and  Trinidad,  and 
being  informed  by  General  Brerdton  that  they  had 
passed  St.  Lucia  in  the  night  of  the  28th  of  May,  he 
accepted  Lieutenant-General  Sir  William  Myers's  offer 
to  embark  two  thousand  troops  for  the  relief  of  those 
Islands,  and  sailed  on  the  following  day,  in  the  full  con- 
fidence of  a  Battle.     "  I  hope,"  he  observed,  "  that  my 
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next  letter  will  be  worth  all  I  liaye  hitherto  wrote." 
On  approaching  Tobago  the  Squadron  prepared  for 
Battle,  but  the  Enemy  were  not  there;  and  a  Vessel 
haying,  by  mistake,  made  the  signal  for  their  being 
at  Trinidad,  LoED  Nelson  hastened  thither.  He  was, 
however,  agun  disappointed;  for  the  Combined  Fleet 
had  never  been  off  St.  Lucia,  but  had  gone  to  Mar- 
tinique, whence  they  returned  to  Europe.  Informa- 
tion of  the  arrival  of  the  Enemy  at  Martinique  reached 
Lord  Nelson  on  the  8th  of  June;  the  troops  were 
disembarked  at  Antigua;  and  in  the  forenoon  of  the 
13th,  the  Squadron  was  on  its  way  towards  the  Straits 
of  Gibraltar. 

Lord  Nelson's  vexation  at  having  been  misled  by 
General  Brereton's  report,  was  unbounded.  To  the 
Duke  of  Clarence  he  said — "  Your  Boyal  Highness  will 
easily  conceive  the  misery  I  am  feeling  at  having  hitherto 
missed  the  French  Fleet.  •  .  •  But  for  that  false  informa- 
tion, I  should  have  been  off  Fort  Boyal  as  they  were 
putting  to  sea,  and  our  Battle,  most  probably,  would 
have  been  fought  on  the  spot  where  the  brave  Bodney 
beat  De  Grasse."  In  his  other  Letters,  which  are  nearly 
filled  with  the  subject,  he  said — ^^  I  have  no  reason  to 
blame  Dame  Fortune :  if  either  General  Brereton  could 
not  have  wrote,  or  his  look-out  man  had  been  blind, 
nothing  could  have  prevented  my  fighting  them  on  the 
6th  of  June." — ^^  There  would  have  been  no  occasion 
for  opinions,  had  not  General  Brereton  sent  his  d — d 
intelligence  from  St.  Lucia;  nor  would  I  have  received 
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it,  to  hare  acted  by  it,  but  I  was  assured  that  his  in- 
formation was  very  correct.  It  has  almost  broke  my 
heart,  but  I  most  not  despair/' — ^'  I  am,  as  yon  may 
readily  believe,  yery,  very  unhappy  at  not  having  got  at 
the  Enemy:  they  were  missed  by  General  Brereton's 
unlncky  information ;  bnt  I  shall  be  dose  after  them  in 
Europe,  and  when  I  have  housed  them,  I  shall  certainly 
instantly  return  to  England :  I  want  rest." — ^^  Ton  will 
lament  the  unfortunate  intelligence  from  General  Brere* 
ton,  which  led  me  a  wrong  road,  or  June  6th  would  have 
been  a  fighting  day  for  me,  and,  I  trust,  a  glorious  one  for 
our  Country.  However,  I  must  not  despair  of  getting 
up  with  them  before  they  enter  the  Straits." — ^'  Saw 
three  planks,  which  I  think  came  from  the  French  Fleet. 
Very  miserable,  which  is  very  foolish !"  On  reaching 
Cape  Spartel,  he  wrote  in  his  Diary — "  Cape  Spartel 
in  sight,  but  no  French  Fleet,  nor  any  information  about 
them:  how  sorrowful  this  makes  me;  but  I  cannot  help 
myself !"  To  his  friend  Vice- Admiral  CoUingwood,  off 
Cadiz,  he  said — ^^  I  am,  as  you  may  suppose,  miserable 
at  not  having  fallen  in  with  the  Enemy's  Fleet,  and  I 
am  almost  increased  in  sorrow  in  not  finding  them. 
The  name  of  General  Brereton  will  not  soon  be  forgot : 
but  for  his  false  information,  the  Battle  would  have  been 
fought  where  Bodney  fought  his,  on  June  6tb.  I  must 
now  only  hope  that  the  Enemy  have  not  tricked  me, 
and  gone  to  Jamaica.  The  moment  the  Fleet  is  watered, 
and  got  some  refreshments,  of  which  we  are  in  great 
want,  I  shall  come  out  and  make  you  a  visit — ^not,  my 


m  PREFACE. 

dear  friend^  to  take  your  C<Hii]iiiiid  firom  yoa,  (for  I 
may  probaUy  add  mine  to  yon,)  but  to  consok  how 
we  can  best  serve  our  Country,  by  detaching  a  part  of 
this  large  force."* — '^  I  am,  my  dear  Mr.  Marsden,  as 
eomj^etely  miserable  as  my  greatest  enemy  oonld  wish 
me;  bat  I  neither  Uame  fortune,  or  my  own  judgment. 
Oh,  General  Brereton !  General  Brereton !''  But  it  was 
to  his  confidential  friend  Mr.  Davison,  that  he  ex- 
pressed his  feelings  most  fully : — '^  I  am  as  miserable  as 
you  can  conodve.  But  for  General  Brereton's  d-*d 
information.  Nelson  would  have  been,  living  or  dead, 
the  greatest  man  in  his  Profession  that  England  ever 
saw.  Now,  alas!  I  am  nothing — ^perhaps  shall  incur 
censure  for  misfortunes  which  may  happen,  and  have 
happened.  When  I  follow  my  own  head,  I  am,  in  gene- 
ral, much  more  correct  in  my  judgment,  than  following 
the  opinion  of  others.  I  resisted  the  opinion  of  General 
Brereton's  information  till  it  would  have  been  the  height 
of  presumption  to  have  carried  my  disbelief  further. 
I  could  not,  in  the  face  of  Generals  and  Admirals,  go 
N.W.,  when  it  was  apparently  clear  that  the  Enemy 
had  gone  South.     But  I  am  miserable." 

The  Squadron  arrived  at  Gibraltar  on  the  19th  of 
July,  and  the  next  day  Lord  Nelson  went  on  shore, 
which  was,  he  says,  ^^  the  first  time  since  the  1 6th  of 
June,  1803,  and  from  having  my  foot  out  of  the  Victory, 
two  years  wanting  ten  days."  He  sailed  on  the  23rd  of 
July;  and  being  informed  in  the  morning  of  the  25th, 
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that  the  Combined  Fleet  had  been  seen  steering  to  the 
Northward,  he  instantly  bent  his  course  for  Ushant. 

No  other  observations  are  necessary  in  explanation  of 
the  contents  of  this  Volume,  except  to  remark  that  the 
"  Letter-Book"  and  "  Order-Book,"  from  which  so  many 
documents  have  been  taken,  end — ^the  former  on  the  6th 
of  October,  and  the  latter  on  the  15th  of  November, 
1804.  That  there  were  similar  Books  of  a  much  later 
date,  is  certain ;  but  they  have  not  fallen  into  the  Editor's 
hands. 

He  has  the  pleasure  of  being  able  to  add,  that  Lord 
Nelson's  Letters  to  the  first  Earl  Spencer  have  been 
obligingly  communicated  to  him  by  the  present  Earl, 
to  whom  he  begs  leave  to  offer  his  best  thanks  for  so 
valuable  a  contribution.  Those  Letters,  with  numerous 
others  (and  some  of  them  of  the  highest  interest)  that 
reached  him  too  late  for  insertion  in  their  proper  places, 
will  be  found  in  the  Seventh  and  last  Volume,  which 
will  be  published  about  the  beginning  of  April. 

TarringtOH  Square, 

2lst  February,  1846. 
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Of  THK 


LIFE     OF     NELSON, 


FBOM  MAT  1804  TO  JULY  1805. 


•»■ 


XOVTH.  FACTS. 


1 804-  )     Vxci- Abmisal  or  the  Wbitb,  Commanding 

—  May  V        in  Cluef  in  the  Mediterranean,  with  his  Flag 

j         m  the  Victory^  off  Toulon. 

—  —      11th Anchored  at  the  Madalena  Islands. 

—  —      19tb Proceeded  off  Toulon. 

to  )     Off  Toulon.   On  the  14th  of  June,  the  French 

—  July    30th         )         Fleet  came  out,  but  returned  to  Fort 

31st Anchored  in  Palma  Bay,  Sardinia. 

-—    August  7th Suled. 

-«      —       8th....... Anchored  in  Puk  Roads,  in  the  Grulf  of  Cag- 

liari 
»      _     10th Proceeded  off  Toulon. 


to  ) 

rlTth      j 


^    OotoberlTth      '^    Off  Toulon. 

—  —      18th Anchored  at  the  Madalena  Islands. 

_      —      27th Proceeded  off  Toulon. 

-^        •      m^^m      l... Off  Toulon. 

—  December  12th     ) 

-~      —  '   13th Anchored  in  Pula  Roads,  in  the  Gulf  of 

Cagliari. 

—  ^      17th Sailed. 

—  —      18th Anchored  in  Palma  Bay. 

^      -^      19th Proceeded  off  Toulon. 


*^,^      |... Off  Toulon. 
y  11th      ) 


1805- January  nth 

12th Anchored  at  the  Madalena  Islands. 


1805,  eontimud    Vick-Aiuiuai,  or  the  Wbttb. 

—  January  19th Received  infonnation  that  the  Fi^kcb  Fleet 

had  wiled  on  the  18th  from  Touloo,  ud 
immeduteljr  procMded  with  the  Squadron, 
on  the  Eut  side  of  Sardima,  to  the  Southmi 
end  of  that  Idand. 

—  ~       33i)d Sixteen  leagoea  Eut  of  C^te  Carbonara. 

—  —       25th  InlheGnlfofCagliari. 

—  —       29th  Foaaed  the  Faro  of  Mesuna,  and,  snppoMi^ 

that  the  Enemy  had  gone  to  E^ypt,  pro- 
ceeded to  Alexandria. 

—  Febnuuyfith  Off  Alexandria. 

_      —       I2th  OffCandta.    Heariogr  nothing  of  the  FraH^ 

Fleet,  proceeded  back  to  Sardinia. 

—  —        19th  OfTMalta.     Learnt  that  the  French  Fleet  h^ 

returned  to  Toulon. 

—  —        28tll  Anchored  in  Pula  Roads,  Sardinia. 

—  March  4th    After  two  attempts  to  put  to  sea,  sailed  fron 

FuUBoada. 

—  —        7lh    Anchored. 

—  —       Sth    Sailed,  and  anthored  in  Fshna  Bay. 

—  _       9th    Proceeded  off  Toulon. 


I...  Off  Toulon. 


—  2eth 
_     27th    Anchored  in  the  Untfof  Palma. 

—  30th  ' SaUed. 

_     31rt    AnchoTi^  m  Puln  RoadS:  _ 

April  3rd      Sailed.  W 

—  4th     Received  intelligpnce  that  the  Enemy's  Flerf 

was  nt  »et,  Iiavin)^  left  Touiun  un  the  30th 
or  aist  of  filarch.  Proceeded  to  the  M'est- 
wiird,  betWH'n  Galita  and  Sardini*. 

ISlli     OfifToTO.     Loarnt  that  the  French  Fleet  had 

passed  Gibraltar  on  the  Sth,  and  proceaded 
tv>  (iibraltar. 

May  41h     Anoborod  nt  Tetiinn 

—  5lh     Sai!.-.ifn..i.TvlLiat.. 

_      6th     Anoliured  at  GihraltK',  ant!  sail^l  ill  tlie  evening. 

—  Blh    -  - -,--, 

11th  ^,„i,t^]H^BH|^^^HAuti»,  Ii' I'lir'ult  i.r  tlw 


ANALTSia  XXXT 

TBAB.  MOKTH.  PACTS. 

1805,  cantmued   Vicx-ABiamAL  of  thb  White. 

—  June  6th     Off  Tobago. 

—  —     7th     Anchored  in  the  Gulf  of  Paria,  Trinidad. 

—  —     8th    Suled.    Heard  that  the  French   Fleet   had 

arri?ed  at  Martinique  on  the  4th,  and  was 
erroneously  informed  that  it  was  to  sail  for 
'  an  attack  on  Grenada  and  Dominica. 

—  —     9th    In  St  GwjTge^s  Bay,  Grenada. 

—  —    11th    Off  Guadaloupe. 

—  —    12th    Anchored  at  St  John*s,  Antigua ;  disembarked 

the  TtoopRj  and  determined  to  proceed  to- 
wards the  Mediterranean,  belicTing  that  the 
Enemy  had  returned  to  Europe. 

—  —    13th    Sailed  from  Antigua. 

—  July  8th    Off  the  Azores. 

—  —    18th    Off  Ci4>e  Spartel. 

—  —    19th    Anchored  at  Gibraltar. 

—  —    22nd  Sailed  from  Gibraltar,  and  anchored  at  Tetuan. 

—  —    2drd    ^.  SaUed  fitym  Tetoan,  and  having  heard  that  the 

Enemy  had  been  seen  on  the  19th,  steering 
for  the  Northward,  proceeded  for  Ushant. 


LETTERS. 


1804— JCT.45. 

TO  REAR-ADMIRAL  ^R  EDWARD  PELLEVT,  BART.' 
[From  Ckriv  airi  M-Aichv,  xmLfLf.  «i: 

You  haYe  always,  my  dear  Sir  Edwaid,  proved  joaradf  90 
equal  to  command  a  Fleet,  that  it  would  be  a  nn  to  phrr  jom 
in  any  other  situation,  and  my  senrices  are  Terr  ncariy  aft  an 
end;  for,  in  addition  to  other  infirmities,  I  am  nearly  bfind : 
however,  I  hope  to  fight  one  more  Battle.     I  am.  Sec, 

Neuov  AXD  Bnonm. 


TO  J.  B.  GIBERT.  ESQ^  HIS  IIAJESTTS  TICE«<X>XSUU 

BARCELONA. 

[Aotogn^  dmsfai  im  the  potiiioa  of  E«l  Xcboa,  nl  Lrttcr-BMk.: 


Sir,  Tietay,  at  Sea,  IM  Hif  ,  160L 

I  am  mnch  obliged  by  yoor  letto^  of  the  25th  nltimo^ 
respecting  the  Hindostan ;'  but  I  am  afiraid  that  little  of  Tahie 
except  anchors  is  unbumt,and,  therefiire,  that  it  woold  hardly 
answer  the  expense  of  sending  for  Neapolitan  diTars.  How- 
ever, if  any  person  save  any  of  the  eflEects,  I  am  perfectly 
ready  to  albw  them  a  most  lib^al  salvage ;  but,  as  I  said 
before,  unless  it  is  the  people  who  live  in  the  Bay,  and  watch 
the  opportunity  of  fine  weather,  I  much  doubt  if  it  would  pay 
the  expenses  of  the  undertaking.     Captain  Le  Gros  certainly 

*  AfterwanU  Adminl  Viteoaiit  Emontb,  G.C.B.,  vbo  ImI  tlMa  e«ymae4  kn 
dettre  to  serre  under  Lori  Ndson. 

*  Vide  ToL  t.  f,  903. 

VOL.  VU  B 


^^■* 


befliL'iiii  Terr  3L  s  aoc  jsonat  iml  namsi  ur  J^dd  :  mai  I 


Itadeed  n  acL  xz  ^ 


TO  CAPTAIX  S3  W3JJAM  BDUOfS*  3.3L  SJOCP  CHZUKR3. 


Ibring  reoeired  infisnittDao  that  there  are  three  French 
I'matiKiv  rtwo  of  them  Brigs)  who  hare  tjJben  didr  statkxi  off 
TmtMf  for  the  pmpuae  of  intereepdng  andapcmiDg  oar  Trade, 
Ym$  nrif  hertbj  lequired  and  Erected  to  take  Wb  Majea^'s 
Ml/^;|>  named  in  the  nungm*  under  joor  command,  and  pio* 
rittui  imrriMljAtely  in  quest  of  them,  paasing  the  Southwest  end 
tpf  Kurdifiia  in  your  way ;  and  if  the  weather  be  &yourable,  send 
a  \lmi  \uUf  Hu  PicrreSy  in  order  to  obtain  information  respect- 
Ink  i  Uttm,  I  laving  so  done,  you  will  make  the  best  of  your  way 
In  fliK  Ulanil  of  Galtta,  and  rui>  close  round  it,  where  it  is 
It^Mlmliln  you  nmy  fall  in  with  the  said  Privateers.  Should  you 
iiMli  yiMi  will  proceed  inside  the  Cannes,  passing  between 

*  'rii»  Swift.  «  Cameleon. 
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Plane  Island  and  the  Point  of  Porto  Farino^  to  the  Island  of 
Zimbra;  from  which  placei  the  French  Privateers,  last  year, 
made  several  captures  of  our  Ships,  as  mentioned  in  the  Me- 
morandum which  accompanies  this,  to  which,  I  desire  yon 
will  particularly  attend,  in  order  that,  if  possible,  these  Pri- 
vateers may  be  captured  or  destroyed,  stricdy  consistent  with 
the  Neutndity  of  Tunis,  should  you  fall  in  with  them  at  the 
Island  of  Zimbra,  or  near  the  Rocks  called  the  Cannes,  or  in 
fact,  any  way  near  those  places  without  gun-shot  of  the  Bey 
of  Tunis'  forts  or  batteries.  Not  fisdling  in  with  them  at  either 
of  these  places,  you  will  stand  over  to  Pantellaria,  and  from 
thence  to  Maritimo,  where  you  will  make  every  inqiury 
respecting  them,  and  also,  at  TrepanL  In  the  event  of  your 
capturing  these  Privateers  or  any  of  them,  you  will  proceed 
with  them  to  Malta,  giving  particular  directions  that  neither 
the  Captuns  nor  Oncers  of  them  are  to  be  liberated  on  any 
account  whaiever.  After  having  seen  them  in  safety  to  Valetta 
Harbour,  and  completed  your  provisions  and  water,  &c.,  to 
the  usual  time,  (which  is  to  be  done  with  the  utmost  dispatch,) 
you  will  return  and  join  me  without  loss  of  time  on  Rendezvous 
No.  102,  where  you  will  find  me,  or  orders  for  your  further 
proceedings ;  but,  should  you  not  fall  in  with  the  Privateers 
before-mentioned,  or  receive  certain  information  respecting 
them  at  Pantellaria,  Maritimo,  or  Trepani,  you  will  return 
and  join  me  imme^ately  on  the  said  Rendezvous. 

Nelson  akd  Bronte. 


MEMORANDUM  FOR  CAPTAIN  SIR  WILLIAM  BOLTON. 
[Antogrt^  draught,  in  the  poMeuion  of  Earl  Nelson,  and  Order-Book.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  3rd  May,  1804. 

In  looking  for  these  Privateers  mentioned  in  my  order  of 
this  date,  I  would  recommend,  if  the  wind  is  favourable,  send- 
ing a.Boat  into  St«  Pierres,  South-West  end  of  Sardinia,  for 
infimnation,  as  last  year  that  was  their  place  of  great  resort ; 
but  it  is  possible  they  may  lay  under  the  Isle  of  Vache  or 
Toro,  and  keep  people  on  the  top  to  give  them  information. 

From  St  Pierres,  or  Toro,  I  would  advise  making  Galita, 
running  dose  round  it.    This  Island  I  do  not  consider  as 
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belonging  to  any  State  whicli  can  give  it  Neutrality.  From 
thence,  passing  under  the  Cannes,  and  either  pass  between 
Plane  Island,  and  the  Point  of  Porto  Farino,  or  outside  of  it, 
steer  for  the  Islands  of  Zimbra,  from  vrhich  place  last  year  one 
of  these  Captains  of  French  Privateers  made  captures  of  our 
Ships  passing,  using  the  Tunbian  flag,  and  dressing  their 
men  with  turbans  &c. ;  and  on  representing  the  capture  to  the 
Bey  of  Tunis,  his  answer  was,  that  the  Islands  of  Zimbra  were 
Rocks  in  the  sea,  from  which  the  English  might  look  out,  as 
well  as  the  French,  but  that  Prises  must  not  be  taken  within 
gun-shot  of  his  Coast  It  is  therefore  evident  that  the  Bey 
did  not  consider  tlie  Zimbras  as  part  of  hb  Coast,  and  there* 
fore  that  you  may  take  Vessels  close  to  Zimbra,  and  you  may 
do  the  same  close  to  the  Rocks  called  Cannes,  which  are 
several  miles  firom  the  shore ;  but  you  will  be  very  careful  not 
to  infringe  the  Neutrality  of  Tunis,  by  making  captures 
within  cannon  shot  of  the  shore. 

Should  you  gdn  no  information  of  the  Privateers,  you  will 
stand  over  to  Pantellaria,  and  from  thence  to  Maritimo,  in- 
quiring at  those  places,  and  Trepani,for  information;  and  not 
being  able  to  get  such  informatiop  as  may  lead  you  to  suppose 
it  in  your  power  to  get  at  them,  you  will  return  and  join  me. 

I  would  recommend  disgtiising  both  the  Brigs  from  the 
moment  of  separation,  and  I  rely  upon  your  exertions  in 
getting  hold  of  these  gentry ;  and  if  you  do,  take  them  to 
Malta,  and  take  care  the  Captains  and  OfBcei^  of  the  Priva^ 
teers  are  not  liberated  upon  any  account. 


TO  THE  RIGHT  HONOURABLE  LORD  HOBART,  SECRETARY  OF 
STATE  FOR  THE  WAR  DEPARTMENT. 

[Autogr^h,  in  the  Colonial  Office.] 

Victory,  Hay  3id,  1801. 

My  dear  Lord, 
In  addition  to  what  I  have  formerly  said  about  Sardinia,  I 
have  only  to  add,  that  such  b  its  present  state,  that  an  otkr 
will  generally  be  made  of  it  to  the  French,  if  we  will  not  take 
it,  by  treaty,  or  some  other  way;  for  under  the  present 
Government  the  Inhabitants  do  not  wish  to  live.    Having,  in 
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former  letters,  stated  its  immense  importance,  I  only  now 
presume  to  bring  the  subject  forward  to  your  Lordship's  most 
serious  ccmsideration.  The  question  is  not,  shall  the  King  of 
Sardinia  keejp  it  ?  that  is  out  of  the  question ;  he  cannot,  for 
aoy  length  of  time.  If  France  possesses  it,  Sicily  is  not  safe 
an  hour;  and  the  passage  to  the  Levant  is  completely  blocked 
up.  Pardon  me,  my  Lord,  for  bringing  this  important  subject 
again  before  you :  but  I  really  think  that  I  should  not  do  my 
duty  to  my  Country  if  I  did  not.    I  am,  &&, 

Nelson  and  Bbonte. 


TO  J.  B.  GIBERT,  ESQ^  HIS  MAJESTY'S  VICE-CONSUL, 

BARCELONA. 

;  [Letter  BooL] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  3rd  May,  1804. 

Sir, 
In  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  1st  instant,  I  herewith 
enclose  you  a  list  of  the  late  Swift  Cutter's  crew,  received  by 
his  Majesty's  Ship  Juno,  and  Cameleon  Sloop.*  I  am  happy 
to  find  tliat  our  two  Countries  still  continue  in  amity,  though 
I  have  yery  much  to  complain  of  the  limited  supplies  of  bul- 
locks and  firesh  beef  at  Rosas,  as  contrary  to  the  subsisting 
treaties  between  them,  and  request  you  will  ofiicially  mention 
this  to  his  Excellency,  the  Captain  General  at  Barcelona.    I 

am,  with  much  respect,  &c. 

Nelson  and  BaoirrE. 


TO  LADY  HAMILTON, 
[i^rom  «  Lord  Nelson's  Letters  to  Lady  Hamilton)"  toI.  ii.  p.  37.] 

Victory,  May  5tli,  ISai. 

I  find,  my  dearest  Emma,  that  your  picture  is  very  much 
admired  by  the  French  Consul  at  Barcelona ;  and  that  he  has 
not  sent  it  to  be  admired — which,  I  am  sure,  it  would  be — by 
Buonaparte.    They  pretend,  that  there  were  three  pictures 

*  On  the  3id  of  May  1804,  Ldrd  Nelson  signed  an  acknowledgment  to  have 
reeeived  from  J.  B.Gibert,Esq.,  his  Britannic  Mojesty's  Vice-Consul  at  Barcelona, 
by  the  Jano  and  Cameleon,  BIr.  Isaac  Watson,  Master,  the  Gunner,  Boatswain^ 
and  fifteen  Seamen,  late  belonging  to  the  Swift  Cutter.— Xef/crr-J^oDAr. 
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taken*  I  wish  I  had  them ;  bat  they  are  all  gcme,  as  iire- 
trievably  as  the  dispatches — unless  we  may  read  them  in  a 
book,  as  we  printed  their  correspondence  firom  Egypt.*  Bat, 
from  us,  what  can  they  find  oat?  That  I  love  yoa  most 
dearly;  and  hate  the  French  most  damnably.  Dr.  Scott 
went  to  Barcelona,  to  dry  to  get  the  private  letters ;  but,  I 
fimcy,  they  are  all  gone  to  Pari&  The  Swedish  and  American 
CoE»als  told  him,  that  the  French  Consal  had  jcm  jnctore, 
and  read  your  letters ;  and,  the  Doctor  thinks^  one  of  them 
probably  read  the  letters.  By  the  Master's  account  of  the 
Cutter,  I  would  not  have  trusted  a  pair  of  old  shoes  in  her. 
He  tells  me,  she  did  not  sail,  but  was  a  good  Sea-boat 

I  hope,  Mr.  Marsden  will  not  trust  any  more  of  my 
private  letters  in  such  a  conveyance ;  if  they  choose  to  trust 
the  affairs  of  the  Public  in  such  a  thing,  I  cannot  help  it 
I  long  for  the  Invasion  being  over ;  it  must  finish  the  War, 
and  I  have  no  fears  for  the  event .... 


TO  CAPTAIN  CRACRAFT,  H.M.  SHIP  ANSON. 

[Order  Book.] 

Victory,  tt  Se«,  6th  Mty,  1801 

Whereas,  it  has  been  represented  ^to  me  that  the  Private 
Marine  named  in  the  margin,  had  for  some  particular  reasons 
entered  into  the  service  by  that  name,  but  is,  in  reality,  a 
young  man  of  genteel  family,  with  good  expectations,  and  his 
discbarge  having  at  the  same  time  been  solicited,  you  are 
hereby  required  and  directed  to  discharge  the  said  Charles 
Taylor  firom  his  Majesty's  Ship  under  your  command,  into  the 
first  Ship  of  War  going  to  England,  directing  the  Commander 
of  such  Ship  to  state  to  the  Admiralty  the  particulars  of  his 
case,  in  order  that  their  Lordships  may  grant  him  his  dis- 
charge firom  the  Service^  in  such  manner  as  may  appear  to 
them  proper. 

NSLSON  AN1>  BrQNTB. 

*  Vide  ToL  t.  p.  003,  note  4. 
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TO  CAPTAIN  MOUBRAT,  H.BL  SHIP  ACTIVE. 

[Oide/Book.] 

VIetory,  at  Sea,  lOth  May,  18(U. 

Whereas,  it  is  my  intention  to  proceed  immediately  with 
the  Squadron  to  ihe  Madalena  Islands,  for  the  purpose  of 
completing  the  wood  and  water  of  the  different  Ships,  and 
procuring  the  necessary  refreshments  for  their  Companies, 
which  will  not  detain  me  more  than  five  or  six  days  at  that 
anchorage ;  You  are,  therefore,  hereby  required  and  directed 
to  take  his  Majesty's  Ships  named  in  the  margin '  under  your 
conmiand,  and  remain  on  Rendezvous  No.  102,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  watching  the  Enemy's  motions  at  Toulon,  and  ac- 
quainting any  of  lus  Majesty's  Ships  or  Vessels  in  search  of 
the  Squadron  where  I  am  gone  ta  You  will  take  an  early 
opportunity  of  reconnoitring  the  Enemy's  force  at  the  above 
mentioned  place^  and  as  they  are  occasionally  in  the  habit 
of  sending  out  two  or  three  of  their  Frigates,  (sometimes 
under  cover  of  a  Ship  of  the  Line),  you  will  perform  this 
service  with  proper  caution,  so  as  to  enable  you  to  ascertain 
their  real  situation,  veithout  the  risk  of  being  captured.  And 
as  it  win  be  desirable  for  me  to  know  the  Enemy's  motions, 
you  will  on  the  first  examination  of  Toulon,  after  my  leaving 
you,  send  a  Frigate  to  Madalena  with  an  account  thereof  and 
continue  firequently  with  the  rest  of  your  Ships  to  reconnoitre 
them,  during  my  absence  as  above  mentioned ;  taking  par^ 
ticular  care  that  some  Vessel  of  War  is  left  upon  Rendexvous 
Na  102,  in  order  to  acquaint  anything  in  search  of  the  Fleet 
where  it  is  gone  to,  calculating  from,  the  time  I  leave  you, 
when  the  Squadron  may  be  able  to  gain  the  anchorage  at 
Madalena,  and  bearing  in  mind  that  it  will  only  remain  there 
five  or  six  days  for  the  purpose  before  mentioned ;  and  after- 
wards, if  the  vrind  is  from  the  Eastward,  the  Squadron  will 
proceed  on  the  West  side  of  Corsica,  but  if  from  the  West- 
ward on  the  East  side  of  that  Island,  to  Rendezvous  No.  102, 
where  you  will  keep  a  good  look-out  for  my  return,  in  order 
that  I  may  be  joined  by  the  Frigates  the  moment  I  arrive  on 
the  said  Rendezvous.     Should  the  Enemy  in  the  meantime 

*  ActiT9,  8eahone»  Phcebe,  Amaion. 
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pat  to  sea,  yoa  will  be  governed  io  communicating  an  account 

thereof  to  me,  from  the  circumstances  above  stated,  sending 

a  Vessel  on  the  East  and  West  side  of  Corsica  to  fall  in  with 

me,  in  case  the  Squadron  should  have  left  the  Madalena 

Islands, 

Nelson  AND  Bbohte. 


TO  WILLIAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ^  ADMIRALTV. 
[Origiiud,  ia  tbe  Ateindty.] 

Yictoiy,  at  Sea,  IQlh  Maj,  1804. 

Sir, 
I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  4th  ultimo,  with  a  copy 
of  the  letter  therein  mentioned,  which  has  been  written  by 
the  Secretary  of  State  to  Sir  Alexander  Ball,  respecting  the 
i^)propriation  of  the  Palace  of  Bugia  for  the  service  of  a 
Naval  Hospital ;  and  you  will  please  to  acquaint  the  Lords 
Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  that  I  have  sent  Doctor  Snipe 
to  Malta  to  consult  with  Sir  Alexander  Ball,  and  to  assist  in 
forming  an  estimate  of  the  expense  attending  the  same  for  Lord 
Uobart*s  information.  You  will,  at  the  same  time,  acquaint 
their  Lordships,  that  the  additional  building  to  the  said  Palace 
mentioned  by  Doctor  Snipe  is  absolutely  necessary,  for  the 
convenience  and  comfort  of  a  Naval  Hospital,  and  that  a 
certain  space  of  ground  attached  to  the  said  building  is  also 
indispensably  necessary  for  a  garden,  a  place  for  the  con- 
valescent Seamen  and  Marines  to  enjoy  a  little  exercise  and 
fresh  air.     I  am,  &c., 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  WILUAM  3IARBDEX,  ESQ.,  ADMIRALTY. 

[Original,  in  tbe  Admiralty.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  10th  May,  1804. 

Sir, 

1  have  received  your  letter  of  the  16th  March,  together 

i^ith  a  copy  of  the  one  therein  mentioned  from  the  Secretary 

t6  the  Board  of  Ordnance,  respecting  the  negotiation  for  arms 

at  Vienna  having  failed,  and  signifying  their  Lordships^  direc- 
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tioD  to  me  to  recall  the  Ships  named  in  the  maigin '  from 
the  Adristic ;  In  answer  thereto,  70a  will  please  to  acquaiut  the 
Lords  CommiBsioDcre  of  the  Admiralty,  that  the  Monmouth 
jwoceeded  direct  for  England,  and  that  I  have  ordered  the  Agin- 
coort,  after  receiving  her  guns  at  Gibraltar,  and  escorting  the 
Argo  and  snch  Trade  as  may  be  under  her  protection,  twenty 
or  twenty-five  leagues  to  the  Westward  of  Cadiz,  to  return  to 
Malta  (callin;;  in  her  way  at  Gibraltar  for  any  Vessels  which 
may  be  desirous  of  proceeding  with  her  to  Valetta  Harboor) 
for  the  purpose  of  beii^  joined  by  the  lliisbe,  and  convoyiog 
our  Trade  from  the  Archipelago  and  Adriatic  to  England.  I 
am.  Sir,  &c,. 

Nelson  and  Drontb. 


TO  THE  phincipal  officers  and  commissioners  of  his 

MAJESTY'S  NAA'Y,  LONDON. 

[Lrller-Book.] 

Victor?,  at  Set,  lOUi  M*;,  1801. 
Gentlemen, 
I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  14tb  February  last, 
acqnainting  me  that  his  Majesty's  Store-ship  Diligent  is 
ordered  to  be  loaded  at  Woolwich  with  stores  for  Gibraltar. 
As  my  letters  of  the  10th  January  lost  have  reached  your 
Board,  as  acknowledged  by  yours  of  the  6th  March,  I  must 
request  that  you  will  reply  to  my  letter  under  the  first-men- 
tioned date,  inclosing  a  copy  of  one  from  Commissioner  Otway, 
together  with  Vouchers  fur  caulking  his  Majesty's  Ship  Victory, 
as  therein  set  forth,  in  order  that  the  Carpenter  of  the  said 
Ship,  and  people  employed  on  the  occasion,  may  be  satisfied 
that  the  discontinuing  this  necessary  remuneration  (should 
such  be  the  case)  for  their  extra  labour,  docs  not  remain  with 
me.  It  is  to  be  lamented  that  the  Carpenters  and  their  Crews 
are  not  apptised  of  any  circumstance  of  this  nature,  to  prevent 
murmur  or  discontent  amongst  them.     I  am,  &c.. 

Nelson  and  Bbohte. 

'  MoiuBQUtb,  Agintwurt.    Vide  »ol.  t.  p.  3ftP. 
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TO  CAPTAIN  GORE.  H.  X.  SHIP  MEDUSA. 


[Letter-Book.  VniMj,  litk  Ifaj,  IdOA.  •  At  10  AJtL,  ttefioMd  Mil,  nd 
to  [lA  tbe  MttUeaa  liln^]  Sspci^  TiraiBlh.  LtfMtbn,  Kifer,  aal  tho 
BoMbs  with  their  Tenders,  aBchoivd  here.  Boyal  SorereifB,  Canopas,  BeQeiale, 
and  Donegal  anchored  in  the  Eastern  Bar ;  Beaovn  and  Exedlent  in  the  Weatoii 
Bay."— Firttwyt  r«y."| 

VicteiT,  MaklHW  likad^  Utti  May,  180L 

I  haTe  reoeiTed  joar  letter  of  tbe  20th  ultinKH  and  copies 
of  the  ones  therein-iiienti(Hied»  addreaBed  to  the  Ci^>taiii8  of 
the  Oipheos  and  Amphion,  which»  fiom  tbe  leaacmB  stated  in 
your  said  letter,  I  very  much  approve  o£  I  am  oottj  to  find 
that  the  mun-keel  of  die  Medusa  is  so  much  injured,  and 
hope  an  opportunity  may  soon  offer  for  heaving  down  that 
Ship,  and  effectually  repairing  the  damages  she  has  sustained. 
It  is  rather  unfortunate  that  tibe  Maidstone  should  at  this  time 
have  sprung  her  foremast  and  bowsprit;  but  I  am  satisfied 
that  every  exertion  will  be  used  in  making  good  her  defects;, 
after  the  Halcyon  is  ready  for  sea.  You  have  done  perfectly 
right  in  anchoring  the  Maidstone  off  the  Mole- Head:  her 
apparent  readiness  for  sea  may  check  the  Privateers  &om  any 
depredation  on  our  Tr^de.  I  must  request,  the  moment 
the  Halcyon  is  ready  for  service,  that  you  will  keep  Captain 
Pearse'  on  the  alert,  as  I  am  sony  to  observe  that  the  Service 
has  not  derived  that  benefit  firom  her  which  migiht  have  been 
expected  firom  so  fine  a  Vessel*     I  am,  &c.. 

Nelson  and  Bbonte. 


TO  CAPTAIN  GORE.  H.M.  SHIP  MEDUSA. 

[Letter-Book.] 
^ctory,  Madalena  Islands,  I2(h  Maj,  1801. 

Sir, 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  12th  ultimo,  acquainting 

me  with  the  loss  of  the  Apollo,  and  Merchant-vessels  therein 

mentioned,  on  the  Coast  of  Spain.     I  approve  of  the  order 

you  have  given  Captain  Pearse  to  proceed  to  Gibraltar  for 

*  In  a  subseqnent  Letter,  Lord  Kelson  said  he  was  mistaken  on  this  point,  and 
expressed  himself  fUlly  satisfied  with  Ci^tain  Pearse's  exertions.  Vide  p.  137,  post. 
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the  purpose  of  being  repaired,  but  am  sorry  to  find  that  the 
Halcyon  is  constantly  in  want  of  something  done  to  her.  It  is 
unpleasant  that  any  differences  between  our  Boats'  Crews  and 
L'AigleV  should  have  taken  place ;  but  I  am  glad  to  find  the 
circumstance  should  have  been  so  amicably  settled  between 
you  and  the  French  Captain,  and  that  their  Seamen  in  future 
are  prevented  firom  wearing  arm&    I  am,  &c.. 

Nelson  and  Bbonte. 


TO  SIR  ALEXANDER  JOHN  BALL,  BART.,  MALTA. 

[LettnvBook.] 
Victory,  MadaleoA  Islands,  ISth  May,  1SC4. 

Sir, 
I  beg  leave  to  enclose  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  fit>m  Mr.  Secre- 
tary Marsden,  dated  the  4th  of  April,  together  with  a  copy  of 
the  one  therein  referred  to,  fix>m  Mr.  John  Sullivan,  commu- 
nicating Lord  Hobart's  directions  on  the  subject  of  converting 
the  Palace  of  Bughay,  in  Malta,  to  a  Naval  Hospital,  lest  the 
original  of  the  last-mentioned  letter  should  not  have  reached 
you.  I  have  also  thought  it  proper  to  send  Doctor  Snipe, 
Physician  to  the  fleet  under  my  command,  to  Malta,  on  this 
occasion,  in  order  that  he  may  consult  with  you,  as  to  the 
necessity  of  wings  being  built  to  the  intended  Naval  Hospital 
at  Bughay,  or  any  other  circumstance  which  may  relate 
thereto,  and  assist  in  forming  the  estimate  alluded  to  in  the 
said  letter.     I  am,  &c 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  captain  PHILIP  LAMB,  AGENT  FOR  TRANSPORTS,  ^LALLTA.* 

[From  ft  Copy  in  the  Admiralty.] 

Victory,  Madalena  Islands,  12t]i  May,  1804. 

Sir, 

I  herewith  transmit  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Secre- 

taiy  Marsden,  together  with  the  lists  No.  1  and  2,  therein 

referred  to,  directing  that  the  Transports  on  the  highest  terms 

of  hire  may  be  sent  home  as  soon  as  possible  after  the  arrival 

*  The  French  Line-of  Btttle  Ship  at  Cadiz. 
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of  those  which  aro  now  about  to  sail,  accorduig  to  the  last- 
mentioned  list.  I  must,  therefore,  refer  you  to  my  letter  <^ 
the  20th  March,  with  its  inclosure,  on  the  subject  of  sending 
all  the  Transports  to  England  without  delay,  except  those 
absolutely  wanted  for  the  service  of  Malta  and  the  Fleet 
under  my  command ;  and  desire  that  the  most  strict  attention 
is  paid  to  their  Lordships'  instructions  contained  in  the  copy  of 
Mr.  Secretary  Marsden's  letter  above-mentioned,  as  well  on  the 
present  as  on  all  future  occasions,  that  Government  may  not 
be  put  to  unnecessary  expense  by  the  detention  of  Transports 
in  the  Mediterranean,  which  may  not  be  wanted. 

The  moment  the  two  coppered  Transports,  under  the 
chaigc  of  Lieutenant  Woodman,  return  from  the  Black  Sea, 
(provided  neither  of  them  are  wanted  to  bring  the  residue  of 
the  provisions  or  Naval  stores  purchased  by  Mr.  Eaton  at 
Odessa  for  the  Fleet  in  these  seas,)  you  will  send  them  also 
to  England,  under  the  first  Convoy. 

I  must  also  desire  that  you  will  communicate  to  Major- 
Gencral  Villettes  the  orders  you  have  received  to  send  all  the 
Transports  which  are  not  wanted  for  the  immediate  service  of 
this  Country  to  England ;  and,  at  the  same  time,  beg  of  the 
General  to  inform  you  whether  the  Transports  now  at  Malta 
ready  to  embark  Troops,  are  wanted  for  that  service  ?  otherwise, 
that  you  will  include  them  in  the  number  for  England.  I  am 
not  aware  that  there  are  Troops  at  Malta  intended  for  distant 
service  at  this  moment ;  but  should  that  hereafter  be  the  case, 
I  trust  the  transportation  of  them  will  not  be  difficult,  as  I 
presume  a  sufficient  number  of  Vessels  will  soon  be  procured 
to  answer  the  purpose.    I  am,  &c.. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  CAPTAIN  STEPHEN  PETER  MOUAT,  AGENT  FOR  TRANSPORTS 

ETC*,  MALTA. 

[Letter-Book.] 
Victory,  Madilent  Isltnds,  12t]i  Maj,  1804; 

Sir, 
I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  21st  ultimo,  with  the  list 
of  Transports  that  arrived  at  Gibraltar,  under  convoy  of  the 
Leviathan  therein  mentioned,  and  a  daily  account  of  Prisoners 
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of  War,  firom  the  8th  to  the  2l8t  of  April,  acquainting  me  also 

that  the  Harmony  and  Ibbetson  are  laden  with  coals  for  the 

Fleet — that  the  former  was  sent  to  Malta,  and  the  latter 

detained  at  Gibraltar,  by  order  of  the  Senior  Officer,  to  supply 

the  Ships  that  may  want  coals,  until  further  directions  should 

be  ff^ven  respecting  her.  In  answer  thereto,  I  have  to  acquaint 

yoQ  that  the  Harmony  arrived  under  convoy  of  the  Leviathan, 

and  has  supplied  the  different  Ships  of  the  Squadron  with  the 

coals  that  were  wanted,  and  proceeded  to  Malta  with  the 

residue,  for  the  use  of  his  Majesty*s  Yard,  at  that  place.     I 

approve  of  the  Senior  Officer's  having  detained  the  Ibbetson, 

for  the  purpose  of  supplying  the  different  Ships ;  and  must 

desire  that  the  remainder  is  received  into  his  Majesty's  Stores 

at  Gibraltar,  for  the  use  of  the  Yard,  and  to  answer  any 

future  emergency  of  service.   I  am  glad  that  the  postscript  of 

your  letter  takes  notice  of  the  quantity  of  coals  which  were  on 

board  the  Harmony  on  Government  account,  and  am  rather 

surprised  that  there  was  not  a  regular  Bill  of  Lading  sent  out 

with  them  from  England,  that  it  might  have  been  ascertained 

what  quantity  the  Master  had  actually  to  deliver,  independent 

of  his  private  consumption,  and  that,  from  comparing  the 

whole  issues  with  such  Bill  of  Lading,  it  might  have  appeared 

how  fiur  the  Pursers,  and  stores  at  Malta,  had  been  done  justice 

by.     I  am,  &c, 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  CAPTAIN  THOMAS  BftlGGS,  H.  M.  SHIP  AGINCOURT. 

[Letter-Book.] 
Victory,  MadAlent  Ishiiids,  12th  Maj,  1804. 

Sir, 
I  received  a  letter  irom  his  Majesty's  Vice -Consul  at 
Cagliari,  in  the  Island  of  Sardinia,  acquainting  me  that  he 
had  supplied  his  Majesty's  Ships  named  in  the  margin/  with  six 
bullocks  each,  when  they  were  last  in  the  Bay  of  Palma,  which 
were  not  paid  for,  and  requesting  that  I  would  remit  him  the 
amount.  It  appears  very  extraordinary  that  no  mention  was 
made  to  me  of  this  circumstance,  when  the  Agincourt  was  last 

*  Argo,  Aginoonrt. 
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some  day  we  shall  have  them,  and  then  we  must  try  and  make 
them  make  us  amends  for  all  our  toils.  I  am,  in  my  Command, 
deriving  as  much  pleasure  as  a  man  can  do  who  is  always  at 
sea,  for  the  health  and  cheerfulness  of  every  individual  in  this 
Fleet  cannot  be  exceeded. 

I  have  the  Papers  from  Paris  of  May  1st — not  one  word  of 
Moreau ;  on  the  30th  of  April  a  motion  was  proposed  to  be 
discussed  in  three  days  afterwards,  and  those  who  intended  to 
speak  for  or  against  it,  were  to  inscribe  their  names.  The 
question  was,  *  shall  Buonaparte  be  declared  Emperor  of  the 
Gauls  T  Fourteen  inscribed  their  names  for  the  appointment 
to  the  Imperial  Purple,  and  Camot,  of  famous  memory,  hoping 
that  liberty  of  speech  would  be  allowed,  declared  that  he 
should  aigue  against  the  appointment ;  the  result  may  bring 
great  events  to  pass.  From  Rosas,  in  Spain,  of  May  11th, 
the  Spanish  funds  have  suddenly  fell  ten  per  cent.,  and  the 
people  fear  a  War  with  England,  but  I  hope  that  will  be 
avoided.  I  want  not  riches  at  such  a  dreadful  price ;  Peace 
for  our  Country  is  all  I  wish  to  fight  for, — I  mean,  of  course, 
an  honourable  one,  without  which,  it  cannot  be  a  secure  one. 
We  have,  via  Paris,  London>  news  to  April  21st  I  should 
rather  think  the  Ministry  are  not  very  firm.  The  almost  entire 
union  of  Pitt  and  Fox — in  all  general  questions  they  have 
declared  their  union — has  in  some  questions  relative  to  the 
Irish  Militia  been  hard  run ;  with  300  members,  the  Minister 
has  only  had  a  majority  of  25 — that  is,  nothing  in  these  times* 
I  think  I  have  given  you  all  my  news. 

Captain  Lamb,  the  Agent  for  Transports,  will  call  upon 
you  officially  to  know  whether  the  Transports,  fitted  and 
victualled  when  the  Argo  returned  from  Egypt,  are  wanted 
by  you,  as  I  am  ordered  to  send  all  home  which  are  not 
wanted.  The  embarkation  of  the  2000  men  for  Sicily — a 
voyage  of  twenty-four,,  or  forty-eight  hours — cannot  want 
many  Transports,  or  much  fitting,  and  the  Ships  of  War  which 
may  be  at  the  moment  at  Malta,  would  of  course  take  on 
board  as  many  as  possible.  I  am  ever,  my  dear  General,  with 
the  sincerest  esteem  and  regard,  your  most  obliged  and  faithful 
friend. 

Nelson  and  Bbontb. 
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TO  NATHANIEL  TAYLOR.  ESQ.,  NAVAL  OFFICER,  MALTA. 

[Letter-Book.] 
-    Sir,  Victory,  Madalena  iHlands,  14tb  Maj,  1804. 

Conceiving,  from  the  loss  of  his  Majesty's  late  Ship  Ilin- 
dostan,  that  Seamen's  bedding,  canvas,  and  cordage,  would 
be  mach  wanted,  I  directed  Captain  Ryves,  previous  to  liis 
leaving  Naples,  to  procure  a  sample  of  a  Seaman's  bed  com- 
plete, together  widi  the   price  thereof,  and  number  which 
might  be  had  on  a  short  notice,  and  also  of  the  price  and 
quality  of  canvas  and  cordage  which  might  be  procured  at 
that  place  for  the  use  of  the  Fleet  under  my  command,  should 
such  measure  become  necessary.     I  therefore  send  you  the 
copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  John  James,  Pro-Consul  at  Naples, 
to  Captain  Ryves,  on  the  above  subject,  in  case  our  wants 
should  oblige  us  to  apply  to  that  quarter ;  but  it  is,  at  the  same 
time,  to  be  observed,  that  I  do  not  think  it  would  be  safe  to 
trust  Mr.  James  with  any  money  in  advance,  and  only  to 
receive  and  pay  for  such  articles  as  may  be  purchased  from 
him.     I  must  therefore  desire,  if  you  have  not  entered  into  an 
agreement  with  any  person  to  supply  bedding,  cordage,  and 
canvas^  that  you  will  proceed  to  Naples  as  early  as  possible, 
and  purchase  of  the  said  Mr.  James,  Pro-Consul,  the  number 
of  Seamen's  beds  complete,  coils  of  ropes,  and  bolts  of  canvas 
under-mentioned,  for  the  use  of  the  Fleet,  applying  to  Cap- 
tain Schomberg,  or  the  Senior  Officer  at  Malta,  for  a  convey- 
ance to  Naples ;  and  on  your  arrival  there,  I  would  recommend 
the  preference  to  be  given  to  the  said  Mr.  James  for  the 
articles  before-mentioned,  as  the  samples  herewith  sent  appear 
good  of  their  kind,  and  fit  for  his  Majesty's  Service,  and  no 
doubt  the  procuring  of  them  has  been  attended  with  some 
considerable  trouble.     Tlie  beds,  cordage,  and  canvas,  which 
may  be  purchased  at   Naples,  you  will   put  on  board   his 
Majesty's  Ship  Kent,  to  be  taken  care  of  till  I  shall  think 
proper  to  send  for  them  to  the  lleet,  or  order  them  to  Malta ; 
and  for  the  payment  thereof,  you  will  draw  bills  on  the  Com- 
missioners of  his  Majesty's  Navy,  taking  care  to  transmit  to 
their  Board  regular  Vouchers  for  the  same  accordingly.     I 

am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 
VOL.  n.  c 
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TO  DR.  ALLOTT,'  DEAN  OP  RAPHOK. 

[From  Clarke  tnd  M'Artfaiir,  toL  iL  p.  363.] 

14Ui  Mqr,  1804. 

I  remember  you,  dear  Sir,  most  perfecdy  at  Btimham,  and 
I  shall  never  forget  the  many  little  kindnesses  I  received  from 
your  worthy  brother,  with  whom  I  was  always  a  great  favomite. 
Most  probably  I  shall  never  see  dear,  dear  Bomham  i^ain; 
but  I  have  a  satisfaction  in  thinking  that  my  bones  will  pixH 
bably  be  laid  with  my  Father's,  in  the  Village  that  gave  me 
birth.  Pardon  this  digression;  but  the  thought  of  former 
days  brings  all  my  Mother  into  my  heart,  which  shows  itself 
in  my  eyes.  May  Heaven,  my  dear  Sir,  long  preserve  you  in 
health,  for  the  sake  of  your  family  and  friends;  and  amongst 
the  latter  allow  me  to  place  the  name  of  your  veiy  fidthfiil 
servant, 

Nelson  and  Brontb. 


TO  SIR  ALEXANDER  JOHN  BALL,  BART^  MALTA. 

[Autograph,  in  the  possession  of  Sir  WilUam  Keith  BaU,  Bart] 

Victory,  May  14tb,  1S04. 

My  dear  Ball, 
Captain  Keats  will  tell  you  all  our  news,  therefore  it  will 
be  superfluous  in  me  to  detail  it  to  you.  Keats  is  going  again 
to  Algiers,  as  our  Government  wish  to  avoid,  if  possible,  a 
quarrel  with  the  Dey ;  but  as  I  have  reason  to  believe  that 
Mr.  O'Brien'  is  not  quite  a  faithful  interpreter  of  our  commu- 
nication with  the  Dey,  I  wish  you  could  find  a  proper  person 
for  that  office  at  Malta,  and,  of  course,  if  any  money  is  ne» 
ccssary  to  be  paid  him,  do  you  say  the  sum,  and  I  will  either 
repay  you  (if  you  pay  him)  or  send  the  money  to  Malta. 
Captain  Ry  ves  is  just  arrived  firom  Naples ;  by  Mr.  Elliot's 
letters.  General  Acton  is  certainly  on  the  eve  of  quitting  his 

*  Doctor  Bichard  Allott,  Dean  of  Baphoe,  was  brother  of  Beverend  Brian 
Allott,  Bector  of  Bumham,  in  Norfolk,  who  died  in  September,  1803.  The  Dean 
of  Baphoe  died  at  Beaurivage,  near  Lausanne,  in  1882,  aged  87.  Vide  the  "  Gen- 
tleman's Magazine/'  vol.  cli.  p.  373. 

■  The  Ameiioaa  Consul  at  Algiers. 
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employments ;  the  new  Emperor  will  insist  upon  it :  he  is  to  be 
divorced  from  Madame  B.  and  married  to  a  Blood  Royal  of 
Germany.  Mr.  Elliot  thinks,  it  is  possible  the  French  may 
attack  Malta,  and  the  French  papers  say,  they  have  more 
friends  in  that  Island  than  we  think*  Great  events  are  cer- 
tainly near,  and  I  only  hope  they  will  tend  to  give  a  secure, 
and  of  course,  honourable  Peace,  Believe  me  ever,  my  dear 
Ball,  your  most  obliged  and  affectionate  friend. 

Nelson  ahi>  BROifTE. 


TO  CAPTAIN  SIR  ROBERT  BARLOW,  H.M.  SIUP  TRIUMPH. 

[Letter-Book.] 
Victory,  Madalent  Iilandi,  16th  Mtj,  1804. 

Sir, 
I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  13th  instant,  representing 
to  me  that  the  thirty-seven  men  named  on  the  other  side 
hereof,  are  afflicted  with  an  inveterate  scurvy,  and  requesting 
that  an  additional  allowance  of  sugar  may  be  ordered  them  in 
consequence ;  and  the  Physician  of  the  Fleet  having  acquainted 
me,  that  it  is  necessary,  in  order  to  remove  an  inveterate 
scurvy,  to  give  each  man  so  afflicted  six  ounces  of  lemon 
juice,  and  two  ounces  of  sugar,  daily,  in  addition  to  the  present 
quantity  issued  by  the  Purser,  for  the  space  of  twelve  days, 
I  am,  therefore,  to  desire  you  will  order  the  Purser  of  his 
Majesty's  Ship  under  your  command  to  issue  to  the  Surgeon 
of  the  said  Ship,  six  ounces  of  lemon  juice  and  two  ounces,  of 
sugar  to  each  of  the  before-mentioned  thirty-seven  men,  in  ad- 
dition to  what  is  usually  supplied  them,  for  the  space  of  twelve 
days  firom  the  date  hereof,  when  it  is  to  be  discontinued,  and 
report  made  to  the.  Physician  of  the  Fleet,  by  the  Surgeon  of 
the  Triumph,  of  the  effect  this  mode  of  treatment  has  in  remov- 
ing an  inveterate  scurvy.     I  am,  &c., 

NELSON  AKD  Bronte. 


c2 
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TO  CJkPTAIX  K3CHARD  GOODWIN  KEAT^  H.M.  SlflP  SUPERa 


Vmsat.  HaUkM  Islanls,  IMh  May,  1804. 

Yoa  are  berebj  reqiund  and  directed  to  proceed  imme- 
dUtelj,  with  his  Mi^estr  s  Sliip  Superb,  imder  your  command 
to  Malta ;  and  on  tout  airiTal  there,  endeaTour  to  procure  an 
intelligent  Inteipreten  who  is  pofectly  acquainted  \vith  the 
language  spoken  bv  the  Dev  of  Algiers,  that  yon  may  be  able, 
with  exactitude,  to  communicate  throi^  him  with  the  Dey, 
on  the  different  objects  of  tout  instmcticxis,  which  are  here« 
with  transmitted.  So  soon  as  you  hare  procured  an  Inter- 
prettr,  you  will  proceed  immediately  from  Malta  (taking  with 
you  the  Kenanl  Schooner,  or  any  of  the  Sloops  of  War  which 
may  be  at  that  place"^  to  the  Bay  of  Algiers,  and  endeavour  to 
put  in  execution  the  purport  of  my  letter,  which  accompanies 
this.  When  the  object  of  your  instructions  is  settled  with  the 
Dey,  you  will  send  the  Renaid,  or  such  other  Vessel  as  may 
be  with  you,  to  Malta,  with  an  account  of  the  result  thereof, 
to  Sir  Alexander  Ball  at  that  place,  and  join  me  in  his  Ma- 
jc^stv^s  Ship  Superb,  on  Rendezrous  Na  102,  without  a 
moroent^s  loss  of  time. 

Nelson  and  Brokte. 


TO  CAPTAIX  LEWIS  SHEPHEARD,  H.M.  SHIP  THISBF. 

[LHtrr-Book.] 
YictoiT.  Mttlalenft  Islftuds,  10th  MtT,  1804. 

Sir, 
I  am  to  desire  you  will  {uroceed  with  his  Majesty's  Ship 
Thisbe,  together  with  the  Victuallers  under  your  charge,  and 
join  me  on  Rendezvous  Na  102,  as  communicated  to  you  by 
Captain  Donnelly  of  the  Narcissus,  where  you  will  find  the 
Squadron,  or  orders  for  your  further  proceedings.  In  joining 
me  on  the  said  Rendezvous,  I  must  recommend  you  will  pro- 
ceed through  the  Straits  of  Bonifaccio,  passing  on  the  West 
side  of  the  Island  of  Corsica,  and  not  attempt  to  go  round 
Cape  Corse,  as  in  the  event  of  the  wind  coming  strong  from 
the  N.W.,  it  would  be  an  awkward  passage  for  a  stranger, 
particularly  with  Victuallers  under  his  charge.     I  am,  &c.. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 
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TO  WIIXIAM  MARSDEX,  ESQ.,  ADMIRALTY'. 

[Letter- Book.  "  Thursday,  1 7th  May.—At  5,  p.m.  weighed,  as  did  the  Squadron. 
Made  sail  into  the  Eastern  Bay.  At  0*10,  anchored:  Squadron  anchored  here. 
Friday,  18t)i  May,  a.m.  At  0-30,  weighed  and  made  sail  to  the  Eastward,  through 
the  Biche  Channel,  as  did  the  Squadron  for  Terranova  Bay.  At  1,  f.m.  shortened 
sail  and  anchored :  Squadron  anchored  here.  Saturday,  l»th  May,  a.m.  At  0*30, 
weighed  and  made  sail  out  of  Terranova  Bay.  Stood  to  the  Eastward,  as  did  the 
Squadron.  Termagant  rejoined.  Three  Algerine  Cruixers  in  theN.W.;  showed 
oor  Colours  to  them.  At  8,  p.m.  a  Ship  in  the  S.W.  made  the  signal  of  distress, 
and  wanting  immediate  asnistance.  Sent  the  Pinnace  to  her  assistance.  The  Ship 
that  wanted  assistance  proved  to  he  the  Excellent,  wliich  struck  on  an  unknown 
reef  in  the  Eastern  passage  to  the  Madalena  iHlands.** — Victory's  Log."] 

Victory,  Madalena  Islands,  17th  May,  1801. 

Sir, 
I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  4th  ultimo,  together  with 
a  copy  of  a  memorandum  from  Captain  Bligh,  respecting  the 
variance  in  the  two  Charts,  made  by  Captain  Ryvcs,  of  the 
Madalena  and  Barelino  Islands,  and  also  the  copies  of  them, 
signifying  their  Lordships*  direction  to  transmit  such  remarks 
as  may  contribute  to  the  perfection  of  the  said  Charts*  In 
answer  thereto,  you  will  please  to  acquaint  the  Lords  Com- 
missioners of  the  Admiralty,  that  Captain  Kyves,  and  the 
Masters  of  the  Gibraltar  and  Victory,  have  s'^rictly  examined 
the  said  two  copies,  and  cannot  discover  any  material  differ- 
ence, except  the  soundings  marked  in  red  ink,  taken  by  the 
Victory,  and  a  few  small  rocks,  which  are  visible  above  water, 
in  what  is  called  Agincourt  Sound,  but  of  no  consequence 
whatever.  Captain  Ryves's  Chart  is,  therefore,  as  perfect  in 
its  original  state  as  can  be  made,  except  by  the  nice  and  ac- 
curate hand  of  an  expert  Surveyor,  and  then  it  would  not  be 

more  usefiil.    I  am,  &c.. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

P.S. — On  passing  by  the  East  entrance  of  the  Madalena 
Islands,  on  the  20th  instant,  his  Majesty's  Ship  Excellent  struck 
on  a  reef  of  rocks,  which  is  not  laid  down  in  Captain  Ryvcs's 
Chart  She  received  no  hurt  whatever,  being  periFectly  smooth 
water  when  she  struck.  Tlic  bearings,  &c.^  of  this  reef, 
taken  by  Mr.  Atkinson,  Master  of  the  Victory,  arc  herewith 
inclosed. 

N.  AND  B* 
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may  not  plead  ignorance  of  the  Act  above  mcntionedy  as  be 

will  be  made  answerable  for  a  breach  of  it 

You  will  direct  the  Officer  of  Artillery  to  muster,  when  you 

think  necessary,  the  clothes  of  the  Artillery,  and  direct  him 

to  take  care  that  the  men  are  kept  in  cleanliness  and  di^ipline, 

becoming  such  a  fine  body  of  men.     You  will  give  directions 

that  the  mortars  and  Artillery-stores  are  examined  occasionally, 

in  order  that  they  nmy  be  always  fit  for  service,  and  direct  the 

Officer  of  Artillery  to  report  to  you  any  defect  in  them,  that 

such  directions  may  be  given  as  the  case  shall  require.     And 

in  every  respect  you  will  pay  the  same  attention   to   the 

Artillery  embarked  on  board  the  Bomb  under  your  command, 

as  is  paid  to  Officers  and  Men  of  the  Navy  of  like  rank.     I 

am,  &c., 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

N.B. — A  letter  of  the  above  tenour  and  date  was  delivered 
to  the  Commanders  of  the  Etna  and  Acheron  Bomb- Vessels. 

Net^son  and  Bbokte. 


TO  CAPTAIN  THK  IIOXOUIUIJLE  COURTENAY  BOYLF,  H.M.  SHIP 

SEAIIOIISK. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  lOtb  May,  1804. 

Sir, 
Should  this,  contrary  to  my  expectation,  find  you  at  the 
Madalena  Islands,  I  am  to  desire  you  will  join  the  Squadron 
(who  is  proceeding  by  Cape  Corse  to  Rendezvous  No.  102) 
without  a  moment's  loss  of  time.     I  am,  &c.. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  WILLIAM  MARSDEiV,  ESQ^  ADMIRALTY. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Victor}',  10th  Mar,  1804. 

Sir, 
I  herewith  transmit  you  a  letter  from  Mr.  Bauguier,  Purser 
of  his  Majesty's  Sloop  Termagant,  which  you  will  please  to  lay 
before  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  for  their 
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consideradon ;  and,  at  the  ^amc  time  acquaint  their  Lordships 
that  I  have  not  thought  proper  to  comply  with  his  request 
without  their  direction,  as  it  is  not  possible  for  me  to  judge 
how  far  the  necessary  attention  has  been  paid  to  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  provisions  and  stores  committed  to  his  charge, 
since  his  appointment  to  that  Sloop.     I  am,  &c.. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  CAPTAIX  RYVES,  H.M.  SHIP  GIBRALTAR. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Victoiy,  at  Sea,  lOtli  May,  1801. 

Sir, 

On  examining  the  Vouchers  for  the  purchase  of  provisions 

for  the  Company  of  his  Majesty's  Ship  Gibraltar,  under  your 

command,  between  the  2lst  September  1803,  and  the  6th 

instant,  at  Naples,  there  appears  a  charge  of  upwards  of  a 

hundred  pounds  sterling,  for   onions,  cabbages,  leeks,   and 

pumpkins,  for  the   people   during   the  said   time.     I  must 

therefore  desire,  as  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Purser  of  the  said 

Ship  to  have  purchased  a  sufficient  quantity  of  vegetables  for 

the  Ship's  Company's  soup,  the  fresh  meat  days,  which  ought 

not  to  have  been  included  in  the  vouchers,  that  you  inform 

me  with  the  reason  of  this  very  extraordinary  charge.     I  am, 

&c.. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  WILLIAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ.,  ADiMIRALTY. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  IDth  May,  1804. 

Sir, 
In  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  6th  ultimo,  1  request  you 
will  be  pleased  to  inform  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the 
Admiralty,  that  although  Mr.  Thomas  Pearse^  did  not  produce 
documents  for  having  served  his  time,  yet  the  Passing  Captains 
were  satisfied  that  he  had  done  so,  and  that  he  had  taken  out 

*  Qnery,  if  the  present  Lientenant  TbomaR  Pearfte,  who  obtained  that  rank  ou 
the  Ut  of  Au^nat  IS07  ? 
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his  time  at  the  Navy  Office,  which,  by  some  mistake,  he  had 

left  behind.     It  also  comes  within  my  certain  knowledge,  that 

Mr.  Pearse  has  been  upwards  of  six  years  in  his  Majesty's 

Service.    I  am,  &c., 

NfiLsoM  aud  Bbohtb. 


TO  WILLIAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ^  ADMIRALTY. 

[Original,  iu  the  Admiralty,  and  "  London  Gazette"  of  June  1804.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  lOtb  May,  1804. 

Sir, 
I  herewith  transmit  you  for  the  information  of  the  Lords 
Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  a  copy  of  a  letter^  from 
Captain  Pettet,  commander  of  his  Majesty's  Sloop  Termagant, 
giving  an  account  of  the  Boats  of  Aiat  Sloop  having,  on  the 
15th  instant,  taken  possession  of  the  French  Xebeck  PrivieUeer, 
Felicit6,  off  Port  Favona,  in  Corsica,  which,  it  appears  the 
Enemy  had  scuttled  previous  to  leaving  her,  as  she  soon  after- 
wards sank.  I  am  veiy  much  pleased  with  Captain  Pettet's 
exertions  in  having  destroyed  this  Vessel,  as  she  was  one  of 
the  finest  Privateers  in  this  Country,  and  had  captured  two  of 
our  Merchantmen  last  year  off  Tunis.     I  am,  &c.> 

Nelson  and  Bbontb. 


TO  WILLUM  MARSDEN,  ESQ^  ADMIRALTY. 

[Original,  in  the  Admiralty.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  19th  May,  1804. 

Sir, 
I  have  received  the  dupUcate  and  triplicate  of  your  Secret 
Letter,  dated  the  9th  March  last,  signifying  their  Lordships' 
direction  to  govern  myself  in  conformity  with  the  instructions 
contained  in  Lord  Hobart's  letter,  with  respect  to  the  Dey  of 
Algiers,  so  far  as  the  same  can  be  done  consistently  with  the 
due  attention  to  the  more  important  object  of  watching  the 
French  force  in  Toulon.  In  answer  to  which,  you  will  please 
to  acquaint  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  that 
I  have  sent  the  Superb  to  Algiers  and  given  Captain  Keats 

*  Thia  letter  was  publiahed  in  the  London  Oaiette. 
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the  neceosiry  instructioiiB  for  his  goremment,  confbnnably 
with  the  spirit  of  thoee  received  from  Lord  Hobart,  aod  shall 
transmit  the  result  of  his  mission  for  their  Lordships'  in- 
formation the  moment  the  Superb  returns  from  Algiers.  I 
am^  &&, 

Nblson  and  Bbomts. 


TO  WILLIAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ^  ADMIRALTY. 
[Original,  in  the  Admiralty.] 

Vietonr,  ftt  Bet,  Mcy  ^UrA,  1804. 

Sir, 
On  being  joined  by  the  Bomb-Vessels  named  in  the  margin/ 
I  was  informed  that  on  coming  to  sea,  the  Artillerymen  were 
ordered  to  keep  watch  thie  same  as  the  people  composing  their 
Companies^  (the  Bomb- Vessels  at  that  time  being  on  no  par- 
ticular service ;)  but  were  prevented  from  it  by  their  OfficerB, 
who  had  directed  them  not  to  keep  watch.  The  Commanders 
of  these  Vessels  not  judging  it  prudent  to  enforce  their  com- 
pliance, in  consequence,  I  presume,  of  their  Lordships'  in- 
structions to  them  respecting  the  Artillery,  allowed  this 
measure,  so  subversive  of  discipline,  to  remain  for  my  di- 
rections r  and,  in  ooDsequence  of  such  communication,  I  gave 
out  an  order,  dated  the  ISth  instant,  a  copy  of  which  (No.  1) 
is  herewith  transmitted.  On  the  16th  following,  I  received  a 
letter  fit>m  Captain  Cocks  of  the  Thunder,  a  copy  of  which 
(No.  2)  also  accompanies  this,  together  with  a  copy  of  my 
answer  thereto,  and  also,  a  copy  of  my  letter  (No.  4),*^  which  I 
found  necessaiy  from  the  conduct  of  the  Artillery  Officers  to 
give  to  the  respective  Commanders  of  the  said  Bomb- Vessels, 
which  I  desire  you  will  please  to  lay  before  the  Lords  Com- 
missioners of  the  Admiralty  for  their  information ;  and,  at  the 
same  time,  acquaint  their  Lordships,  that  I  have  read  their 
instructions  which  have  been  given  to  the  Commanders  of  the 
Bombs^  which  may  be  interpreted  as  not  rendering  the  Officers 
and  Sddiers  embarked  in  die  Bomb-Vessels  liable  to  be  tried 
by  Court-MartiaL  I  am,  however,  decidedly  of  opinion  that 
nothing  short  of  an  Act  of  the  Legislature  can  lay  aside  the 
Acts  of  Pariiament  by  which  our  Naval  Service  is  directed  to 

•  Thonder,  £tuk,  Aoheron.  <  Vide  pp.  22,  23,  ante. 
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be  governed ;  and  as  these  Acts  clearly  point  out  that  Soldiers 
are  (with  the  exception  only  of  their  being  embarked  in  Trans- 
port-Ships) as  liable  to  the  regulations  of  that  Act  of  Parliament 
as  any  Seaman,  and  as  it  is  impoasible  that  two  Commanders 
can  exist  in  the  same  Ship,  and  the  very  salvation  of  our  Navy, 
perhaps  of  our  Country,  depends  upon  the  perfect  subordina- 
tion of  every  individual  to  the  Commander  thereof, — I  have  to 
request  their  Lordships  will  take  this  most  important  subject 
into  their  serious  consideration,  that  such  directions  may  be 
given  thereupon  as  the  wisdom  of  Parliament  shall  think 
proper ;  for,  until  the  Act  of  Parliament  is  altered,  I  shall 
hold  it  my  indispensable  duty  to  enforce  obedience  fix>m  the 
Artillery  OflScers  before-mentioned  to  the  orders  of  their 
respective  Commanders,  be  it  by  Court-Martial  or  otherwise, 
and  communicate  the  result  to  the  Commander-in-Chief  of 
the  Army  in  the  Mediterranean,  in  order  that  it  may  be  laid 
before  the  King. 

I  lament  that  it  is  necessary  for  me  to  call  their  Lordships' 
attention  to  this  very  recent  circumstance  of  the  Army  serving 
on  board  his  Majesty's  Fleet :  the  Sea-Lords,  to  whom  I  par- 
ticularly address  myself  on  this  most  serious  subject,  are  well 
aware  of  the  dangerous  tendency  of  insubordination,  and  of 
the  consequences  which  would  result  from  placing  the  Army, 
who  serve  in  the  different  Ships,  independent  of  the  Officers 
who  command  them.     I  am,  &c, 

Nelson  and  Bbonte. 


TO  JOHN  JULIUS  ANGERSTEIX,  ESQ^  CHAIRMAN'  TO  THE  COM- 
MITTEE FOR  THE  PATRIOTIC  FUND,  LLOYD'S  COFFEE-HOUSE, 

LONDON. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  24th  May,  1804. 

Sir, 
I  received  your  letter  of  the  6th  of  March  last,  requesting 
that  I  would  transmit  you  the  name  and  family  of  a  Seaman 
who  was  killed  on  board  his  Majesty's  Sloop  Morgiana,  that 
the  Committee  for  the  Patriotic  Fund  may  take  the  same  into 
consideration.  In  answer  to  which,  you  will  please  to  acquaint 
the  Committee  that  I  have  given  a  general  order  to  tetum  the 
names  and  families  of  all  the  Officers  and  men  who  have  b'een^ 
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or  may  be,  killed  or  wounded,  on  board  the  different  Ships 
under  my  command,  which  shall  be  transmitted  agreeably  to 
your  request     I  am,  &c..  Nelson  amb  Bronte. 


TO  ADMIRAL  LUTWIDGE. 
[Autograph,  in  the  possesaion  of  Major  Lntwidge.] 

Victory,  May  24th,  1804. 

My  dear  Admiral, 

Many,  many  thanks  for  your  kind  letter  of  April  3rd,  and  I 
beg  you  will  thank  good  Mrs.  Lutwidgc  for  hers  ;  for  in 
truth,  by  one  conveyance,  I  can  only  write  to  one  in  a  house ; 
and  both  your  letters  arrived  the  same  day,  by  the  Leviathan. 
You  are  sure  that  I  shall  always  be  happy  in  paying  attention 
to  your  recommendations,  and  shalt  certainly  see  Mr.  Baker, 
but  I  have  not  the  smallest  chance  of  being  useful  to  him ;  for, 
it  is  not  two  French  Fleets  that  will  clear  the  way  of  what 
are  on  the  Admiralty,  and  my  list  I  think  the  Admiralty 
baa  had  a  hard  run,  and  if  Pitt  goes  on,'  I  do  not  think  my 
friend  Addington  can  stand  the  united  parties  of  Pitt  and  Fox. 
Our  dear  Lady  Hamilton  for  ever  speaks  of  your  and  Mrs.  L.'s 
kindness  to  her :  her  good  heart  is  feelingly  alive  to  such  acts. 

Our  Ships  have  been  very  unfortunate,  latterly ;  the  loss  of 
ApoUo*  and  Convoy  is  shocking,  off  Brest ;  I  am  only  sur- 
prised more  are  not  lost,  or  rather,  that  any  are  saved.  I  am 
tmly  sorry  for  your  nephew,*  for  I  see  no  prospect  of  an 
exchange  of  Prisoners  with  the  Republic,  but  the  new  Em- 
peror may  think  differently,  and  I  should  not  be  surprised  if 

'  On  the  15th  of  March,  1804,  Mr.  Pitt  brought  forward  a  motion  on  the  ntate  of 
the  NatiI  Defence  of  the  Country ;  and,  in  a  long  Hpeech,  censured  the  Admiralty 
for  not  increasing  the  Na\y,  and  especially  for  not  having  prepared  a  Flotilla  to 
mbt  that  of  the  Enemy.  The  debate  on  that  occasion  is  very  fully  reported  in  the 
*'  Naval  Chronicle,**  (toI.  xi.  p.  310,  et  seg.)  with  editorial  comments  in  support  of 
the  Admiralty. 

•  The  Apollo  Frigate,  Captain  J.  W.  T.  Dixon,  with  forty  Rail  of  her  Convoy, 
bound  to  the  West  Indies,  was  wrecked  near  Cai^e  Mondego,  on  the  Coast  of  Por- 
tagal,  on  the  1st  of  April  1804.  Captaiu  Dixon  and  many  of  his  OfficerK  and  crew 
perished.  An  interesting  narrative  of  the  circumstances  is  given  in  the  "  Naval 
Chronide,**  toI.  xi.  p.  :)(h>. 

'  Lieatenont  Henry  Lntwidge,  who  was  shipwrecked  on  the  Saints',  in  the  Hussar 
Frigate,  in  Febmary  1804,  taken  prisoner,  and  detained  in  France  till  the  end  of 
the  War.    Vide  vol.  v.  p.  2. 
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we  hftve  a  speedy  Peace,  for  he  must  want  to  settle  finnly  his 
new  dignity;  bravo  CorncanI  When  you  write  to  KingsmiU,^ 
remember  me  kindly  to  him,  and  make  acceptable  my  most 
sincere  good  wishes  to  Mrs.  Lutwidge,  and  that  she  may 
never  be  ill ;  and  believe  me,  my  dear  Admiral,  that  I  am  for 
ever,  your  most  grateful  and  obUged  friend, 

Nblsqn  and  Bronte. 
I  have  sent  Dalton  his  letter,  and  have  since  seen  him. 


TO  REAR-ADMIRAL  CAMPBELL. 

[From  Clarke  and  M* Arthur,  toI.  U.  p.  SM.] 

S24th  Uvf,  1804. 

I  am  more  obliged  to  you  than  I  can  express,  for  your  not 
allpwing  the  very  superior  force*  of  the  Enemy  to  bring  you  to 
Action.'  Whatever  credit  would  have  accrued  to  your  own 
and  your  gallant  Companions*  exertions,  no  sound  advantages 
could  have  arisen  to  our  Country ;  for  so  close  to  their  own 
harbour  they  could  always  have  returned,  and  left  your  Ships 
unfit,  probably,  to  keep  the  sea.  I  again,  my  dear  Admiral, 
thank  you  for  your  conduct  Some  day,  very  sodn,  I  have  no 
doubt  but  an  opportunity  will  offer  of  giving  them  fair  Battle; 
and  that  it  may  arrive  very,  very  soon,  is  the  most  sincere 
wish  of,  my  dear  Campbell,  your  most  obliged  friend. 

Nelson  and  Brontb. 

'  Admiral  Sir  Robert  Kingsmill,  Bart.,  so  firequently  mentioDed.    Vide  vol.  i. 
p.  40. 

'  "  On  the  24th  of  May,  in  the  forenoon,  as  the  Canopna,  Donegal,  and 
Amazon,  having  been  detached  from  the  Fleet,  then  ont  of  sight  in  the  offing,  were 
ntnnding  upon  the  larboard  taok,  witli  a  light  air  fh>m  the  Sonth-West,  oloae  to  the 
Eastward  of  Cape  Sepet,  for  the  purpose  of  reoonnoitering  the  Fleet  in  Toolon,  a 
French  Liue-ofBattle  Ship  and  Frigate  were  observed  under  sail  between  the 
Ci4>e8  Sepet  and  Dmn,  wliieh  form  the  entrance  to  the  harbour.  At  half-past 
noon,  when  about  three  miles  from  the  shore,  the  Amazon,  Donegal,  and  Canopus 
tacked  in  succession.  No  sooner  had  the  Canopus  put  about,  than  sereral  Freuoh 
Onn -boats  swept  from  under  Gape  Sepet,  and,  profiting  by  the  calm  state  of  the 
weather,  opened  a  distant  fire  upon  her  and  the  Amazon.  The  Canopus,  in  re- 
turn, discharged  a  few  of  her  lower-deck  guns,  and  stood  on  to  the  8oath>£Mt 
by  East,  with  the  wind,  now  a  moderate  breeze  from  the  West-North-Weat. 
On  hearing  the  firing,  two  French  Sliips  of  the  Line,  and  two  Frigates  had 
slipped  their  cables,  and  made  sail,  to  assist  the  Line-of-Battle  Ship  and  Frigate 
already  outside.  At  2h.  80m.  p.m.,  two  more  Sail  of  the  Line  slipped,  and  followed 
tlie  others ;  making  now  five  Sail  of  the  Line  and  three  Frigates  that  were  in  ehase 
of  the  reconnoitring  Ships.    Shortly  afterwards  the  French  Van-Frigate,  being  on 
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TO  HIS  EXCELLENCY  SIR  JOHN  ACTON,  BART. 

[From  a  Copy,  in  the  Elliot  Papen.] 

Victory,  ce  25  Mai,  18(U. 

M on  cher  Chevalier^ 

Actuellement  je  ne  pense  pas  vous  incommoderi  puisque  je 
sens  que  voos  aurez  un  vnu  plaisir  &  rendre  service  ^  la  cherc 
Lady  Hamilton. 

Le  Chevalier,  lors  de  son  mariagCi  lui  assigna  800  livres 
sterling  par  an,  et  comme  il  avoit  destine  exactement  la  meme 
somme  ^  sa  premiere  femmci  I'an  1752,  il  croyoit  avoir  agi 
avec  beaucoup  de  liberality.  Mais  les  temps  ont  si  fort 
change,  que  800  livres  sterling  ne  suffisent  plus  pour  une 
dame  dans  la  position  de  veuve  du  Chevalier  Hamilton,  et  ne 
donnent  gu^res  de  quoi  acheter  du  pain  et  du  fix)mage. 
Monsieur  Addington  est,  je  le  sais,  tres  bien  intentionne 
envers  Milady,  mais  les  frais  de  la  guerre,  et  probablement  le 
manque  de  quelqu'un  qui  pousse  I'affaire,  le  rendent  un  pen 
difficile,  quand  il  s'agit  d'accorder  une  pension,  quoiqu'il 
doit  avouer,  avec  tout  le  monde,  que  cette  pension  est  due,  et 
a  ete  bien  meritee. 

L#a  Beine  de  Naples  est,  j'en  suis  convaincu,  aussi  sinc^< 
ment  attachee  jt  Lady  Hamilton  qu'elle  le  doit,  puis  qu'Elle 
n'a  jamais  eu  une  amie  aussi  sinc^  et  aussi  desinteressee. 
Ainsi  si  Sa  Majeste  vouloit  avoir  la  condescendance  d'ecrire 
une  ligne  k  Monsieur  Addington,  sans  que  cela  passe  par  le 
canal  de  Castelcicala,  nuus  directement  k  Monsieur  Adding- 
ton^ je  suis  sik,  que  Ton  ne  r£fuseroit  plus  la  pension.  Je 
ne  dis  rien  de  plus,  except^  que  je  serai  aussi  tres  oblige  i,  la 
Reine,  si  Elle  veut  6crire  cette  lettre  &  Monsieur  Addington,  et 
je  suis  persuade  que  le  coeur  de  la  Reine  est  trop  genereux 
pour  oublier  son  Emma.  Je  suis  &  jamais,  mon  cher  Che- 
valier, &C., 

Nelson  and  Bbonte. 

tbe  weatlMr-qiiaitAr  of  the  Canopus»  opened  a  fire  upon  her  and  the  Donegal, 
which  these  Ships  inunediaiely  returned.  With  so  superior  a  force  it  was  in  vain 
to  contend,  and  Bear-Admiral  Campbell  directed  his  little  DiviHion  to  make  sail. 
At  -^h.  30m.  P.M.,  finding  pursuit  useless,  the  French  Ships  tacked,  and  stood  back 
to  their  I^ort ;  and  at  9h.  30m.  pjtf.,  and  not  before,  the  Canopus  and  her  two 
compcniona  joined  the  Vietory  and  the  FkeC — Jatnei*s  Naval  HiMtory,  toI.  iii. 
pp.  '^30,  297.    See  also  Naval  ChronicU,  toL  xiL  p.  1142. 
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TO  THE  RIGHT  HONOURABLE  GEORGE  ROSE. 

[Autograph,  in  tbe  possession  of  the  Right  Hon.  Sir  George  Rose,  G.C.H.] 

Victory,  May  25th,  IBOl. 

My  dear  Sir, 

Many  thanks  for  your  good  wishes.  I  bear  your  friends  in 
mind ;  but,  alas !  I  see  no  prospect  of  being  useful  to  them 
during  the  probably  short  stay  my  health  will  allow  me  to 
serve  in  the  Mediterranean  without  some  rest ;  and  I  expect  to 
eat  my  Christmas  dinner  in  England,  and  much  sooner  if  the 
French  Fleet  will  come  out.  I  only  serve  to  meet  them.  That 
done,  I  feel  the  great  demand  of  my  Country  is  complied 
with. 

I  have  read  with  attention  Mr.  Pitt's  speech'  respecting  the 
Admiralty.  My  mind  has  been  long  formed  upon  that  subject; 
and  with  all  my  personal  regard  for  Lord  St  Vincent,  I  am 
sorry  to  see  that  he  has  been  led  astray  by  the  opinion  of 
ignorant  people.  There  is  scarcely  a  thing  he  has  done  since 
he  has  been  at  the  Admiralty  that  I  have  not  heard  him 
reprobate  before  he  came  to  the  Board.  I  do  not  mean  but 
that  the  attempt  to  prevent  the  gross  abuses  in  our  Dock- 
yards, &c.  &c.,  was  laudable  ;  but  it  is  the  mode  of  reforming 
those  abuses  which  I  disapprove  of:  but  this  is  too  long  a 
subject  for  me  to  enter  into  upon  paper. 

I  had  wrote  a  Memoir,  many  months  ago,  upon  the  pro- 
priety of  a  Flotilla.  I  had  that  command  at  the  end  of  last 
War,  and  I  know  the  necessity  of  it,  even  had  you,  and  which 
you  ought  to  have,  thirty  or  forty  Sail  of  the  Line  in  the 
Ddwns  and  North  Sea,  besides  Frigates,  &c. ;  but  having 
failed  so  entirely  in  submitting  my  thoughts  upon  three  points, 
I  was  disheartened.  They  were  upon  the  speedy  Manning 
the  Navy  at  the  -commencement  of  a  War* — the  inducing  the 
Seamen  to  fly  into  the  Naval  Service  instead  of  from  it — and 
for  the  better  payment  of  Prize-money.*  I  have  not  the  vanity 
to  think  that  any  of  my  plans  were  perfect ;  but  they  were 
intended,  by  contradicting  my  plans,  to  bring  forth  better: 


■  Vide  p.  29,  ante.  *  Vide  vol.  t.  p.  44. 

*  Vide  vol.  T.  p.  03.    The  Memoir  on  the  FlotiUa  has  not  been  fonnd. 
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but  nothing  has  been  done,  and  something  was  and  is  neces- 
sary. 

Upon  the  accession  of  the  new  Emperor,  either  the  Invasion 
will  take  place,  or  we  shall  have  Peace.  Hoping  soon  to  take 
you  bj  the  hand,  I  am  ever,  my  dear  Sir,  your  much  obliged 
friend. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

The  Reverend  Mr.  Scott  desires  me  to  present  his  best 
respects;  and  I  cannot  let  this  opportunity  slip  of  telling  you 
that  his  abilities  are  of  a  very  superior  cast,  and  he  would  be 
a  most  useful  person  to  you,  or  any  one  high  in  Office,  for 
Foreign  matters  and  languages :  he  lives  with  me,  and,  there- 
fore, I  can  speak  confidently  of  his  abilities. 


TO  ADMIRAL  THE  EARL  OF  ST.  VINCENT,  K.B. 

[From  Clarke  and  M'Arthnr,  vol.  ii.  p.  i)04.] 

25th  May,  1804. 

There  is  no  real  happiness,  my  dear  Lord,  in  this  world : 
with  all  content  and  smiles  around  me,  up  start  these  Artillery 
bojrs  ;*  I  understand  they  are  not  beyond  that  age,  and  set  us 
all  at  defiance — speaking  in  the  most  disrespectful  manner  of 
the  Navy  and  its  Commanders,  &c.  I  know  you,  my  dear 
Lord,  so  well,  that  with  your  quickness,  the  matter  would 
have  been  settled,  and  perhaps  some  of  them  been  broke.  I 
am  perhaps  more  patient,  but  I  do  assure  you  not  less  re- 
solved, if  my  plan  of  conciliation  is  not  attended  to.  You 
and  I  arc  on  the  eve  of  quitting  the  theatre  of  our  exploits ; 
but  we  owe  it  to  our  successors,  never,  whilst  we  have  a 
tongue  to  speak,  or  a  hand  to  write,  to  allow  the  Navy  to  be 
in  the  smallest  degree  injured  in  its  discipline  by  our  conduct 
K  these  continued  attacks  upon  the  Navy  are  to  be  carried  on 
every  two  or  three  years,  it  would  be  much  better  for  the 
Navy  to  have  its  own  Corps  of  Artillery  :'  the  present  case  is 
indeed  with  -lads ;  but  they  are  set  on  by  men,  I  can  sec 

•  Vide  pp.  22,  23,  ante. 

*  This  was  aftirrwards  done  by  the  efttablishmeiit  of  a  brtinch  or  tlic  Hoy:U 
Marines,  called  the  **  Itoyid  Marine  Artillery." 

VOL.  XL  D 
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that  very  clearly.  The  new  Emperor  (bravo,  CorncanI)  wQl, 
I  hope,  begin  his  reign  by  ordering  his  fleet  to  come  out; 
for  if  they  do  not  very  soon,  they  will  wear  us  out,  and  most 
particularly  myself.  My  health  has  suflered  veiy  much,  but 
I  am  as  happy  in  the  command  as  man  can  be.    I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bbonte. 


TO  ADMIRAL  SIR  CHARLES  POLE,  BART.* 
[From  Clarke  and  M^Aithnr,  vol.  iL  p.  865.] 

[About  2dtb  May,  1804.] 

I  am  sure  Lord  St  Vincent  ought  to  feel  grateful  for  your 
zealous  support  of  his  measures  ;*  and  I  hope,  my  dear  Pole, 
you  will  stand  by  the  Navy  against  all  attempts  to  have 
Soldiers  placed  in  our  Ships,  independent  of  the  Naval  Act 
of  Parliament,  from  whatever  quarter  it  may  be  attempted : 
when  that  takes  place,  there  is  an  end  of  our  Navy, — there 
cannot  be  two  Commanders  in  one  Ship.  We  are  all  as  happy 
as  a  set  of  animals  can  be,  who  have  been  in  fact  more  than  a 
year  at  sea,  or  rather  without  going  ashore :  for,  with  the 
exception  of  anchoring  under  the  Northern  end  of  Sardinia, 
not  a  Ship  has  been  to  a  Naval  Yard  to  refit  during  that  time. 
Hope  keeps  us  up.    I  am,  &c., 

Nelson  and  Bbonte. 


TO  CAPTAIN  SIR  THOMAS  TROUBRIDGE,  BART^  ADMIRALTY, 
[From  Clarke  and  M' Arthur,  toL  ii.  p.  364.] 

[About  2&th  May,  ISOl.] 

My  dear  Troubridge, 
You  will  see  that  I  have  been  obliged  to  write  a  letter  to 
the  Admiralty,  on  the  subject  of  Soldiers  embarked  on  board 
Ships  of  War ;  and  I  have  written  it  strong,  as  I  know  it  must 
go  further  than  your  Board.  It  is  the  old  history — trying 
to  do  away  the  Act  of  Parliament;  but  I  trust  they  will 
never  succeed — for  when  they  do,  farewell  to  our  Naval  supe- 

'  Vide  vol.  i.  p.  37. 

•  Sir  Charles  Pole  had  upoken  in  the  House  of  Commons,  on  the  24th  of  March 
in  defence  of  the  Admiralty. 
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riority  !    We  should  be  prettily  commanded  I     You  may  say, 
'  they  are  not  intended  to  command  the  Navy,  but  that  the 
Navy  is  not  to  command  Soldiers  on  board  a  Ship.'    Let 
them  once  gain  the  step  of  being  independent  of  the  Navy  on 
board  a  Ship,  and  they  will  soon  have  the  other,  and  command 
us.     It  may  be  said,  *  if  the  Soldiers  behave  improperly,  they 
would  be  tried  by  a  Court-martial  on  shore :'  were  that  pos- 
sible, of  what  Members  would  that  Court  be  composed? 
Mostly  Subalterns,  I  fimcy,  who,  although  we  might  think 
the  Officer  had  behaved  very  improperly,  might,  and  probably 
would  think  that  he  had  behaved  very  properly  to  us  Sea- 
brutes.     But,  thank  God,  my  dear  Troubridge,  the  King 
himself  cannot  do  away  the  Act  of  Parliament.    Although 
my  career  is  nearly  run,  yet  it  would  embitter  my  future  days 
aiMl  expiring  moments,  to  hear  of  our  Navy  being  sacrificed 
to  the  Army.    I  can  readily  conceive  the  attempts  of  the 
Army  at  this  moment,  when  they  think  themselves  of  such 
great  importance.    The  Admiralty  order  might  lead  those 
wrong  who  do  not  know  that  nothing  but  an  Act  of  Parliament 
can  do  away  an  Act  of  Parliament   Ever,  my  dear  Troubridge, 

yours  most  faithfully. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  CAPTAIN  RICHARD  HU8SEY  MOUBRAY,  H.  M.  SHIP  ACTIVE. 

[Oider-BooLJ 

Victory,  at  Sea,  27th  May,  1804. 

You  are  hereby  reqnhred  and  directed  to  take  his  Majesty's 
Ship  named  in  the  margin*  under  your  command,  and  proceed 
immediately  to  the  head  of  the  Gulf  of  Lyons,  where  you  will 
take  a  sweep  for  the  space  of  forty-eight  hours,  in  order  to 
obtain  intelligence  of  the  Enemy's  intended  movements  at 
Toulon,  and  to  capture  or  destroy  any  of  their  numerous  Pri- 
vateers, which  I  understand  are  fitting  out  at  Marseilles;  and 
at  the  expiration  of  eight  days  from  the  date  hereof,  you  will 
join  me  on  Rendezvous  No.  102,  where  you  will  find  the 
Squadron,  or  orders  for  your  further  proceedings. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

*  Seahorse. 
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TO  LADY  HAMILTON. 
[From  '*  Lord  Nelson's  Letters  to  Lady  HamiUoii,''  toI.  iL  p.  39.] 

Vietorr,  May  27tli,  180L 

My  dearest  Emma, 

Yesterday,  I  took   Charles   Connor  on  boards  from  the 
Phoebe,  to  try  what  we  can  do  with  him.     At  present,  poor 
fellow,  he  has  got  a  very  bad  eye — ^and,  I  almost  fear,  that  he 
will  be  blind  of  it — owing  to  an  olive-stone  striking  the  eye : 
but  the  Surgeon  of  the  Victory,  who  is  by  far  the  most  ablfe 
medical  man  I  have  ever  seen,'  and  equally  so  as  a  Surgeon, 
[says]  that,  if  it  can  be  saved,  he  will  do  it     The  other  com- 
plaint, in  his  head,  is  but  little  more,  I  think,  than  it  was 
when  he  first  came  to  Deal ;  a  kind  of  silly  laugh,  when 
spoken  to.     He  always  complains  of  a  pain  in  the  back  part 
of  his  head ;  but  when  that  is  gone,  I  do  not  perceive  but 
that  he  is  as  wise  as  many  of  his  neighbours.     You  may  rely, 
my  dear  Emma,  that  nothing  shall  be  wanting,  on  my  part,  to 
render  him  every  service.     Capel,'  although,  I  am  sure,  very 
kind  to  younkers,  I  do  not  think,  has  the  knaek  of  keeping 
them  in  high  discipline ;  he  lets  them  be  their  own  masters 
too  much.     I  paid  Charles's  account,  yesterday ;  since  he  has 
been  in  the  Phoebe,  £155  14s.     However,  he  must  now  turn  a 
new  leaf;  and  I  sincerely  hope,  poor  fellow,  he  will  yet  do  well. 

I  wrote  you  on  the  22nd,  through  Rosas,  in  Spain ;  and  I 
shall  write,  in  a  few  days,  by  Barcelona :  this  goes  by  Gib- 
raltar. I  have  wrote  Admiral  Lutwidge;  Mrs.  Lutwidge 
must  wait,  for  I  cannot  get  through  all  my  numerous  letters : 
for,  whoever  writes,  although  upon  their  own  afBEurs,  are 
offended  if  they  are  not  answered.  I  have  not  seen  young 
Bailey  :  I  suppose,  he  is  in  the  Leviathan.  By  the  parcel^  I 
see,  he  is  in  the  Canopus ;  and  I  can,  at  present,  be  of  no  use 
to  him.  Charles  is  very  much  recovered.  I  write  you,  this 
<Jay,  by  Barcelona.  Your  dear  phiz — but  not  the  least  like 
you —  on  the  cup,  is  safe ;  but  I  would  not  use  it,  for  the  world ; 
for,  if  it  was  broke,  it  would  distress  me  very  much.  Your 
letters,  by  Swift,  I  shall  never  get  back.     The  French  Consul, 

•  Doctor,  now  Sir  George  Magratb,  K.Tl. 

'  Captain,  now  Vice-Admiral,  the  Honourable  Sir  TLomas  Bladen  Capcl,  K.C.B. 
Vide  vol.  iii.  pp.  7,  lOU. 
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at  Barcelona,  is  bragging  that  he  has  three  pictures  of  you 
from  the  Swift.     I  do  not  believe  him ;  but,  what  if  he  had  a 

hundred ! I  see,  Lord  Stafford  is  going  to  oppose  Mr. 

Addington ;  the  present  Ministry  cannot  stand.  I  wish  Mr. 
Addington  had  given  you  the  pension ;  Pitt  and  hard-hearted 
Grenviile,  never  will.  What  a  fortune  the  death  of  Lord 
Camelford  gives  him  I  Everything  you  tell  me  about  my  dear 
Horatia  charms  me.     I  think  I  see  her,  hear  her,  and  admire 

her;  but  she  is  like  her  dear,  dear  mother 

Mr.  Falcon  is  a  clever  man.  He  would  not  have  made  such 
a  blunder  as  our  fiiend  Drake  and  Spencer  Smith.  I  hear  the 
last  is  coming,  vid  Trieste,  to  Malta.  Perhaps,  he  wants  to 
get  to  Constantinople ;  and,  if  the  Spencers  get  in,  the  Smiths 
will  get  anything,  Mr.  Elliot,  I  hear,  is  a  candidate  for  it. 
He  complains  of  the  expense  of  Naples,  I  hear ;  and,  that  he 
cannot  make  both  ends  meet,  although  he  sees  no  company. 
The  histories  of  the  Queen  arc  beyond  whatever  I  have  heard 
from  Sir  William.  Prince  Leopold's  establishment  is  all 
French.  The  Queen's  favourite,  Lieutenant-Colonel  St  Clair, 
was  a  subaltern ;  La  Tour,  the  Captain  in  the  Navy ;  and, 
another !  However,  I  never  touch  on  these  matters ;  for,  I 
care  not  how  she  amuses  herself.  It  will  be  the  upset  of 
Acton ;  or,  rather,  he  will  not,  I  am  told,  stay.  The  King  is 
angry  with  her ;  his  love  is  long  gone  by.  I  have  only  one  word 
more — Do  not  believe  a  syllable  the  newspapers  say,  or  what 
you  hear.  Mankind  seems  fond  of  telling  lies.  Remember 
me  kindly  to  Mrs.  Cadogan,  and  to  all  our  mutual  friends, 
and  be  assured  that  I  am,  &c.  Nelson  and  Bronte. 

George  Campbell*  desires  me  always  to  present  his  best 
respects;  and  make  mine  to  good  Mr.  Yonge.  What  can  I 
write  him  ?  1  am  sure  he  must  have  great  pleasure  in  attend- 
ing you:  and  when  you  see  Sir  William  Scott,^  make  my 
best  regards  acceptable  to  him.  There  is  no  man  I  have  a 
higher  opinion  of,  both  as  a  public  and  private  character. 
You  will  long  ago  have  had  my  letter,  with  one  to  Davison, 
desiring  he  will  pay  for  the  alterations  at  Merton.  I  shall  send 
you  a  letter  for  the  hundred  pounds  a  month  to  the  Bank.^ 

*  Rear-Admiral  George  Campbell.  '  Afterwords  Lord  Stowell. 

'  After  the  death  of  Sir  William  Hamilton,  Lord  Nelson  mode  Lady  Ilamiltoa 
an  annoal  allowaaoe  of  J^ViOO, 
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C:QLzii»:oes  :t  :z£  AinfriijeT.  &  ccpr  %£  mj  ader  of  tlus 
CftT  —  C4::cs=.  Rttas.  cif  tie  G^cahzr :  aod  ako^  of  my  letter 
t^  C,4 — VK:ogr  Orvsj.  r^acipulug  the  lefit  of  that  9i^ 
«Lk^  T.xi  viZ  pueKe  t:  comsmaxaae  to  their  LardshipB; 
ai>i  ftlfo,  ^L^q-j^in:  tbem  i&tf  the  Kent  will  be  oidered  to 
ppjceed  to  Er^taad  in  Jclj  next — beii:^  the  most  moderate 
wason  of  the  jear :  and*  ieaifiil  of  anj  accident  happening  to 
her,  I  shall  direct  a  Trassport  to  accompany  her  on  the 
passage.  The  Renown  will  take  her  place  at  N^des^  but  she 
ought  to  proceed  to  England  before  the  winter,  and  the  Superb 
must  also  be  sent  to  England  before  that  period  anivesy  as  her 
stem,  and  the  knees  of  her  head,  are  loose  and  broke; 
nothing  but  the  great  exertions  of  Captain  Keats  has  kept  her 
at  fica  thiis  last  season.  The  Triumph  will  go  to  Gibraltar  to 
g^t  a  new  friremast,  and  probably  be  careened  before  the 
wiiiU;r,  if  their  Lordships  do  not  think  proper  that  she  should 
|>roci!i!(l  U)  England.     I  am,  &&, 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


AT.  45.J  LETTEBa  39 

TO  CAPTAIN  GEORGE  FREDERICK  RYVES,  H,  M.  SHIP 

GIBRALTAR. 

[Order-Book.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  28th  May,  1804. 

The  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  having  ordered 
Commissioner  Otway  to  refit  his  Majesty's  Ship  Gibraltar, 
under  your  commanc^  as  signified  to  me  in  Sir  Evan  Nepean's 
letter,  dated  the  21st  December,  1803,  You  are,  in  obedience  to 
their  Lordships'  direction,  hereby  required  and  directed  to  pro- 
ceed with  his  Majes^'s  said  Ship  to  Gibraltar,  and  put  her 
into  the  hands  of  the  Naval  Yard  0£Scers  at  that  place ;  but 
should  Commissioner  Otway,  after  examining  the  Gibraltar, 
find  that  she  cannot  be  made  an  efficient  Ship,  I  have  directed 
him  to  state  the  same  to  you  officially  by  letter,  upon  receipt 
of  which,  you  are  to  proceed,  without  a  moment's  loss  of  time, 
to  Rendezvous  Na  97»  under  Cape  St  Sebastians,  where 
there  is  a  Frigate  stationed  to  acquaint  any  of  his  Majesty's 
Ships  of  my  Rendezvous ;  and  upon  your  joining  me,  I  shall 
direct  the  Gibraltar  to  proceed  to  Malta,  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  the  Trade  which  may  be  collected  there  firom  the 
Archipelago  and  Adriatic  to  England.  Conmiissioner  Otway 
is  furnished  with  a  copy  of  this  order,  that  no  delay  may 
attend  its  being  put  into  immediate  execution. 

Nelson  and  Bbonte* 
Memorandum. 

It  is  my  directions  that  you  receive  Doctor  Scott  and  the 
Agent  Victualler  of  the  fleet  on  board  the  Gibraltar ;  and  if 
in  passing  Rendezvous  Na  97,  under  Cape  St  Sebastians, 
you  should  fall  in  with  the  Juno,  you  will  deliver  the  accom- 
panying letter  to  Captain  Richardson,  and  afterwards  land 
Doctor  Scott  with  my  dispatches  at  Barcelona. 


TO  CAPTAIN  SUTTON,  H.  M.  SHIP  AMPUION. 

[Autograph,  in  the  possession  of  Captain  Ives  Sutton.] 
My  dear  Sutton,  victory,  May  29th,  1804. 

If  by  any  chance  a  Ship  of  the  Line  should  become  vacant, 
wohld  you  like  to  have  her?  I  have  been  told  that  you 
would ;  and  you  will  believe  that  I  shall,  upon  every  occasion, 
be  hi^py  to  meet  your  wishes,  being  most  truly,  your  much 
obliged.  Nelson  and  Bronte. 
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TO  WILLIAM  MAR8DEN»  ESQ.,  ADMIRALTY. 

[Original  in  the  Admiralty.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  20tli  May,  1 601. 

Sir, 
You  will  please  to  acquaint  the  Lords  Commissioners  of 
the  Admiralty,  that  his  Majesty's  Ship  Victory,  on  her  passage 
to  the  Mediterranean,  captured  the  Ambuscade  French  Fri- 
gate, manned  her  with  a  sufficient  number  of  Officers  and 
Seamen,  and  directed  her  to  proceed  to  Gibraltar.  On  her 
way  there,  and  after  she  had  parted  company  with  the  Victoiji 
slie  fell  in  with  and  captured  the  Marie  llierese,  a  French 
Merchantman,  and  carried  her  with  her  to  that  place.  On 
the  Ambuscade's  arrival  off  the  Mole  with  her  Prize,  as  above, 
the  Rcvolutionaire  and  Bittern,  who  were  lying  there,  sent 
out  their  Boats  to  the  said  Merchant-Ship,  (knowing  her  to 
be  the  Ambuscade's  Prize,)  and  afterwards  laid  in  their  claim 
as  joint  captors  in  the  Vice-Admiralty  Court  at  Gibraltar; 
but  ujx)n  trial  of  the  said  Vessel,  their  claim  was  thrown  out, 
and  the  Marie  Therese  condemned  as  sole  and  legal  prize  to 
the  Victory.  The  Agent,  consequently,  (after  keeping  the 
proceeds  a  considerable  time  in  his  possession  to  meet  the 
claims  of  those  Ships,  in  the  event  of  any  having  been 
established  by  them  in  England,)  not  hearing  of  any  claim 
being  made,  sent  the  Prize-money  to  the  Victory  for  distri- 
bution ;  but  has  since  acquainted  the  Captain  of  that  Ship 
that  the  Marie  Therese  is  claimed  as  a  Droit  of  Admiralty. 
I  therefore  request  you  will  be  pleased  to  lay  this  particular 
case  before  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  and 
move  their  Lordships,  under  the  circumstances  before  men- 
tioned, to  order  the  Admiralty  claim  (if  any  has  been  made) 
to  be  withdrawn,  as  I  consider  it  a  very  great  hardship  upon 
the  Officers  and  Seamen  of  the  Victory.^    I  am,  &a. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


*  Lord  Nelson  repeated  tliis  inquiry  on  the  1st  of  Augnst,  1800,  and  the  Admi- 
ralty, having  referred  to  their  Proctor,  Mr.  Gosling,  they  forwarded  his  fieport  to 
Lord  Nclrion  on  the  2'ind  of  that  mouth.  It  stated  that  the  Lords  of  Appeal  had, 
on  the  .'uh  of  April  IHO.*),  reverncd  the  sentence  by  which  the  Marie-Therese  bad 
leeu  adjudged  a  Prise  to  the  Victory,  and  condemned  the  Ship  and  Cargo  as  a 
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TO  DR.  BAIRD, 
{.From  "  The  Atheneum,"  and  Clarke  fnd  M*Arthur,  toI.  ii.  p.  367.] 

Victory,  May  30th,  1804. 

My  dear  Sir, 

I  have  many  thanks  to  give  you  for  your  truly  kind  letter 
of  January  24tb.  From  what  we  hear  about  Buonaparte's 
being  Emperor,  perhaps  it  will  bring  about  a  Peace;  and  if 
we  give  up  Malta,  it  will  be  unnecessary  to  make  a  Naval 
Hospital.  I  have  sent  Dr.  Snipe  to  look  at  the  place,  with 
Sir  Alexander  Ball,  and  to  take  care  that  we  have  the  ground 
with  the  house';  for,  with  the  ground,  it  is  the  most  healthy 
and  eligible  situation  in  Yalette  Harbour;  without  it,  con- 
fined  with  four  bare  walls,  it  would  be  the  very  worst  place 
in  the  place,  for  the  heat  would  be  intolerable. 

The  health  of  this  Fleet  cannot  be  exceeded ;  and  I  really 
believe  that  my  shattered  carcase  is  in  the  worst  plight  of  the 
whole  Fleet.  I  have  had  a  sort  of  rheumatic  fever,  they  tell 
me  ;  but  I  have  felt  the  blood  gushing  up  the  left  side  of  my 
head,  and  the  moment  it  covers  the  brain,  I  am  fast  asleep : 
I  am  now  better  of  that ;  and  with  violent  pain  in  my  side, 
and  night-sweats,  with  beat  in  the  evening,  and  quite  flushed. 
The  pain  in  my  head,  nor  spasms,^  I  have  not  had  for  some 
time.  [Mr.  Magrath,  whom  I  admire  for  his  great  abilities 
every  day  I  live,  gives  me  excellent  remedies ;  but  we  must 
lose  such  men  from  our  Service,  if  the  Army  goes  on  in 
encouraging  Medical  men,  whilst  we  do  nothing.  I  am  sure 
much  ought  to  be  done  for  our  Naval  Surgeons,  or  how  can 
wc  expect  to  keep  valuable  men  ?  I  look  to  you  not  only  to 
propose  it,  but  to  enforce  it,  to  Lord  St.  Vincent,  who  nmst  be 
anxious  to  preserve  such  a  valuable  set  of  men  to  the  Navy.**] 

VVith  every  kind  wish  for  your  health  and  happiness,  I  am 
always,  my  dear  doctor,  your  much  obliged  friend. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

Droit  of  Admiralty,  taken  by  the  Non*Commis8ioued  Ship  Ambuscade ;  aud  the 
Lords  assigned  the  accounts  of  sales  and  proceeds  to  be  brought  in." — Original 
Letter  in  the  Croker  Papers. 

'  **  The  pain  in  my  heart,  not  spasms/'  in  the  copy  in  Clarke  and  M'Arthur. 

'  The  passage  within  brackets  is  supplied  from  the  copy  in  Clarke  aud  M'Arthur. 
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I  wish  it  may  be  in  [roy]  power  to  be  useful  to  your  friend 
Mr.  Hammick,"  on  board  the  Renown ;  but  I  see  no  prospect 
at  present. 


ORDERS  FOR  REAR-ADMIRAL  SIR  RICHARD  BICKERTON,  BART. 

[Autograph  draught  in  the  poisession  of  the  BeTerend  Henry  Oirdlestone,  uA 

Order-Book.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  Slat  May,  IS04. 

I  am  going  off  the  Port  of  Toulon  with  the  Van  Division 
of  the  Fleet  You  are  to  remain  with  the  Lee  Division  and 
Bombs,  South  of  Porto  Cross ;  but  on  no  acccnmt  to  come  to 
the  Northward  of  42 :  20  N.,  as  nearer  than  that  distance 
Ships  are  seen  from  the  HiSres  Islands.  And  as  the  Victual- 
lers are  hourly  expected  from  Malta,  you  will  direct  the  Ships 
with  you  to  complete  to  five  months.  You  will  send  me  an 
account  when  the  Victuallers  arrive,  that  I  may  return  and 
clear  them. 

Should  the  Childers  join,  you  will  send  her  to  me,  and  also 
the  Narcissus ;  and  should  anything  particular  happen,  so  as 
to  make  a  communication  for  other  purposes  necessary,  you 
will  send  a  Ship  to  me,  directing  her  Commander  to  approach 
Toulon,  or  the  Ships  off  that  place,  with  great  caution. 

Nelson  akd  Bbonts. 


TO  HIS  EXCELLENCY  COUNT  WORONZOW. 

[From  Clarke  and  M'Arthur,  vol.  ii.  p.  368.] 

8l8t  May,  1804. 

These  gentlemen,'  being  lad%  must  be  treated  in  a  different 
manner  to  the  grown-up  Officers  we  have  formerly  had.  The 
allowance  made  them  from  the  Emperor,  is,  I  understand^ 

*  Mr.  Stephen  Love  Hammiok,  Surgeon  of  the  Renown,  was  for  many  years 
Surgeon  to  the  Royal  Hospital  at  Plymouth.  He  was  created  a  Baronet  in  July 
1884. 

I  Some  young  Russian  gentlemen,  who  were  placed  in  our  Ships  in  the  Medi- 
terranean^  that  Uiey  mi^t  learn  our  Naral  system,  (Tide  toI.t.  p.  448.)  The  policy 
of  our  having  taught  Foreigners  to  become  Naval  Officers  seems  incomprehensible. 
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£40  a  year,  which  sum  is  very  well  after  the  yomigsters  are 
fitted  out,  and  the  Ship  they  are  in  haa  sailed ;  bat  to  fit  them 
out  and  keep  them  a  year,  it  is  by  no  means  a  su£5cient  sum. 
I  would,  therefore,  propose,  that  the  twelve  lads  who  came  out 
in  the  Royal  Sovereign,  should  have  all  their  outfit  paid,  and 
passage  to  Plymouth,  and  that  the  £40  a  year  should  not 
commence  until  the  day  the  Royal  Sovereign  sailed  firom 
Plymouth.  It  costs  an  English  lad  firom  70  to  £100  to  fit  him 
out,  besides  his  yearly  stipend ;  and  these  very  fine  lads  must 
have  hats,  shoes,  &c.,  and  money  for  their  mess.  I  do  not 
think  they  will  have  many  opportunities  of  spending  their 
money  adiore.  I  shall  cause  inquiries  to  be  made  into  their 
little  wants,  and  shall  advance  the  money.  They  are  most  ex- 
ceedingly good  boys,  and  are  very  much  liked  in  the  Ships 
they  are  placed  in.    I  am,  &&, 

Nelson  ai^d  Bronte. 


TO  THE  RIGHT  HONOURABLE  LORD  HOBART. 

[Autograph,  in  the  Colonial  Office.] 

Victory,  May  Slat,  1804. 

My  Lord, 
I  have  been  honoured  with  your  Lordship's  duplicate  letter 
of  March  8th' — ^the  original,  I  presume,  taken  in  the  Swift 

t  M  Secret* 

<*  Downing  Street,  8th  March,  18(U. 
"  My  Lord, — I  have  received  your  Lordahip'a  letters  referred  to  in  the  margin, 
(22nd  December,  1803;  4th  January,  1804;  6th  ditto;  10th  ditto;  20th  ditto; 
20th  ditto,)  and  I  have  great  pleaanre  in  expressing  the  approbation  of  his  Miyesty's 
confidential  senrants,  of  the  energy  and  spirit  which  have  marked  your  Lordship's 
conduct,  in  the  measures  that  you  have  taken  with  respect  to  the  Dey  of  Algiers, 
as  well  as  the  discreUon  and  good  sense  with  which  your  orders  haye  been  executed  by 
Captain  KeaU;  The  instructions  of  the  9th  January,  which  by  his  Miyesty's  com- 
mands, 1  communicated  to  your  Lc^dship,  will  have  reached  you  shortly  after  the 
date  of  your  last  Dispatches,  and  your  Lordship  will  have  observed  that  they  per- 
fectly accord  with  the  determination  you  had  previously  taken,  to  forbear  proceed- 
ing to  actual  hostilities,  until  you  can  strike  an  effectual  blow  against  the  Algerine 
Cruizers.  But  as  your  Lordship  has  mentioned  the  latter  end  of  the  month  of 
April,  as  the  period  which  you  would  fix  for  the  commencement  of  operations,  it 
has  appeared  advisable  to  his  Miyesty's  Ministers  that  another  communication 
should  be  made  to  the  Dey  of  Algiers,  in  the  hope  that  means  may  yet  be  found  fbr 
procuring  due  satisfaction  for  the  honour  of  this  eoantry»  without  having  recourse 


44  LETTEBS.  [1804. 

Cutter.  Expecting  your  Lordship's  answer,  I  did  not,  of 
course^  commence  hostilities  against  the  Dey's  Cruizers.  I 
meant  that  the  28th  of  April  was  about  the  time  of  their 
sailing,  and  when  an  effective  blow  might  be  struck.  .  I  do 
not  think  the  Dey  has  ventured  to  send  his  Cruizers  to 


to  measures  of  decided  hostility.  By  personal  communioation  vith  Ifr.  Falcon, 
the  fact  of  the  Moorish  women  having  been  found  in  his  house,  is  clearly  estaUiahed; 
but  from  the  representation  of  that  gentleman,  no  doubt  can  be  entertained  of  their 
having  been  introduced  without  his  knowledge.  As,  however,  it  is  understood  that 
the  women  themselves,  as  well  as  a  French  servant  belonging  to  Mr.  Falcon,  have 
been  induced  to  declare  that  Mr.  Falcon  and  his  Secretary,  were  the  persons  on 
who.He  account  they  were  admitted  into  the  house  of  the  Consul,  the  conduct  of  the 
Dey,  with  reference  to  the  prejudices  of  the  Moorish  people,  may  admit  of  some  de- 
gree of  palliation,  although  it  is  not  possible  for  him  to  justify  the  insult  offered  to 
his  Majesty's  Representative,  by  the  abrupt  manner  in  which  he  was  sent  away 
from  Algient.  Under  this  impression,  and  in  consequence  of  Mr.  Falcon's  repre- 
sentation since  his  return  to  England,  intimating  that  many  drcnmstances  had 
occurred,  which  were  calculated  to  render  him  peculiarly  obnoxious  to  the  Dey; 
and  OS  the  Dey  litis  siguifted  Ids  readiness  to  receive  any  other  person  whom  his 
MnjcHty  might  think  proper  to  nominate  as  Ids  Consul  at  Algiers,  his  Migesty's 
Mininters  are  of  opinion  that  your  Lordsldp  should,  with  the  least  possible  delay, 
tnke  such  measures  as  shall  appear  to  you  most  proper,  for  causing  it  to  be'  signified 
to  the  Dey  that  your  Lordship  might  be  induced  to  interpose  your  good  offices  with 
his  Majesty's  Government,  for  the  purpose  of  having  the  appointment  of  Consul 
conferred  upon  some  other  person,  provided  the  Dey  shall,  in  tlie  first  instance, 
express  his  concern  for  the  disrespect  which  had  been  shown  to  the  accredited 
Agent  of  his  Majesty,  in  the  person  of  Mr. Falcon;  and  provided, likewise,  that  the 
MaltcBc  inhabitants  captured  by  the  Algerine  Cruizers,  and  held  in  slavery  at 
Algiers,  be  restored,  as  also  tlieir  Vessels  and  cargoes,  or  a  [lecuniory  comjiensation 
made  for  the  damages  sustained  by  their  detention.  If  the  communication  of  such 
a  favourable  disposition  on  the  port  of  your  Lordsldp,  should  foil  to  produce  the 
effect  tliut  might  reasonably  be  expected  from  it,  it  will  then  become  necessary  that 
the  Dey  should  be  mode  to  feci  that  the  power  of  punishment  for  the  insult  oflfered 
by  him,  is  equal  to  the  moderation  and  forbearance  that  have  been  observed  towards 
him;  and  I  have  an  entire  confidence  tliut  your  Lordship  will  so  regulate  your 
proceedings,  as  to  be  able  to  take  the  most  efiectuol  measures  fur  that  purpose. 
Inclosed  I  send  your  Lordship  a  copy  of  the  Treaty  of  the  10th  of  March,  1401, 
entered  into  by  his  Majesty's  Agent  and  Consul-General,  Mr.  Falcon,  and  his 
Highness  Mustapha  Dey,  Bashaw  and  Governor  of  Algiers,  by  which  your  Lord- 
sldp will  observe  that,  fh)m  the  7th  of  December  1800,  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Island  of  Malta  are  to  be  treated  upon  the  same  footing  as  the  rest  of  his  Miyesty's 
subjects.     I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. — Hobart.** — Original, 

Copy  of  the  Treaty  enclosed  in  the  preceding  Letter : — 

"  Whereas  the  Island  of  Malta,  in  the  Mediterranean  Sea,  has  been  conquered 
by  his  Britanidc  Majesty's  arms,  it  is  now  hereby  agreed,  and  fully  concluded, 
between  John  Falcon,  Esquire,  his  Britannic  Miyesty's  Agent  and  Consul-General 
for  tlie  City  and  Kingdom  of  Algier,  and  his  Highness  Mustapha  Dey,  Bashaw 
and  Governor,  &c.  &c.  of  Algier,  that  fipom  the  seventh  day  of  December  last,  1800, 
(be  iohabitanta  thereof  shall  be  treated  upon  the  same  footing  as  the  rest  of  bis 
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I  have  sent  Captain  Keats  to  Algiers ;  and,  unless  the  Dey  is 
set  on,  and  supported  by  the  French  against  us,  I  have  every 
hope,  that  now  Mr.  Falcon  is  out  of  the  question,  matters 
will  be  amicably  settled*  As  for  three  Bombs  going  against 
Algiers,  I  could  as  soon  whistle  the  walls  down.  If  force  is  to 
be  used,  not  less  than  ten  or  twelve  Sail  of  the  Line,  and  as 
many  Bombs  as  possible,  could,  in  my  opinion,  produce  the 
pn^r  effect  of  humbling  him;  and  I  feel  that  a  Fleet  is  not, 
at  this  moment,  to  be  crippled  on  such  a  service. 

The  moment  Captain  Keats  returns,  I  shall  write  to  your 
Lordship  the  result  of  his  mission ;  and  I  am,  &&, 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

TO  SPIRIDION  F0RE8TI,  ESQ^  CORFU, 

[From  ClariLe  and  H^Artbnr,  toI.  ii.  p.  305.] 

[About  81st  May,  1804.] 

The  only  place  to  guard  agiunst  a  coup  de  main  from,  was 
Toulon,  where  12,000  Troops  are  ready  for  embarkation  :  this 
I  have  taken  effectual  care  to  prevent,  by  a  perseverance  at 
sea  never  surpassed  in  the  annals  of  the  world — not  a  Ship  in 
this  Fleet  has  been  into  any  Port  to  refit  since  the  War,  and 
te  this  moment  I  never  have  had  my  foot  out  of  the  Ship.'  I 
am,  &c..  Nelson  and  Bronte. 

TO ,  MANAGER  OF  THE  ESTATE  OF  BRONTE. 

[From  Clarice  and  M'Arthur,  vol.  ii.  p.  366.] 

[About  May,  1804.] 

I  am  SO  little  vensed  in  business,  that  I  hardly  know  how  to 
answer  your  letter.     Ungrateful  as  the  Brontese  have  behaved, 

Britannic  Migesty's  subjects ;  and  the  said  Island  shall  be  considered  in  all  respects 
like  the  other  places  subject  to  the  Crown  of  Great  Britaini  and  agreeable  to  the 
Conrention  made  with  his  Britannic  Migesty  by  Bracen  Rais,  Ambassador  from  his 
Highness  the  Dey.  Confirmed  and  sealed  in  the  warlike  City  and  Kingdom  of 
Algier,  in  the  presence  of  Almighty  God,  the  10th  day  of  March,  1801,  and  in  tie 
year  of  the  Hegira  1216,  and  the  0th  day  of  the  moon  Gelip. — John  Falcon. 

'  Clarke  and  M'Arthur  state,  in  a  note  to  this  letter,  on  the  authority  of  the  Duke 
of  Clarence,  (yol.ii.  p.  302,)  that  "Lord  Nelson  never  went  out  of  the  Victory  but 
three  times,  and  then  on  the  King's  service,  from  his  leaving  England  in  1803,  to 
his  retom  in  August  1805 ;  and  none  of  these  absences  from  his  Ship  exceeded  an 
hoar.** 


46  LETTERS  [1804. 

yet  the  Prince shall  never,  npon  any  considendon,  be 

their  roaster  for  an  hour.  In  Sicily,  I  suppose,  they  have 
certain  forms  and  customs  as  we  have  in  England.  The 
gentry  may  forget  that  I  am  master.  I  consider  that  we  deal 
on  the  strictest  honour,  our  wards  art  our  bonds.*  You  may 
assure  the  Brontese,  that  I  shall  never  consent  to  anything 
which  can  oppress  them.  At  this  moment  I  can  only  think 
of  the  French  fleet     I  am,  &c., 

Nblbon  and  Bboktr. 


TO  GEORGE  MATCHAM,  ESQ. 
[From  Clarice  and  M'Arthur,  vol.  iL  p.  860.] 

I  fear  my  friends  think,  that  I  neglect  those  I  ought  to  be 
attentive  to;  but  be  assured,  my  dear  Mr.  Matcham,  that 
whether  I  write  or  not,  my  heart  always  stands  in  the  right 
place  to  yon,  my  dear  Sister,  and  her  fiimily.     I  am,  &c«. 

Nelson  and  Bbonte. 


TO  CAPTAIN  HENRY  RICHARDSON,  H.M.  SHIP  JUNO. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  31st  May,  1804. 

Sir, 
As  the  Enemy  at  Toulon  are  in  the  habit  of  sending  their 
Frigates  several  leagues  from  Cape  Sepct,  under  the  cover  of 
two  or  more  Ships  of  the  Line,  I  am  to  desire  that  you  will 
acquaint  the  Captain  or  Commander  of  any  of  his  Majesty^s 
Ships  or  Vessels,  in  search  of  me,  thereof,  and  recommend  the 
greatest  caution  to  them  in  passing  that  place,  on  their  way  to 
join  me,  on  my  Rendezvous  No.  102.  Should  Mr.  Ford,  the 
Agent-Victualler,  join  the  Juno,  you  will  land  him  at  Palamos, 
pr  as  near  the  Bay  of  Rosas  as  you  may  judge  prudent,  con- 
sistent with  the  service  you  are  employed  on.    I  am,  &c.. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

*  "  In  a  letter  afterwards  to  a  noble  Spaniard,  hia  Lordship  said,  <  I  can  aasnre 
you.  Sir,  that  tlie  word  of  honour  of  every  C^>tain  of  a  British  Man-of-War  is 
equal,  not  only  to  mine,  but  to  that  of  any  person  in  Europe,  howerer  elevated  bis 
rank;  "^Clarke  and  APArthur,  vol.  ii.  p.  300. 


•  450  LETTEBa  47 

TO  CAPTAIN  ROBERT  PETTET,  H.  M,  SLOOP  TERMAGANT. 

[Older-Book.] 

Viotory,  at  Sea,  lit  June,  1B04. 

You  are  hereby  required  and  directed  to  receive  my  public 

dispatches  on  boiffd  his  Majesty's  Sloop  Termagant,  under  your 

command,  and  proceed  widi  them  to  Naples  with  as  little  delay 

as  possible ;  and  on  your  arrival  there,  you  will  deliver  them  to 

his  Excellency  Hugh  Elliot,  Esq.,  his  Majesty's  Minister  at  that 

Court,  acquainting  him  that  you  are  directed  to  wait  for  his 

answersiy  and  such  dispatches  as  he  may  have  to  forward  to 

me  (which  I  hope  will  not  detain  you  long).     Having  received 

Mr.  Elliof  s  answers  to  my  letters,  you  will  return  and  join 

me  on  Rendezvous  No.  102,  without  a  moment's  loss  of  time, 

where  you  will  find  the  Squadron,  or  orders  for  your  further 

proceedings. 

Nelson  and  Bbonte. 
Memorandum. 

If  the  weather  permits,  you  have  my  permission  to  pass  on 

the  East  side  of  the  Island  of  Corsica,  in  your  way  to  Naples, 

in  order  to  intercept  a  French  twenty-gun  Ship,  which  I  have 

received  information  is  cruizing  on  that  coast 

Nelson  and  Beontb. 


TO  HIS  EXCELLENCY  HUGH  ELLIOT,  ESQ. 

[Aatoi^rtph,  in  tiM  Elliot  Papen.  <*  Friday,  Ist  Jane.  At  6  a.x.,  Cape  Bieie 
bon  N.  b  W.  ^  W.,  distant  5  leagues.  At  II,  a  Ship  of  the  Line  and  one  Frigate 
of  the  Enemy's  under  sail,  near  Cape  Sepet'*— Ftdofys  Log.} 

■ 

Victory,  June  Ist,  1804. 

My  dear  Sir, 
I  was  honoured  by  the  Gibraltar  with  your  Excellency's 
letters  of  May  6th,  and  I  have  read  with  much  interest  (now 
and  then  with  sorrow)  their  contents*  The  politics  of  Europe 
will  probably  so  completely  turn  upon  a  Monarchical  Govern- 
ment being  again  formed  in  France,  that  I  believe  no  one  can 
guess  what  the  two  Emperors  of  Russia  and  Germany  will  do. 
If  they  acknowledge  Napoleon  as  their  brother,  there  is  no 
great  honour  in  being  allied  to  their  family ;  but  I  think  in 
that  case  it  will  give  us  peace.     If  they  will  not  call  him 
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brother  (Gracious  Heaven!  thy  ways  are  hid  firom  man!) 
Jack  Corse  brother  to  two  Emperors !  then  I  suppose  we  shall 
have  a  general  War.  Either  way,  it  must  benefit  both  England 
and  Naples.  The  French  papers  tell  us  of  the  great  proba- 
bility of  a  change  of  Ministry.^  It  is  certain  they  cannot 
carry  on  the  business  of  the  Nation  with  only  a  majority  of 
thirty-seven  in  the  House  of  Commons ;  and  I  rather  think 
in  the  House  of  Lords  they  will  be  in  a  minority^  But 
most  likely  you  know  these  matters  sooner  than  we  do.  I  had 
a  line  firom  Mr.  Frere  of  May  2nd.  In  answer  to  mine 
respecting  the  probability  of  a  Spanish  War,  he  says — ^viz., 
'  Not  having  my  cipher  at  hand,  I  can  only  say  that  I  think 
you  need  not  be  influenced  by  the  apprehensions  which  yon 
mention:'  therefore,  I  should  think  that  Mr.  Frere  would 
hardly  wilfully  lead  me  into  a  blind  security.  He  would  take 
a  severe  responsibility  if  he  did. 

I  observe  what  you  say  about  888.  You  may  safely  rely 
that  I  never  trust  a  Corsican  or  a  Frenchman.  I  would  give 
the  devil  all  the  good  ones  to  take  the  remainder.  I 
am  close  oflf  Toulon,  with  Victory,  Canopus,  Donegal,  Bel- 
leisle,  and  Excellent,  in  hopes  to  tempt  Mr.  La  Touche  out 
of  Port  Sir  Richard  Bickerton  I  have  sent  to  another 
station.  The  French  have  eight  Sail  of  the  Line  in  the 
Outer  Road,  and  six  Frigates,  and  two  or  three  of  the  Line  in 
the  Inner  Road.  I  must  try  and  finish  my  career  before 
winter ;  for  I  have  not  an  idea  of  being  able  to  encounter  such 
another  as  the  last.  You  may  be  assured  his  SartUnian 
Majesty  shall  want  no  support  in  my  power  to  give  him. 
The  answer  of  Russia  is  unworthy  a  great  Emperor  to  a  little 
King,  whom  he  pretends  to  protect ;  but  such  things  are.  [Be- 
lieve] at  least,  that  I  am,  with  the  truest  respect  and  esteem, 
your  Excellency's  most  obedient  and  faithful  Servant, 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

*  A  cbange  of  Administration  bad  taken  place  on  tlie  I2tb  of  May,  wben  Mr. 
Pitt  succeeded  Mr.  Addington  &s  Prime  Minister;  Karl  Camden  became  Secretary 
of  State  fur  tbe  War  Department ;  and  tbe  new  Board  of  Admiralty  consisted  of 
Viscount  Melville  (First  Lonl);  Sir  Pbilip  Stepbens,  Bart.;  Vice  Admiral  .Tames 
Ciambier ;  Captain  Sir  Harry  Burrard  Neale,  Bart. ;  Admiral  Sir  Jolm  Colpoy^,  K.B. ; 
Vice  Admiral  Pbilip  Patton;  and  William  Dickenson,  Esq.  Of  tbese  Members, 
Sir  Pbilip  Stcpbens  and  Sir  Harry  Burrard  Neale  bad  belonged  to  tbe  preceding 
^Board ;  and  tbe  former  bad  been  a  Lord  of  tbe  Admiralty  since  Marcb  1795. 
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TO  HIS  EXCELLENCY  HUOH  ELLIOT,  ESQ. 
[Aatogn^b,  in  Ibe  EUiot  Papers.] 

My  dear  Sir,  viriorr,  Jnne  lix,  itxii. 

I  have  taken  your  son  William*  out  of  the  Gibraltar,  and 
Captun  Parker  of  the  Amazon  has  been  so  good  as  to  take 
hitn  in  that  Ship,  when  she  next  joins.  The  Gibraltar  is  too 
loige'ibr  him,  I  am  sure  he  will  make  a  Seaman :  his  bent 
lays  that  way,  and  his  real  good  sense  is  rarely  met  with  in 
any  age  of  life.  Captain  Ryves  sailed  yesterday  for  Gibraltar 
— I  RDi  sure,  fully  impressed  with  the  kindness  of  their 
Majesties,  your  Excellency,  and  Sir  John  Acton  towards 
him.  With  respect  to  the  conduct  of  the  Gibraltar,  I  trust 
every  English  Ship  of  War  will  conduct  herself  equally  well. 
I  wonder  that  General  Acton  should  for  one  moment  believe 
the  professions  of  General  St.  Cyr,  more  especially  coming 
through  the  mouth  of  Michcroux,  who  I  know  of  old.  Did 
the  French  ever  appear  friendly,  but  for  the  purpose  of  mure 
readily  destroying  those  whom  tboy  can  cajoled  This  word  is 
English,  although  it  writes  very  bad.  I  liave  more  fears  for 
Maples  and  Sicily  than  Malta. 

I  have  not  mentioned  any  time  in  Captain  Pellet's  orders, 
bat  I  rely  that  your  Excellency  will  not  keep  him  many  days. 
I  am  so  distressed  fur  Small  Craf\,  that  I  do  not  know  which 
way  to  turn  to  send  a  letter.  1  am  ever,  my  dear  Sir,  your 
much  obliged  Inend,  Melson  and  Budhte. 

When  your  ExceUency  sees  the  Prince  Trebbia,  pray  tell 
him  that  I  thank  him  fur  his  polite  letter,  and  that  I  would 
have  wrote  to  him,  but  that  my  Italian  writer  (Doctor  Scott) 
is  gone  to  Spain.  I  beg  my  respectful  compliments  to  Mrs. 
EUiot.  

TO  LADY  HAMILTON. 
[From  "  LorJ  Kelson's  Lelters  lo  L«dy  Hiuiiillon,"  t«1.  ii.  p.  48.] 

YicloiT,  June  llili,  1801. 
Since  I  wrote  yon,  my  dearest  Emma,  on  the  30th  and  31st 
May,  nothing  new  has  happened;   except  our  hearing  the 

*  Mr.  Williun  EUiol,  so  freqaentl;  meiUionnl,  obtniued  ihe  nnk  at  LlenWnuil, 
tail  ilied  young. 

VOL.  VI.  E 
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feu-de-joie  at  Toulon,  for  the  declaration  of  Emperor/  What 
a  capricious  Nation  those  French  must  be  I  Howevery  I 
think,  it  must,  in  any  way,  be  advantageous  to  England 
There  ends,  for  a  century,  all  Republics  !  By  Vessels  from 
Marseilles,  the  French  think  it  will  be  a  Peace ;  and  they  say, 
that  several  of  their  Merchant-Ships  are  fitting  out  I  earnestly 
pray,  that  it  may  be  so ;  and,  that  we  may  have  a  few  yean 
of  rest  I  rather  believe  my  antagonist  at  Toulon  begins  to 
be  angry  with  me :  at  least,  I  am  trying  to  make  him  so;  and 
then,  he  may  come  out,  and  beat  me,  as  he  says  he  did,  off 
Boulogne.  He  is  the  Admiral  that  went  to  Naples  in  December 
1792  [1793],  La  Touche  Treville,  who  landed  the  Grenadier.' 
I  owe  him  something  for  that 

I  am  better,  my  dear  Emma,  than  I  have  been,  and  shall  get 
through  the  summer  very  well ;  and  I  have  the  pleasure  to  tell 
you,  that  Charles  is  very  much  recovered.     There  is  no  more 
the  matter  with  his  intellects  than  with  mine  I     Quite  the 
contrary ;  he  is  very  quick.     Mr.  Scott,  who  has  overlooked 
all  his  things,  says  his  clothes,  &c.  are  in  the  highest  order  he 
has  ever  seen.     I  shall  place  him  in  the  Niger,  with  Captain 
Hillyar,  when  he  joins ;  but,  all  our  Ships  are  so  full,  that  it  is 
very  difficult  to  get  a  berth  for  one  in  any  Ship.     Would  you 
conceive  it  possible !  but,  it  is  now  from  April  2nd,  since  I 
have  heard  direct  from  Ball     The  average  time  for  a  Frigate 
to  go  and  return,  is  from  six  to  seven  weeks.     From  you,  I 
had  letters,  April  5th,  and  the  papers  to  April  8th,  received 
May  10th,  with  a  Convoy.     This  goes  through  friend  Gayner. 
Sir  William  Bolton  joined  last  night ;  and  received  his  letters^ 
announcing  his  being  called  papa.     He  is  got  a  very  fine 
young  man  and  good  Officer.     Lord  St  Vincent  has  desired 
he  may  have  the  first  Admiralty  vacancy  for  Post ;  but  nobody 
will  die  or  go  home.     Apropos  1  I  believe,  you  should  buy  a 
piece  of  plate,  value  fifty  pounds,  for  our  god-daughter  of 
Lady  Bolton ;  and  something  of  twenty  or  thirty  pounds' 
value,  for  Colonel  Suckling's 

•  Sunday,  drd  June,  7  p.m.  **  The  Sliips  in  Toolon  fired  a  Mdute." — Fictoryj 
Log. 

"*  "  The  last  \\h\i  the  Kiug  of  Naples  had,  was  from  a  Freuch  Grenadier  belong- 
ing to  Monsr.  Trug^et'R  Fleet,  threatening  him  with  War  if  he  did  not,  within 
nn  hour,  disavow  his  rcmonstranceB  against  the  reception  of  Monsieur  SemouTillc 
at  Constantinople."  Vide  Kelson's  LeUer,  7th— 11th  S5eptember,  1708,  Tol.  L  p.  223. 
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TO  CAPTAIN  ROBERT  CORBET,  H.M.  SLOOP  BITTERN. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Victory,  off  Toulon,  7th  Jnne,  lft04. 

Sir, 
Captain  Scbomberg  of  his  Majesty's  Ship  Madras  has  trans- 
mitted to  me  your  letter*  of  the  third  ultimo,  giving  an  account 
of  your  having  captured  the  Hirondelie  French  Privateer,  and 
le-captured  the  two  English  Merchantmen  named  in  the 
margin/  her  prizes ;  I  therefore  beg  to  assure  you,  that  your 
conduct  and  perseverance  in  the  captiu^  of  the  said  Privateer, 
and  her  Prizes,  merit  my  entire  approbation,  and  I  must 
request  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  receive,  and  to  express  my 
thimks  to  the  Officers  and  Company  of  the  Bittern,  for  their 
great  exertions'  on  the  occasion.     I  am,  &c., 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  SIR  ALEXANDER  JOHN  BALL,  BART..  MALTA. 

[ Antogrtph,  in  the  possession  of  Sir  William  Keith  Ball,  Bart.] 

Victorr,  Jnne  7th,  1804. 

My  dear  Ball, 
I  have  been  so  unwell  for  this  last  fortnight,  although  not 
sick,  that  I  cannot  do  more  than  run  over  hastily  an  answer  to 
your  letter,  and  write  a  line  to  General  Villettes,  for  I  am  like- 
wise anxious  to  get  the  Thisbe  to  Malta,  as  I  hope  the  Agin- 
court  is  by  this  time  arrived  to  take  the  Convoy  to  England.  I 
should  not  think  them  safe  if  they  have  proceeded  in  any  num- 
bers with  the  Maidstone,  who  Captain  Bayntun  ordered  to 
Malta  with  our  Convoy,  and  to  bring  down  another ;  but  the 
passages  are  very  different  at  this  season  when  the  Westerly 
winds  so  constantly  prevail.  The  going  on  in  the  routine  of  a 
station,  if  interrupted,  is  like  stopping  a  watch — the  whole 
machine  gets  wrong.  If  the  Maidstone  takes  the  Convoy, 
and  when  Agincourt  arrives,  there  is  none  for  her  or  Thisbe, 

•  Captain  Corbet's  letter  is  in  the  *'  London  Gaiette,"  of  Angnst  18<)4. 

*  Mentor,  Catherine. 

'  The  Crew  of  the  Bittern  **  were  at  the  Sweeps  for  thirty-six  hours  without  in- 
termission, cTen  to  meals,  in  whieh  time  they  swept  the  Ship  60  miles,  without  au 
air  of  wind."— Coplai/t  Corheft  Letter, 

e2 
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it  pozzies  me  to  know  what  orders  to  give  them.  If  they  chace 
the  ConvoT  to  Gibraltar,  the  Maidstone  may  have  gone  on 
with  them  to  England,  and  in  that  case,  two  Ships,  unless  I 
begin  to  give  a  new  arrangement,  will  either  go  home  without 
C'onvov.  or  thev  must  return  in  contradiction  to  the  Ad- 
miralty's  onlcrs  to  send  them  home  ;  I  am  sure  you  see  it  in 
its  true  point  of  view.  I  am  thankful  you  did  not  allow  that 
General  to  come  to  me — I  wonld  not  have  seen  him ;  I  an- 
swered his  letter  to  Smyrna,  and  wrote  Mr.  Werry  that 
everything  he  had  to  propose  he  might  send  to  England,  or  to 
some  of  Her  Ministers,  for  that  I  neither  could  or  would  have 
anything  to  do  with  him  or  his  plans.  Mr.  Elliot  wanted  to 
send  me  a  ffiMxI  Frenchman,  that  I  might  land  and  take  on 
board  occasionally.  My  answer  was.  No!  I  knew  the  force  at 
Toulon,  and  that  nothing  would  be  of  any  use  to  me  but  a 
copy  of  the  French  Admiral's  sailing  orders.' 

The  dispatches  taken  in  the  Swift,  Captain  Keats  will  tell 
you,  related  only  to  Algiers,  and  thank  God,  there  was  none 
of  any  consefjuence !  The  loss  of  the  King  George  Packet'  I 
am  sincerely  concerned  at,  and  I  would  give  you  at  least  two 
more  Sloops  if  I  had  them,  but  in  the  event  of  having  dis- 
patches to  send  to  either  you,  Naples,  or  Gibraltar,  I  have 
only  the  two  brigs  Cameleon  and  Childers.  I  send  you 
some  intercepte<l  papers  from  Egypt ;  I  cannot  make  out  the 
ciphers ;  they  were  hid  in  a  Ragiisa  Vessel  from  Alexandria; 
except  what  may  be  in  cipher  they  do  not  appear  of  much 
consequence  ;  when  read,  pray  take  a  copy  of  them,  and  en- 
close the  originals  to  Liord  Hobart,  and  let  me  know  the  cipher 
if  you  can  make  it  out.  I  send  you  our  last  Paris  papers; 
in  addition  to  their  contents,  the  French  Fleet  in  Toulon 
fired  ti  feu-de-joie^  dressed  Ship,  &c.  on  the  3rd,  for  his  taking 
upon  himself  the  title  of  Emperor.  At  Marseilles  they  talk 
of  Peace,  and  you  will  see  the  probability  of  a  change  of 
Administration.  I  have  nothing  from  Madrid  later  than 
May  2nd,  all  was  then  quiet,  and  I  do  not  believe  that  the 
reports  of  Mr.  Frere  being  on  the  eve,  in  April,  of  leaving 
Madrid,  had  any  foundation  beyond  the  fancy  of  the  Neapo- 

«  Vide  vol.  V.  p.  'i:jH. 

*  I'lie  King  George,  Malta  Government  Brig,  was  captnreil  on  iLe  dTth  of  April, 
1S04,  by  L'lJirondflle  French  Privateer,  of  Cape  Passaro. 
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litan  Minister  at  Madrid.  The  Victory  in  June,  1803,  cap- 
tured a  French  Tartan ;  and,  to  avoid  being  put  into  quaran- 
tine, he  sunk  her,  and,  as  the  Captain  conceived,  French 
property  to  the  amount  of  several  thousand  pounds ;  it  was  so 
truly  disinterested  a  measure  that  it  met  my  most  sincere 
approbation.  My  head  is  so  bad  that  I  must  finish.  I  have 
wrote  to  Mr.  Elliot  and  General  Acton  my  surprise  that  they 
should  believe  any  declaration  made  by  General  St.  Cyr, 
especiaUy  a  verbal  one,  passing  through  the  mouth  of  Michcroux, 
who  is,  in  my  opinion,  always  in  the  French  service.  Acton 
now  finds  I  am  right :  he  is  probably  out  of  the  Ministry  by 
this  time.  GaUo  wants  to  be  in  his  place.  I  am  ever,  my 
dear  Ball,  &c.. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  MAJOR-GENERAL  \  1LLE1TE8,  MALTA. 

[Autograph,  in  the  possession  of  Samuel  Simpson,  Ksq.] 

Victor}-,  June  7th,  IHOA. 

My  dear  General, 

I  sincerely  ho})e  that  the  Convoy  brought  up  by  the  Maid- 
stone has  relieved  your  anxiety  about  letters.  By  the  papers  I 
have  sent  Ball,  you  will  not  be  surprised  at  a  change  of 
Ministry  ;  it's  reported  to  be  a  coalition  between  the 
Prince  of  Wales  and  Mr.  Pilt  The  names  seem  to  mark 
it  as  such  to  the  exclusion  of  the  Grenvilles:  Pitt,  Chief; 
Fox,  Lord  Moira,  and  Grey,  Secretaries  of  State  ;*  Lord 
Melville,  Admiralty  ;  Erskine,  Attorney-General ;  the  other 
places  filled  up  alternately.  I  rather  think  this  change,  with 
Buonaparte  being  Emperor,  may  bring  about  a  Peace.  The 
change,  however,  from  a  Republic,  must  be  advantageous  to 
England ;  and,  if  the  two  Emperors  like  Brother  Napoleon, 
we  cannot  object. 

I  agree  with  you  about  the  fatal  security  which  the  Cabinet 
of  Naples  so  readily  falls  into ;  General  St.  Cyr  only  meant 
to  deceive  them,  fbr  within  a  few  days  the  French  Minister 
held  the  most  insulting  language.  General  Acton  is  probably 
out  before  this  time.     I  am  truly  sensible  of  all  your  kindnesS| 

*  Lord  Nelson's  information  was  not  correct. 
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my  dear  Grcneral,  and  good  wishes :  they  Hie  reciprocal  in 
the  truest  sense  of  the  word.  I  have  been  but  very  so  ao, 
but  I  hope  to  last  the  summer^  or  at  least  till  Mr.  La  Touche 
pleases  to  come  out  of  his  nest  which,  if  it  is  as  hot  as  it  is 
outside,  must  be  very  warm;  but,  perhaps,  he  fimcies  he 
should  find  it  hotter  outside.  But  out  be  must  come,  some 
day  or  other,  and,  as  he  says,  he  beat  me  at  Boulogne,  it  is, 
I  think,  my  turn  now ;  and,  that  it  shall  be  so,  nothing  shall 
be  wanting  on  the  part  of,  my  dear  friend,  your  much 
obliged, 

Nelson  and  Bbonte. 


TO  SIR  ALEXANDER  JOHN  BALL,  BART^  MALTA. 
[Auto{p*apli»  in  tlie  possession  of  Sir  William  Keitli  Bally  Bart] 

Victory,  June  7tli,  1804. 

My  dear  Ball, 
I  do  most  earnestly  desire  that  you  will  not  fail  saying 
anything  to  me  that  you  please,  I  can  never  take  it  amiss ; 
but,  as  you  sec,  the  jumble  which  will  be  about  Maidstone 
and  Agincourt,  upsets  my  arrangements.  Do  not  think  I  am 
tired  of  watching  Mr.  La  Touche  Tr6ville.  I  have  now 
taken  up  a  method  of  making  him  angry.  I  have  left  Sir 
Richard  Bickcrton,  with  part  of  the  Fleet,  twenty  leagues 
from  hence,  and,  with  five  of  the  Line,  am  preventing  his 
cutting  capers,  which  he  had  done  for  some  time  past,  off 
Cape  Sicic.  Mr.  La  Touche  has  several  times  hoisted  his 
topsail-yards  up ;  and  on  the  4th  of  June,  we  having  hoisted 
the  Standard  and  saluted,^  he  sent  outside  Sepet,  about  one 
mile,  five  Sail  of  the  Line  and  two  Frigates,  and  kept  three 
Sail  and  three  Frigates  with  their  yards  aloft,  himself  one  of 
them,  and  the  i^ear-Admiral  another,  therefore  I  did  not 
believe  him  in  earnest ;  however,  wc  run  as  near  as  was  pro- 
per, and  brought  to.  They  formed  a  pretty  line  at  sunset, 
and  then  stood  into  the  Harbour.  A  Ship  of  the  Line  and 
Frigate  every  morning  weigh,  and  stand  between  Sepet  and 
La  Malgue.  Some  happy  day  I  expect  to  see  his  eight  Sail, 
which  are  in  the  Outer  Road,  come  out ;  and  if  he  will  get 

*  In  honour  of  the  King^t  birthdi^. 
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abreast  of  PorqueroUe,  I  will  try  what  stu£F  he  is  made  of; 
therefore  you  see,  my  dear  Ball,  I  have  no  occasion  to  be 
fretful;  on  the  contrary,  I  am  full  of  hopes,  and  command  a 
Fleet  which  never  gives  me  an  uneasy  moment. 

[A  pag«  of  the  letter  is  missing.] 

If  by  the  Nimble  the  Agincourt  is  gone  with  the  Convoy, 
without  waiting  for  Thisbe,  I  have  directed  her  to  remain 
under  Captain  Schomberg's  orders.  From  the  accounts  I 
have  heard,  I  am  sorry  to  have  mentioned  the  names  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  L.  :*  send  them  to  Tripoli. 


TO  CAPTAIN  CHARLES  MARSH  SCHOMBERO,  H.M.  SHIP  MADRAS. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Vietory,  off  Toulon,  7th  June,  1801. 

Sir, 
In  the  event  of  the  Agincourt's  having  sailed  from  Malta, 
with  the  Trade  for  England,  previous  to  the  arrival  of  the 
Thisbe,  and  you  should  judge  diat  the  Convoy  is  too  far  on 
its  passage  for  the  Thisbe  to  overtake,  I  am  to  desire  that  you 
will  detain  Captain  Shepheard  at  Malta,  for  the  purpose  of 
accompanying  the  next  Convoy  from  the  Adriatic  and  Archi- 
pelago, employing  the  Thisbe  in  such  manner  as  you  shall 
judge  best  for  the  service  of  the  Island,  and  collecting  the 
Trade  until  I  shall  think  proper  to  appoint  a  Convoy  to  pro- 
ceed to  England.  Captain  Shepheard  has  received  my  orders 
in  the  event  of  the  Agincourt's  having  proceeded  from  Malta, 
to  put  himself  under  your  command.     I  am,  &c.. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

N.B. — You  will  render  every  assistance  in  your  power  to 
fit  the  Hirondelle  for  actual  service,  and  lend  her  men  to  assist 
in  navigating  her. 

*  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Longford. 
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TO  THE  RESPECTIVE  OFFICERS  OF  HIS  JJAJESTV's  YARD  AT 

3IALTA. 

[^Letter -Book.] 

Victorr,  off  Toulon,  Tdi  Jim«»  1K4. 

Gentlemen, 

Captain  Schomberg  of  his  MajestY*s  Ship  Madras,  haring 
transmitted  to  me  the  valuation  of  the  French  Cutter  L'Hirou- 
delle  captured  by  his  Majesty's  Ship  Bittern,  by  which  it  ap- 
pears that  she  is  in  good  condition  ;  and  if  yon  consider  her 
in  every  respect  fit  for  his  Majesty's  service,  I  am  to  desire 
you  will  mention  it  to  Sir  Alexander  Ball,  and  submit  to  him 
(as  she  is  intended  for  the  service  of  Malta)  the  propriety  of 
her  being  made  a  Schooner,  as  a  more  handy  Vessel  for  the 
said  service ;  and  uiK)n  his  approbation  being  signified,  yoa 
will  use  every  exertion  in  completing  her  for  immediate  ser- 
vice.    The  necessary  orders  for  your  proceedings  herein  shall 
be  sent  to  Malta  by  the  Transports,  together  with  answers  to 
your  several  letters,  &c.,  as  there  is  only  time  for  the  present 
to  say  they  are  received.     I  am,  &c.. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

N.B. — Since  writing  the  above,  I  understand  that  L'Hiron- 
delle  is  not  a  Cutter,  and  therefore  it  is  probable  she  will 
answer  the  service  she  is  intended  for  better  in  her  present 
state.  But  you  will  act  in  this  as  Sir  Alexander  Ball  may 
think  proper. 

N.  &B. 


TO  CAPTAIN  RICHARD  IIUSSEV  AIOUBRAY,  II.M.  SHIP  ACTIVE. 

[Letter  Book.] 

Victorr,  offToidou,  7tI?Juue,  iKtU. 

Sir, 
I  herewith  transmit  you  a  letter  which  I  have  received 
from  the  Governor  of  St.  Pierres,  respecting  two  Sardinian 
Vessels  employed  in  the  Tunny  Fishery,  which,  as  their 
names  are  not  mentioned,  I  cannot  comply  with  his  request ; 
but  in  order  to  remove  the  evil  as  far  as  it  is  practicable,  I 
have  enclosed  two  blank  Certificates,  which  you  will  see  pro- 
perly filled  up,  with  the  Vessels'  names,  and  those  of  their 
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Commanders,  and  explain  to  the  Goveroor  the  reason  of  his 
letters  not  being  answered  in  Italian  it  owing  to  Doctor  Scott's 
being  absent.    I  am,  &&, 

Nblboh  and  Bkontb. 


TO  CAPTAIN  VINCENT,  11. M.  SLOOP  ARHOW. 
[LcUcr.Boak.] 

Vietoi7,  off  Toulon,  Jtme  Btb,  INIU. 

Sir, 
I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  lllh  ult,  addressed  to 
Captain  Cracraft,  of  ifae  Anson,  together  with  the  defects  of 
liis  Majegt^'u  Sloop  Arrow,  under  jour  command ;  and  I  must 
desire,  on  your  return  into  Valetta  harbour,  that  you  will  put 
her  in  a  state  for  being  hove  down,  or  otherwise,  as  the 
Builder  may  think  necessary,  to  repair  her  defects.  If  the 
tanks  cannot  be  repaired,  water  casks  must  be  substituted  iu 
their  room.  I  have  sent  an  order  to  the  Master  Shipwright 
for  this  purpose ;  and  must  desire  that  every  exertion  which 
depends  upon  you,  to  facilitate  her  equipment,  may  be 
used,  that  the  service  of  this  Country  may  be  deprived  of  so 
fine  a  Vessel  but  for  as  short  a  time  as  possible.  I  ara. 
Sir,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bbohtb. 


TO  CAPTAIN  VINCENT,  H.M.  SLOOP  ARROW. 

[Letler-Book.] 

Yictoi;,  off  Toulon,  Juue  bib,  1iH04. 

Sir, 
Ihavereceivedyour  letter  of  the  6lh  of  April  last,  acquiunt- 
ing  me  with  yoiu*  return  irom  Smyrna  ou  the  5th  of  that 
month,  with  such  Trade  as  nerc  ready  to  accompany  you  to 
Malta ;  and  that  you  were  about  to  proceed  again  to  Smyrna, 
with  two  English  Vessels  and  Transports,  under  the  charge 
of  Lieutenant  Woodman,  which  you  mean  to  escort  into  the 
Dardanelles,  and  afterwards  bring  the  Trade  from  Smyrna  to 
Valetta  harbour.  In  answer  to  which,  I  approve  of  the  line 
of  conduct  you  mean  to  pursue  in  the  execution  of  your 
orders,  and  also  of  your  correspondence  with  his  Excellency, 
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>£r.  Scnoon.  onr  >[iziister  at  Coostandnople,  reladye  to  the 
occcuct  ot  die  GoTemor  of  the  Castle  on  the  European  side, 
vTc  :f£::jri:^  :lie  DuixLmelles ;  and  make  no  doubt  that  the 
CVrrcmazi  OcTi*nim«nc  will  sufficiently  account  for  the  conduct 
,*c  lie  Cj2?c:<;'*  drJ34C  upon  the  Arrow  and  Convoy,  and  make 
:hc  :wcv!««ury  rvparidoa  to  onr  Minister  for  the  insult  The 
rv  J  '.t-rtsrrs.  ic.  i'jm  Mr.  Thomas  M'Gill,  mentioned  in  youn 
jr  ±c  -.^ch  Arrll.  Live  also  been  received,  and  I  observe,  with 
s.  uie  i«^:n:<  cf  surprise,  the  protection  afforded  the  French 
^  Ar.vxr.»i.  vvcariry  to  the  laws  of  Neutrality.  You  have 
vicc:^  ivrt^vcly  n^t  in  circulating  the  information  of  the  Pri- 
Tict^rc  ,iz%i  Com  Vessels  to  all  the  Captains  on  your  station, 
ar.vi  hotxf  :!:eT  ccu&t  be  intercepted.  I  have  also  to  acknow- 
l«vi^  12^  reoeipc  of  your  letter  of  the  7th  April,  with  the  list 
ot  V«:>j^>rs  c;ftpcunL\i  and  detained,  as  therein  mentioned  I 
asi»  V  •T*  aCm 

Nelson  and  Bbokte. 


n'^  w:lu.\m  marsdex.  esq^  admiralty*. 

-^^..i:  .z  :-<^  .VlujniI:T.  4ai  "  Loaioa  Guecter  Angust  IBOl.] 

VivJorr.  off  Toalon.  Sth  June,  1604. 

^ir. 
I  t;orvw;:h  tnmsm;;  vou.  for  the  information  of  the  Lords 
l\\u:r.;>?!doucr?  ot  the  Admirulty,  a  copy  of  a  letter  dated  the 
3i\l  uUiuio,  troiu  Captain  Corbel,  of  his  Majesty's  Sloop  Bit- 
lorn,  [o  CiipMia  Schoiiiberg.  Senior  Officer  at  Malta,  giving 
an  aovv>um  of  his  having,  on  ihc  2$ih  of  April  last,  captured 
ihe  FrvM\oh  Privateer  L*IIirondeIle,  and  recaptured  the  two 
English  Mervhaui  Shi|xs  named  in  the  margin,'  her  prizes. 
The  oi>nduci  of  Captain  Corbet,  the  Officers  and  Company  of 
the  iMttcni,  entitles  them  to  mv  warmest  thanks  for  their 
verb'  great  {H>rseverance  and  exertions  in  the  capture  of  the 
above  Privateer^  which,  I  understand,  is  a  remarkably  fine 
Vessel,  and  had  greatly  aimoyed  our  Trade  in  this  Country. 
I  am,  &C. 

Nelson  and  BBONTEi 

*  Mentor,  C«Uieriiie. 
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TO  WILLIAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ^  ADMIRALTY. 
[Original,  in  the  Adminlty.] 

Vktory,  oflT  Toulon,  8tli  June,  18(U. 

Sir, 
In  addition  to  my  letters  of  the  10th  January  and  15th 
March  last,  and  in  further  compliance  with  their  Lordships' 
direction,  contained  in  Sir  Evan  Nepeau's  duplicate  letter  to 
me  of  the  9th  November  last,  respecting  the  conduct  of  Lieu- 
tenant Shaw,  of  the  Spider  Brig,*  I  herewith  transmit  you  the 
copy  of  a  letter  from  Captain  Schomberg,  of  the  Madras, 
which  I  request  you  will  be  pleased  to  lay  before  the  Lords 
Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  for  their  information,  and 
acquaint  their  Lordships  that  I  consider  Lieutenant  Shaw's 
conduct  on  this  occasion  very  meritorious  and  praiseworthy; 
and  I  have  to  hope  that  their  Lordships'  approbation  of  his 
conduct  will  be  signified  to  hini ;  for  while  the  Sicilian  Go- 
vernment, and  that  of  the  Republic  of  the  Seven  Isles,  as 
mentioned  in  my  letter  to  you  of  this  date,  hold  forth  such 
retreats,  and  allow  such  piratical  proceedings  by  the  Enemy's 
Privateers,  firom  their  Ports,  in  violation  of  the  laws  of  Neu- 
trality, it  certainly  becomes  the  duty  of  every  British  OflScer 
to  capture  or  destroy  any  Enemy's  Vessel  that  attacks  him, 
wherever  the  attack  is  nuule.  Enclosed  are  the  copies  of  a 
letter  and  note  which  I  gave  the  Captains  of  the  Anson  and 

Thisbe  on  this  subject     I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

P.S. — Enclosed  are  affidavits  firom  the  Masters  of  the  Ves- 
sels carried  into  Girgenti  by  a  French  Privateer. 


TO  WILLIAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ.,  ADMIRALTY. 

[Original,  in  the  Admiralty.] 

Victory,  off  Toulon,  8th  June,  1804. 

Sir^ 
I  herewith  transmit  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  fi-om  Captain 
Shepheard  of  his  Miyesty's  Ship  Thisbe^  dated  the  Ist  ultimo^ 
and  of  the  one  therein  mentioned  fix>m  Lieutenant  Robert 

•  Vide  ToL  ▼.  ^  209. 
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Comer  of  that  Ship,  giving  an  account  of  his  having  taken 
possession  of  La  Veloce  Privateer,  bearing  the  colours  of  the 
Italian  Republic,  and  retaken  a  Brig,  one  of  the  Thisbe's 
Convoy,  captured  by  the  above  Privateer,  or  rather  Pirate, 
close  in  with  a  Bay  in  Great  Cephalonia.  I  also  transmit 
you  a  copy  of  Captain  Shepheaid's  letter  to  me,  dated  at 
Corfu,  6th  May,  together  with  copies  of  the  letters  therein 
alluded  to,  and  also  a  copy  of  one  from  Spiridion  Foresti, 
Esq.,  bis  Majesty's  Minister  to  the  Seven  Islands,  on  the 
subject  of  the  said  capture,  in  consequence  of  an  Official  Note 
from  Count  Moncenigo,  the  Russian  Minister  to  the  said 
Republic,  a  copy  of  which,  with  Mr.  Foresti's  answer,  also 
accompanies  this,  which  I  request  you  will  lay  before  the 
Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  for  their  information; 
and,  at  the  same  time,  acquaint  their  Lordships,  that  I  very 
fully  approve  of  every  part  of  Captain  Sbepheard's  conduct 
on  the  above  occasion.  The  piratical  conduct  of  the  Enemy's 
Privateers,  which  are  allowed  to  use  the  Harbours,  Bays, 
Creeks,  &c.,  of  the  Republic  of  the  Seven  Isles,  from  whence 
they  capture  our  Trade,  and,  when  attacked,  complain  of  a 
violation  of  the  Neutrality,  is  so  notoriously  practised,  to  the 
great  annoyance  and  destruction  of  our  Trade,  that  I  submit 
to  their  Lordships  the  necessity  of  a  very  strong  remonstrance 
being  made  to  the  Government  of  the  Seven  Islands,  in  order 
to  prevent  those  Privateers  the  use  of  their  Harbours  and 
Ports,  &C.,  for  such  piratical  purposes.     I  am.  Sir,  &c., 

Nei^on  and  Bronte. 


TO  CAPTAIN  SCHOMBERG,  H.M.  SHIP  MADRAS. 

[I^tler-Book.] 

Victory,  off  Toulon,  8tb  Jiuie,  18»U, 

Sir, 
I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  10th  ultimo,  inclosing 
one  from  Captain  Corbet  of  his  Majesty's  Sloop  Bittern, 
giving  an  account  of  his  having  captured  L'Hirondelle  French 
Privateer,  and  recaptured  the  two  Merchant-vessels  named  in 
the  margin,*  her  Prizes.   I  am  very  much  pleased  with  Captain 

'  Mentor,  Catherine. 
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Corbet's  exertions  on  this  occasion,  and  have  expressed  my 

sentiments  of  approbation  to  him,  bis  Officers,  and  Company, 

And  I  have  also  to  acknowledge  your  watchful  attention  to 

the  capture  of  the  said  Privateer,  and  am  veiy  much  pleased 

with  your  having  sent  the  Bittern  in  search  of  her.     Your 

letter  of  the  15th  ultimo,  with  the  valuation  of  L'HirondclIe, 

has  also  been  received ;  and  I  am  very  much  obliged  by  your 

anticipating  my  wishes,  as  it  appears  she  will  answer  the 

service  of  Malta.    I  am,  &c.. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  CAPTAIN  SCHOMBERG,  H.  M.  SHIP  MADRAS. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Victory,  off  Toulon,  8th  June,  1804. 

Sir, 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  7th  April  last,  together 

with  the  several  letters  and  papers  therein  referred  to,  on  the 

subject  of  Lieutenant  Shaw's  late  conduct  at  the  Port  of 

Girgcnti,  and  I  am  very  fully  and  most  perfectly  satisfied  with 

your  proceedings  on  the  occasion,  and  have  no  hesitation  in 

believing  that  the  Admiralty  will  equally  approve  of  Lieu* 

tenant  Shaw's  conduct ;  but  as  they  desire  that  it  may  be  left 

for  them  to  determine,  on  receiving  my  report,  I  cannot  take 

npon  me  officially  to  express  my  approbation  to  Lieutenant 

Shaw.     I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

TO  CAPTAIN  CRACRAFT,  H.M.  SHIP  ANSOXr 

[Letter-Book.] 

\ielOTy,  off  Toulon,  8tli  Jane,  1801. 

Sir, 
I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  12th  ultimo,  together 
with  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Captain  Corbet,  Commander  of 
his  Majesty's  Sloop  Bittern,  requesting  a  Court-Martial  on 
the  five  men  named  in  the  margin,  for  having  deserted  from 
the  said  Sloop,  at  Messina  on  the  14th  April  last  Li  answer 
thereto,  I  am  to  acqiiaint  you  that  Captain  Corbet's  original 
letter  ought  to  have  been  sent  to  me,  and  not  a  copy,  as  a 
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Court-Martial  cannot  be  ordered  upon  the  latter.  But  I  am 
inclined  to  think  that  Captain  Corbet,  from  the  said  men^ 
long  confinement,  and  their  late  exertions  in  capturing  L*Hi« 
rondelle,  French  Privateer,  may  be  inclined  to  forgive  them. 
You  will,  therefore,  signify  the  purport  of  this  letter  to  Captain 
Corbet,  that  if  he  is  disposed  to  forgave  them,  I  have  no 
objections,  under  the  present  circumstances.    I  am^'ftc., 

NblSQN  AMD  BbONTE. 


TO  THE  RIGHT  HONOURABLE  LORD  HOBART. 

[Autograph,  in  the  Colonial  Office.] 

Victory,  off  Toulon,  8th  June,  1S04. 

My  Lord, 
I  have  the  honour  to  transmit,  for  your  Lordship's  informa- 
tion, a  letter  from  Captain  Schombeig  of  his  Majes^'s  Ship 
Madras,  together  with  a  letter  from  the  Bey  of  Tunis,  and 
papers  therein  referred  to ;  and  beg  to  observe  to  your  Lord- 
ship, that  the  disgraceful  conduct  of  the  Privateer  in  question 
calls  loudly  for  redress,  and  may  involve  unpleasant  conse- 
quences between  our  Country  and  the  Bey  of  Tunis,  who 
very  justly  demands  redress,  and  considers  that  my  power  is 
not  only  equal  to  this  measure,  but  to  prevent  similar  conduct 
in  these  Pirates  in  future.  I  have  exceedingly  to  lament  that 
this  line  of  conduct,  so  disgraceful  to  the  character  of  the 
British  Nation,  is  practised  by  the  Gibraltar  Privateers  in 
these  seas  every  day,  as  complaints  are  constantly  laid  before 
me  from  the  Government  of  Sardinia  of  their  nefarious  conduct, 
which  I  have  transmitted  to  the  Governor  of  Gibraltar  for  his 
interference,  as  Naval  Commanders  have  no  authority  what- 
ever over  those  Pirates.     I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  CAPTAIN  PHILIP  LAMB,  RESIDENT  AGENT  OF  TRANSPORTS, 

MALTA. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Victory,  off  Toulon,  8tb  June,  180k 

Sir, 
I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  17  th  ultimo,  with  the  list 
of  Transports  therein  mentioned,  and  must  desire,  on  the 
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retam  of  the  TraDsports  from  Odessa,  &c.»  that  you  will  pay 
due  attention  to  my  instructions  on  the  subject  of  sending 
them  to  England,  provided  they  are  not  wanted  for  the  imme- 
diate service  of  this  Country.  With  respect  to  sending  Pri- 
soners of  War,  to  England  in  Ships  charged  with  Convoys,  or 
in  unoccupied  Transports,  as  mentioned  in  your  said  letter,  I 
must  desire  to  observe,  that  but  very  few  could  be  sent  in  the 
Ships  of  War ;  and  certainly  a  very  small  number  of  deter- 
mined Prisoners,  on  board  of  any  Transport,  might  at  pleasure, 
by  taking  advantage  of  the  night,  rise  upon  her  Company 
and  run  away  with  her.  It  therefore  strikes  me  as  a  very 
improper  way  of  sending  them  to  England,  and  I  do  not  feel 
justified  in  acquiescing  in  it  without  directions  from  the  Ad- 
miralty for  that  purpose.  But  should  Sir  Alexander  Ball 
wish  to  have  any  of  the  Officers  sent  from  Malta  to  England, 
in  the  manner  before  mentioned,  I  have  no  objections  to  your 
doing  so,  as  there  cannot  be  any  consequences  apprehended 
from  two  or  three,  under  strict  watchfulness,  being  sent  in 
any  of  the  Ships  of  War  or  Transports.  The  Senior  Officer 
at  Malta  will  give  the  necessary  direction  for  their  being 
received  and  victualled  at  two-  thirds  allowance  during  their 
passage.     I  am,  &c., 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  WILUAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ^  ADMIRALTY. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Victory,  off  Toulon,  8tli  June,  1804. 

Sir, 
I  herewith  transmit  you  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  Captain 
Philip  Lamb,  Resident  Agent  for  Transports,  &c.,  at  Malta, 
together  with  an  extract  of  my  letter  of  this  date,  in  answer 
thereto,  which  you  will  please  to  lay  before  the  Lords  Com- 
missioners of  the  Admiralty,  for  their  consideration;  and 
acquaint  their  Lordships,  that  although  the  Agent  for  Trans- 
ports at  Gibraltar  is  in  the  habit  of  sending  Prisoners  of  War 
from  thence  to  England,  in  the  manner  mentioned  in  the  ex- 
tract of  Captain  Lamb's  said  letter,  yet  I  conceive  there  is  a 
wide  diflFerence ;  for  before  any  plan  could  be  devised  by  the 
Prisoners  for  the  purpose  of  running  away  with  the  Transport 
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thej  mi^t  be  on  board  c^  tbe  Cohyoj  from  Gibraltar  is  in 
:he  oo?dui :  but  from  Malta  to  Gibraltar  the  case  is  different, 
and  :li^  trvcjuent  calms*  aod  uncertain  changes  of  weather  in 
th<.';>e  :$eik^  would  aSonl  an  opportunity  for  bad  intentions. 
niK'ir  I.oni5hi(\?  will,  therefore,  give  such  directions  on  this 
s(;b;«x*c  di;s  niAj  appear  to  them  proper.     I  am.  See, 

Nelion  and  Bronte. 


IV  ..*  vrVAlN  WILUAM  EDWARD  CRACRAFT,  H.M,  SHIP  ANSON. 

^Lmer-Book.] 

Vicuirr,  off  Toulon,  Sth  Jane,  1804. 
Sir. 

I  hdvo  xvct'Ivcvl  Tour  letters  of  the  ISth,  14th,  and  15th 

ui;i:nv\  acv^ujuiuin^  me  with  your  arrival   at   Malta,  after 

haviu^  ui;Kto  «^  circuit  of  the  Adriatic,  that  you  left  at  Corfu 

tl;rw  Kussia:i  Kric&ces  and  that  a  much  larger  force  was  ex- 

l>(Vtcv{  ^'it  th:ic  pL'uv.     I  am  sorry  to  find  that  the  Arrow  is  in 

!^^  ilotVvtive  a  :^tato.  aud  very  much  siurprLsed  that  a  vessel  of 

hor  iioscrii^tiv^n  cannot  be  repaiteil  at  Malta;  surely  the  Master 

Shipw  it^hc  oAuaoc  have  weighed  his  report  maturely.     I  shall, 

lunvovcr.  scud  him  an  order  to  take  her  into  hand,  and  repair 

hor  ilcttvtsv  1  ho^v  the  Anson*s  being  diKked  at  Constantinople, 

as  ivuuuuuicatcd  iu  vour  said  letter,  will  not  be  attended  with 

anv  hc:ivy  o\{vn:^\     The  arrangement  you  have  made  with 

the  SUvi>s  naincvl  iu  the  margin*  will,  I  trust,  sufficiently  pro- 

tivt  our  Trade  from  the  Enemy's  Privateers,  and  prevent  them 

fr^^m  making  any  movement  with  Troops  till  your  return. 

Vour  letter  of  the   loth  ultimo,  enclosing  a  list  of  three 

\'es$els  detaiueil  by  the   Jalouse,   has  also  been   received, 

with  the  State  and  Condition  of  that  Sloop.     I  am,  &c.. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

*  An>)w.  Biiieni.  Mor^rUna,  J«lonse. 
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TO  NATHANIEL  TAYLOR,  ESQ.,  NAVAL  OFFICER,  MALTA. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Victory,  off  Toalon,  8th  June,  i8(U. 

Sir, 
I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  17th  ultimo,  acquainting 
me  that  as  there  was  very  little  rope  for  sale  in  the  Island  of 
Malta,  you  had  written  to  the  proprietor  of  the  Syracuse  manu- 
factory, to  know  on  what  terms  he  will  make  rope,  and  at  the 
same  time  requested  him  to  send  ten  ton  of,  from  five  to  three- 
inch,  to  be  forwarded  to  the  Fleet,  in  order  to  judge  if  its 
quality  will  answer.  In  answer  to  which,  I  approve  of  yoiur 
having  ordered  the  cordage  from  Syracuse;  and  request  you  will 
furnish  me  with  the  particulars  of  the  purchase,  and  the  terms 
upon  which  the  said  Proprietor  of  the  Manufactory  will  agree 
to  supply  any  future  demand  for  rope,  which  the  exigency  of 
the  Service  may  render  necessary.  The  sails,  &c  sent  on 
board  the  Narcissus  and  Thisbe,  have  been  received,  as  ac- 
knowledged by  the  Captain  of  the  Fleet,  and  also  ^Ir.  Izard's 
letter,  with  an  account  of  the  cordage  sent  from  Fiume.  On 
the  subject  of  the  appointment  of  two  Foremen  to  the  Master 
Shipwright  and  Master  Attendant,  I  must  desire  to  refer  you 
to  my  letter  of  the  7th  October,  1803,  and  to  acquaint  you 
that  I  should  deem  it  excessively  improper  to  make  any  addi- 
tion or  alteration  whatever  in  the  establishment  of  his  Majesty^s 
Yard  at  Malta,  as  the  Navy  Board  must  be  perfectly  aware  of 
the  propriety  of  their  appointment ;  and  therefore  you  must 
make  your  application  to  them  on  the  present,  and  on  all  future 

occasions.     I  am,  &c.. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  SIR  JOHN  ACTON,  BART.,  NAPLiS.* 
[From  Clarke  and  M'Artbiir,  toI.  ii.  p.  300.] 

[About  June  8ib,  IHOi.] 

The  following  observations  naturally  arise  from  looking  at 
Europe  at  this  moment.     The  restoration  of  a  Monarchy  in 

'  Though  not  mentioned  in  Mr.  Elliot's  correopondence  with  Lord  Nelson,  the 
following  letter  from  the  Queen  of  Naples  (apparently)  to  Sir  John  Acton,  would 
show  that  a  report  prevailed  at  Naples,  towards  the  end  of  May  1804,  that  Nelson 
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wishes,  and  as  fSur  as  I  am  able  they  shall  be  complied  with. 
I  am  in  hopes  to  shame  La  Touche  out  of  his  nest ;  and  when 
I  reflect  on  his  insult'  to  my  Sovereigns,  at  Naples,  in  1793, 
it  will-  add  vigour  to  my  attack.  My  first  object  must  ever 
be  to  keep  the  French  Fleet  in  check ;  and  if  they  put  to  sea, 
to  have  force  enough  with  me  to  annihilate  them ;  and  that, 
with  God's  blessing,  I  have  no  fear  of  being  able  to  perform. 
That  would  keep  the  Two  Sicilies  free  from  any  attack  from 
sea.  If  the  French  Fleet  could  carry  12,000  men  into  the 
Bay  of  Naples,  whilst  their  Army  was  marching  by  land,  the 
consequences  would  be  fatal  to  that  Capital.  The  2000 
Troops  arc  ready  at  Malta,  and  it  was  only  on  the  7  th,  that  I 
prayed  General  Vilettes  to  keep  them  in  readiness ;  and  if 
your  Excellency  were  to  think  it  proper  to  write  a  confidential 
letter  to  the  General,  I  am  sure  he  would  be  much  flattered. 
I  am  glad  to  find  Russia  thinks  properly,  and,  I  trust,  there 
will  be  no  jealousies,  but  that  both  Countries  will  try  who 
can  best  serve  and  save  the  Two  Sicilies.  Temporizing  may  be 
necessary  in  small  States ;  in  large  ones  it  ought  not  to  happen 
— it  is  humiliating.  Either  Peace,  or  100,000  Russians  and 
as  many  Austrians,  in  Italy ;  but  I  cannot  help  thinking  tliat 
Buonaparte  will  wish  for  Peace  rather  than  a  War  with  two 
Empires.  Again  and  again,  my  dear  Sir  John,  you  may  rely 
upon  me.     I  am  &c..  Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  ADiMIRAL  SIR  JOHN  BORLASE  WARREN,  K.B^ 
AMBASSADOR  AT  ST.  PETERSBURG. 

[From  Clarke  and  M'Arthur,  vol.  ii.  p.  870.] 

[About  10th  June,  1804.] 

The  events  which  are  daily  happening  through  the  ambi- 
tion of  Buonaparte,  are  much  better  known  to  you  than  they 
can  be  to  me,  who  have  now  been  at  sea  from  the  first  day 
of  the  War,  and  never  had  my  foot  outside  the  Ship.  I  hope 
Kussia  and  Austria  will  assist  the  good  cause,  and  Piedmont 
be  restored  to  the  King  of  Sardinia ;  but  Courts  very  seldom 
draw  together ;  and  it  is  the  more  sincerely  to  be  regretted 
at  this  time,  when  a  common  interest  ought  to  unite  them 

"  ViJe  p.  50,  ante. 
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closely — ^but  I  am  touching  on  a  subject  out  of  my  depth. 
Monsieur  La  Touche  Treville  seems  inclined  to  try  his  hand 
with  us,  and  by  my  keeping  so  great  an  inferiority  close 
to  him,  pcrhai)s  he  may  some  day  be  tempted.     I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bbonte. 


TO  LADY  HAMILTON. 
[From  "  Lord  NelMon*a  Jjetters  to  Lady  Hsmilton/*  voL  ii.  p.  53.] 

Victory,  Jnne  lOth,  19(U. 

My  dearest  Emma, 

I  wrote  to  youy  on  the  6thy  vid  Rosas :  this  goes  by  Barce- 
lona ;  to  which  place  I  am  sending  Sir  William  Bolton,  to 
fetch  Dr.  Scott,  who  is  gone  there,  poor  fellow,  for  the  benefit 
of  his  health.  I  have  just  had  very  melancholy  letters  from 
the  King  and  Queen  of  Naples,  on  account  of  General  Acton's 
going  to  Sicily.  The  insolence  of  Buonaparte  was  not  to  be 
parried  without  a  War ;  for  which  they  are  unable,  if  un- 
assisted. I  have  letters  from  Acton,  May  28,  on  board  the 
Archimedes,  just  going  into  Palermo.  Uc  will  probably 
return  to  Naples,  unless  new  events  arise :  and  that  may  be ; 
for  a  Minister,  once  out,  may  find  some  difficulty  in  renewing 
his  post.     He  has  acted  with  great  and  becoming  spirit. 

I  am  better,  but  I  have  been  very  unwell.  It  blows,  here, 
as  much  as  ever.  Yesterday,  was  a  little  hurricane  of  wind.  I 
dare  say,  Prince  Castelcicala  knows  it  by  express ;  if  not,  you 
may  tell  him,  with  my  best  respects.  He,  and  every  one  else, 
may  be  sure  of  my  attachment  to  those  good  Sovereigns. 
By  this  route,  I  do  not  choose  to  say  more  on  this  subject. 

With  my  kindest  regards  to  Horatia,  and  your  good  mother, 
Charlotte,  Miss  C,  and  all  our  friends,  believe  me,  &c, 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

I  fear  Sardinia  will  be  invaded  from  Corsica  before  you  get 
this  letter.  I  have  not  small  Ships  to  send  there,  or  anywhere 
else ;  not  in  the  proportion  of  one  to  five.  You  may  com- 
municate this  to  Mr.  Addington,  if  you  think  that  he  does 
not  know  it ;  but,  to  no  one  else,  except  Castelcicala,  of  what 
relates  to  Naples.  I  have  very  flattering  letters  from  the  Grand 
Vizir,  in  the  name  of  the  Sultan;  and  from  Cadir,  now  Capitan 
Pacha. 
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TO  NATHANIEL  TAYLOR,  ISQ^  NAVAL  OFFICKIS  MALTA. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Victory,  off  Toulon,  IQtb  June,  1H(»4. 

Sir, 
As  it  is  essentially  necessary  that  the  Captain  of  the  Fleet 
under  my  command  should  know  the  exact  remains  of  every 
description  of  stores  in  his  Majesty's  magazines  under  your 
charge, — I  am  therefore  to  desire  that  you  will  transmit  me  an 
account  of  the  remains  of  every  article  of  stores  by  the  first 
opportunity,  and  continue  to  do  so  monthly,  that  it  may  at 
all  times  be  known  in  case  of  exigency  what  dependence  may 
be  had  upon  the  stores  under  your  charge.     I  am,  &c.. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  THOMAS  WARRINGTON,'  ESQ.,  NAPLES. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Victory,  off  Toulou,  12th  June,  ]B(U. 

Sir, 
I  received  your  letter  of  the  2nd  instant  by  the  Maidstone, 
acquainting  me  that  Colonel  McNeil,  previous  to  his  leaving 
Malta,  transmitted  you  my  acceptance  of  his  proposals  to 
supply  the  Fleet  under  my  command  with  one  hundred  oxen, 
at  a  stated  price  and  weight ;  that  you  had,  in  consequence, 
purchased  that  number  of  cattle,  which  was  ready  to  embark 
whenever  I  shall  think  proper  to  send  for  them.  In  answer 
to  which,  I  have  to  acquaint  you  that  Colonel  McNeil  de- 
livered Captain  Keates  of  the  Superb,  when  that  Ship  was  at 
Naples,  in  July  last,  proposals  for  supplying  bullocks,  &c.  to 
the  Squadron — that  in  September  following  he  offered  to 
supply  one  or  two  hundred  head  of  oxen  at  Naples ;  in  con- 
sequence of  which  I  wrote  him  a  letter  dated  the  1st  Novem- 
ber, a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  enclosed ;  and  at  the  same 
time  ordered  Transports  in  readiness  to  proceed  to  Naples  for 
a  hundred  head  of  oxen,  mentioned  in  the  copy  of  my  said 
letter,  which  were  kept  in  that  state  for  a  considerable  time ; 
but  not  hearing  more  of  this  business,  the  Transports  were 

*  Afterwards  British  Consul  at  Messiua. 
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sent  away,  and  I  considered  the  matter 'as  entirely  gone  past, 
till  I  received  a  letter  from  Colonel  McNeil,  dated  at  Malta, 
19th  January  last,  extract  of  which  accompanies   this,  by 
which,  it  appears,  that  previous  to  his  leaving  Naples  in 
November,  he  had  directed  you  to  acquaint  me  with  the 
earliest  time  the  bullocks  in  question  would  be  ready,  and 
hoped  even  at  that  time,  (January,)  you  had  done  so :  there- 
fore, after  such  a  lapse  of  time  (notwithstanding  so  many  op- 
portunities   of   communication    between    Naples    and    the 
Squadron)  I  considered  that  you  had  totally  relinquished  the 
idea ;  and  Government  having  in  the  intermediate  time  ap- 
pointed an  Agent- Victualler  to  the  Fleet,  I  have  now  nothing 
at  all  to  do  with  purchases.     But  as  it  appears  by  your  said 
letter  that  you  have  purchased  a  hundred  head  of  cattle  for 
the  Squadron,  I  shall  direct  the  Kent  to  receive  sixty  of  them 
from  jou  at  Salenio,  upon  the  terms  mentioned  in  Colonel 
McNeil's  letter  of  the  26th  of  July  last,  a  copy  of  which  is 
herewith  enclosed,  and  shall  order  the  Agent- Victualler  to  pay 
you  the  amount  agreeably  thereto.     The  other  forty  I  shall 
order  to  be  taken  from  you,  as  soon  after  as  possible,  upon  the 

same  terms.     I  am,  &c.. 

Nelson  and  Bbonte. 


JO  CAPTAIN  PL'LTENEY  MALCOLM,  U.M.  SHIP  KENT. 

[letter-Book.] 

Victory,  off  Toulon,  It.Hb  June,  IKK). 

Sir, 
I  herewith  transmit  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  War- 
rington, dated  the  2nd  instant,  together  with  a  copy  of  my 
answer,  and  the  several  papers  therein  referred  to ;  and  must 
desire  that  previous  to  your  leaving  Naples,  you  will  give  the 
said  Mr.  Warrington  sufficient  notice  to  bring  sixty  head  of 
oxen  to  Salerno,  where  3'ou  will  proceed  and  embark  them, 
for  the  use  of  the  Fleet,  together  with  a  sufficient  quantity  of 
fodder  to  last  them  during  the  passage,  directing  your  Purser 
to  draw  bills  on  the  Commissioners  forVictualHng  his  Majesty's 
Navy,  for  the  amount,  at  thirty  days.  And  I  must  desire  to 
recommend  that  the  sixty  bullocks  so  purchased  from  Mr. 
Warrington  arc  of  the  weight,  and  not  exceeding  the  price. 
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mentioned  in  the  copy  of  Colonel  McNeil's  letter  to  Captain 
Keats,  dated  the  26th  July  last,  by  which  you  will  particularly 
govern  yourself  in  this  transaction,  that  Government  may  not 
be  pat  to  an  unnecessary  expense  on  the  present  occasion,  or 
the  bullocks  be  inferior  in  weight  or  quantity  to  what  is  con- 
sidered an  agreement  I  must  also  desire  that  you  will 
transmit  the  whole  of  these  papers,  from  No.  1  to  5,  to  the 
Officer  who  I  shall  think  proper  to  send  to  Naples,  together 
with  a  copy  of  this  letter,  in  order  that  he  may  proceed  to 
Salerno,  and  bring  with  him  the  other  forty  bullocks  from 
Mr.  Warrington,  who  is  hereby  directed  to  pay  for  them  in  the 
same  manner,  and  to  govern  himself  agreeably  to  the  said 

instructions.    I  am,  &&, 

Nelson  ajw  BaoNTs. 


TO  THE  GRAND  VIZIR. 

[From  Clake  and  M* Arthur,  toI.  ii.  p.  371.] 

]3tb  June,  1804. 

Buonaparte,  by  whatever  name  he  may  choose  to  call  him- 
self—Gleneral,  Consul,  or  Emperor — is  the  same  man  we  have 
always  known,  and  the  common  disturber  of  the  human  race ; 
it  is  much  more  dangerous  to  be  his  friend  than  his  enemy. 
With  the  appearance  of  friendship  he  deceives ;  to  be  on  the 
latter  terms,  the  hand  should  be  always  on  the  sword.  May 
God  grant  his  Imperial  Majesty  health  and  length  of  days, 
and  may  your  Highness  for  many,  many  years,  guide  his 
councils  with  your  wisdom.  I  beg  of  your  Highness  to  assure 
his  Imperial  Majesty,  that  I  am  penetrated  with  his  con- 
descension in  remembering  my  former  exertions  in  the  execu- 
tion of  my  duty :  whilst  my  health  remains,  they  shall  never 
cease.  Other  Admirals  will  readily  be  found  of  probably 
more  abilities,  but  none  vdth  more  zeal  to  cement  the  harmony 
and  perfect  good  understanding  between  our  two  good  Sove- 
reigns. The  French  Fleet  is  quite  safe  in  Toulon,  and  for 
the  summer  they  cannot  readily  escape  without  a  Battle. 
May  God  give  the  victory  to  the  just  cause.     I  am,  &c 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 
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TO  MR.  STODDARD,  GEXOA.* 

'Frum Cltfke  and  M'.Vnbnr. toI.  ii. p.  :JlUj.  ^  Fridtr,  IMh  Jaoe,  1801"  (i.  e.,  tbc 
•ftenitjon  of  ThnRMlay.  thr  i4tli  of  Jane.)  ^At  4*:Mt,  bore  np  for  tlie  Gnuid  Paw 
of  the  Hu'rr*  Kland;* ;  net  studding- sails  and  royals.  At  \  observed  tbe  Enemy's 
81u]k9  mniin^r  out  of  Toulou :  in  >iiidding-sails  and  royals,  and  bauled  in  Line  of 
Baiilr  on  tbe  «tarlmard  tack,  tbe  Enemy's  Sbips  consisting  of  eigbt  Sail  of  tbe 
Line  and  fmr  Fripiies.  Wore  Sbip.  At  f-:i>\  tacked;  in  lat  and  *^nd  leelii 
mpsAiN.  Moderate  and  dear.  Cape  Sirie,  boie  N.W.  b  X.,  dist.  7  leagues,  and 
tbe  S.E.  end  of  Porquert>lle  bi.^re  N.E.  b  E.  |  E..di<«lant  7  miles.  Fresb  breezes; 
in  :inl  reefs  topsail;*,  dovn  jib  and  banded  tbe  mainsail.  At  1*3*^,  wore  Sbip. 
At  l*:ii>  lx.M,  of  Friday.  l'itb\  vote  and  bove-to.  .\t  :3*45,  ont  3rd  reef  lop- 
^ai]$:  set  tbe  foresail.  4.  vore.  aL*d  set  tbe  mainsail  and  spanker.  Ont  2nd  ree&; 
>et  top  gallant  >ail<  and  royals.  In  royals  and  star-sails.  Cape  Sicie  bore  N.  ^  W.. 
di»t.  I  or  eight  leagues.  Tacked :  moderate  and  clear.  Made  and  sbortened  sail 
oi-caiiionally.  Ont  l>i  reef  topsaiN.  and  ^et  tbe  royals.  Bore  up  to  tbe  E.N.E.  At 
noon,  tbe  N.W.  end  of  Poriinerolle  bore  K.  by  N.  |  N.,  dist.  11  miles.  Squadron 
in  company.'* 

"  Sunday,  liib  June,  18<U.     Saw  tbe  detacbed  Squadron 

bearing  N.K.  b  K.  Set  studding-sails  and  royals.  Out  launcb.  Shortened 
sHil.  and  joined  all  I  be  Squadron — vii..  Royal  Sovereign,  Triumpb,  Leviatbau,  Be- 
no  wu,  Aciive.  Seaborn.  Maidstone.  Tbunder,  Acheron,  Etna,  and  tbree  Trans- 
portt.    Employed  getting  on  board  bread  firom  the  Chotbam  Transport." — Tlctorf* 

lUth  June,  18(U. 

I  am  blockading  Genoa,  &&,  and  am  continuing  it  in  the 
way  I  think  most  proper.  Whether  modem  law  or  ancient 
law  makes  my  mode  right,  I  cannot  judge ;  and  surely  of  the 
mode  of  disposing  of  a  Fleet,  I  must,  if  I  am  fit  for  ray  post, 
be  a  bettor  judge  than  any  landsman,  however  learned  he 

*  Clarke  and  M*Artbur.  vol.  ii.  p.  'M'2^  give  fragments  of  two  other  Letters  from 
Lord  Nelson  to  Mr.  StoddanI,  at  Genoa,  one  written  in  Moreb,  1804;  but  no  date 
is  assigiinl  to  tbe  other: — "  In  writing,  during  tbe  month  of  Marrb,  to  Mr.  Stod- 
dard, at  (ieuoA,  Um  LordNliip  thus  answereil  some  objections  that  had  been  made 
re:«pecting  tlie  blitokodo  of  that  Port,  and  the  seizure  of  Vessels:  *  It  is  my  bounden 
dutv.  Sir,  to  make  tlicse  seizures,  and  tliov  will  be  continued  until  the  Admiraltv 
onler  tbe  contrar\'.  Whetber  tbo  Admiralty  be  right,  or  wrong,  in  giving  these 
orders,  is  not  my  business :  uhrilimcr  is  my  duty Eleven  years*  expe- 
rience bos  taught  nie  bow  to  blockade  Genoa,  or  any  other  Port  in  the  Mediter- 
ranean, and  the  rapture  of  Vessels  breaking  Ibe  blockade,  i^,  I  believe,  a  full  proof 
of  it.'  In  a  subsequent  K'tter,  he  added:  '  In  my  humble  opinion.  Vessels  of  War 
never  ought  to  be  seen  from  Genoa;  and  if  1  knew  of  forty  Soil  intending  to  lea\e 
Genoa  for  Cadiz  or  Lisbon,  for  instance,  1  sbould  order  a  look  out  to  be  kept  for 
them  moi-e  particularly  in  the  Gut  of  Gibraltar,  thau  any  other  place;  and,  timm 
my  knowledge  of  Genoa  and  its  Gulf,  1  assert,  without  fear  of  contradiction,  that 
the  nearer  Ships  (-niise  to  Genoa,  tbe  more  certain  is  the  escape  of  Vessels  fntm 
that  Port,  or  their  entrance  into  it  insured.'  " 
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may  ap[>ear.  It  wuuld  be  tlie  net  of  a  fool  to  tell  Europe 
where  I  intend  to  place  the  Ships,  fur  the  purpose  of  effec- 
tually obeying  my  orders ;  not  a  Captain  can  kuow  it,  and  tlieir 
positions  will  vary,  according  to  information  I  may  receive : 
therefore,  if  I  were  so  inclined,  I  can  assure  you,  upon  my 
word,  that  I  cannot  at  any  one  gioment  tell  the  most  likely 
spot  to  intercept  the  commerce  of  Genoa  and  Especia.  1 
endeavour,  as  well  as  I  am  able,  to  obey  my  orders,  without 
eDteriog  into  the  nice  distinctions  of  lawyers.  I  will  not 
further  take  up  your  time  on  a  subject  which,  without  being 
B  lawyer,  merely  as  a  man,  could  have  admitted  of  no  dispute. 
I  aoii  &C. 

Nelson  and  Brohte. 


TO  THE  CAPTAIN  OR  COMMANDER  Or  ANY  OF  HIS  MAJESTV's 
SHIPS  OR  VESSELS  IN  THE  ADRIATIC. 

[L«ll«r-Boak.] 

Vic(oi7,  at  9m,  ISUi  Jun«,  1HU4. 

Sir, 

Should  his  Excellency  Thomas  Jackson,  Esq.,  his  Bri- 
tannic Majesty's  Minister  to  the  King  of  Sardinia,  judge  it 
necessary,  from  the  Political  circumstances  of  that  Coiuitry,  to 
leave  Rome,  it  is  my  directions,  upon  this  letter  being  pro- 
duced, that  you  immediately  receive  Mr.  Jackson,  his  suite, 
and  ba^age,  on  board  his  Majesty's  Ship  or  Vessel  under 
your  command,  and  proceed  with  them  to  Trieste,  Venice,  or 
any  other  Port  in  the  Adriatic  where  his  Esccllcncy  may 
desire,  and  you  shall  think  perfectly  consistent  with  the  liafety 
of  his  Majesty's  Ship  [to  go.]  Having  performed  this  service, 
you  arc  immediately  to  return  to  the  execution  of  your  former 
orders.     I  am,  &c. 

NeI,80N  AMD  BbONTE. 
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'TO  THE  COMMISSIONERS  FOR  VICTUALLING  HIS  MAJESTY'S 

NA\T,  LONDON. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Victonr,  at  Sem,  IStli  Jane,  18(4. 

Gentlemen, 
As  the  substitution  of  rice  for  cheese  is  not  in  general 
liked  by  the  Ships'  Companies,  who  do  not  take  up  near  their 
allowance  of  that  species  of  provisions,   it  may,    therefore, 
shortly  be  expected  that  lists  of  the  savings  of  rice  as  cheese, 
will  be  delivered  to  me,  by  the  respective  Captuns  of  the 
Fleet  under  my  command,  for  payment     I  must,  therefore, 
desire  to  acquaint  you  therewith ;  and  that  as  it  has  been  the 
custom  of  this  Country  to  pay  the  Ships^  Companies  their 
savings  of  oil  as  butter  and  cheese,  and  the  measure  appear- 
ing to  me  so  just  and  reasonable,  that  the  savings  of  rice  as 
cheese  should  be  paid  for  as  savings  of  the  latter,  that  I  can 
have  no  doubt  of  its  propriety.     But  as  the  quantities  may  be 
considerable,  it  is  my  wish  that  the  payment  of  such  savings 
should  have  the  approbation  and  authority  of  your  Board, 
and,  therefore,  I  request  that  you  will  furnish  me  with  your 
regulations  on  this  subject  accordingly.     I  am,  && 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  CAPTAIN  PULTENEY  MALCOLM,  H.M.  SHIP  KENT. 
[Autograph,  in  tlie  posaesHiou  of  ReAr-Admiral  Sir  Charles  Malcolm.] 

Victory,  June  ISth,  1801. 

Dear  Sir, 
I  am  much  obliged  by  your  letter  of  June  3rd,  by  the 
Maidstone.  If  the  French  do  stop  our  supplies  from  MapleSi 
we  shall  do  very  well.  I  have  always  looked  too  far  forward, 
ever  to  be  really  distressed ;  but  I  dare  say  anything  may  be 
got  off  from  Naples,  with  prudent  management.  When  you 
come  away,  which  will  be  in  about  a  month,  if  Mr.  Warring- 
ton has,  on  account  of  Colonel  McNeil,  bought  100  head  of 
cattle  for  the  Fleet,  you  will  have  to  go  to  Salerno,  to  take 
them  on  board ;  and  you  will  take  care  that  all  impediments 
are  removed,  before  you  proceed  there.     The  price,  weight, 
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&c,  is  fixed,  and  will  be  8cnt  you  with  the  order.  I  ap- 
prove very  much  of  Mr.  Taylor's  return  to  Malta.  It  never 
was  my  intention  that  he  should  [go]  fiuther  than  to  arrange 
matters,  and  that  the  articles  were  not  to  be  paid  for,  until 
delivered  to  the  Kent,  or  other  King^s  Ship. 

I  thank  you  for  your  letter  of  May  24th,  and  for  the  news- 
paper, which  was  very  interesting.  I  am,  dear  Sir,  your 
obliged  and  obedient  servant. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  HIS  EXCELLENCY  HUGH  ELUOT,  ESQ. 
[Antogn^b,  In  tlie  Elliot  Pi^en.] 

Victory,  Jane  18t]|,  18C4. 

My  dear  Sir, 

By  the  Maidstone  I  was  &voured  with  your  tnily  interest- 
ing letters  respecting  the  removal  of  Sir  John  Acton.  The 
General  must,  I  think,  possess  more  than  ever  the  confidence 
of  both  our,  and  the  Russian  Ministry,  from  the  very  circum- 
stance of  his  being  so  much  hated  by  the  French.  Gallo  and 
Micheroux  never  can.  They  have  shown,  on  all  occasions, 
too  evident  a  partiality  to  the  French,  or,  to  say  no  worse, 
dislike  to  us.  I  am  obliged  by  your  sending  me  the  letter 
from  Sir  John  Warren,  which  your  Excellency  did  most 
perfectly  right  in  reading.  I  beg  to  trouble  you  with  an 
answer,  which  the  Russian  Minister  will  forward.  I  was  in 
hopes  to  hear  of  100,000  Russians,  and  as  many  Austrians, 
coibing  into  Italy— that  would  do  everything  which  we  could 
wish.  The  changes  of  Ministry  can  make  none  in  our  con- 
nexions with  Foreign  Powers ;  but  I  still  think  it  may  bring 
about  a  Peace. 

We  are  as  usual :  the  French  Fleet  safe  in  Toulon ;  but, 
upon  the  14th,  Monsr.  La  Touche  came  out  with  eight  Sail 
of  the  Line  and  six  Frigates,  cut  a  caper  off  Sepet,  and  went 
in  again.  I  was  off  with  five  Ships  of  the  Line,  and  brought 
to  for  his  attack,  although  I  did  not  believe  that  anything  was 
meant  serious,  but  merely  a  gasconade.  I  wrote  to  General 
Acton,  by  the  Fame^  on  the  10th;  but  he  desired  me  to  answer 

*  A  Neapolitan  Corvette,  which  had  brought  Lord  Nelson  dispatches  off  Toulon. 
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the  King  and  Queen's  letter  by  a  Corvette  of  my  own,  which 
I  have  not  been  able  to  do  till  last  night  Doctor  Scott  is 
translating  my  letters  into  Italian  for  the  King,  and  French 
for  the  Qnecn. 

My  health  has  been,  latterly,  but  very  so-so,  and  I  wish  the 
French  Fleet  would  give  me  an  early  opportunity  of  finishing 
my  career ;  for  I  do  not  believe  it  possible  for  me  to  stand  the 
hard  service  of  another  winter.  I  am  ever,  with  the  highest 
respect  and  esteem,  your  Excellency's  most  obedient  servant, 

Nblson  and  Bronte. 

Pray  keep  the  Bomb  as  short  a  time  as  possible ;  for  I  am 
distressed  enough  by  the  non-arrival  of  the  Termagant.  You 
will,  I  am  sure,  take  care  that  my  letters  get  to  the  King  and 
Queen  without  being  opened,  lliere  is  one  for  Acton  in  the 
King's,  as  he  desired.  William  is  very  well  on  boaid  the 
Amazon. 


TO  SIR  JOHN  ACTON,  BART^  NAPLES. 

[From  Clarke  and  M* Arthur,  vol.  ii.  p.  37^.] 

IHth  June,  IROi. 

The  great  change  of  Ministry  cannot,  uuless  it  gives  us 
Peace,  which  I  think  by  no  means  improbable,  make  any 
alterations  res{)ecting  Russia,  and  the  assistance  which  our 
Country  is  in  duty  and  honour  bound  to  give  Naples.  I 
trust  that  Austria  will  also  assist  in  preventing  this  new 
Charlemagne  from  possessing  the  old  Empire.  Monsr.  La 
Touchc  came  out  on  the  1 4th.  I  was  off  the  Hicres  with  five 
Ships ;  he  had  eight  of  the  Line  and  six  Frigates.  In  the 
evening  he  stood  under  Sepet  again ;  and,  I  believe  I  may  call 
it,  we  chased  him  into  Toulon  the  morning  of  the  loth.  I  am 
satisfied  he  meant  nothing  beyond  a  gasconade  ;  but  am  con- 
fident, when  he  is  ordered  for  any  service,  that  he  will  risk 
falling  in  with  us,  and  the  event  of  a  Battle,  to  try  and  accom- 
plish his  orders.     I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 
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TO  NATHANIEL  TAYLOR,  ESQ^  NAVAL  OFFICER,  MALTA. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Victonr,  at  Sea,  18tb  Jnne,  1B(U. 

Sir, 
As  it  is  impossible  that  any  general  order  can  apply  itself 
to  all  circumstances,  or  shut  the  door  of  purchases  when  they 
aro,  from  unforeseen  causes,  absolutely  necessary,  I  must 
therefore  desire  that  you  will  regard  my  order  and  letter  of 
the  20th  March  last,  as  meant  only  to  preclude  the  un- 
necessary purchase  of  stores,  and  to  prevent  any  Senior  Captain 
arriving  at  Malta,  from  giving  orders  to  purchase  stores,  either 
for  bis  own  Ship,  or  general  service,  to  which  there  would  be  no 
end.  But  I  Wish  it  to  be  perfectly  understood,  that  whilst  I 
desire  the  utmost  regard  to  be  had  to  prevent  the  unnecessary 
purchase  of  stores,  his  Majesty's  Ships  or  Vessels  arriving  at 
Malta  in  want  of  repairs  must  not  be  delayed  on  any  account 
You  will,  consequently,  after  having  acquainted  the  Senior 
Officer  with  the  deficiency  of  the  Stores  under  your  charge, 
procure  his  approbation  for  the  purchase  of  such  articles  as 
may  be  absolutely  wanted  for  the  particular  service  of  the 
moment,  till  the  arrival  of  Store  Ships,  which  order  I  will 
approve  o^  upon  its  being  transmitted  to  me  for  that  purpose. 
I  am,  &c., 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

N.B. — If  you  will  specify  the  quantity  of  canvas  purchased 
for  the  repairs  of  sails,  as  mentioned  in  your  letter  of  the 
17th  March,  an  order  shall  be  transmitted  you  for  that 
purpose. 

TO  NATHANIEL  TAYLOR,  ESQ.,  NAVAL  OFFICER,  MALTA. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  I8tli  June,  1804. 

Sir, 

For  the  very  great  want  of  slops  for  the  different  Ships  of 

the  Fleet  under  my  command,  I  must  desire,  as  there  is  none 

in  the  stores  under  your  charge,  that  you  will  purchase  a 

sufficient  quantity  of  Malta  cotton,  of  the  quality  and  width 
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of  the  enclosed  pattern,  to  make  five  thousmd  banyans,  and 

five  thousand  pairs  of  trowscrs.     The  qnantity  required  to 

make  each  banyan  and  pair  of  trowsers  to  be  cut  out  at  Malta, 

and  the  necessary  quantity  of  thread,  with  four  moulds  for 

<'ach,  put  up  with  them ;  and  I  must  also  desire  that  yon  wiB 

Hcnd  a  particular  account  of  the  price  of  each  baDyan  and  ptir 

of  trowscrs,  including  thread,  (of  which  plenty  moat  be  sent, ) 

and  moulds,  to  me,  that  the  distinct  charge  of  each  artide 

may  l>e  entered  on  the  respective  Ship's  Books.     It  must  be 

rcuicmlicred,  that  if  the  cotton  so  purchased  is  not  agreeable 

to  the  ]>attem,  it  will  be  returned,  without  any  aUowanoe 

being  made  for  it     I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Brontk 


'IX)  WILLIAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ^  ADMRALTY. 

[LeUerBook.] 

Victory,  tX  Sea,  2nth  Jnne,  1801. 

Sir, 
Am  there  is  doubt  that  the  late  Private  Signals,  established 
for  hiH  MajcHty*H  Brigs,  Cutters,  Luggers,  &c.,  on  this  station, 
ronuiianded  by  Lieutenants,  were  taken  in  the  Swift  Cutter, 
I  herewith  triuismit  you  a  Sheet  of  Signals  altered  on  the  10th 
iiiHtJint,  and  iHHucd  to  the  different  Ships  under  my  command, 
wlii(!h  you  will  please  to  lay  before  the  Lords  Commissioners 
of  the  Admiralty,  in  order  that  their  Lordships  may  direct 
liinitonantH  commanding  Vessels  of  the  above  description 
Ni*nt  to  this  ('ountry,  to  be  furnished  with  them  previous  to 
thrir  heaving  England.     I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

TO  CAPTAIN  RiniARD  IIUSSEY  MOUBRAY,  H.M.  SHIP  ACTIVE.* 

[Ordcr-Book.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  20tU  June,  1804. 

Whcroiis  it  is  my  intention  to  intercept  and  cut  off  all  com- 
merce between   Italy  and  the  Enemy's  Ports  at  Marseilles 

•  On  the  UArd  of  .liine,  Captain  Donnelly,  in  the  NarciMns,  was  ordered  to  rellew 
the  Active  on  tbit  service ;  and  Uiot  Ship  was  directed  to  join  Lord  Nelson  iimne- 
diotely. — Order  Book. 
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and  Toulon,  You  are  hereby  required  and  directed  to  take 
his  Majesty  s  Ships  named  in  the  margin*  nnder  your  com-- 
mand,  and  proceed  with  them  immediately  to  the  Hidres 
Islands,  where  you  will  anchor,  or  cruise  between  that  and 
Cape  Taillat,  as  you  may  from  circumstances  judge  most 
likely  to  fall  in  with  and  destroy  the  Enemy's  commerce,  or 
any  of  their  Vessels  of  War  which  may  accompany  it.  The 
strictest  attention,  however,  must  be  paid,  and  a  good  look- 
out kept  on  all  occasions  upon  the  Enemy,  that  you  arc  not 
surprised  by  a  superior  force ;  and  I  must  also  desire  that 
you  endeavour  to  keep  the  Squadron,  which  I  am  about  to 
proceed  with  off  Toulon,  as  much  as  possible  in  sight,  and 
endeavour  to  communicate  with  me  by  Boat,  or  otherwise 
send  a  Brig,  once  in  forty-eight  hours,  at  least ;  and  should  the 
Enemy  come  out  in  force,  and  you  judge  that  they  intend  to 
bring  on  an  Action,  you  will  immediately  join  me  with  the 

Ships  under  your  command. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  HIS  EXCELLENCY  MR,  JACKSON. 
[From  Ckrke  and  M'Arthur,  toI.  ii.  p.  373.] 

[Abont  20th  Jnne,  18(U.] 

I  have  been  favoured  with  your  account  of  what  had  passed 
at  Civit^  Vecchia,  respecting  a  Spanish  Vessel  detained  by 
an  English  Privateer.  The  conduct  of  all  Privateers  is,  as 
far  as  I  have  seen,  so  near  piracy,  that  I  only  wonder  any 
civilized  Nation  can  allow  thenu  The  lawful  as  well  as  un- 
lawful commerce  of  the  Neutral  flag  is  subject  to  eveiy  viola- 
tion and  spoliation ;  but  I  do  not  believe  that  any  Foreign 
Power  can  make  itself  a  judge,  whether  the  detention  be  legal 
or  not'  The  Spanish  Consul,  if  he  thought  the  conduct  of 
the  English  Privateer  wrong  by  an  unjust  detention,  had  only 
to  apply  to  the  Court  of  Vice-Admiralty  at  Gibraltar  or 
Malta.  You  know,  my  dear  Sir,  that  no  person  in  our 
Countiy  can  interfere  with  the  laws.  I  am  always  sorry 
when  unpleasant  circumstances  arise.  You  will  see  by  the 
enclosed  papers,  the  supposed  improper  conduct  of  the  Papal 

*  AmazoDi  Maidstone,  Thunder,  Cliilders,  Cameleon. 
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Government  at  Ancona ;  but  I  do  not  enter  into  the  subject, 
for  I  cannot  be  a  judge  by  only  hearing  one  side.  I  admit 
the  ver^'  unpleasant  situation  of  the  Papal  Government;  for  I 
am  well  aware,  if  they  were  just  in  their  Neutrality,  that 
Buonaparte  would  take  Rome  from  his  Holiness,  as  he  has 
done  before :  I  have  always  directed  the  Neutrality  of  the 
Papal  State  to  be  attended  to.     I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Broxte. 


DISPOSITION  OF  HIS  MAJESTY'S  SHIPS  AND  VESSEI^  ON  THE 
MKDITERRAXEAN  STATION,  UNDER  THE  COMMAND  OF  TllE 
RKJHT  HONOURABLE  LORD  NELSON,  K.B.,  DUKE  OF  BROXTE. 

[Leucr-Book.] 

Victory,  off  Toulon,  '^Ist  Juue,  1h()4. 

Victory,  Royal  Sovereign,  Canopus,  Donegal,  Belleisle, 
Triumph,  leviathan,  Renown,  Seahorse,  Active,  Amaion, 
Maidstone,  Childers,  Camelcon,  Thunder-Bomb— Cruizing 
with  the  Commander-in-Chief  off  Toulon. 

Medusa,  Amphion — Cniizing  outside  the  Straits  for  (be 
protcL'iion  of  our  Trade  bound  into  the  Mediterranean,  and 
the  destruction  of  the  Enemy's  Privateers  and  Cniisers,  to 
continue  on  this  service  until  further  orders,  under  Captain 
Gore. 

Halcyon,  I-a  Sophie — Ordered  to  cruize  between  Ceuta 
and  CajH)  Spartcl  for  the  protection  of  our  Trade  in  the  Straits 
of  Gibraltar,  and  destniction  of  the  Enemy's  Privateers  and 
Cruisers — affonling  Lieutenant-General  Sir  Thomas  IVigge 
<?vcry  assistance  he  may  require  for  the  health  and  comfort 
of  the  Garrison.  To  continue  on  this  service  till  relieved, 
under  the  Senior  Officer's  orders. 

Anson,  Arrow,  Bittern,  Morgiana,  Jalouse — Crubing  from 
the  mouth  of  the  Archipelago  along  the  Adriatic,  as  far  as 
Anconn,  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  the  Adriatic  open  to  the 
Trade  of  his  Majesty's  Subjects,  and  to  prevent  the  Enemy 
from  sending  Troops  into  the  Morea :  to  afford  every  protec- 
tion to  our  Trade,  and  to  appoint  Convoys,  not  only  from 
Malta  up  the   Adriatic,  but  also  to  bring  the  Trade  from 
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Trieste,  Venice,  Fiume,  Patras,  Zante,  &c.,  to  Valetta  Har- 
bour, and  to  render  every  assistance  to  our  commerce. 

Juno — Cruizing  off  Cape  St.  Sebastian,  for  the  puq>ose  of 
eommunicating  occasionally  with  Barcelona,  and  of  obtaining 
intelligence  of  the  intentions  of  Spain :  also  to  inform  any 
of  the  Ships  ordered  to  that  Rendezvous,  where  I  may  be  found 
with  the  Squadron. 

Agincourt,  19th  April,  1804 — Ordered  to  proceed  to  Gib- 
raltar, in  company  with  the  Argo,  to  receive  her  lower-deck 
guns  on  board,  and  to  escort  that  Ship,  and  the  Convoy 
which  may  be  under  her  protection,  twenty  or  twenty-five 
leagues  to  the  Westward  of  Cadiz.  After  having  so  done,  to 
return  to  Gibraltar,  and  take  such  Trade  as  are  bound  up  the 
Mediterranean  to  Valetta  Harbour,  where  Captain  Briggs 
will  be  joined  by  the  Thisbe,  and  proceed  from  thence,  with 
our  Levant  Ships,  &c.,  to  Gibraltar  and  England. 

Kent — 26th  April,  Ordered  to  proceed  to  Naples  for  the 
purpose  of  relieving  the  Gibraltar,  and  to  remain  there  till 
the  arrival  of  the  Renown,  in  July  next,  (to  execute  my  secret 
order,  in  the  possession  of  our  Minister  at  that  Court,  should 
the  poUtical  circumstances  of  that  Country  render  it  neces- 
sary,) when  I  shall  order  her  to  England,  most  probably 
attended  by  a  Transport — her  hull  being  in  so  bad  a  state  as 
makes  it  unsafe  to  trust  her,  even  at  this  season  of  the  year, 
as  mentioned  in  ray  letter  of  the  28th  May. 

Superb — 16th  May,  Ordered  to  proceed  to  Malta,  for  the 
purpose  of  partially  repairing  her  defects — afterwards  to  pro- 
cure from  Sir  Alexander  Ball,  a  person  perfectly  acquainted 
with  the  Lingua  Franca,  spoke  at  Algiers,  to  which  place  he  is 
to  proceed  with  the  utmost  dispatch,  and  endeavour  to  accom- 
plish the  object  of  his  mission  to  the  Dey.  Captain  Keats  Is 
directed  to  take  a  Cutter,  or  Vessel  of  War,  with  him  from 
Malta,  and  to  return  her  from  Algiers  to  Valetta  Harbour, 
with  an  account  of  the  result  to  Sir  Alexander  Ball,  and  to 
join  me  in  the  Superb  without  loss  of  time. 

Niger— 19th  May,  Ordered  to  Malta,  to  get  carronades 
from  the  Madras  in  lieu  of  her  nine-pounders,  and  to  be  other- 
wise completed  as  a  28-gun  Frigate,  agreeably  to  the  Ad- 
miralty establishment.  Having  so  done,  to  join  me  without 
loss  of  time. 

Toil.  YI.  o 


80  LETTERa  [1804. 

Government  at  Ancona ;  but  I  do  not  enter  into  the  subject 
for  I  cannot  be  a  judge  bj  only  hearing  one  side.  I  admit 
the  very  unpleasant  situation  of  the  Papal  Government;  finr  I 
am  well  aware,  if  they  were  just  in  their  Neutrality,  that 
Buonaparte  would  take  Rome  from  his  IlolineaSi  as  he  has 
done  before :  I  have  always  directed  the  Neutrality  of  the 
Papal  State  to  be  attended  to.     I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bbokte. 


DISPOSITION  OF  HIS  MAJESTY'S  SHIPS  AND  VE8SEIJS  ON  THE 
iMEDITERRANEAN  STATION,  UNDER  THE  COMMAND  OF  THE 
RIGHT  HONOURABLE  LORD  NELSON,  K.B.,  DUKE  OF  BRONTE. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Victory,  off  Toulon,  *jlsl  June,  1804. 

Victory,  Royal  Sovereign,  Canopus,  Donegal,  Belleisle, 
Triumph,  Leviathan,  Renown,  Seahorse,  Active,  Amaxon, 
Maidstone,  Childers,  Cameleon,  Thunder-Bomb— Cniizing 
with  the  Commander-in-Chief  off  Toulon. 

Medusa,  Amphion — Cruizing  outside  the  Straits  for  the 
protection  of  our  Trade  bound  into  the  Mediterranean,  and 
the  destruction  of  the  Enemy's  Privateers  and  Cruisers,  to 
continue  on  this  service  until  further  orders,  under  Captmn 
Gore. 

Halcyon,  La  Sophie — Ordered  to  cruize  between  Ceuta 
and  (^ape  Spartel  for  the  protection  of  our  Trade  in  the  Straits 
of  Gibraltar,  and  destruction  of  the  Enemy's  Privateers  and 
Cruisers — affording  Lieutenant-General  Sir  Thomas  Trigge 
every  assistance  he  may  require  for  the  health  and  comfort 
of  the  Garrison.  To  continue  on  this  service  till  relieved, 
under  the  Senior  Officer's  orders. 

Anson,  Arrow,  Bittern,  Morgiana,  Jalouse — Cruising  from 
the  mouth  of  the  Archipelago  along  the  Adriatic,  as  far  as 
Ancona,  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  the  Adriatic  open  to  the 
Trade  of  his  Majesty's  Subjects,  and  to  prevent  the  Enemy 
from  sending  Troops  into  the  Morea :  to  afford  every  protec- 
tion to  our  Trade,  and  to  appoint  Convoys,  not  only  from 
Malta  up  the  Adriatic,  but  also  to  bring  the  Trade  from 
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Trieste,  Venice,  Fiume,  Patras,  Zante,  &c.,  to  Valetta  Har- 
bour, and  to  render  every  assistance  to  our  commerce. 

Juno — Cruizing  off  Cape  St.  Sebastian,  for  the  pi]qK>8e  of 
communicating  occasionally  with  Barcelona,  and  of  obtaining 
intelligence  of  the  intentions  of  Spain :  also  to  inform  any 
of  the  Ships  ordered  to  that  Rendezvous,  where  I  may  be  found 
with  the  Squadron. 

Agincourt,  19th  April,  1804 — Ordered  to  proceed  to  Gib- 
raltar, in  company  with  the  Argo,  to  receive  her  lower-deck 
guns  on  board,  and  to  escort  that  Ship,  and  the  Convoy 
which  may  be  under  her  protection,  twenty  or  twenty-five 
leagues  to  the  Westward  of  Cadiz.  After  having  so  done,  to 
return  to  Gibraltar,  and  take  such  Trade  as  are  bound  up  the 
Mediterranean  to  Valetta  Harbour,  where  Captain  Briggs 
will  be  joined  by  the  Thisbe,  and  proceed  from  thence,  with 
our  Levant  Ships,  &c.,  to  Gibraltar  and  England. 

Kent — ^26th  April,  Ordered  to  proceed  to  Naples  for  the 
purpose  of  relieving  the  Gibraltar,  and  to  remain  thei*e  till 
the  arrival  of  the  Renown,  in  July  next,  (to  execute  my  secret 
order,  in  the  possession  of  our  Minister  at  that  Court,  should 
the  political  circumstances  of  that  Country  render  it  neces- 
sary,) when  I  shall  order  her  to  England,  most  probably 
attended  by  a  Transport — her  hull  being  in  so  bad  a  state  as 
makes  it  unsafe  to  trust  her,  even  at  this  season  of  the  year, 
as  mentioned  in  my  letter  of  the  28th  May. 

Superb — 16th  May,  Ordered  to  proceed  to  Malta,  for  the 
purpose  of  partially  repairing  her  defects— afterwards  to  pro- 
cure from  Sir  Alexander  Ball,  a  person  perfectly  acquainted 
with  the  Lingua  Franca,  spoke  at  Algiers,  to  which  place  he  is 
to  proceed  with  the  utmost  dispatch,  and  endeavour  to  accom- 
plish the  object  of  his  mission  to  the  Dey.  Captain  Keats  is 
directed  to  take  a  Cutter,  or  Vessel  of  War,  with  him  from 
Malta,  and  to  return  her  from  Algiers  to  Valetta  Harbour, 
with  an  account  of  the  result  to  Sir  Alexander  Ball,  and  to 
join  me  in  the  Superb  without  loss  of  time. 

Niger — 19th  May,  Ordered  to  Malta,  to  get  carronades 
from  the  Madras  in  lieu  of  her  nine-pounders,  and  to  be  other- 
wise completed  as  a  28-gun  Frigate,  agreeably  to  the  Ad- 
miralty establishment.  Having  so  done,  to  join  me  without 
loss  of  time. 

TOL.  YI.  G 


80  LETTERa  [1804. 

Government  at  Ancona ;  but  I  do  not  enter  into  the  subject 
for  I  cannot  be  a  judge  by  only  hearing  one  side.  I  admit 
the  very  unpleasant  situation  of  the  Papal  Government;  finr  I 
am  well  aware,  if  they  were  just  in  their  Neutrality,  that 
Buonaparte  would  take  Rome  £h>m  his  Holiness,  as  he  has 
done  before :  1  have  always  directed  the  Neutrality  of  the 
Papal  State  to  be  attended  to.     I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bbokts. 


DISPOSITIOX  OF  HIS  MAJESTY'S  SHIPS  AND  VESSELS  ON  THE 
iMEDlTERRANEAN  STATION,  UNDER  THE  COMMAND  OF  THE 
RIGHT  HONOURABLE  LORD  NELSON,  K.B.,  DUKE  OF  BRONTE. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Victory,  off  Toulon,  *^Ist  Jnue,  180L 

Victory,  Royal  Sovereign,  Canopus,  Donegal,  Belleisle, 
Triumph,  Leviathan,  Renown,  Seahorse,  Active,  Amaxon, 
Maidstone,  Childcrs,  Cameleon,  Thunder-Bomb— Cnitzing 
with  the  Commander-in-Chief  off  Toulon, 

Medusa,  Amphion — Cruizing  outside  the  Straits  for  the 
proteciion  of  our  Trade  bound  into  the  Mediterranean,  and 
the  destruction  of  the  Enemy's  Privateers  and  Cruisers,  to 
continue  on  this  service  until  further  orders,  under  Captmn 
Gore. 

Halcyon,  LjSl  Sophie — Ordered  to  cruize  between  Ceuta 
and  (yapc  Spartcl  for  the  protection  of  our  Trade  in  the  Straits 
of  Gibraltar,  and  destruction  of  the  Enemy's  Privateers  and 
Cruisers — affording  Lieutenant-General  Sir  Thomas  Trigge 
every  assistance  he  may  require  for  the  health  and  comfort 
of  the  Garrison.  To  continue  on  this  service  till  relieved, 
under  the  Senior  Officer's  orders. 

Anson,  Arrow,  Bittern,  Morgiana,  Jalouse — Cruising  from 
the  mouth  of  the  Archipelago  along  the  Adriatic,  as  far  as 
Ancona,  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  the  Adriatic  open  to  the 
Trade  of  his  Majesty's  Subjects,  and  to  prevent  the  Enemy 
from  sending  Troops  into  the  Morea :  to  afford  every  protec- 
tion to  our  Trade,  and  to  appoint  Convoys,  not  only  from 
Malta  up  the  Adriatic,  but  also  to  bring  the  Trade  from 
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Trieste,  Venice,  Fiume,  Patras,  Zante,  &c.,  to  Valetta  Har- 
bour, and  to  render  every  assistance  to  our  commerce. 

Juno — Cruizing  off  Cape  St.  Sebastian,  for  the  purpose  of 
communicating  occasionally  with  Barcelona,  and  of  obtaining 
intelligence  of  the  intentions  of  Spain :  also  to  inform  any 
of  the  Ships  ordered  to  that  Rendezvous,  where  I  may  be  found 
with  the  Squadron. 

Agincourt,  19th  April,  1804 — Ordered  to  proceed  to  Gib- 
raltar, in  company  with  the  Argo,  to  receive  her  lower-deck 
guns  on  board,  and  to  escort  that  Ship,  and  the  Convoy 
which  may  be  under  her  protection,  twenty  or  twenty-five 
leagues  to  the  Westward  of  Cadiz.  After  having  so  done,  to 
return  to  Gibraltar,  and  take  such  Trade  as  are  bound  up  the 
Mediterranean  to  Valetta  Harbour,  where  Captain  Briggs 
will  be  joined  by  the  Thisbe,  and  proceed  from  thence,  with 
our  Levant  Ships,  &c.,  to  Gibraltar  and  England. 

Kent — 26th  April,  Ordered  to  proceed  to  Naples  for  the 
purpose  of  relieving  the  Gibraltar,  and  to  remain  there  till 
the  arrival  of  the  Renown,  in  July  next,  (to  execute  my  secret 
order,  in  the  possession  of  our  Minister  at  that  Court,  should 
the  political  circumstances  of  that  Country  render  it  neces- 
sary,) when  I  shall  order  her  to  England,  most  probably 
attended  by  a  Transport — her  hull  being  in  so  bad  a  state  as 
makes  it  unsafe  to  trust  her,  even  at  this  season  of  the  year, 
as  mentioned  in  my  letter  of  the  28th  May. 

Superb — 16th  May,  Ordered  to  proceed  to  Malta,  for  the 
purpose  of  partially  repairing  her  defects— afterwards  to  pro- 
cure from  Sir  Alexander  Ball,  a  person  perfectly  acquainted 
with  the  Lingua  Franca,  spoke  at  Algiers,  to  which  place  he  is 
to  proceed  with  the  utmost  dispatch,  and  endeavour  to  accom- 
plish the  object  of  his  mission  to  the  Dey.  Captain  Keats  Is 
directed  to  take  a  Cutter,  or  Vessel  of  War,  with  him  from 
Malta,  and  to  return  her  from  Algiers  to  Valetta  Harbour, 
with  an  account  of  the  result  to  Sir  Alexander  Ball,  and  to 
join  me  In  the  Superb  without  loss  of  time. 

Niger— 19th  May,  Ordered  to  Malta,  to  get  carronades 
from  the  Madras  in  lieu  of  her  nine-pounders,  and  to  be  other- 
wise completed  as  a  28-gun  Frigate,  agreeably  to  the  Ad- 
miralty establishment.  Having  so  done,  to  join  me  without 
loss  of  time. 

TOIi.  YI.  o 


80  LETTERS.  [1804. 

Government  at  Ancona ;  but  I  do  not  enter  into  the  subject^ 
for  I  cannot  be  a  judge  by  only  hearing  one  side.  I  admit 
the  very  unpleasant  situation  of  the  Papal  Government;  for  I 
am  well  aware^  if  they  were  just  in  their  Neutrality,  that 
Buonaparte  would  take  Rome  from  his  Holiness,  as  he  has 
done  before :  I  have  always  directed  the  Neutrality  of  the 
Papal  State  to  be  attended  to.     I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


DISPOSITION  OF  HIS  MAJESTY'S  SHIPS  AND  VESSEI-S  ON  THE 
MEDITERRANEAN  STATION,  UNDER  THE  COMMAND  OF  THE 
RIGHT  HONOURABLE  LORD  NELSON,  K.B.,  DUKE  OF  BRONTE. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Victory,  off  Toulon,  21st  June,  1804- 

Victory,  Royal  Sovereign,  Canopus,  Donegal,  Belleisle, 
Triumph,  Leviathan,  Renown,  Seahorse,  Active,  Amazon, 
Maidstone,  Childers,  Cameleon,  Thunder-Bomb-— Cruizing 
with  the  Commander-in-Chief  off  Toulon. 

Medusa,  Amphion — Cruizing  outside  the  Straits  for  the 
protection  of  our  Trade  bound  into  the  Mediterranean,  and 
the  destruction  of  the  Enemy's  Privateers  and  Cruisers,  to 
continue  on  this  service  until  further  orders,  under  Captain 
Gore. 

Halcyon,  La  Sophie — Ordered  to  cruize  between  Ceuta 
and  Cape  Spartel  for  the  protection  of  our  Trade  in  the  Straits 
of  Gibraltar,  and  destruction  of  the  Enemy's  Privateers  and 
Cruisers — affording  Lieutenant-General  Sir  Thomas  Trigge 
every  assistance  he  may  require  for  the  health  and  comibrt 
of  the  Garrison.  To  continue  on  this  service  till  relieved, 
under  the  Senior  Officer's  orders. 

Anson,  Arrow,  Bittern,  Morgiana,  Jalouse — Cruising  from 
the  mouth  of  the  Archipelago  along  the  Adriatic,  as  far  as 
Ancona,  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  the  Adriatic  open  to  the 
Trade  of  his  Majesty's  Subjects,  and  to  prevent  the  Enemy 
from  sending  Troops  into  the  Morea :  to  afford  every  protec- 
tion to  our  Trade,  and  to  appoint  Convoys,  not  only  from 
Malta  up  the  Adriatic,  but  also  to  bring  the  Trade  from 
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Trieste,  Venice,  Fiume,  Patras,  Zante,  &c.,  to  Valetta  Har- 
bour, and  to  render  every  assistance  to  our  commerce. 

Juno — Cruizing  off  Cape  St.  Sebastian,  for  the  puq>ose  of 
communicating  occasionally  witli  Barcelona,  and  of  obtaining 
intelligence  of  the  intentions  of  Spain :  also  to  inform  any 
of  the  Ships  ordered  to  that  Rendezvous,  where  I  may  be  found 
with  the  Squadron. 

Agincourt,  19th  April,  1804 — Ordered  to  proceed  to  Gib- 
raltar, in  company  with  the  Argo,  to  receive  her  lower-deck 
guns  on  board,  and  to  escort  that  Ship,  and  the  Convoy 
which  may  be  under  her  protection,  twenty  or  twenty-five 
leagues  to  the  Westward  of  Cadiz.  After  having  so  done,  to 
return  to  Gibraltar,  and  take  such  Trade  as  are  bound  up  the 
Mediterranean  to  Valetta  Harbour,  where  Captain  Briggs 
will  be  joined  by  the  Thisbe,  and  proceed  from  thence,  with 
our  Levant  Ships,  &c.,  to  Gibraltar  and  England. 

Kent — 26th  April,  Ordered  to  proceed  to  Naples  for  the 
purpose  of  relieving  the  Gibraltar,  and  to  remain  there  till 
the  arrival  of  the  Renown,  in  July  next,  (to  execute  my  secret 
order,  in  the  possession  of  our  Minister  at  that  Court,  should 
the  political  circumstances  of  that  Country  render  it  neces- 
sary,) when  I  shall  order  her  to  England,  most  probably 
attended  by  a  Transport — her  hull  being  in  so  bad  a  state  as 
makes  it  unsafe  to  trust  her,  even  at  this  season  of  the  year, 
as  mentioned  in  ray  letter  of  the  28th  May. 

Superb — 16th  May,  Ordered  to  proceed  to  Malta,  for  the 
purpose  of  partially  repairing  her  defects— afterwards  to  pro- 
cure from  Sir  Alexander  Ball,  a  person  perfectly  acquainted 
with  the  Lingua  Franca,  spoke  at  Algiers,  to  which  place  he  is 
to  proceed  with  the  utmost  dispatch,  and  endeavour  to  accom- 
plish the  object  of  his  mission  to  the  Dey.  Captain  Keats  Is 
directed  to  take  a  Cutter,  or  Vessel  of  War,  with  him  from 
Malta,  and  to  return  her  from  Algiers  to  Valetta  Harbour, 
with  an  account  of  the  result  to  Sir  Alexander  Ball,  and  to 
join  me  in  the  Superb  without  loss  of  time. 

Niger— 19th  May,  Ordered  to  Malta,  to  get  carronades 
from  the  Madras  in  lieu  of  her  nine-pounders,  and  to  be  other- 
wise completed  as  a  28-gun  Frigate,  agreeably  to  the  Ad- 
miralty establbhment.  Having  so  done,  to  join  me  without 
loss  of  time. 

VOL.  YI.  O 
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Gibraltar — 28th  May,  Ordered  to  Gibraltar  to  repair  her 
masts  and  rigging  only,  agreeably  to  their  Lordships'  direc- 
tions ;  but  from  the  excessive  bad  state  of  her  hull,  I  have 
directed  Commissioner  Otway,  if  she  cannot  be  made  an 
efficient  Ship  for  a  winter's  cruize  in  these  seas,  not  to  enter 
upon  her  repairs,  but  to  signify  the  same  officially  by  letter  to 
Captain  Ryves,  who  I  have  ordered,  in  such  case,  to  return 
and  join  me  immediately,  for  the  purpose  of  proceeding  to 
Malta  as  a  Convoy  to  our  Trade  from  the  Archipelago  and 
Levant  bound  to  Gibraltar  and  England. 

Termagant — 1st  June  1804,  Ordered  to  Naples  with  my 
public  dispatches  for  his  Excellency  Mr.  Elliot,  and  to  return 
and  join  me  with  his  answer  without  delay. 

Narcissus — 11th  June,  Ordered  to  the  Madalena  Islands  to 
repair  her  bowsprit,  and  complete  her  wood  and  water;  after- 
wards to  join  me  with  all  dispatch. 

Excellent — 19th  June,  Ordered  to  take  the  Chatham  Vic- 
tualler, with  empty  water-casks  from  the  Fleet,  and  proceed 
to  Porto  Conte,  in  the  Island  of  Sardinia,  for  the  purpose  of 
filling  them,  and  completing  her  own  wood  and  water^  with 
the  utmost  dispatch;  and  afterwards  to  join  me  without  delay, 
bringing  as  many  live  bullocks  for  the  Fleet  as  the  Excellent 
can  conveniently  stow. 

Phoebe — 19th  June,  Ordered  to  the  Bay  of  Rosas,  with 
the  Thetis  Transport,  for  the  above  purpose,  and  to  join  me 
immediately  after. 

Acheron  Bomb — 19th  June,  Ordered  to  Naples  with  my 
public  dispatches  for  his  Majesty's  Minister,  and  to  join  me 
immediately  after. 

^tna  Bomb — 19th  June,  Ordered  to  proceed  to  Malta, 
with  two  empty  Victuallers,  and  to  bring  a  Transport,  loaded 
with  bread,  back  to  the  Fleet. 

Madras — Prison-ship  pro  tempore  at  Malta. 

Spider  Brig,  and  Renard  Schooner — Ordered  to  protect  the 
Trade  at  Malta,  and  to  proceed  with  dispatches  to  wherever 
Sir  Alexander  Ball  may  require. 

L'Hirondelle — Ordered  to  be  purchased  into  his  Majesty's 
Service  at  Malta,  and  to  be  considered  as  attached  to  that 
Island,  under  the  immediate  directions  of  Sir  Alexander  Ball, 
as  above. 

Nelson  and  Bbont& 
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TO  THE  RIGHT  HONOURABLE  LORD  MELVILLE*  FIRST  LORD 

OF  THE  ADMIRALTY 

rFmm  Claike  and  M'Artlinr,  toI.  ii.  p.  373.] 

'2Ut  June.  1804. 

My  dear  Lord, 
In  case  Earl  St.  Vincent  and  Sir  Thomas  Troubridge 
should  not  send  you  my  letters  to  them,  respecting  the  con- 
duct of  Soldiers  embarked  to  serve  in  his  Majesty's  Ships,  I 
think  it  of  great  consequence  to  the  Naval  Service,  you  should 
be  inibrmed  of  my  sentiments  upon  that  subject  It  requires 
not  the  gift  of  prescience  to  assert,  if  Soldiers  embarlced  in 
Ships  of  War  are  not,  as  heretofore,  left  subject  to  the  Act  of 
Parliament  for  the  government  of  his  Majesty's  Ships,  Vessels, 
and  Forces  by  Sea,  whereon,  as  our  forefathers  said, '  the  safety, 
wealth,  and  prosperity  of  the  Kingdom  chiefly  depend,'  that 
the  Navy,  which  we  have  all  heretofore  lookwl  up  to,  will  be 
ruined.  The  absolute  power  must  remain ;  there  cannot  be 
two  Commanders  in  one  Ship,  nor  two  sets  of  laws  to  regulate 
the  conduct  of  those  embarked  in  the  same  bottom.  I  will 
not,  my  Lord,  take  up  your  time  in  debating,  whether  it 
would  be  better  for  the  Navy  to  be  subject  to  the  same 
Articles  of  War  as  the  Army ;  but  we  may  take  a  lesson  from 
the  epitaph,  *  I  was  well ;  I  would  be  better,  and  here  I  am  :* 
my  opinion  is, '  Let  well  alone.'    I  am,  &c.. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  LORD  HAWKESBURV. 
rProm  CUrke  and  M*Art1nir,  vol.  ii.  p.  374.] 

'i'Znd  June,  1^04. 

His  Majesty  was  supported  by  the  Russian  Minister,  and 
your  Lordship's  words  were  quoted  to  me :  the  consequence 
will  be  the  loss  of  Sardinia— either  France  or  England  must 
have  it  The  loss  to  us  will  be  great  indeed.  I  do  not  think 
that  the  Fleet  can  then  be  kept  at  sea.  From  Sardinia  we 
get  water  and  fresh  provisions ;  the  loss  of  it  would  cut  us  off 
from  Naples  except  by  a  circuitous  route,  for  all  the  purposes 
of  getting  refreshments,  even  were  Naples  able  to  supply  ud, 

q2 
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I  have  liithcrto  watched  Sardinia ;  but  at  this  moment,  when 
from  the  bad  condition  of  many  of  the  Ships  under  my  com- 
mand, I  can  barely  keep  a  sufficient  force  at  sea  to  attend  to 
the  French  Fleet,  I  have  not  Ships  to  send  to  Madalcna :  not 
less,  my  Lord,  than  ten  Frigates,  and  as  many  good  SloopB, 
would  enable  me  to  do  what  I  wish,  and  what,  of  course, 
I  think  absolutely  necessary.  But  1  am  aware  of  the  great 
want  of  them  in  England,  and  that  other  services  must  be 
starved  to  take  care  of  home.  If  I  were  at  your  Lordship's 
elbow,  I  think  I  could  say  so  much  upon  the  subject  of  Sar- 
dinia, that  attempts  would  be  maUe  to  obtain  it ;  for  this  I 
hold  as  clear,  that  the  King  of  Sardinia  cannot  keep  it,  and, 
if  he  could,  that  it  is  of  no  use  to  him;  that  if  France  gets  it, 
she  commands  the  Mediterranean;  and  that  by  us  it  would  be 
kept  at  a  much  smaller  exi>ense  than  Malta :  from  its  position, 
it  is  worth  fifty  Maltas.  Should  the  War  continue,  the  block- 
ade  of  Marseilles  is  a  measure  absolutely  essential,  and  the 
points  necessary  for  us  to  occupy  are  to  be  considered,  and  I 
think  I  could  satisfy  your  Lordship  of  the  probability  of 
holding  those  positions :  nothing  could  distress  France  so 
much,  and  make  her  wish  for  Peace  with  us  at  present.     Not 

less  than  forty  Sail  a  week  go  into  Marseilles I  will  not 

trouble  your  Lordship  with  a  longer  letter  on  the  various 
objects  wxU  worthy  of  consideration  within  the  Mediterranean, 
and  which  the  experience  of  eleven  years  has  made  me  turn 
my  thoughts  to.     I  am,  &c.. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  TIIK  RIGHT  HONOURABLE  LORD  MELVILLF. 

[From  Clarke  Rnd  M*Artliur,Tol.  ii.  p.  074.] 

•2-2nd  June,  1m04. 

It  is  to  redeem  the  solemn  pledge  I  have  made,  never  to 
omit,  upon  any  change  of  Adminstration,  stating  the  just 
claim  which  I  consider  the  Battle  of  Copenhagen  has  to  the 
reward  of  Medals,  such  as  have  been  given  for  other  great 
Naval  victories:  I  therefore  inclose  for  your  Lordship's  perusal 
a  statement  of  facts,  and  the  letters  which  passed  between 
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me  and  Earl  St.  Vincent  upon  that  occasion;*  and  when 
your  Lordship  has  leisure  time,  I  request  your  perusal  of 

them I  am  aware,  my  Lord,  that  his  Majesty  has  the 

most  undisputed  right  to  bestow  Medals,  or  to  withhold  them, 
as  he  pleases.  No  man  admits  it  more  fully  than  myself; 
but,  my  Lord,  I  turn  back  to  the  1st  of  June  1794;  from 
that  moment  I  have  ever  considered,  that  his  Majesty,  by 
implication,  pronounced  these  words  to  his  Fleet,  holding 
forth  the  Medal — '  This,  my  Fleet,  is  the  great  reward  which 
I  will  bestow  for  great  and  important  Victories  like  the  pre- 
sent r  Considering  this  as  a  solemn  pledge,  his  Majesty  gave 
it  as  the  reward*  for  the  Battles  of  St.  Vincent,  of  Camper- 
down,  and  the  Nile :  then  comes  the  most  difficult  achieve- 
ment, the  hardest-fought  battle,  the  most  glorious  result  tliat 
ever  graced  the  Naval  Annals  of  our  Country  :  the  Medal 
is  withheld,  for  what  reason  Lord  St.  Vincent  best  knows. 
Could  it  be  said  that  the  Danes  were  not  brave  ?  the  contrary 
has  always  been  shown.  Was  our  force  so  superior  that  there 
was  no  merit  in  gaining  the  Victor}'  ?  If  guns  made  the  supe- 
riority, the  Danes  were  very  superior.  If  it  be  said,  *  Ay, 
but  your  Ships  were  superior:'  to  that  1  can  answer,  that 
the  force  placed  by  the  Danes  for  the  prcserN-ation  of  their 
Arsenal,  their  Fleet,  and  the  City  of  Copenhagen,  was  such, 
and  of  that  description  of  Vessels,  which  they  thought  inex- 
pugnable by  any  force  that  could  be  brought  against  it.  I 
have  no  more  to  say,  but  beg  to  refer  your  Ix)r(lship  tt)  the 
])apers  sent  herewith ;  and  I  hope,  in  the  name  of  those  brave 
Commanders  who  were  undcf  my  orders  on  the  glorious  2nd 
of  April  1801,  for  your  recommendation  to  his  Majc&ty,  that 
he  may  be  pleased  to  bestow  that  mark  of  honour  on  the 
Battle  of  Copenhagen,  which  his  goodness  has  given  to  the 
Battles  of  St.  Vincent,  the  Ist  of  June,  of  Camperdown,  and 

the  Nile.     1  am,  &c.. 

Nelson  and  Bronte*" 

•  Vitle  \ol.  iv.  p.  o'Hj. 

»  Lonl  Melville's  aiiswsr  tu  lliis  IcUer  is  [uiuteil  iu  vol.  iv,  p.  b'-ll, 
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TO  CAI>TAL\  ROSS  DONNELLY,  II.  M,  SHIP  NARCISSUS. 

[Autograph,  in  tlie  postiession  of  the  late  Adam  Bromiluw,  Esq.  Sunday,  *Uiik 
June,  about  Nood.< — "  The  French  Ships  in  Toulon  tired  a  salute." — Jlctofjft 
Log.] 

Victory,  27th  June,  1804. 

My  dear  Sir, 

I  am  glad  that  the  Narcissus  did  not  suffer  the  other  day, 
and  I  am  sure  you  will  do  all  you  can  to  annoy  the  Enemy.  I 
really  am  of  opinion  that  it  will  force  La  Touche  out,  there- 
fore, be  prepared  to  join  me.  I  send  the  Termagant  for  her 
men,  and  I  wish  you  to  send  the  Childers  with  Termagant  to 
join  mc,  as  I  want  their  services.  We  have  nothing  new. 
When  we  have,  you  shall  know  it.  Ever,  my  dear  Sir,  yours 
faithfully, 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

Compliments  to  all  around  you,  and  may  success  attend 
you! 


TO  THE  RIGHT  HONOURABLE  LORD  HAWKESBURY. 

[Autograph,  in  the  Colonial  Office.] 

Victor}',  June  29th,  1804. 

My  Lord, 

In  my  letter  of  May  31st,  I  acquainted  Lord  Hobart  that 
I  had  sent  Captain  Keats  to  Algiers,  &c.,  and  that  the  mo- 
ment he  returned  I  should  inform  his  Lordship  of  the  result 
of  Captain  Keats*  mission.  The  Superb  returned  yesterday ; 
and  I  transmit  your  Lordship  Captain  Keats'  very  intelligent 
letters  and  papers,  by  which  you  will  see  that  things  at  Algiers 
are  better  tlian  they  were,  but  not  so  well  as  we  could  wish. 

With  great  deference,  from  giving  the  papers  all  the  atten- 
tion in  my  power,  and  from  the  very  intelligent  explanations 
of  Captain  Keats,  I  venture  to  lay  my  opinion  before  your 
Lordship — that  the  Ape,  being  bo7id  fide  the  property  of  an 
English  Merchant,  and  with  a  cargo  belonging  to  Government, 
although  the  Master  and  crew  were  actually  Neapolitans  and 
Sicilians,  must  be  given  up,  with  her  whole  crew ;  for  we  must 
never  allow  the  principle  of  their  interpretation  of  that  part 
of  our  Treaty,  and  we  are  bound  in  honour  not  to  leave  those 
poor  people  in  slavery.     Had  the  Dey  yielded  this  point,  and 
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granted  a  further  remuneration  for  a  Maltese  Vessel  which 
was  sold,  and  the  amount  paid  to  the  Maltese,  although  a 
further  sum  is  demanded,  and,  I  believe,  admitted  by  the 
Dey's  Ministers  to  be  just,  I  should  have  had  no  difficulty  in 
placing  a  Pro-Consul  at  Algiers,  and  left  the  other  points  for 
discussion,  or  to  be  given  up  as  his  Majesty  might  think 
proper  to  direct 

I  am  of  opinion  that  the  four  Vessels  recently  taken  in 
April  1803,  and  May  the  same  year,  are,  although  with  British 
Passes,  not  entitled  to  any  protection  from  us.  Allowing  the 
Dey's  to  be  a  legitimate  warfare,  what  would  Sir  William 
Scott  say  to  a  French  Ship,  French  crew,  French  cargo,  with 
the  Dey's  Passport? — Condemn.  The  other  small  Vessels, 
taken  four  or  five  years  past,  are,  I  believe,  hopeless ;  the  crews 
have  been  restored ;  even  Mr.  Falcon  gives  them  up  as  a  lost 
case.  Therefore,  the  Dey  having  for  him  made  fully  the 
{tmende  honorable  for  his  conduct  to  Mr.  Falcon,  there  is  only 
the  Ape  and  a  further  remuneration  for  the  Maltese  Ves- 
sel, which  prevents  perfect  harmony  being  restored.  Mr. 
M'Donough,  who  has  been  our  Pro-Consul  at  Tripoli,  and 
who  was  so  good  as  to  attend  Captain  Keats,  is  going  to 
England,  therefore  I  shall  direct  the  Vessel  which  carries  him 
to  Gibraltar  to  put  into  Algiers,  in  order  that  your  Lordship 
may  be  informed,  whether  the  Dey  still  continues  to  refuse  our 
just  demand  about  the  Ape,  on  which,  probably,  will  depend 
his  Majesty  sending  another  Consul  to  Algiers. 

Had  all  matters  been  amicably  setded,  I  should  have  ap- 
pointed Mr.  M'Donough  Consul  pro  tempore^  as,  from  all 
accounts  I  have  heard  of  him  for  several  years  past  at  Tripoli, 
he  strikes  me  as  being  most  perfectly  qualified  for  the  office 
of  ConsuL  I  never  saw  the  gentleman,  but  shall  when  the 
weather  moderates;  I  am  therefore  perfectly  disinterested, 
except  for  the  public  good. 

The  more  I  hear  of  Mr.  Falcon,  the  more  I  have  reason 
to  be  satisfied  of  his  being  a  gentleman  qualified  for  a  far 
superior  situation  to  that  of  Consul  at  Algiers.  Upon  the 
whole,  it  appears  that  the  mode  of  conduct  which  I  have  pur- 
sued towards  Algiers,  has  given  them  great  uneasiness.  Not 
a  Cruiser  has  been  at  sea  this  year;  and  I  ought  not  to 
conclude  my  letter  without  assuring  your  Lordship  that  I  con* 
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sidcr  (.'uptain  Keats'  conduct  to  have  been  such,  through  the 
whole  of  this  very  delicate  mission,  as  to  merit  his  being 
mentioned  to  the  King.     I  have,  &c. 

Nelson  akd  Bbomte. 


TO  TIIK  RIGHT  IlONOl'RABLE  LOUD  HAWKESBUHV. 

[Autugrapb,  in  tLe  Colouiml  Office.] 

Viftory,  Jnoe  OOUi,  1H>1. 

ilv  Lord, 
I  send  your  lordship  a  translation  of  the  Dey  of  Algiers' 
letter  to  nic,  and  my  answer,  which  I  hope  your  Lorddiip 
will  approve.     Should  my  reasonable  demands  be  comidied 
with,  it  is  my  intention  to  place  Mr.  M'Donough  in  the  situa- 
tion of  Consul  at  Algiers ;  and  from  my  former  knowledge  of 
his  abilities,  and  from  the  conversation  I  have  held  with  him 
this  day,  1  really  think  him  a  gentleman  every  way  qualified 
to  be  Consul  «t  Algiers,  or  any  other  of  the  Regencies  of 
Barbarv.     I  much  wish  that  Mr.  Longford,  the  Consul  sent 
out  to  Tripoli,  may  answer  our  purpose  with  the  Bashaw  of 
Tripoli ;  but  I  more  than  fear,  whatever  abilities  Mr.  L.  may 
jwssess,  that  the  situation  of  Consul  to  a  Barbary  Power,  is 
not  suited  to  cither  his  abilities  or  disposition.     Your  Lord- 
ship will  be  informed  that,  both  in  the  last  and  present  War, 
the  Bashaw  of  Tripoli  has  consented,  if  it  is  necessary,  in  the 
event  of  the  French  getting  to  EgJ'pt,  to  allow  of  our  occupy- 
ing Dcrnc,  a  most  important  station,  to  prevent  the  French 
having   a   communication    witli    £g}'pt.      I    have   sent   Mr. 
31*I)onough  in  a  Sloop  of  War,  with  my  letter  to  the  Dey  of 
Algiers.     If  it  answers   my   wishes,    Mr.    M^Donough  will 
return  to  me,  and  I  shall  send  Captain  Keats  to  place  him  in 
Ills  Office ;  if  not,  he  will  present  your  lordship  with  this 
letter.     Your  Lordship  will  find  him  very  equal  to  give  you 
mucli  information.     Mr.  M^Donough  has  had  no  remunera- 
tion from  nic;  that  I  leave  to  your  Lordship's  liberality  and 
justice.     I  have,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 
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TO  TIJE  RIGHT  HOXOIRABLE  HENRY  ADDIXGTON. 

[Autognipb,  in  tiie  Sidmouth  Pa|>en.] 

Victory,  30Ui  Jane,  1H(U. 

My  dear  Sir, 
Friend  I  may  call  thee  now,  without  the  suspicion  of  adula- 
tion to  a  Minister ;  but  believe  me,  that  my  opinion  of  your 
honourable  abilities  as  a  Minister,  and  your  constant  friend- 
ship for  me  as  a  man,  have  ever  held  the  same  place  in  my 
heart.  I  feci  pride  in  avowing  it,  now  you  are  a  private 
gentleman.  I  will  not  say  too  much,  because  when  a  change 
takes  place,  if  honourable  men  are  to  take  the  helm,  I  am 
sure  amongst  the  foremost  will  be  placed  one  Henry  Adding- 
ton,  whose  sincere  friend  is  ever  his  attached  and  obliged. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

I  shall  sec  you  before  Christmas ;  for  I  am  almost  worn  out 
and  blind. 


TO  COMMISSIONER  OTWAY,  GIBRALTAR. 

[letter- Book.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  oOtL  June,  IHU. 

Sir, 

As  many  of  the  Ships  in  the   Sf{uadron  are  in  want  of 

caulking,  I  am  to  desire  you  will  be  so  good  as  order  twenty 

barrels  of  pitch,  and  ten  of  rosin,  to  be  sent  by  the  first 

opportunity  for  the  above  piurpose ;  but  should  there  not  be 

any  rosin  in  store,  you  will  send  thirty  barrels  of  pitch.    You 

will  also  order  the  lower  masts  to  be  kept  in  the  greatest  state 

of  preparation,  and  a  foremast  for  the  Triumph,  which  ought 

to  have  been  put  in  when  she  was  last  at  Gibraltar.     That 

Ship  will  be  sent  to  the  Rock  as  soon  as  circumstances  of 

service  will  admit.     I  am,  &c., 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 
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TO  WILLIAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ^  ADMIRALTY. 

[Lettor-Book.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  30th  June,  1804. 

Sir, 
Commissioner  Otway  having  infonned  me  that  by  the  pre- 
sent plan  of  having  the  Mail  brought  from  Lisbon  to  Faro>  by 
land^  the  letters  become  liable  to  a  very  heavy  postage^  and 
that  there  are  now  many  letters  in  the  Post-Office>  for  the 
Seamen  and  Petty  Officers  of  the  Fleet,  unredeemed;  I 
therefore  request  you  will  please  to  communicate  to  the 
Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  that  fix)m  the  very 
high  charge  of  postage  from  Lisbon,  it  is  impossible  that  the 
Seamen  and  Petty  Officers  can  redeem  their  letters,  and  sub^ 
mit  to  their  Lordships  the  propriety  of  directing  the  postage 
thereof,  being  paid  by  Government,  as  I  understand  has  been 
done  on  some  former  occasions.     I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  B.  M'DONOUGH,  ESQ.,  BRITISH  CONSUL  AT  ALGIERS. 

[From  a  Copy  in  the  Colonial  Office.] 

Victory,  June  30th,  1804. 

Sir, 

I  beg  leave  to  return  you  many  thanks  for  your  readiness 
in  attending  Captain  Keats  to  Algiers,  and  for  your  conduct 
in  transacting  the  business  between  Captain  Keats,  the  Dey^ 
and  his  Ministers. 

I  have  now  to  request  your  further  services,  which  may 
prove  of  great  National  importance,  and  in  the  execution  of 
them,  that  you  will  be  guided  by  the  instructions  transmitted 
herewith  for  your  guidance.  I  have  not  offered  you  any 
pecuniary  rccompence  for  your  services,  as  I  am  sure  Lord 
Uawkesbury  will  have  the  greatest  pleasure  in  doing  the  thing 
in  a  handsome  manner.  Accept  again.  Sir,  my  sincere  thanks, 
and  believe  me,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte 
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TO  B.  M'OONOUGH,  £8Q. 
[Autognph  Dnmgbt,  in  the  poMession  of  Jamei  Yoaog,  Esq.,  of  Wells.] 

Ist  July,  It^OL 

Sir, 

You  will  herewith  receive  my  letter  to  his  Highness  the 
Dej  of  Algiers,  and  proceed  in  his  Majesty's  Sloop  Terma- 
gant to  Algiers,  the  Commander  of  her  having  my  orders  to 
receive  you  on  board.  On  your  landing  at  Algiers  you  will 
go  to  the  Ministers,  and  tell  them  that  you  have  a  letter 
fix>m  me  to  his  Highness,  which  you  desire  they  will  deliver  to 
him. 

They  will  naturally  inquire  of  you  what  are  the  contents  of 
my  letter,  and  if  everything  is  amicably  settled;  to  which  you 
will  reply  in  such  a  manner  as  the  occasion  calls  for,  and 
according  to  the  purport  of  my  letter,  a  copy  of  which  is  here- 
unto annexed.  You  will  give  them  to  understand  that  you 
are  merely  a  passenger  on  your  way  to  Gibraltar,  and  that 
unless  the  Dey  wishes  to  see  you,  that  you  have  no  business 
with  him.  You  may  safely  assert  from  your  knowledge  of  me^ 
and  from  what  you  have  heard  me  say,  that  the  British  Sloop 
Ape,  and  her  whole  crew,  is  a  point  which  never  will  be  given 
up ;  and  you  may  express  my  astonishment  at  her  capture  and 
detention^  and  much  more  that  she  should  not  have  been  given 
up  directly  to  Captain  Keat& 

Should  my  demands  in  respect  to  the  Ape  and  her  crew  be 
compUed  with,  you  will  state  the  loss  at  5000  hard  dollars ; 
and  with  respect  to  the  other  case  of  further  remuneration  for 
the  St  Antonio  de  Padua,  that  shall  be  settled  amicably ;  and 
that  until  these  two  points  are  settled,  that  I  never  will  send 
an  English  Consul  to  Algiers,  but  that  the  moment  these  just 
demands  are  complied  with,  that  I  will  send  a  Consul  to 
arrange  amicably  the  other  matters. 

Should  the  business  terminate  favourably,  you  will  return  to 
me  from  Gibraltar  with  all  expedition,  as  I  wish  to  place  you 
as  Consul  to  Algiers,  and  transmit  my  letter  to  the  Right 
Honourable  Lord  Hobart;  but  should  matters,  contrary  to 
my  wishes  and  just  expectations,  not  be  amicably  settled^  in 
that  case  you  will  give  his  Lordship  an  account  of  your  pro* 
ceedinffs,  deliver  my  letter  to  Lord  Hawkesbury,  and  explain 
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to  hiin  your  opinion  upon  the  present  state  of  affairs^  not  only 
in  Algiers,  but  also  in  Tripoli  Wishing  you  every  success,  I 
am,  Sir,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  THE  DEY  OF  ALGIERS. 
[Autograpli  draught,  in  the  possession  of  James  Yoaug,  Esq.,  of  Wells.] 

Victory,  at  Sen,  1st  July,  IHIVI. 

Sir, 

I  have  received  your  Highnesses  letter  of  June  15th,  by 
Captain  Keats ;  and  he  has  explained  to  me  your  Highnesses 
solemn  declaration,  that,  in  future,  you  never  will  commit 
such  an  indignity  to  his  Majesty,  as  sending  off  his  Agent  and 
Consul-General  to  the  Regency  of  Algiers.  Captain  Keats 
has  also  informed  me,  that  he  had,  according  to  your  wishes, 
talked  over  with  your  Ministers  the  precise  situation  of  the 
several  Vessels  taken  with  Passes  from  the  Governor  of 
Malta. 

Upon  several  of  them  much  may  be  said  on  both  sides, 
and  time  might  be  allowed  for  serious  and  deliberate  dis- 
cussion, that  strict  justice  might  be  done  without  endangering 
the  harmony  which  ought  ever  to  subsist  between  his  Majesty 
and  the  Regency  of  Algiera,  and  which  I  have  done  every- 
thing in  my  power  to  preserve,  in  interesting  myself  for  the 
removal  of  Mr.  Falcon,  who  it  appears  was  not  a  pleasant 
Consul  to  your  Highness.  Your  Highness'  utmost  wishes 
being  gratified  in  these  respects,  it  is  with  no  small  degree 
of  surprise  I  observe  that  your  Highness  should  by  your  own 
act  prevent  a  Consul  being  placed  at  Algiers,  by  the  detention 
of  a  bo?id  fide  English  Vessel  called  the  Ape,  with  an  English 
cargo,  under  the  pretence  that  the  Vessel  was  not  navigated 
with  one-third  of  her  crew  English.  Such  a  pretence  (where 
the  two  first  and  only  real  objects  for  detention  were  perfectly 
clear — viz.,  the  Ship  and  cargo  being  Englbh)  ought  to  have 
subjected  the  Rais  who  seized  her  to  your  Highness's  severest 
punishment ;  and  I  did  expect  that  my  worthy  friend  Captain 
Keats  would  have  brought  me  an  account  of  your  Highuess's 
having  delivered  up  the  Ape  and  her  tohok  crew,  wherever 
they  may  have  happened  to  be  bom,  with  many  apologies  for 
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ber  unjust  dcteution ;  and  also,  promised  sach  further  remu- 
neration as  to  justice  should  belong,  in  the  case  of  the  St 
Antonio  de  Padua.  When  your  Highness  shall  hare  com- 
{died  with  these  just  claims,  I  will  then  send  a  Consul  to 
Algiers:  therefore,  from  this  moment,  if  an  English  Consul 
is  not  at  Algiers,  the  cause  rests  entirelj  with  jour  Highness. 

Net^son  axd  Bbokte. 


TO  B.  M*DO\OlGir,  Esg. 
[From  n  Copy  io  the  Colonic  OflEce.] 

Yirtorr.  JoJt  1ft.  I>A1, 

Sir,  •       • 

Should  the  Dey  of  Algiers  have  settled  all  mv  just  demands, 
and  wrote  me  word  so,  in  that  case  you  will  deliver  to 
Captain  Pettet  the  enclosed  letter,  in  order  that  he  may 
return  to  the  Fleet,  and  enable  mc  to  place  you  at  Algiers  as 
soon  as  possible.  But  as  Captain  Pettet  is  charged  with  all 
my  Public  dispatches,  you  will  not  deliver  him  the  letter, 
imless  you  are  sure,  from  under  the  Dey  or  his  Minister's 
hands,  that  everything  is  finally  settled,  and  ready  for* Cap- 
tain Keats'  conclusion.     I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  CAPTAIN  ROBERT  PETTET,  H.  M.  SHIP  TERMAGANT. 

[Order-Book.] 

Victorv.  at  Set,  1st  Julv.  18(VI. 

You  are  hereby  required  and  directed  to  receive  Mr.  M*Do- 
nough  on  board  his  Majesty's  Sloop  Termagant  under  your 
conunand,  and  proceed  with  him  as  expeditiously  as  possible 
to  Algiers,  where  you  will  remain  in  the  Bay  for  the  space  of 
three  days,  (should  that  time  be  necessary  for  the  accomplish- 
ment of  his  mission  with  the  Dey,)  but  on  no  account  longer. 
You  will  then  proceed  with  Mr.  M'Donough  to  Gibraltar, 
when,  after  having  landed  him,  you  will  cause  every  possible 
exertion  to  be  used  in  refitting  the  Termagant,  (which  must 
not  exceed  more  than  seven  days.)  Having  so  done^  and  com- 
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pleted  your  provisions,  water,  and  necessaries,  to  the  usual 
time,  you  will  return  and  join  me  on  Rendezvous  No.  97, 
under  Cape  St  Sebastians,  where  you  will  find  me,  or  orders 
for  your  further  proceedings,  taking  care  to  bring  with  yon 
any  Transports  which  may  be  loaded  for  the  Fleet. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  CAPTAIN  PETTET,  H.  M.  SLOOP  TERMAGANT. 

I 

[Autography  in  the  possession  of  Thomas  Garwood,  Esq.] 

Victory,  July  Ist,  1804. 

Sir, 
If  Mr.  M^Donough  delivers  you  this  letter,  and  informs 
you  that  everything  is  settled  at  Algiers,  ready  to  receive  our 
Consul,  in  that  case,  notwithstanding  any  former  orders,  yoa 
will  proceed  and  join  mc,  without  one  moment's  loss  of  time, 
on  Rendezvous  No.  102 ;  and  should  you  meet  with  any  of 
his  Majesty's  Ships  going  to  Gibraltar,  you  will  put  my 
dispatches  on  board  of  them.     I  am.  Sir,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  THE  RIGHT  HONOURABLE  LORD  HAWKESBURY. 

[Autograph,  in  the  Colonial  Office,  and  Autograph  Draught.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  Ist  July,  1804. 

My  Lord, 

I  send  you  a  translation  of  a  letter  from  the  Bey  of  Tunis, 
respecting  the  Passports  for  his  Vessels  coming  fix)m  Hol-^ 
land  with  his  presents.  I  hope  Mr.  Clarke,  English  Pro-Consul 
at  Tunis,  has  made  all  the  explanations  I  directed  him  to  do 
to  the  Bey  ;  but  I  much  fear,  by  the  Bey's  letter,  that  he  has 
neglected  my  instructions,  and  that,  from  so  great  a  delay, 
doubts  will  arise  in  the  mind  of  the  Bey,  as  to  our  readiness 
to  comply  with  his  just  desires. 

The  effect  of  their  being  obliged  to  ask  us  for  permis- 
sion to  get  their  presents  across  the  seas,  is  attended  with 
very  good  effects.  I  imderstand  the  Dey  of  Algiers  means, 
when  we  have  settled  our  matters,  to  ask  for  Passports  to  get 
over  his  French  presents.    I  send  your  Lordship  extracts  of 
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my  letter  to  Mr.  Clarke,  and  his  answer*  theiefore  I  hare 
done  everything ;  bat  the  want  (^proper  and  little  attentions 
to  these  gentry,  do  ns  much  harm.    I  hare,  &c 

NsLaosr  Aan>  Bmostb. 


TO  LADY  HAMILTON. 

[From  **  Lord  Nelsoit's  Letters  to  Lady  Hamflton."  toL  iL  p.  VE/ 

VictOffT,  JuJt  Iftt,  1*^14. 

Your  letters  of  April  13th,  22nd,  and  May  13th, 


through  Mr.  Falconet,  came  safe,  a  few  days  aga  Mr.  Falconet 
is  the  French  banker;'  and  he  dare  not  buy  a  little  maccaroni 
for  me,  or  let  an  Englishman  into  his  house.     Gibbs  is  still 
at  Palermo :  I  fancy  he  will  make  a  good  thing  of  my  estate ; 
however,  I  wish  it  was  settled.     He  wrote  me,  a  short  time 
since,  that  he  wished  I  would  give  him  a  hint  (but  without 
noticing  that  it  came  from  him)  that  I  thought  Mrs.  Greefer 
and  her  child  had  better  go  to  England,   on  pretence   of 
educating  her  daughter,  &c.     But  I  would  have  nothing  to  do 
with  any  such  recommendation:  it  would  end  in  her  coming 
to  me,  in  England ;  and  saying,  that  she  could  not  live  upon 
what  she  had,  and  that  I  advised  her  to  come  to  England,  or 
she  should  not  have  thought  of  it.     In  short,  Gibbs  wants  to 
remove  her.     He  is  afraid  of  his  pocket,  I  fancy ;  and  the 
daughter  is,  I  fency,  now  in  some  seminary  at  Palermo,  at 
Gibbs's  expense.     I  wrote  him  word,  fully,  I  would  advise 
no  such  thing ;  she  was  to  form  her  own  judgment.     What 
our  friends  are  after  at  Naples^  they  best  know.    The  poor 
King  is  miserable  at  the  loss  of  Acton.     The  Queen  writes 
me  about  *  honest  Acton,'  &c.,  &c.,  and  I  hear,  that  she  has 
been  the  cause  of  ousting  him :   and  they  say  (her  enemies) 
that  her  conduct  is  all  French.     That,  I  do  not  believe; 
although  she  is  likely  to  be  the  dupe  of  French  emigres,  who 
always  beset  her.    I  doubt  much,  my  dear  Emma,  even  her 
constancy  of  real  friendship  to  you ;  although,  in  my  letter  to 
Acton,  which  Mr.  Elliot  says  he  read  to  her,  I  mentioned  the 
obligations  she  was  under  to  you,  &c  &c.,  in  very  strong 
terms.     What  ooidd  the  name  of  the  Minister  signify !  It  was 

*  At  Naples. 
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the  letter  \vhich  was  wanted  to  the  Prime  Mroister.  But, 
never  mind ;  with  prudence,  we  shall  do  very  welL  I  have 
wrote  to  Davison,  by  land:  who,  lam  very  sorry  for;  but,  he 
never  would  take  a  friend's  caution,  and  he  has  been  severely 
bit.*  Your  accounts  of  Merton  delight  me ;  and  you  will  long 
ago  have  known  that  I  have  directed  the  bills  for  the  altera* 
tions  to  be  paid.  I  never  could  have  intended  to  have  taken 
it  from  the  hundred  pounds  a  month. 

You  will  not  hear  of  my  making  Prize-money.  I  have  not 
paid  my  expenses  these  last  nine  months.  I  shall  expect  to 
eat  my  (/hristmas  dinner  at  Merton ;  unless  those  events 
happen  which  I  can  neither  foresee  nor  prevent.  I  am  not 
well :  and  must  have  rest,  for  a  few  months,  even  should  the 
Country  [want  me],  which,  very  likely,  they  will  not.  News, 
I  can  have  none. 

April  9th,  Leviathan  sailed ;  so  Government  don't  care 
much  for  us.  Kiss  my  dear  Horatia,  for  me !  I  hope  you  will 
have  her  at  Merton  ;  and  believe  me,  &c., 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  (^APTAIN  PlILTEXEY  MALCOLM,  ILM.  SHIP  KENT. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Victory,  nt  Sea,  1st  Jiilv,  18<U. 

Sir, 
Having  thought  proper  to  appoint  Captain  White  to  super- 
sede you  in  the  Kent,  I  am  to  desire  that  you  will,  immediately 
after  taking  command  of  the  Renown,  order  the  Kent-to  pro- 
ceed to  Salerno,  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  on  board  the 
sixty  head  of  bullocks  (or  more  if  they  can  be  stowed,  for  the 
use  of  the  Fleet)  from  Mr.  Thomas  Warrington,  with  hay 
sufficient  to  last  them  during  the  passage,  as  mentioned  in  my 
letter  to  you,  dated  the  12th  ultimo,  by  which  you  will  govern 
yourself,  in  the  payment  of  the  said  sixty  bullocks  &c.,  and 
also  the  other  forty  bullocks  from  Mr.  Warrington,  either 
when  the  Renown  leaves  Naples,  or  by  such  Vessel,  as  I 
may  judge  proper  to  send  for  them.  I  have  to  observe, 
for  your  information,  that  the  twenty  coils  of  rope  sent  by 
the  Termagant,  run  upwards  of  six  hundred  fathoms  shorty 

•  Vide  vol.  T.  p.  U3. 
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and  it  is  perfectly  clear  that  none  has  been  cat  ofi;  as  the 

mark  of  the  hooks  is  distinctly  seen  on  each  end  of  the  rope. 

A  aorvey  has  been  ordered  upon  the  said  rope ;  and  if  it  is 

practicable^  the  reports  will  be  sent  to  you.    At  any  rate,  it 

will  become  necessary  to  state  this  uncommon  deficiency  to 

Mr.  Jamesy  that  an  equal  quantity  may  be  sent  in  lieu,  and 

that  every  inch  on  board  the  Kent  which  may  have  been 

received  from  him,  is  measured  most  strictly,  before  your 

Boatswain  grants  receipts  for  it     You  will    consider  the 

Renown  as  employed  on  the  same  service  as  Kent,  and  remain 

at  Naples  with  her  until  you  shall  be  relieved,  or  receive  ray 

further  directions,  as  mentioned  in  my  order  to  you,  dated 

the  26th  April  last    I  am,  &e. 

Nelson  akd  Bbonte. 


TO  NATHANIEL  TAYLOR,  E8Q^  MALTA. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  Ist  July,  1804. 

Sir, 
I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  28th  May,  acquainting 
me  that  it  would  be  necessary  to  make  some  purchases  of 
stores,  to  complete  the  Niger;  in  answer  thereto,  I  must 
desire  you  will  send  me  an  account  of  the  stores,  which  it 
may  be  found  necessary  to  purchase  on  the  above  occasion, 
approved  of  in  the  manner  mentioned  in  my  letter  to  you  of 
the  18th  ultimo,  and  continue  to  do  so  on  all  future  occasions, 
where  purchases  may  become  absolutely  necessary.  With 
respect  to  lodgings  for  the  Artificers,  the  Senior  (Mcer  can 
have  nothing  at  all  to  do  with  it  Tou  must,  therefore,  write 
to  the  Navy  Board  on  the  subject.     I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  CAPTAIN  DONNELLY,  H.M.  SHIP  NARCISSUS. 
[Autograph,  formerly  in  the  possession  of  the  late  Adorn  Bromilow,  Esq.] 

Viotorjr,  July  3nd,  1804. 

My  dear  Sir, 
I  believe  your  orders  are  to  cruise  or  anchor,  as  you  may 
judge  best  for  carrying  on  the  service  entrusted  to  you; 

VOL.  VL  u 
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therefore,  yoa  will  act  as  you  see  best  Your  Boats  can  be 
inside,  at  night,  in  moderate  weather,  and  in  day-time  jtm 
can  wosk  between  the  Islands ;  but  I  should  wish  yoa  not  to 
be  out  of  the  reach  of  the  Fleet  in  case  Monsieur  La  Tondie 
should  come  out  of  his  nest  I  am  obliged  by  your  ac- 
counts of  Hieres  Bay.  When  our  Fleets  occupied  it,  the 
Islands  were  not  fortified.  The  Enemy,  I  am  sure,  ¥rant  to 
get  some  small  Ships  of  War  to  the  Eastward,  probably  tat 
the  invasion  of  Sardinia ;  and  by  disappointment  for  aome 
time,  I  think  the  Fleet  will  be  ordered  out  to  fight  dose  to 
Toulon,  that  they  may  get  their  crippled  Ships  in  agun, 
and  that  we  must  then  quit  the  Coast  to  repair  our  damagci^ 
and  thus  have  the  Coast  clear ;  but  my  mind  is  fixed  not  to 
fight  them,  unless  with  a  Westerly  wind,  outside  the  Hieres, 
and,  with  an  Easterly  wind,  to  the  Westward  of  Sicie.  I  am 
sure,  one  of  these  days  they  will  come  out;  for,  besides  their 
degradation  to  all  Europe,  Marseilles  must  sufier  for  want  of 
her  usual  commerce.  I  have  only  again  to  repeat,  that  yoa 
will  keep  under  sail,  or  anchor,  as  you  please ;  and  I  am  sure 
you  will  always  be  upon  your  guard  against  a  surprise  fix>m  a 
superior  force.  We  have  nothing  new.  Algiers  is  rather  better 
than  it  was,  but  not  quite  so  well  as  we  could  wish.  Phoebe 
not  joined.  With  my  best  regards  to  all  your  Squadrcm, 
be  assured,  I  am  ever,  my  dear  Sir,  yours  most  fidthfiiUy, 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  HIS  EXCELLENCY  HUGH  ELUOT,  E8Q. 

[Autograph,  in  tbe  Elliot  Papers.] 

Victory,  July  7th,  1801. 

Private. 
My  dear  Sir, 
Your  son  William  is  on  board  the  Amazon,  and,  I  am  sure, 
very  happily  placed  with  his  money^  &c  &c.  She  is  one  of 
the  Squadron  stationed  in  Hieres  Bay,  which,  for  a  few  weeks 
in  summer,  will  stop  all  their  Coasting  trade.  We  have 
nothing  but  incessant  gales  of  wind,  and  I  am  absolutely  worn 
out.  From  Gantheaume's  having  hoisted  his  Flag  at  Brest, 
I  have  no  doubt  but  that  an  attempt  will  be  made  to  get 
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m  fuperiority  of  force  into  the  Mediterrmeaii.  Hoiwever, 
oar  force  is  diminishing  daily.  Kent,  Benown,  and  Gibral- 
tar  ore  gone  for  any  further  use;  Superb  and  TViomph  most 
go.  Several  of  the  Ships  want  to  go  into  Port  to  refit ;  and 
if  I  was  to  do  as  they  do  in  the  Channel,  I  ha?e  not»  by  that 
mode  of  judging,  four  Sail  fit  to  keep  the  sea.  I  absolutely 
keep  them  out  by  management;  but  the  time  must  come 
whfiEi  we  shall  break  up^  unless  the  new  Admiralty  act  reiy 
difierently  frcmi  the  old,  and  send  out  six  Sail  of  the  line, 
and  fifteen  Frigates  and  Sloops ;  and  I  do  not  beUere  that 
the  late  Admiralty  hare  left  them  am  to  send.  But  I  must 
not  indulge  these  thoi^ts^  or  I  should  say  much  more ;  but 
I  fojf  ii  off  with  thinking.  I  am  e?er,  my  dear  Sir,  yours 
most  fiuthfoUy, 

Nblsoh  Aim  Baoim. 

With  respect  to  the  Queen's  writing  to  this  Bfinister  or 
that,  whether  Addington  or  Pitt,  it  cannot  matter.  It  de- 
pends upon  her  Maje^r's  feelings  towards  the  best  fiiend  she 
erer  had,  and  Lady  Hamilton  has  had  <qip<Nrtunities  of  serr- 
ing  her  Country  which  can  fidl  to  the  lot  of  very  few ;  and 
therefore  has  those  claims  for  perKmal  services  which,  as  I 
aaid  before,  few  can  have.  As  Sir  William's  wife,  I  believe 
(indeed  am  sure)  they  mil  give  her  not  one  ferthing. 


TO  HIS  EXCiXLENCY  HUGH  ELUOT,  ESQ. 
[Autognph,  in  the  ElUot  Pipen.] 

Victory,  July  8th,  1804. 

My  dear  Sir, 
I  was  honoured  by  the  Termagant  with  your  Excellency's 
letter  of  June  15th.  If  Russia  goes  to  war  with  France,  I 
hope  it  will  be  her  own  War,  and  not  joined  with  us.  Such 
Alliances  have  never  benefited  our  Country.  If  the  Emperor 
of  Germany  joins  against  France,  something  good  may  arise. 
If  not,  Russia's  going  to  war  in  the  way  I  am  sure  she  will, 
will  cause  the  loss  of  Naples  and  Sardinia ;  for  that  Court  will 
not  send  160,000  men  into  Italy,  and  less  are  useless  for  any 
grand  purpose.    No;  Russia  will  tak^  caie  of  the  loiuap 

h2 
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Republic^  the  Morea»  and,  in  the  end,  Constantinople.    The 
views  of  Russia  are  perfectly  clear. 

The  French  Navy  is  daily  increasing,  both  at  Toulon  and 
6rest>  whilst  ours  is  as  clearly  going  down-hiU.  It  will  require 
all  Lord  Melville's  abilities  to  get  our  Fleet  a-head  of  that  of 
the  French.  We  made  use  of  the  Peace,  not  to  recruit  our 
Navy,  but  to  be  the  cause  of  its  ruin.  Nothing  but  a  speedy 
Battle,  a  complete  annihilation  of  the  Enemy's  Fleets,  and  a 
seven  years'  Peace,  can  get  our  Fleet  in  the  order  it  ought  to 
be;  therefore  I,  for  one,  do  not  wish  to  be  shackled  with 
Allies.  I  am  for  assisting  Europe  to  the  utmost  of  our  powen 
but  no  Treaties,  which  England  only  keeps. 

I  hope,  my  dear  Sir,  your  next  letters  firom  Naples  will 
give  me  news  to  alter  my  opinion  of  degenerate  Europe;  fixr 
I  am  sick  at  heart  at  the  miserable  cringing  conduct  of  the ' 
great  Powers.  But  I  have  done.  I  wish  Acton  had  followed 
your  advice ;  but  being  once  gone,  will  he  ever  be  able  to 
come  back  again  ?  Not  without  Naples  is  actually  at  War. 
What  could  have  had  no  ill  effects  to  resist,  may,  by  bringii^ 
Acton  back  again,  cause  a  War,  or  rather  a  pretence  for 
taking  Naples;  but  I  am  no  politician,  and  have  done.  I 
have  had  nothing  from  England  since  April  5th ;  and  if  we 
did  not  get  the  French  papers,  we  should  be  left  in  total 
ignorance.  The  Fleet  is  as  healthy  as  usual ;  but  if  the  Ad- 
miralty do  not  very  largely  reinforce  this  Fleet,  so  as  to 
enable  me  to  send  some  Ships  home,  and  others  into  Port  to 
refit,  it  cannot  be  kept  at  sea  another  winter.  I  am  ever, 
with  the  greatest  respect,  your  Excellency's  most  obedient 
servant, 

Nelson  and  Brontb. 


TO  CAPTAIN  DONNELLY,  H.  M.  SHIP  NARCISSUS. 
[Autograph,  formerly  in  the  possession  of  the  late  Adam  Bromilow,  Esq.] 

Victory,  July  Btb,  1804. 

My  dear  Sir, 

I  send  the  Seahorse  to  relieve  the  Amazon,  who  must  go 

for  water,  but  before  she  goes  I  would  have  her  complete  the 

Thunder-Bomb,  (if  she   has  as  much  on  board.)      If  you 

have  no  immediate  prospect  of  doing  much  where  you  are, 
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leave  Boyle  with  directions  what  to  do,  and  come  to  me  with 
the  Cameleon  Brig,  as  I  have  a  little  service  for  you  to  per- 
form* I  send  not  Amazon's  orders,  as  I  want  to  see  Parker 
bef<»e  he  goes  off.    We  have  nothing  new ;  ever  yours  most 

£dthfully, 

Nelson  ahd  Bbohtb. 


TO  CAPTAIN  DONNELLY,  H.M.  SHIP  NARCISSUS. 
[Autograph,  formerly  in  possession  of  the  late  Adam  Bromilow,  Es^.] 

VictoiT,  July  8th,  1604,  7  pji  . 

Dear  Sir, 
I  was  sending  the  Seahorse  to  relieve  Amazon,  and  to  desire 
you  and  Cameleon  to  come  to  me ;  but  as  I  find  the  Thunder 
so  short  of  water,  and  it  blows  fresh,  I  fear  that  she  may  not 
beat  up  to  windward,  therefore  I  send  her  to  get  water: 
therefore,  you  will  remain  in  your  command,  which  you  so 
ably  fill^  and  send  the  Cameleon  to  me  without  a  moment's 
loss  of  time,  and  also,  the  Amazon.     I  am,  dear  Sir,  most 

faithfully  yours. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  CAPTAIN  PULTENEY  MALC0L31,  H.M.  SHIP  KENT. 
[Autograph,  in  the  possession  of  Rear-Admiral  Sir  Charies  Malcolm.] 

Victory,  July  &th,  1S04. 

My  dear  Sir, 

You  may  be  sure  that  when  I  can  I  shall  always  be  glad 
to  meet  your  wishes,  in  respect  to  your  changing  into  a  Line- 
of-Battlc  Ship,  likely  to  remain  in  this  Country.  You  will  see 
by  my  joint-letter  to  you  and  Captain  White,  that  I  have  given 
my  consent  to  all  convenient  changes ;  but,  with  respect  to 
men,  you  will  be  glad  of  my  refusal ;  for,  I  never  knew  a 
Captidn  to  take  followers,  but  that  he  took  so  many  un- 
grateful people,  and  always  troublesome  ones. 

It  is  possible  that  it  may  be  very  inconvenient  for  Mr. 
Frisilique*  to  go  to  England :  if  so,  and  that  you  are  inclined 
to  receive  him  into  the  Renown,  I  can  have  no  objection. 

*  Query,  Froessolecc^ne  1 
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The  Rope  sent  by  Termagant  was  received  fiom  the  Kent^  I 
uoderstandy  but  that  the  Boatswain  of  the  Sloop  gave  a 
receipt  to  Mr.  Jamea^  for  it,  when  he  ought  to  have  given  it  to 
the  Boatswain  of  the  Kent;  then,  unless  the  Contractor 
makes  up  the  deficiency,  it  would  have  been  properly  chaiged 
against  the  Boatswain  of  the  Kent's  wages,  for  receiving  it 
without  measuring.  This  must  be  very  carefully  done  in 
future  ;  and  if  Mr.  James  does  not  make  up  the  deficiency  of 
the  last,  I  desire  that  nothing  more  of  any  kind  or  sort  may 
be  taken  of  him ;  for  Government  must  not  be  defirauded. 
You  will,  I  am  sure,  take  care  that  nothing  is  got  off  publicly, 
which  can  in  the  least  bring  on  diflSculty  with  the  Frencji  and 
the  King  of  Naples,  I  am  ever,  my  dear  Sir,  your  most 
obedient  and  &ithful  Servant, 

NSLSON  AND  BbONTS. 


TO  CAPTAIN  PULTENEY  MALCOLM,  H.M.  SHIP  KENT. 

[Order-Book.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  SUi  July,  ISOi^ 

Should  any  political  change  of  affurs  at  Naples  render  it 

necessary  for  his  Majesty's  Subjects  to  leave  that  place,  his 

Excellency  Mr.  Elliot  will,  of  course,  give  due  notice  thereof 

to  the  Merchants  and  others  residing  at  Naples.     You  are, 

therefore,  hereby  required  and  directed,  upon  receiving  such 

intimation  from  his  Excellency  Mr.  Elliot,  to  take  all  the 

Merchant-Vessels,  with  the  persons,  property,  and  effects  of 

his  Majesty's  Subjects  at  Naples,  under  the  cover  of  your 

guns,  and  afford  them  every  assistance  and  protection  in  your 

power  for  their  safety* 

Nelson  and  "Brontb. 


TO  HIS  EXCELLENCV  HUGH  SLUOT,  ESQ. 

[Autograph,  in  the  Elliot  Papers.] 

Victory»Jaly  0th,  1804. 

My  dear  Sir, 
The  Acheron  last  night  brought  me  yout  ExcellcQcy's 
letter  of  June  28th,  with  the  inclosure  fh)m  the  Queen.     I 

*  Pro-Conaal  at  V$fim. 
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hardly  see  what  I  can  answer  to  her  Majestji  for  her  con- 
tinued good  opinion  of  me^  except  that  it  shall  be  my  study 
to  continue  to  deserve  it  There  is  but  little  in  your  Excel- 
lency's letters  to  comfort  any  well-wisher  for  the  honour  of 
Europe ;  and  the  arrival  of  Russian  Troops  at  Corfu  and  the 
Morea  may  hasten  the  attack  upon  Naples. 

I  had  a  letter  yesterday  from  Rear-Admiral  Cochrane,*  who 
commands  off  Ferrol.  The  French  Fleet  at  Brest,  Rochford, 
and  Ferrol,  are  perfectly  ready  for  sea;  and  we  know  they 
are  ready  at  Toulon;  and  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  the 
Mediterranean  will  be  the  scene  of  Action.  I  only  hope  that 
it  will  very  soon  happen,  or  I  shall  have  nothing  to  do  with 
it ;  for  I  do  assure  you  that  every  part  of  my  constitution  is 
broke  up. 

I  never  hear  from  England,  but  as  we  manage  to  get  the 
Paris  papers  regularly  through  Spain.  From  ten  days  to  a 
fortnight  we  get  them  firom  their  date  at  Paris :  therefore,  we 
know  the  very  great  events  which  are  passing  in  Europe — at 
least,  as  much  as  the  French  people.  A  great  expedition 
seems  fitting  out  I  fear  it  is  to  send  abroad,  when  I  think 
it  might  be  much  more  usefully  employed  in  the  Mediter- 
ranean, and  in  taking  Belleisle.  I  send  you  our  Pro-Consul's 
letter  firom  Barcelona.  I  very  seldom  hear  firom  Mr.  Frere, 
although  Cochrane^s  letter  must  have  passed  through  his 
hands,  yet  I  have  not  a  scrap  of  a  pen.  The  Renown  goes 
to  replace  the  Kent,  who  goes  direct  for  England.  Gibraltar 
is  absent  Belleisle  leaves  me  to-night;  for  she  cannot  keep 
the  sea  even  these  summer  gales :  therefore,  I  shall  be  left 
with  only  seven  to  ten,  and  that  I  expect  reduced  by  the 
miserable  state  of  the  hulls  and  rigging,  &c,  of  the  Ships. 
Adieu,  my  dear  Sir,  and  believe  me  ever  your  Excellency's 
most  obedient  and  obliged  servant. 

Nelson  and  Bbonte. 

*  AAenraidi  Adminl  the  HononnUe  Sir  Alexander  Forrester  Inglif  Cocluran*, 
G.C3.;  he  died  in  June  1832* 
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TO  CAPTAIN  THE  HONOURABLE  T.  B.  CAPEU  H.M.  SHIP  PH(EB£. 

[Order-Book.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  9th  July,  1804. 

Whereas  I  have  received  mformation  that  the  Enemy  are 
collecting  troops  and  stores  at  Porto  Ferraio,  in  the  Island  of 
Elba,  with  an  intent  of  making  a  descent  on  the  Island  of 
Sardinija,  You  are,  therefore,  hereby  required  and  directed  to 
take  his  Majesty's  Sloop  named  in  the  margin^  under  your 
command,  and  proceed,  without  a  moment's  loss  of  time  off 
Porto  Ferraio,  where  yoil  will  cruise  very  diligently  for  the  space 
of  ten  days,  between  that  place  and  Leghorn,  and  endeayoor  to 
capture  or  destroy  any  of  the  Enemy's  Vessels  of  War  or 
Transports  which  you  may  fall  in  with.  You  are  at  liberty, 
during  the  said  period  of  time,  to  extend  your  cruising  ground 
as  far  as  Port  Specia,  if,  from  information,  you  should  judge 
it  more  likely  to  fall  in  with  the  Expedition  before  mentioned, 
taking  care  to  join  the  Squadron  by  the  25th  instant  on  Ren- 
dezvous No.  102,  where  you  will  find  me,  or  orders  for  your 

further  proceedings. 

Nelson  and  Bbonts. 


TO  CAITAIN  MALCOUf,  II.  M.  SHIP.  KENT. 
[Autograph,  in  the  possession  of  Rear- Admiral  Sir  Charles  Maloolxn.3 

Victory,  July  0th,  1804. 

Many,  many  thanks  for  your  Papers,  which  are  very  in- 
teresting. 

My  dear  Sir, 

The  Acheron  joined  me  last  night  with  your  letter  of  June 
28th.  I  am  glad  you  have  stopped  the  making  of  beds.  I 
had  not  an  idea  that  there  was  a  single  bed  at  Malta  till 
Captain  Keats's  arrival  a  week  ago.  I  wrote  you  yesterday 
about  the  rope.  I,  for  one,  am  glad  at  Monarchy,  under  any 
shape,  being  restored  in  France.  It  may  be  better  for  us-^^ 
cannot  be  worse.  I  am  much  obliged  by  your  kind  offers  of 
service.  The  Renown  will  part  the  moment  the  weather 
moderates  that  I  can  get  water  from  her.  I  am  ever,  dear  Sir, 
your  most  obliged  servant, 

Nblson  and  Brontb. 

'  Cameleou. 
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TO  THE  QUEEN  OF  NAPLES. 

[From  <*  The  Life  of  Uie  BeTtrcad  Doctor  Scott,**  p.  114.] 

Victory,  lOth  July,  1804. 

Madam, 

I  have  been  honoured  by  your  Ifajesty's  gracious  and 
condescending  letter  of  June  28th.  I  have  no  other  reply  to 
make  to  such  flattering  expressions  of  confidence,  than  to  offer 
my  most  devoted  thanks,  and  my  assurances  of  always  studying 
to  merit  your  Majesty's  fi^vourable  sentiments,  and  those  of 
my  bene&ctor,  the  Eang. 

It  would  be  presumptuous  on  my  part  to  venture  to  speak  of 
political  matters  in  a  letter  to  your  Majesty;  but  I  cannot  help 
wishing  that  Europe  was  like  a  handful  of  rods  against  France. 
If  it  be  proper  to  give  way  to  the  times,  let  us  temporise :  if 
to  make  War,  let  us  all  make  it  On  this  principle,  I  could 
have  wished  that  Russia  had  avoided  War,  unless  she  had 
been  joined  by  Austria.  Then,  acting  honourably  side  by 
nde,  there  would  have  been  some  hope  from  such  a  coalition. 

If  Russia  sends  men  and  Vessels  to  the  Ionian  Republic, 
and  into  the  Morea  only,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying, 
that  she  compromises  Naples  much  more  than  if  she  had,  for 
the  moment,  bent  to  the  storm.  At  least,  50,000  troops  (it 
should  be  100,000)  are  necessary  to  answer  for  the  safety  of 
Italy.  To  say  the  truth,  I  do  not  believe  we  had  in  the  last 
War,  and,  according  to  all  appearance,  we  shall  not  have  in 
the  present  one  either,  plans  of  a  sufficiently  grand  scale  to  force 
France  to  keep  within  her  pn^r  limits.  Small  measures 
produce  only  small  results.  I  dare  not  let  my  pen  run  on. 
The  intelligent  mind  of  your  Majesty  will  readily  comprehend 
the  great  things  which  might  be  effected  in  the  Mediterranean. 
On  this  side  Buonaparte  is  the  most  vulnerable.  It  is  from 
here  that  it  would  be  most  easy  to  mortify  his  pride,  and  so 
far  humble  him,  as  to  make  him  accept  reasonable  conditions 
of  Peace.  I  entreat  your  Majesty's  pardon  for  having  ex- 
pressed my  sentiments  with  such  boldness. 

Mr.  Elliot  has  informed  me,  by  writing,  of  what  your  Majesty 
wished  to  say  on  the  subject  of  writing  to  the  Minister,  respect- 
ing the  pension  for  your  Emma.  Poor  Sir  William  Hamilton 
believed  that  it  would  have  been  granted,  or  it  would  have 
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been  unpardonable  in  him  to  have  left  his  widow  with  so  little 
means.  Your  Majesty  well  knows  that  it  was  her  capaci^ 
and  conduct  which  sustained  his  diplomatic  character  during 
the  last  years  in  which  he  was  at  Naples.  It  is  unnecessary 
for  me  to  speak  more  of  it  It  only  remains  for  me— begging 
pardon  for  having  occupied  your  Miyesty's  time  so  long — to 
subecribe  myself  your  Majesty's  fiiithftd  and  deyoted  aenrao^ 

Nblson  akd  Bbom  tjl 


TO  THE  REVEREND  DAVID  EVANS,'  H.  M.  SHIP  SUPERa 

[Aatogn^h,  in  the  poitcwion  of  Mn.  Etmu,  hw  widow.] 

^etory,  July  10th,  1801 

Dear  Sir^ 
I  feel  very  much  obliged  by  your  kind  after  of  translating 
any  pieces  for  mc  in  case  of  Dr.  Scott's  ill  health  or  abBenc& 
I  have  no  doubt  but  that  the  translation  was  a  perfect  good 
one ;  and  should  I  want  your  kind  assistance  in  fiiture,  you 
have  encouraged  me  to  apply  without  heaitation,  which  voy 
much  obligesi  dear  Sir^  your  very  fiuthfiil  servant. 

Nelson  and  Bbohtx. 


TO  CAPTAIN  KEATS,  H.  M.  SHIP  SUPERB. 

[Antognph,  ia  tlw  postenioa  of  the  Berereiid  Biduhl  Keats.] 

Victory,  3u\j  10th,  1801. 

My  dear  Sir, 
If  your  nephew,  Mr.  Bock,*  can  effect  an  ezdiange  into  the 
Rent,  I  will  do  the  needflil ;  but  if  an  exchange  cannot  be 
effected,  and  you  wish  your  nephew  to  go  home  a  passenger, 
had  he  not  better  remam  in  the  Kent,  and  go  home  a  passenger 
in  her?  Will  you  dine  here  to-morrow,  and  we  will  talk 
more  upon  the  subject.  Be  assured  whatever  you  widi  I  ahall 
be  happy  in  doing,  being  ever  your  most  obliged  and  iaithfal. 

Nelson  and  Bbonts. 

*  Tlita  GlMpUitt  of  the  Supeib,  tad  lAenrwdi  Steivtaiy  to  Admiral  Sir  Qsorge 
Martin,  O.C.B.,  G.C.M.G. 

*  Lieateiumt  Riohard  Buck,  aon  of  George  Stucley  Back,  Esq.,  by  Miitha, 
dingfater  of  the  Be?.  Blchard  Keate,  and  aiater  of  Admiral  Sir  Biohard  Goodwin 
KNti,  a.C3.i  ha  died  a  Poat-Oaptala  in  Jaly  188a 
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TO  SIR  JOHN  ACrONt  BART. 
[From  Cl«te  ud  M'Aithw,  f«L  iL  p.  376.] 

[About  lOUi  July,  1804.] 

Adminl  Gantheatime,  I  see,  has  hoisted  his  Flag  at  Brest ; 
a  sure  indication  to  mj  mind,  that  at  least  a  part  of  that 
Fleet  is  destined  for  the  Mediterranean.  It  is  in  this  Country 
that  Buonaparte  voshes  to  make  himself  great,  and,  there- 
fore, this  is  the  Countiy  where  large  Armies  and  Fleets 
should  be  placed.  I  trust  our  Government  will  take  care  not 
to  allow  a  superiority,  beyond  my  power  of  resistance,  to  get 
into  the  Mediterranean.  I  calculate  upon  no  joint  exertion  of 
the  Russian  Fleet,  even  should  the  Emperor  go  to  war;  and 
if  it  is  only  a  War  of  manifestoes,  as  Catherine's  War,  and 
sending  IVoops  to  the  Mcweai  and  Ionian  Republic,  I  do  not 
see  any  good  either  to  Naples  or  England  fiom  it ;  indeed,  I 
fear  soch  a  War  would  much  endanger  both  Naples  and  Sar- 
dinia.   Iam,4ie», 

Nrlsqn  AND  Bwnnm. 


TO  EDWARD  GAYN£R,  ESQ.,  ROSAS. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  11th  July,  18(U. 

Sir, 
I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  1st  instant,  acquainting 
me  that  the  Captains  of  some  of  his  Majesty's  Ships  frequent- 
ing Rosas  have  requested  you  to  pay  the  sum  of  eight  dollars 
fcMT  the  apprehending  any  Seamen,  &c.,  who  may  desert  from 
their  Ships,  and  that,  in  consequence,  you  had  paid  the  sum 
of  njrteen  dollars  for  two  Beamen  that  had  been  apprehended 
as  deserters  ftx>m  die  Phcebe,  and  eight  for  one  from  the 
Vlctoiy,  i^ch  yon  intend  putting  into  the  general  account 
In  answer  to  which,  I  feel  very  much  obliged  by  your  kind 
attention  to  this  circumstance  of  Service ;  but  must  beg  to 
observe^  that  as  those  sums  are  chaiged  respectively  against 
the  Deserters  on  the  l^p's  Books,  and  paid  by  the  Captain's 
certificate^  I  can  have  nothing  at  all  to  do  with  it,  nor  must  it 
appear  in  the  general  account  you  allude  to.    The  Captains^ 
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on  such  occasions,  pay  for  apprehending  Deserters  firom  their 
Ships,  and  are  reimbursed  by  the  certificate  before  mentioned. 
I  must  beg  you  will  be  good  enough  to  send  me  an  account 
of  your  expenses  for  the  Hindostan's  people,  as  mentioned  in 
my  letter  of  the  26th  April,  in  order  that  I  may  direct  its 
being  paid  immediately,  as  in  the  event  of  Captain  Le  Gros's 
accounts  being  closed  previous  to  yours  arriving  in  England, 
it  b  more  than  probable  it  will  be  charged  agunst  me.  I 
am,  &c  Nelson  and  Bbontb. 


TO  ADMIRAL  SIR  PETER  PARKER,  BART. 

[From  Clarke  and  M'ArUiur,  vol.  ii.  p.  353.] 

[About  July,  1804.] 

I  most  sincerely  condole  with  you,  on  the  premature  death 

of  my  dear  friend  and  contemporary,  your  son.'     In  your 

grandson  Peter,  you  possess  everything  which  is  amiable, 

good,  and  manly — an  Officer  and  a  gentleman.     He  is  sure 

of  my  warmest  and  affectionate  interest  for  his  welfare,  as  long 

as  I  live.     Never  whilst  I  breathe  shall  I  forget  your  kindness 

to  me,  to  which  I  owe  all  my  present  Honours.   May  God  bless 

you,  my  dear  Friend,  and  keep  you  in  health  many,  many 

years.     I  am,  &c., 

Nelson  and  Bromte. 


TO  CAPTAIN  RO*S  DONNBLLYi  H»  M.  SHIP  NARCISSUS. 
[Autograph  draugbt,  and  Order-Book.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  lath  July,  18(Ui 

Memorandum* 

Lord  Nelson  has  received  with  much  satisfaction  the  report 

of  Captain  Donnelly,  of  the  gallant  conduct  of  the  Officers 

and  Men  employed  in  destroying  the  Enemy's  Vessels  at  La 

Vendura.'    The  judicious  arrangement  of  Lieutenant  Thomp- 

*  Vice  Admiral  Christopher  Parker,  who  died  on  the  20th  of  lifay,  1804,  leering 
a  son,  Peter,  who  succeeded  his  grandfiUher  in  the  Baronetcy,  in  December  1811, 
and  was  killed  while  Captain  of  the  Menelatis,  in  storming  an  American  eaa^  at 
Bellaire,  near  Baltimore,  in  August  1814. 

'  Captain  Donndl/s  and  Lieutenant  John  Thompson's  letters,  describing  the 
snccessftal  attack  by  the  Boats  of  the  Narcissus,  Seahorse,  and  Maidatoiie,  on  aome 
Enemy'4  Vessels  at  La  Vondonr,  in  Uiliet  Bay,  in  the  night  of  the  10th  of  Jnly, 
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9cm  merits  my  praise^  for  without  that^  brayeiy  would  be  use- 
less ;  and  the  example  of  Lieutenants  Paiker,  Lumley,  and 
Moore,  was  such  as  to  ensure  the  braveiy  of  the  inferior  Officers 
and  Men;  for  I  never  knew  the  superior  Officers  to  lead 
on  well  but  that  they  were  always  brayely  supported  by  the 
men  under  their  orders.  Wounds  must  be  expected  in  fight- 
ing the  Enemy.  They  are  marks  of  honour,  and  our  gratefid 
Country  is  not  unmindful  of  the  sufferings  of  her  gallant  de- 
fenders. A  regular  list  will  be  sent  to  the  Patriotic  Fund  at 
Lloyd's,  and  the  Captains  are  to  give  each  man  a  certificate 
before  he  leaves  the  Ship^  describing  his  wound,  signed  by 
the  Cf^tain  and  Surgeon.  The  wounded  men  to  be  sent  to 
the  three  Flag-Ships,  as  the^  will  probably  find  better  accom- 
modation than  in  a  Frigate. 

NsLSOH  AHD  Bronte. 


TO  CAPTAIN  HARGOOD,  H.M.  SHIP  BELLEISLE. 

[Older-Book.] 
Memorandum.  VicU>rj,  it  Sea,  12th  Joly,  1804. 

You  will  be  on  your  guard  against  a  surprise  of  the  Enemy, 
daring  your  stay  in  Agincourt  Sound,  as  it*s  by  no  means 
improbal)Ie  but  they  will  make  a  descent  on  the  Madalena 
Islands ;  in  which  case,  you  will  render  the  Governor  and  In- 
habitants every  assistance  in  your  power,  and  endeavour  to 
destroy  the  Enemy's  Vessels  and  Troops. 

NbLSON  AHD  BbONTE. 


TO  CAPTAIN  ROSS  DONNELLY,  H.M.  SHIP  NARCISSUS, 

[Order-Book.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  14th  July,  1804. 

Having  received  information  that  the  Enemy  are  in  the 
habit  of  sending  their  Privateers  and  other  Vessels  of  War 

1804,  were  published  in  the  London  Gazette  of  Angfnst  following.  Lieutenant 
John  ThonipBon*c  snbaeqnent  career  has  not  been  ascertained.  [Qnery  if  be  were 
the  Lieutenant  of  those  names  who  died  in  1800.]  Lieutenant  John  Bichard  Lumley 
died  a  Post  Captain,  about  1821 :  Lieutenant  Ogle  Moore  died  in  that  rank,  about 
1810 ;  and  Lieutenant  Hyde  Parker  is  now  a  Bear  Admiral  of  the  Blue,  and  a 
Companion  of  the  Bath. 
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from  Corsica  to  the  Port  of  Grenoa,  Yoa  are  hereby  required 
and  directed  to  take  his  Majesty's  Ship  named  in  the  nuDgin' 
under  your  command^  and  proceed  immediately  off  the  abote- 
mentioned  Port,  where  you  will  cruise  very  diligently,  and 
endeavour  to  fisdl  in  with  any  Vessels  of  the  aboye  deflcripdoD, 
or  Transports  with  Troops  on  board ;  upon  dcung  so  yoo  will 
use  your  utmost  exertions  to  capture  or  destroy  them.  In  the 
execution  of  this  service,  should  any  intelligence  be  obtained 
necessary  for  my  immediate  information,  you  will  join  me 
forthwith  on  Rendezvous,  Na  102.  At  all  events,  you  most 
not  be  longer  absent  from  the  Squadron,  which  you  will  find 
on  the  said  Rendezvous,  than  the  10th  of  next  month,  Aiq^ost 
It  is  my  intention  to  send  the  Thunder  Bomb-Vessel  on  this 
service,  the  moment  she  joins ;  you  will,  therefore,  take  her 
under  your  orders,  and  employ  the  whole  as  yon  may  find 
best  for  the  execution  of  the  said  service. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

The  closer  you  cruize  off  the  Mole  Head  the  better,  and 
send  your  Boats  out  at  night.  N.  &  B. 


TO  CAPTAIN  ARTHUR  FARQUHAR,  H.M.  BOMB- VESSEL  ACHERON. 

[Order-Book.] 

Victory,  tt  Sea,  Iftib  Joly,  1804. 

Having  ordered  the  two  Transports  named  in  the  margin  * 
to  be  loaded  with  empty  water-casks  firom  the  different  Ships, 
You  are  hereby  required  and  directed  to  take  the  said  Trans- 
ports under  your  charge,  and  proceed  immediately  with  them 
to  Porto  Conte  in  the  Island  of  Sardinia ;  and  on  your  arrival 
there  you  will  cause  the  utmost  exertion  to  be  used  in  filling 
the  same  empty  water-casks,  directing  the  Officers  super- 
intending that  service,  to  see  that  the  greatest  care  is  taken  of 
the  casks,  in  rolling  them  to  and  from  the  spring,  that  no  injuiy 
may  be  done  them.  You  will  also  instruct  the  Officers  so 
employed  not  to  suffer  the  casks  to  be  filled  at  high  water,  as 
the  surface  of  one  of  the  wells  at  those  times  is  level  with  the 
sea,  consequently  impregnated  with  salt  water.    A  Coiporal's 

*  Maidstone,  « X^haUuun,  Tbetif , 


JET.46.]  LETTEBa.  Ill 

party  of  Marines  will  be  sent  in  each  of  the  Transports,  for  the 
purpose  of  attending  the  watering  pardea  to  prevent  the  casks 
from  being  stolen  by  the  Inhabitants,  and  the  men  from  getting 
drunk,  or  deserting,  to  which  the  utmost  attention  must  be 
paid,  as  these  people  are  veiy  much  in  the  habit  of  bringing 
down  quantities  of  wine.  To  all  and  each  of  these  circum- 
stances I  must  desire  to  call  your  particular  attention.  During 
your  stay  at  Porto  Conte  you  will  purchase  as  many  live 
buUodu  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  Bomb's  Company,  and 
you  will  also  procure  a  hundred  quintak  of  good  onions,  for 
the  use  of  the  Squadron.  For  the  payment  thereof  the  Agent- 
Victualler  will  supply  you  with  dollars,  upon  your  granting 
the  usual  receipt  for  die  same,  and  returning  the  proper  and 
regular  vouchers  for  the  disbursement  tbereoC  Having  com- 
pleted the  service  above  mentioned,  which  is  to  be  done  with 
the  utmost  possible  expedition,  you  will  return  and  join  the 
Squadron  on  Rendezvous  Na  102,  where  you  will  fmd  me, 

or  orders  for  your  further  proceedings. 

Nblsoh  AMD  Baoirra. 


TO  CAPTAIN  MOUBRAY,  H.  H.  SHIP  ACTIVE. 

[Older-Book.] 

Vietary,  st  8m,  ISth  July,  1804. 

Yon  are  hereby  required  and  directed  to  take  the  Vessel 
named  in  the  maigin^  under  your  command,  and  after  the 
close  of  day,  you  will  proceed,  with  as  much  dispatch  as  pos- 
sible ofip  Marseilles,  for  the  purpose  of  intercepting  any  of  the 
Enemy's  Frigates,  Vessels  of  War,  or  Merchant-Ships,  which 
may  be  going  into  that  Fort.  You  will  afterwards  stretch 
over  to  Cette,  for  the  above  purpose,  taking  care  to  join  me 
on  Rendezvous  No.  102,  with  the  first  Westerly  wind,  and 
not  to  be  longer  absent  from  the  Squadron  than  four  or  five 

days  from  the  date  hereo£ 

Nblson  and  Bbomtb. 

*  Thunder. 
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TO  REAR-ADMIRAL  CAMPBELL. 
[From  Clarke  and  M*ArUiur,  toI.  ii.  p.  370.] 

17tb  July,  1601. 

The  French  Ships  have  either  altered  their  anchorage,  or 

some  of  them  have  got  to  sea  in  the  late  gales :  the  idea  has 

given  me  half  a  fever.     I  am^  &c.. 

Nelson  Aim  Bbonte. 


TO  REAR-ADMIRAL  SIR  RICHARD  BICKERTOX,  BART, 

[From  Clarke  and  M'ArUinr,  vol.  ii.  p.  376.] 

17tli  July*  1804. 

I  have  been  in  a  little  alarm  at  the  idea  of  Mons.  La  Touche 
having  given  me  the  slip,  and  it  is  not  quite  cleared  up.  I 
am  sending  Active  and  Thunder  off  Marseilles  for  infonna« 
tion ;  for  I  am  sure  if  that  Admiral  were  to  cheat  me  out  of 
my  hopes  of  meeting  him,  it  would  kill  me  much  easier  than 
one  of  his  balls.  Since  we  sat  down  to  dinner  Captain 
Moubray  has  made  the  signal,  but  I  am  very  far  from  being 
easy.  I  shall  place  Seahorse  and  Amazon  close  in  shore,  in 
order  to  examine  Toulon  every  way  to-morrow.     I  am,  &c.. 

Nelson  and  Brontb. 


TO  CAPTAIN  MOUBRAY,  H.M.  SHIP  ACTIVE. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Victory,  July  ITth.  1804. 

My  dear  Sir, 
I  believe  you  mistook  our  signal  this  morning — it  was  to 
reconnoitre  Toulon.  After  dark,  you  will  part  company^  and 
I  wish  you  good  luck.  Put  'Tliunder'  in  the  margin  of 
your  order.  As  I  am  still  inclined  to  believe  that  a  part  of 
the  Enemy's  Fleet  have  put  to  sea,  I  request  you  will  be  very 
inquisitive  for  information  from  any  Vessels  coming  from 
Marseilles;  and  indeed  from  all  others,  as  somebody  must  fidl 
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in  with  them.  Vessels  from  Tunis  and  the  Levant,  if  they 
arc  boand  to  the  Levant,*  are  most  likely  to  meet  them,  and  if 
yon  get  any  information  which  may  be  useful  to  me,  I  beg 
that  you  will  join  me  directly.  Ever,  dear  Sir,  yours  faith- 
folly. 

Nelson  aitd  Bronte. 


TO  LIEUTENANT  H.  a  LANE.  ROYAL  ARTILLERY,  SERVING  ON 
BOARD  HIS  MAJESTY'S  BOMB-VESSEL  THUNDER. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Victorj,  It  Sea,  17th  July,  1804. 

Sir, 
I  have  this  moment  received  your  letter  of  the  15th 
instant,  stating,  *  that  finding  it  totally  impossible  from  the 
difference  of  orders  sent  to  you  by  command  of  the  Right 
Honourable  the  Earl  of  Chatham,  Master-General,  and  the 
Honourable  Board  of  Ordnance,  with  the  approval  of  the 
Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  and  those  given  by 
me  to  the  Commanding-Officer  of  the  Thunder,  Bomb- 
Vessel,  to  agree  with  him  on  your  different  branches  of  duty, 
and  to  be  responsible  for  the  mortars  and  stores  placed  in  your 
charge,  by  the  Board  of  Ordnance,  and  comply  with  their 
orders  in  every  respect;'  in  return,  I  beg  leave  to  inform  you 
that  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  allow  any  Officer  under  my 
command  to  quit  his  duty  on  any  pretence.  The  orders  to 
which  you  allude  as  given  by  me,  were  to  enforce  due  obe- 
dience to  Superior  Officers,  and  the  greater  care  of  the  mortars, 
stores,  and  artillerymen :  I  cannot  comprehend  that  it  is  pos- 
sible any  disagreement  can  take  place  between  you  and  the 
Commander  of  the  Thunder-Bomb,  under  whose  command 
you  are,  as  you  have  only  to  obey,  I  have  directed  Captain 
Cocks  to  order  you,  when  he  thinks  the  service  and  weather 
will  admit  of  it,  to  examine  the  mortars  and  stores  under 
your  charge,  in  order  that  they  may  always  be  kept  in  good 
condition,  and  fit  for  immediate  service.     I  am,  &c.. 

Nelson  and  Bbonte. 

>  Sic. 
VOL.  VI.  i 
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TO  CAPTAIN  GEORGE  COCKS,  H.  M.  BOMB  THUNDER. 

[From  A  Copy  in  the  Admlndty.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  17  th  July,  IBOl. 

Sir, 
I  herewith  transmit  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Lieutenant 
Lane,  of  the  Royal  Artillery,  serving  on  board  his  Majesty's 
Bomb- Vessel  Thunder,  under  your  command,  together  with 
a  copy  of  my  answer  thereto ;  and  I  must  desire  that  you  will 
cause  the  mortars  and  Artilleiy  stores  to  be  examined,  when 
the  weather  and  Service  will  admit,  as  mentioned  in  the  copy 
of  my  said  letter,  and  transmit  me  a  report  thereof  for  my  in- 
formation.    I  am,  &c., 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  WILLIAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ^  ADMIRALTY. 
[Original,  in  the  Admiralty.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  18th  July,  IBOL 

Sir, 

I  herewith  transmit  you  the  copy  of  a  letter  from  Lieutenant 
Lane  of  the  Royal  Artilleiy,  serving  on  board  his  Majesty's 
Bomb- Vessel  Tliunder,  together  with  a  copy  of  my  answer 
thereto ;  and  also,  of  my  letter  to  Captmn  Cocks,  Commander 
of  the  said  Bomb- Vessel,  which  I  request  you  will  be  pleased 
to  lay  l)eforo  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  for 
their  consideration. 

It  is  paiuAil  for  me  to  consider  their  Lordships'  orders 
alludcil  to  in  Lieutenant  line's  letter,  as  in  any  degree 
sanctioning  that  Officer*  and  the  others  embarked  on  board 
the  .ICtna  and  Acheron,  to  act  or  hold  themselves  independent 
of  the  t^ommandors  of  those  Bombs,  particularly  so,  as  every 
dayV  oxjvrionco  more  ftdly  cv^nvinces  my  mind  of  the  indis- 
(VM\sab!o  n^wssiiy  of  there  Iving  but  tme  Commander  in  a 
S!\ij\  auvl  that  every  l^and  Otfioer  (whatever  his  rank  may  be) 
if  cmlvtrktxl  tv»  servo  on  l\xit\l  Ship,  should  most  implicitiv 
%vuR\rm  iv\  and  wmj^y  with*  the  oivier?  of  the  Captain  or 
I VjuttiAtulcr  o:'  si:o>.  Shi;^  or  VesasoL 

lUviUj*  sv^  tuUy  wrv:o  \\hi  oa  th»  subject  in  my  letter 
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dated  22nd  of  May/  with  the  papers  therein  referred  to  for 
their  Lordships'  information ;  I  have  only  to  hope  that  their 
Lordships  will  see  the  immediate  necessity  of  having  this 
business  fully  cleared  up,  if  any  doubts  can  be  entertained  as 
to  the  construction  of  the  Act  of  Parliament  for  the  Govern- 
ment of  his  Majesty's  Ships,  Vessels,  and  Forces  by  Sea.  I 
am,  &C., 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  THE  NAVAL  STOREKEEPER,  MASTER  SHIPWRIGHT,  AND 
MASTER  ATTENDANT  OF  MALTA  YARD. 

[OrigiuAl,  In  the  Record  Office  in  the  Tower  of  London.] 

Victory,  it  Sea,  aSth  July,  1^04. 

Gentlemen, 
I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  5th  instant,  acquaint- 
ing me  with  the  circumstances  attending  the  unloading  and 
measuring  the  coals  from  the  Harmony  Transport,  and  that 
there  were  sixty  chaldrons  detained  and  received  into  His 
Biajesty*s  Stores  at  Malta,  for  my  fiurther  directions ;  also, 
submitting  your  opinion  that  there  did  not  appear  any  fraud, 

or  intention  to  defraud,  to  be  imputed  to  Mr. ,  Master 

of  the  Harmony,  in  the  delivery  of  the  coals  to  the  Fleet 
under  my  command,  as  from  his  report  there  was  great  hurry 
and  inattention  in  delivering  them.  In  answer  to  which,  I 
conceive  it  was  improper  to  give  a  receipt  for  the  sixty 
chaldron  of  coals  which  the  Pursers  were  defrauded  of  by 

Mr. ^'s  short  measurement;  and  that  it  was  extremely 

wrong  in  you,  and  not  consistent  with  my  order,  to  have 
oflered  an  opinion  exculpating  the  fraud  of  the  said  Mr. 

y  which  you  have  taken  upon  yourselves  to  do  from  his 

own  ipse  dixit;  and  imputed  blame  to  those  who  received  the 
coals,  and  of  course  were  concerned  to  have  just  measure.  I 
shall  transmit  a  copy  of  your  said  letter  to  the  Transport 
Board,  that  the  conduct  of  Mr. may  meet  its  deserts.     I 

am,  &c. 

Nelson  anp  Bronte, 

•  Vide  p.  27,  ante. 
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TO  CAPTAIN  RICHARD  BUDD  VINCENT,  H.M.  SLOOP  ARROW. 

[Original,  iu  the  Admiralty.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  28th  Jnlv,  1804. 

Sir, 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  5th  June,  giving  an 
account  of  your  having,  on  the  3rd  of  that  month,  destroyed, 
and  set  fire  to  a  French  Privateer  under  the  Island  of  Fana 
The  destruction  of  the  Enemy's  Privateers,  who  are  so 
numerous  in  these  seas  (and  contrary  to  all  known  laws  of 
Neutrality,  shelter  themselves,  and  make  a  convenience  of  the 
Neutral  Territory  of  the  Powers  at  amity  with  Great  Britain, 
from  whence  they  commit  the  most  unwarrantable  depreda- 
tions on  our  Commerce),  becomes  an  object  of  serious  con- 
sideration, and  certainly  justifies  an  attack  upon  these  Pirates. 

I  therefore  feel  pleased  with  your  conduct  in  the  destruction 
of  the  Privateer  before  mentioned,  and  shall  write  Mr.  Foresti, 
his  Majesty^s  Minister  at  Corfu  (if  necessary)  to  remonstrate 
against  the  conduct  of  those  unprecedented  and  sanctioned 
Pirates,  as  I  did  in  the  instance  of  the  Thisbe ;  for  certainly 
the  Neutral  Territory  that  does  not  afford  protection,  cannot 
be  allowed  to  give  it  to  the  original  breaker  of  the  Neutrality, 
and  therefore,  from  the  offensive  state  of  the  Privateer  in 
question,  and  her  firing  upon  the  Arrow's  Boats,  I  cannot  but 
approve  of  your  having  destroyed  her;  but  I  must  beg  to  be 
perfectly  understood,  that  I  would  on  no  account  have  the 
Neutrality  broken  or  disturbed  by  his  Majesty's  Ships  or 
Vessels,  &c.,  under  my  command,  firing  upon  any  of  the 
Enemy's  Privateers  or  endeavouring  to  destroy  them  under 
the  protection  of  a  Neutral  Port,  unless  such  Privateers  shall 
first  use  such  offensive  measures,  and  fire  upon  his  Majesty's 
Subjects ;  in  which  case,  they  forfeit  the  protection  of  the 
Neutral  Port,  and  ought  to  be  destroyed,  if  possible. 

I  am  sorry  for  the  Arrow's  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  on 
the  occasion,  as  stated  in  the  list  which  accompanied  your 
said  letter.  The  paper  of  instructions  saved  from  the  Pri- 
vateer before  alluded  to,  has  been  received.     I  am,  &c.. 

Nelson  and  Brontr. 
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TO  CAPTAIN  VINCENT,  II.M.  SLOOP  ARROW. 

[Letter  Book.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  July  -^^iL,  1604. 

Sir, 
I  yesterday  received  your  letter  of  the  13th  ult,  acquaiuting 
me  with  your  proceedings,  in  consequence  of  the  orders  you 
received  from  Captain  Cracraft,  of  his  Majesty's  Ship  Anson ; 
that  you  had  visited  Zante,  Corfii,  VaJona,  and  Otranto, 
agreeable  to  his  directions ;  and  that  on  your  arrival  at  Corfu, 
you  had  received  a  letter,  with  an  enclosure  from  Mr.  Forest], 
acquainting  you  with  the  loss  of  the  Merchant  Brig,  General 
Moore,  near  Valona,  on  the  18th  of  November  last ;  and  also, 
with  the  treatment  the  Master  and  Crew  of  the  said  Vessel 
had  received  from  the  Bey  and  Vizir  of  Burat.  In  answer 
thereto,  I  am  very  much  pleased  with  the  whole  of  your  con- 
duct, and  hope  that  your  remonstrances  will  not  only  induce 
the  Vizir  to  deliver  up  the  English  Subjects,  but  also  make 
8u£Scient  reparation  for  his  treatment  to  the  Master  and  Crew 
of  the  said  Vessel,  as  well  as  for  having  detained  them  and 
others  of  lib  Majesty's  Subjects.  I  am  very  much  obliged 
for  your  communication  of  the  different  [circumstances  that 
arc  passing  in  the  Adriatic,  tnentioned  in  your  said  letter  and 
Log-book,  which  have  been  received,  together  with  copies  of 
Mr.  Foresti's  letter,  and  the  paper  which  accompanied  it; 
also,  the  list  of  Vessels  boarded  by  the  Arrow  as  stated  therein. 

I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  UEUTENANT  HARDING  SHAW,  COMMANDING  HIS  MAJESTY'S 

BRIG  SPIDER. 

[Lcller-Book.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  •.>8lb  July,  18(U. 

Sir, 
I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  12th  instant,  acquainting 
mc  with  your  having,  on  the  preceding  day,  captured  the 
Conception  French  Privateer,  mounting  two  brass  guns,  and 
manned  witli  forty-seven  men.  In  answer  to  which,  I  am 
very  much  pleased  with  your  success  on  this  occasion,  and 
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hope  your  future  exertions  may  soon  enable  you  to  capture  or 

destroy  more  of  those  piratical  Privateers,  who  so  much  annoy 

our  Coasting  trade.     Your  log  and  weekly  account  have  been 

delivered  me  by  the  Captain  of  the  Fleet.   Let  them  in  future 

be  transmitted  to  me.     I  am,  &c., 

Nelson  and  Beonte. 


TO  PATRICK  WILKIE,  ESQn  AGENT  VICTUALLER,  MALTA. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  28th  Jnlj,  1801. 

Sir, 
I  have  received  by  the  ^tna,  your  letter  of  the  6th  instant, 
and  observe,  by  the  abstract  of  the  remains  of  provisions  therein 
mentioned,  the  state  of  his  Majesty's  stores  under  your  chaige, 
which  will  meet  with  due  attention,  and  I  trust  be  soon  re- 
cruited with  every  species  of  provisions  from  England,  by  the 
first  Convoy,  which  it  is  to  be  presumed  is  at  no  great  distance 
from  its  arrival.  I  observe  what  you  say  respecting  the  five 
hundred  pipes  of  wine,  contracted  for  at  MarsaLa,  and,  con- 
sequently, shall  approve  of  such  steps  as  the  Senior  Officer 
may  take  to  send  the  said  wine  ^  to  England.  I  am  sorry  to 
observe  that  the  wine  supplied  his  Majesty's  Ships  from  the 
stores  under  your  charge,  is  excessively  bad  of  its  kind,  and 
very  much  inferior  to  what  we  receive  from  Gibraltar,  or  pur- 
chase in  the  vicinity  of  Rosas,  and  I  presume  higher  priced. 
I  therefore  desire  that  you  will  write  the  Contractor  on  the 
subject,  and  insist  upon  good  sound  wine  being  sent,  as  I  am 
satisfied  that  the  Faro  wine  is  excellent  You  will,  at  the  same 
time,  transmit  me  a  copy  of  the  said  contract,  that  I  may 
judge  how  far  a  public  remonstrance  to  the  Victualling  Board 
may  be  necessary  to  remedy  this  serious  evil.     I  am,  &c 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

P.S. — In  future,  let  your  Returns,  or  Remains  of  proviaionsy 
&c.  in  the  stores  under  your  chaige,  be  transmitted  to  me. 
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TO  NATHANIEL  TAYLOR,  ESQ.,  NAVAL  OFFICER,  MALTA. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Vletorj,  at  Sea,  28th  July,  lb(U. 

Sir, 

I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  6th 
instant,  with  a  copy  of  the  list  of  cordage  undertaken  to  be 
found  by  Mr.  Dyson  of  Syracuse,  also  a  list  of  canvas  and 
timber  which  you  have  ordered  from  Fiume,  for  the  use  of 
his  Majesty's  stores  at  Malta,  together  with  a  list  of  canvas 
purchased  at  Malta  with  the  approbation  of  the  Senior  OflBcer. 
In  answer  thereto,  I  herewith  transmit  you  an  order  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  canvas  purchased  at  Malta,  and  desire  to  observe, 
that  as  stores  are  now  arrived  in  the  Mediterranean,  it's  of 
little  consequence  whether  the  cordage  you  have  ordered  from 
Syracuse  is  received  or  not  As  canvas  was  to  be  had  at 
Naples,  I  cannot  account  for  your  having  ordered  such  a 
quantity  of  it,  and  other  stores,  from  Fiume,  on  your  return 
to  Naples  from  Malta,  as  there  appears  no  necessity  for  such 
a  measure;  and  my  instructions  only  justify  your  making 
inquiry  where  Navel  stores  may  be  had  in  case  of  emergency, 
and  not  to  purchase,  except  small  quantities,  and  that  in  cases 
only  of  absolute  necessity,  with  the  concurrence  and  authority 
of  the  Senior  Officer.  I  hope  your  conduct  on  this  occasion 
will  meet  the  approbation  of  the  Navy  Board,  and  that  the 
disbursement  of  the  Public  money  in  your  department  for 
every  article  purchased  may  be  perfectly  correct,  and  entirely 
to  their  satisfaction. 

In  future,  it  is  my  directions,  that  previous  to  the  purchase 
of  any  description  of  stores,  you  consult  with  the  Senior  Officer 
on  the  necessity  thereof,  as  well  as  to  the  exact  quantity 
of  every  article  wanted ;  and  upon  his  being  perfectly  and 
fully  satisfied  of  the  absolute  and  indispensable  necessity  of 
such  temporary  purchase,  you  are  to  obtain  from  him  an 
order  for  that  purpose,  which  must  specify  the  particular 
quantity  of  every  article  intended  to  be  procured;  a  copy 
of  which  order,  &c,  you  will  transmit  to  me  immediately,  (in 
the  event  of  there  not  being  time  to  make  application  to  me 
in  the  first  instance,  which  is  always  to  be  done  when  prac- 
ticable,) and  also  an  account  from  the  person  of  whom  the 
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purchase  is  made,  setting  forth  the  quantity  and  price  of  every 
article,  in  order  that  I  may,  on  any  future  occasion^  sadafy 
myself  with  the  correctness  thereof. 

I  approve  L'Hirondelle^s  being  fitted  in  her  present  state, 
and  hope  she  will  soon  be  ready  for  active  service.  Her 
valuation,  and  a  list  of  the  remains  of  stores  under  your 
charge,  have  also  been  received.  I  am  very  much  surprised 
that  directions  were  not  given  to  the  Master  of  the  Louisa,  to 
receive  the  lime  for  the  use  of  the  Fleet  Your  application 
ought  to  have  been  to  the  Senior  Officer,  who  would  have 
taken  the  necessary  steps  for  this  purpose.  I  shall,  however, 
direct  the  Agent  of  Transports  to  attend  to  your  request  on 
all  future  occasions.  The  Jolly-boat  for  the  Childers  has  been 
received,  and  also  the  Victory's  hammock-cloths ;  but  I  am 
extremely  concerned  to  observe  the  inattention  which  they 
have  met  with  in  Malta  Yard.  They  have  been  badly  painted 
(if  it  may  be  called  painting),  as  it  is  all  run  in  flecks,  and  peels 
off  with  the  least  touch.  In  addition  to  this,  a  considerable  part 
of  one  of  them  is  entirely  rotten.  The  want  of  tliesc  hammock- 
cloths  will  be  severely  felt,  and  there  is  none  on  board  to  cover 
the  men's  bedding.  A  survey  shall  be  ordered  upon  them, 
and  a  report  thereof  sent  to  the  Admiralty  for  their  Lord- 
ships' consideration.     I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

P.S. — In  future,  let  the  monthly  return  of  the  stores  under 
your  charge  be  transmitted  to  me.  Your  letter  of  the  14th 
July,  acquainting  me  that  the  Jalouse  had  sprung  her  main- 
mast, has  been  received. 


TO  CAPTAIN  SCHOMBERG*  H.M.  SHIP  MADRAS. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Victory,  at  SeR,  28tli  July»  18(U. 

Sir, 
I  have  received  your  letters  of  the  29th  June,  and  6th 
instant,  acquainting  uie  that  the  Bittern  had  landed  Mr. 
Longford  and  suite  at  Tripoli,  on  the  26th  June;  transmitting 
me  a  list  of  Convoy  under  the  protection  of  the  Agincourt 
and  Thisbe ;  and  that  it  was  your  intention,  if  the  Agincourt 
had  not  arrived,  to  have  sent  the  Niger  to  Gibraltar  i^ith  the 
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CoDvoy,  on  account  of  their  perishable  cftif  oes ;  alao,  that  it 
is  the  opioioD  of  Sir  Alexaoder  Ball,  and  the  Officers  of  the 
Yard  at  Malta,  that  the  Hirondelle  will  answer  better  in  her 
present  state,  than  as  a  Schooner.  In  answer  to  which,  I  am 
perfectly  satisfied  with  the  orders  you  gave  Captain  Corbet, 
and  BDH  very  glad  that  Hr,  I<ongfon]  and  suite  are  at  last  safe 
arrived  at  Tripoli.  The  list  of  Convoy  which  accompanied 
yonr  last'Dientioned  letter  has  been  received;  and  your  inten- 
tions of  sending  the  Niger  to  Gibraltar  with  the  Convoy, 
under  the  circumstances  stated  in  your  said  letter,  would 
have  met  my  approbation,  although  it  would  very  much 
[have]  interfered  with  my  arrangement,  as,  in  the  event  of 
the  Agincourt  not  arriving,  I  had  intended  the  Maidstone  to 
have  taken  the  Convoy  from  Malta  to  England.  I  am  per- 
fectly satisfied  with  the  Hirondclle's  remaining  in  her  present 
state,  and  hope  she  may  soon  be  actively  employed  for  the 
service  of  Malta.  I  must  desire  you  will  direct  the  Masters 
of  any  of  the  Transports  coming  to  the  Fleet  with  stores  or 
provisions,  to  receive  such  articles  as  the  Naval  Storekeeper 
or  Agent- Victualler  may  have  to  send  to  the  Squadron.  Mr. 
Taylor  mentions  his  having  applied  to  one  of  the  Transports 
to  receive  twelve  barrels  of  lime,  which  he  declined  doing, 
notwithstanding  he  had  previously  spoken  to  Captain  Lamb. 
I  am,  &C.  Nblsoh  and  Bronte. 


TO  CAPTAIN  SCHOMBERG,  H.  M.  SHIP  MADRAS- 
[Letter  Book.] 

Vicwn,  M  9m,  a^iUi  July,  lHi.t4. 

Sir, 
As  it  ifl  my  intentioQ  to  appoint  the  Maidstone  to  convuy 
the  Trade  bound  fiom  Malta  to  England,  about  the  middle 
or  latter  end  of  September  next,  I  must  request  you  will  inform 
nie  aB  early  as  possible  if  the  Trade  (which,  I  suppose,  cannot 
be  many)  will  be  ready  by  that  time,  or  whether  a  fortnight 
later  will  answer  better,  in  order  that  the  Maidstone  may  be 
at  Malta  by  the  period  you  may  judge  proper  to  fix  for  their 
sailing;  and  you  will,  in  the  interim,  use  every  possible  exer- 
tion to  collect  the  Merchant- Vessels  firom  Fiume,  and  other 
Forts  in  the  Adriatic  and  Archipelago,  and  have  them  in 
readiness  to  proceed  at  the  Ume  appointed. 
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The  Agent- Victualler  having  applied  tome  for  a  Transport, 
or  Transports,  to  carry  five  hundred  pipes  of  wine  from 
Marsala  to  England,  I  request  you  will  be  pleased  to  order 
such  Vessels  as  the  Agent  of  Transports  may  be  sending 
home  to  proceed  to  the  above  place  for  the  said  wine, 
)ind  join  the  Convoy  before  mentioned.  And  I  must  also 
desire  that  you  will  in  future,  (in  case  there  should  not  be 
sufficient  time  to  obtain  my  order  for  that  purpose,)  cause  the 
Naval  Storekeeper  to  furnish  you  with  the  particular 
he  may  want  to  purchase :  and  after  your  being  fully 
with  the  indispensable  necessity  of  such  purchase,  you  will 
direct  it  to  be  made,  enumerating  every  article  most  strictly 
on  the  said  order — a  copy  of  which,  together  with  the  Steves 
so  ordered  for  purchase,  you  will  transmit  to  me  for  my  in- 
formation, as  I  am  by  no  means  satisfied  with  the  loose  maoner 
these  purchases  are  made  by  the  Storekeeper.  I  trust  the 
stores  that  are  arrived  in  this  Country  from  England  will 
preclude  the  necessity  of  any  purchase  whatever  for  a  con- 
siderable  time.  The  stores  oidered  from  Iiume,  by  the  Naval 
Officer,  appears  to  me  a  very  extraordinary  measure.  I  am, 
&c..  Nelson  and  Bronte. 

TO  CAPTAIN  PHILIP  LAMB,  AGENT  FOR  TRANSPORTS,  MALTA. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Victory,  at  Set,  *^8th  July,  1801. 

Sir, 
I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  7th  instant,  acquainting 
me  that  you  had  ordered  the  EUice  to  England,  under  convoy 
of  the  Agincourt,  and  transmitting  a  state  of  the  Prisoners  of 
War  and  Transports  on  this  station.  In  answer  to  which,  I 
approve  of  your  having  sent  the  EUice  to  England,  as  mentioned 
in  your  said  letter.  As  the  Naval  Storekeeper,  and  other  Officers 
of  the  Yard,  have  frequently  occasion  to  send  things  to  the 
Fleet,  you  will  be  good  enough  to  direct  the  Master  of  any  of 
the  Transports  leaving  Malta  for  the  Squadron,  to  receive  such 
articles  as  either  of  those  Officers  may  have  to  send,  if  it  can 
be  stowed ;  and  not  to  object,  as  was  lately  the  case,  on  the 
Naval  Storekeeper's  applying  for  twelve  barrels  of  lime 
received  for  conveyance  to  the  Fleet.     I  am,  Sou, 

Nelson  and  Bbontb. 
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TO  WILLIAM  MAR8DEN.  EBQ.j  ADMIRAL'n'. 
[Original,  in  the  Adminltr.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  tJOtli  Jolv,  1804. 

Sir, 
Yoa  will  please  to  acquaint  the  Lords  Commissionen  of 
the  Admiralty,  that  his  Majesty's  Ship  Ambuscade  joined  the 
Squadron  this  morning^  and  that  I  have  taken  Captain 
Durban  and  the  said  Ship  under  my  command,  agreeably  to 
their  Lordships'  order  of  the  16th  May.  The  Ambusoide 
has  brou^t  six  Victuallers  and  two  Store-ships  under  her 
Convoy  to  the  Fleet,  and  as  it  has  blown  a  gale  of  wind  for 
these  two  days  past,  and  still  continues,  with  eveiy  appearance 
of  its  doing  so,  I  shall  proceed  immediately  with  the  Squadron 
to  the  Gulf  of  Palma,  in  order  to  complete  the  provisions  and 
water  of  the  different  Ships,  and  furnish  them  with  such  a 
proportion  of  stores  as  the  quantity  sent  out  will  admit  of.  I 
am,  &C.  Nblsom  and  Bbomte. 

TO  MAJOR-GENERAL  VILLETTES. 
[From  Clarke  and  M'ArtUar,  toI.  ti.  p.  370.] 

[About  July,  1804.] 

I  am  of  no  party :  I  hope  and  believe  that  any  Administra- 
tion would  ever  act  to  the  best  of  their  judgment,  for  the 
power  and  advantage  of  their  Country.  I  am  not  one  of  those 
who  think,  that  the  safety  of  the  State  depends  on  any  ofne^  or 
upon  one  hundred  men ;  let  them  go  off  the  stage,  and  others 
would  ably  supply  their  places,    I  am,  &c., 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

TO  MR.  R«  WILBRAHAM. 

[From  Clarko  and  M*Arthur,  ?ol.  ii.  p.  370.] 

[About  July,  1804.] 

The  coalidon  of  parties  the  most  opposite  in  principles 
ought  not  to  surprise  us.  Windham  and  Fox  may  again  meet 
at  Holkham,  and  Pitt  join  the  party — such  things  are.  Poli- 
ticians are  not  like  other  men ;  and  probably  all  other  men 
would  be  politicians,  if  they  had  the  sense.    I  am^  &c.. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 
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TO  JAMES  DUFF,  ESQ.,  CONSUL  AT  CADIZ. 

[From  Clark«  and  M'Arthnr,  vol.  ii.  p.  370.] 

[About  JuIt,  1804.] 

I  live  in  hopes  yet  to  see  Buonaparte  humbled,  and  Spain 
resuming  her  natural  rank  amongst  the  Nations,  which  that 
clever  scoundrel  prevents:  he  wants  to  have  her  revolutionized, 
or  that  he  should  have  more  money  for  preserving  the  name 
of  the  Spanish  Monarchy.  I  sincerely  hope  England  and 
Spain  will  long  remain  at  peace.     I  am,  &&, 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

to  the  captain  or  commander  of  any  of  his  maje8ty''s 

SHIPS  OR  VESSELS  PROCEEDING  FROM  GIBRALTAR  TO  ENG- 
LAND. 

[Order-Book.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  31st^  JuIt,  1804. 

Whereas  Mr.  M^Donough,  his  Majesty's  late  Consul  at 
Tripoli,  intends  proceeding  to  England  by  the  first  opportu- 
nity from  Gibraltar,  You  are  hereby  required  and  directed  to 
receive  the  said  Mr.  M'Donough,  his  servant,  and  baggage, 
on  board  his  Majesty's  Ship  under  your  command,  and  give 
them  a  passage  to  England,  with  such  accommodation  as  his 
situation  entitles  him  to,  bearing  them  on  a  supernumerary  list 
for  victuals,  at  whole  allowance  of  all  species,  during  their 
continuance  on  board. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  THE  RIGHT  HONOURABLE  THE  LORD  MAYOR. 

[From  '*  The  Anuunl  Register,"  vol.  xlvi.  p.  415.    "  Tuesday,  3l8t  Jidy.   P.M.  At 

7  '40,  nliorteued  Bail  and  came  to  in  Pabna  Bay.     Squadron  anchored  here 

Changed  the  Right  Honourable  Lord  Viscount  Nelnon's  Flag,  Blue  at  the  Fore  to 
White."'  "Wednesday,  1st  August,  a.m.  Rear- Admiral  Sir  Richard  Bickerton 
changed  from  White  at  the  Mizen,  to  Bed ;  and  Rear-Adhiiral  Campbell  from  Blue 
at  the  Mizcn,  to  White."] 

Victory,  August  Ist,  1804. 

My  Lord, 
This  day,  I  am  honoured  with  your  Lordship's  letter  of 
April  9th,  transmitting  me  the  Resolutions  of  the  Corporation 

*  SiCf  but  more  probably  the  fir9t  of  July,  as  it  follows  the  order  to  Captain 
Pettet,  of  that  date,  in  p.  00,  antd. 
y  Vide  vol.  V.  p.  bVh 
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of  London,  thanking  me  as  commanding  the  Fleet  blockading 
Toulon.  I  do  assure  yonr  Lorddiip  that  there  is  not  a 
man  breathing  who  sets  a  higher  value  opon  the  thanks  of 
his  Fellow-Citizens  of  London  than  myself;  bat  I  should 
feel  as  much  ashamed  to  receiye  them  for  a  particular  service 
marked  in  the  Resolution,  if  I  felt  that  I  did  not  come  within 
that  line  of  service,  as  I  should  feel  hurt  at  having  a  great 
Victory  passed  over  without  notice.  I  beg  to  inform  your 
Lordship  that  the  Port  of  Toulon  has  never  been  blockaded 
by  me  :  quite  the  reverse — every  opportunity  has  been  offered 
the  Enemy  to  put  to  sea,  for  it  is  there  that  we  hope  to 
realize  the  hopes  and  expectations  of  our  Country,  and  I  trust 
that  they  will  not  be  disappointed. 

Your  Lordship  will  judge  of  my  feelings  upon  seeing  that 
all  the  Junior  Flag-Officers  of  other  Fleets,  and  even  some  of 
the  Captains,  have  received  the  thanks  of  the  Corporation  of 
London,  whilst  the  Junior  Flag-Officers  of  the  Mediterranean 
Fleet  are  entirely  omitted.  I  own  it  has  struck  me  veiy 
forcibly ;  for,  where  the  information  of  the  Junior  Flag-Officers 
and  Captains  of  other  Fleets  was  obtained,  the  same  informa- 
tion could  have  been  given  of  the  Flag-Officers  of  this  Fleet 
and  the  Captains ;  and,  it  is  my  duty  to  state,  that  more  able 
and  zealous  Flag-Officers  and  Captains  do  not  grace  the 
British  Navy,  than  those  I  have  the  honour  and  happiness  to 
command. 

It  likewise  appears,  my  Lord,  a  most  extraordinary  cir- 
cumstance, that  Sir  Richard  Bickerton  should  have  been,  as 
Second  in  Command  in  the  Mediterranean  Fleets,  twice 
passed  over  by  the  Corporation  of  London :  once  after  the 
Egyptian  Expedition,  when  the  First  and  Third  in  Command 
were  thanked,  and  now  again !  Conscious  of  high  desert, 
instead  of  neglect,  the  Rear- Admiral  resolved  to  let  the 
matter  rest  until  he  could  have  an  opportunity  personally  to 
call  upon  the  Lord  Mayor,  to  account  for  such  an  extra- 
ordinary omission ;  but  from  this  second  omission,  I  owe  it  to 
that  excellent  Officer  not  to  pass  it  by.  I  do  assure  your 
Lordship,  that  the  constant,  zealous,  and  cordial  support 
I  have  had  in  my  Command,  from  both  Rear- Admiral  Sir 
Richard  Bickerton  and  Rear-Admiral  Campbell,  has  been 
such  as  calls  forth  all  my  thanks  and  admiration.  We  have 
shared  together  the  constant  attention  of  being  fourteen  months 
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at  sea,  and  are  ready  to  share  the  dangen  and  glory  of  a  day 
of  Battle ;  therefore,  it  is  imposdible  that  I  can  ever  allow 
myself  to  be  separated  in  Thanks  irom  such  supporters.  I 
have  the  honour  to  remain,  with  the  very  highest  Fespect, 
your  Lordship's  most  faithful  and  obedient  servant, 

Nelson  and  Bronte.* 


TO  THE  MASTERS  OF  HIS  MAJESTY'S  SHIPS  VICTORY,  AMAZON. 

AND  PHCEBE.* 

[Onler-Book.] 

Victory,  Gulf  of  Palma,  Stfdinia,  2iid  Aagnst,  1804. 

Captain  Bayntun,  of  his  Majesty's  Ship  Leviathan,  having 
represented  to  me  by  letter  of  this  date,  that  in  receiving 
bread  from  the  Amity  Transport,  a  bag  of  it,  said  to  contain 
1121bs,  by  accident  fell  overboard  into  the  sea,  and  that  in 
consequence  of  the  great  swell  and  the  Boats  pitching  con- 
siderably, the  said  bag  of  bread  was  completely  wet,  and 
thereby  rendered  unfit  to  issue,  and  requested  a  snrvey 
thereon ;  You  arc  hereby  required  and  directed  to  repair  on 
board  his  Majesty's  Ship  Leviathan,  and  strictly  and  carefully 
survey  the  bag  of  bread  complained  of  as  above,  taking  care 
to  see  every  particle  of  it  particularly  picked,  and  the  dost 
wiped  off,  in  order  that  as  much  as  possible  of  it  may  be 
saved  for  further  use,  reporting  to  me,  from  under  your  hands, 
a  very  correct  and  distinct  account  of  your  proceedings  herein, 
stating  the  quantity  that  may  be  fit  for  issuing,  which  you  will 
leave  in  charge  of  the  Purser  for  that  purpose,  and  sJso,  the 
unserviceable  bread  to  be  dried,  and  returned  into  his  Ma^ 
jesty's  Store ;  and  you  are  further  hereby  directed  strictly  to 
inquire  whether  blame  is  to  be  attached  to  any  individual  for 
the  said  loss,  in  order  that  it  may  be  charged  against  his 
growing  wages. 

Nelson  and  Bbontb. 

*  "  As  soon  as  this  letter  was  made  public,  Mr.  Dixon,  Common  Councilmtn,  Kent 
to  all  the  newRpapen  au  explanation,  which  stated  that  the  *  Vote  of  Thanks*  to 
Admirals  ComwaUis  and  Thoniborough,  proposed  by  himself,  was  amended  by 
Alderman  Curtis,  with  a  Vote  of  Thanks  to  Lord  Nelson.  The  worthy  Alderman, 
it  seems,  whose  good  motives  cannot  4ie  doubted,  did  not  happen  to  recollect  the 
names  of  the  Offleers  next  in  command.**— iffrntrol  Begitier^  toL  x\xi,  p.  41A. 

'  This,  and  some  timilar  Ordtn  art  iniirted  beeanit  they  show  the  atteatioii 
which  Lord  Nelson  paid  to  tht  miaateat  detaUi  of  his  Coounind,  and  hit  enroM 
care  of  the  PabUo  ttom. 
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TO  CAPTAIN  ROSENHAGEN,  ILM.  8EXK)P  LA  SOPHIE. 

[Lrttcr-Book.] 

TiclOTT.  Golf  of  Palxuu  -itrii  At^<.  l'*<:4. 

Sir, 
I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  7th  July,  with  a  Joomal 
of  La  Sophie's  proceedings  from  15th  April  to  31st  May  last : 
also,  a  list  of  a  Vessel  detained,  and  since  condemned  in  the 
Vice-Admiralty  Coort,  at  Gibraltar.  Your  letter  of  the  8th 
ultimo  has  also  been  received,  together  with  a  Log  of  your 
proceedings  ranee  your  leaving  the  Fleet.  In  answer  to 
wluch,  I  am  very  much  pleased  with  your  success  in  the  de- 
tendon  of  the  Vessel  idxyve  alluded  to,  and  hope  the  sentence 
of  condemnation  may  be  confirmed  in  England.  Tour  in- 
defrtigable  exertions  for  the  protection  of  our  Commerce,  and 
destruction  of  the  Enemy's  Privateers  has  my  entire  appro- 
bation; and  I  trust  on  your  return  from  Malta,  that  your 
endeavours  for  the  destruction  of  those  Pirates  may  be  more 

successful    I  am,  &c.. 

Nelson  avd  Bbomtb. 


TO  COMMISSIONER  OTWAY.  GIBRALTAR. 

[Lettet'Book.] 

Victorr,  Golf  of  Ptlma,  *2imI  Aogn^t.  1^4. 

Sir, 
Lieutenant  Lloyd  commanding  the  Guerrier  Prison-Ship 
having  for  the  greater  protection  of  our  Trade,  and  destruction 
of  the  Enemy's  Privateers,  requested  that  I  would  place  a 
Gun-Boat  under  his  immediate  command, — as  his  request 
appears  to  have  the  good  of  his  Majesty's  Service  for  its 
object,  I  have  no  objections  to  a  Gun-Boat  being  placed 
under  his  orders,  provided  they  are  under  your  directions, 
and  no  reason  remains  with  you  to  the  contrary.  Enclosed  is 
an  extract  of  my  letter  on  this  subject  to  Lieutenant  Lloyd,  for 
yoor  further  ii^onnatioiu    I  am,  &c.. 

Nelson  avd  Bioktb. 
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TO  CAPTAIN  GORE.  H.M.  SHIP  MEDUSA. 

[Letter-Book.] 

VietoiT,  Gnlfof  Palma,  August  2nd,  180i 

Sir, 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  11th  July,  with  the 

Report  of  Survey,  and  two  letters,  therein  mentioned.    In 

answer  thereto,  I  am  very  sorry  for  the  hurt  Mr.  Noot  has 

received ;  and  perfectly  satisfied  with  your  having  taken  Mr. 

Bridges,  the  Boatswain  intended  for  the  Phoebe ;  and  herewith 

transmit  you  a  Warrant  appointing  him  to  the  Medusa.    With 

respect  to  Mr.  Ford,  the  Gunner,  whom  you  represent  as  a 

worthless  man,  and  incapable  of  doing  his  duty,  I  have  only 

to  observe  that  if  you  can  invalid  him,  I  will  appoint  either 

the  Gunner  of  Halcyon  or  Sophie,  if  you  particularly  desire 

it,— otherwise  send  you  a  Gunner  from  the  Squadron  the 

moment  you  apply  to  me  for  that  purpose :  and  I  should 

suppose  so  worthless  a  character  would  be  glad  of  getting 

away  with  his  Warrant,  sooner  than  risk  a  Court-Martial.    I 

am,  &C., 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  CAPTAIN  HENRY  W.  PEAR8E,  H.M.  SLOOP  HALCYON. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Victory,  Gulf  of  Palma,  2ud  August,  18(U. 

Sir, 

I  have  received  your  letters  of  the  dates  and  purport  under- 
mentioned, viz. : — 

Of  the  24th  of  May,  acquainting  me  with  your  having,  on 
the  16  th  of  that  month,  proceeded  to  Faro,  with  the  Mails  for 
Gibraltar,  and  that  on  your  return,  on  the  24th,  near  Tarifa, 
you  fell  in  with  three  Settees,  under  Spanish  colours,  whose 
conduct  and  manoeuvres  soon  proved  to  you  they  were 
French  Privateers ;  that  after  firing  upon  them  they  pulled 
towards  the  shore  ;  and  that  two  of  them,  in  attempting  their 
escape,  wxre  drove  on  the  reefs,  one  of  which  was  entirely 
lost,  and  the  other  got  off  by  the  Spaniards,  and  transmitting  a 
Log  of  your  proceedings  on  the  occasion,  for  my  information. 

And  of  the  9th  of  July — transmitting  a  Log  of  the  Halcyon*s 
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proceedings^  from  1st  March  to  30th  June^  enclosing  two  lists 
of  Vessels  detained  by  the  said  Sloop.  In  answer  to  which,  I 
am  very  much  pleased  with  your  conduct  against  the  Eneray^s 
Privateers,  or  rather  Pirates,  before-mentioned,  as  well  as 
with  your  detention  of  the  two  Vessels,  and  hope  they  may 
answer  your  expectations.  Your  future  exertions  for  the  pro- 
tection of  our  Trade,  and  destruction  of  the  Enemy's  Privateers, 
within  the  limits  of  your  Station,  will,  I  trust,  be  unremitting, 
and  attended  with  success.     I  am,  &c.. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  COMMISSIONER  OTWAY,  GIBRALTAR. 

[Letter-Book.] 
,  Victorr,  Golf  of  Palma,  >2iid  August,  1h04. 

Sir, 
I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  20th  June  last,  together 
v^ith  a  copy  of  yoiur  letter  to  Captain  Ryvcs,  and  his  answer 
hereto,  on  the  subject  of  the  impossibility  of  refitting  the 
Gibraltar,  agreeable  to  their  Lordships'  direction,  in  con- 
secjuence  of  which,  you  had  recommended  Captain  Ry\'es's 
proceeding  immediately  to  England.  In  answer  to  which,  I 
am  Very  much  pleased  with  your  having  sent  her  to  England, 
^®  I  never  approved  of  the  partial  and  inefficient  refit  intended 
"y  the  late  Admiralty  order  to  you.     I  am,  &c., 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

'^^  J-lEUTEXANT  ROBERT  LLOYD,  COMMANDING  HIS  MAJESTY'S 

PRISON-SHIP  GUERRIER. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Victory,  Gulf  of  Palma,  2nd  August,  1801. 

Sir, 
1  have  received  your  letter  of  the  10th  July,  acquainting 
^^>  that  on  the  28th  May  last,  you  assisted  with  the  Guerrier's 
^at  at  the  capture  of  a  Polacca  Ship,  part  of  whose  cargo 
has  since  been  condemned  as  French  property,  in  the  Vice- 
Admiralty  Court  of  Gibraltar,  and  that  you  considered  your 
joint  assistance  in  the  said  capture  as  entitling  you  to  share 
for  the  Prize.      In  answer  to  which,  notwithstanding  the 

VOL.  VI.  K 
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Privateer's  Boat,  mentioned  in  your  8ud  letter,  boarded  the 
Polacca  Ship  first,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  presence  of 
the  Guerrier's  Boat  intimidated,  and  most  probably  induced, 
the  people  on  board  that  Vessel,  to  give  her  up  without  resist- 
ance ;  and  therefore,  if  the  Judge  has  not  decided  against 
you,  I  should  most  certainly  have  considered  you  entided 
to  share,  from  the  circumstances  stated  in  your  said  letter;  but 
judgment  having  passed,  I  must  give  full  credit  to  the  sentence, 
satisfied  that  the  purity  of  our  laws  embrace,  and  maturely 
weigh,  all  circumstances  before  sentence  is  given.  In  further 
answer  to  your  letter  on  the  subject  of  placing  a  Gun-Boat 
imder  your  order,  for  the  greater  benefit  of  his  Majesty's 
Service,  I  have  no  objections  to  this  measure,  provided  Com- 
missioner Otway  (under  whose  charge  I  presume  they  are, 
and  to  whom  I  have  written  on  the  subject)  sees  no  im- 
propriety therein ;  and  therefore,  should  the  Commissioner 
deem  it  proper  to  do  so,  you  are  to  receive  his  instructions 
on  all  services  when  it  may  be  necessary  to  employ  the  Gon- 

Boat  alluded  to.     I  am,  &c.. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  COMMISSIOXER  OTWAY,  GIBRALTAR. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Victory y  Gulf  of  Palma,  SJnd  Augnst,  180i 

Sir, 

I  have  received  your  several  letters  of  the  dates  and  puiv 

port  under  mentioned — viz.,  [here  follow  the  dates  and  purport 

of  the  numerous  letters  alluded  to.]    In  answer  to  your  several 

above-mentioned  letters,   I  am  perfectly  satisfied  with  your 

inquiry  into  Mr. 's  neglect  of  duty,  in  refitting  the  Phoebe; 

but  by  no  means  with  his  conduct,  either  on  that  occasion,  or 
in  the  valuation  of  the  Ambuscade.  So  fine  a  Frigate,  and  so 
lately  repaired  as  she  was,  to  be  only  in  value  equal  to  the 
Halcyon,  is  extraordinary  indeed,  and  leaves  upon  my  mind 
no  very  favourable  opinion  of  Mr.  C 's  judgment,  particu- 
larly as  the  masts  of  the  said  Frigate  were  considered  by  the 
Officers  at  Portsmouth  Yard  more  than  one-third  under  their 
real  value.  I  am  very  much  obliged  by  the  enclosures  which 
accompanied  your  several  letters.     The  abstracts  made  of  the 
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MoBterBy  as  mentioned  in  yours  of  the  10th  ultimo,  do  not 
take  any  notice  of  Mr.  Boss,  Boatswain  of  the  Halcyon,  being 
absent  without  leave.  Ahhough  it  appears,  by  Captain 
Peane's  letter,  that  he  left  that  Sloop  on  the  23rd  day  of 
Febroary  last,  the  said  Mr.  Boss  does  not  either  appear 
diequed  on  the  abstract  for  March  last.  The  Prevoyante's 
biU  of  lading  was  very  properly  sent,  as  it  will  enable  me  to 
know  what  dependence  can  be  had  on  your  stores.     I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  SIR  ALEXANDER  JOHN  BALL,  BART.,  MALTA. 

[From  Clarke  and  M'Aitliur,  vol.  ii.  p.  378.] 

3rd  August,  1804. 

I  have  received,  my  dear  Ball,  your  sketch  of  the  views  of 
the  French  in  the  Mediterranean,  on  the  whole  outline  of 
which  I  perfectly  agree  with  you,  and  on  the  smaller  part 
there  are  only  shades  of  difference.  My  opinion  of  the  views 
of  Russia  has  long  been  formed,  and  to  this  moment  I  see 
everything  she  does  works  to  the  same  end — the  possession 
of  all  European  Turkey.  I  have  delivered  my  opinion  when 
in  England,  how  this  plan  of  Russia  might  be  turned  to  much 
advantage  for  us,  and  how  it  would  operate  against  France.  I 
know  the  importance  of  Maha ;  but,  my  friend,  I  fancy,  I  also 
know  how  far  its  importance  extends :  on  this  point  we  may 
differ,  but  we  both  agree  that  it  never  must  be  even  risked 

fiilling  into  the  hands  of  France Look  at  the  position  of 

Sardinia;  I  have  touched,  I  recollect,  before  upon  that  subject, 
and  you  should  be  Viceroy.  I  have  warned  the  folks  at  home, 
but  I  fear  in  vaifi.  Algiers  will  be  French  in  one  year  after  a 
Peace :  you  see  it,  and  a  man  may  run  and  read ;  that  is  the 
plan  of  Buonaparte.  Bespecting  Egypt,  I  agree  with  you 
most  perfectly.  And  now,  my  dear  Ball,  I  will  not  plague 
you  with  my  nonsensical  ideas  any  more ;  and  have  only  to 
hope  Monsieur  La  Touche,  who  says,  in  his  letter  to  Paris,^ 

•  Of  this  Letter,  which  naturally  gave  great  oflence  to  Lord  Nelsou,  and  to  which 
b€  Tery  frequently  alluded,  the  following  is  a  copy : — 

"  Abord  du  Bucentaurc,  en  rade  de  Toulon, 
**  General,  le  20  Prairiul  an  12. 

**  J'ai  Thonnenr  de  tous  reudre  compte  de  la  Rortie  de  toute  Tescadre  k  men 
yrdres.     Sar  Vtsis  que  j'avais  rey u  que  plusieurs  corsaires  Anglais  infestaient  la 

k2 
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that  I  ran  away  from  him  on  June   14th9  will  give  me  an 

opportunity  of  settling  my  account  before  I  go  home,  which 

cannot  be  much  longer  deferred,  or  I   shall   never  go.    I 

am,  &c.. 

Nelson  and  Bbonte. 


TO  LA.AIBTOX  F^TE,  ESQi»  MALTA. 

[Autograph,  in  the  possessiou  of  Dr.  Lambton  Este.  Dr.  Este  states  thit, 
''  ^^llcn  proceeding  up  the  Meditcrrauean,  in  July  lUiyi,  1  found  at  the  Post  Office 
at  Gibraltar,  several  letters  for  persons  in  high  situations,  detained  on  account  of 
souie  trifling  postage,  which  I  cauHed  to  be  properly  fom^arded.  I  did  the  same  it 
Port  Mahon  and  at  Malta.  At  Malta  there  were  several  for  Lord  Nelson,  then  off 
Toulon.  One  letter,  especiHlly,  excited  my  attention ;  it  was  from  La  Touche  Tre- 
Tille,  the  Freucli  Admiral  then  opi>osed  to  his  Lordship,  which  1  forwarded  to  Lori 
Nelson,  with  some  remarks  on  the  I'ost  Offices,  and  I  afterwards  received  the  fol- 
lowing answer:] 

Victory,  August  Uid,  ISOi 

Dear  Sir, 
I  feel  very  much  obliged  by  your  letter  of  July  7th,  and 
for  Monsieur  La  Touche's  letter,'  who,  I  suppose,  not  knowng 
tchere  to  Jind  me,  he  directed  to  Malta.     I  most  perfectly 
agree  with  you  on  the  great  irregularity  of  our  Post  Offices 
in  this  Country',  but  the  mending  them  does  not  only  not 
rest  with  me,  but,  probably,  if  I  was  to  meddle  or  recom- 
mend,  it   might   make  bad  worse,     I   hope   you   left  your 
worthy  father  well :  do  little  wonder  that  you  are  not  at  your 
post  in  Egypt     I  had  a  line  from  Mr.  Lock*  from  Naples: 
reports  say  that  he  is  going  first  to  Constantinople.     With 
every  good  wish,  I  am,  dear  Sir,  your  much  obliged  servant, 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

cote  et  les  iles  d'Hiercs,  je  dounai  Tordre,  il  y  a  trois  jonra,  aux  fregrates  rincor- 
ruptihlc  ct  la  SjTcne,  et  le  brick  le  Furet,  de  se  rendre  dans  la  haie  d'Hitres.  Le 
vent  d'est  les  ayant  coutrari(le»,  elles  mouill^rent  sous  le  ch&teau  de  Porqneitdes. 
Ilier  matin,  les  enm*mis  on  eureut  conuuissaiice.  Vers  midi,  ils  detachorcnt  denx 
frogates  ct  un  vaisseau,  qui  entrorcnt  par  la  grandc  passe,  dans  Tintention  de  eoaprr 
la  retniite  a  nos  frc^ates.  Du  moment  oil  je  m*aper9us  de  sa  manceuvre,  je  Is 
signal  d'appureiller  a  toute  I'cscadre;  ce  qui  fut  execute.  En  14  minutes,  toat 
i'tait  sous  voiles,  et  je  (is  porter  sur  rennemi  pour  lui  couper  le  chemin  de  la  petite 
passe,  et  dans  le  dch!?eiu  de  I'y  snivre.  s'il  avait  tente  d*y  passer;  mois  I'Amind 
Anglais  ne  tarda  pas  k  rononcer  a  son  projet,  rappcla  son  vaisseau  ct  ses  deos 
fregates  engages  dans  les  iles  el  prit  chasse.  Je  I'ai  poursuin  jusqu'a  la  nuit;  il 
conrait  an  Mud-est.  \.e  matin,  an  jour,  je  n'en  ai  eu  aupune  coiinoissance.  Je 
vous  salue  avec  respect,  La  Touche  Tkeville." 

»  Vide  vol.  V.  p.  459.  »  Vide  vol.  iii.  p.  420.  and  iv.  pp.  137,  U^. 
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TO  COUNT  MOCENIGO,  AT  CORFU. 

[From  Clarke  and  M*Artbur,  vol.  ii.  p.  381.] 

[About  4th  August,  18(U.] 

In  Sea  affairs^  nothing  is  impossible^  and  nothing  impro- 
bable.    I  am,  &c., 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

TO  JOHN  PALMER,  ESQ. 
[Autograph,  m  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Palmer.] 
My  dear  Sir,  Victory,  August  4th,  1804. 

I  am  favoured  with  your  kind  letter  of  May  17th,  and  if  it 
had  been  in  my  power,  I  should  have  readily  kept  your  good 
son'  in  the  Mediterranean ;  but  we  have  no  Sloops  here.  I 
congratulate  you  upon  the  Earl's  promoting  him  before  he 
quitted.  I  wish  he  had  thought  of  my  nephew.  I  hope  the 
Ministry  will  get  us  an  honourable  Peace :  we  want  one  for 
many  reasons ;  and  for  none  more  than  for  an  opportunity  of 
getting  our  Navy  in  order  again.  When  you  see  Lord  Lans- 
downe,  I  beg  my  kindest  respects  to  him,  and  believe  me  ever, 
my  dear  Sir,  your  most  obliged  servant, 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  ADMIRAL  SIR  ROBERT  KINGSMILL,  BART. 

[Autograph,  in  the  possesHiuu  of  Sir  John  Kingsmill.] 

My  dear  Kingsmill,  victorj-,  August  4th,  1804. 

It  gave  me  a  twitch  of  pleasure  to  see  your  handwriting 
again ;  and  believe  me,  my  dear  friend,  that  there  is  nothing 
that  you  can  desire  me  to  do,  that  I  should  not  fly  to  do  with 
the  greatest  pleasure.  Can  I  forget  all  your  former  kindness 
to  me  ?  No,  Horatio  Nelson  is  (all  that  is  left  of  him)  the 
same  as  you  formerly  knew  him ;  nor  do  I  forget  all  Mary's 
goodness  to  me. 

Bastard'  is  a  very  fine  young  man,  and  I  will  remove  him 

*  Afterwards  Captain  Edmund  Palmer,  C.B.     Vide  vol.  ii.  p.  440. 
'  Lieutenant  John  Bastard,  second  son  of  Edmund  Bastard  of  Kitley,  in  De?on- 
•hire,  Esq. :  he  died  a  Post  Captain,  in  January  1835. 
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out  of  the  Bomb.  Independeut  of  your  friendship^  Mr.  Bastard/ 
Member  for  Devon,  is  a  character  that  we  must  all  respect  for 
his  high  worth  and  principles.  I  can  readily  believe  the  pleasure 
you  must  have  had,  in  meeting  some  of  my  friends  at  good 
Admiral  and  Mrs.  Lutwidge's.     I  am  sorry  to  tell  you  that 
my  health,  or  rather  constitution,  is  so  much  shook,  that  I 
doubt  the  |>ossibility  of  my  holding  out  another  winter,  with- 
out asses'  milk,  and  some  months'  quiet ;   then  I  may  get  on 
another  campaign  or  two ;  but,  my  dear  Kingsmill,  when  I 
run   over   the   under-mentioned   wounds — Eye   in   Corsica, 
Belly   oft*  Cape   St   Vincent,  Arm  at  Teneriffe,  Head  in 
Egypt — I  ought  to  be  thankful  that  I  am  what  I  am.     If  Mon- 
sieur La  Touche  will  give  me  the  meeting  before  I  go  home, 
it  will  probably  finish  my  Naval  career.     lie  is  ready,  and, 
by  their  handling  their  Ships,  apparently  well  manned ;  but  I 
command,  for  Captains  and  Crews,  such  a  Fleet,  as  I  never 
have  before  seen ;  and  it  is  impossible  that  any  Admiral  can 
be  happier  situated.     Batten  Ships  neither  rests  with  nie  nor 
them.     God  bless  you,  my  dear  Kingsmill,  and  believe  me 
ever  your  most  faithful  and  affectionate  friend, 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  SIR  EVAN  NEPEAN,  BART. 
[From  Clarke  and  M*Arthur,  vol.  ii.  p.  381.] 

Augost  4Ui,  1804. 

You  will,  I  am  sure,  see  with  regret,  that  my  shattered 

carcase  requires  rest.     The  leaving  this  Fleet,  where  every 

one  wishes  to  please  me,  and  where  I  am  as  happy  as  it  is 

possible  for  a  man  to  be  in  a  Command,  must  make  me  feel ; 

but  I  owe  to  my  King  and  Country,  and  to  myself,  not  to  let 

the  Service  suffer  upon  my  account     I  have  not  interest,  nor 

can  I  expect  to  be  permitted  to  return  in  the  Spring  to  this 

Command.     Yet  is  this  place,  perhaps,  more  fitted  for  me 

than  any  other — ^but  I  submit     All  my  wishes  now  rest  that 

I  may  meet  Monsieur  La  Touche  before   October  is  over. 

I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

*  Jolm  Pollexfen  Bastard,  Esq.,  uncle  of  Lieutenant  Bastard. 
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TO  SIR  ALEXANDER  JOHN  BALL,  BART. 
[Aatograph,  in  the  possMrion  of  Miss  CoDuisoil  ~ 

Victory,  Aagnst  5th,  1S04. 

My  dear  Ball, 
This  will  be  delivered  to  you  by  Mr.  Curtis,'  who  goes 
Acting-Captain  of  the  Jalouse,  during  Capt^n  Strachey^s 
going  on  shore  for  the  recovery  of  his  health.  Curtis  will  be 
confirmed,  therefore,  you  may  safely  call  him  Capt^n  Curtis. 
He  is  Sir  Roger's  only  son,  and  I  think  Sir  Roger  the  most 
likely  person  to  take  my  place ;  and  I  think  him  the  fittest  for 
it  He  is  an  able  OflScer  and  conciliating  man.  Captain 
Parker  of  the  Amazon  I  believe  you  know:  he  is  only  to 
l>e  known  to  be  loved,  both  as  an  Officer  and  a  Gentleman. 
£ver,  my  dear  Ball,  yours  most  faithfully. 

Nelson  and  Bbonte. 


TO  captain  WILLIAM  PARKER,  H-M.  SHIP  AMAZON. 

[Order-Book.] 
Victory,  Gulf  of  Palms,  SardlnlA,  5tfa  Aognsc.  I^OI. 

Memorandum. 
It  is  my  directions  that  you  receive  on  board  the  Amazon, 
the  crew  of  a  Vessel  detained  by  the  Donegal,  and  give  them 
a  pas^0ge  to  Malta,  that  they  may  share  the  fate  of  their 
Vessel.  You  will  also  receive  a  French  gentleman,  who  was 
found  a  passenger  in  the  said  Vessel;  and  on  your  arrival 
in  Valetta  Harbour,  you  will  carry  him  to  Sir  Alexander  Ball 
for  examination,  and  if  there  does  not  appear  anything  sus- 
picious or  improper  in  his  conduct,  he  may  be  allowed  to 
proceed  to  Corfu,  agreeable  to  his  intentions.  It  is  not  my 
wish  that  he,  or  the  people  above-mentioned,  should  be  treated 
as  Prisoners,  but  that  care  should  be  taken  of  them.  Yon 
will  also  receive  the  Officers  named  in  the  margin,  on  board 
the  Amazon,  together  with  such  other  persons  as  may  be 
going  to  Malta  from  the  different  Ships,  victualling  the  crew 
and  French  gentleman  found  on  bo^  the  detained  Vessel 

*  Now  Remr-Admind  SirLaciiis  Cnrtu,  Bart^  C.B.,  eldest  son  of  the  Ute  Admiral 
Sir  Roger  Curtis,  Bart.,  O.C^. 
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before  mentioned,  at  two-thirds,  and  the  others  at  full  allow- 
ance of  all  species  of  provisions,  during  their  passage  to 
Malta. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  CAPTAIN  RICHARD  IIUSSEY  MOUBRAY,  H.M.  SHIP  ACTIV 

[Onler-Book.] 
Victory,  Gulf  of  Palmo,  Sardinia,  6tb  August,  ISOJ^. 

You  are  hereby  required  and  directed  to  take  his  Majesty's 
Ships  named  in  the  margin,*  under  your  command,  and  pro- 
ceed immediately  with  them  to  Rendezvous  No.  102,  where 
you  will  find  the   Niger,  and  most  probably  the  Acheroo, 
and  two  Transports  with  water  for  the  Squadron.     You  will, 
as  early  after  as  possible,  reconnoitre  the  Enemy  at  Toulon, 
leaving  the  Niger  and  Bombs  with  the  Transports  on  the  said 
Rendezvous ;  and  you  will  deliver  my  letter,  herewith  tran»- 
mitted,  together  with  a  copy  of  this  order,  to  Captain  Hillyar, 
that  he  may  give  them  to  Captain  Hargood,  on  the  Belleisle'a 
joining  him,  in  case  she  should  not  have  done  so  previous  to 
your  getting  there.     You  will  also  desire  Captain  Hillyar  to 
acquaint  the   Captains  of  the   Belleisle  and  Kent,   or  any 
Vessel  that  may  be  in  search  of  me,  to  remain  on  Rendezvous 
No.  102,  as  I  shall  proceed  with  the  Squadron  to  that  place 
this  evening,  or  to-morrow  morning  early,  should  the  wind 
continue  from  the  Eastward;  but  if  from  the  Westward,  I 
shall  go  to  Pula,  in  order  to  complete  the  Squadron  with  water. 
You  will,  therefore,  in  the  event  of  the  Enemy  having  put 
to  sea  from  Toulon,  take  these  circumstances  into  account, 
and  dispatch  a  Vessel,  without  a  moment's  loss  of  time,  with 
directions  to  her  Commander  to  look  into  this  anchorage,  and 
at  Pula.     Not  finding  the  Squadron  at  either  of  thase  places, 
he  must  judge  from  the  wind  and  weather,  where  it  is  most 
likely  to  fall  in  with  it,  in  its  way  to  the  before-mentioned 
Rendezvous,  and  proceed  in  search  of  it  with  the  utmost  dis- 
patch. Nei^on  and  Bronte. 

■  riicebc,  Sealiorse. 
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TO  CAPTAIN  GORE,  H.M.  SHIP  MEDl'SA. 

[Lfe«*r-Book.3 

Victorr.  Gulf  of  Palma.  Aopiut  Cth.  1*^4. 

Sir, 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  12th  ult,  with  copies  of 

your  two  letters  to  bis  Excellency  the  Marquis  de  Solano, 

Governor  of  Cadiz,  and  to  Mr.  Frere,  his  Majesty's  Minister 

at  Madrid ;  also,  the  several  documents  which  accompanied 

them,  setting  forth  the  enormities  and  unlicensed  outrages  of 

the  French  Privateers,  together  with  the  papers  transmitted 

jrou  by  Sir  Thomas  Trigge  on  the  same  subject     In  answer 

Jiereto,  I  beg  to  say,  how  sensible  I  am  of  the  interest  you 

lave  taken  on  this  occasion,  for  the  good  and  protection  of 

;1ie  Trade  of  his  Majesty's  Subjects  against  the  unprincipled 

conduct  of  the  French  Pirates ;  and  hope  it  may  in  some  degree 

sheck  them  in  future,  though  I  much  fear  while  Spain  and 

Portugal  remain  in  their  present  state  of  quiet  and  fearful 

itubjection  to  the  tyrannical  yoke  of  France,  little  else  but 

similar  depredations  can   be  expected.       Your  persevering 

i^onduct,  however,  on  this,  and  on  every  other  occasion,  has 

[3iy  entire  approbation.     I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  CAPTAIN  GORE,  H.M.  SHIP  MEDUSA. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Victory,  Gulf  of  Palma,  0th  Angnst.  1^04. 

Sir, 
I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
Xst  ult,  with  copies  of  the  several  orders,  and  Log-Book,  &c-, 
therein  mentioned,  and  to  express  my  full  approbation  thereo£ 
I  am  glad  to  find  the  Halcyon  is  completely  repaired,  and 
particularly  so,  that  Captain  Pearse's  conduct  meets  your  ap- 
probation. The  inactivity  of  that  Sloop  reached  me  through 
different  channels  ;*  but  I  am  satbfied,  from  your  account  of 
the  state  of  the  Halcyon,  that  blame  is  not  imputable  to  her 
Commander,  and  I  request  you  will  tell  him  so.     I  am  very 

*  Vide  p.  10,  ante. 
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much  pleased  with  your  having  carried  Captain  Layman  to 
Lisbon^  and  that  he  and  Captain  Whitby  were  so  fortunate  as 
to  get  a  passage  to  England  in  the  Fisgard,  as  well  as  with 
your  exertions  to  procure  men  at  Lisbon  and  Oporto;  tod 
hope,  on  some  future  occasion,  you  will  be  more  fortunate. 
You  were  perfectly  right  in  taking  the  fifteen  supernumeraries 
from  the  Poulette,  as  her  Commander  will  be  able  to  pick  up 
some  men,  while  he  is  waiting  for  the  Convoy  from  Lisbon. 
The  station  you  occupied  with  the  Medusa,  La  Sophie,  and 
Halcyon,  for  the  protection  of  the  Ambuscade  and  Convoji 
was  a  very  proper  one,  and  such  as  would  not  fail  to  insure 
their  safety.  Your  intentions  to  destroy  the  Enemy^s  Privateen 
and  other  Vessels  in  the  Gut,  I  hope  may  be  attended  with 
success.  At  any  rate  much  credit  is  due  for  the  attempt;  and 
I  feel  much  pleasure  in  acknowledging  the  very  great  service 
your  unwearied  exertions  and  perseverance  have  rendered 
to  the  Trade  of  his  Majesty's  Subjects,  as  well  as  to  the  de- 
struction of  the  Pirates  who  infest  the  vicinity  of  Gibralts'* 

I  am,  &c.. 

Nelson  and  Bronte^ 


TO  THE  COMMISSIONERS  OF  THE  TRANSPORT  BOARD,  LOND 


[Oripnal,  in  the  Record  Office  of  the  Tower  of  London.    "  Tuesday,  7th  Au 
lb04.     At  4-30  A.M.,  weighed,  as  did  all  the  Squadron,  and  made  all  sail.    At 
P.M.,  anchored.     Wednesday,  Bth  August,  weighed  and  made  sail.     At  7-dO,  i 
chored  in  Pula  Roads,  in  the  Gulf  of  Cagliari,  with  the  Squadron.     At  I' 
saluted  his  Majesty's  Consul  at  Cagliari  with  nine  guns,  on  his  coming  on  boas- 
and  again,  at  7*15,  on  his  going  away." — Victory's  Log.'] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  7th  August,  IHOi.     " 

Gentlemen, 
It  having  been  represented  to  me  by  the  Captains  of  tli^ 
Squadron,  that  the  coals  supplied  their  respective  Ships  frot^ 
the  Harmony  Transport  at  the  Madalena  Islands  in  Ma^^ 
last,  were  nearly  one-eighth  short  of  their  measure,  I  wrot  ^ 
to  the  Officers  of  Malta  Yard,  a  copy  of  which  letter  is  here^ 
with  enclosed,  together  with  the  Report,  and  my  answe^ 
thereto,  by  which  it  appears  that  sixty  chaldrons  of  coals  wer^ 
short  of  the  quantity  which  ought  to  have  been  delivered  t^ 
the  respective  Pursers  of  the   Squadron  before-mentiont 
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f  the  fraudulent  conduct  of  Mr. ,  Master  of  the  sakl 

ransport ;  I  therefore  desire  to  observe  the  propriety  of  a 
rere  example  being  made  of  this  man,  for  such  a  dishonest 
actice ;  and  of  the  very  great  necessity  of  giving  the  most 
sitive  instructions  to  the  Masters  of  all  future  Transports, 
at  out  to  the  Fleet  with  coals,  to  give  just  measure  in  the 
livery  of  them  to  the  respective  Ships,  and  not  avail  them- 
Ives  of  any  false  pretence,  or  the  pressing  necessity  of  quick 
spatch  to  rob  the  individual  of  his  property.     I  consider 

r. *s  conduct  the  more  reprehensible,  as  the  weather 

IS  fidr,  the  water  smooth,  and  his  Vessel  taken  alongside 
ch  Ship  at  the  Madalena  Islands  for  delivery. 
The  coals  are  in  store  at  Malta,  and  I  have  written  the 
onunissionerB  for  Victualling  on  the  subject,  that  they  may 
ve  the  respective  Pursers  credit  for  the  quantity  they  have 
ten  so  defrauded  of;  and  have  at  the  same  time,  directed  the 
fficers  of  Malta  Yard  to  consider  them  as  Government's  and 
le  them  accordingly,  transmitting  to  your  Board  and  to  the 
ommissioners  for  Victualling  an  account  thereof.   I  am,  &c.. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  WILLIAM  MARSDEN,  E8Q^  ADMIRALTY'. 

[OrigiiiAl,  in  the  Admiralty.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  7th  Aagnst,  1801. 

Sir, 
Your  letter  of  the  15th  May,  with  the  Commissions  therein 
lentioned,  appointing  me  Vice- Admiral  of  the  White  Squa- 
ron;  Sir  Richard  Bickerton,  Bart.,  Rear- Admiral  of  the 
[ed ;  George  Campbell,  Esq.,  Rear- Admiral  of  the  White ; 
ad  George  Murray,  Esq.,  Rear-Admiral  of  the  Blue :  also  a 
!ommission  continuing  Rear-Admiral  Murray  Captain  of  the 
leet  under  my  command,  together  with  one  promoting  the 
[onourable  Josceline  Percy*  to  be  Lieutenant  of  the  Medusa, 
n  answer  thereto,  you  will  please  to  acquaint  their  Lord- 
lips,  that  the  Commissions  to  the  Flag-OiflScers  above  men- 
oned  have  been  delivered,  and  that  the  Honourable  Lieu- 

*  Fourth  son  of  Algernon,  first  Earl  of  Bererley,  now  a  Rear-Admiral  of  the 
toe,  aad  Compaaion  of  tlia  Bath. 
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tenant  Fercy^s  shall  be  sent  to  him  the  first  opportunity  going 
to  Gibraltar.  My  Secretary  has  been  directed  to  receive  the 
Fees  marked  on  them  respectively,  and  to  account  to  your 
Office  for  the  same.     I  am  Sir,  &c., 

Nelson  and  Brontk 


TO  WILLIAM  MARSDEX.  ESQ^  ADMIRALTY. 
[Original,  in  the  Admiralty.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  7th  Aagast,  1804. 

Sir, 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  15th  May,  inclosing  a 
copy  of  a  representation  from  the  Underwriters  at  Lloyd's 
Coffce-House  respecting  the  captures  made  by  the  Enemy's 
Privateers  in  the  Adriatic:  also  inclosing  an  extract  of  a  letter 
from  a  gentleman  at  Trieste,  stating  that  the  Ship  Betsy  had 
been  captured  by  a  French  Privateer  off  the  Island  of  Chiozza, 
in  consequence  of  her  having  been  incautiously  left  at  the 
entrance  of  the  Gulf  by  her  Convoy,  directing  me  to  make 
inquiry  into  this  circumstance,  and  report  the  same  to  you, 
for  their  Lordships'  information,  and  further  directions. 

In  answer  thereto,  you  will  please  to  acquaint  the  Lords 
Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  that  the  utmost  attention  has 
been  paid  to  the  protection  of  our  Commerce  in  the  Adriatic 
and  Archipelago,  as  far  as  the  number  of  Frigates  and  Sloops 
under  my  command  has  enabled  me,  (which  their  Lordships 
will  observe  by  the  Disposition  of  the  Squadron ;)  and  I  can 
say,  that  there  never  was  known,  at  any  one  time,  so  great  a 
number  of  Vessels  of  War  in  the  Adriatic  as  is  at  this  moment 
under  the  orders  of  Captain  Cracraft ;  but  certainly,  if  two 
small  Frigates  or  large  Sloops  could  be  spared,  I  would  place 
one  at  Trieste,  and  another  at  Venice.  Such  arrangement  is 
not,  however,  in  my  power  at  present ;  and  to  reduce  Captain 
Cracraft's  Squadron  would  leave  the  entrance  to  the  Adriatic 
without  a  sufficient  force  to  prevent  the  Enemy  conveying 
Troops  into  the  Morea  at  pleasure. 

The  protection  affi)rded  the  Enemy's  Privateers  and  Row- 
boats  in  the  different  Neutral  Ports  in  these  seas,  so  contrary 
to  every  known  law  of  Neutrality,  is  extremely  destructive  to 
our  Commerce,  and  will  certainly  prove  so  in  spite  of  all  the 
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force  which  can  be  brought  against  these  Pirates.  The  most 
strict  orders  have  and  shall  be  given  to  the  Commanders  of 
Convoys  bound  firom  Malta  up  the  Adriatic  and  Archipelago, 
to  see  the  Ships  and  Vessels  under  their  charge  in  safety  to 
their  destination,  and  inquiry  made  into  the  circumstances 
attending  the  capture  of  the  Ship  Betsy,  before  mentioned, 
and  report  made  accordingly.     I  am,  &c.. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  THE  COMMISSIONERS  FOR  VICTUALLING  HIS  MAJESTY'S 

NAVY,  LONDON. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  7th  August,  1804. 

Gentlemen, 
I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  26th  March,  respecting 
the  claims  of  Mr.  Gibert,  Vice-Consul  at  Barcelona,  for  his 
losses,  in  endeavouring  to  supply  the  Fleet  under  my  com- 
mand with  wine ;  stating,  at  the  same  time,  that  you  consider 
the  investigation  into  the  said  losses  may  be  more  efficiently 
accomplished  under  my  authority.  In  answer  thereto,  I 
ofTercd  to  take  the  said  wine  from  Mr.  Gibert  at  an  advanced 
price,  previous  to  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Ford,  the  Agent  Vic- 
tualler to  the  Fleet,  and  have  since,  through  him ;  but  Mr. 
Gibert  will  not  fix  any  price,  and  only  wishes  us  to  take  the 
wine,  which  has  been  since  kept  in  store  at  Rosas,  and  I 
presume  by  this  time  is  entirely  sour.  I  shall  make  another 
official  offer,  and  endeavour  to  bring  the  business  to  issue, 
the  result  of  which  shall  be  transmitted  to  your  Board.     I 

am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  WIUJAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ.,  ADMIRALTY 
[Original,  in  tbe  Admiralty.] 

Victor}',  at  Sea,  7tb  August,  1804. 

Sir, 
I  herewith  transmit  you  a  copy  of  a  contract  entered  into 
by  Doctor  Snipe,  Physician  of  the  Fleet,  and  Mr.  Gray,  Sur- 
geon of  the  Naval  Hospital  at  Malta,  with  Mr.  John  Broad- 
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bent.  Merchant  at  Messina,  for  supplying  thirty  thousaod 
gallons  of  lemon  juice,  for  the  Sick  and  Ilurt  Board,  whidi 
you  will  please  to  lay  before  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the 
Admiralty  for  their  information,  as  it  appears  to  me,  from  the 
low  price  contracted  for,  to  be  an  object  of  great  consideratioD 
in  the  Victualling  Department,  and  by  which  immense  somi 
might  be  saved  by  that  Board  in  their  future  purchase  of  thk 
article,  which  I  understand  from  the  Physician  of  the  Fleet, 
may  be  had  in  any  quantity. 

I  must  here  beg  to  observe,  that  Doctor  Snipe  went  from 
Malta  (where  he  was  on  ser\-ice)  to  Messina,  for  the  purpose 
of  accomplishing  this  contract :  and  when  it  is  considered  that 
lemon  juice  in  England  (if  so  it  may  be  called)  costs  eight 
shillings  \yeT  gallon,  and  in  the  contract  bcfore-meDtioned 
only  one  shilling  for  the  real  juice,  it  will,  I  am  siure,  entitle 
Doctor  Snipe  to  their  Lordships'  approbation  for  his  conduct 
and  perseverance  on  the  occasion ;  and  I  understand  from 
him,  that  Mr.  Broadbent's  profits  are  still  very  fair.  I  judge 
it  proper  to  remark  that  two  Pursers,  who  have  been  dismissed 
their  situations  for  improper  conduct,  are  both  employed  at 

Malta ;  one,  Mr. ,  as  Agent  to  the  Hospital,  and  the 

other,  Mr,  ,  as  Agent  to  the  Contractor  for  Prisoners 

of  War.  The  conduct  of  the  former  has  already  been  ex- 
tremely improper,  as  represented  by  Doctor  Snipe  to  the  Sck 
and  Hurt  Board ;  and  it  will  naturallv  occur  to  their  Loid- 
ships  the  impropriety  of  appointing  such  characters  to  Fubw 
situations  abroad. 

I  am  informed  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Agent  to  the  Coo- 
tractor  for  Prisoners  of  War,  to  discontinue  giving  them  fieA 
beef,  and  to  supply  them  with  salt  in  lieu,  on  account  of  ^ 
latter  being  so  much  more  reasonable  than  the  former.  * 
must,  therefore,  beg  to  obser\-e  to  their  Lordshijis,  that  •• 
Prisoners  of  War  are  not  allowed  wine,  the  giving  them  salt 
beef  instead  of  fresh,  will,  from  their  long  and  close  conBne- 
ment,  naturally  produce  disease  and  very  dangerous  cod^ 
quences :  and  it  is  with  much  deference  I  take  the  libertj  of 
mentioning  to  their  Lordships  (that  as  Frenchmen  are  in  the 
habit  of  drinking  small  wine  in  their  own  Countrv^)  the  pt^ 
priety  of  allowing  Prisoners  of  War  a  certain  quantity  each 
per  day.     I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 
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TO  THE  COMMISSIONERS  FOR  SICK  AND  WOUNDED  SEAMEN, 

LONDON. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  7th  August,  1804. 

Gentlemen^ 
I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  27th  April,  acquaiDting 
me  that,  in  consequence  of  directions  from  the  Lords  Com- 
missioners of  the  Admiralty,  you  had  dismissed  Mr. 

from  the  situation  of  Dispenser  at  Gibraltar  Hospital,  and 
^ipointed  Mr.  Christie  in  his  room.  In  answer  thereto,  I  am 
eztremelj  happy  that  a  character  so  dangerous,  not  only  to 
the  individual,  but  also  to  the  Public  Service,  is  dismissed 
from  it  with  di^^race  ;  and  I  hope  it  may  be  a  warning  to  all 
in  subordinate  situations,  and.  prevent  them  from  attempting, 
by  such  in&mous  means,  to  succeed  in  their  advancement,  at 
the  expense  of  sacrificing  the  upright  and  honest  man.     I 

un,  &C. 

Nelson  and  Bbonte. 


TO  CAPTAIN  JOHN  GORE,  H.M.  SHIP  MEDUSA. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  7th  August,  1804. 

Sir, 
As  no  General  Order  can,  on  all  occasions,  embrace  the  good 
of  the  individual,  and  at  the  same  time  prevent  his  Majesty's 
Service  from  being  imposed  on,  by  the  invaliding  improper 
objects,  (too  frequently  done  to  get  clear  of  bad  and  worthless 
characters,)  my  order  of  the  10th  May,  directed  to  the  Senior 
Officer,  was  meant,  as  much  as  possible,  to  do  away  this  last- 
mentioned  custom  ;  and  to  prevent  every  Senior  Officer  from 
ordering  Surveys  at  Gibraltar  Hospital,  when  they  thought 
proper,  and  by  no  means  intended  to  preclude  discreet  Officers 
from  holding  Surveys  on  proper  objects.  You  will,  there- 
fore, order  such  men  to  be  examined  as  may  appear  to  you 
proper  objects  for  invaliding,  and  continue  to  do  so  on  all 
future  occasions  when  you  may  deem  it  necessary ;  but  I  have 
desired  the  Surgeon  of  the  Hospital  to  consider  my  said  order 
still  in  force,  except  when  you  might  think  proper  to  direct  it 
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Otherwise,  so  that  this  service  is  entirely  at  your  discredoQ, 
and  I  must  desire  that  no  other  Officer  may  interfere  with  it. 
I  am,  &c. 

^ELSON  AND  BrONTE. 


TO  WILLIAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ^  ADMIRALTY. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  7tb  Augnst,  IBOI. 

Sir, 
I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  14th  May,  acquainlii^  -K 
me  that  their  Lordships  had  ordered  Captain  Durban  to  l^*^ 
furnished  with  two  Time-keepers,  and  that  he  has  provide^=^ 
himself  with  instruments  necessary  for  making  observatioi      38 
and  surveys,  their  Lordships  intending  that  he  should  be  ei 
ployed  in  the  Black  Sea,  for  the  further  purposes  comrauiL 
cated  in  your  said  letter.     In  answer  to  which,  you  will  pi 
to  acquaint  their  Lordships  that  with  Sir  Evan  Nepean's  \^ 
ter  to  me,  of  the  28th  September  last,  was  transmitted  a  coj 
of  a  letter  from  Count  Woronzow,  the  Russian  Minister  at  o" 
Court,  to  Lord  Hawkesbury,  and  of  one  from  Count  Alexand.^^^ 
Woronzow,  at  St  Petersburg,  prohibiting,  in  the  strong;^^^ 
manner,  the  navigation  of  the  Black  Sea,  by  any  desc^ 
tion  of  Armed  Vessels.     Under  such  instructions,  it  is 
possible  that  their  Lordships'  intentions,  communicated 
me  in  your  letter  before-mentioned,  can  for  the  present 
put  in  force ;  and  I  am  also  informed  that  there  is  an  obj  ^^^^ 
tion,  on  the  part  of  the  Porte,  to  any  Ships  passing  beyond  €" 
Seven  Towers,  without  a  particular  convention.      On  t 
subject  I  have  wrote  to  Mr.  Stratton,  our  Minister  at 
stantinople.     I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  WILLIAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ^  ADMIRALTY. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  7tb  AuguRt,  J8(M. 

Sir, 
I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  9th  April,  with  the  i 
closure  therein  mentioned,  from   the   Spanish   Minister 
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Lord  Hawkesbury,  complaining  of  the  conduct  of  the  Com- 
mander of  the  British  Privateer  Les  Deux  Freres,  in  capturing 
a  Spanish  Vessel  close  off  the  Port  of  Palamos,  in  Catalonia, 
and  signifying  to  me  their  Lordships'  direction  to  make  the 
necessary  inquiry  into  the  circumstances  therein  stated,  and 
take  such  steps  as  the  case  may  require.     In  answer  thereto, 
you  ^ill  please  to  acquaint  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the 
Admiralty,  that  if  I  had  the  least  authority  whatever  in  con- 
trolling the  Privateers,  whose  conduct  is  so  disgraceful  to  the 
British  Nation,  I  would   instantly  take  their  Commissions 
from  them ;  but  as  Naval  Commanders  have  no  power  over 
them  whatever,  I  am   obliged  to  hear  from  the  Sardinian 
Government  and  others,  of  their  daily  depredations,  without 
being  able  either  to  check,  or  put  a  stop  to  it     The  only 
^l^^g  I  can,  therefore,  do  in  the  present  instance  (as  I  have  in 
*^veral  other  similar  ones)  is  to  transmit  your  letter,  and  its 
enclosure  to  the   Governor  of  Gibraltar,  that  he  may  take 
^ch  steps  as  may  appear  to  him  proper,  to  put  a  stop  to  the 
piratical  proceedings  of  such  a  hoard  of  sanctioned  robbers. 

lam,  &c 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  captain  GEORGE  RYVES,  H.M.  SHIP  GIBRALTAR. 

[Letter-Book.] 

\lct017,  at  Sea,  7th  August,  1804. 

Sir, 

I  kave  received  your  letter  of  the  15th  June,  together  with  a 

Py  of  the  one  therein-mentioned  from  Commissioner  Otway; 

^  I  am  very  much  pleased,  and  extremely  happy  that  you 

*/^^^^eded  to  England  with  the  Gibraltar,  instead  of  re-joining 

^  ^>   as  I  have  long  seen  the  necessity  of  that  Ship*s  being  in 

^^V.    I  am,  &C. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


"^ou  VL 


i 
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TO  HIS  EXCELLENCY  SIR  THOMAS  TRIGGE,  K.B. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Victorr,  at  Sea,  7th  Aqgast,  1^ 

Sir, 
I  beg  leave  to  enclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Secretary 
Marsden,  dated  the  9th  April  last,  together  with  a  copy  of  the 
one   therein-mentioned,  from   the  Spanish  Minister  at  our 
Court  to  Lord  Hawkcsbury,  respecting  the  conduct  of  the 
Commander  of  Les  Deux  Freres,  Privateer,  in  capturing  a 
Spanish  Vessel,  as  therein  stated.     It  is  not  necessary  for  me 
to  point  out  the  disgraceful  conduct  of  the  Gibraltar  Privatecn 
in  these  seas,  as  so  many  circumstances  must  long  ago  hate 
satisfied  you  with  this  truth.     I  shall,  therefore,  say  no  moie 
on  the  subject ;  and  only  beg  to  express  a  hope  that  the  most 
exemplary  punishment  may  be  inflicted  upon  the  delinquents, 
when  the  enormity  of  their  crimes  can  be  proved  to  convic- 
tion, in  order  to  deter  them  from  future  depredations.    I 

am,  &c. 

Nei^on  and  Bboxtb. 


TO  CAPTAIN  SIR  EDWARD  BERRY. 

[From  a  Copy  in  the  Nelson  Papers.] 

Victory,  August  8th,  1604. 

My  dear  Sir  Edward, 
You  must  think  that  I  took  your  offer  of  not  answering 
your  kind  letter  of  March,  (which  I  take  to  mean  March  Ist,) 
but  I  only  received  it  by  the  Ambuscade,  which  only  arrived 
ten  days  ago.  I  sincerely  hope  now  a  change  has  taken  place, 
that  you  will  get  a  Ship.  I  attribute  none  of  the  tyrannical 
conduct  of  the  late  Board  to  Lord  St  Vincent  For  the  Earl 
I  have  a  sincere  regard,  but  he  was  dreadfully  ill-advised,  and 
I  fear  the  Service  has  suffered  much  from  their  conduct  Mrs. 
Faddy'  has  the  impudence  of  the  devil :  however,  I  have  made 
her  son  a  Lieutenant  He  seems  a  smart  young  man,  and  is 
full-grown.  I  do  assure  you,  my  dear  Sir  Edward,  that  your 
letters  always  give  me  much  pleasure ;  and  I  have  no  great 

'  Vide  vol.  iii.  pp.  7,  8,  127,  and  vol.  iv.  p.  4fi«. 
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cause  for  aDxicty«  for  I  certainly  commaQd  as  fine  a  portico 
of  Ships  as  are  in  the  Service.  Hardy  is  very  well  and  desires 
his  kind  remembrances.  Sutton*  is  stationed  at  Gibraltar:  I 
have  not  seen  him  for  a  year  past  I  am  ever,  my  dear  Sir 
Edward,  your  much  obliged  firiend, 

NsLSOir  ASD  BlOXTE. 


TO  THE  REVEREND  DR.  NELSON. 

[Aatognph,  in  the  Nel&on  Papers.] 

VictoffT,  A«gvtt  Sth.  1904. 

My  dear  Brother, 
Mr.  C.  B.  Yonge*  had  joined  the  Victory  long  before  your 
letter  was  wrote,  and  he  is  a  very  good,  deserving  young 
man,  and  when  he  has  served  his  time,  I  shall  take  the  earliest 
opportunity  of  putting  him  into  a  good  vacancy ;  but  that  will 
not  be  until  October,  the  very  finish,  I  expect,  of  my  remaining 
liere,  for  my  health  has  suffered  much  since  I  left  England, 
and  if  the  Admiralty  do  not  allow  me  to  get  at  asses*  milk 
and  rest,  you  will  be  a  Lord  before  I  intend  you  should. 
I  am  glad  the  wine  was  good  and  acceptable.  I  have  been 
expecting  Monsieur  La  Touche  to  give  me  the  meeting 
every  day  for  this  year  past,  and  only  hope  he  will  come  out 
l)efore  I  go  hence.  Remember  me  kindly  to  Mrs.  Nelson 
and  believe  me  ever,  your  most  affectionate  brother. 

Nelson  ahd  Bronte. 

Ton  must  excuse  a  short  letter.  You  will  have  seen 
3f  onsieur  La  Touche's  letter*  of  how  he  chased  me  and  how  I 
wwL     I  keep  it ;  and,  by  God,  if  I  take  him,  he  shall  JEat  it  I 

*  CipUin  Samael  Satton,  of  the  Amphion. 

•  Mr.  Charles  B.  Tonge,  adisunt  rehoion  of  Mib.  (aftenrarda  Connteae)  Nelaoa : 
lie  was  appointed  Acting  lieatenant  of  the  Seahorse,  onihe  12th  of  October  foUow- 
ing,  and  i^tpears  to  have  died  between  1806  and  1809. 

>  Vide  p.  131,  note,  ante. 
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TO  ALEXANDER  DAVISON,  ESQ. 

[Autograph,  in  the  possession  of  Colonel  DtTlson.] 

Victory,  August  flth,  1804. 

My  dear  Davison, 

What  can  be  the  reason  that  since  the  Leviathan,  I  baie 
never  received  a  scrap  of  a  pen  from  you ;  but  as  I  know  that 
I  have  a  box  missing  sent  me  by  dear  Lady  Hamilton,  I  hope 
that  there  are  some  letters  from  you  in  it ;  for  I  should,  tnj 
dear  friend,  be  sorry,  could  I  cither  think  that  you  take  to  heart 
your  present  uncomfortable  situation*  beyond  what  a  man  mint 
naturally  feel,  or  that  you  could  foi^et  for  a  moment  the 
sincercst  of  your  friends.  We  all  know,  that  if  it  was  brought 
forth,  that  I  am  sure  all  the  House  of  Commons,  and  I  dare 
say,  every  Freeholder  in  the  United  Kingdom,  would  be  with 
you ;  for  *  directly  or  indirectly,  every  man  has  his  price.'  So 
said  Sir  Robert  Walpole.  Never  mind.  Do  not  take  it  to 
heart.  It  will  soon  pass  away,  and  I  shall  come  and  see  jott 
in  the  Christmas  holidays,  and  we  shall  laugh  at  the  event 

I  have  on  former  occasions  wrote  to  you  all  about  my  Merton 
improvements,  that  I  am  sure  you  will  order  everything  to  be 
paid.     If  the  new  building  is  finished,  I  shall  have  a  very 
comfortable  house ;  and  I  hope  the  Architect  has  made  the 
passage  from  the  kitchen  to  the  servants'  hall.     I  would  not 
have  one  farthing  taken  from .  the  hundred  pounds  a  month* 
for  any  of  these  improvements ;  and,  as  I  before  wrote  you,  I 
wish  to  have  them  in  a  separate  account,  that  I  may  know  the 
cost     I  am  expecting  Monsieur  La  Touche  (as  he  has  wrote  a 
letter  that  I  ran  away)  to  come  out  of  his  nest     The  whole 
history  was  too  contemptible  for  my  notice,  but  I  have  thought 
it  right,  not  upon  my  own  account,  but  for  the  satisfaction  of 
the  Admiralty,  &c.  &c.,  to  send  a  copy  of  the  Victory's  Log:  for 
if  my  character  for  not  running  away,  is  not  fixed  by  this 
time,  it  is  not  worth  my  trouble  to  put  the  world  right  at  my 
time  of  life ;    and  if  any  Englishman  has  believed  for  one 
moment  the  story,  I  may,  to  my  friend,  say,  without  fear  of  being 
thought  arrogant,  that  they  do  not  deserve  to  have  me  serve 
them ;  but  I  have  kept  Monsieur  La  Touche's  letter ;    and  if 

»  Vide  vol.  V.  p.  143.  ■  His  allowance  to  Lady  Hamilton. 
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'  take  hiin»  I  shall  either  never  see  him,  or,  if  I  do,  make  him 

Eat  his  letter — perhaps,  sovereign  contempt  is  the  best 

This  conveyance  will  carry  my  letter  for  returning,  for  the 

e-establishment  of  my  health,  for  a  few  months.     I  expect 

hat  the  Admiralty  will  give  this  Command  to  some  other 

)fficer,  and  not  allow  of  my  return,  if  I  am  able,  in  the  Spring. 

tut  T  may  say,  as  the  famous  De  Witt  said,  *  my  life  I  will 

neely  risk  for  my  Country,  but  my  health  I  must  take  care  of.' 

f  the  mind  is  not  stixing  from  good  health,  depend  on  it  the 

ther  faculties  are  in  unison  with  it     Asses*  milk  and  a  few 

lonths  rest  may  do  much  for  me.     But,  my  dear  Davison, 

elieve  me  for  ever,  at  all  times,  your  most  sincere  and 

ffectionate  friend. 

Nelson  adtd  Bbonte. 


TO  JAMES  SYKES,  ESQ.* 

[Autograph,  in  the  possession  of  Resf-Adminl  Sykes.  **  Friday,  10th  AagnsL 
t  11  A.M.,  weighed  and  made  sail.  At  b-Vi  p.m.,  anchored.  Saturday,  11th 
ngost.     At  5  A.M.,  weighed  and  made  sail."— Ticfory't  I^.] 

Victory,  August  9th,  1804. 

Dear  Sir, 
I  am  favoured  with  your  letter  of  May  18th,  regaiding 
our  nephew ;  it  was  hardly  possible  for  a  young  man  to 
ome  to  a  worse  station  for  pronfotion  than  the  Mediterranean, 
>r  we  have  no  deaths.  If  the  French  Fleet  come  out  during 
ny  stay,  we  may  have  a  chance  for  promotion,  when  I  will  do 
ay  best  for  your  nephew,  if  our  success  is  ^qual  to  the  wishes 
Sy  dear  Sir,  your  very  obedient  Servant, 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

*  Mr.  Sykes  was  a  respectable  Navy  Agent,  whose  business  deTolved  upon  Messrs. 
tUwell  and  Son,  of  22,  Arundel  Street,  Strand,  to  whose  professional  ability,  in- 
fgrity,  and  personal  worth  the  Editor  has  sincere  pleasure  in  bearing  testi- 
mony. Mr.  Sykes*  nephew  is  the  present  Rear- Admiral  Sykes,  mentioned  in  the 
"reface. 
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TO  WILLIAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ.,  ADMIRALTY. 

[Original,  in  the  Admiralty,  and  autograph  draughts  in  the  possession  of  the 
Rev.  Henry  Girdlestone,  and  of  James  Young,  Esq.,  of  Wells.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  12th  Aognst,  1801. 

Sir, 

Although  I  most  certaiDly  never  thought  of  writuig  a  line 
upon  Monsieur  La  Touche's  having  cut  a  caper  a  few  miles 
outside  of  Toulon,  on  the  14th  of  June,  where  he  well  knew  I 
could  not  get  at  him  without  placing  the  Ships  under  the 
batteries  which  surround  that  Port,  and  that,  had  I  attacked 
him  in  that  position,  he  could  retire  into  his  secure  neat 
whenever  he   pleased,  yet  as   that  gentleman   has  thougb^ 
proper  to  write  a  letter  stating  that  the  Fleet  under  my  covor 
mand  ran  away,  and  that  he  pursued  it,  perhaps  it  may  ^ 
thought  necessary  for  me  to  say  something.     But  I  do  assi^ 
yon,  Sir,  that  I  know  not  what  to  say,  except  by  a  flat  cont-^' 
diction ;  for  if  my  character  is  not  established  by  this  time    ^^^ 
not  being  apt  to  run  away,  it  is  not  worth  my  time  to  attei^^P^ 
to  put  the  world  right     It  is  not,  therefore,  I  do  assure  th^  ^^ 
Lordships,  with  any  such  intention  that  I  stain  my  paper  v^  ^^ 
a  vaunting  manV  name,  and,  therefore,  I  shall  only  state,  t  "^^ 
the  Fleet  I  have  the  honour  and  happiness  to  command  i^^  ^ 
the  liighest  state  of  discipline,  good  order,  good  humour,  ^^^ 
good  health,  and  that  the  unfted  wishes  of  all  are,  I  am  S!^^*^ 
to  meet  Monsieur  La  Touche  at  sea :  then  I  ought  not 
doubt  that  I  should  be  able  to  write  a  letter  equally  satii 
tory  to  my  King,  my  Country,  and  myself. 

I  send  you  a  copy  of  the  Ship's  Log.'     I  observe  that  e^ 
the  return  of  Monsieur    La  Touche    into    Toulon    is 
noticed — so  little  must  have   been  thought   of  the   Frei 
returning  into  Port  that  day,  more  than  any  other.     I  sc 

*  Lord  Nelson  originally  wrote  **  coxcomb's,"  but  altered  the  word  to  "  man't^  ^ 

*  "  Which  I  have  never  seen  till  this  day.     I  observe  that  ho  little  was  ihoui^'^^ 
of  Monsieur  La  Touche's  return  to  Toulon  harbour  more  than  any  other  time,  t'9^ 
it  is  not  even  noticed,  although,  by  the  hearing*  at  Noon,  and  latitude^  thai    '^ 
were  but  four  miles  outside  the  Port,  where  he  was  snug  at  anchor,  and  that  at  oo^ 
o'clock  we  attempted  to  get  at  the  Swiftsure,  which  was  the  only  Ship  ontsi^^ 
the  harbour." — Autograph  draught. 
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oa  the  bearings  of  the  land  for  the  14th  and  15th9*  and  the 
lovements  of  the  Squadron  on  the  evening  of  the  14th  June, 
am,  &C.9  Nelsosi  and  Bboxte. 

French  Fleet  under  Monsieur  La  Touche — Eight  Sail  of 
le  Line,  and  four  Frigates,  two  Frigates  and  a  Brig  in  Hieres 
»ay,  who  joined  in  the  night. 

British  Fleet — Five  Sail  of  the  Line,  and  two  Frigates,  one 
f  which,  the  Excellent  74,  and  two  Frigatcsi,  did  not  join  till 
le  middle  of  the  night,  having  been  sent  into  Hieres  Baj. 

From  6*10  to  7-28  p.m.,  the  British  formed  in  '  b^uTS^ 

line  to  receive  Monsieur  La  Touche,  main-  *   |x     ^^t 

,psail  to  the  mast  (  y.^^ 

Movements  of  the  Squadron  on  the  evening  of  the  1-1  th 
une  1804. 

At  5-43  P.M. — Prepared  for  Battle. 
5*49  ....  Readied  the  Excellent. 
/  6*10  ...  .  Formed  the  Line  of  Battle. 
Laying  to  ^7*28  ....  Came  to  the  wind  together  on  the 
(  larboard  tack. 

7*45  ....  Tacked  together. 
7*59  ....  Formed  the  Order  of  Sailing. 

Nelson  and  Bbonte. 

'  **  And  filso  of  Uie  ineloMd  Signals  made." — Ikid. 

icp 


iSie.) 


Tack  together     ....    T^tfi. 

Beef  topsala. 

Alter  eonree  to  Poet. 

Keep  in  the  AdmiraTa  Wake. 

Fonn  Order  of  Sailing  .    •    7-OOl 


Morements  of  the  Squadron,  evening  of  June  14th: 

H.  M. 

5   43      18     ...     .     Prepared  for  Battle. 

5   50  ....    Recalled  the  Excellent 


Q  6  10  44  ...    .  Formed  Line  of  Battle. 

tc  7  28  102  ....  Came  to  the  Wind  together  on  the  LaxhoardTaek. 

•p,  7  45  96  ...    .  Tacked  together. 

»2  7  99  72  ...    •  Formed  the  Order  of  Sailing. 

(Sir.)        y  J  ■    At  y*A8i  Moaaieni  La  Teneho  taehed  aad  teed  iw  Taaloa^^-' 
Thia  list  of  Sigaala  ia  from  the  Auiograph^  in  the  poaaeirioa  of  Earl  Nelaon. 
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TO  WILLIAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ^  ADMIRALTY. 

[Original,  in  the  Admiralty,  and  "  Loudon  Gazette."] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  12th  Aagast,  1801 

Sir, 

Herewith  I  transmit  you  for  the  information  of  the  Lords 
Commissioners  of  the   Admiralty,  a  copy  of  a  letter  from 
Captain  Donnelly,  of  his  Majesty's  Ship  Narcissus,  with  a 
copy  of  one  to  him  from  Lieutenant  Thompson  of  the  said 
Ship,  detailing  the  destruction  of  several   of  the  Enemy's 
Coasting- vessels.     The  importance  of  this  service  may  be  bat 
little,  but  the  determined  bravery  of  Lieutenants  Thompson, 
Parker,  Lumley,  and  Moore,  and  the  Petty-OflScers,  Seamen, 
and  Marines  employed  under  them,  could  not  be  exceeded. 
I  am  concerned  to  observe  that  Lieutenant  Lumley  has  been 
obliged  to  suffer  amputation  at  the  shoulder ;  but  I  have  mocn 
pleasure  in  adding,  that  this  fine  young  man  is  fast  recoveries* 
His  sufferings,  I  am  sure,  will  meet  their  LfOrdships'  c^^' 
sideration. 

I  have  placed  Lieutenant  Moore  in  the  Seahorse,  and  gi  '^^^ 

Mr.  Bedingfield,*  who  was  shot  through  the  hand,  a  ComC^**" 

sion  for  the  Maidstone,  which  is  going  to  England  with       ^^ 

first  Convoy.     I  am,  &c.. 

Nelson  and  Brontes^-- 


TO  LADY  HAMILTON. 
[From  "  Lord  Nelson's  Letters  to  Lady  Hamilton,"  vol.  ii.  p.  62.] 

Victory,  August  12th,  1 

Although,  my  dearest  Emma,  from  the  length  of  time  ^^ 
other  letters  have  been  getting  to  you,  I  cannot  expect  u:::^^-^^^ 
this  will  share  a  better  fate,  yet,  as  the  Childers  is  goin 


Rosas,  to  get  us  some  news  from  Paris — which  is  the  o^      ^~ 


way  I  know  of  what  is  passing  in  England — I  take  my  cha^^^ 
of  the  post :  but  I  expect  the  Kent  will  be  in  England  bef^^^'^ 
this  letter,   and   by  which   Ship  I  write   to  the  Admiiii^  ^V 
relative  to  my  health.    Therefore,  I  shall  only  say,  that  I  hc:^/* 
a  little  of  your  good  nursing,  with  asses'  milk,  will  set  me     ^P 


•  Vide  vol.  ▼.  p.  488. 
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for  another  campaigii,  should  the  Admiralty  wish  me  to 
return,  in  the  spring,  for  another  year;  but,  I  own,  I  think  we 
shall  have  Peace. 

The  Ambuscade  arrived  this  day  fortnight  with  our  Vic- 
tuallers, &c.,  and  very  acceptable  they  were.  By  her,  I 
received  your  letters  of  May  14th,  22nd,  and  30th,  vid  Lisbon; 
and  of  April  9th,  18th,  25th,  May  10th,  18th,  29th,  June  Ist, 
5th,  through,  I  suppose,  the  Admiralty.  The  box  you  men- 
tion is  not  arrived ;  nor  have  I  scrap  of  a  pen  from  Davison. 
The  weather  in  the  Mediterranean  seems  much  altered.  In 
July,  seventeen  days  the  Fleet  was  in  a  gale  of  wind.  I 
have  often  wrote  to  Davison,  to  pay  for  all  the  improve- 
ments at  Merton.  The  new  building  the  chamber  over  the 
dining-room,  you  must  consider.  The  stair  window,  we  set- 
tled, was  not  to  be  stopped  up.  The  under-ground  passage 
will,  I  hope,  be  made ;  but  I  shall,  please  God,  soon  see  it  all  I 
I  have  wrote  you,  my  dear  Emma,  about  Horatia;  but,  by 
the  Kent,  I  shall  write  fully.     May  God  bless  you,  &c. 


TO  WILLIAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ.,  ADMIRALTY. 

[Original,  in  the  Admiralty.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  12th  August,  1804. 

Sir, 
You  will  please  to  acquaint  the  Lords  Commissioners  of 
the  Admiralty,  that  the  Diligent  Transport  has  brought  out 
frocks  and  trowsers  for  the  use  of  the  Fleet  under  my  com- 
mand ;  but  instead  of  their  being  made  of  good  Russia  duck, 
as  was  formerly  supplied  the  Seamen  of  his  Majesty's  Navy, 
the  frocks  at  4«.  Sd.  each,  and  the  trowsers  at  48.  per  pair, 
those  sent  out  are  made  of  coarse  wrapper-stuff,  and  the  price 
increased — the  frocks  two-pence  each,  and  the  trowsers  three- 
pence per  pair,  which  makes  the  former  45.  \0d.  and  the  latter 
4*.  3d.  I  therefore  think  it  necessary  to  send  you  one  of  each, 
in  order  that  their  Lordships  may  judge  of  their  quality  and 
price ;  and  at  the  same  time  beg  to  observe,  for  their  informd- 
tion,  that  the  issuing  such  coarse  stuff  to  the  people,  who  have 
been  accustomed  to  good  Russia  duck  cheaper,  will  no  doubt 
occasion  murmur  and  discontent,   and  may   serious   conse- 
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quences.  I  therefore  am  most  decidedly  of  opinion,  that  the 
Contractor  who  furnished  such  stuff  ought  to  be  hanged;  and 
little  less,  if  anything,  is  due  to  those  who  have  received  them 
from  him.  I  shall  say  no  more  on  the  subject,  as  their  Lord- 
ships will  naturally  see  the  propriety  of  this  evil  being  remedied 
as  early  as  possible.     I  am,  &c.. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

P.S. — Enclosed  is  a  letter  from  Captain  Hardy  of  the 
Victory  on  the  subject  of  the  frocks  and  trowsers.  The  Malta 
cotton  therein  alluded  to  is  sent  in  a  box,  with  a  sample  of  the 
Slops  lately  received  by  the  Diligent  Store-ship. 


TO  COMMISSIONER  OTWAY,  GIBRALTAR. 

[Autograph,  in  the  possession  of  Rear- Admiral  Inglefield,  C.B.] 

Victory,  August  14th,  1804. 

My  dear  Sir, 

I  have  been  favoured  with  your  letter  of  July  14th :  the 
whole  of  your  conduct  is  so  correct,  that  I  can  have  no  doubt 
but  it  must  always  give  me  satisfaction.     With  the  various 
species  of  Stores  which  we  have  been  able  to  get  at  Naples, 
and  in  the  Adriatic,  the  Fleet  is  not  badly  supplied.     The 
canvas  and  cordage  at  Naples  is  excellent,  and  I  believe 
much  cheaper  than  in  England ;  but  I  rather  doubt  that  the 
Naval  Storekeeper  at  Malta  did  not  likepiurchasing  at  Naples  so 
well  as  in  the  Adriatic ;  and  therefore  doing  the  thing  publicly, 
occasioned  a  complaint  from   the   French  Minister.      Now 
I  am  upon  the  subject  of  purchasing  Stores,  I  feel  it  my  duty 
(if  you  think  you  are  authorized  by  anything  I  can  say)  to  ui^e 
your  visiting  the  Naval  Yard  at  Malta,  and  to  examine  into 
the  expenditure  of  the  Public  money.     All  may  be  correct 
there,  but  there  does  appear  to  me  very  great  irregularity.     I 
can  have  no  doubt  but  that  the  Admiralty  consider  you  as 
eligible  to  overlook  both  Yards.     If  you  have  not  that  power, 
you  either  should  have  it,  or  another  Commissioner  be  sent  to 
Malta. 

I  approve  most  fully  of  the  Gibraltar's  being  sent  home. 
She  ought  to  have  gone  years  ago.  The  Kent  is  in  a  miserable 
state.     Superb  cannot  keep  the  sea  this  winter.     Renown  and 
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Triamph  ought  also  to  go  home :  it  would  be  saving  five  Ships 
instead  of  destroying  them.  I  shall  see  Ganges  and  Tenrible* 
and  also  my  friend  Otway,*  with  great  pleasure,  although  from 
my  state  of  health,  it  will  probably  be  under  another  Com- 
mander-in-Chief they  will  have  to  serve.  The  Maidstone 
goes  to  Malta  for  any  straggling  Merchant-Ships,  and  fit)m 
dience  to  England.  We  have  nothing  new  here  :  seventeen 
days'  gale  of  wind  in  July.  I  am  always,  my  dear  Sir,  with 
the  highest  esteem,  your  much  obliged  Seivant, 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  THE  rev.  ROBERT  ROLFE,  SAHAM  WATTON,  NORFOLK. 
[Autograph,  in  the  poiaeMJon  of  the  BeTerend  Robert  BoUe.] 

Victory,  August  15th,  1804. 

My  dear  Rolfe, 

Your  recommendation,  Mr.  Bedingfield,'  has  been  wounded 

in  the  hand,  which  the  Surgeons  say  will  go  off  with  only  a 

stiff  finger;  in  order  to  complete  the  cure  I  have  given  him  a 

Lieutenant's  commission ;  he  is  a  fine  young  man  and  bears 

an  excellent  character.     Remember  me  kindly  to  your  good 

mother,  my  aunt,  and  your  sister,  and  believe  me  ever,  my 

dear  Rolfe,  your  affectionate  Cousin, 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  CAPTAIN  SAMUEL  SUTTON,  H.M.  SHIP  AMPHIOX. 

[Autograph,  in  the  possession  of  Cqttain  Ives  Sutton.] 

Victory,  August  15th,  1804. 

My  dear  Sutton, 
I  have  received  your  letters  of  June  17th  and  27th.  I 
thought  it  possible  you  might  wish  a  good  Seventy-four,  and 
one  at  that  time  I  thought  very  probable  to  be  vacant  For 
your  own  sake  and  good  Hardy's,  I  wish  you  success ;  but  for 
myself,  I  had  rather  hear  of  your  destroying  two  Privateers 
than  taking  a  Merchant-Ship  of  £20,000  value.     I  am  not  a 

'  The  present  Admiral  Sir  Robert  Waller  Otway,  Bart.,  G.C.B. 
*  ICr.  Bedingfeld  was  wounded  in  the  boats  of  his  Ship,  the  Narcissus,  in  an  attack 
on  tome  Settees  on  the  ni|^  of  the  11th  Julj,  1804. 
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moDey-getting  man^  for  which  I  am  probably  laughed  at  I 
am  but  very  so-so,  and  probably  you  will  soon  see  another 
Commander-in-Chief  in  the  Mediterranean.  But  wherever 
I  am,  believe  me  always,  dear  Sutton,  your  much  obliged 
friend. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  HIS  ROYAL  HIGHNESS  THE  DUKE  OF  CLARENCE. 
[From  Clarke  and  M'Arthor,  vol.  il.  p.  381.] 

15th  Augast,  1804. 

If  anything  the  least  new  was  to  occur  here,  your  Royal 
Highness  is  sure  that  I  should  have  written  to  you ;  but  we 
have  an  uniform  sameness,  day  after  day,  and  month  after 
month — gales  of  wind  for  ever.  In  July,  we  had  seventeen 
days  very  severe  weather ;  the  Mediterranean  seems  altered. 
However,  with  nursing  our  Ships,  we  have  roughed  it  out 
better  than  could  have  been  expected.  I  have  always  made 
it  a  rule  never  to  contend  with  the  gales ;  and  either  run  to 
the  Southward  to  escape  its  violence,  or  furl  all  the  sails  and 
make  the  Ships  as  easy  as  possible.  Our  friend  Keats  is  quite 
well ;  in  his  own  person  he  is  equal  in  my  estimation  to  an 
additional  Seventy-four ;  his  life  is  a  valuable  one  to  the  State, 
and  it  is  impossible  that  your  Royal  Highness  could  ever  have 
a  better  choice  of  a  Sea  friend,  or  Counsellor,  if  you  go  to 
the  Admiralty.  Keats  will  never  give  that  counsel  which 
would  not  be  good  for  the  Service.     I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  WILLIAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ.,  ADMIRALTY. 

[Original,  in  the  Admiralty,  and  aatograph  draught  in  the  possession  of*  the 

Rev.  Henry  Oirdlestone.] 

[No  date ;  hat  ahont  the  15th  August,  1804.] 

Sir, 
It  is  with  much  uneasiness  of  mind  that  I  feel  it  my  duty 
to  state  to  you,  for  the  information  of  their  Lordships,  that  I 
consider  my  state  of  health  to  be  such  as  to  make  it  absolutely 
necessary  that  I  should  return  to  England  to  re-establish  it 
Another  winter,  such  as  the  last,  I  feel  myself  luiable  to  stand 
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against.  A  few  months  of  quiet  may  enable  me  to  serve 
again  next  spring;  and  I  believe  that  no  OflScer  is  more  anxious 
to  serve  than  mysel£  No  OflScer  could  be  placed  in  a  more 
enviable  Command  than  the  one  I  have  the  honour  to  be 
placed  in^  and  no  Command  ever  produced  so  much  happiness 
to  a  Commander-in-Chief,  whether  in  the  Flag-OflScers,  the 
Captains,  or  the  good  conduct  of  the  Crews  of  every  Ship  in 
this  Fleet ;  and  the  constant  marks  of  approbation  for  my 
conduct  which  I  have  received  from  every  Court  in  the 
Mediterranean,  leave  me  nothing  to  wish  for  but  a  better  state 
of  health. 

I  have  thought  it  necessary  to  state  thus  much,  that  their 
Lordships  might  not  for  a  moment  suppose  that  I  had  any 
nneasihess  of  mind  upon  any  account  On  the  contrary, 
eveiy  person,  of  all  ranks  and  descriptions,  seem  only  desirous 
to  meet  my  wishes,  and  to  give  me  satisfaction.  I  must,  there- 
fore, intreat  their  Lordships'  permission  to  return  to  England 
for  the  re-establishment  of  my  health,  and  that  their  consent 
may  reach  me  as  soon  as  possible,  for  I  have  deferred  my 
application  already  too  long.     I  have  the  honour,  to  be,  &c«, 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  VISCOUNT  MELVILLE. 

[Autogniph  draught,  in  the  possession  of  the  ReTerend  Henry  Oirdlestone.] 

Victory,  [about  August  15th,  1804.] 

My  dear  Lord, 

Nothing  but  what  I  think  an  absolute  necessity,  your  Lord- 
ship will,  I  trust,  believe,  could  have  induced  me  to  write  to 
the  Board,  desiring  permission  to  return  home  in  order  to  re- 
establish my  health,  and  which,  I  flatter  myself  a  few  months* 
quiet,  and  asses'  milk,  will  restore  to  me  in  a  certain  degree, 
and  enable  me  to  serve  again  next  spring,  either  here,  where 
I  have  served  nine  years,  or  wherever  the  Board  may  think  fit 
to  employ  me.  I  therefore  request  your  Lordship's  influence 
with  the  Board,  that  they  may  grant  me  their  permission, 
before  the  winter  gets  too  far  advanced. 

I  know  there  are  many  Admirals  desirous  of  this  Command, 
with  better  health,  and  probably  with  greater  abilities  than 
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myself,  but  none,  my  dear  Lord,  allow  me  to  say,  without 
being  thought  vain,  who  will  serve  with  more  zeal ;  therefore 
I  can  hardly  expect,  should  even  my  health  be  perfect,  to  be 
allowed  to  return  to  this,  my  favourite  Command :  but  should 
any  such  plan  occur  to  your  Lordship,  it  is  my  duty  to  state, 
and  it  is  well  known  to  the  Board,  that  the  Second  in  Com- 
mand here,  who  has  held  that  post,  and  the  Command  of  the 
Fleet,  for  four  years,  Sir  Richard  Bickerton,  is  an  Officer  of 
not  only  distinguished  merit,  but  also  a  most  perfectly  correct 
and  safe  Officer,  and  fit  to  command  any  Fleet. 

The  Superb,  from  the  state  of  the  knee  of  her  head,  cannot 
be  kept  at  sea  this  winter,  without  being  docked ;  therefore, 
if  it  suited  the  Board's  arrangements,  I  should  prefer  going 
home  in  her,  to  any  other  of  the  Ships  who  ought  to  go'  home. 
Six  weeks  in  dock,  will  enable  that  Ship  to  run  for  two  or 
three  years.  The  same  I  may  say  of  the  Triumph  and 
Renown.  They  are  certainly  amongst  our  finest  Ships,  and 
absolutely  going  to  ruin  for  want  of  a  few  weeks  in  dock. 
The  state  of  the  Kent  will  show  what  would  have  been  saved, 
had  she  gone  home  last  year,  as  I  ventured  to  propose ;  but  as 
it  is  not  my  intention  to  criticise,  I  shall  not  touch  upon  these 
subjects,  but  conclude  by  assuring  you  of  the  respect  with 

which  I  am,  my  dear  Lord,  your  most  faithful, 

N.  &B. 

TO  VISCOUNT  MELVILLE. 
[From  Clarke  and  M* Arthur,  toI.  ii.  p.  382.] 

[About  16th  August,  1804.] 

I  am  sure  that  your  Lordship  will  allow  me  to  present  to 
you  Lieutenant  Lumley,  of  the  Seahorse,  who  had  almost  a 
miraculous  recovery  from  his  severe  wounds.*  The  arm  is  not 
only  taken  out  of  the  shoulder-joint,  but  much  of  the  shoulder- 
bones  has  been  extracted.  His  general  conduct  as  an  Officer 
has,  from  the  report  of  the  Honourable  Captain  Boyle,  been 
such  as  always  to  merit  approbation ;  and  his  conduct  upon 
the  occasion  of  losing  his  arm,  has  been  such  as  to  claim  all 
our  regard  and  esteem,  and  I  am  sure  his  good  behaviour  and 
sufferings  will  attract  your  Lordship's  notice.     I  am,  &c 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

*  Vide  p.  109,  ante. 
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TO  CAPTAIN  JOHN  CHAMBERS  WHITE,  H.M.  SHIP  KENT. 

[Order  Book.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  I6th  Aagnat,  18(U. 

You  are  hereby  required  and  directed  to  receive  my  Public 
dispatches  on  board  his  Majesty's  Ship  Kent,  under  your 
command,  and  proceed  with  them  immediately  to  Gibraltar, 
where  you  will  deliver  those  for  that  place  to  Commissioner 
Otway,  and  inform  yourself,  without  a  moment's  loss  of  time, 
whether  the  Merchants  have  any  money  to  send  home,  and  if 
there  are  any  Ships  perfectly  ready  to  accompany  you  to 
England.  Should  there  be  any  Trade  (which  I  rather  sup- 
pose not)  ready  and  willing  to  avail  themselves  of  your  protec- 
tion, you  will  take  them  under  your  convoy)  but  not  to  wait 
longer  than  forty-eight  hours,  as  a  Convoy  will  soon  arrive  there 
from  Malta,)  and  proceed  with  them,  with  all  convenient  dis- 
patch, consistent  with  their  safety ;  and  in  order  the  more  effec- 
tually to  enable  you  to  take  the  Trade  from  Gibraltar  and 
Cadiz,  I  have  directed  the  Senior  Officer  at  Gibraltar  to  accom- 
pany you,  or  send  a  Sloop  of  War  to  escort  the  Kent,  and 
such  Trade  as  may  be  under  her  protection,  from  Gibraltar  to 
Cadiz,  twenty  or  twenty-five  leagues  to  the  Westward  of  the  last- 
mentioned  place,  where  you  will  call  for  such  Vessels  as  may 
be  ready,  and  also  receive  such  money  as  the  Merchants  may 
have  to  send  home.  Having  so  done,  you  will  proceed  with 
the  whole,  as  expeditiously  as  possible,  to  Spithead,  dropping 
such  as  are  bound  to  Ports  in  the  Channel  on  your  way  up  ; 
and  on  your  arrival  at  that  place,  you  will  deliver  my  Public 
dispatches  for  the  Admiralty  to  Admiral  Montagu,  or  the 
Commanding  Officer  at  Portsmouth,  who  will  forward  them 
without  delay.  You  will  acquaint  the  Secretary  of  the  Ad- 
miralty with  your  arrival,  and  transmit  to  him  an  account  of 
your  proceedings  for  their  Lordships'  information,  and  remain 
at  the  above  anchorage  for  their  further  orders. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 
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TO  WILLIAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ.,  ADMmALT\'. 

[Original,  in  the  Admiralty.  "  Thursday,  16th  Augnst.  H.M.  Ships  Belleisle, 
Kent,  Active,  Seahorse,  Narcissus,  Phoebe,  Maidstone,  and  Niger,  and  Acheron, 
with  the  Transports,  rejoined.  H.M.  Ship  Fisgard,  from  England,  joined  com- 
pany."— Victory' M  Log."] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  I6th  Augost,  1804. 

Sir, 

You  will  please  to  acquaint  the  Lords  Commissioners  of 
the  Admiralty,  that  on  the  Squadron's  return  from  Palma 
this  morning,  I  was  joined  by  the  Fisgard,  and  as  the  Kent  is 
just  proceeding  to  England,  I  have  only  a  moment  to  acknow- 
ledge your  several  letters,  &c.,  which  shall  be  duly  attended 
to,  and  answered  by  the  first  opportunity. 

The  Fleet  is  complete  in  provisions  and  water  to  five 
months,  and  in  stores  as  far  as  we  have  been  able,  and  I  have 
the  pleasure  to  add,  is  in  most  perfect  health.  Nine  Sail  of 
the  Enemy's  Line-of-6attle  Ships,  and  seven  Frigates,  came 
out  on  the  14th  instant  a  few  miles  from  Sepet,  and  returned 
mto  Port  in  the  evening.     I  am,  &c.. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  THOMAS  TYRWHirr,  ESQ.* 

[Additional  MSS.  12,102  in  the  British  Museum.] 

Victory,  August  I6th,  1801. 

oir. 
The  box  left  by  Mr.  A'Court  for  H.  R.  H.  the  Prince  of 
Wales  must  have  gone  home  in  either  the  Argo  or  Agincourt, 
as  they  were  the  only  large  Ships  that  left  the  Fleet,  and  I 
was  fearful  that  in  a  small  Vessel  they  would  get  wet  I  hope 
they  are,  long  before  this  time,  safe  arrived.  I  beg  to  present 
my  humble  duty  to  his  Royal  EUghness.  I  have  the  honour 
to  remain,  &c.. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

•  Keeper  of  the  Privy  Seal,  Private  Secretary  to  H.  R.  H.  the  Prince  of  Wales, 
and  Lord  Warden  of  the  Stannaries.  He  was  appointed  Gentleman  Usher  of  the 
Black  Rod,  and  Knighted  in  1812 ;  and  died  at  Calais,  on  the  24th  of  February 
1833. 
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TO  CAPTAIN  JOHN  CHAMBERS  WHITE,  H.M.  SHIP  KENT. 

[Order-Book.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  lOth  Augnst,  1804. 

Having  received  a  letter  from  the  Honourable  Captain 
Boyle  of  his  Majesty's  Ship  Seahorse,  which  is  herewith 
transmitted,  respecting  James  Reynolds,  alias  James  Clarke, 
a  native  of  MuIUngar,  who  acknowledges  himself  the  murderer 
of  a  Mr.  Rochfort,  and  the  said  man  having  delivered  himself 
up  to  the  Civil  Law,  You  are  hereby  required  and  directed 
to  receive  him  on  board  his  Majesty's  Ship  Kent,  under  your 
command,  and  keep  him  in  confinement,  as  a  person  guilty  of 
the  crime  he  has  acknowledged,  until  your  arrival  in  England, 
ip?hen  you  will  deliver  him  up  to  the  Civil  Power,  with  the 
before-mentioned  letter,  acquainting  the  Commanding-OflScer 
at  Portsmouth  of  the  circumstances,  previous  to  your  doing  so. 
Yoo  will  victual  the  said  man  the  same  as  your  Ship's  Com- 
pany during  the  passage. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  CAPTAIN  JOHN  GORE,  H.  M.  SHIP  MEDUSA. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  18th  August,  1804. 

Sir, 
I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  22nd  ultimo,  and  very 

much  approve  of  your  having  sent  the  Fisgard  direct  to  me, 

as  well  as  of  your  ordering  the  Termagant  to  Malta  with  the 

Convoy.     I  am  glad  it  was  convenient  for  you  to  take  Mr. 

M'Donough   and  my    dispatches    to  Lisbon,  and   sincerely 

hope  you  may  join  the  Amphion,  and  fall  in  with  the  French 

Frigates  mentioned  in  the  enclosure  which  accompanied  your 

said  letter.     You  did  perfectly  right  in  detaining  the  Fisgard, 

for  the  purpose  of  bringing  the  Public  money  to  the  Fleet.     I 

am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


VOL.  VI.  M 
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TO  SIR  ALEXANDER  JOHN  BALL,  BART.,  MALTA. 

[Autograph,  in  the  possession  of  Sir  William  Keith  Ball,  Bart.] 
My  dear  Ball,  Victory,  Aognst  19th,  1804. 

Since  the  Amazon  left  us,  except  the  arrival  of  the  Fisgard, 
which  you  know  of,  but  little  has  occurred.  She  is  a  fine 
Frigate ;  but  both  Maidstone  and  Narcissus  must  go  home — 
therefore,  I  am  still  reducing.  Except  some  Public  letters  of 
no  consequence,  I  have  not  a  scrap  of  a  pen  from  any  one  in 
Office.  The  French  Ships  have  been  out  a  few  miles ;  but 
they  see  so  far  that  the  Coast  is  clear,  that  there  is  but  very 
little  prospect  of  getting  at  them:  they  are  now  reported 
nine  Sail  of  the  Line  in  the  Outer  Road,  and  seven  or  eight 
Frigates.  I  am  keeping  as  many  Frigates  as  possible  roimd 
me ;  for  I  know  the  value  of  them  on  the  day  of  Battle  :  and 
compared  with  that  day,  what  signifies  any  Prizes  they  might 
take? 

I  yet  hope  to  get  hold  of  them  before  my  successor  arrives, 
then  ten  years  will  be  added  to  my  life.  Although  I  have  no 
particular  complaint,  my  general  constitution  has  sufiered 
much  the  last  winter,  and  I  ought  not,  in  justice  to  myself,  to 
encounter  another.  I  think  either  Sir  Roger  Curtis  or  Young* 
are  likely  to  come  here :  either  will  do  well ;  but  they  may 
leave  the  command  with  Sir  Richard  Bickerton.  Sir  John 
Orde  (Lord  Mark  Kerr*  says)  is  gone  to  succeed  Young  at  Ply- 
mouth. If  so,  he  is  either  coming  here,  or  going,  instead  of 
Pellew,  to  command  in  India ;  but  I  can  only  guess,  for  none 
of  them  write  me  news.  Your  sister  Emma,^  was  very  well 
June  23rd,  and  always  desires  to  be  remembered  to  you  and  to 
Macaulay ;  say  so  to  him.  I  send  you,  in  confidence,  a  copy 
of  my  letter  to  the  Admiralty  about  Monsieur  La  Touche: 
they  may  do  as  they  please,  I  care  not  Such  a  liar  is  below 
my  notice,  except  to  thrash  him,  which  will  be  done,  if  in  the 
power  of,  my  dear  Ball,  your  sincere  firiend. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

I  am  so  much  pleased  with  Mr.  M^Donough's  conduct  at 

■  Afterwards  Admiral  Sir  William  Young,  G.C.B.     Vide  vol.  i.  p.  88. 

*  Third  son  of  William  John,  fifth  Marquis  of  Lothian,  K.T. ;  and  Captain  of 
the  Fisgard,  which  had  lately  joined  Lord  Nelson  from  England :  he  died  a  Rear* 
Admiral  of  the  Red,  in  September  1840. 

*  Ladj  Hamilton. 
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Algiers  in  the  TermagaDt,  that  I  have  recommended  him  for 
Tripoli  in  the  room  of  your  friend^  who,  I  am  sure,  is  mifit 
for  that  place.     I  shall  write  the  Dey  of  Algiers  a  trimmer.* 


TO  CAPTAIN  WILLIAM  PARKER,  H.M.  SHIP  AMAZON. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Sir,  Victory,  at  Set,  19th  August,  1804. 

His  Majesty's  Ship  Amazon,  under  yom-  command,  being 
sent  to  Malta,  for  the  purpose  of  refitting  with  all  dispatch, 
and  as  the  different  Port  duties  might  materially  interfere  with 
your  constant  attention  to  the  more  important  service  of  com- 
pleting the  Amazon  for  sea,  I  would  recommend  your  allow- 
ing Captain  Schomberg  to  carry  on  the  Port  duty,  and  not 
give  yourself  the  trouble  of  interfering  with  it,  as  your  own 
concerns  will  afford  you  sufficient  employment     I  am,  &c 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  CAPTAIN  THE  HONOURABLE  GEORGE  ELLIOT,  H.M.  SHIP 

MAIDSTONE. 

[Order-Book.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  19tb  August,  1804. 

Whereas  it  is  my  intention  that  his  Majesty's  Ship  Maid- 
stone, under  your  command,  shall  proceed  to  England  with 
the  Convoy  from  Malta,  about  the  middle,  or  20th  September 
next,  or  earlier,  should  Captain  Schomberg  signify  to  you 
officially,  that  they  are  ready  for  that  purpose.  You  are 
hereby  required  and  directed  (when  Captain  Schomberg  shall 
signify  to  you,  as  above,  that  the  Trade  are  ready  to  proceed 
to  the  United  Kingdom,)  to  make  the  signal  for,  and  take  the 
whole  which  may  be  collected  from  the  different  Ports  in  the 
Adriatic,  Archipelago,  and  Sicily,  under  your  convoy  and 
protection,  and  proceed  with  them  as  expeditiously  as  pos- 
sible, consistent  with  their  safety,  to  Gibraltar,  taking  care  on 
your  passage  to  that  place  that  you  do  not  keep  too  near  to 
Algiers,  as  the  intentions  of  the  Dey  towards  us  may  not  be 
friendly.     On  your  arrival  at  Gibraltar,  you  will  consult  with 

•  Vide  p.  170,  post. 
M  2 
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• 

the  Senior  Officer  on  the  probability  of  getting  our  Trade 
from  Cadiz,  should  the  French  have  a  superior  force  in  that 
Port,  and  be  governed  by  his  instructions  on  the  subject  of 
calling  for  them  on  your  way  to  England,  as  it  is  impossible 
for  me,  at  this  distance,  to  fix  a  line  of  conduct  for  that  parti- 
cular service.  I  must,  therefore,  leave  it  to  the  discretion  of  the 
Senior  Officer  to  act  as  circumstances  may  render  necessary. 

You  will  take  such  Trade  as  may  be  at  Gibraltar,  whose 
Masters  are  ready  and  willing  to  avail  themselves  of  your  pro- 
tection, and  proceed  with  the  whole  of  them,  without  a  mo- 
ment's loss  of  time,  to  England,  (governing  yourself  with 
respect  to  our  Trade  at  Cadiz,  as  above-mentioned)  paying 
the  most  particular  attention  to  every  Vessel  under  your 
charge,  and  regulate  your  rate  of  sailing  with  that  of  the 
worst  going  Ship  of  your  Convoy,  in  order  that  none  of  them 
may  separate  firom  the  Maidstone,  or  fall  into  the  hands  of 
the  Enemy's  Privateers.  On  your  arrival  off  Plymouth,  you 
will  order  the  Trade  bound  for  Ireland,  or  the  Bristol  Chan- 
nel, to  put  into  Cawsand  Bay,  and  apply  to  the  Commanding 
Officer  at  that  place  for  convoy,  proceeding  with  the  Ships 
bound  for  London  to  the  Downs,  dropping  such  as  are  destined 
to  the  Ports  in  the  Channel  on  your  way  to  that  place.  On 
your  arrival  in  the  Downs,  you  will  immediately  acquaint  the 
Secretary  of  the  Admiralty,  and  transmit  to  him  an  account 
of  your  proceedings,  for  their  Lordships'  information,  and 
remain  there  for  further  orders. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

TO  RICHARD  BULKELEY,  ESQ.' 
[From  Clarke  and  M'Arthar,  vol.  ii.  p.  367.] 

[Apparently  abont  August  20th,  1804.] 

You  will  have  read  of  my  running  away  from  Mons.  La 
Touche ;  but,  as  I  have  written  to  the  Admiralty,  if  my  cha- 
racter is  not  established  by  this  time  for  not  being  apt  to  run 
away,  it  is  not  worth  my  while  to  put  the  world  right  I 
never  was  more  surprised  than  to  see  the  fellow's  letter ;  but 
the  next  French  paper  makes  a  sort  of  apology.     I  am,  &c 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

'  Vide  Tol.  u.  p.  44d. 
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TO  CAPTAIN  SUTTON,  H.  M.  SHIP  AMPHION. 
[From  Clarke  and  M'Arthur,  vol.  ii.  p.  367.] 

[About  August  20th,  1804.] 

I  have  every  reason  to  think,  that  if  this  Fleet  gets  fairlj  up 
with  Mons.  La  Touche,  his  letter,  with  all  his  ingenuity,  must 
be  different  from  his  last  We  had  fancied  that  we  had  chased 
him  into  Toulon ;  for  blind  as  I  am,  I  could  see  his  water- 
hne  when  he  clued  his  topsails  up,  shutting  in  Sepet;  but 
from  the  time  of  his  meeting  Captain  Hawker  in  the  Iris,  I 
never  heard  of  his  acting  otherwise  than  as  a  poltroon  and  a 
liar.*  Contempt  is  the  best  mode  of  treating  such  a  miscreant 
I  am,  &C. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

«  In  the  Memoir  of  Vice- Admiral  La  Tonohe  Treville,  published  in  the  Moniteur 
of  the  1st  of  September,  1804,  after  his  death,  (which  took  place  at  Toulon  on 
the  18th  of  August,)  it  is  said  that  he  commanded  the  Hermione  Frigate,  on  the 
Coast  of  America,  in  1780,  when  he  attacked  the  English  Frigate  Iris,  of  equal 
force,  and  that  the  Iris  only  owed  her  safety  to  superior  sailing,  which  enabled  her 
to  take  reftige  in  New  York.  The  facts,  however,  are  thus  stated  in  the  Log  of 
the  Iris: — 

*'  June  1780,  Wednesday  7  th,  Sandy  Hook,  West,  distance  28  Leagues.  Fresh 
breezes  and  cloudy  weather.  At  2  p.m.,  saw  a  strange  Sail,  and  gave  chase.  Fired 
•ereral  shot  at  her.  At  4  ditto,  she  ran  ashore  on  Long  Island.  Out  Boats,  and 
sent  them  on  board  the  Snow.  At  9,  shortened  sail  for  the  Snow.  }  past  a.m.  (?) 
saw  a  strange  Sail  to  the  Southward :  gave  chase.  At  0,  left  off  chasing  the  Brig. 
Chased  a  Sloop,  and  Schooner  Privateer,  to  the  Northward.  At  7,  saw  a  Frigate 
bearing  N.W.  Left  off  chasing  the  above  Vessels,  and  chased  the  Frigate.  Soon 
after,  she  tacked,  and  stood  towards  us.  Cleared  Ship  for  Action.  At  about  a  musket 
shot  she  hoisted  French  colours.  Proved  to  be  the  La  Hermione,  of  36  guns.  At 
9,  we  began  a  close  Action,  which  continued  an  hour  and  twenty  minutes,  when 
the  French  Frigate  made  sail  from  us,  with  all  the  Sail  she  could  make.  We  fol- 
lowed her  for  three-quarters  of  an  hour,  when  another  Sail  was  seen  ahead,  and  we 
were  obliged  to  haul  our  wind,  when  our  fore-topsail-yard  went  away,  and  being 
very  much  damaged  in  our  sails  and  rigging.  We  had  7  men  killed  and  9  wounded, 
and  among  the  latter  is  Lieutenant  Bourne,  of  the  Marines^  Employed  knotting, 
splicing,  and  reeving  running  rigging."  "  Thursday,  8th,  Fresh  breezes,  Sec.,  &c." 
"  Friday,  9th,  Ditto."  "  Saturday,  10th.  Inside  the  Hook.  Unbent  sails,  and 
moored  Ship." 

Captain  James  Hawker's  official  report  of  the  Action  has  not  been  found:  he  dis- 
tinguished himself  in  command  of  the  Hero,  of  74  guns,  in  the  Action  with  Admiral 
SuffWiin,  in  Porto  Praya  Bay,  in  April  1781,  and  died  in  1787. 
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TO  CAPTAIN  ROSS  DONNELLY,  H.M.  SHIP  NARCISSUS. 

[Order  Book.] 
Victory,  off  Cape  St.  Sebastians,  20th  Angast,  1804. 

Whereas  it  is  my  intention  to  try  every  possible  means  to 
induce  the  French  Fleet  at  Toulon  to  put  to  sea.  You  are 
hereby  required  and  directed  to  take  his  Majesty's  Ships 
named  in  the  margin^  under  your  command,  and  proceed  off 
the  West  end  of  PorqueroUe,  in  order  to  induce  the  Enemy 
to  get  to  the  Eastward,  as  it  is  my  intention  to  get  into  the 
Gulf  of  Lyons,  and  to  push  round  Cape  Sicie  the  first  favour- 
able wind.  Your  appearance  may,  therefore,  tempt  them  to 
come  out  and  stand  to  the  Eastward,  or  to  anchor  in  Hieres 
Bay,  which  may  afford  the  Squadron  under  my  command  an 
opportunity  of  bringing  them  to  Action. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  LADY  HAMILTON. 
[From  '*  Lord  Nelson's  Letters  to  Lady  Hamilton,"  toI.  ii.  p.  65.] 

Victory,  August  20th,  1804. 

My  dearest  Emma, 

The  Kent  left  us  three  days  ago ;  and,  as  the  wind  has  been 
perfectly  fair  since  her  departure,  I  think  she  will  have  a  very 
quick  passage,  and  arrive  long  before  this  letter.  But,  as  a 
Ship  is  going  to  Rosas,  I  will  not  omit  the  opportunity  of 
vnriting  through  Spain ;  as,  you  say,  the  letters  all  arrive 
safe.  We  have  nothing  but  gales  of  wind ;  and  I  have  had, 
for  two  days,  fires  in  the  cabin,  to  keep  out  the  very  damp 
air. 

I  still  hope  that,  by  the  time  of  my  arrival  in  England,  we 
shall  have  Peace.  God  send  it  1  I  have  not  yet  received  your 
muff;  I  think,  probably,  I  shall  bring  it  with  me.  I  hope, 
Davison  has  done  the  needful,  in  paying  for  the  alterations  at 
Merton.  If  not,  it  is  now  too  late  ;  and  we  will  fix  a  complete 
plan,  and  execute  it  next  summer.     I  shall  be  clear  of  debt, 

*  Fisgard,  Ambuscade,  Niger. 
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and  what  I  have  will  be  my  own.  God  bless  you  I  Amen. 
Amen.  Geoi|^  Elliot  goes  to  Malta,  for  a  Convoy  to 
England,  this  day.     If  you  ever  see  Lord  Minto,  say  so. 

Nelson  and  Bbontb. 


TO  WILLIAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ.,  ADMIRALTY. 

[OriginB],  in  the  Admiraltj.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  22nd  Angust,  1804. 

Sir, 

You  will  please  to  acquaint  the  Lords  Commissioners  of 
the  Admiralty,  that  agreeably  to  their  order  of  the  27th  June, 
I  liave  taken  Captain  the  Right  Honourable^  Lord  Mark 
Robert  Kerr,  and  his  Majesty's  Ship  Fisgard,  under  my  com- 
mand; and  in  further  obedience  to  their  Lordships  instructions 
communicated  to  me  in  your  letter  of  the  29th  of  the  said 
month,  I  have  sent  the  Maidstone  (being  very  much  in  want 
of  repairs)  to  Malta,  to  take  the  Trade  from  thence  and 
Gibrsdtar  to  England ;  and  as  the  Narcissus's  Gover's  gun-car- 
riages are  almost  rendered  useless,  and  she  cannot  be  supplied 
with  others  in  this  Country,  a  considerable  quantity  of  copper 
being  also  off  her  bottom,  and  otherwise  in  want  of  repairs, 
it  is  my  intention  to  send  her  in  a  few  days  to  Gibraltar,  to 
cruize  in  the  Gut  for  the  protection  of  our  Trade,  and  de- 
struction of  the  Enemy's  Privateers,  until  the  arrival  of  the 
Maidstone  and  Convoy  from  Malta,  when  I  shall  direct 
Captain  Donnelly  to  take  the  said  Trade,  together  with  such 
as  may  be  at  Gibraltar  and  Cadiz,  under  his  protection,  and 
proceed  with  them,  in  company  with  the  Maidstone,  to 
England. 

I  am  extremely  happy  that  their  Lordships  intend  sending 
out  Ships  of  the  Line  to  relieve  such  of  those  under  my 
command  as  are  in  want  of  repairs,  and  I  hope  they  may 
arrive  time  enough  to  enable  me  to  send  home  the  three 
Ships  named  in  the  margin,'  before  the  winter  sets  in,  as 
they  are  certainly  not  equal  to  meet  another  season  of  bad 
weather,  without  very  great  injury  to  their  hulls.  The  Officers 
of  Malta- Yard  having  informed  me  that  the  Arrow  cannot 

*  Superb,  Renown,  Triumph. 
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be  repaired  in  this  Country  on  account  of  her  tanks  and 
other  defects,  (which  they  interfere  with,)  it  is  my  intention 
to  send  her  to  England  in  the  Autumn,  with  the  next  Convoy 
after  the  Narcissus  and  Maidstone,  which  I  hope  will  meet 
their  Lordships'  approbation.     I  am,  &c., 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  ALEXANDER  DAVISON,  ESQ. 

[Autograph,  in  the  possession  of  Colonel  Davison.] 

Victory,  Angiist  22nd,  1804. 

My  dear  Davison, 
By  the  Spencer  yesterday  I  had  dear  Lady  Hamilton's 
letters  to  July  19th,  and  she  tells  me  that  you  have  wrote ; 
but  not  a  scrap  of  a  pen  comes  to  me.  I  have  not  heard  from 
you  these  six  months.  However,  I  shall  see  you  soon,  and 
then  all  these  things  will  be  explained,  and  my  only  hope  is 
to  make  a  finish  before  I  leave  this  truly  fine  Fleet.  I  dare  say. 
Monsieur  La  Touche  will  have  a  different  sort  of  letter  to  write, 
if  I  can  once  get  a  shake  at  him.  Whether  the  world  thinks 
that  I  ran  away  or  no,  is  to  me  a  matter  of  great  indifference. 
If  my  character  is  not  fixed  by  this  time,  it  is  useless  for  me  to 
try  to  fix  it  at  my  time  of  life.  There  will  be  many  trying  for 
this  Command,  and  as  I  see  I  have  voted  against  the  Ministry, 
I  can  have  no  right  to  expect  that  they  will  allow  me  to  return 
to  it.  I  hope  my  house  will  be  finished,  and  I  rely  that  you 
have  done  the  needful.  If  not,  I  shall  arrange  it  all  for  next 
year.  God  bless  you,  my  dear  Davison,  and  believe  me  ever, 
your  most  attaclied  and  affectionate  firiend. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

I  hope  Mr.  Marsden  will  take  care  that  I  am  not  kept  in 
Quarantine  whenever  I  may  arrive.  When  you  see  or  com- 
municate with  Lord  Moira,  remember  me  kindly  to  him ; 
and  from  my  heart  I  wish  him  every  felicity  of  which  the 
marriage'  state  is  capable — particularly  children  to  inherit  his 
virtues. 

'  Francis,  second  Earl  of  Moijpa,  married,  on  the  11th  of  July,  1804,  Flora  Moir 
Campbell,  Countess  of  Loudon  in  her  own  right. 
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I  cannot  venture  to  write  anything  public  by  the  Post 
through  Spain.  Tell  Mr.  Marsden  the  Spencer  joined  me  the 
19  th  day. 


TO  REAR-ADMIRAL  SUTTON.' 
[From  Clarke  and  M*Arthnr,  vol.  ii.  p.  382.] 

24th  August,  1804. 

The  Spencer  joined  the  19th,  from  Plymouth.     I  was  very 

glad  to  see  so  fine  a  Ship,  and  so  good  a  man  as  Captain 

Stopford.*     I  have  long,  my  dear  Friend,  made  up  my  mind 

never  to  be  tired ;  the  longer  the  happy  day  is  deferred,  still 

every  day  brings  it  nearer,  and  we  all  feel  that  the  day  will 

arrive ;  the  sooner  the  better  certainly,  or  I  shall  not  be  in  at 

the  death ;  for  I  have  every  reason  to  think  if  this  Fleet  gets 

fairly  at  Monsieur  La  Touche,  that  his  letter,  with  all   his 

ingenuity,  must  be  different  from  his  last.       I   have    sent 

White,   who  is  a  treasure,  to    the   good  Commissioner.      I 

am,  &c.. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

TO  THE  EARLt)F  CARYSFORT. 

[From  Clarke  and  M'Arthur,  vol.  ii.  p.  384.] 

August  24th,  1804. 

Granville,'  my  dear  Lord,  is  a  very  fine  young  man,  and 
now  you  must  try  and  get  him  the  two  next  steps.  Com- 
mander and  Post,  for  until  that  is  done,  nothing  substantial 
is  effected ;  then  the  whole  glory  of  our  Service  is  opened  to 
him.  As  an  Officer,  I  am  of  no  party,  and  from  my  heart  I 
believt  that  all  the  different  parties  are  composed  of  honourable 
men,  and  men  of  great  abilities.     I  do  not  understand  the 

*  Afterwards  Admiral  Sir  John  Sutton,  K.C.B.,  so  frequently  mentioned :  he  died 
in  August  1825. 

•  The  present  Admiral  the  Honourable  Sir  Robert  Stopford,  G.C.B.,  G.C.M.G., 
GoTemor  of  Greenwich  Hospital. 

'  The  Honourable  Granville  Leveson  Proby,  third  son  of  John  Joshua,  first 
Earl  of  Carysfort,  was  made  an  Acting  Lieutenant  of  the  Royal  Sovereign,  by  Lord 
Nelson,  on  the  Ist  of  August  1804,  and  in  October  exchanged  into  the  Narcissus : 
he  is  now  (184d)  a  Bear- Admiral  of  the  Blue. 
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least  of  the  Defence  Bill,  further  than  that  it  is  good  to  have 
as  large  a  regular  Army  as  possible,  and  in  the  quickest  way ; 
and  I  hope  Lord  Moira  thought  so  too.  I  have  the  very 
highest  opinion  of  his  honour  and  abilities  as  a  Soldier.  Mr. 
Pitt  is  a  host  of  strength  in  himself.  The  Powers  on  the 
Continent  are  a  set  of  dirty  fellows ;  and  I  do  not  believe,  if 
every  person  of  all  parties  were  in  Administration,  that  they 
would  be  able  to  move  those  Powers  to  either  assist  us,  or 
support  their  own  honour.  If  they  do  ever  go  to  war  with 
France,  I  hope  it  will  be  for  themselves,  and  not  to  involve  us 
in  their  quarrels.     I  am,  &c.. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  HIS  HIGHNESS  THE  DEY  OF  ALGIERS. 

[From  a  Copy,  fonnerly  in  the  possession  of  the  late  Adam  Bromilow,  Esq. 
**  Saturday,  25th  August.  Noon.  Royal  Sovereign,  Triumph,  Excellent,  and  Belle- 
isle  parted.  Three  Men-of-War,  bearing  £.  b  S.,  which  proved  French,  close  in 
with  Cape  Sicie These  Ships  rejoined  in  the  evening." — Victory* s  Log,'\ 

Victory,  August  26th,  1804. 

Sir, 

I  have  received  your  Highness's  letter  of  July  6th,  and  as  it 
appears  that  my  great  attentions  to  your  Highness  seem  not 
to  have  made  all  the  impression  they  ought  to  have  done,  I 
therefore,  now  state  to  your  Highness  my  unalterable  senti- 
ments and  determination,  which  must  be  complied  with  before 
I  ever  send  an  English  Consul  to  Algiers. 

The  English  Vessel  the  Ape,  or  her  value,  shall  be  restored 
before  any  Consul  lands.  With  respect  to  El  Veloce,  your 
Highness  knows  that  it  has  been  proved  that  her  whole  cargo 
was  French  property,  and  that  not  one  farthing  of  itff  value 
belonged  either  to  you,  or  any  of  your  Subjects,  and  if  any  one 
has  told  your  Highness  to  the  contrary,  they  have  told  you  a 
falsehood.  His  Britannic  Majesty,  my  Royal  Master,  con- 
descended to  write  you,  that  the  cargo  was  condemned  by  the 
acknowledged  laws  of  all  Nations  for  being  Enemy  s  property. 
I  am,  therefore,  much  surprised  at  your  Highness  renewing 
this  subject 

No  Consul  will  ever  enter  into  this  matter;  it  is  finished, 
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and  the  legal  captors  have  received  the  amount  I  have  done 
all  in  my  power  to  please  your  Highness,  but  I  must  now 
inform  you  that  I  shall  never  send  to  Algiers  again  about  the 
Consul,  for  I  do  not  understand  being  trifled  with;  your 
Highness  may  send  me  your  sentiments  when  and  how  you 
please.     I  am,  your  Higlmess's  most  obedient  Servant, 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  CAPTAIN  ROSS  DONNELLY,  H.  M.  SHIP  NARCISSUS. 

[Order-Book.] 

Vietorj,  at  Set,  27th  Angast,  1804. 

You  are  hereby  required  and  directed  to  receive  my  dis- 
patches for  the  Dey  of  Algiers,  and  proceed  with  them  to  that 
place  in  his  Majesty's  Ship  under  your  command,  without  a 
moment's  loss  of  time;  and  as  the  intentions  of  the  Dey  are 
very  doubtful,  and  may  be  hostile  towards  us,  you  will  take 
the  necessary  precaution  to  anchor  the  Narcissus  well  out  of 
reach  of  their  guns  and  batteries,  until  you  have  sent  a  Boat 
with  an  Officer  on  shore,  and  are  assured  of  their  peaceable 
disposition.     You  will  then  land,  and  send  my  letter  to  the 
Dey  immediately  through  his  Ministers,  who  I  desire  you 
will  acquaint  with  my  astonishment  at  the  Dey's  conduct  aiier 
all  the  conciliatory  measures  I  have  taken  on  his  account  with 
our  Government     In  the  event  of  the  Dey's  wishing  a  per- 
sonal interview,  you  will  wait  upon  him,  but  by  no  means  on 
your  part  desire  it ;  and  in  such  case,  you  will  express  to  him 
in  the  strongest  manner,  my  astonishment  at  his  conduct,  as 
before-mentioned.   I  herewith  transmit  you  a  copy  of  my  letter 
to  the  Dey,  for  your  guidance  in  this  mission,  and  desire  you 
will  govern  yourself  agreeably  to  the  spirit  of  the  said  letter. 
Having  remained  at  Algiers  twenty-four  hours,  you  will  pro- 
ceed immediately,  with  such  letter  or  other  information  as 
you  may  receive  from  the  Dey,  to  Gibraltar,  and  deliver  them 
to  Commissioner  Otway,  to  be  transmitted  to  me  by  the  first 
opportunity;  and  afterwards  put  yourself  under  the  command 
of  Captain  Sir  Robert  Barlow  of  the  Triumph,  and  follow  his 
orders  for  your  further  proceedings. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 
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TO  CAPTAIN  SIR  ROBERT  BARLOW,"  H.M.  SHIP  TRIUMPH. 

[Order-Book.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  27th  August,  I80L 

You  are  hereby  required  and  directed  to  proceed  imme- 
diately, with  his  Majesty's  Ship  Triumph  under  your  com- 
mand, to  Gibraltar ;  and  on  your  arrival  there,  you  will  use 
every  dispatch  in  woolding  and  securing  the  foremast,  and 
also  in  strengthening  the  mainmast,  if  necessaiy  to  put  them 
in  a  proper  state  for  a  short  period  of  service  ;  but  you  are  on 
no  account  whatever  to  take  out  either  your  fore  or  main 
mast  at  Gibraltar;  or  to  give  the  Triumph  any  kind  of  refit, 
which  may  take  the  stores  from  that  Arsenal,  but  such  as  may 
be  absolutely  necessary  for  temporary  service.     Having  secured 
your  foremast,  &c.  you  will  proceed  outside  the  Straits  (taking 
care,  previous   to   your  leaving   Gibraltar,   to  acquaint   the 
Merchants  at  Cadiz  and  Malaga,  that  a  Convoy  will  sail  for 
England  very  early  in  October,  in  order  that  they  may  be 
ready  to  avail  themselves  of  its  protection,)  and  cruize  in  such 
a  situation  as  you  may  think  most  likely  to  insure  the  safety 
of  a  Convoy  hourly  expected  from  England.     But  should  you 
judge  that  the  Triumph's   presence  in   Cadiz   would   more 
efiectually  protect  them  from  L'Aigle,  or  any  of  the  Enemy's 
small  Cruizers  which  may  be  there,  you  are  at  liberty  to  put 
in  there,  and  remain  until  you  shall  learn,  or  are  satisfied,  that 
the  said  Convoy  has  entered  the  Straits,  and  safe  arrived  at  Gib- 
raltar, when  you  will  return  to  that  place,  bringing  with  you 
the  Trade,  and  such  money  as  the  Merchants  at  Cadiz  may 
have  to  send  to  England,  if  they  are  ready  to  accompany  you. 
Having  directed  the  Captains  of  the  Narcissus  and  Maidstone 
to  follow  yoiu*  orders  for  their  fiirther  proceedings,  you  will 
take  them  under  your  command  accordingly ;  and  it  is  my 
positive  directions  that  the  former  is  not  allowed  to  take  out 
her  bowsprit,  or  get  any  repairs  whatever  at  Gibraltar,  but 
such  as  may  really  be  wanted;  and  you  will  be  very  careful 
not  to  take  any  more  stores  or  provisions  in  the  Ships  under 


*  Sir  Robert  Barlow  died  an  Admiral  of  the  Red,  and  a  Knight  Grand  Cross  of 
the  Bath,  in  May]  843. 
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your  orders  than  may  be  necessary  for  the  passage ;  and  so 
soon  as  the  Maidstone  arrives  with  the  Trade  from  Malta, 
(which  I  expect  will  be  about  the  latter  end  of  next  month, 
or  early  in  October,)  you  will  proceed  with  the  whole  Convoy 
from  Malaga,  Gibraltar,  Malta,  and  Cadiz,  as  expeditiously 
as  possible,  consistent  with  their  safety,  through  the  Straits, 
and  accompany  them  till  they  are  round  Cape  St  Vincent, 
and  clear  of  L'Aigle,  when  you  will  direct  Captain  Donnelly 
to  continue  on  with  the  whole  of  them  (taking  care  to  regu- 
late his  rate  of  going  with  that  of  the  worst  sailing  Vessel  in 
his  Convoy,)  till  it  shall  be  deemed  proper  for  the  Trade 
bound  to  Ireland  and  the  Bristol  Channel  to  part  company, 
when  you  will  order  him  to  make  the  signal  for  that  piupose  ; 
and  as  the  Maidstone  is  in  a  very  bad  state,  and  not  equal  to 
encounter  a  winter's  gale,  direct  Captain  Donnelly  to  proceed 
with  the  before-mentioned  Trade  in  the  Narcissus,  and  send 
the  Maidstone  on  with  the  rest  of  them  to  the  Downs ;  in- 
structing the  Honourable  Captain  Elliot  to  drop  such  as  are 
bound  to  Ports  in  the  Channel  on  his  way  up,  and  to  inform 
the  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty  with  his  arrival  and  proceed- 
ings, and  wait  at  that  anchorage  for  their  Lordships'  further 
orders.  And  when  the  Narcissus  shall  have  seen  the  Trade 
under  her  protection,  for  Ireland  and  the  Bristol  Channel,  in 
safety  to  their  destination,  you  will  order  him  to  proceed  to 
Spithead,  and  acquaint  the  Admiralty,  as  above-mentioned. 
With  respect  to  the  mode  of  getting  the  Trade  from  Cadiz,  and 
such  money  as  the  Merchants  may  have  to  send  to  England 
by  the  Triumph,  I  must  leave  it  entirely  with  you  to  deter- 
mine upon,  and  act  as  circumstances  may  render  necessary, 
as  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  give  an  opinion,  and  therefore  I 
must  desire  you  will  adopt  the  most  advisable  measure  for  this 
purpose ;  and  after  having  seen  the  whole  of  the  Convoy  safe 
round  Cape  St.  Vincent,  and  given  the  necessary  orders  to 
Captain  Donnelly,  as  before  mentioned,  you  will  proceed  with 
the  utmost  possible  dispatch,  in  his  Majesty's  Ship  Triumph 
under  your  command,  to  Spithead ;  and  on  your  arrival  there, 
acquaint  the  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty,  and  transmit  to  him 
an  account  of  your  proceedings,  for  their  Lordships'  informa- 
tion, and  remain  at  that  anchorage  for  their  further  orders. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 
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TO  CAPTAIN  SIR  ROBERT  BARLOW,  H.  M.  SHIP  TRIUMPH. 

[Order-Book.] 

[Apparentlj  about  27th  August,  1804.] 

Memorandum. 
Having  received  information  that  the  Enemy  have  two 
large  Row-boat  Privateers  at  Malaga,  which  have  done  con- 
siderable destruction  to  our  Trade,  it  is  my  directions  that 
you  send  the  Narcissus,  immediately  on  her  arrival  at  Gibral- 
tar, to  cruize  off  that  place  and  Cape  de  Gatte,  until  the  arrival 
of  the  Maidstone  and  Convoy  from  Malta,  for  the  purpose  of 
their  greater  security,  and  the  destruction  of  the  said  Row- 
boats,  calling  occasionally  at  Europa  Point,  to  obtain  informa- 
tion of  the  Maidstone's  arrival,  or  any  orders  you  may  leave 
for  him. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  WILLIAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ.,  ADMIRALTY. 
[Original,  in  the  Admiralty.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  27th  August,  1804. 

Sir, 
I  herewith  transmit  you  copies  of  Acting  Orders  which  I 
have  given  to  the  two  gentlemen  named  in  the  margin,'  in 
the  room  of  the  Lieutenants  therein  mentioned,  who  have 
been  invalided,  which  I  request  you  will  be  pleased  to  Jay 
before  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  for  their 
information ;  and,  at  the  same  time,  acquaint  their  Lordships 
that  Mr.  Woodin*  is  the  son  of  a  very  old  and  faithful  servant 
of  the  Country,  who  was  Master  with  Lord  Hood  for  a  con- 
siderable time,  and  has  since  been  appointed  Master- Attendant 
at  Gibraltar.  He  is  a  very  worthy,  good  man,  and  his  services 
will,  I  trust,  induce  their  Lordships  to  promote  his  son  (who 
was  in  the  Vanguard  with  me  in  the  action  of  the  Nile,  and 
has  always  conducted  himself  with  great  propriety)  to  the 
rank  of  Lieutenant     In  consequence  of  the  Purser  of  the 

*  Mr.  Alexander  Dixie,  Mr.  John  Woodin. 

*  Lieutenant  John  Woodin  was  appointed  to  the  Belleisle,  and  was  killed  in  that 
Ship  at  Trafalgar. 
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Narcissus  being  invalided,  I  have  appointed  Mr.  ChenowetE 
of  the  Cameleon  to  that  Ship,  and  Mr.  John  M^Arthur  of  the 
Victory  to  supersede  him  in  the  last  mentioned  Ship,  which  I 
hope  win  meet  their  Lordships*  approbation.     I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  LORD  HAWKESBURY. 

[From  Clarke  and  M'ArUmr,  toL  ii.  p.  884.] 

August  27th,  1804. 

The  deplorable  state  of  the  finances  in  the  Island  of  Sar- 
dinia, has  been  represented  to  me  not  only  by  the  Viceroy, 
but  also  by  all  the  Governors,  &c.  Not  one  of  their  few 
Soldiers  has  been  paid  for  years,  nor  a  Governor  or  Officer. 
The  Forts  are  going  to  ruin ;  there  is  not  a  gun-carriage  fit 
to  bear  a  gun,  and  their  Gallies  are  to  be  laid  up,  from  the 
impossibility  of  even  purchasing  provisions  for  them.  In 
short,  my  Lord,  Sardinia  is  gone,  if  the  French  make  a 
landing ;  not  from  their  regard  to  the  French,  for  I  am  sure 
the  greater  part  hate  them,  but  the  Islanders  must  be  released 
from  their  present  miserable  condition.  I  wrote  to  Lord 
Hobart  fully  upon  the  necessity  of  keeping  the  French  out  of 
it ;  for  even  should  they  take  a  temporary  possession,  how  is 
Toulon  to  be  watched  ?  and  great  difficulty  would  be  found 
in  getting  a  Convoy  either  to  or  from  Malta.  I  have  said 
enough  to  your  Lordship's  intelligent  mind ;  and  if  it  is  not 
lost  before  I  have  the  honour  of  seeing  you,  I  think  I  can 
satisfy  your  Lordship  of  the  absolute  necessity  of  having 

Sardinia  open  to  us.     I  am,  &c., 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

TO  HIS  EXCELLENCY  HUGH  ELLIOT,  ESQ. 
[Autograph,  in  the  Elliot  Papers.] 

Victory,  August  28th,  1804. 

My  dear  Sir, 

Since  I  received  your  letter,  by  the  Kent,  we  have  had  a 

severe  gale  of  wind,  and  have  been  blown  under  St.  Sebastians, 

from  whence  I  only  got  back  on  Saturday  the  26th,  on  which 

day  I  examined  Toulon  myself.     Twenty  Ships  of  War  are  in 
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the  Outer  Road  of  Toulon :  nine  certainly — I  believe  ten — 
are  of  the  Line  ;  the  rest  Frigates  and  large  Corvettes,  besides 
Brigs,  &c.  &c.  In  the  Inner  Harbour,  one  Ship  of  the  Line 
and  a  Frigate.  Monsieur  La  Touche's  flag  was  not  flying  on 
board  Ship,  but  we  suppose  he  was  up  on  Cape  Sepet  with 
his  flag,  directing  any  movements  which  he  might  think  ne- 
cessary. The  Kent  left  me  for  England  on  the  17th,  and 
yesterday  the  Triumph  and  Narcissus  for  the  same  place. 
Maidstone  is  gone  to  Malta  for  a  Convoy,  and  from  thence  to 
carry  them  to  England.  The  Spencer  seventy-four  has  joined 
me  from  Plymouth,  and  the  Fisgard  Frigate.  The  Renown 
is  ordered  to  be  sent  home,  and  then  Superb  :  indeed,  I 
expect  every  day  the  Ships  to  relieve  them. 

It  is  not  upon  my  own  account,  but  that  I  may  be  able  to 
answer  for  my  conduct  to  the  Admiralty,  that  I  must  ask  this 
question  of  the  King  of  Naples* — viz.,  do  you  think  your 
situation  requires  the  constant  presence  of  an  English  Ship  of 
the  Line  at  Naples  ?  His  Majesty  and  the  Queen  know  that 
I  would  sooner  fight  the  Enemy's  Fleet  with  an  inferior  force, 
than  have  them  in  the  least  uneasy  ;  but  Ministers  may  not 
always  think  as  their  attached  Nelson  and  Bronte  does : 
therefore,  my  dear  Sir,  you  will  see  the  necessity  I  am  under 
of  repeatedly  asking  the  same  question ;  and  I  beg  that  the 
answer  may  be  direct  to  the  point,  that  if  I  go  (and  if  I  do  not 
go  before  next  winter,  I  shall  never  go)  to  England,  that  my 
successor  may  not  have  the  power  of  taking  the  Ship  from 
Naples,  without  the  King's  consent  first  obtained. 

I  have  wrote  to  Lord  Melville  my  desire  to  return  to  this 
Command  in  March,  or  April,  if  I  am  removed ;  but  the 
Administration  may  have  so  many  other  Admirals  looking  to 
them,  that  I  may  very  possibly  be  laid  upon  the  shelf.  I 
dare  not  presume  to  think  that  with  all  my  zeal  and  attach- 
ment to  their  Sicilian  Majesties,  that  I  am  of  sufficient  im- 
portance for  the  King  to  express  his  wish  to  England  for  my 
return.  That  must  be  for  him  to  consider ;  and  if  he  thinks 
proper  to  do  it,  nothing,  I  suppose,  but  a  letter  to  his  brother 
George  can  do  it,  and  that  must  not  go  through  me,  but 
through  his  Minister  Castelcicala.     I  have  to  thank  your  £x- 

«  Vide  p.  219,  post. 
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cellency  for  news  firom  Berlin,  &c.  &c.  I  yet  hope  that 
Europe  will  be  roused.  On  August  11th,  I  see  Buonaparte 
was  upon  the  Coast,  and  it  was  thought  the  attempt  upon 
England  would  no  longer  be  deferred.  We  have  reports  firom 
Leghorn ;  but  I  believe  no  credit  is  to  be  given  to  them  of 
an  Action  in  the  Channel,  destruction  of  Gun-Boats,  &c.  &c. 

August  30th,  Noon. — Close  in  with  Toulon  :  all  safe,  and 
looking  very  smart.  I  am  ever,  my  dear  Sir,  your  Excellency's 
most  faithful  and  obliged  Servant, 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  HIS  EXCELLENCY  HUGH  ELUOT,  ESQ. 

[Autogrmpb,  in  the  Elliot  Papers.] 

Victory,  August  28th,  IBO-l. 

My  dear  Sir, 
Before  our  friend  Dr.  Scott  leaves  the  Mediterranean,  he  is 
very  anxious  to  pay  his  respects  in  the  hot-bed  of  diplomacy, 
and,  joking  apart,  to  pay  his  respects  to  you.  He  is  very 
much  in  my  friendship,  and  confidence,  to  a  certain  extent. 
He  has  heard  so  much  of  the  King  and  Queen  of  Naples 
and  the  Royal  Family,  that  if  he  could  be  presented  to  them 
in  private,  as  belonging  to  me,  the  Doctor  would  be  very 
much  gratified,  and  I  own  it  would  please  me.  Both  Admiral 
Murray  and  good  Captain  Hardy  have  suffered  by  this  con- 
stant being  at  sea :  they  are  neither  of  them  in  good  health. 
I  beg  my  best  respects  to  Mrs.  Elliot,  and  believe  me  ever, 
my  dear  Sir,   your  Excellency's  most  faithful  and  obliged 

Servant, 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  CAPTAIN  PARKER,  H.M.  SHIP  AMAZON. 

[From  a  Copy  in  the  Nelson  Papers.     This  letter  was  written  while  the  Amazon 
was  refitting  at  Malta.] 

Victory,  August  28th,  1804. 

My  dear  Parker, 

I  hope  you  are  making  haste  to  join  me,  for  the  day  of 
Batde  cannot  be  far  off,  when  I  shall  want  every  Frigate; 
for  the  French  have  nearly  one  for  every  Ship,  and  we  may 

vol.  vl  n 
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as  well  have  a  Battle  Royal— Line-of-Batde  Ships  opposed  to 
Ships  of  the  Line,  and  Frigates  to  Frigates;  bat  I  am  satisfied 
of  your  exertions ;  and  be  assored  that  I  am  ever  fiiithfhDy 
yomiB, 

Nelsosi  ahd  BaoirrBi 


TO 


'From  Clarke  and  M* Arthur,  vol.  ii.  p.  3-^3,  who  suie  that  Lord  Nelson,  heof 
mnch  hnrt  at  an  insinoation  which  had  been  thrown  out  by  some  Mereantile  nn. 
of  his  having  favoured  some  Merchants  more  than  others,  sent  the  folloving  letter 
to  one  of  their  Chairmen.] 

Angui^,  1S(M. 

I  can  imagine  no  circumstance  that  could  possibly  influeoce 

me,  as  a  British  Admiral,  to  grant  more  particular  protection 

to  one  British  Merchant,  in  preference  to  another ;  all  are 

equally  entitled  to  the  protection  of  his  Majesty's  Ships,  and 

if  my  own  brother  were  in  your  situation,  I  should  scold  him 

most  sincerely  for  venturing  to  suppose  that  any  influence 

would  make  me  unjust     I  am,  &c.. 

Nelson  and  Bronts. 


TO  NATHANIEL  TAYLOR,  ESQ^  NAVAL  STOREKEEPER,  MALTA. 

[From  a  Copy  in  the  Nelson  Papers.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  *28th  August,  ISOi- 

Sir, 
On  my  directing  you,  by  letter  of  the  14th   May  last,  to 
proceed  to  Naples,  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  canvas  and 
cordage,  &c,  for  the  Fleet  under  my  command,  it  is  perfectly 
clear  that  the  instructions  therein  contained,  authorized  and 
directed  you  to  procure  these  articles  upon  the  best  and  most 
reasonable  terms,  (giving  a  preference  to  Mr.  James,  for  the 
reasons  therein  mentioned)  and  to  draw  bills  for  the  payment 
thereof  on  the  Navy  Board.     This  I  took  for  granted  you 
had  done,  until  I  received  a  letter,  a  few  days  ago,  from  Mr. 
James,  wherein  he  charges  two  and  a  half  per  cent,  upon  the 
amount  of  the  whole  purchase.     This  being  a  measure  so  very 
extraordinary  and  unusual,  (as  I  consider  you  the  purchaser, 
and  him,  Mr.  James,  the  Merchant  of  whom  the  articles  were 
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procmed,)  that  I  must  desire  you  will  transmit  copies  of  the 

agreement  you  may  have  made  with  Mr.  James,  as  well  as  of 

every  paper  relative  thereto,  as  I  cannot  suppose  you  went  to 

Naples  without  settling  a  fixed  price  upon  every  article,  and 

the  mode  of  payments  by  bills  upon  the  Navy  Board,  as 

directed ;  and  therefore  the  charge  of  two  and  a  half  per 

cent,  appears  to  me  an  imposition  on  Government,  which  I 

cannot  submit  to.     The  Captain  of  any  of  his  Majesty's  Ships 

could  have  purchased  Stores  for  the  Fleet  (if  I  had  not  thought 

you  the  most  proper  person  for  that  service)  without  a  charge 

of  any  per  centage  whatever  being  made  ;  and  I  do  venture 

to  assert,  that  in  every  instance  where  purchases  are  made  on 

Government  account,  the  bills  given  for  the  payment  thereof 

include  every  charge.     I  must,  therefore,  desire  your  answer 

to  this  by  the  very  first  Vessel  coming  from  Malta,  with  a 

copy   of  the   agreement  and  papers   before   mentioned.     I 

am,  &C. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  JOHN  JAMES,  ESQ^  HIS  MAJESTY'S  PRO-CONSUL,  NAPLES. 

[From  a  Copy  in  the  Nelson  Papers.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  20th  Augast,  1804. 

Sir, 
Rear- Admiral  Murray  having  transmitted  to  me  your  letter 
of  the  26th  ultimo,  with  the  duplicate  account  of  stores 
therein  mentioned,  purchased  by  Mr.  Taylor  from  you,  and 
sent  in  the  Termagant  for  the  use  of  the  Fleet  under  my 
command,  and  as  I  consider  Mr.  Taylor,  his  Majesty's  Store- 
keeper at  Malta,  the  purchaser,  and  you  the  Merchant  of 
whom  the  Stores  before  alluded  to  were  bought,  I  cannot 
help  expressing  my  astonishment  at  observing  in  the  said 
accounts,  not  only  a  Custom-House  charge  and  agio  on  the 
ducat,  but  also  a  commission  of  two  and  a  half  per  cent  on 
the  whole  amount.  I  must,  therefore,  request  that  you  will 
transmit  me  a  copy  of  the  agreement  or  contract,  which  Mr. 
Taylor  may  have  entered  into  with  you,  and  other  papers  rela- 
tive thereto,  in  order  that  I  may  most  fully  understand  the 
transaction,  which  at  present  I  do  not ;  for  my  idea  of  pur- 
chases is,  that  if  I  agree  with  a  Merchant  to  deliver  me  a  cer- 

n2 
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tain  quantity  of  goods  on  board  any  Ship,  or  otherwise,  at  a 

certain  price,  I  consider  that  that  price  includes  everything, 

and,  therefore,  I  protest  against  the  two  and  a  half  per  cent., 

and  desire  the  business  may  be  put  a  stop  to  for  the  present 

I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

P»S. — As  the  cordage  of  every  description  is  charged  to  the 
Board  of  his  Majesty  Navy,  in  fathoms,  the  rope  you  sent  on 
Board  the  Kent  and  Termagant  ought  also  to  have  been  in 
fathoms. 


TO  SIR  WILLIAM  BOLTON,  COMMANDER  OF  H.  M.  SLOOP 

CHILDERS. 

[Order-Book.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  30th  August,  1804. 

You  are  hereby  required  and  directed  to  proceed  to  Barce- 
lona in  his  Majesty's  Sloop  Childers,  under  your  command, 
vnth  all  dispatch  (using  the  necessary  precaution  in  commu- 
nicating with  the  shore,  previous  to  your  anchoring  the  said 
Sloop)  and  deliver  my  letter  to  Mr.  Gibert,  his  Majesty's  Pro- 
Consul  at  that  place,  and  receive  from  him  such  letters,  papers, 
&C.  as  he  may  have  for  mc.  Having  so  done,  you  will  make 
the  best  of  your  way  to  Rosas,  and  deliver  my  letter,  herewith 
transmitted,  to  Mr.  Edward  Gayner,  Merchant  at  that  place, 
who  will  give  you  such  letters  and  papers,  as  he  may  have  for 
me,  with  any  Political  information  he  may  be  able  to  obtain, 
with  which  you  will  return  and  join  the  Squadron  on  Ren- 
dezvous No  102,  where  you  will  find  me,  or  orders  for  your 
further  proceedings ;  and  as  I  am  exceedingly  anxious  for  in- 
formation from  England,  and  also  with  respect  to  the  Political 
state  of  Spain,  I  must  desire  that  this  service  is  performed 

without  a  moment's  loss  of  time. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 
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TO  LADY  HAMILTON. 

[From  "  Lord  Nelson's  Letters  to  Lady  Hamilton,"  vol.  ii.  p.  67.] 

Victory,  Angast  dlst,  1804 — say  30th,  at  Evening.     Therefore  I 
wrote,  in  fact,  this  day,  through  Spain. 

My  ever  dearest  Emma, 

Yesterday,  I  wrote  to  you,  through  Spain ;  this  goes  by 
Naples.  Mr.  Falconet,  I  think,  will  send  it;  although,  I  am 
sure,  he  feels  great  fear  from  the  French  Minister,  for  having 
anything  to  do  with  us.  Mr.  Greville  is  a  shabby  fellow  I  It 
never  could  have  been  the  intention  of  Sir  William,  but  that 
you  should  have  had  seven  hundred  pounds  a  year,  neat 
money ;  for,  when  he  made  the  Will,  the  Income  Tax  was 
double  to  what  it  is  at  present ;  and  the  estate  which  it  is 
paid  from  is  increasing  every  year  in  value.  It  may  be  law, 
but  it  is  not  just;  nor  in  equity  would,  I  believe,  be  consi- 
dered as  the  will  and  intention  of  Sir  William.  Never  mind  ! 
Thank  God,  you  do  not  want  any  of  his  kindness ;  nor  will 
he  give  you  justice  I 

I  may  fairly  say  all  this ;  because  my  actions  are  different, 

even  to  a  person  who  has  treated  me  so  ill.     As  to ,  I 

know  the  frdl  extent  of  the  obligation  I  owe  him,  and  he  may 
be  useful  to  me  again ;  but  I  can  never  forget  his  unkindness 
to  you.  But,  I  guess,  many  reasons  influenced  his  conduct, 
in  bragging  of  his  riches,  and  my  honourable  poverty ;  but, 
as  I  have  often  said,  and  with  honest  pride,  what  I  have  is 
my  own;  it  never  cost  the  widow  a  tear,  or  the  Nation  a 
farthing.  I  got  what  I  have  with  my  pure  blood,  from  the 
Enemies  of  my  Country.  Our  house,  my  own  Emma,  is  built 
upon  a  solid  foundation ;  and  will  last  to  us,  when  his  house 
and  lands  may  belong  to  others  than  his  children.  I  would  not 
have  believed  it,  from  any  one  but  you  !  But,  if  ever  I  go 
abroad  ^ain,  matters  shall  be  settled  very  differently.  I  am 
working  hard  with  Gibbs  about  Bronte,  but  the  calls  upon  me 
are  very  heavy.  Next  September,  I  shall  be  clear ;  I  mean, 
September  1805.  I  have  wrote  to  both  Acton  and  the  Queen 
about  you.  I  do  not  think  she  likes  Mr.  Elliot ;  and,  there- 
fore, I  wish  she  had  never  shown  him  my  letters  about  you. 
We  also  know  that  he  has  a  card  of  his  own  to  play.  Dr. 
Scott,  who  is  a  good  man — although,  poor  fellow  I  very  often 
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wrong  in  the  head — ^is  going  with  Staines,  in  the  Cameleon, 
just  to  take  a  peep  at  Naples  and  Palermo.  I  have  intro- 
duced him  to  Acton,  who  is  very  civil  to  everybody  fix)m  me. 
The  Admiralty  proceedings  towards  me,  you  will  know  much 
sooner  than  I  shall.  I  hope  they  will  do  the  thing  hand- 
somely, and  allow  of  my  return  in  the  Spring ;  but  I  do  not 
expect  it.  I  am  very  uneasy  at  your  and  Horatia  being  on 
the  Coast;  for  you  cannot  move,  if  the  French  make  the 
attempt;  which,  I  am  told,  they  have  done«  and  been  re- 
pulsed.    Pray  God,  it  may  be  true  1 

I  shall  rejoice  to  hear  you  and  Horatia  are  safe  at  Merton ; 
and  happy  shall  I  be,  the  day  I  join  you.  Gannam  Justem. 
Gaetano  is  very  grateful  for  your  remembrance  of  him.  Mr. 
Chevalier  is  an  excellent  servant  William  says,  he  has  wrote 
twice :  I  suppose  he  thinks  that  enough.  This  is  written 
within  three  miles  of  the  Fleet  in  Toulon,  who  are  looking 
very  tempting.  Kind  regards  to  Mrs.  Cadogan,  Charlotte, 
&c.  and  compliments  to  all  our  joint  friends;  for  they  are 
no  friends  of  mine,  who  are  not  friends  to  Emma.  God  bless 
you,  again  and  again!  Captain  Hardy  has  not  been  very 
well ;  and  I  fancy.  Admiral  Murray  will  not  be  sorry  to  see 
England,  especially  since  he  has  been  promoted he  ex- 
pects his  flag  may  be  up.  God  bless  you,  my  dearest  Emma, 
and  be  assured  I  am,  &c. 


TO  CARDINAL  DESPUIG. 

[From  Clarke  and  M'Arthur,  vol.  ii.  p.  385.] 

AoguBt,  1804. 

Having  always  paid  the  greatest  attention  to  your  Brother 
Cardinals,  and  to  the  Sovereignty  of  the  Pope,  particularly  in 
1798,  when  I  saved  them  from  Naples,  and  in  1799,  when  a 
British  Naval  Officer  under  my  orders  hoisted  the  Papal 
colours,  and  hauled  down  the  French,  upon  the  Castle  of  St 
An^clo,  I  therefore  send  (although  I  am  sure  no  British 
Officer  requires  such  an  order)  an  order  for  every  Officer 
under  my  command  to  pay  your  Eminence  all  the  respect 
due  to  your  high  rank,  and  also  to  give  you  every  facility  in 
their  power  to  forward  the  successful  termination  of  your 
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voyage :  and  if  I  can  be  useful  in  sending  your  Eminence  to 

Italy,  only  tell  me  so,  and  I  shall  be  happy  in  the  opportunity 

of  assuring  your  Eminence  with  what  respect  I  am,  your  most 

obedient  servant, 

Nelson  and  Brontb. 


TO  CAPTAIN  THOMAS  STAINES,  ESQ^  H.M.  SLOOP  CAMELEON. 

[Order-Book.] 

Yictory,  at  Se«,  1st  September,  1B04. 

Most  secret 
You  are  hereby  required  and  directed  to  proceed  without 
a  moment's  loss  of  time  in  his  Majesty's  Sloop  Cameleon, 
under  your  command,  through  the  Faro  of  Messina  into  the 
Adriatic,  and  cruise  and  search  for  the  numerous  French 
Privateers  which  infest  that  sea,  as  you  will  observe  by  the 
enclosed  list  You  will  call  occasionally  at  Trieste,  Pirano, 
Fiume,  Ragusa,  and,  in  short,  at  aiiy  place  not  occupied 
by  the  French,  where  you  may  possibly  gain  information, 
except  Ancona  and  Manfredonia :  both  these  last-mentioned 
places  appear  to  require  great  caution  in  approaching  their 
harbours,  you  will,  therefore,  act  with  respect  thereto  as  from 
circumstances  may  be  proper.  As  the  object  of  the  service 
you  are  to  be  employed  on,  is  secret  and  confidential,  you 
will  conceal  it  from  any  Senior  Officer  you  may  fall  in  with, 
and  also  from  our  Consuls,  acquainting  them  that  you  expect 
dispatches  either  for  me,  or  orders  to  meet  you  at  the  place, 
&C.  &c.,  which  will  regulate  your  future  conduct;  consequently, 
your  stay  in  the  Adriatic  and  time  of  leaving  it,  will  also 
remain  with  yourself.  In  the  event  of  your  being  applied  to 
take  Convoy,  except  from  Trieste  to  Venice,  or  a  similar 
distance,  which  will  only  employ  the  Cameleon  for  a  few 
hours,  you  will  on  no  account  do  so,  stating,  as  a  reason,  that 
you  are  employed  on  a  particular  service,  and  expect  orders 
or  dispatches  for  mc,  and  therefore  cannot  divert  from  it  a 
moment ;  but  in  this  your  judgment  will  point  out  what  may 
be  most  proper ;  and  I  am  led  to  hope  from  your  disguising 
the  Cameleon,  added  to  the  known  abilities  and  perseverance 
which  has  on  all  occasions  marked  your  conduct,  that  your 
present  visit  to  the  Adriatic  will  clear  that  place  of  the 
Privateers  before  alluded  to. 
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The  Enemy's  Vessels  which  you  may  capture  can  be  sent 
into  any  of  the  Austrian  Ports,  or  certainly  into  Corfu,  until 
you  return  to  Malta,  when  you  will  take  any  Convoy  from  the 
Adriatic,  which  may  be  ready  to  proceed  to  Valetta  Harbour, 
under  your  protection.  I  herewith  transmit  you  a  copy  of  a 
letter  from  Captain  Raynsford,  of  the  Morgiana,  which  will 
enable  you  to  form  a  judgment  how  to  act,  together  with  an 
order  to  prevent  any  Senior  Officer  from  interfering  with 
you,  or  to  demand  a  sight  of  this,  which  is  most  secret. 

I  hope  the  state  of  the  Cameleon,  in  every  respect,  will 
enable  you  to  continue  on  this  service  in  the  Adriatic  until 
the  end  of  October,  when  you  will  return  to  Malta,  and  deliver 
the  accompanying  order  to  the  Officers  of  that  Yard,  which 
will  enable  you  to  make  her  complete,  and  fit  for  any 
future  service.  In  the  execution  of  these  instructions  I  rely 
with  confidence  on  your  judgment  and  exertions,  and  must 
leave  it  for  you  to  act  as  from  circumstances  of  information 
you  may  judge  best  for  the  destruction  of  the  Enemy's 
Privateers. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  THE  CAPTAIN   OR  COMMANDER  OF  ANY  OF  HIS  MAJEST\  *S 

SHIPS  OR  VESSELS  WHO  MAY  FALL  IN   WITH   HIS  MAJESTY'S 

SLOOP  CAMELEON. 

[Order-Book.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  Ist  September,  1804. 

You  are  hereby  required  and  directed  on  no  account  to 
interfere  with  Captain  Staines,  or  to  demand  a  sight  of  his 
Orders,  which  are  most  secret^  unless  from  particular  circum- 
stances it  may  be  judged  necessary,  in  which  case  you  are  to 
keep  them  most  inviolably  secret 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  CAPTAIN  ROBERT  PETTET,  H.  M.  SLOOP  TERMAGANT. 

[Order-Book.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  Ist  September,  1804. 

You  are  hereby  required  and  directed  to  proceed  without 
a  moment's  loss  of  time  in  his  Majesty's  Sloop  Termagant, 
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ander  your  command,  to  Palermo,  and  deliver  my  secret 
dispatches  herewith  transmitted  to  Captain  Staines  of  the 
Cameleon,  passing  through  the  Straits  of  Bonifaccio,  on  your 
way  to  the  above  mentioned  place  (but  on  no  account  to 
anchor  at  Madalena).  Should  the  Cameleon  not  have 
arrived  at  Palermo,  you  will  wait  there  for  Captain  Staines, 
and  receive  from  him  such  letters,  &c.  as  he  may  have 
brought  from  Naples;  and  afterwards,  remain  at  Palermo 
three  days  for  such  dispatches  as  Sir  John  Acton  and  Mr. 
Gibbs  may  have  to  send  to  me.  Having  waited  at  Palermo, 
and  received  the  letters,  &c.,  as  above  mentioned,  you  will 
return  and  join  me  with  all  possible  expedition,  passing  to 
the  Southward  of  Sardinia,  in  order  to  get  your  Westing,  and 
join  me  on  Rendezvous  No.  102,  where  you  will  find  the 
Squadron,  or  orders  for  your  further  proceedings.  Should 
you  be  forced  to  the  Westward  as  far  as  Minorca,  and  as  Cape 
St  Sebastians  is  not  far  out  of  your  way,  it  is  possible  the  Fleet 
may  be  there :  you  will,  consequently,  judge  the  propriety  of 
passing  through  Rendezvous  No.  97. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  CAPTAIN  ROBERT  RAYNSFORD,  H.M.  SLOOP  MORGUNA. 

[From  a  Copy  in  tlie  Admiralty.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  2nd  September,  1804. 

Sir, 
I  have  received  your  letters  of  the  29th  and  30th  July,  to- 
gether with  the  several  inclosures  which  accompanied  them, 
and  I  have  great  satisfaction  in  expressing  my  full  and  entire 
approbation  of  every  part  of  your  conduct,  as  mentioned  in 
your  foresaid  letters.  With  respect  to  the  line  of  conduct 
necessary  to  be  observed  with  the  Enemy's  Privateers,  imder 
similar  circumstances,  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  name  any 
precise  mode  of  proceeding ;  for  if  the  laws  of  Neutrality  are 
not  adhered  to,  and  enforced  by  the  Powers  in  amity  with  all 
the  world,  it  will,  I  fear,  if  remonstrances  are  not  attended  to 
by  those  Powers,  become  necessary  to  destroy  the  Enemy's 
Privateers  wherever  they  may  be  found.  But  this  measure 
must  not  be  resorted  to  until  proofe  of  misconduct  on  the  part 
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of  our  Enemies  have  been  made  manifest  In  that  case,  I  am 
clearly  of  opinion,  that  on  the  spot  where  the  breach  of 
Neutrality  has  been  committed  by  the  French,  the  Enemy  has 
no  right  to  claim  the  protection  of  Neutrality,  if  he  should  be 
overpowered.  I  am  sure  it  is  the  furthest  from  the  wish  of  our 
Government  to  break  the  Neutrality  of  any  State,  although  the 
French  may ;  but  it  is  no  longer  a  Neutral  spot,  if  the  French 
are  permitted  to  commit  hostilities  against  us.     I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  CAPTAIN  VINCENT,  H.  M.  SLOOP  ARROW. 

[From  "  The  Naval  Chronicle,"  vol.  xvii.  p.  278.] 
Sir^  Victory,  at  Sea,  2nd  September,  1804. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  8th  of  August  last,  with 
the  several  enclosures  therein  mentioned,  and  very  highly  ap- 
prove of  your  complying  with  Mr.  Foresti's  request  in  convey- 
ing his  dispatches  to  Venice,  and  landing  the  Russian  courier 
at  that  place.  I  am  very  much  obliged  by  the  information 
contained  in  your  said  letter  and  enclosures ;  and  particularly 
satisfied  with  the  whole  of  your  proceedings.  With  respect 
to  the  line  of  conduct  necessary  to  be  observed  in  the  de- 
struction of  the  Enemy's  Privateers,  I  must  beg  to  remark  to 
you  the  same  as  I  have  done  to  Captain  Raynsford — viz.,  "  It 
is  impossible  for  me,"  &c.  [Vide  p.  185,  ante.]     I  am,  &c.. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  CAPTAIN  PHIUP  LAMB,  RESIDENT  AGENT  OF  TRANSPORTS, 

MALTA. 

[Letter -Book.] 
Sir,  Victory,  at  Sea,  2nd  September,  1804. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  20th  ultimo,  transmit- 
ting, for  my  information,  the  state  of  the  Transports  and 
Prisoners  of  War,  under  your  charge.  I  am  perfectly  satis- 
fied with  your  ready  acquiescence  in  every  point  of  service, 
and  I  am  equally  so,  that  your  future  attention  to  the  good 
and  interest  of  his  Majesty's  Service  in  your  department,  will 
be  unremitting.     I  am,  &c.. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 
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TO  LIEUTENANT  HARDING  SHAW,  COMBiANDINO  H.  M.  BRIG 

SPIDER. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Victory,  tl  Sea,  2nd  September,  1804. 

Sir, 
I  have  received  your  letters  of  the  9th  July  and  20th 
ultimo :  the  former  acquainting  me  with  the  detention  of  the 
Ragusa  Brig,  Madonna  del  Rosario,  from  Canea,  Island  of 
Candia,  bound  to  Marseilles,  with  oil ;  and  the  latter  ques- 
tioning the  existence  of  a  British  Consul  at  Canea,  by  the 
name  of  Bertrand,  who  it  appears  had  signed  some  of  the 
said  Vessel's  papers  as  such,  observing,  at  the  same  time,  that 
it  might  be  to  the  advantage  of  our  Crulzers  to  ascertain  this 
&ct,  and  to  permit  your  going  there  for  that  purpose.  In 
answer  thereto,  I  hope  the  concealed  papers  you  mention, 
and  other  circumstances,  may  determine  the  Judge  of  the 
Vice- Admiralty  Court  at  Malta  to  deem  her  a  legal  prize ; 
but  I  cannot  see  the  necessity  of  your  proceeding  to  Canea, 
for  the  purpose  stated  in  your  said  letter,  as  there  is  no  doubt 
that  you  will  be  able  to  ascertain  the  fact  from  Sir  Alexander 
Ball,  who  must  know  all  the  British  Consuls,  and  from  any 
Vessel  arriving  at  Malta  from  that  place,  or  Merchant  who 
may  have  correspondents  at  Canea.     I  am,  &c., 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  CAPTAIN  CHARLES  MARSH  SCHOMBERG,  H.M.  SHIP  MADRAS. 

[Letter- Book.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  2nd  September,  1804. 

Dear  Sir, 
I  am  sorry  to  observe  that  his  Majesty's  Ship  Madras, 
under  your  command,  bears  a  Lieutenant  more  than  her 
established  complement,  in  consequence  of  Lieutenant  Isaac 
StruttV  being  invalided  as  belonging  to  that  Ship,  and  from 
the  report  of  survey  on  the  said  Lieutenant,  stating  him  as  one 
of  her  proper  Officers,  I  appointed  Mr.  Charles  Royer  in  his 
room,  without  adverting  to  the  circumstance  of  Lieutenant 

'  He  died  a  Lieutenant,  about  1823. 


188  LETTERS.  [1804. 

Strutt's  having  belonged  to  the  Donegal^  and  exchanged 
duties  with  Mr.  Sej^mour/  who  was  appointed  to  the  Madras 
in  the  room  of  Lieutenant  Coltman,  invalided  from  that  Ship 
on  the  14th  January  last,  and  afterwards  succeeded  by  Lieu- 
tenant Adderley,*  appointed  by  the  Admiralty.  This  late  ap- 
pointment of  Mr.  Adderley's,  led,  in  the  first  instance,  to  the 
mistake  ;'and  the  suffering  Lieutenant  Strutt,  of  the  Donegal,  to 
be  invalided  from  the  Madras,  when  in  fact  he  ought  to  have 
been  retumedto  his  proper  Ship,  or  discharged  firom  the  Service 
on  Lieutenant  Adderley's  joining,  has  led  to  a  subsequent  one. 
But  we  must  endeavour  to  get  rid  of  it  the  best  way  we  can, 
and,  therefore,  I  have  enclosed  an  Acting-Order  for  Mr.  Royer, 
in  the  room  of  Lieutenant  Waller,  and  request  you  will  be  so 
good  as  date  the  said  order  the  day  after  Mr.  Waller  may  be  in- 
valided, and  acquaint  me  therewith,  that  I  may  also  date  the 
copy  in  my  possession.     I  am,  with  much  regard,  dear  Sir,  &c.. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  CAPTAIN  CH ARISES  MARSH  SCHOMBERG,  H.  M.  SHIP  MADRA& 

[Letter-Book.] 

Victorv,  at  Sea,  2ud  September,  1804. 

Sir, 
Lord  Elgin  having  requested  through  Sir  Alexander  Ball 
that  I  would  allow  a  Ship  to  call  at  Cerigo,  to  bring  from 
thence  to  Malta  some  marble  antiquities,'  and  as  I  am  per- 
fectly disposed  to  meet  his  Li>rdship's  wishes  on  this  occasion, 
I  am  to  desire  you  will  send  a  small  Transport  to  Cerigo,  with 
the  first  Convoy  going  up  the  Levant,  and  leave  her  there,  for 
the  purpose  of  receiving  the  antiquities  before-mentioned  on 
board  (provided  it  is  a  safe  place  for  her  to  remain  at)  till  the 
return  of  the  Convoy,  when  you  will  direct  the  Officer  in 
charge  thereof  to  call  at  Cerigo,  and  bring  the  Transport  with 
his  Lordship's  antiquities  on  board,  safe  under  his  protection 
to  Malta,  when  Sir  Alexander  Ball  will  direct  the  disposal  of 
them ;  and  if  it  is  intended  to  send  them  to  England,  you  will 
give  the  necessary  orders  accordingly.     I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

'  Vide  vol.  V.  p.  415.  ■  Now  Captain  Arden  Adderley. 

'  The  Elgin  Marbles,  now  in  the  British  Museum. 
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TO  MAJOR  LOWE. 
[Antograph,  in  the  possession  of  Josish  French,  Esq.] 

Victory,  September  6th,  1804. 

Dear  Sir^ 
I  have  been  favoured  with  your  letter  of  August  21st,  and 
Stephano  Scapero  shall  be  sent  to  Comte  Revel,  viho  I  have 
also  wrote  to  upon  the  subject,  assuring  him  that  it  was  un- 
designedly Captain  Morati  enlisting  him ;  but  Captain  M. 
has  trusted,  as  Comte  Revel  writes  me,  unfaithful  people  in 
the  environs  of  Sapire  to  recruit  for  him.  Considering  upon 
what  tender  ground  the  recruiting  is  upon  everywhere,  we 
should  be  very  guarded  in  our  conduct,  and  not  commit  the 
only  Power  who  overlooks  our  recruiting  in  their  Dominions. 
I  am  sure  your  orders  have  been  correct  I  am,  dear  Sir, 
wishing  you  every  success  in  completing  your  Corps,  your  very 

feithful  servant. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  MAJOR-GENERAL  VILLETTES,*  MALTA. 
[Autograph,  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  M.  M.  Hollo  way.] 

Victory,  September  6th,  1804. 

My  dear  General, 
Scapero  is  received,  and  I  have  wrote  to  Comte  Revel, 
that  if  the  man  is  not  really  a  deserter,  he  may  be  re- 
turned. But,  in  fact,  the  Sardinian  Government  allowing 
our  recruiting  at  Madalena,  is  such  an  act  of  kindness  in 
them  (when  none  of  the  Great  Powers  will  permit  it)  as 
demands  all  our  attention  with  respect  to  the  consequences 
of  giving  up  this  Sardinian  ;  it  is  but  an  act  of  common  jus- 
tice, as  they  give  up  all  ours.  And,  to  say  the  truth,  1  had 
rather  that  not  one  Corsican  or  Italian  was  raised,  if  it  is  to 
be  at^the  expense  of  perhaps  losing  double  the  number  of 
English  Seamen;  for  such  is  the  love  for  roaming  of  our 
men,  that  I  am  sure  they  would  desert  from  heaven  to  hell, 
merely  for  the  sake  of  change. 

*  Of  this  Officer,  some  account  will  be  found  in  toI.  i.  p.  378.  He  died  a  Lien- 
tenant-General,  while  commanding  the  Forces  in  Jamaica,  on  the  I3th  of  July 
1808,  aged  &4.  A  Memoir  of  him  is  given  in  the  GenUeman's  Magazine,  vol. 
Ixzix.  part  L  p.  297,  and  part  ii.  p.  798. 
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I  should  be  very  sorry  if  the  few  Recruits  we  get  for  the 
Marines,  should  interfere  with  recruiting  for  the  Army.  I 
never  wish  to  see  an  Italian  recruit  If  they  come,  I  must 
receive  them ;  but  I  give  no  encouragement  to  the  raising 
Italians.  Good  Germans  I  cannot  have  any  objections  to. 
If  the  Russians  continue  increasing  their  Naval  Force  in 
this  Country,  I  do  not  think  the  French  will  venture  to  the 
Eastward ;  therefore,  I  rather  expect  they  will,  as  the  year 
advances,  try  to  get  out  of  the  Straits;  and  should  they  accom- 
plish it  with  7000  Troops  on  board,  I  am 'sure  we  should  lose 
half  our  West  India  Islands,  for  I  think  they  would  go  there, 
and  not  to  Ireland.  Whatever  may  be  their  destination,  I 
shall  certainly  follow,  be  it  even  to  the  East  Indies.  Such  a 
pursuit  would  do  more,  perhaps,  towards  restoring  me  to 
health  than  all  the  Doctors ;  but  I  fear  this  is  reserved  for 
some  happier  man.  Not  that  I  can  complain ;  I  have  had  a 
good  race  of  glory,  but  we  are  never  satisfied,  although  I 
hope  I  am  duly  thankful  for  the  past ;  but  one  cannot  help, 
being  at  sea,  longing  for  a  little  more.  La  Touche  has  given 
me  the  slip — he  died  of  the  colic ;  perhaps  Buonaparte*8,  for 
they  say  he  was  a  rank  Republican.  Dumanoir  is  the  Rear- 
Admiral  at  present  in  Toulon.  God  bless  you,  my  dear 
General,  and  believe  me  ever,  your  much  obliged  friend. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  REAR-ADMIRAL  SIR  RICHARD  BICKERTON,  BART. 

[From  Clarke  and  M'Arthur,  vol.  ii.  p.  386.   "  Thursday,  6th  September.  6  a.m. 
Parted  H.  M.  Ships  Boyal  Sovereign,  Spencer,  Leviathan,  Excellent,  Belleisle, 

Thunder,  and  Acheron Out  all  reefs  of  the  topsails.    At  9*45,  wore  and  stood 

in  for  Toulon  under  all  sail  with  the  Starboard  Division,  except  the  Spencer. 
Niger  rejoined.  Mustered  at  quarters :  Larboard  Division  in  the  offing.  Squadron 
in  Company.  At  Noon,  Cape  Sicie  North,  eight  leagues,  p.m.  At  l'4d,  shortened 
sail,  tacked,  and  hove  to.  At  2*45,  made  sail  on  the  larboard  tack.  At  d'IO»  set 
royals.  Joined  H.M.  Ships  Boyal  Sovereign,  Spencer,  Belleisle,  Excellent,  Leviathan, 
Thunder,  and  Acheron." — Victory's  Log^] 

Victory,  September  6th,  1804. 

I  shall  Stand  inshore  with  the  Starboard  Division,  and  I 
therefore  desire  you  to  keep  your  present  position.  I  shall 
come  back  again  in  the  evening,  merely  wishing  to  take  a 
look  who  are  out;  for  I  think  they  will  now  push  to  the 
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Westward,  and  if  they  should  get  oat  of  the  Straits,  I  am  of 
opinion  they  will  try  for  the  West  Indies,  and  then,  with 
7000  Troops,  fiurewell  our  Islands.     I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  SIR  ALEXANDER  JOHN  BALL,  BART^  MALTA.' 
[Antognpb,  in  the  possesaion  of  Sir  William  Keith  Ball,  Bart.] 
My  dear  Ball,  victory,  September  0th,  1804. 

Many  thanks  for  your  kind  letter  of  August  20th.     I  am 
sensible  of  your  partiality  for  me ;  but  I  cannot  bring  myself 

*  Of  this  ahle  OflBcer,  the  following  brief  notice  will  probably  be  read  with  in- 
terest. Alter  seeing  much  service,  including  Lord  Rodney's  Action  in  1782,  Captain 
Ball  obtained  Post  Rank  in  1783 ;  and  having  gone  to  France  during  the  Peace,  he 
met  Nelson  at  St.  Omer^s,  in  November  of  that  year,  where,  as  bas  been  already 
observed,  they  imbibed  a  mutual  dislike  for  each  other.  (Vol.  i.  p.  88.)  The 
remarkable  manner  in  which,  after  an  interval  of  many  years,  their  friendship 
commenced,  has  also  been  stated,  (vol.  iii.  p.  21.)  and  it  has  been  shown  that 
Captain  Ball  greatly  distinguished  himself  at  the  Battle  of  the  Nile,  in  command  of 
the  Alexander.  In  October  1708,  he  was  placed  by  Lord  Nelson  in  command  of  the 
Squadron  blockading  Malta,  and  "  at  the  request  of  the  Chief  of  the  contending  fac- 
tions in  that  Island,  he  mediated  between  them,  succeeded  in  restoring  harmony,  and 
by  his  wise  and  conciliatory  conduct,  secured  the  confidence  of  the  Maltese  people. 
He  presided  over  their  councils,  organized  the  government,  and,  with  singular  zeal 
and  energy,  directed  the  operations  of  the  native  battalions."  At  the  request  of  the 
Maltese,  his  Sicilian  Majesty  appointed  him  Governor  of  Malta;  and  though  he 
joined  Lord  Nelson  in  the  Alexander,  in  May  1700,  he  soon  after  returned  to  the 
government  of  Malta,  at  the  earnest  desire  of  the  inhabitants.  In  March  1801, 
Captain  Ball  was  superseded  at  Malta  by  Major-General  Pigot,  the  Commander  of 
the  Forces;  and,  in  June  following,  his  eminent  services  were  rewarded  by  a 
Baronetcy,  previously  to  which  he  had  obtained  permission  to  wear  the  Cross  of 
Commander  of  the  Order  of  St.  Ferdinand  and  Merit,  and  of  the  Order  of 
Malu.  By  the  Treaty  of  Amie'ns,  the  Island  of  Malta  was  to  revert  to  the  Order 
of  St.  John  of  Jerusalem,  and  Sir  Alexander  Ball  was  sent  to  Malta  as  British 
Plenipotentiary,  where  he  was  received,  on  his  arrival  in  August  1H02,  with  the 
strongest  demonstrations  of  gratitude  and  affection.  Soon  after,  the  Civil  Oo- 
Temment  of  the  Island  was  temporarily  placed  in  his  hands ;  and,  in  1803,  he  was 
confirmed  as  his  Majesty's  Commissioner  for  the  Civil  Affairs  of  Malta.  In  1805, 
he  obtained  the  rank  of  Rear-Admiral,  and  in  1807,  was  ordered  to  hoist  his 
Flag,  and  carry  on  the  Naval  duties  of  the  harbour  of  Valet ta,  in  conjunction  with 
those  of  Civil  Oovemor.  Sir  Alexander  Ball  died  at  Malta,  a  Rear-Admiral  of  the 
White,  on  the  25th  of  October  1800,  aged  02,  deeply  lamented  by  all  to  whom  he  was 
known ;  and  more  especially  by  the  Maltese,  who,  from  bis  paternal  care,  and  kind- 
ness of  heart,  had  bestowed  upon  him  the  appellation  of  their  "  father."  The  high 
opinion  which  Nelson  entertained  of  his  talents,  is  shown  by  his  correspondence ; 
and  a  publication  of  a  Memoir  of  his  Services,  including  a  selection  from  his  Letters, 
would  establish  his  right  to  an  elevated  position  among  the  Naval  Worthies  of  his 
Country.  To  his  only  son,  Sir  William  Keith  Ball,  Bart.,  the  Public  are  indebted 
for  some  of  the  most  interesting  Letters  in  this  Work. 
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to  suppose  but  that  one  half  of  the  Admirals  on  the  list  will 
perform  the  duty  of  the  Mediterranean  Command  as  well,  at 
least,  as  myself;  and  if  the  other  half  of  the  Admirals'  list  was 
to  hear  of  my  vanity  they  would  think  me  a  fool ;  but  be  that 
as  it  may,  I  am  very  far  from  well.  At  the  same  time  if  I  was 
to  get  better,  nothing  could  please  me  so  much  as  returning 
to  this  Command ;  but  I  have  no  interest  and  another  will 
come,  and  I  think  very  probably  Orde,  or  Curtis — Young 
seems  fixed  at  Plymouth.  With  respect  to  Mr.  Fagan,  you 
sent  me  Admiral  Murray's  letter  instead  of  his,  (but  I  can 
assure  you  I  have  not  read  it)  I  have  heard  Mr.  Fagan  well 
spoken  of  by  several  of  our  travelling  gentry,  and  I  carried 
him  from  Naples,  and  returned  him  to  Leghorn ;  but  if  I  had 
interest,  I  must  know  more  of  his  services  than  I  can  recollect 
at  present,  and  what  remuneration  an  Artist  can  claim  from 
Government  I  know  not.  He  wants,  I  fancy,  to  be  Consul 
and  Agent  at  Civit^  Vecchia  and  Rome,  which  Mr.  Dennis 
has  been  long  appointed  to.  The  Vice-Consul  at  Girgenti 
has  much  greater  claims  upon  the  Government  than  Mr. 
Fagan,  and  both  you  and  I  ought  to  exert  ourselves  to  get 
him  a  small  pension  as  Vice-Consul ;  but  of  his  merits  you 
know  even  more  than  I  do.  I  have  read  the  account  of 
the  Marquis  Dasserto.  I  never  intended  to  hold  any  com- 
munication with  him.  I  considered  him  as  a  French  spy,  and 
for  that  reason  referred  him  to  Diplomatic  characters,  if  he 
had  anything  to  communicate.  Mr.  Elliot  wanted  to  send  me 
some  good  Frenchmen,  to  go  ashore,  and  to  get  me  informa- 
tion. My  [answer]  to  all  these  oflTers  [is],  *  I  can  be  told 
nothing  of  any  consequence  to  me ;  but  a  copy  of  the  French 
Admiral's  orders ;  when  he  is  to  put  to  sea,  and  where  he  is 
destined  to,  is  the  only  useful  information  I  can  care  about  I 
can  see  the  number  and  force  at  Toulon  any  day  I  please,  and 
as  for  the  names  of  the  Captains  or  Admirals,  I  care  not  what 
they  are  called ;'  therefore,  as  you  may  suppose,  I  have  none 
of  these  *good  Frenchmen'  about  me.  I  will  direct  the  Agent 
of  Transports  to  send  a  Vessel  to  Cerigo  with  the  first  Convoy 
destined  into  the  Levant  for  Lord  Elgin's  things,  if  she  vnll 
lay  in  safety  there,  and  one  of  our  Ships  shall  call  for  her 
upon  her  return.  I  wish  I  had  any  Sloops  of  War ;  but  you 
have  them  all  to  the  Eastward,  and  at  Gibraltar  the  Childers 
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is  the  only  one  I  can  call  upon.    The  Termagant  is  going  to 
Gibraltar  to  be  hove  down.     I  wrote  to  the  Admiralty  until  I 
am  tiied^  and  they  have  left  off  answering  those  parts  of  my 
letters.     The  late  Admiralty  thought  I  kept  too  many  to  the 
Eastward  of  Sicily;  the  Smyrna  folks  comphun  of  me,  so  do 
the  Adriatic,  so  ^ey  do  between  Cape  de  Gatte  and  Gib- 
raltar.    But  all  I  have  are  to  the  Eastward,  as  by  list 
Bittern,  Arrow,  Halcyon,  Sophie— Gibraltar. 
Morgiana,  Termagant — going  to  heave  down. 
Seahorse,  Childers — between  the  Fleet  and  Spain. 
Renard — September  20th,  found  bad ;  gone  to  Gibraltar  to 
heave  down. 
Spider,  Hirondelle,  Cameleon — gone  to  the  Adriatic. 
If  I  had  them,  I  do  assure  you  not  one  of  them  should  go 
Prize  hunting :  that  I  never  have  done ;  and  to  this  day,  I 
can  solemnly  assure  you,  that  I  am  a  poorer  man  than  the  day 
I  was  ordered  to  the  Mediterranean  Command,  by  upwards  of 
£1000 ;  but  money  I  despise,  except  as  it  is  useful,  and  I  expect 
my  Prize-money  is  embarked  in  the  Toulon  Fleet.     I  should 
think,  now  the  Russians  are  getting  so  large  a  Naval  Force 
mto  the  Mediterranean,  that  the  Toulon  Fleet  will  not  think  of 
going  to  the  Eastward.   I  should  rather  think  the  West  Indies 
more  likely  for  them  to  succeed  in.      Suppose  this   Fleet 
escapes,  and  gets  out  of  the  Straits,  I  rather  think  I  should 
bend  my  course  to  the  Westward ;  for  if  they  carry  7000  men 
•—with  what  they  have  at  Martinico  and  Guadaloupe — St. 
Lucia,  Grenada,  St.  Vincent,  Antigua,  and  St  Kitts  would 
&11,  and,  in  that  case,  England  would  be  so  clamorous  for 
Peace,  that  we  should  humble  ourselves.     What  do  you  think? 
Tell  me.     I  have  weighed  Ireland  against  the  West  Indies. 
With  me  the  latter  throws  the  beam  up  to  the  ceiling ;  but  I 
Hiay  be  wrong.     It  is  at  best  but  a  guess,  and  the  world  attaches 
wisdom  to  him  that  guesses  right.     I  wish  I  could  see  you 
in  Sardinia;  for  if  we  do   not  manage   to  have  it,  France 
^U ;  and  what  shall  we  do  then  ?     I  have  wrote  a  last  letter 
upon  the  importance  of  it ;  but  I  dare  say  my  opinions  are 
thrown  aside,  as  either  ignorant  or  impertinent :  so  be  it    God 
bless  you,  my  dear  Ball,  and  ever  be  assured  that  I  am  your 

most  feithful  friend. 

Nelson  and  Bbonte. 

VOL.  VL  o 
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TO  JOHN  TURNBULL,  ESQ.,  CHAIRMAN  OF  THE  BRITISH 
MERCHANTS  TRADING  TO  THE  MEDFTERRANEAN. 

[From  a  Copy  in  the  Nelson  Papers.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  7th  September,  1804. 

Sir, 

I  have  received  through  Mr.  Higgius,  Merchant  at  Malta, 
your  letter  without  date,  stating  that  some  little  delay  has 
been  experienced  at  that  place,  by  the  Merchant  Vessels 
arriving  from  England,  bound  to  Ports  in  the  Adriatic  and 
Levant,  being  obliged  to  wait  in  Valetta  Harbour  for  Con- 
voy. In  answer  to  which,  I  herewith  transmit  you  a  letter 
from  Captain  Schomberg,  of  the  Madras,  dated  the  7th  Octo- 
ber 1803,  which  will  show  my  general  desire  that  every  pos- 
sible protection  is  to  be  afforded  the  Trade  bound  to  and 
from  the  Adriatic  and  Levant,  &c.  I  might  also  transmit 
you  several  extracts  of  my  letters  and  orders  to  Captain  Cra- 
craft  of  the  Anson,  and  other  Officers  employed  in  the 
vicinity  of  Malta,  on  the  same  subject,  but  do  not  judge  it 
necessary,  as  I  am  satisfied  that  my  instructions  on  that  head 
have  been  as  fully  executed  as  possible  ;  and  it  will  ever  be  my 
particular  desire  to  expedite  our  Trade  to  its  destination,  and 
protect  it  to  the  utmost  of  my  power  from  falling  into  the 
hands  of  the  Enemy, 

I  have  to  observe  on  the  subject  of  the  Enemy's  numerous 
Privateers  and  Row-Boats,  who,  in  violation  of  every  known 
law  of  Neutrality,  capture  our  Trade  under  the  very  forts 
which  ought  to  protect  them,  that  the  conduct  of  those  Pirates 
has  been  fully  stated  to  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Ad- 
miralty, and  that  I  have,  in  the  meantime,  adopted  the  most 
effectual  measures  in  my  power  for  their  destruction.  Mr. 
Higgins's  application  to  the  Senior  Officer  at  Malta,  respecting 
Convoys,  will  always  meet  with  due  attention.     I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 
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TO  WILLLUtf  MARSDEN,  ESQ.,  ADMIRALTY. 
[OrifiBftl,  in  the  Adminltj.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  8th  September,  1804. 

Sir, 
I  herewith  transmit  you  copies  of  two  letters  from  Captain 
Raynsford  of  the  Morgiana,  dated  the  29th  and  30th  of  July 
last,  together  with  copies  of  his  letter  of  the  27  th  June,  and  a 
list  of  Privateers  alluded  to  in  his  first-mentioned  letter,  which 
you  will  please  to  lay  before  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the 
Admiralty  for  their  information ;  and  also  a  copy  of  my  answer 
thereto,  dated  the  2nd  instant,  which  also  accompanies  this. 
Their  Lordships  will  observe,  by  Captain  Raynsford's  before- 
mentioned  letters,  the  piratical  proceedings  of  the  Enemy's 
Privateers  in  the  Adriatic,  and  the  necessity  of  making  such 
remonstrances  with  the  Imperial  Court,  as  may  prevent  similar 
robberies  under  their  forts  in  future.  I  must  here  beg  to 
observe  that  the  conduct,  not  only  of  the  Morgiana,  but  also 
of  all  the  Vessels  of  War  employed  in  the  Adriatic  and 
Levant,  has  been  such  as  merits  my  warmest  thanks,  and 
will,  I  hope,  entitle  them  to  their  Lordships'  approbation. 

I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  CAPTAIN  THE  HONOURABLE  COURTENAY  BOYLE,  a  M.  SHIP 

SEAHORSE. 

[Order-Book.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  8th  September,  1804. 

Whereas  it  is  my  intention  to  proceed  immediately  with  the 
Squadron  to  Rendezvous  No.  97,  under  Cape  St.  Sebastians, 
You  are  hereby  required  and  directed  to  take  his  Majesty's 
Ship  named  in  the  margin,'  under  your  command,  and  station 
yourself  between  Rendezvous  No.  102  and  Toulon,  in  such 
position  as  you  may  judge  best  for  watching  the  Enemy's 
motions  in  that  Port,  and  for  ascertaining  with  correctness 
their  putting  to  sea,  in  case  they  should  do  so.  In  recon- 
noitring  and  watching   the   Enemy  as   above-directed,  the 

*  Niger. 

o2 


196  LETTERS.  [1804, 

greatest  care  must  be  taken  that  you  do  not  approach  Toulon 
so  as  to  render  yourself  liable  to  being  becalmed,  and  conse- 
quently to  an  attack  from  a  superior  force  of  Ships  and  Gun- 
boats in  such  situation.  You  will  occasionally  proceed  to 
Rendezvous  No.  102,  in  order  to  acquaint  any  of  his  Majesty's 
Ships  that  the  Squadron  is  gone  to  Rendezvous  No.  97,  where 
they  will  find  me,  or  intelligence  where  I  am  gone  to.  The 
moment  the  Active  joins  from  Port  de  Torres,  you  will  desire 
Captain  Moubray  to  follow  me  immediately  to  Rendezvous 
No.  97,  and  also  order  the  Amazon  (daily  expected  from 
Malta)  to  join  me  at  that  place.  Should  any  other  of  his 
Majesty's  Ships  arrive  on  Rendezvous  No.  102,  you  will 
direct  their  Captains  to  join  me  forthwith ;  and  in  the  event 
of  the  Enemy's  putting  to  sea,  or  any  important  intelligence 
obtained  respecting  them,  you  will  join  me  yourself,  or  send 
the  Niger  to  Cape  St  Sebastians,  with  all  dispatch. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  J.  B.  GIBERT,  ESQ ,  PRO-CONSUL,  BARCELONA. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  10th  September,  1804. 

Sir, 
I  have  received  the  copy  of  your  letters  dated  the  14th  and 
22nd  ultimo,  the  former  acquainting  me  that  you  had  for- 
warded some  letters  from  Madrid  and  England,  by  the  Master 
of  a  Vessel  leaving  Barcelona,  who  was  good  enough  to  say 
that  he  would  deliver  them  to  some  of  the  Fleet,  and  the  latter 
on  the  subject  of  Mr.  Ford's  offer  for  your  wine  at  Rosas.  I 
have  likewise  received  your  two  letters  of  the  1st  instant,  ac- 
quainting me  that  an  epidemical  disease  had  again  broke  out 
at  Malaga — that  you  had  determined  not  to  send  any  more 
letters  to  me  by  casual  Vessels,  from  the  great  uncertainty  of 
their  delivery,  and  enclosing  a  letter  from  Mr.  Hunter 
from  Madrid.  In  answer  to  your  said  letters,  I  am  ex- 
tremely obliged  by  your  kindness  in  forwarding  my  letters, 
but  request,  as  mentioned  in  my  last  letter  by  Sir  Wil- 
liam Bolton,  that  no  more  of  my  Public  dispatches  or 
private  letters  are  sent  out,  unless  by  a  Vessel  directed  to 
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cruize  till  she  shall  fell  in  with  some  Ship  of  War  belonging 
to  the  Fleet.  It  is,  however,  strange  that  the  Vessel  you 
mention  to  have  taken  out  my  letters,  should  have  missed  the 
Fleet,  or  some  of  the  look-out  Frigates,  which  arc  constantly 
cruizing  in  the  vicinity  of  Toulon. 

I  have  [to  oflTer  you]  many  thanks  for  your  forwarding  my 
letters  to  England,  and  very  much  obliged  by  your  sending 
me  Mr.  Hunter's  letter,  the  answer  to  which,  herewith  trans- 
mitted, I  shall  beg  you  to  forward.  On  the  subject  of  the 
wine,  I  have  sent  Mr.  Ford,  the  Agent- Victualler,  to  make  a 
final  settlement,  with  respect  to  the  quantity  at  Rosas  which 
may  be  fit  for  his  Majesty's  Service ;  and  you  will  judge  fi-om 
the  sentiments  communicated  in  my  private  letter  to  you  of 
this  date,  the  propriety  of  making  a  statement  of  the  loss  sus- 
tained from  its  being  so  long  kept,  &c.,  in  order  that  I  may 
use  my  influence  with  the  Victualling-Board  for  such  remu- 
neration being  made  you  as  may  appear  proper.  Mr.  Ford, 
being  perfectly  acquainted  with  these  matters,  will  assist  you 
m  the  arrangement     I  am,  &c., 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  CAPTAIN  WILUAM  DURBAN,  H.  M.  SHIP  AMBUSCADE. 

[Antognph  dimaght,  in  Uie  possession  of  Miss  Bolton,  of  Bumham,  and  Order- 
Book.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  11th  September,  1804. 

Whereas  I  wish  very  much  to  be  made  acquainted  with  the 
Anchorage  and  Gulf  of  Palma,  in  the  Island  of  Majorca,  and 
as  a  most  favourable  opportunity  now  presents  itself  by  the 
circumstance  of  the  Cardinal  Despuig  wanting  a  passport 
from  me,  and  as  he  is  brother  to  the  Vice-Roy,  the  Marquis 
de  Monte  Negro,  You  are  therefore  hereby  required  and 
directed  to  proceed  to  Palma,  and  first  by  offering  to  salute 
the  place  upon  the  assurance  of  an  equal  number  of  guns 
being  returned,  deliver  my  letter  to  the  Cardinal,  and  per- 
sonally assure  his  Eminence  of  my  earnest  desire  to  meet  his 
wishes ;  so  much  so,  that  even  should  he  wish  to  go  to  Italy 
in  the  Ambuscade,  that  you  are  at  liberty  to  carry  him  to 
either  Civitii  Vecchia  or  Naples,  without  any  further  order 
from  me,  provided  his  Eminence  is  ready  to  embark  in  forty- 
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eight  hours,  to  which  time  I  must  limit  your  stay ;  during 
which  time  you  are  to  examine  not  only  everything  laid  down 
in  the  printed  orders  of  the  Admiralty,  but  examine  the 
general  state  of  the  Island,  its  forts,  and  the  probability  of  its 
being  taken,  in  case  of  a  Spanish  war.  You  will  examine  in 
the  environs  of  Palma,  the  best  place  for  landing  Troops,  the 
situation  of  the  forts  or  towers  which  are  in  the  Gulf,  the 
best  mode  of  approaching  the  Town,  the  strength  of  its  forti- 
fications, both  on  the  land  and  sea  side ;  whether  there  is  a 
ditch;  how  deep;  and  what  is  the  probable  height  of  the 
wall ;  whether  Ships  could  approach  near  enough  to  batter 
the  fortifications ;  how  Bomb- Vessels  could  act ;  what  is  the 
general  Garrison :  in  short,  everything  which  my  opinion  of 
your  good  sense  and  abilities  leads  me  to  expect  firom  you. 
Whether,  if  the  Fleet  was  to  anchor  there,  that  it  would  be 
ill  or  well  received ;  the  cattle  or  other  refi*eshments  it  could 
obtain.  Having  made  the  observations,  &c.,  at  Palma,  as 
before-mentioned,  which  must  not  detain  the  Ambuscade 
more  than  two  or  three  days,  you  will  leave  that  place,  and 
return  and  join  the  Squadron  on  Rendezvous  No.  97,  under 
Cape  St  Sebastians,  with  all  possible  dispatch,  where  you 
will  find  me,  or  orders  for  your  further  proceedings.  But 
should  Cardinal  Despuig  express  a  desire  to  be  conveyed  to 
Italy  in  the  Ambuscade,  you  will  receive  his  Eminence  and 
suite  on  board,  and  proceed  with  them,  with  all  convenient 
expedition,  either  to  Civita  Vecchia  or  Naples,  where  you 
will  land  them,  and  afterwards  return  and  join  me  on  Ren- 
dezvous No.  97,  without  delay,  as  before  directed.  You  are 
not  to  wait  for  his  Eminence  at  Palma,  in  the  event  of  his 
going  with  you,  longer  than  the  time  above-mentioned. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  WILLIAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ^  ADMIRALTY. 

[Original,  in  the  Admiralty.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  12th  September,  1804. 

Sir, 
I  herewith  transmit  you  for  the  information  of  the  Lords 
Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  a  copy  of  a  Survey  held  on 
Lieutenant  Thomas  Vol,  of  his  Majesty's  Ship  Niger,  and 
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request  you  will  be  pleased  to  acquaint  their  Lordships  that  I 
have  removed  Lieutenant  Nicholas*  (at  his  own  request)  to  the 
Niger,  and  have  appointed  Mr.  Edward  Flin,*  of  the  Victory,  to 
act  in  the  Bittern,  in  consequence  thereof;  a  copy  of  whose 
Acting-Order  is  also  herewith  transmitted.  I  must  beg  to 
observe  that  Mr.  Flin's  conduct  very  justly  merits  my  appro- 
bation as  stated  in  the  margin  of  the  said  Acting-Order,'  and 
that  his  general  omduct  since  he  has  been  in  the  Victory,  has 
been  very  meritorious.  I  therefore  hope  their  Lordships  will 
approve  of  my  having  placed  him  in  this  invaliding  vacancy, 
and  confirm  the  appointment     I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Brontb. 


TO  captain  henry  RICHARDSON,  H.M.  SHIP  JUNO. 

[Order-Book.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  14th  September,  1804- 

You  are  hereby  required  and  directed  to  proceed  im- 
mediately to  Barcelona,  for  the  purpose  of  landing  the  pas- 
sengers found  on  board  the  Vessel  detained  by  his  Majesty's 

*  Mr.  Vol  died  a  Lieutenant,  between  1816  and  1820.  Lieutenant  Robert  Nicholas 
was  made  a  Commander  in  1805,  and  was  lost  in  command  of  the  Lark  Sloop,  off 
Cape  Causada,  in  August  1800. 

•  The  circumstance  is  thus  noticed  in  the  Victory's  Log: — "Tuesday,  11th 
September.  p.m.  At  9*55,  James  Archibald,  seaman,  fell  overboard:  down  Cutter, 
md  got  him  in  safe,  being  saved  by  Mr.  Flin,  Master's  Mate,  who  jumped  OTcr- 
boaid  after  him."  In  the  **  Recollections  of  Dr.  Scott,"  p.  125,  where  the  accident 
is  erroneously  stated  to  have  occurred  "  one  bright  morning'',  while  Mr.  Flin  "  was 
sitting  on  the  deck,  comfortably  sketching,"  and  where  the  man  is  said  to  have 
been  Mr.  Flin's  servant,  the  following  anecdote  is  added : — "  On  Lord  Nelson's 
presenting  Mr.  Flin  with  his  Commission,  a  loud  huzza  from  the  Midship- 
men, whom  the  incident  had  coUected  on  deck,  and  who  were  throwing  up  their 
hats  in  honour  of  Flin's  good  fortune,  arrested  Lord  Nelson's  attention.  There  was 
something  significant  in  the  tone  of  their  cheer,  which  he  immediately  recognised, 
and  putting  up  bis  hand  for  silence,  and  leaning  over  to  the  crowd  of  Middies, 
he  said,  with  a  good-natured  smile  on  his  face — *  Stop,  young  gentlemen !  Mr. 
Flin  has  done  a  gallant  thing  to-day,  and  he  has  done  many  gallant  things  before, 
for  which  he  has  got  his  reward.  But  mind,  I'll  have  no  more  making  Lieutenants 
for  servants  falling  overboard !' "  Mr.  Flin  died  a  Post  Captain,  and  a  Companion 
of  the  Bath,  in  May  1819. 

'  The  Marginal  Note  was  as  follows : — "  Appointed,  in  consequence  of  his  having 
jumped  overboard,  on  the  night  of  the  11th  instant,  then  very  dark,  and  at  the  risk 
of  his  life,  saved  James  Archibald,  a  Seaman  belonging  to  the  Victory,  who  had  by 
accident  fallen  overboard,  and  certainly  would  have  been  drowned.  Mr.  Flin's  con- 
duct, independent  of  this,  is  very  meritorious.    Nelson  and  Bbonte." 
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Ship  Juno,  under  your  command,  a  few  days  ago.  And, 
whereas  it  is  my  intention  to  proceed  with  the  Squadron  the 
first  strong  Westerly  wind  oflF  Toulon,  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
connoitring the  Enemy  at  that  Port,  and  firom  thence  pass 
through  Rendezvous  No.  102,  to  receive  any  information  the 
Ships  there  may  have  obtained  of  them.  You  are  hereby  re- 
quired and  directed,  the  moment  you  have  landed  the  pas- 
sengers before-mentioned  at  Barcelona,  to  return  to  your 
station,  and  inform  any  of  his  Majesty's  Ships,  Vessels,  or 
Transports  arriving  on  Rendezvous  No.  97  thereof,  and  direct 
their  Commanders  to  remain  on  the  last-mentioned  Rendez- 
vous, under  Cape  St  Sebastians,  until  my  return,  whatever 
may  be  the  importance  of  their  orders,  as  the  Squadron  will 
only  take  the  route  above-mentioned,  and  return  immediately 
to  Rendezvous  No.  97,  where  the  strictest  look-out  is  to  be 
kept  for  arrivals  from  England,  Malta,  &c.,  daily  expected. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  CAPTAIN  JOHN  GORE,  H.  M.  SHIP  MEDUSA. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  15tb  September,  1804. 

Sir, 
As  no  Return  has  been  made  by  the  Ships  that  have  lately 
joined  the  Squadron,  of  any  men  being  sent  by  you  to  the 
Victory,  to  complete  the  complements  of  the  different  Ships, 
as  I  may  judge  proper,  I  must  desire,  in  future,  whether  the 
men  are  sent  by  a  Senior  or  Junior  OflScer  to  the  Victory,  that 
you  transmit  me  a  regular  list  of  their  names,  entries,  and 
charges,  &c.,  in  order  that  they  may  be  discharged  to  the 
different  Ships  in  want  of  them,  and  not  detained  on  board 
the  Ship  bringing  them  from  Gibraltar,  at  the  pleasure  of  the 
Captain.     I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 
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TO  CAPTAIN  GEORGE  COCKS,  H.M.  BOMB-VESSEL  THUNDER. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  17th  September,  1804. 

Sir, 
As  I  intend  proceeding  fix>m  hence  with  the  Squadron 
very  shortly,  and  probably  before  the  return  of  the  Juno,  I 
am  to  desire  you  will  remain  on  Rendezvous  No.  97,  under 
Cape  St.  Sebastians,  till  you  are  joined  by  his  Majesty's  Ship 
Juno,  when  you  will  deliver  the  accompanying  letter  to 
Captain  Richardson,  and  put  yourself  under  his  command.  In 
the  meantime,  should  any  of  his  Majesty's  Ships  arrive  on  the 
above  Rendezvous  in  search  of  me,  you  will  detain  them  till 
the  return  of  the  Juno,  who  has  my  directions  for  their  further 
proceedings.     I  am,  &c 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  CAPTAIN  RICHARDSON,  H.  M.  SHIP  JUNO. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  20th  September,  1804. 

Sir, 
Having  transmitted  to  Captain  Cocks  of  the  Thunder,  a 
letter  for  you,  dated  the  17th  instant,  directing  you  to  take  that 
Bomb- Vessel  under  your  command,  and  cruize  off  Cape  St. 
Sebastians,  and  on  Rendezvous  No.  97,  tdr  the  reasons  therein 
mentioned,  I  am  to  desire  you  will  make  the  signal  for  the 
Thunder  to  accompany  the  Juno,  and  proceed  immediately, 
(without  regard  to  the  motions  of  the  Squadron)  to  Rendez- 
vous No.  97,  for  the  purpose  of  acquainting  any  of  his 
Majesty's  Ships  or  Vessels  which  may  be  there  in  search  of 
the  Squadron,  where  I  am,  as  when  the  weather  comes  fine, 
we  have  to  clear  the  Transport  with  water.     I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


202  LETTERS.  [1804. 

TO  DR.  BAIRD. 

[From  "  The  Athencum."] 

Victory,  September  22nd,  1804 

My  dear  Sir, 
I  feel  truly  sensible  of  all  your  kindness  and  good  wishes, 
for  which  I  hope  soon  to  thank  you  in  person.  We  have 
been  very  near  losing  Dr.  Snipe,  in  appearance  by  a  con- 
sumptive complaint,  but  he  is  getting  better.  He  is  in- 
defatigable in  his  duty,  to  which,  and  to  his  trip  to  Sicily 
about  the  lemon-juice  for  England,  we  attribute  his  very 
serious  complaint,  spitting  blood,  &c.  My  complaints  have 
not  been  so  violent,  but  are  sufficient  to  make  me  require  a 
few  months'  rest  Since  the  16th  June  1803,  I  have  never 
set  my  foot  outside  the  Ship.  Experience  teaches  us  that  this 
climate  is  the  worst  in  the  world  for  hectic  complaints — at 
least,  it  is  so  at  sea.  Of  the  few  men  we  have  lost,  nine  in 
ten  are  dead  of  consumption.  Upon  the  best  mode  of  keeping 
a  Fleet  healthy,  much  may  be  said,  and  much  must  be  done — 
there  are  various  opinions ;  suffice  it  for  me,  that  although 
other  places  may  be  better,  yet  that  we  have  no  sick.  We 
shall  talk  of  this,  and  many  other  matters,  before  any  great 
length  of  time.  When  you  see  the  Earl,'  remember  me  kindly 
to  him,  and  believe  me,  my  dear  Doctor,  yours  most  &ith- 

fully, 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  EDWARD  CAREY,  ESQ^  MASTER  SHIPWRIGHT,  GIBRALTAR. 

[From  a  Copy  in  the  Nelson  Papers.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  22nd  September,  1804. 

Sir, 
I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  28th  July  last,  with  the 
enclosures  therein  alluded  to,  and  in  answer  desire  to  acquaint 
you,  that  no  endeavour  to  impress  my  mind  with  an  un- 
favourable idea  of  your  conduct  has  been  attempted.  The 
opinion  of  Captain  Capel  was  honourable  and  public,  and  as 
such  transmitted,  that  you  might  be  made  acquainted  with  it 

•  Earl  St.  Vinoent. 
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With  respect  to  your  complying  with  the  orders  you  receive 

for  the  repairs  of  any  of  his  Majesty's  Ships  or  Vessels  sent  to 

Gibraltar  for  that  purpose,  I  take  it  for  granted  that  every 

Officer  and  person  under  Government  exert  themselves  to  the 

utmost  of  their  abilities  in  the  faithful  performance  of  the 

duty  and  trust  imposed  on  them ;  and  therefore  have  only  to 

recommend  to  you  the  same  line  of  conduct,  which  cannot 

fiEul   to  give  satisfaction  to  Commissioner  Otway,   and  the 

Commander-in-Chief  of  his  Majesty's  Ships  and  Vessels  on 

this  station.     I  am,  &c.. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  WILUAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ.,  ADMIRALTY. 

[Antogn^h,  in  the  Admiralty.] 

Victory,  September  22nd,  1604. 

Sir, 

Herewith  I  transmit  you  a  letter  from  Captain  Hardy  of 
H.  M.  Ship  Victory.  The  measure  of  paying  for  such  pro- 
visions which  the  Seamen  do  not  either  take  up,  or,  which  is 
not  issued  to  them,  either  from  scarcity,  or  from  its  not  being 
in  the  Fleet,  is  so  just  that  it  cannot  be  controverted ;  but 
upon  the  present  case  there  seems  doubts  whether  the  men 
have  a  right  to  be  paid  for  the  half  allowance  of  oatmeal, 
when  no  molasses  is  to  be  procured.  I  am  sure  their  Lord- 
ships will  see  the  justness  of  the  case  as  plainly  as  I  do. 
Each  man  was  formerly  allowed  a  pint  of  oatmeal  on  cer- 
tain days.  As  it  was  found  that  generally  a  man  could  not 
get  a  pint  of  dry  oatmeal  down  his  throat,  and,  I  suppose, 
thinking  it  no  longer  necessary  to  present  this  saving  to  the 
Purser,  half-a-pint  of  oatmeal  was  issued  instead  of  the 
pint,  and,  in  lieu  of  the  other  half-pint,  a  proportion  of 
molasses.  It  has  sometimes  occurred  in  the  Channel  Fleet 
that  no  molasses  could  be  procured,  nor  was  there  any  allow- 
ance made  for  such  temporary  omissions.  In  the  West  Indies 
cocoa  and  sugar  are  allowed ;  in  the  Channel,  I  hear,  tea  and 
sugar :  in  the  Mediterranean  we  have  no  molasses,  nor  any 
substitute;  nor  is  our  want  of  molasses  temporary,  but 
lasting. 

I  beg,  therefore,  vdth  all  due  respect,  to  call  their  Lord- 
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ships'  attention  to  the  circumstance,  and  to  propose  that  when 
molasses  cannot  be  obtained,  a  proportion  of  sugar  should  be 
allowed  to  be  mixed  with  the  oatmeal,  in  lieu  of  molasses; 
and  that  if  sugar  cannot  be  obtained,  the  men  having  no  sub- 
stitute in  lieu,  should  be  paid  the  saving,  as  in  all  other  species 
of  provisions.  It  is  not  necessary  to  enter  more  at  large  upon 
this  subject :  their  Lordships'  wisdom  will  direct  their  pro- 
ceedings.    I  am,  &c 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  WILLIAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ^  ADMIRALTY. 
[Original,  in  the  Admiralty.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  22nd  September,  1804. 

Sir, 

Finding  it  necessary  from  the  defects  of  his  Majesty's  Ship 
Childers,  to  send  her  to  Gibraltar  to  have  them  made  good, 
I  avail  myself  of  the  opportunity  to  acquaint  you  for  the  in- 
formation of  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  that 
no  news  or  intelligence  of  any  kind  has  reached  me  since  the 
sailing  of  his  Majesty's  Ship  Triumph,  on  the  27  th  ult,  as  there 
have  been  no  arrivfds  from  Gibraltar,  Malta,  or  Naples.  I  am, 
however,  in  daily  expectation  of  something  joining  me  from 
those  places. 

As  the  Triumph  was  directed  to  cruise  outside  the  Straits, 
for  the  greater  security  of  any  Convoy  arriving  from  England, 
until  the  Maidstone  (who  was  to  sail  about  the  middle  of  this 
month  from  Valetta  Harbour)  might  be  expected  with  the 
Trade  from  Malta,  I  therefore  feel  confident  that  L'Aigle  will 
be  prevented  fix>m  making  any  attempt  to  intercept  the  said 
Convoy.     I  am,  &c« 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

TO  J.  B.  GIBERT,  his  MAJESTY'S  PRO-CONSUL  AT  BARCELONA. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  25th  September,  1804. 

Sir, 
As  it  is  more  than  probable  the  four  Seamen  named  in 
the  margin,  who  deserted  firom  his  Majesty's  Bomb- Vessel 
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Acheron,  in  the  Bay  of  Rosas,  on  the  17  th  instant,  have,  or 
will,  come  the  way  of  Barcelona,  I  am  to  request  you  will  give 
the  most  strict  orders  for  their  being  apprehended  as  deserters 
from  the  said  Bomb- Vessel ;  and  you  will  be  so  good  as  pay 
the  person  who  shall  apprehend  them  the  sum  of  eight  dollars 
for  each,  which  I  shall  cause  to  be  reimbursed.  Those  men 
having  most  audaciously  left  their  duty,  cannot  be  considered 
as  straggling ;  and,  therefore,  the  greatest  care  is  to  be  taken 
to  prevent  their  escape.  You  will  please  to  send  them  on 
board  the  first  Ship,  or  Vessel  of  War,  calling  at  Barcelona, 
that  they  may  be  brought  to  the  Fleet     I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  LADY  HAMILTON. 

[From  **  Lord  Nelson's  Letten  to  Lady  Hamilton;*  vol.  ii.  p.  73.] 

Victory,  September  29th,  1801. 

This  day,  my  dearest  Emma,  which  gave  me  birth,  I  con- 
sider as  more  fortunate  than  common  days,  as,  by  my  coming 
into  this  world,  h  has  brought  me  so  intimately  acquainted 
with  you,  who  my  soul  holds  most  dear.  I  well  know  that 
you  will  keep  it,  and  have  my  dear  Horatia  to  drink  my 
health.  Forty-six  years  of  toil  and  trouble  I  How  few  more 
the  common  lot  of  mankind  leads  us  to  expect ;  and,  there- 
fore, it  is  almost  time  to  think  of  spending  the  few  last  years 
in  peace  and  quietness  I 

By  this  time,  I  should  think,  either  my  successor  is  named. 
Or  permission  is  granted  me  to  come  home ;  and  if  so,  you 
will  not  long  receive  this  letter  before  I  make  my  appearance; 
which  will  make  us,  I  am  sure,  both  truly  happy.  We  have 
had  nothing  for  this  fortnight,  but  gales  of  Easterly  winds  and 
heavy  rains;  not  a  Vessel  of  any  kind  or  sort  joined  the 
Fleet  I  was  in  hopes  Dr.  Scott  would  have  returned  from 
Naples,  and  that  I  could  have  told  you  something  comfortable 
for  you,  from  that  quarter ;  and  it  is  now  seven  weeks  since 
we  heard  from  Malta,  therefore  I  know  nothing  of  what  is 
passing  in  the  world.  I  would  not  have  you,  my  dear  Emma, 
allow  the  work  of  brick  and  mortar  to  go  on  in  the  winter 
months.     It  can  all  be  finished  next  summer;  when  I  hope 
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we  shall  have  Peace,  or  such  an  universal  War  as  will  upset 
that  vagabond  Buonaparte.  I  have  been  tolerably  well,  till  this 
last  bad  weather,  which  has  given  me  pains  in  my  breast ;  bu^ 
never  mind,  all  will  be  well  when  I  get  to  Merton.  Admiral 
Campbell,  who  is  on  board,  desires  to  be  remembered  to  you. 
He  does  not  like  much  to  stay  here,  after  my  departure.  In- 
deed, we  all  draw  so  well  together  in  the  Fleet,  that  I  flatter 
myself  the  sorrow  for  my  departure  will  be  pretty  general 
Admiral  Murray  will  be  glad  to  get  home ;  Hardy  is  as  good 
as  ever;  and  Mr.  Secretary  Scott  is  an  excellent  man.  God 
bless  you,  my  dearest  Emma  I  and  be  assured  I  am  ever  your 
most  faithful  and  affectionate, 

N.  &B. 

Kiss  dear  Horatia.     I  hope  she  is  at  Merton,  Jixed, 


TO  CAPTAIN  CHARLES  MARSH  SCHOMBERG,  H.M.  SHIP  MADRAS, 

OR  SENIOR  OFFICER  AT  MALTA. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  29th  September,  1804. 

Sir, 
Having  ordered  his  Majesty's  Bomb-Vessel  Thunder  to  pro- 
ceed immediately  to  Malta,  for  the  purpose  of  convoying  the 
Victuallers,  mentioned  in  my  letter  to  the  Agent- Victualler  of 
the  20th  August  last,  to  the  Madalena  Islands,  it  is  my  direc- 
tions that  you  afford  every  facility  in  your  power  for  their  quick 
dispatch ;  and  as  their  safe  and  speedy  arrival  at  the  Madalena 
Islands  is  of  the  utmost  consequence,  (as  you  will  observe  by 
Captain  Cocks's  order,)  I  am  to  desire,  should  there  be  any 
of  his  Majesty's  Ships  or  Vessels  in  Valetta  Harbour  ready 
for  sea,  that  you  will  direct  the  Commander  thereof,  to  ac- 
company the  Thunder  and  Victualler  to  the  Madalena 
Islands;  and  after  having  seen  them  to  that  anchorage  in 
safety,  to  return,  (if  belonging  to  Captain  Cracraft's  Squadron, 
or  under  Sir  Alexander  Ball's  directions,)  and  follow  their 
former  orders.  You  will  also  direct  Captain  Cocks  to  receive 
on  board  the  Thunder  such  stores,  &c.,  as  the  Naval  Officer 
may  have  to  send  to  the  Fleet,  provided  there  is  not  sufficient 
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Toom  far  them  on  board  the  Victoallersy  and  cause  every 
possible  expedition  to  be  osed  for  their  immediate  dispatch 
to  the  Madalena  Islands,  as  before  mentioned.     I  am,  &c 

Nelson  and  Bbonte. 


TO  CAPTAIN  GEORGE  COCKS,  H.M.  BOMB-VESSEL  THUNDER. 

[Order-Book.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  20rh  September,  1804. 

Having  directed  the  Agent- Victualler  at  Malta,  by  letter 
of  the  20th  August  last  (a  triplicate  of  which  is  herewith 
transmitted)  to   have   Transports  laden    with  provisions  for 
the  Fleet,  and  ready  to  sail  from  Valetta  harbour  by  the 
middle  of  October,  under  the  protection  of  any  Ship  of  War 
which  might  be  leaving  Malta  to  join  me  about  that  time,  or 
such  Convoy  as  I  should  think  proper  to  send  for  them  ;  and 
whereas  I  am  apprehensive  that  no  opportunity  is  likely  to 
offer  for  that  purpose.  You  are  hereby  required  and  directed 
to  proceed  in  his  Majesty's  Bomb- Vessel  Thunder,  under 
your  command,  to  Malta,  with  the  utmost  possible  dispatch ; 
and  on  your  arrival  there,  you  will  deliver  my  aforesaid  letter 
to  the  Agent- Victualler,  and  also  the  inclosed  one  to  Captain 
Schomberg,  or  the  Senior  Officer  at  that  place,  who  is  directed 
to  send  such  Ship,  or  Vessel  of  War,  as  may  be  there,  to 
accompany  you  to  the  Madalena  Islands.     But  should  there 
not  be  any  Vessel  of  War  at  Malta,  you  will  take  the  Victu- 
allers under  your  protection,  and  proceed  with  them  without 
a  moment's  loss  of  time,  to  the  Madalena  Islands,  passing  on 
the  East  side  of  Sardinia  to  the   anchorage  in  Agincourt 
Sound;   and  as  it  is  possible   that   the  Enemy  may  have 
possessed  themselves  of  those  Islands,  and  the  Victuallers 
being  of  the  utmost  consequence  to  the  Fleet  under  my  com- 
mand, you  are  to  approach  the  said  Islands  with  great  caution, 
until  you  have  fully  satisfied  yourself  that  the  Enemy  have 
not  taken  possession  of  them ;  when  you  will  moor  the  Victu- 
allers in  safety  in  Agincourt  Sound,  and  hold  them  and  the 
Thunder  in  momentary  readiness  to  leave  that  place,  on  the 
appearance  of  an  Enemy  of  superior  force ;  and  in  order 
the  more  effectually  to  discover  their  approach,  you  are  to 
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keep  a  coDstant  watch  on  Point  Leche  by  day,  and  a  Guaid- 
boat  rowing  in  such  situation  during  night,  as  may  be  most 
likely  to  inform  you  thereof,  and  have  the  Thunder  per- 
fectly prepared  to  defend  them,  or  proceed  to  sea,  should  it 
become  necessary.  In  the  execution  of  this  service,  the 
utmost  dispatch  is  to  be  used,  in  order  that  the  Victuallers 
may  be  at  the  Madalena  Islands  by  the  20th  October,  where 
you  will  remain  (observing  the  above  instructions)  till  my 
arrival,  or  you  receive  orders  for  your  further  proceedings. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  captain  RICHARDSON,  H.M.  SHIP  JUNO. 

[Order-Book.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  29th  September,  1801. 

Whereas  it  is  my  intention  to  proceed  with  the  Squadron, 
the  first  Westerly  wind,  oflF  Toulon,  for  the  purpose  of  recon- 
noitring the  Enemy  at  that  Port,  and  from  thence  pass  through 
Rendezvous  No.  102,  to  receive  any  information  the  Ships 
there  may  have  obtained  of  them.  You  are  hereby  required 
and  directed  to  keep  on  your  station,  Rendezvous  No.  97, 
and  inform  any  of  his  Majesty's  Ships,  Vessels,  or  Transports 
arriving  on  the  said  Rendezvous  thereof,  and  direct  their 
Commanders  to  remain  there,  under  Cape  St.  Sebastians, 
until  my  return,  as  the  Squadron  will  only  take  the  route 
before-mentioned,  and  return  immediately  to  Rendezvous 
No.  97,  where  the  strictest  look-out  is  to  be  kept  for  arrivals 
from  England,  Malta,  &c.,  daily  expected.  Having  ordered 
the  Thunder  Bomb-Vessel  to  Malta,  you  will  take  the 
Acheron  in  her  room,  under  your  command,  and  employ  her 
on  the  service  mentioned  in  my  letter  to  you  of  the  17th 
instant 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 
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TO  CAPTAIN  LORD  MARK  ROBERT  KERR,  H.  M.  SHIP  FISGARD. 

[Oider-Book.] 

Victory,  off  Tonlon,  1st  October,  1804. 

Whereas  I  am  proceeding  with  the  Squadron  to  Rendezvous 
No.  97,  under  Cape  St  Sebastians,  You  are  hereby  required 
and  du^cted  to  take  his  Majesty's  Ship  named  in  the  margin* 
under  your  command,  and  station  yourself  between  Ren- 
dezvous No.  102  and  Toulon,  in  such  position  as  you  may 
judge  best  for  watching  the  Enemy's  motions  in  that  Port, 
and  for  ascertaining  with  correctness  their  putting  to  sea,  in 
case  they  should  do  so.     In  reconnoitring  and  watching  the 
Enemy  as  above  directed,  the  greatest  care  must  be  taken 
that  you  do  not  approach  Toulon,  so  as  to  render  yourself 
liable  to  being  becalmed,  and  consequently  to  an  attack  from 
a  superior  force  of  Ships  and  Gun-boats  in  such  situation. 
You  will  occasionally  proceed  to  Rendezvous  No.  102,  in 
order  to  acquaint  the  Commander  of  any  of  his  Majesty's 
Ships  or  Vessels  that  the  Squadron  is  gone  to  Rendezvous 
^o.  97,  where  they  will  find  me,  or  intelligence  where  I  am 
^ne  to.     You  will  therefore  direct  them  to  join  me  under 
Cape  St  Sebastians  with  the  utmost  dispatch.     In  the  event 
of  the  Enemy  putting  to  sea,  or  any  important  intelligence 
obtained  respecting  them,  you  will  join  me  yourself  or  send 
^he  Niger  to  Rendezvous  No.  97,  with  all  dispatch. 

Nelson  and  Bbonte. 


TO  CAPTAIN  RICHARD  HUSSEY  MOUBRAY,  H.  M.  SHIP  ACTIVE. 

[Order  Book.] 

Victory,  off  Toulon,  let  October,  1804. 

You  are  hereby  required  and  directed  to  take  his  Majesty's 
Ship  named  in  the  margin*  under  your  command,  and  steer 
into  the  Gulf  towards  Marseilles,  and  take  a  sweep  of  that 
place,  for  the  purpose  of  falling  in  with  any  of  the  Enemy's 
Vessels  of  War  or  Trade,  which  may  be  cruizing  in  that  vici- 
nity, and  join  me  in  three  or  four  days'  time  from  the  date 
hereof  on  Rendezvous  No.  97,  under  Cape  St  Sebastians, 
where  you  will  find  me,  or  orders  for  your  further  proceedings. 

Nei^on  and  Bbonte. 

*  Niger.  >  Ambuscade. 

VOL.  VI.  P 
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TO  THE  CAPTAINS  OR  COMMANDERS  OF  ANY  OP  HIS  MAJESTY'S 
SHIPS  OR  VESSELS  EMPLOYED  IN  THE  ADRIATIC. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  4th  October,  1804. 

Sir, 
Captain  Leake,  of  the  Royal  Artillery,  who  is  directed  by 
Government  to  proceed  to  Corfu,  and  may,  from  the  nature 
of  his  instructions,  find  it  necessary  to  remove  to  the  Morea, 
or  Albania,  it  is  my  particular  directions,  should  his  Majesty's 
Ship  or  Vessel  under  your  command  be  in  the  environs  of 
either  of  the  before-mentioned  places,  and  Captain  Leake 
make  application  to  be  removed,  that  you  comply  with  his 
request,  provided  the  more  important  service  which  you 
may  be  then  employed  on,  will  admit  of  your  so  doing.  I 
am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  CAPTAIN  SCHOMBERG,  H.M.  SHIP  MADRAS. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  4th  October,  1804. 

Su-, 
As  Vessels  of  very  valuable  cargoes  may  soon  be  expected 
at  Malta  from  England,  under  the  convoy  of  the  Hydra  and 
other  Ships  of  War,  for  the  Levant,  Constantinople,  and  the 
Adriatic,  it  is  my  particular  directions  that  you  appoint  sufiS- 
cient  Convoys  for  the  protection  of  any  Merchant  Ship  or 
Vessel  destined  to  either  of  the  above-mentioned  places,  in 
order  that  they  may  not  be  in  danger  of  capture  by  the 
Enemy.  And  I  am  to  desire,  on  the  arrival  of  the  Hero  from 
England,  which  is  freighted  by  Grovemment,  and  bound  to 
Constantinople,  that  you  will  give  the  most  strict  orders  to 
the  Officer  charged  with  that  Vessel,  to  see  her  in  safety  to 
her  destination.  It  perhaps  may  not  be  necessary  to  convoy 
the  Ships  bound  to  Constantinople  fiirther  than  the  Dardar 
nelles,  but  of  this  you  will  be  the  best  judge,  having  been 
more  recently  there.  You  will  give  strict  orders  to  the  Officers 
charged  with  these  Convoys  to  bring  all  the  Trade  from  the 
Forts  in  the  Archipelago  in  safety  to  Malta.     I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 
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TO  UEUTENANT  HARDING  SHAW,  COMMANDING  HIS  BCAJESTTS 

BRIG  SPIDER. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Vietory,  tt  Sea,  ith  October,  1804. 

Sir, 
I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  6  th  ultimo,  acquaiuting 
me  with  the  circumstance  of  your  having  flogged  John  Carter^ 
Seaman,  belonging  to  the  Spider,  on  the  5th  of  that  month; 
that  soon  after,  a  shot  was  flung  from  forward  by  some  of  the 
people,  which  fell  close  by  you,  and  Mr.  Langdon,  the  Master; 
and,  in  order  to  discover  the  oflender,  you  judged  it  necessary 
to  threaten  them  with  individual  punishment,  which,  as  they 
would  not  confess,  you  had  inflicted  upon  each  of  your  com- 
pany, by  calling  them  over  by  the  watch-bill,  and  giving  them 
a  dozen  each.  In  answer  to  which,  I  cannot  approve  of  a 
measure  so  foreign  to  the  rules  of  good  discipline  and  the  ac- 
customed practice  of  his  Majesty's  Navy,  and  therefore  caution 
you  against  a  similar  line  of  conduct.  Had  you  fixed  upon 
one  or  more  guilty  individuals,  and  punished  them  severely, 
it  might  have  had  the  desired  effect,  or  put  them  into  confine- 
ment, and  brought  them  to  a  Court- MartiaL  I  trust  your 
watchful  conduct  will  prevent  any  such  confusion,  or  disposi- 
tion to  riot,  from  happening  again.     I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  captain  SCHOMBERG,  H.M.  SHIP  MADRAS. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  4tli  October,  1804. 

Su-, 
I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  1st  ultimo,  together  with 

the  one  therein  mentioned  from  Lieutenant  Spencer,  of  the 

Renard,  stating  the  circumstance  of  his  having  chastised  the 

French  privateer  as  therein  mentioned.     In  answer  thereto  I 

herewith  transmit  you  a  letter"  for  Lieutenant  Spencer,  on 

the  subject,  which  you  will  be  so  good  as  seal  and  deliver.     I 

cannot  here  omit  observing  how  desirable  the  destruction  of 

the  Enemy's  Privateers  is,  when  they  commit  any  act  of  hos- 

s  Vide  p.  214,  post. 
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tility ;  but  in  the  present  instance,  it  does  not  appear  that 
the  Enemy  fired  a  shot  I  have  to  acknowledge  die  receipt 
of  your  letter  of  the  1st  September,  with  its  enclosure,  firom 
Captain  Raynsford,  of  the  Morgiana,  respecting  the  circum- 
stances of  Ae  capture  of  the  Betsy  Merchant  Vessel,  one  of 
his  Convoy,  in  March  last ;  and  you  will  be  pleased  to  ac- 
quaint Captain  Raynsford  that  I  shall  transmit  his  letter  to 
the  Admiralty  for  their  information.  Your  letter  of  the  19th 
September,  with  the  enclosures  therein  mentioned,  respecting 
the  purchase  of  Stores,  has  been  received,  and  I  very  much 
approve  of  the  order  which  you  gave  the  Naval  Officer  on 
that  occasion,  and  which  you  will  desire  him  to  consider  as 
sufficient  authority  for  the  payment  thereof,  and  settling  his 
accounts  for  that  particular  service.     I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  captain  CRACRAFT,  H.  M.  ship  ANSON,  OR  SENIOR  OFHCER 

AT  MALTA. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  4th  October,  1804. 

Sir, 
Captain  Leake,  of  the  Royal  Artillery,  being  employed  by 
Government,  and  directed  to  proceed  to  Corfu  as  early  as 
possible,  I  am  to  desire  you  will  order  him  a  passage  to  that 
place,  by  the  very  first  Vessel  of  War  going  there,  or  which 
can  be  spared  for  that  service ;  and  as  Captain  Leake  may, 
firom  the  nature  of  his  instructions,  find  it  necessary  to  pro- 
ceed to  the  Morea,  or  Albania,  it  is  my  directions,  whenever 
any  of  his  Majesty's  Ships  or  Vessels  under  your  command 
may  be  in  the  environs  of  Corfu,  &c.,  if  consistent  with  the 
more  important  service  they  are  there  employed  on,  that  you 
will  give  the  necessary  directions  to  their  Commanders  to 
receive  Captain  Leake  on  his  application  for  that  purpose, 
and  give  him  a  passage  to  or  from  either  of  the  before-men- 
tioned places.     I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 
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TO  LIEUTENANT  HARDING  SHAW,  COMMANDING  HIS  MAJESTY'S 

BRIG  SPIDER. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Vietory,  tt  Sea,  4th  October,  1804. 

Sir, 
I  herewith  transmit  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Lang- 
don,  Master  of  his  Majesty's  Brig  Spider,  under  your  com- 
mand, and  am  to  desire  that  you  will  immediately  transmit 
me  an  account  of  all  the  certificates  you  have  granted  the 
Master  of  the  said  Brig  for  Pilotage,  since  you  commanded 
her:  and  also  account  to  me  for  your  very  extraordinary 
conduct  in  demanding  from  Mr.  Langdon  the  one-half  of 
the  said  Pilotage,  that  I  may  judge  the  propriety  of  order- 
ing a  public  inquiry  into  your  conduct  on  this  occasion.  I 
desire  to  caution  you  against  giving  certificates  for  Pilotage 
in  fiitare,  unless  under  particular  circumstances,  as  I  conceive, 
from  the  length  of  time  you  have  been  in  this  country,  that 
jou  are  perfectly  acquainted  with  any  Port  in  those  sea& 

I  am,  &C. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  CAPTAIN  RICHARD  BUDD  VINCENT,  H.  M.  SLOOP  ARROW. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  4th  October,  1804. 

Sir, 
I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  lOth  ultimo,  acquainting 
me  with  your  return  to  Malta  from  the  Adriatic,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  completing  your  provisions,  and  putting  the  Arrow  in 
a  condition  for  fiirther  service.  In  answer  to  which,  I  am 
perfectly  satisfied  with  the  necessity  of  your  return  to  Valetta 
harbour,  and  am  led  to  hope,  from  the  Master  Shipwright's 
Report,  that  the  Arrow  will  answer  for  the  service  of  this 
country,  during  the  winter  season,  and  that  the  repairs  she  has 
had  will  enable  you  to  keep  her  actively  employed  during  that 
time ;  it  will  then  be  taken  into  consideration  the  propriety  of 
sending  her  to  England  to  be  docked.     I  am,  &c 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 
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TO  SIR  ALEXANDER  JOHN  BALL,  BART.,  MALTA. 

[From  Clarke  and  M'Arthur,  vol.  ii.  p.  387.] 

October  4th,  1804. 

Captain  Leake/  who  I  believe  has  letters  for  you,  if  not,  I 
know  he  is  instructed  to  correspond  and  communicate  with 
you,  is,  as  you  will  see,  a  person  perfectly  in  the  confidence 
of  Government ;  and  he  is  very  highly  spoken  of.  From  the 
little  I  have  seen  of  him  in  one  day,  I  think  he  merits  their 
confidence  by  his  good  sense.  He  has  begged  me  to  present 
him  to  you.  I  sincerely  hope,  my  dear  Ball,  that  the  Rus- 
sians will  not  act  so  as  to  have  the  Austrians  united  with  the 
French  and  Turks  against  them  and  us ;  but  Russia  must  be 
carefiil  how  she  conducts  herself  in  the  Ionian  Republic  and 
the  Morea.  I  have  great  fears ;  I  think  I  see  much  too  close 
a  connexion  between  France  and  Austria,  and  we  know  the 
Turks  would  jump  to  join  such  an  alliance.  The  times  are 
big  with  great  events.  I  wish  my  health  was  better.  I  have 
mentioned  to  Lord  Melville  what  you  have  thought  about  Sir 
Richard  Bickerton,  in  case  I  should  be  able  to  return ;  but  I 
do  not  expect  such  a  compliance — time  will  show.  Toulon 
was  safe  on  Sunday  last,  as  Boyle  will  tell  you.  No  Admiral 
has  hoisted  his  Flag  in  the  room  of  La  Touche ; — he  is  gone, 
and  all  his  lies  with  him.  The  French  papers  say  he  died  in 
consequence  of  walking  so  often  up  to  the  Signal-post,  upon 
Sepet,  to  watch  us:  I  always  pronounced  that  that  would  be 
his  death.     I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  LIEUTENANT  ROBERT  SPENCER,  COMMANDING  HIS 
majesty's  SCHOONER  RENARD. 

[From  a  Copy  in  the  Nelson  Papers.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  4th  October,  1804. 

Sir, 
I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  30th  July,  acquainting 
me  that,  on  account  of  the  weather,  you  judged  it  necessary  to 

•  Colonel  Leake  was  English  Resident  in  the  Morea,  and  from  1805  to  1809,  re- 
sided chiefly  at  the  Court  of  AK,  Pacha  of  Yannina.  His  interesting  account  of  his 
trayela  in  Morea,  Northern  Greece,  Asia  Minor,  &c.,  is  well  known. 
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let  the  four  small  Vefisels  under  your  convoy  on  the  28th  of 
that  month,  anchor  to  the  Southward  of  Cape  Moro  di  Porco, 
and  took  that  occasion  to  reconnoitre  a  Vessel  to  leeward ;  in 
the  meantime  a  strange  Vessel  came  round  the  Cape  from 
Syracuse,  which  the  Masters  of  those  four  Vessels  judging  to 
be  a  Privateer,  cut  their  cable,  and  ran  down  to  you ;  that  on 
the  said  Privateer  observing  you  stand  towards  her,  she  ran 
upon  the  rocks,  and  landed  her  men ;  and  that,  from  the  fre- 
quent violations  of  Neutrality  which  the  Enemy's  Privateers 
had  been  guilty  of,  you  judged  it  a  good  occasion  to  chastise 
them.  In  answer  to  which,  however  much  the  destruction  of 
the  Enemy's  Privateers  under  the  violation  of  the  laws  of 
Neutrality  may  be  desired,  I  cannot,  in  the  present  instance, 
justify  your  leaving  the  Vessels  under  your  Convoy  exposed 
to  the  risk  of  capture,  under  any  circumstances  whatever. 
Had  you  been  in  company  with  your  Convoy,  a  legal  oppor^ 
timity  might  have  offered  for  capturing  or  destroying  the 
Privateer  alluded  to.  The  instructions  for  Officers  chaiged 
with  Convoys,  are  so  strict  and  well  known,  that  I  am  sorry 
it  becomes  necessary  for  me  to  call  your  most  strict  attention 
to  them  in  future*     I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  LAMBTON  E8TE,  ESQ^  PRIVATE  SECRETARY  TO  CHARLES 
LOCK,  ESQ^  CONSUL-GENERAL  IN  EGYPT. 

[Aatogrmph  in  the  possession  of  Dr.  Lambton  Este.  He  had  been  appointed 
Secretary  and  Physician  to  Mr.  Lock's  mission  to  Egypt  and  the  Levant.] 

Victory,  October  4th,  1804. 

My  dear  Sir, 
I  am  much  obliged  by  your  obliging  letter  of  August  20th, 
and  in  your  note  of  September  16th,  announcing  the  death  of 
Mr.  Lock,'  which  I  am  most  sincerely  sorry  for,  unless  you 
can  get  his  appointment,  which  I  am  sure  Sir  Alexander  Ball 
thinks  would  be  a  wise  measure  of  Government ;  and  I  wish 
it  was  so,  for  we  want  men  fit  for  places,  and  not  places  for 

'  Mr.  Lock,  formerly  Consul  at  Naples,  who  has  been  often  mentioned,  died  of 
the  plague,  in  the  Lazaretto,  at  Malta,  on  the  12th  of  September  1804,  togeth«r 
with  two  of  his  suite.  They  were  assiduously  attended  by  Mr.  (now  Dr.)  Este, 
who  placed  himself  in  the  Laaaretto  with  them  for  that  purpose. 
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men  who  are  too  often  unfit  for  them.  I  shall  see,  most  pro- 
bably, your  worthy  Father  before  you ;  but,  at  all  events,  be 
assured,  dear  Sir,  that  I  shall  be  happy  m  being  useful  to  you, 
on  his  account,  and  your  own  merit,  and  that  I  am  your  much 

obliged  and  humble  servant. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  LIEUTENANT  THE  HONOURABLE  HENRY  DUNCAN/  HJH.  SHIP 

ROYAL  SOVEREIGN. 

[Autograph,  io  the  possession  of  Alexander  Haldane,  Esq.] 

Victory,  October  4th,  1804. 

My  dear  Sir, 
There  is  no  man  who  more  sincerely  laments  the  heavy 
loss  you  have  sustained  than  myself:'  but  the  name  of  Duncan 
will  never  be  forgot  by  Britain,  and,  in  particular,  by  its 
Navy,  in  which  service,  the  remembrance  of  your  worthy 
father  will,  I  am  sure,  grow  up  in  you«  I  am  sorry  not  to 
have  a  good  Sloop  to  give  you ;  but  still  an  opening  offers, 
which  I  think  will  insure  your  confirmation  as  a  Commander. 
It  is  occasioned  by  the  very  ill  statp  of  health  of  Captain 
Corbet  of  the  Bittern,  who  has  requested  a  few  weeks  leave  to 
reside  on  shore  at  the  Hospital  You  will  be  confirmed 
before  he  resumes  his  command.  You  had  better  get  your 
things  on  board  the  Seahorse  this  afternoon,  as  she  will  go  to 
Malta  in  the  morning.  I  am  ever,  my  dear  Sir,  with  every 
kind  wish,  most  faithfully  yours. 

Nelson  and  Brontb« 


TO  MAJOR-GENERAL  VILLETTES,  MALTA. 
[Autograph,  in  the  possession  of  Josiah  French,  Esq.] 

Victory,  October  4th,  1804. 

My  dear  General, 
Many  thanks  for  your  kind  letter  and  good  wishes,  but 
home  I  ought  to  go,  if  they  will  let  me.     I  think  that  appear. 

*  Second  son  of  Admiral  Viscount  Duncan,  afterwards  Captain  the  Hon.  Sir 
Henry  Duncan,  C.B.,  K.C.H. :  he  died  in  November  1835. 

*  This  Letter  was  accompanied  by  a  newspaper,  which  announced  the  sudden 
death  of  Admiral  Viscount  Duncan,  on  his  way  to  Scotland,  on  the  4th  of  August, 
1804. 
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ances  are  such,  that  ;ou  may  be  soon  called  upon  for  the 
Troops  to  garrison  Messina.  I  only  write  from  what  I  hear  is 
passing,  for  when  Russia  goes  to  war,  I  consider  it  very 
probable  that  Naples  will  be  taken  by  the  French.  My  orders 
are  repeated  to  take  care  of  Sicily ;  but  I  know  that  you  are 
always  ready.  I  have  nothing  later  than  Hydra  will  bring 
you;  but  believe  me  ever,  my  dear  General,  yours  most 
&ithfully. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  CAPTAIN  CRACRAFT,  H.M.  SHIP  ANSON. 
[From  a  Copy  in  the  Nelson  Pipen.] 

Victory,  tt  Sea,  4th  October,  1804. 

Sir, 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  30th  August  last,  ac- 
quainting me  with  the  return  of  his  Majesty's  Ship  Anson, 
under  your  command,  from  Constantinople  with  the  Convoy, 
and  that  the  Sublime  Porte  had  not  made  any  charge  for  the 
repairs  of  the  said  Ship,  except  fees,  which  you  had  drawn 
for  on  the  Navy  Board,  amounting  to  £41  sterling.  I  am 
very  happy  that  the  Anson  has  again  resumed  her  station, 
and  hope  that  the  Sloops  under  your  command  will  soon  be 
in  a  state  to  join  you.  The  active  and  unwarrantable  conduct 
of  the  Enemy's  Privateers  in  the  Adriatic,  will  require  the 
most  watchful  and  alert  conduct  on  the  part  of  our  Cruizers 
in  that  sea;  but  your  indefatigable  zeal  for  his  Majesty's 
service  leads  me  to  hope  that  those  Pirates  will  be  Icept  in 
pretty  good  check,  and  destroyed  the  moment  they  attempt 
to  proceed  without  the  protection  of  Neutrality. 

I  shall,  as  soon  as  a  reinforcement  of  Small  Vessels  arrive, 
send  you  more  force,  as  it  may  be  necessary  to  order  the 
Arrow  to  England  with  the  next  Convoy.  Your  letter  of  the 
30th  August,  respecting  the  Bittern's  five  men  being  forgiven 
by  Captain  Corbet,'  and  also  that  of  the  31st,  inclosing  a  list 
of  sails,  have  been  received.     I  am,  &c., 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

*  Vide  p.  62,  ante. 
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TO  MAJOR-GENERAL  VILLETTES. 
[Autogri^jh,  in  the  possession  of  J.  Bullock,  Esq.] 

Victory,  October  5th,  1804. 

My  dear  General, 
Captain  Leake,  a  gentleman  most  fully  in  the  confidence 
of  Government,  is  going  to  Albania,  Morea,  &c  &c,  to  look 
about  him,  and  give  opinions ;  and  as  I  find  he  is  not  per- 
sonally known  to  you,  I  beg  leave  to  present  him  to  your  kind 
attention.  He  is  most  strongly  recommended  to  me  by 
Government.    I  am  ever,  dear  General,  most  faithfiilly  yours, 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  COMMISSIONER  OTWAY,  GIBRALTAR. 

[Letter-Book.] 

Victory,  at  Se«,  6th  October,  1804. 

Sir, 
I  have  received  your  several  letters  of  dates  and  purports 
undermentioned.  [Here  follow  the  dates  and  purport  of  the 
several  letters.]  In  answer  to  your  above-mentioned  letters, 
I  am  very  much  obliged  by  the^  Spanish  *  Naval  Occurrences 
at  Cadiz,'  as  well  as  by  the  list  of  arrivals  and  sailings  to  and 
from  Gibraltar,  and  the  account  of  the  Stores  unloading  firom 
the  William  Storeship  at  that  place.  I  very  much  approve  of 
the  inquiry  you  have  made  into  Mr.  Pownall's  omission  in 
not  checking  the  Boatswain  of  the  Halcyon,  on  mustering  that 
Sloop,  and  trust  his  attention  in  future  to  that  part  of  his 
duty  will  render  such  a  measure  unnecessary.  I  am,  however, 
sorry  to  observe  that  the  Ships  in  the  vicinity  of  Gibraltar  are 
prevented  firom  delivering  in  their  Muster-Books  fi-om  want 
of  muster-paper,  and  beg  you  will  be  good  enough  to  write 
the  Navy  Board  again  on  that  subject  The  Woollen  slops, 
which  you  very  properly  directed  the  Storekeeper  to  [send 
to]  the  Fleet,  will  be  very  acceptable  indeed.     I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


ET.  46.]  LETTERS.  219 

TO  HIS  EXCELLENCY  HUGH  ELUOT,  ESQ. 

[Aatogr^>h,  in  the  EUiot  Pi^ere.] 

Victory,  Ootober  Tth,  1804. 

My  dear  Sir, 

An  English  Ship  of  War  shall  always  remain  at  Naples,  as 
3ng  as  his  Sicilian  Majesty  may  think  it  necessary.  You  will 
now  that  it  is  necessary  for  me,  now  and  then,  to  ask  the 
[uestion.' 

Your  Excellency's  summary  account  of  the  situation  of 
Naples  since  the  negotiations  with  Russia,  and  of  your  very 
Qteresting  communication  with  the  King  in  person,  are  per- 
sctly  clear ;  and  [even]  if  I  did  not  know  Naples,  and  the  men 
rho  move  the  wheels  of  Government,  so  well  as  I  do,  would 
nake  the  situation  of  the  affairs  of  that  Kingdom  perfectly  clear 
0  any  person.  I  was  in  hopes  Circello  would  before  this  time 
lave  been  in  the  place  of  Chevalier  Micheroux.  Our  Govern- 
aent,  nor  any  English  Minister  or  Officer,  dare  place  con- 
idence  in  him.  I  hope  he  is  loyal  and  true  to  his  King,  but 
luch  more  is  required  for  a  Foreign  Court  to  trust  its  plans 
f  operations  and  ultimate  views  to.  Implicit  confidence  must 
e  placedy  and,  with  the  Chevalier  Micheroux,  so  far  from 
mfidenccy  the  greatest  distrust  must  prevail.  This,  I  assert, 
3  my  opinion,  of  which  your  Excellency  will  make  a  proper 
ise. 

The  new  Ministry  seem  to  have  honoured  me  with  un- 
ounded  confidence,  and  I  understand  that  your  letters  relative 
0  all  the  affairs  of  Naples,  both  as  to  its  safety  and  pecuniary 
ssistance,  are  to  the  same  tenour  as  mine.  (I  have  wrote  to 
jeneral  Villettes  to  keep  the  two  thousand  men  ready  to 
mbark  for  Messina.)    The  regret  of  General  Acton's  leaving 

'  In  reply  to  this  question  in  Lord  Nelson's  letter  to  Mr.  Elliot  on  the  28th  of 
ogust,  (Tide  p.  176,  ante,)  that  Minister  informed  him  on  the  8th  of  September, 
lat  the  King  of  Naples  had  desired  him, "  to  acquaint  your  Lordship,  officially, 
lat  in  no  period  since  the  commencement  of  hostilities,  has  the  presence  of  a 
ritish  Ship  of  War  been  more  necessary  for  the  protection  of  this  Capital,  and  the 
(curity  of  his  Family,  than  at  the  present  critical  conjuncture.  His  Sicilian  Ma- 
sty  therefore  trusts  that  your  Lordship  will  not  find  it  incompatible  with  the  other 
bjecu  of  your  important  command,  to  leave  a  British  Ship  of  force  in  this  road, 
Dtil  some  favourable  change  shall  have  taken  place  in  the  unfortunate  situation  of 
lis  Kingdom." — Original^  in  the  Elliot  Papers. 


220  LETTERS.  [1804. 

the  helm  at  such  an  important  moment  is  most  strongly 
expressed.  We  none  of  us  can  have  equal  confidence  in  any 
other  man.  Circello,  I  believCy  is  sincerely  attached  to  Acton 
and  the  King.  Our  great  and  good  Queen  sometimes,  I 
fear,  allows  herself  to  be  guided  by  people  not  possessed 
of  one  half  of  her  excellent  head  and  heart  But  the  times 
are  such  that  Kingdoms  must  not  be  played  with  ;  for  it  is 
not  difficult  to  see  that  if  Austria  joins  with  France,  so  will 
the  Turks,  and  then  Russia  will  have  her  hands  full ;  and  so 
far  from  Russia  assisting  Naples,  it  may  involve  her,  without 
the  greatest  care  and  circumspection,  in  total  ruin.  Naples 
must  not  be  hastily  involved  in  a  war  with  France.  Sicily 
must  be  saved.  The  Calabrians  must  be  kept  from  the  entrance 
of  French  Troops.  If  we  are  consulted,  we  must  assist 
Naples  in  keeping  off  the  blow  as  long  as  possible,  and  of 
giving  up  as  little  as  possible  every  time  she  may  be  pushed 
too  hard,  and  that  a  crisis  arrives. 

It  is  certainly  most  important  that  the  King's  person  should 
not  fall  into  the  power  of  the  French ;  but  the  exact  time  when 
he  should  retreat  to  Sicily  should  be  well  weighed.  If  he  goes 
too  soon,  it  may  be  said  that  he  leaves  his  Subjects  in  distress : 
if  he  stays  too  long,  he  may  be  forced  to  sign  things  that  may 
lose  him  his  Kingdom.  There  are  times  when  a  King  should 
put  himself  at  the  head  of  his  Troops,  and  defend  his  Kingdom. 
Naples  has  not  the  means  of  resisting  the  enormous  power  of 
France  unassisted.  How  far  it  might  be  right  to  leave  the 
Queen  and  Prince  Royal,  I  really  feel,  without  much  more 
information  than  I  could  obtain — without  talking  to  your 
Excellency  and  Sir  John  Acton  confidentially — unable  to 
give  an  opinion;  and  I  ought  to  beg  your  pardon  for  having 
ventured  to  say  so  much  as  I  have  done ;  but  independent  of 
my  duty  to  protect  their  Sicilian  Majesties,  I  feel  naturally,' 
having  before  seen  them  in  the  depth  of  adversity,  that  my 
heart  feels®  for  their  situation.  What  I  can  do,  shall  be  done ; 
and  perhaps  my  being  in  England,  and  conversing  with  the 
Ministers,  if  I  am  to  be  in  their  confidence,  will  be  of  more 
real  use  to  the  Kingdom  of  Naples,  than  my  being  here  the 
winter,  completely  done  up,  and  in  the  spring  be  obliged  to 
retire  for  ever.      I  sincerely  hope   that  your  Excellency's 

•  Sic. 
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Dews  is  correct  from  Berlin ;  but  I  have  my  doubts.  It  would 
be  too  much  happiness  for  JEurope,  which  seems  bent  upon 
destroying  itsel£  I  am  ever,  with  the  highest  respect,  your 
Excellency's  most  obedient  humble  Servant, 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  HIS  EXCELLENCY  HUGH  ELLIOT,  ESQ. 
[Autogrmph,  in  the  Elliot  Papers.] 

Victory,  October  Tth,  1804. 

My  dear  Sir, 

I  am  truly  sensible  of  the  kind  concern  you  express  for  the 

state  of  my  health;*  but  you  might  be  sure  that  if  I  had  not 

found  it  indispensably  necessary,  that  I  should  not  have  made 

the  application  for  a  few  months'  rest     If  I  am  able,  it  is  my 

•  On  the  8th  of  September,  1804,  Mr.  Elliot  wrote  the  following  letter  to  Lord 
Nelson: — 

"  My  Lord, — I  cannot  snfficiently  express  the  infinite  regret  with  which  their 
Sicilian  Miyesties  have  learnt  your  determination  of  quitting  your  Command  in  ike 
Mediterranean,  and  of  going  to  England  this  winter  for  the  re-establishment  of 
your  health.  Their  Sicilian  Migesties  are  in  this  not  more  concerned  for  your  in- 
disposition, than  they  are  anxious  from  the  eril  effects  which  they  apprehend  must 
ensue  to  their  interest,  in  consequence  of  your  Lordship's  absence  from  the  Medi- 
terranean. I  know  it  is  the  King's  intention  to  write  to  the  Prince  of  Castelcicala, 
to  apply  to  the  British  Government  for  your  Lordship's  speedy  return  to  these  seas, 
in  order  to  resume  the  high  Command  you  have  hitherto  exercised,  with  no  less 
credit  to  yourself  than  advantage  to  the  many  Countries,  whose  ftiture  security  rests 
entirely  upon  the  skill  by  which  a  British  Admiral  may  be  enabled  to  maintain  the 
superiority  of  the  British  Fleet  over  that  of  the  Enemy  in  the  Mediterranean. 
When  such  great  interests  are  concerned,  1  shall  not  presume  to  dweU  upon  my 
own  feelings,  although  1  cannot  but  recall  to  your  Lordship,  that  1  only  consented 
to  depart  as  abruptly  as  1  did  from  England,  to  undertake  this  arduous  and  ruinous 
Mission,  from  the  expectation  that  my  efforts  to  direct  the  councils  of  this  Kingdom 
would  have  been  seconded  by  your  pre-eminent  talents  and  judgment.  Allow  me, 
howcTer,  my  Lord,  in  this  emergency,  to  propose  to  your  consideration  a  plan,  con- 
cerning which  I  have  already  had  much  conversation  with  the  Queen,  and  which, 
if  it  can  be  adopted,  wiU  obviate  many  of  the  misfortunes  to  which  we  should  be 
exposed  by  your  absence.  As  your  Lordship's  health  requires  that  you  should  not 
be  exposed  to  the  rigours  of  another  winter's  cruize  in  the  Gulf  of  Lyons,  it  is  the 
sin^re  wish  of  this  Court  that  you  would  spend  the  severe  months  of  the  year, 
either  here  or  at  Palermo,  without  abandoning  your  chief  Conmiand  in  the  Medi- 
terranean. 1  only  do  my  duty  in  suggesting  this  idea  to  your  Lordship,  without 
venturing  to  press  upon  you  the  many  arguments  by  which,  I  think,  I  could  prove 
its  expediency.  Tou  must  be  sensible,  my  Lord,  that  no  Admiral  who  is  not  as 
well  acquainted  as  yourself  with  the  political  state  of  these  Kingdoms,  or  other 
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Ynsh  to  return;  for  where  such  unbounded  confidence  is 
placed,  I  should  feel  a  beast  not  to  exert  myself  Long  before 
this  time.  Lord  Melville  has  fixed  upon  whether  I  am  to 
return  ;  or  another  Admiral  is,  most  probably,  at  this  moment 
upon  his  passage.  Being  on  shore,  either  in  Sicily  or  Naples, 
would  not  relieve  my  mind  of  the  charge  entrusted  to  me ; 
for  my  thoughts  would  always  be  off  Toulon,  and  I  should 
feel  answerable  for  measures  which  I  do  not  direct.  If  the 
Admiralty  choose  to  leave  Sir  Richard  Bickerton,  the  Medi- 
terranean cannot  be  left  in  the  hands  of  a  more  correct  and 
discreet  Officer.  I  beg  you  will  express  to  their  Majesties 
my  true  sense  of  all  their  gracious  goodness  towards  me ;  and 
believe  me  ever,  my  dear  Sir,  your  most  obliged  and  faithful 

servant. 

Nelson  and  Bbonte. 


TO  THE  CHEVALIER  MICHEROUX. 
[From  a  Copy,  in  the  Elliot  Papers.] 

Victory,  October  7th,  1804. 

Sir, 
I  have  been  honoured  with  your  Excellency's  letters  of 
August  28th,  with  the  several  inclosures  respecting  the  con- 
duct of  the  Boat  of  his  Majesty's  Sloop  Bittern,  in  the  Mole  of 
Naples,  and  of  the  conduct  of  his  Majesty's  Schooner  Renard, 
on  the  Coast  of  Sicily,  in  destroying  a  Privateer  belonging  to 
the  Italian  Republic.  Your  Excellency  having  wrote  officially 
to  his  Excellency  Mr.  Elliot  upon  those  subjects,  which  he 
has  transmitted  to  me,  I  have  sent  my  answers  to  his  Excel- 
lency, who  will  regularly  communicate  them  to  you.  But 
with  your  Excellency's  leave,  I  will  reply  to  such  parts  of 
your  letter  as  his  Majesty's  good  opinion   of  my  conduct 

Eastern  Countries,  and  of  Bussia  can  possibly  act  with  the  same  effect  that  yon  can 
do,  when  there  is  eVery  reason  to  expect  that  the  Emperor  of  Russia,  and  perhiqw 
even  the  Ottoman  Porte,  will  utimately  co-operate  with  us  in  our  endeavours  to  set 
bounds  to  the  lawless  ambition  of  France.  May  my  representations  upon  this  sub- 
ject not  come  too  late,  as  I  am  certain  that  your  departure  from  the  Mediterranean 
will  not  less  tend  to  encourage  our  Enemies,  than  to  diminish  the  confidence  of 
those  friendly  Powers,  who  look  towards  your  Lordship's  abilities  as  to  the  surest 
means  of  success.  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. — ^H.  Elliot.*' — Original  in  the 
Elliot  papers. 
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demands — that  I  should  express  that  it  still>  and  ever  will  be, 
mj  pride,  to  deserve  bis  Majesty's  continued  good  opinion, 
and  I  shall  venture  to  do  it  with  that  openness,  which  a  mind 
void  of  offence  is  able  to  do ;  and  I  rely  that  your  Excellency 
will  approve  of  what  I  shall  say,  and  acquiesce  in  the  justness 
of  some  of  the  observations. 

The  trivial,  although  certainly  irregular  conduct  of  the  Bit- 
tern's Boat,  was  not  worth  the  time  of  your  Excellency  to  write 
to  a  Public  Minister.  In  the  first  instance,  if  the  Captain  of  the 
Port,  or  Naval  Officer,  had  gone  with  the  complaint  to  Cap- 
taiD  Malcolm,  he  would,  in  the  first  instance,  have  not  only 
disapproved  the  proceedings  but  reprimanded  the  Officer,  as 
he  has  done  when  communicated  to  him,  for  his  conduct. 
The  searching  for  Deserters,  or  for  men  absent  firom  their 
Ships,  has  in  all  Countries  been  tolerated.  If  improper  conduct 
is  pursued,  certainly  it  is  cause  for  just  offence ;  but  none  is 
stated  to  have  happened.  All  Vessels  in  the  Mole  of  Naples 
are  Neutrals,  as  far  as  relates  to  any  of  the  belligerent  Powers ; 
therefore  no  offence  could  be  given  to  either  French  or  Dutch. 
It  may  be  an  irregularity,  searching  for  absent  Seamen,  but  it 
is  tolerated  by  all  Nations.  Do  not  other  Nations  look  for 
their  men  every  day  at  Naples?  Certainly  they  do.  But  it 
is  my  wish  to  have  our  conduct  so  correct,  that  envy  and 
malice  itself  should  not  be  able  to  find  fault  with  us,  and  to 
contrast  our  conduct  with  that  of  French  Armed  Vessels,  in 
the  Mole  of  Naples,  to  the  British  Officers  and  Men. 

I  have  sent  Mr.  Elliot  the  Officer's  Report  of  his  destroying 
the  Privateer  upon  the  Coast  of  Sicily,  and  I  have  already 
directed  a  strict  inquiry  into  the  transaction ;  for  although 
the  conduct  of  the  Enemy's  Privateers  is  so  infamous,  and  in 
defiance  of  all  laws  of  Neutrality,  yet  their  doing  vnrong  is  no 
rule  why  we  should.  There  is  a  general  principle  which  I 
have  laid  down  for  the  regulation  of  the  Officers'  conduct 
under  my  command — which  is  never  to  break  the  Neutrality 
of  any  Port  or  place.  But  never  to  consider  as  Neutral  any 
place  from  whence  an  attack  is  allowed  to  be  made, — the 
attacker  forfeits  all  Neutrality. 

The  result  of  this  inquiry  shall  be  sent  to  Naples  as  soon 
as  possible ;  and  I  beg  leave  to  request  that  your  Excellency 
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will  assure  his  Sicilian  Majesty,  that  the  strictest  Justice  shall 
be  done,  as  far  as  is  in  the  power  of  your  Excellency's  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

Nelson  and  Bbontb. 


TO  HIS  EXCELLENCY  HUGH  ELUOT,  ESQ. 
[Autograph,  in  the  Elliot  Pftpers.] 

Victory,  October  7th,  1804. 

My  dear  Sir, 

As  I  send  you  my  answer  to  Chevalier  Micheroux's  letter, 
it  will  not  be  necessary  to  enter  into  any  detail  of  my  opinions 
to  your  Excellency.  The  fault  of  the  Bittern's  Officer*  was 
nothing,  if  he  conducted  himself  properly.  It  is  an  irregu- 
larity committed  by  all  Nations,  every  day,  in  every  Port 
But  certainly  Captain  Malcolm's  reprimand  was  full  and 
ample  for  every  hurt  which  the  foot  of  a  British  Officer  could 
do,  in  trampling  upon  the  deck  of  a  French  or  Dutch  Ship. 
I  certainly  wish  nothing  to  be  done,  which  could  in  any 
manner  commit  the  good  King  of  Naples  with  the  French. 
They  wish  for  nothing  better.  I  send  your  Excellency  Lieu- 
tenant Spencer's  letter.  I  have  not  approved  of  his  conduct ; 
for  although  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  this  Vessel  would  have 
committed  herself,  yet  as  she  does  not  appear  to  have  done  it, 
under  that  presumption  Mr.  Spencer  was  hasty.*  This  Priva- 
teer has  before,  I  dare  say,  broke  the  Neutrality ;  at  least,  I 
hope,  for  Mr.  Spencer's  sake,  that  it  will  appear  so  in  the 
inquiry  I  have  ordered.  The  conduct  of  the  French  in 
Sicily,  and  of  many  of  the  Governors,  has  been  shameful. 
Nothing  would  prevent  their  being  complained  of,  but  the 
consideration  of  the  very  delicate  situation  of  his  Sicilian 
Majesty.     I  am,  my  dear  Sir,  your  most  faithful  servant. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

With  respect  to  the  Neapolitan  Vessels  taken  near  Especia, 

1  In  the  afternoon  of  the  28rd  of  Aogast,  1804,  an  Officer  and  Boat's  crew,  armed 
with  cntlasses,  helonging  to  the  Bittern,  went  on  board  of  three  Dutch  Vessels  in 
the  Mole  at  Naples,  in  search  of  four  deserters ;  but  not  finding  them,  they  proceeded 
to  a  French  Brig,  the  Master  of  which  having  positively  refused  to  allow  his  Vessel 
to  be  examined,  without  an  order  from  the  French  Ambassador,  the  Officer  returned 
to  the  Bittern  fbr  ftirther  orders.    Nothing  more,  however,  took  place. 

*  Vide  p.  215,  ante. 
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it  is  not  the  direct  road  to  Barcelona ;  and  how  little  must 
the  Chevalier  know  of  our  just  laws,  to  think  that  either  you, 
or  I,  or  even  the  King,  dare  to  communicate  with  a  Judge. 
Justice  will  be  done,  be  it  for  or  against  the  captor  of  these 
Vessels. 


TO  HIS  EXCELLENCY  HUGH  ELUOT,  ESQ. 
[Autograph,  in  the  Elliot  Papers.] 

Private.  Victory,  October  7th,  1804. 

My  dear  Sir, 
Doctor  Scott  is  delighted  with  your  kind  attention  to  him. 
He  joined  us,  October  3rd.  The  wind  blows  [so]  strong 
Easterly,  that  nothing  can  leave  me.  I  am  very  anxious  to 
send  your  dispatches  from  the  Secretary  of  State.  I  have 
been  better  than  I  am,  but  at  this  moment  I  am  very  unwelL 
We  shall  see  what  the  Admiralty  will  do  with  me.  I  beg  my 
respectful  compliments  to  Mrs.  Elliot,  and  believe  me  ever, 
jours  most  faithfully, 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 
Turn  over. 

Your  son  is  very  well ;  the  Amazon  is  with  us.     Pray,  for- 
ward my  letter  to  Mr.  Jackson. 


TO  HIS  excellency  HUGH  ELLIOT,  ESQ. 
[Autograph,  in  the  EUiot  Papers.] 

Victory,  October  8th,  1804. 

My  dear  Sir, 
Captain  Leake,  Royal  Artillery,  who  has  wrote  to  you  upon 
the  subject  of  a  Draftsman,  is  anxious  that  I  should  write  you 
a  line  to  mention  him  to  your  Excellency.  Captain  L.  is 
very  high  in  the  confidence  of  Government,  and  employed  on 
a  Military  mission,  and  to  look  about  him,  that  we  may  know 
what  is  really  going  forward  with  the  Russians,  &c.  &c.  I 
am  ever,  my  dear  Sir,  most  faithfully  yours. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


VOL.  VI. 
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TO  THE  RIGHT  HONOURABLE  THE  EARL  CAMDEN.  K,G. 

[Aatograph,  in  the  Colonial  Office.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  10th  October,  1804. 

My  Lord, 
I  had  the  honour  to  receive  your  Lordship's  letter  of  the 
17th  August,  on  the  subject  of  a  Tunisian  Vessel  having  been 
carried  into  Palermo  by  a  Privateer  supposed  to  be  belonging 
to  Gibraltar.  In  answer  thereto,  I  have  the  honour  to  ac- 
quaint your  Lordship  that  the  business  respecting  the  deten- 
tion of  the  said  Tunisian  Vessel  is  settled ;  and,  I  have  the 
pleasure  to  add,  without  any  subsequent  bad  consequences. 

I  have,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  THE  RIGHT  HONOURABLE  EARL  SPENCER,  K.G. 

[From  Clarke  and  M'Arthar,  vol.  ii.  p.  387.] 

Victory,  10th  October,  1804. 

I  do  assure  you,  my  dear  Lord,  that  not  one  of  all  your 
Naval  friends,  and  you  ought  to  have  many,  loves,  honours, 
and  respects  you  more  than  myself,  or  is  more  grateful  for  all 
your  kindness.  Circumstances  may  have  separated  us:  but 
my  sincere  respect  and  attachment  can  never  be  shaken  by 
either  political  or  other  considerations ;  and  it  will  always  give 
me  pleasure,  in  showing  my  regard  for  the  Father  by  atten- 
tions to  the  Son.*  The  sight  of  yoiur  letter  called  forth  feel- 
ings of  which  I  have  reason  to  be  proud,  but  which  cannot  be 
readily  expressed ;  therefore  I  shall  only  say  for  myself^  that 
Nelson  never  has,  nor  can  change.     I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

*  The  Honourable  Robert,  afterwards  Captain  Sir  Robert  Spencer,  K.C.H.,  who 
died  on  the  4th  of  Noyember,  1830. 
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TO  VISCOUNT  MELVILLE,  FIRST  LORD  OF  THE  ADMIRALTY. 

[From  Clarke  and  M'Arthur,  yol.  ii.  p.  388,  who  state  that  "  the  Admiral  ex- 
pressed himself  as  being  satisfied  with  the  arrangements  that  had  been  made  bj 
the  Board  of  Admiralty,  as  to  Line-of-Battle  Ships,  yet  lamented  the  manner  in 
which  the  Service  continued  to  be  cramped  for  want  of  Frigates.  A  deficiency  of 
them  in  the  Mediterranean  allowed  the  Enemy's  Privateers  to  increase,  and  con* 
siderable  depredations  to  be  made  on  our  valuable  Trade  in  that  sea;"  and  he 
added:] 

10th  October,  1801. 

But  I  am  sure,  my  Lord,  from  your  wise  beginning,  that  a 
full  crop  of  credit,  and  I  believe  of  glory,  will  accrue  to  the 
Board  of  Admiralty.     I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  WILLIAM  MAR8DEN,  ESQ.,  ADMIRALTY. 
[Original,  in  the  Admiralty.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  10th  October,  1804. 

Sir, 

You  will  please  to  acquaint  the  Lords  Commissioners  of 
the  Admiralty  that  I  have  received  their  order,  dated  the  3 1st 
July  last,  directing  me  to  hold  in  readiness,  in  such  Port  as 
may  be  agreed  upon  by  Mr.  Jackson,  his  Majesty's  Minister 
to  the  King  of  Sardinia,  and  myself,  one  of  the  Ships  under 
my  command,  for  the  purpose  of  conveying  his  Sardinian 
Majesty  to  such  Port  in  the  Mediterranean  as  he  may  ap- 
point ;  and  to  adopt  such  measures  for  the  Naval  defence  of 
the  Island  of  Sardinia  as  may  be  best  calculated  for  that  pur- 
pose, and  consistent  with  the  other  services  entrusted  to  my 
care*  In  answer  to  which,  you  will  please  to  acquaint  the 
Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  that,  in  the  very  early 
part  of  my  communication  with  Mr.  Jackson,  the  removal  of 
his  Sardinian  Majesty  was  a  principal  consideration ;  and  that 
I  have  frequently  wrote  to  that  Minister  on  the  same  subject, 
and  have  constantly  had  the  safety  of  hb  Sardinian  Majesty 
in  view. 

I  wrote  on  the  7th  instant  to  Mr.  Jackson,  and  the  moment 
he  signifies  his  Sardinian  Majesty's  pleasure  to  me,  a  Ship  of 
War  shall  be  sent  agreeably  to  his  wish,  to  remove  his  Majesty 
to  any  Port  in  the  Mediterranean  which  he  may  think  proper. 

q2 
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The  defence  of  the  Island  of  Sardinia  shall  be  constantly  kept 
in  view^  and  the  necessary  measures  adopted  for  that  par- 
pose,  as  far  as  may  be  compatible  with  the  other  services  en- 
trusted to  my  care.     I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  WILLIAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ.,  ADMIRALTY. 

[Original,  in  the  Admiralty.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  lOth  October,  1804. 

Sir, 
I  herewith  transmit  you  a  letter  from  the  Reverend  Mr. 
Hughes,*  Chaplain  to  the  Naval  Hospital  at  Gibraltar,  which 
you  will  please  to  lay  before  the  Lords  Commissioners  of 
the  Admiralty  for  their  consideration  ;  and  at  the  same  time 
acquaint  their  Lordships  that  Mr.  Hughes  is  a  very  respect- 
able Clergyman,  and  appears  to  me  deserving  of  some  relief 
A  former  application  from  Mr.  Hughes  was  transmitted  in 
my  letter  to  Sir  Evan  Nepean,  dated  the  18th  August,  1803. 

I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

TO  WILLIAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ.,  ADMIRALTY. 

[Original,  in  the  Admiralty.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  10th  October,  1804. 

Sir, 
I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  28th  August  last,*  ac- 
quainting me  that  it  is  the  wish  of  his  Majesty's  Confidential 

»  Mr.  Hughes'  letter  stated  that  he  had  performed  the  duty  in  the  GibnJtir 
Naval  Hospital  and  Yard  for  fourteen  years,  with  no  remuneration  but  burial  fees; 
and  he  therefore  requested  to  be  allowed  a  salary. 

•  The  letter  referred  to  has  not  been  found ;  but  Lord  Nelson  then  receited  th« 
following  letters  from  Earl  Camden,  Secretary  of  State  for  the  War  Department, 
and  from  Lord  Harrowby,  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  (to  some  of  which 
he  afterwards  alludes,)  which  show  the  high  value  the  Government  attached  to 
his  opinions,  especially  respecting  Sardinia: — 

FROM  EABL  CAMDEN  TO  LORD  KELSON. 

"  Most  private  and  confidential. 
««  My  Lord,  "  Downing  Street,  29th  August,  180i 

"  His  Mi^esty  having  been  graciously  pleased  to  place  in  my  hands  the  Setli  of 
the  Colonial  and  War  Department,  the  letters  which  your  Lordship  addreaiad  to 


.*rr.  46.]  letter&  229 

Servants  that  I  should  keep  a  watchful  look  over  anj  motions 
of  the  Enem  J  that  maj  have  a  tendency  to  injure  an  j  of  the 
rights  and  possessions  of  the  Allies  of  Great  Britain  in  this 
Country^  and  signifying  to  me  their  Lordships'  direction  to 

Lord  Hobftit  on  political  subjects,  have  been  deliTered  to  me.  In  this  dispatch  I 
propose  to  confine  mjrself  to  the  commnnications  receiTed  from  jonr  Lordship  on 
the  great  importance  which  yon  attach  to  the  Island  of  Sardinia,  both  as  its  posses* 
ston  regards  the  object  to  which  this  Country  most  always  look  in  the  Mediterranean, 
or  as  its  occupation  by  France  would  enable  that  Power  to  counteract  these  objects, 
and  assiat  her  own  Tiews  in  that  part  of  the  world. 

*'  This  letter,  as  well  as  one  of  this  date  which  yoor  Lordship  will  receiTe  from 
Lord  MelTille,  will  apprise  your  Lordship  how  much  weight  is  justly  given  to  your 
remarks  and  reasoning  upon  the  subject  of  the  Island  of  Sardinia.  Lord  Melville's 
letter,  which  his  Lordship  has  communicated  to  me,  makes  it  unnecessary  for  me  to 
address  you  on  the  Naval  part  of  this  subject,  as  connected  with  that  Island ;  but 
in  addition  to  the  observations  contained  in  that  letter,  and  the  instructions  which 
9X9  conveyed  to  you  in  it,  your  Lordship  will  naturally  expect  to  receive  from  me 
an  intimation  of  the  probability  of  our  being  enabled  to  detach  fit>m  this  Country 
Troops  to  be  employed  in  the  Mediterranean. 

**  The  extensive  preparations  of  the  Enemy  on  the  opposite  Coasts  of  France, 
render  it  absolutely  inexpedient  to  advise  a  present  reduction  of  the  force  in  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  by  detaching  any  part  of  it  upon  distant  expeditions ;  and  until 
the  season  of  the  year  shall  render  the  proposed  attempt  of  the  Enemy  less  pro- 
bable, or  until  the  measures  in  progn^ss  for  augmenting  the  Army  shall  have  taken 
place,  no  addition  can  be  made  to  the  force  note  in  the  Mediterranean. 

**  Whenever  such  addition  can  be  made,  the  King's  Ministers  consider  the 
objects  in  that  quarter  as  of  the  highest  importance,  and  the  preventing  of  the  Island 
ot  Sardinia  firom  falling  into  the  hands  of  France,  amongst  the  very  first  objects  to 
be  attended  to.  As  far  as  the  arrival  of  reinforcements  bears  upon  that  subject,  I 
cannot  hold  out  to  your  Lordship  any  expectation  of  that  event  before  the  close  of 
the  present  year.  Until  such  reinforcements  may  arrive,  the  instructions  from 
Lord  Melville,  to  which  I  have  alluded,  point  out  the  objects  to  which  it  is  desired 
your  Lordship  shall  attend,  as  far  as  respects  the  Naval  view  of  the  subject.  With 
regard  to  the  Military  inquiries  to  be  made,  the  Memorandum  which  Ci^tain 
Leake  (who  had  before  been  instructed  by  Lord  Ilarrowby  to  proceed  to  Corfu, 
and  the  Coast  of  European  Turkey)  has  received  from  his  Lordship,  makes  it  unne- 
cessary for  me  to  do  more,  than  to  desire  your  Lordship  to  afford  whatever  assistance 
your  situation  enables  you  to  the  inquiries  it  is  suggested  that  Officer  shall  make, 
in  case  yon  should  think  it  advisable  that  he  should  proceed  to  Sardinia  for  that 
purpose.  I  entirely  concur  in  the  Memorandum  alluded  to,  and  to  which  I  refer 
your  Lordship. 

"  Whenever,  from  Captain  Leake's  report,  or  from  any  other  source  on  which 
you  may  depend,  your  Lordship  is  enabled  to  give  a  more  minute  and  detailed 
account  of  the  Island  of  Sardinia,  both  as  the  opportunity  is  afforded  to  take  posses- 
sion of  it,  as  well  as  to  retain  it  afterwards,  you  will  give  me  the  earliest  informa- 
tion of  these  circumstances.  In  the  meantime,  your  Lordship  will  not  omit  any 
means  within  your  power  to  prevent  so  serious  a  misfortune  to  this  Country,  as  the 
Islands  of  Sardinia  or  Sicily  fedling  into  the  hands  of  France. 

**  I  will  not  detain  your  Lordship  ftirther  than  to  thank  you  for  the  communica- 
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afford  his  Majesty's  Allies  in  the  Mediterranean  every  pro- 
tection in  my  power^  consistent  with  a  due  attention  to  the 
other  important  duties  committed  to  my  care.  In  answer  to 
which,  you  will  please  to  acquaint  the  Lords  Commissioners 
of  the  Admiralty  that  due  regard  shall  be  paid  to  their  in- 
structions above  mentioned.     I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Brontr. 

tions  which  have  been  received  from  you,  and  to  request  a  continuance  of  that  cor- 
respondence which  mj  predecessor  had  the  advantage  of  enjoying  with  your  Lord- 
ship, on  points  so  essential  to  his  Majesty's  interests  in  that  quarter  of  the  globe, 
in  which  your  Lordship  is  so  desirably  and  so  useftilly  employed.  I  have  the 
honour  to  remain,  with  great  truth  and  regard,  your  Lordship's  most  sincere  and 
ftdthful,  humble  servant, — Camdbn." — {Oriffinal,  in  the  possession  of  the  Right 
Honourable  John  WUson  Croker.) 

FROM  EARL  CAMDEN  TO  LORD  NELSON. 

"  Private.  "  Downing  Street,  August  29th,  1804. 

"  My  Lord, 

*'  I  hope  your  Lordship  will  permit  me  to  solicit  a  continuance  of  that  most 
nsefiil  and  advantageous  correspondence  which  Lord  Hobart  had  the  advantage  of 
possessing  with  your  Lordship ;  and  I  trust  it  is  unnecessary  to  assure  yon  that  io 
intrusting  to  me  your  Lordship's  sentiments  on  the  political  subjects  connected 
with  the  Mediterranean,  you  repose  them  in  a  person  who  justly  appreciates  your 
opinions,  and  has  the  highest  admiration  of  your  character.  My  letter  of  this  date 
will  inform  you  how  much  weight  the  Government  gives  to  your  representations  on 
the  subject  of  Sardinia,  and  I  am  very  sorry  to  hold  out  to  you  only  a  distant 
prospect  of  the  arrival  of  reinforcements  in  the  Mediterranean,  as  it  regards  the 
particular  subject  of  Sardinia,  as  well  as  other  interesting  objects  in  that  quarter. 

"  Your  Lordship's  dispatches  and  their  inclosures,  on  the  subject  of  the  points  in 
dispute  with  the  Dey  of  Algiers,  have  arrived  so  lately  in  this  country,  that  I  am 
not  enabled  to  send,  by  the  present  conveyance,  instructions  on  that  subject.  I  beg 
your  Lordship,  however,  to  be  assured  of  the  high  opinion  1  entertain  of  your  dis- 
cretion and  address  in  the  orders  you  have  given,  and  in  the  selection  of  the  persons 
you  employed  to  execute  them.  I  reqaest  your  Lordship's  permission  to  take  this 
opportunity  to  return  you  my  thanks  for  the  attention  you  were  so  good  as  to  give 
to  my  request  about  my  nephew,  Mr.  James.  I  lament  he  did  not  accept  your  offer 
to  allow  him  to  remain  in  the  Mediterranean,  and  still  more,  that  he  has  since 
quitted  the  Sea  for  the  Land  Service.  I  have  the  honour  to  remain,  with  perfect 
truth,  your  Lordship's  most  obedient,  humble  servant, — Camden." — {AtUo^raphf 
in  the  possession  of  the  Right  Honourable  John  Wilson  Croker.) 

FROM    LORD    HARROWBT   TO    LORD    NELSON. 

"  Downing  Street,  29th  August,  1804. 
"  My  LorJ, 

"  Having  had  the  advantage  of  perusing  the  letters  which  your  Lordship  had 
sent  to  Lord  Hawkesbury,  I  beg  to  solicit  the  continuance  of  your  Lordship's  cor- 
respondence, upon  such  points  as  relate  to  the  business  of  that  department  which 
his  Mfyesty  has  been  graciously  pleased  to  intrust  to  me. 

**  This  letter  will  be  delivered  to  you  by  Captain  Leake,  of  the  Royal  Artilleiy, 
an  Officer  of  distinguished  merit,  who  served  with  the  Turkish  Army  in  Egypt ; 
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TO  WILLIAM  MARSDEN,  £SQ^  ADMIRALTY. 
[Original,  in  the  Admiralty.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  10th  October,  1804. 

Sir, 
I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  17th  August,  signifying 
to  me  their  Lordships'  direction  to  cause  the  Recruits  raised 
by  Captain  Adair  for  the  Royal  Marines  to  be  placed  to  the 
vacant  Companies,  in  order  to  ascertain  them.  In  answer 
thereto,  I  herewith  transmit  you  a  letter  from  Captain  Adair, 
together  with  a  Return  of  Recruits  that  have  joined  the  Victory 
between  the  1st  September  and  4th  instant,  which  you  will 
please  to  lay  before  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admi- 

be  b  directed  to  proceed  apon  a  Military  missioii  to  Albania,  and  the  Morea,  for 
purposes  folly  detailed  in  instructions  which  he  will  communicate  to  your  Lord- 
ship. He  is  also  directed  to  put  himself  under  your  orders,  in  case  you  should 
think  it  advisable  to  ascertain  with  more  precision,  by  the  assistance  of  his  profes- 
sional knowledge,  Tarious  points  respecting  the  Island  of  Sardinia,  that  are  speci6ed 
in  a  Memorandum  which  I  have  put  into  his  hands,  or  any  other  points  on  which 
yon  may  think  it  desirable  that  further  information  should  be  obtained.  You  will, 
no  doubt,  be  sensible  that  a  mission  of  this  nature  will  require  considerable  address 
and  caution  in  the  execution.  As,  for  various  reasons,  which  I  cannot  now  detail,  no 
communication  has,  or  can  weU  be  made,  to  the  King  of  Sardinia,  or  to  his  Minister 
here,  upon  such  a  sul^ject.  Captain  Leake  must  be  considered,  in  case  you  think  it 
proper  he  should  proceed,  as  acting  under  your  Lordship's  orders  only.  The  fre- 
quent communications  which  you  must  necessarily  have  with  different  ports  of  the 
Island  of  Sardinia,  will  enable  you  to  direct  the  conduct  of  Captain  Leake,  and  of 
any  Naval  Officer  whom  he  may  accompany,  in  such  a  manner  as  to  give  the  least 
possible  occasion  to  jealousy  or  alarm.  It  is  peculiarly  important  that  no  prema- 
ture suspicion  should  arise  of  the  occupation,  in  any  contingency,  of  any  part  of 
Sardinia  by  British  Troops,  as  such  a  suspicion  would  only  serve  to  hasten  the 
attack  of  the  French.  You  wiU  have  seen,  by  Lord  Camden's  letter,  that  no  sufficient 
force  could  at  present  be  spared  for  that  purpose ;  and  the  only  hope  of  preserving 
it,  in  the  meantime,  rests  upon  the  Naval  defence,  which  the  reinforcement  now 
sent  you,  may  enable  you  with  less  inconvenience  to  station  near  the  Straits  of 
Bonafaccio. 

**  Obtain  Leake  is  charged  with  the  duplicates  of  some  dispatches,  which  were 
sent  by  a  Courier  to  Mr.  Elliot  two  months  ago,  and  with  another  dispatch  of  this 
date,  which  it  is  desirable  should  reach  him  without  risk,  or  loss  of  time.  I  have 
directed  them  to  be  put  under  a  flying  seal,  in  order  that  your  Lordship  may  be 
apprised  of  his  Majesty's  sentiments  and  instructions  respecting  an  object  which 
you  have  always  near  at  heart,  and  to  which  your  efforts  have  so  essentially  contri- 
buted— the  preservation  of  the  Persons  and  Dominions  of  their  Sicilian  Mi^esties. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c — Habbowbt. 

"  As  there  is  not  time  to  have  this  letter  copied,  your  Lordship  will  have  the 
goodness  to  excuse  the  form  in  which  it  comes." — {Autograph,  in  the  possession  of 
the  Bight  Honourable  John  Wilson  Croker.) 
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ralty^  for  their  information ;  and  at  the  same  time  move  their 
Lordships  to  give  the  necessary  directions  for  Captain  Adair's 
being  allowed  the  sum  of  one  guinea  and  a  half  for  each  of 
the  Recruits  he  has  so  raised.  It  is  but  justice  to  mention 
that  Captain  Adair  has^  by  the  most  indefatigable  exertions, 
procured  the  men  he  has  already  enlisted  without  ever  going 
out  of  the  Ship,  or  sending  an  Officer  for  that  purpose ;  con- 
sequently, as  their  Lordships  will  observe,  he  is  obliged  to 
give  a  certain  pecuniary  reward  to  the  people  who  procure 
them  for  him.  I  must  also  beg  to  mention  that  the  Recruits 
have  all  been  raised  from  the  different  places  in  the  Mediter- 
ranean, and  not  enlisted  from  the  Squadron,  as  I  believe  was 
done  in  many  instances  by  Colonel  Flight,  during  Lord  St 
Vincent's  Command  in  these  seas. 

If  any  Officer  employed  on  this  service  is  entitled  to  an 
additional  consideration  for  inspecting  Recruits,  I  must  beg  to 
recommend  Captain  Adair^  as  justly  deserving  it.     I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  WILLIAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ^  ADMIRALTY. 
[Original,  in  the  Admiralty.] 
Sir,  Victory,  at  Sea,  lOtli  October,  1804. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  4th  August,  with  the 
inclosure  therein  mentioned  from  Mr.  Stanley,  Consul  at 
Trieste,  to  the  Master  of  Lloyd's  Coffee-house,  and  signifying 
their  Lordships'  direction  to  call  upon  the  Captain  of  his 
Majesty's  brig  Morgiana  to  account  for  his  having  left  his 
Convoy.  In  answer  thereto,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  my 
letter  of  the  8th  ult.,'  with  its  inclosure  from  Captain  Raynsford 
of  the  said  Brig,  giving  a  very  full  and  correct  account  of  his 
proceedings  on  the  occasion  alluded  to  in  Mr.  Stanley's  said 
letter,  which  I  have,  as  their  Lordships  will  observe,  approved 
of,  and  trust  his  conduct  will  also  meet  their  approbation* 

I  cannot  here  omit  noticing  the  very  indecent  liberty  which 
Mr.  Stanley  takes  with  the  conduct  of  Captain  Raynsford, 
which,  not  only  on  the  present,  but  on  all  former  occasions  that 
have  come  within  my  knowledge,  has  been  highly  to  that 
Officer's  credit,  and  the  good  of  his  Majesty's  Service.  I  am,  &c., 

Nelson  and  Bronts. 

*  Captain  Adair  was  killed  in  the  Victory,  at  Trafalgar.  '  Vide  p.  195,  ante. 
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TO  THE  RIGHT  HONOURABLE  THE  EARL  CAMDEN,  K.G. 

[Autograph,  in  the  Colonial  Office.] 

Victory,  October  11th,  1804. 

My  Lord, 

I  have  been  honoured  with  your  Lordship's  letter  of  August 
29th,  and  having  answered  Lord  Melville  and  Lord  Harrowby 
on  the  subject  of  Sardinia,  it  would  be  a  waste  of  your  Lord- 
ship's time  to  repeat  again  what  I  have  wrote  them,  and  which, 
of  course,  will  come  to  your  Lordship ;  and  as,  from  the  state  of 
my  health,  I  shall  be  in  England  nearly  as  soon  as  this  letter,  I 
shall  then  be  happy  to  give  your  Lordship  all  the  information 
which,  you  may  suppose,  I  possess  relative  to  Sardinia, 
Naples,  Sicily,  Morea,  Barbary  States,  &c.  &c. 

I  send  your  Lordship  the  last  return  of  French  troops  in 
Corsica  and  Elba.  Captain  Leake  is  going  to  Malta  and 
Corfu,  &c.  &c.,  not  thinking  it  proper  he  should  go  to  Sar- 
dinia, as  we  possess  every  information  about  it,  and  another 
Officer's  going  would  probably  hasten  the  French  views 
upon  it 

I  shall  always  keep  a  constant  watch  upon  the  French  in 
Corsica,  that  they  shall  not  get  over  if  I  can  help  it  I  have,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  THE  RIGHT  HONOURABLE  THE  EARL  CAMDEN,  K.G. 

[Autograph,  in  the  Colonial  Office.] 

Victory,  October  11th,  1804. 

My  Lord, 
I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  you  my  correspondence  with 
the  Dey  of  Algiers,  since  Mr.  M^Donough  went  there.  I  have 
done  with  him.  He  wishes  to  be  thought  a  Marabout  Next 
Spring  it  will  be  thought  necessary  to  turn  the  thoughts  of 
Ministers  towards  Algiers ;  but  the  more  we  appear  to  give 
way,  the  more  insolent  he  is.  The  business  of  the  Veloce 
was  the  Ship  he  sent  an  Ambassador  to  England  about,  in 
the  year  1800,  and  everything  was  settled.  The  Jews  who 
have  led  him  wrong,  are  now  seriously  alarmed,  but  nobody 
can  give  your  Lordship  such  correct  information  as  his  Ma- 
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jestj's  late  Consul,  Mr.  Falcon ;  and  allow  me  to  say  that,  iu 
my  humble  opinion,  Mr.  F.  would  fill  the  place  of  the  late 
Mr.  Lock  in  Egypt,  with  great  advantage  to  the  State.  I 
have,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Brontk 


TO  THE  RIGHT  HONOURABLE  LORD  HARROWBY. 

[From  Clarke  and  M'Arthur,  toI.  iL  p.  389.] 

1 1th  October,  180i. 

My  Lord, 
You  must  excuse  that  want  of  regularity  and  method  in 
arranging  the  various  subjects,  so  easy  to  Statesmen,  but  with 
which  a  man  who  has  been  all  his  life  at  sea  cannot  be  sup- 
posed to  be  so  well  acquainted.  I  received  Captain  Leake 
with  that  openness,  which  was  necessary  to  make  myself  as 
well  acquainted  with  him  in  three  days,  as  others  might  do  in 
as  many  years.  I  have  given  him  sJl  the  knowledge  of  the 
men,  their  views,  &c.  &c.,  as  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  form 
a  judgment  We  know  everything  respecting  Sardinia  which 
is  necessary — that  it  has  no  money,  no  troops,  no  means  of 
defence. . .  I  will  only  mention  the  state  of  one  Town,  Alghiera, 
fortified  with  seventy  large  cannon,  and  containing  10  or 
12,000  inhabitants.  It  has  forty  Soldiers  and  a  Governor,  not 
one  of  whom  has  been  paid  any  wages  for  more  than  three 
years.  They  levy  a  small  tax  upon  what  comes  in  or  goes  out 
of  the  Town.  Guns  honeycombed  for  want  of  paint,  and  only 
two  carriages  fit  to  stand  firing ;  and  the  Governor  shows 
this,  and  says,  ^  How  long  can  we  go  on  in  this  manner? 
This  place  was  intended  to,  and  would,  in  our  hands,  possess 
the  whole  of  the  coral  fishery ;  but  for  want  of  active  com- 
merce, grass  grows  in  the  streets.  I  could  repeat  the  same 
miserable  state  of  the  City  of  Sassari,  where  there  is  a  regular 
University  established,  now  in  misery.  The  French  mean  to 
make  that  the  seat  of  Government ;  it  is  in  a  beautifiil  and 
fertile  plain  twelve  miles  from  the  sea,  to  which  a  liver  flows. 

I  am,  &c.. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 
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TO  CAPTAIN  CRACRAFT,  H.M.  SHIP  ANSON. 

[From  A  Copy  in  the  Admiralty.] 

Victory,  October  12th,  1804. 

My  dear  Sir, 
As  the  Medusa  will  very  shortly  proceed  to  England,  and 
as  I  do  not  see  the  necessity  of  keeping  so  large  a  Frigate  to 
the  Eastward,  now  the  Ionian  Republic  and  the  Morea  are 
so  well  secured  by  the  Russians,  and  if  there  are  no  immediate 
indications  of  an  embarkation  from  the  Heel  of  Italy,  for 
Sicily,  I  think,  as  you  wish  it,  that  you  may  as  well  take 
Gore's  place,  as  the  Medusa  must  go  to  England  to  be  docked ; 
therefore,  if  you  see  nothing  necessary  to  keep  you  at  Malta, 
or  to  the  Eastward,  you  will  give  all  the  necessary  directions 
relative  to  the  protection  of  the  Convoys,  and  proceed  to  take 
the  Medusa's  station  outside  the  Straits — orders  will  be  sent 
down  for  your  guidance.  I  am  ever,  my  dear  Sir,  with  high 
respect,  your  most  obedient  servant. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  JOHN  TYSON,  ESQ. 

[Auto^ph,  in  the  possession  of  Edwin  Beedell,  Esq.] 

Victory,  October  12th,  1804. 

My  dear  Tyson, 
Many  thanks  for  your  letter  of  July  23rd,  and  for  all  the 
good  things  you  have  sent  me  by  the  William,  which  the 
Conqueror  and  Tigre  brought  me  from  Gibraltar.  I  am  glad 
to  see  my  account  so  far  worked  down ;  the  balance  I  owe 
you,  and  much  more,  but  that  we  will  settle  in  the  Christmas 
holidays,  by  which  time  I  expect  you  will  have  settled  the 
Genoa  business.  Forgive  my  short  letter,  and  only  believe 
me  ever,  your  much  obliged  and  faithful  friend. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

P.S. — I  am  much  obliged  by  your  attention  to  the  Toulon 
business' — it  is  likely  to  be  a  shameful  business. 

'  Prize  money  for  the  capture  of  Ships  and  Stores  at  Toulon,  in  1793. 
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TO  VIC£-ADMIRAL  BLIGH. 

[From  Marsball's  "  Naval  Biography,"  Supplement,  part  i.  p.  431.] 

Victory,  October  12th,  1601 

Your  kind  present  of  Newspapers  of  August  1 3th  and  21st 
arrived  safe,  for  all  which^  accept  my  sincere  thanks.  Your 
son  has  never  done  wrong — that  I  can  answer  for,  since  he 
sailed  in  the  Victory,  and  I  wish  I  could  promote  him,  but  I 
see  no  prospect :  the  Admiralty  fill  all  vacancies  except  deaths 
and  nobody  will  die  ;  therefore,  I  recommend  you  to  ask  Lord 
Melville  to  let  him  be  put  upon  the  Admiralty  list,  and  then 
I  may  be  able  to  give  him  the  step,  which  will  afford  great 
satisfaction  to,  my  dear  Admiral,  yours,  &c.. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  LIEUTENANT  CUTHBERT  ADAMSON,  R.N.,  NEWCASTLE- 
UPON-TYNE. 

[Autograph,  in  the  possession  of  his  son.  Lieutenant  John  Adamson,  R.N.] 

Victory*  October  12th,  im. 

Dear  Sir, 
I  have  only  just  received  your  letter  of  June  26th,  respecting 
your  nephew  Mr.  Hathwaite,'  on  board  the  Canopus.  Without 
a  Battle  and  Victory  complete,  it  may  not  be  in  my  power, 
from  the  very  few  vacancies  which  occur  in  this  healthy 
climate,  and  from  the  Admiralty  List  being  so  long,  in- 
dependent of  those  naturally  looking  up  to  me  from  serving 
in  the  same  Ship ;  but  I  will  place  him  upon  my  list,  and  in 
the  event  of  such  a  Victory,  as  I  may  expect  from  the  services 
of  the  Fleet  under  my  command,  I  will  not  forget  your  re- 
lation. I  remember  you  most  perfectly  well  in  the  Race- 
horse,' and  my  wonder  has  often  been  excited  at  your  remain- 
ing a  Lieutenant,  and  when  all  your  living  shipmates  bave 
rose  to  high  rank  in  the  Service.  I  am,  dear  Sir,  your  most 
obedient  servant,  Nelson  and  Bronte. 

*  Lienteuaut  Cuthbcrt  Adamson  was  Second  Lieutenant  of  the  Racehorse  in  tbe 
Expedition  to  the  North  Pole,  in  1773,  when  Lord  Nelson  was  a  Midshipmin  ^ 
the  Carcass,  Captain  Lutwidge,  (vide  vol.  i.  p.  2.)  Failing  to  obtain  promotioD, 
Mr.  Adamson  retired  on  half-pay,  and  died  in  November  1801,  a  few  days  befoR 
this  letter  reached  Newcastle. 

*  A  Mr.  William  Haithwaite  was  made  a  Lieutenant  in  September  1806,  tai 
died  in  that  rank,  in  1614. 
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TO  VISCOUNT  MELVILLE,  FIRST  LORD  OF  THE  ADMIRALTY. 

[Original,  in  the  Admiralty.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  12th  October,  1804. 

My  Lord, 
I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  your  Lordship  a  Memorial 
from  several  of  the  Surgeons  belonging  to  his  Majesty's  Ships 
under  my  command;  and  as  the  particular  case  of  so  valuable 
and  so  respectable  a  body  of  men  is  no  doubt  well  known  to 
your  Lordship,  it  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  make  any  com- 
ments on  the  justness  of  their  request  as  mentioned  in  the 
said  Memorial.     I  am,  &c.. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

TO  HIS  excellency  THE  CAPTAIN-GENERAL,  BARCELONA. 
[Aatograph  draught,  in  the  possession  of  Miss  Bolton,  of  Bumham.] 

Victory,  October  12th,  1804. 

Sir, 

I  have  just  received  from  Mr.  Gibert,  the  English  Vice- 
Consul  at  Barcelona,  a  letter,  in  which  he  states  to  me  that 
your  Excellency  has  received  an  account  of  a  bad  fever 
having  broke  out  at  Gibraltar  since  the  15th  of  September.  I 
have  this  day,  vid  Barcelona  and  Madrid,  received  letters  from 
Gibraltar,  in  which  no  mention  whatever  is  made  of  such  a 
dreadful  circumstance,  nor  will  your  Excellency  give  the 
smallest  credit  to  the  report.  As  far  as  we  know  yet,  from 
what  I  am  going  to  relate,  his  Majesty's  Ships  Conqueror  and 
Tigre  sailed  from  England  September  2nd,  arrived  at  Gib- 
raltar September  21st,  sailed  from  thence  the  22nd,  and  joined 
the  Fleet  a  few  days  ago.  The  Captains,  before  I  allowed 
them  to  communicate,  declared  that  Gibraltar  was  in  perfect 
health ;  and  I  had  letters  from  Sir  Thomas  Trigge,  the  Go- 
vernor and  Sir  Robert  Barlow,  the  Commanding  Sea-Officer, 
not  mentioning  a  word  of  any  fever. 

Since  the  Termagant  joined  this  day,  the  Childers  Brig, 
who  I  had  sent  with  dispatches  to  Sir  Robert  Barlow,  of 
His  Majesty*s  Ship,  Triumph,  on  the  22nd  of  September, 
arrived,  with  dispatches  from  Sir  Robert  Barlow,  cruizing 
off  Europa  Point,  dated  October  1st,  ten  o'clock  at  night 
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— that  since  the  26tb,  all  his  Majestjr's  Ships  had  left 
Gibraltar,  and  only  communicated  through  the  Lazaretto — 
that  a  fever  similar  to  that  at  Malaga  had  broke  out  and 
carried  off  a  number  of  the  lower  class  of  people,  but  that  the 
Troops  were  very  healthy ;  that  they  were  all  encamped,  and 
that  a  Lazaretto  camp  was  formed  upon  the  Neutral  Ground, 
and  that  from  the  precautions  taken  it  was  hoped  that  the 
disease  would  not  spread.  From  the  care  which  your  Excel- 
lency takes  of  the  health  of  the  Province  of  Catalonia,  and  from 
your  Excellency's  liberal  conduct  towards  hb  Britannic  Majesty's 
Ships,  I  think  it  is  right  to  inform  you  of  every  circumstance;  and 
I  therefore  beg  leave  this  day  to  inform  your  Excellency  upon 
my  sacrtd  word  of  honour  that  not  one  man  b  confined  in  the 
whole  Fleet,  by  either  sickness  or  accident  And  at  the  same 
time,  I  assure  your  Excellency,  on  the  word  of  an  Officer,  that 
when  the  Fleet  is  sickly  that  I  will  inform  you,  for  this  sick- 
ness is  in  its  nature  the  curse  of  Europe.  I  have  the  honour 
to  be,  with  high  respect,  your  Excellency's  most  obedient 

servant. 

Nelson  and  Bbontb. 


TO  CAPTAIN  JOHN  GORE,  H.M.  SHIP  MEDUSA. 

[Autogn^h,  in  the  possession  of  the  Right  Honourable  John  Wilson  Croker.] 

Victory,  October  13th,  1804. 

Sir, 
I  am  most  exceedingly  sorry  for  the  bad  account  you  give 
of  the  Medusa,  and  as  Gibraltar  is  entirely  out  of  the  ques- 
tion, I  have  no  alternative  than,  if  it  is  necessary,  that  you 
must  take  the  Medusa  to  England ;  and  until  I  can  get  the 
Anson  to  relieve  you,  you  must  direct  Captain  Graham 
Moore  to  take  your  station ;  for  our  Runners  from  Newfound- 
land, and  Convoys  from  England,  &c.,  must  not  be  left  at  the 
mercy  of  the  French  Ships  in  Cadiz.  This  is  the  oply  order 
I  can  give  you,  for  I  can  say  nothing  about  either  Gibndtar  or 
Cadiz.     I  am,  &c. 

Nblson  AND  Bronte. 
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TO  WILUAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ,,  ADMIRALTY. 
[Autograph,  in  the  poosession  of  the  Right  Honourable  John  Wilson  Croker.] 

Victory,  October  13th,  1804. 

Sir, 

Last  night  I  received  from  Captain  Gore  of  his  Majesty's 
Ship  Medusa,  the  inclosed  letter  and  order  from  Admiral 
Comwallis  to  Captain  Graham  Moore.  I  own  myself  filled 
with  astonishment ;  for  if  the  orders  for  Admiral  Comwallis's 
proceedings  came  fix}m  England,  similar  orders,  it  is  natural 
to  suppose,  would  have  been  sent  to  me  ;*  and  if  the  proceed- 
ing of  Admiral  Comwallis  emanated  fix}m  himself  thinking  it 
was  a  Spanish  War,  I  should,  with  all  deference  for  his  better 
judgment,  have  expected  that  he  would  have  rather  thought  of 
giving  the  information  to  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  this 
Station,  than  to  have  sent  a  Frigate  to  cruize  off  Cadiz,  for 
the  purpose  of  intercepting  money.  I  must  leave  the  whole 
of  the  order  and  transaction  for  their  Lordships'  judgment 

I  am  most  exceedingly  puzzled  how  to  act;  for  if  Admiral 
Comwallis  acted  by  the  orders  of  the  Admiralty,  I  am  con- 
fident that  similar  orders  would  have  been  sent  to  me ;  for  it 
was  much  more  necessary  for  me  to  know  that  the  War  was 
to  commence  upon  the  Station  entrusted  to  my  direction, 
than  to  send  orders  for  an  Admiral  upon  another  Station,  to 
send  a  Frigate  to  commence  the  War  upon  the  Station  under 
my  direction,  and  no  orders  even  to  acquaint  me  with  it 

I  am  this  day  sending  to  Captain  Gore,  the  letter  of  which 
I  inclose  a  copy,  by  which  their  Lordships  will  see  that  I 
could  form  no  idea  of  a  War  being  likely  to  break  out  with 
Spain.     I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

*  A  copy  of  the  Admiralty's  Instructions  to  Admiral  Comwallis,  with  similar 
Orders  for  his  own  guidance,  were  sent  to  Lord  Nelson,  and  reached  him  a  few 
hours  after  this  and  the  next  letter  were  written.  (Vide  p.  241,  post)  The  above 
letters  to  Mr.  Marsden  and  Captain  Gore,  were  consequently  not  forwarded,  and  on 
the  coyer  which  enclosed  it.  Lord  Nelson  wrote,  "  N.B.  John  Bull  Cutter  arriyed 
the  same  day,  with  orders  similar  to  Admiral  Comwallis's." 
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TO  CAPTAIN  JOHN  GORE,  H.M.  SHIP  MEDUSA. 

[From  a  Copy  in  the  possession  of  the  Right  Hononrable  John  Wilson  Groker.] 

Victory,  October  18th,  1804 

Sir, 

Last  night  I  received  your  letter  of  October  1st,  with  a 
copy  of  Captain  Graham  Moore's  orders  from  Admiral  Com- 
wtdlis,  which  has  filled  me  with  astonishment ;  but  without 
presuming  to  set  myself  in  opposition  to  the  Honourable  Ad- 
miral's orders,  there  is  a  duty  which  I  owe  my  Country  that, 
although  I  risk  the  most  precious  thing  to  me  in  the  world — 
my  Commission, — I  feel  it  my  duty  to  give  you  my  full  opinion 
of  the  line  of  conduct  you  ought  to  pursue  on  this  most 
extraordinary  occasion ;  and  to  enable  you  to  form  a  complete 
judgment  of  the  conclusion  I  shall  draw  for  your  guidance,  I 
shall  detail  to  you  what  I  think  may  have  led  Admiral  Com- 
wallis  to  have  given  this  most  extraordinary  order  of  sending 
a  Frigate  to  cruize  upon  this  Station. 

It  is  reported  to  me  by  Mr.  Hunter,  Consul-General  at 
Madrid,  that  September  ,  the  Spanish  Squadron  at  Ferrol, 
dropped  down  the  Harbour,  having  on  board  a  number  of 
Spanish  Troops,  intending  to  carry  them  to  the  Province  of 
Biscay,  then  in  insurrection.  (N.B.  The  passes  by  land  into 
Biscay  are  very  difficult,  and  probably  in  the  hands  of  the  in- 
surgents.) On  the  14th  September,  Admiral  Cochrane  wrote 
the  Spanish  Admiral,  that  as  the  French  openly  declared  that 
they  should  sail  with  the  Spanish  Squadron,  that  he  should 
attack  [them],  and  that  he  hoped  nothing  would  happen  to 
interrupt  the  Neutrality,  &c.  Admiral  Cochrane,  in  his  letter 
to  Mr.  Hunter,  of  the  15th  [said],  *  the  pretext  to  carry  Troops 
to  Biscay,  is  too  flimsy  to  go  down,'  (I  use  Mr.  Hunter's  own 
words.)  Mr.  Hunter  goes  on  to  say,  in  consequence  of  what 
he  has  written  by  the  Naiad,  and  what,  of  course,  Mr.  Frere 
will  represent  personally,  the  Admiral  expects  instructions 
and  a  reinforcement  This  letter  is  dated  Madrid,  Septem- 
ber 22nd.  On  the  26th,  Mr.  H.  writes  *  Admiral  Cochrane's 
letter  seems  to  have  had  an  almost  instantaneous  effect'  It 
was  dated  the  14th,  and  on  the  17th  the  Ships  returned  to  the 
Arsenal,  or  Inner  Harbour,  and  the  Troops  were  landed,  and 
ordered  to  go  by  land.     Now,  supposing  the  Naiad  left  Ferrol 
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the  Htb,  she  could  not  have  got  to  England,  and  orders  be 
sent  out  to  Admiral  Comwallis  by  the  22nd ;  therefore,  it  is 
my  decided  opinion  that  the  orders  emanated  from  Admiral 
Comwallis,  in  consequence  of  Admiral  Cochrane's  letter ; 
therefore,  upon  the  whole  proceedings  of  Spain,  as  far  as 
have  come  to  my  knowledge,  and  from  the  best  consideration 
which  my  abilities  enable  me  to  give  to  this  most  important 
subject,  I  am  clearly  of  opinion  that  Spain  has  no  wish  to  go 
to  War  with  England,  nor  can  I  think  that  England  has  any 
wish  to  go  to  War  unnecessarily  with  Spain.  Therefore,  unless 
you  have  much  weightier  reasons  than  the  order  of  Admiral 
Comwallis,  or  that  you  receive  orders  from  the  Admiralty,  it 
is  my  most  positive  directions  that  neither  you,  or  any  Ship 
under  your  orders,  do  molest  or  interrupt  in  any  manner  the 
lawful  commerce  of  Spain,  with  whom  we  are  at  perfect  peace 
and  amity.    I  am.  Sir,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  CAPTAIN  SIR  RICHARD  JOHN  STRACHAN,  BART.,  H.  M.  SHIP 

DONEGAL. 

[From  a  Copy  in  the  Admiralty.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  13th  October,  1804. 

Most  Secret 
Whereas  I  have  this  moment  received  a  secret  Admiralty 
letter,  dated  the  19th  September,*  together  with   the  copy  of 

'  The  Letter  and  Orders  alluded  to,  were  as  follow : — 

"  Secret  "  Admiralty  Office,  10th  September,  1804. 

"  My  Lord, 
*'  I  have  it  in  command  from  my  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  to  send 
yon  herewith  a  copy  of  their  Lordships'  order,  of  yesterday's  date,  to  Admiral  Com- 
wtllis,  respecting  the  blockade  of  the  Port  of  Ferrol,  and  to  signify  their  direction 
to  yon  to  take  snch  measures  of  precaution  as  may  be  necessary  for  opposing  or 
counteracting  any  hostile  attempts  of  the  OoTemment  or  Subjects  of  Spain,  against 
bis  Majesty's  Dominions,  or  the  Trade  of  his  Migesty's  subjects,  within  the  limits 
of  your  command.  Your  Lordship  is,  however,  not  to  suffer  any  act  of  hostility  or 
aggression  (with  the  exception  of  detaining  for  further  orders  Ships  having  trea- 
sure on  board,  belongiug  to  the  Spanish  Government)  to  be  committed  by  the 
Ships  under  your  command,  towards  the  Dominions  or  Subjects  of  Spain,  until  you 
receive  further  orders,  or  until  your  Lordship  shall  have  received  from  unquestion- 
able authority,  positive  information  of  hostilities  having  been  committed  by  the 
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their  Lordships'  most  Secret  Order,  dated  the  18th  of  that 
month,  addressed  to  Admiral  Comwallis,  respecting  the 
blockade  of  the  Port  of  Ferrol,  and  opposing  or  counteracting 
any  hostile  attempts  of  the  Government  or  Subjects  of  Spain 
against  his  Majesty's  Dominions.  And  whereas  I  think  this 
service  of  the  highest  importance,  and  that  an  OflScer  of  your 
rank  and  experience  should  be  employed  therein : — You  are 
therefore  hereby  required  and  directed  to  proceed  immediately 
with  his  Majesty's  Ship  Donegal  under  your  command,  outside 
the  Straits  of  Gibraltar,  and  take  his  Majesty's  Ships  and 
Vessels  named  in  the  margin*  under  your  command,  together 
with  any  other  of  his  Majesty's  Ships  or  Vessels  which  you 
may  fall  in  with,  and  use  your  utmost  exertions  to  carry  their 
Lordships'  instructions  contained  in  the  copy  of  Mr.  Mars- 
den's  letter  and  Admiralty  order  above-mentioned  (herewith 
transmitted)  into  effect,  taking  every  measure  and  precaution 

Bubjects  of  Spain  against  his  Majesty's  interests.  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &e. — 
William  Mabsden." — Original. 

"  TO  THE  HONOURABLE  WILLIAM  C0BNWALLI8,  ADMIBAL  OP  THE  WHITE,  &C.  OTF 

BBE8T. 

"  Most  Secret. 
"  You  are  hereby  required  and  directed  to  give  immediate  orders  to  Hear- Admiral 
Cochrane,  to  continue  the  blockade  of  the  Port  of  Ferrol  with  the  utmost  Tigilance, 
not  only  with  the  view  of  preventing  the  French  Squadron  from  escaping  from  that 
Port,  but  likewise  with  a  view  of  preventing  any  of  the  Spanish  Ships  of  War  from 
sailing  from  Ferrol,  or  any  additional  Ships  of  War  from  entering  that  Port ;  and  if, 
in  consequence  of  your  correspondence  with  Rear- Admiral  Cochrane,  yon  should  be 
of  opinion  that  the  force  under  the  Rear-Admiral  is  not  adequate  to  the  porpos«a 
above  mentioned,  you  are  without  delay  to  reinforce  the  Squadron  under  his  com- 
mand, and  measures  will  be  taken  with  all  possible  expedition  to  send  out  to  you  a 
sufficient  number  of  Ships  to  replace  the  force  which  you  may  so  detach.     You  are 
to  send  intimation  to  the  Spanish  GoTemment,  through  Rear- Admiral  Cochrane,  of 
the  instructions  you  have  given  to  the  Rcar-Admiral,  and  of  your  determination,  in 
consequence  tliercof,  to  resist,  under  the  present  circumstances,  the  sailing  either  of 
the  French  or  Spanish  Fleets,  if  any  attempt  for  that  purpose  should  be  made  by  either 
of  them.     And  whereas  information  has  been  received  that  some  Frigates  are  speedily 
expected  to  arrive  at  Cadiz,  loaded  with  treasures  from  South  America,  you  are  to 
lose  no  time  in  detaching  two  of  the  Frigates  under  your  command,  with  orders  to 
their  Captains  to  proceed  with  all  possible  dispatch  off  Cadiz,  and  the  entrance  of 
the  Straits,  and  to  use  their  best  endeavours,  in  conjunction  with  any  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's Ships  they  may  find  there,  to  intercept,  if  possible,  the  Vessels  in  which  the 
above-mentioned  treasure  may  be  contained,  and  to  detain  them  until  his  Miyesty's 
pleasure  shall  be  further  known.     Given  under  our  hands,  the  18tb  of  September 
1804. — J.  Gambibb,  Jno.  Colpots,  Ph.  Patton." — Original. 

*  Medusa,  Amphion,  Sophie,  Halcyon. 
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in  yoar  power  for  opposing  or  counteracting  any  hostile 
attempts  of  the  Government,  or  Subjects,  of  Spain  against  his 
Majesty ^s  Dominions,  or  Trade  of  his  Majesty's  Subjects. 

You  are  hereby  required  and  directed  not  to  commit  any 
act  of  hostility  or  aggression  (with  the  exception  of  detaining 
for  further  orders  Ships  having  treasure  on  board  belonging 
to  the  Spanish  Government)  towards  the  Dominions  or  Sub- 
jects  of  Spain,  until  you  shall  receive  further  orders,  or  until 
you  have  received  firom  unquestionable  authority,  positive  in- 
formation of  hostilities  having  been  committed  by  the  Subjects 
of  Spain,  against  his  Majesty's  interests.  You  will  use  your 
best  endeavours,  in  conjunction  with  any  of  his  Majesty's 
Ships  which  the  Honourable  Admiral  Comwallis  may  have 
sent  off  Cadiz,  to  intercept,  if  possible,  the  Vessels  in  which 
the  above-mentioned  treasure  may  be  contained,  and  detain 
them  until  his  Majesty's  pleasure  shall  be  further  known. 

You  are  to  continue  on  this  service  until  further  orders, 
and  cruize  most  diligently  between  Cape  St.  Vincent  and  the 
Straits'  Mouth,  in  such  situation  as  you  may  judge  best  for 
the  purpose  mentioned  above,  paying  the  most  strict  obedience 
to  the  spirit  of  Mr.  Marsden's  letter  and  copy  of  the  order 
therein  alluded  to;  and  on  no  account  commit  any  act  of  hos- 
tility against  the  Spanish  Government  or  Subjects,  (the  de- 
tention  of  the  Treasure- Ships  excepted,)  until  you  shall  have 
received  the  most  satisfactory  proof  of  their  having  committed 
hostilities  against  his  Majesty's  Subjects.  In  the  event  of  your 
detaining  any  of  the  Spanish  Treasure-Ships,  you  will  send 
them  to  Plymouth,  under  the  protection  of  a  Frigate  or  Ship 
of  the  Line,  as  the  case  may  require,  and  you  judge  best  for 
his  Majesty's  Service. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  LADY  HAMILTON. 

[From  "  Lord  Nelson's  Letters  to  Lady  Hamilton,"  vol.  ii.  p.  79.] 

Victory,  October  13th,  1804. 

My  dearest  Emma, 
The  dreadful  effects  of  the  yellow  fever,  at  Gibraltar,  and 
many  parts  of  Spain,  will  naturally  give  you  much  uneasiness, 
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till  you  hear  that,  thank  God,  we  are  entirely  free  from  it, 
and  in  the  most  perfect  health,  not  one  man  being  ill  in  the 
Fleet.  The  cold  weather  will,  I  hope,  cure  the  disorder. 
Whilst  I  am  writing  this  letter,  a  Cutter  is  arrived  from 
England  with  strong  indications  of  a  Spanish  War. 

I  hope,  from  my  heart,  that  it  will  not  prove  one.  But, 
however  that  is,  my  die  is  cast ;  and,  long  before  this  time,  I 
expect,  another  Admiral  is  far  on  his  way  to  supersede  me. 
Lord  Keith,  I  think  a  very  likely  man.  I  should,  for  your 
sake,  and  for  many  of  our  friends,  have  liked  an  odd  hundred 
thousand  pounds;  but,  never  mind.  If  they  give  me  the 
choice  of  staying  a  few  months  longer,  it  will  be  very  hand- 
some ;  and,  for  the  sake  of  others,  we  would  give  up,  my 
dear  Emma,  very  much  of  our  own  felicity.     J£  they  do  not, 

we  shall  be  happy  with  each  other,  and  with  dear  Horatia 

.  . .  Tell  my  brother,  that  I  have  made  Mr.  Yonge  a  Lieu- 
tenant, into  the  Seahorse  Frigate,  Captain  Boyle I 

have  scrawled  three  lines  to  Davison,  that  he  should  not 
think  I  neglected  him  in  his  confinement.  I  have  received 
the  inclosed  from  Allen.'  Can  we  assist  the  poor  foolish  man 
with  a  character  9 


TO  WILLIAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ^  ADMIRALTY. 

[Original,  in  the  Admiralty.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  ISth  October,  1804. 

Sir, 
I  rec^uest  you  will  be  pleased  to  acquaint  the  Lords  Com- 
missioners of  the  Admiralty,  that  his  Majesty's  Ships  and 
Vessels  under  my  command  are  in  momentary  readiness  for 
any  service,  and  that  their  respective  Companies  are  all  in 
most  perfect  health,  and  scarcely  a  man  in  the  Squadron  con- 
fined to  bed  for  any  complaint  whatever.     I  am.  Sir,  &c 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

■  Formerly  his  servant.     Vide  vol.  i.  p.  xxv. 
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TO  MR.  JOHN  DEBRETT. 
[From  "  The  NaTiJ  Chromde,'*  toI.  xt.  p.  189.] 

Victory,  ftt  Sea,  October  13th,  1804. 

Sir, 
I  am  favoured  with  your  letter  of  August  22nd.  Your 
observation,  with  regard  to  the  Dukedom  of  Bronte,  in  Sicily, 
I  take  to  be  perfectly  just ;'  and  I  cannot,  therefore,  have  any 
objection  to  your  making  what  use  of  it  you  think  proper.  I 
will  not  fail  sending  the  Gazette  to  Rome  by  the  first  oppor- 
tunity ;  and  desuing  you  will  believe  me  thankful  for  your 
kind  wishes,  I  remain  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant. 

Nelson  and  Broktb. 


TO  WILUAM  MAR8DEN,  ESQ^  ADMIRALTY. 
[Original,  in  the  Admiralty.] 

^     Victory,  at  Sea,  14th  October,  1804. 

Sir, 

I  received  by  the  John  Bull,  Hired  Armed  Cutter,  which 
joined  the  Squadron  yesterday  about  noon,  from  Plymouth, 
your  secret  letter,  dated  the  19th  September,  and  a  copy  of 
their  Lordships'  order,  dated  also  the  18th  of  that  month 
(therein  mentioned),  addressed  to  the  Honourable  Admiral 
Comwallis,  oif  Brest  And  you  will  please  to  acquaint  the 
Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  that  the  most  strict 
attention  shall  be  paid  to  their  Lordships'  instructions  therein 
contained. 

As  the  Triumph  is  outside  the  Straits,  with  the  Medusa 
and  Amphion,  I  trust  their  vigilance  will  prevent  the  escape 
of  the  Treasure-Ships,  coming  firom  South  America  to  Cadiz, 
and  the  reinforcement  their  Lordships  have  sent,  has  enabled 

'  Mr.  Debrett,  Editor  of  the  well-known  Peerage,  bearing  his  name,  bad  written 
to  Lord  Nelson,  stating  tliat,  **  when  the  King  of  the  Two  Sicilies  conferred  the 
title  of  Bronte  upon  his  Lordship,  he  perhaps  was  not  aware  of  its  appropriate 
meaning.  It  is  the  Greek  word  for  thunder.  The  name  of  the  individual  Cyclops, 
who,  in  poetic  fable,  is  described  as  forging  the  thnnder  of  Jove,  was  Bronte.  His 
residence  was,  of  course,  at  iEtna.'* — Nawd  ChronicU,  vol.  xt.  p.  189. 
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me  to  dispatch  the  Donegal  on  this  service,  under  the  direc- 
tions of  Sir  Richard  Strachau,  whose  zeal  for  the  Public  Ser- 
vice is  well  known.     I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  UEUTENANT  KORTWRIGHT,  COMMANDING  HIS  MAJESTY'S 
HIRED  ARMED  CU'lTER  JOHN  BULL. 

[Order-Book.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  14th  October,  1804. 

You  are  hereby  required  and  directed  to  receive  my  public 
dispatches,  addressed  to  Mr.  Secretary  Marsden,  on  bo£urd  bis 
Majesty's  hired  Armed  Cutter  under  your  command,  and  pro- 
ceed with  them  immediately  to  Plymouth,  with  the  utmost  pos- 
sible expedition.  You  are  to  keep  a  proper  weight  constantly 
affixed  to  the  above-mentioned  dispatches,  and,  in  case  of  falling 
in  with  an  Enemy  of  superior  force,  and  seeing  no  probability 
of  escaping  capture,  you  are  to  throw  them  overboard,  and 
sink  them.  You  are  carefully  to  avoid  speaking  with  any 
Ship  or  Vessel  which  you  may  happen  to  meet  with  during  your 
passage,  particularly  on  your  entering  the  Straits  of  Gibraltar, 
where  you  may  expect  to  meet  with  some  of  the  Enemy's 
Cruizers,  on  which  account  you  are  to  keep  the  most  vigilant 
look-out,  and  to  be  as  much  upon  your  guard  as  possible. 
You  are  on  no  account  whatever  to  communicate  with  Gib- 
raltar, or  receive  any  letters,  &c.  from  any  Boat  or  Vessel 
coming  from  that  place,  on  account  of  the  dreadful  malady 
which  has  broke  out  there.  On  your  arrival  at  Plymouth, 
you  will  deliver  my  dispatches  to  Admiral  Young,  or  the 
Commanding  Officer  for  the  time  being  at  that  place,  who 
will  forward  them  to  the  Admiralty.  Having  so  done,  you 
will  remain  at  Plymouth  for  their  Lordships'  further  orders. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

These  are  to  certify  that  his  Majesty's  Fleet  imder  my 
command  is  in  most  perfect  health,  and  that,  at  this  mo- 
ment, there  is  not  a  man  on  board  either  of  the  Ships 
confined  to  bed,  on  account  of  sickness,  or  any  complaint 

whatever. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 
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TO  WILUAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ^  ADMIRALTY. 
[Originftl,  in  the  Admiralty.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  14th  October,  1804. 

oir, 
I  herewith  transmit  you  a  letter  from  Captain  Pearse,  of 
His  Majesty's  Ship  Halcyon,  dated  the  23rd  September  last, 
giving  an  account  of  his  having  captured  L'Esperance,  French 
Privateer,  on  the  20th  of  that  month,  which  you  will  please  to 
lay  before  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  for 
their  information;  and  at  the  same  time  acquaint  their  Lord- 
ships that  Captain  Pearse's  exertion  on  the  present  and 
several  former  occasions,  for  the  protection  of  our  Trade  and 
destruction  of  the  .Enemy's  Privateers  in  the  vicinity  of 
Gibraltar,  very  justly  entitles  him  to  my  warmest  approba- 
tion.    I  am,  &C. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  CAPTAIN  henry  RICHARDSON,  H.M.  SHIP  JUNO. 

[Order-Book.] 

Victory,  15th  Oetober,  1804. 

Most  Secret. 
Whereas,  from  the  recent  conduct  of  the  Spaniards  at 
Ferrol,  the  greatest  circumspection  becomes  necessary  on  the 
part  of  his  Majesty's  Ships,  either  in  communicating  with  the 
Spanish  Ports,  or  on  falling  in  with  any  of  their  Ships  or 
Vessels  of  War,  You  are  therefore  hereby  required  and  directed 
in  your  future  communications  with  Rosas,  Barcelona,  or  any 
other  Spanish  Port,  to  do  so  with  the  utmost  caution,  taking 
care  to  anchor  His  Majesty's  Ship  under  your  command  well 
out  of  reach  of  shot  from  their  Forts  or  Batteries,  and  always 
to  be  on  your  guard  against  surprise. 

Nelson  and  Bbonte. 


248  LETTER&  [1804. 

TO  CAPTAIN  ARTHUR  FARQUHAR.  HIS  MAJESTY'S  BOMB  VESSEL 

ACHERON. 

[Order-Book.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  15th  October,  1804. 

You  are  hereby  required  and  directed  to  take  the  Trans- 
port named  in  the  margin*  under  your  protection,  and  pro- 
ceed with  her  immediately  to  the  Bay  of  Rosas,  where  you 
will  moor  her  in  safety,  and  leave  her  in  the  execution  of  my 
orders.  The  Agent  Victualler  having  ordered  two  hundred 
quintals  of  onions  from  Mr.  Gayner  for  the  use  of  the  Fleet, 
you  are  to  receive  a  sufficient  number  of  empty  bags  from  the 
Victory  to  hold  that  quantity ;  and  the  moment  you  have  re- 
ceived them  from  Mr.  Gayner,  which  will  not  require  more 
than  twenty -four  or  thirty  hours  after  your  arrival,  you  will 
proceed  with  all  possible  expedition  to  the  Madalena  Islands, 
where  I  expect  the  Fleet  will  arrive  about  the  20th  instant, 
and  remain  there  till  you  receive  my  further  orders  for  your 
proceedings,  taking  care  to  anchor  the  Acheron  free  from  the 
place  occupied  by  the  Ships  of  the  Line.  You  are  on  no 
account  to  remain  longer  than  the  time  above  metitioned  at 
Rosas,  and  be  particularly  careful  in  not  suifering  your  people 
to  communicate  with  the  shore,  or  aiford  them  any  oppor- 
tunity for  desertion.  Nelson  and  Bronte. 

N.B. — This  order  is  to  be  kept  secret,  and  none  of  your 
Officers  or  other  person  made  acquainted  that  the  Fleet  is 
going  to  the  Madalena  Islands.  N.  and  B. 


TO  CAPTAIN  THE  HONOURABLE  COURTENAY  BOYLE,  H.  M.  SHIP 

SEAHORSE. 

[From  the  "  Naval  Chronicle,"  vol.  xxx.  p.  37.  "  Thursday,  18th  October. 
▲.M.  At  9*50,  shortened  sail,  and  anchored  in  Agincourt  Sound.  At  Noon,  the 
Royal  Sovereign,  Conqueror,  Belleisle,  and  Leviathan,  anchored  in  the  Eastern 
anchorage.     Active  and  two  Transports  at  anchor  here." — Vtctory**  Log.'] 

(A  hint:   most  secret,)  Victory,  October  19th,  1804. 

My  dear  Boyle, 
If  you  knew  what  I  could  tell  you,'  you  would  think  every 
moment  an  age  till  you  joined  me.     Ever,  my  dear  Boyle, 
yours  faithfully.  Nelson  and  Bbonte. 

*  Chatham.  '  t.  e.  The  probability  of  a  Spanish  War. 
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TO  UEUTENANT  HENRY  FREDERICK  WOODMAN. 

[Autograph,  in  the  potsesrion  of  Robert  Fitch,  Esq.,  of  Norwich.] 

Victory,  October  20th,  1804. 

Sir, 

I  have  read  with  much  satisfaction  your  letter  of  October  8th, 
1804,  giving  the  account  of  the  Black  Sea,  of  its  Ports,  and 
what  you  think  may  be  procured  from  thence ;  the  clearness 
with  which  everything  is  stated,  does  you  the  greatest  credit. 

I  shall  not  fail  to  transmit  your  very  interesting  letter  to 
Lord  Melville ;  and  from  his  Lordship's  liberal  way  of  think- 
ing, I  flatter  myself  he  will  be  induced  to  notice,  in  a  satis£EU> 
tory  manner,  your  indefatigable  and  important  exertions. 
For  myself,  I  selected  you  for  this  service  of  observation^  from 
the  character  I  had  heard  of  you,  and  which  your  conduct 
has  most  fully  justified,  and  I  beg  you  will  accept  my  sincere 
thanks  for  your  services.  As  you  must  necessarily  have  been 
at  some  expenses,  I  desire  you  will  send  me  an  account  of 
them,  that  they  may  be  paid.  In  addition  to  your  other  in- 
teresting papers,  I  beg  you  will  send  me  a  copy  of  your  Log- 
Book,  that  courses,  distances,  marks  for  anchorage,  &c.  &c. 
may  be  known,  and  I  beg  you  to  be  assured  that  I  am.  Sir, 
your  much  obliged  and  faithful  servant. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  MR.  THOMAS  ATKINSON,  MASTER  OF  H.  M.  SHIP  VICTORY. 

[Order-Book.] 
Victory,  Madalena  Islands,  Sardinia,  20th  October,  1804. 

Memorandum. 
Having  directed  Captain  Cocks  to  receive  you  on  board 
the  Thunder,  and  to  proceed  with  her  to  the  Island  of  Cabrera, 
in  order  to  afford  you  every  assistance  with  Boats,  &c.  for  the 
purpose  of  ascertaining  correctly  the  soundings  and  bearings, 
&c.  of  the  Shoal  Bock,  which  his  Majesty's  Ship  Excellent 
struck  upon  in  May  last,®  I  am  therefore  to  desire  you  will 
proceed  immediately  on  board  the  Thunder,  and  survey  the 
said  Shoal,  taking  the  most  correct  soundings  on  every  part  of 

»  Vide  voL  v.  p.  470.  ■  Vide  p.  21,  ante. 
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it,  and  between  that  and  the  Isle  of  Biche,  its  bearings,  and 
every  particular  remark  necessary  to  prevent  any  accident  to 
his  Majesty's  Ships  in  future,  which  I  expect  will  not  detain 
you  more  than  forty-eight  hours,  when  you  will  report  to 
Captain  Cocks,  and  return  immediately  to  the  Victory. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  SIR  ALEXANDER  JOHN  BALL,  BART.,  MALTA. 
[Aotograph,  in  the  poBsession  of  Sir  William  Keith  Ball,  Bart.] 

Victory,  October  22nd,  1804. 

My  dear  Ball, 
Many  thanks  for  your  kind  letter,  and  for  all  your  con- 
tinued kindnesses  to  me,  and  you  may  rely  in  every  situation 
in  life,  I  shall  cherish  your  friendship.  Hallowell  thinks  the 
Ministers  will  not  name  another  Commander-in-Chief,  but 
see  if  I  am  able  to  return.  I  do  not  think  so,  for  they  are  so 
beset  by  Admirals.  Sir  John  Orde,  I  am  told,  is  likely. 
Lord  Radstock  is  trying ;  so  is  Sir  Roger  Curtis :  and  if  a 
Spanish  War  comes.  Lord  Keith  loves  a  little  money,  and  a 
great  deal  much  better.  Time  will  bring  many  strange 
things  to  pass,  but  I  believe  can  never  alter  the  sincere,  affec* 
tionate  regard  of  your  most  attached  and  sincere  friend. 

Nelson  and  Brontb. 


TO  THE  MASTERS  OF  HIS  MAJESTY'S  SHIPS. 

[Order  Book.] 
Victory,  Madalena  Islands,  22nd  October,  1804. 

The  Agent- Victualler  at  Malta  having  acquainted  me,  by 
letter  of  the  11th  instant,  that  the  provisions  mentioned  in  the 
margin  were  put  on  board  the  Eliza  and  Brumgrove,  Trans- 
ports, in  the  River  Lima,  in  July  and  August  last,  by  Wil- 
liam Eaton,  Esq.,  for  the  Victualling  Stores  at  Malta ;  and 
whereas  this  is  a  new  mode  of  supplying  his  Majesty's  Stores, 
it  becomes  necessary  to  be  most  correctly  ascertained  whether 
they  are  good  of  their  kind,  and  fit  for  his  Majesty's  Service, 
You  are  therefore  hereby  required  and  directed  to  repair  on 
board  the  said  Transports  (or  to  his  Majesty's  Victualling 
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Stores,  if  the  Provisions  before-meotioned  are  landed,)  and 
take  a  most  strict  and  careful  survey  on  the  pork,  tongues, 
hog's-lard,  pease,  and  wheat,  before  stated,  to  see  whether 
they  are  all  sound  and  good  of  their  kind ;  and  in  order  to 
judge  of  the  meat  when  boiled,  that  it  does  not  shrink  more 
than  the  pork  used  in  the  Navy,  you  are  hereby  required  to 
take  a  certain  number  of  pieces,  out  of  one  or  more  of  the 
casks  promiscuously,  as  they  come  to  hand,  and  boil  them  on 
board  the  Senior  Officer's  Ship.  You  will  also  take  a  bushel 
of  pease,  in  the  same  way,  from  one  or  more  of  the  bags,  and 
see  them  also  boiled,  paying  very  particular  attention  that 
neither  the  pork  or  pease  are  too  much  done,  or  otherwise. 
With  respect  to  the  wheat,  you  will  adopt  such  measures  as 
may  be  judged  proper  to  ascertain  its  quality  and  fitness  for 
his  Majesty's  Service.  And  as  this  is  a  service  of  very  great 
importance,  as  well  for  preventing  complaints  or  discontent 
amongst  the  Seamen,  from  the  issue  of  bad  provisions,  as  to 
provide  against  the  serious  consequences  which  would  result 
from  having  a  quantity  of  supposed  good  provisions  in  store, 
when  in  fact  it  might  be  otherwise,  it  is  my  positive  directions 
that  the  strictest  attention  is  paid  to  every  circumstance  which 
may  tend  fully  to  ascertain  the  real  quality  of  the  before-men- 
tioned provisions,  and  also  the  comparative  quality  between 
them,  and  those  from  England.  I  would,  therefore,  recom- 
mend your  calling  upon  the  Agent-Victualler  to  attend  you 
on  this  service,  as  his  experience  in  these  matters  will  render 
his  assistance  very  useful ;  reporting  to  me,  from  under  your 
hands,  a  most  full  and  particular  account  of  your  proceedings 
on  this  service,  which  you  will  deliver  to  the  Senior  Officer, 
in  order  that  it  may  be  transmitted  to  me  by  the  very  first 

opportunity. 

Nelson  and  Broni*e. 


TO  WILLIAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ.,  ADMIRALTY. 
[Original,  in  the  Admiralty.] 

Victory,  Madalena  Islands,  24th  Octoher,  1804. 

Sir, 
I  herewith  transmit  you  a  letter  from  Captain  Pettet,  of 
his  Majesty's  Sloop  Termagant,  of  this  date,  tc^ether  with 
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the  one  therein  mentioned,  dated  the  Ist  August,  addressed 
to  you,  on  the  subject  of  an  allowance  for  the  expenses  in- 
curred by  bringing  Mr.  Falcon,  late  Consul  at  Algiers,  and 
his  suite,  from  Gibraltar  to  the  Victory,  which  I  request  you 
will  be  pleased  to  lay  before  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the 
Admiralty  for  their  consideration;  and  at  the  same  time 
acquaint  their  Lordships  that  I  have  paid  Captain  Pettet  the 
sum  of  twenty  pounds  sterling,  for  his  expenses  in  accommo- 
dating Mr.  M*Donough  from  the  Fleet  to  Algiers  on  particu- 
lar service,  and  from  thence  to  Gibraltar,  conceiving  tiie  sum 
to  be  moderate,  and  actually  required  for  that  purpose. 

I  also  beg  to  observe  that  I  consider  the  sum  of  sixty 
pounds  for  stock,  &c.  purchased  at  Gibraltar  for  the  accom- 
modation of  Mr.  Falcon  and  his  suite,  as  mentioned  in  Cap- 
tain Pettet's  letter,  to  have  been  necessary  for  that  purpose, 
and  that  from  the  length  of  time  they  were  on  board  the 
Termagant,  every  article  so  purchased  was  expended.  I  must 
also  request  you  will  acquaint  their  Lordships  that  Captain 
Pettet  is  an  Officer  of  confined  circumstances,  with  a  large 

family.     I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Brontb. 


TO  CAPTAIN  GEORGE  COCKS,  H.M.  BOMB-VESSEL  THUNDER. 

[Order-Book.  Friday,  26th  October.  a.m.  At  10,  weighed  and  made  sail  oat  of 
Agincourt  Sound,  to  the  Westward.  At  Noon,  Sqaadron  all  under  sail.  p.m.  In- 
clinable to  calms.  At  2*30,  anchored.  Squadron  all  anchored  here.  Thunder 
parted  at  5,  p.m.  Saturday,  27th.  a.m.  At  6,  weighed  and  made  sail  to  the  West- 
ward.    At  Noon,  Squadron  in  company."] 

Victory,  Madalena  Islands,  26th  October,  1804. 

Most  Secret 
Whereas  I  have  received  information  that  the  Enemy  in- 
tend sending  three  Privateers  from  Ajaccio,  with  a  hundred 
men,  to  surprise  and  take  possession  of  the  Town  of  Mada- 
lena, You  are  therefore  hereby  required  and  directed  to  pro- 
ceed, with  his  Majesty's  Bomb- Vessel  under  your  command, 
close  in  with  the  said  Town,  and  anchor  her  in  such  situation 
as  you  may  judge  best  for  its  protection  against  invasion  by 
the  Enemy.  You  are  to  keep  the  Thunder  in  constant 
readiness  to  act  with  effect  under  any  circumstanceSj  and 
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have  Boats  rowing  guard,  daring  the  o^ibt,  in  aicii  pontiaoat 
you  shall  judge  best  for  discorering  tfadr  aiyuach ;  and  in 
the  event  of  their  attempt  upon  the  Town  or  Islani  of  Jfada- 
lena,  you  will  consult  with  the  Goremor  thereoC  and  render 
him  every  assistance  in  your  power  far  its  proftccdon  and 
safety ;  but  on  no  account  let  the  object  cf  toot  remainmg 
behind  be  known,  (except  to  the  Goremor  and  Mr.  BnDdi, 
who  acts  as  English  Consul,)  hot  keep  it  a  profoond  secret. 


TO  THE  RIGHT  HONOURABLE  nSCOrXT  MELVILLE. 

[From  Clnke  ni  U-Anhmr,  tqLu.^  SW.C 

9fMt  Ociakcr.  1«^«L 

The  weather  was  very  thick  when  I  looked  into  Toalon, 
but  I  believe  a  Vice- Admiral  has  hoisted  his  Flag ;  his  name 
I  have  not  yet  heard.*  They  now  amnse  themsdves  with 
night-signals,  and  by  the  quantity  of  rockets  and  bine  lights 
they  show  with  every  signal,  they  plainly  mark  their  position. 
These  gentlemen  must  soon  be  so  perfi*ct  in  theory,  that  they 
will  come  to  sea  to  put  their  knowledge  into  practice.  Could 
I  see  that  day,  it  would  make  me  happy.     I  am,  &c. 

Nelsoh  axd  Brokte. 


TO  CAPTAIN  SIR  RICHARD  JOHN  STRACHAN,  BART,  H.M.  SHIP 

DONEGAL. 

[From  a  Copy  in  the  possession  of  the  Right  Hon.  John  Wilson  Croker.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  30th  October,  1804. 

Sir, 
Whereas  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  state  of  the 

Medusa's  hull  will  soon  make  it  necessary  to  send  her  to 

England  for  the  purpose  of  being  docked,  I  must  therefore 

desire,  upon  Captain  Gore's  representing  to  you   officially 

that  his  Majesty's  Ship  Medusa  is  in  want  of  being  docked, 

and  unfit  to  remain  longer  in  this  Country,  that  you  will 

order  Captain  Gore  to  proceed  immediately  to  Rendezvous 

No.  97,  as  I  intend  the  Medusa  to  take  the  Trade  firom 

*  Vice  Admiral  Villeneuve,  who  commanded  the  French  Fleet  at  Trafalgar. 
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Malta,  which  are  now  waiting  there  for  protection  to  England; 
but  unless  the  representation  above-mentioned  comes  from 
Captain  Gore,  the  Medusa  is  to  remain  on  the  service  she  is 
at  present  employed  upon.     I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bbonts. 


TO  CAPTAIN  JOHN  GORE,  H.M.  SHIP  MEDUSA. 
[Original,  in  the  possession  of  the  Bight  Hon.  John  Wilson  Croker.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  SOth  October,  1804. 

Sir, 
I  herewith  transmit  you  the  copy  of  a  letter  of  this  date,  to 
Sir  Richard  Strachan,  relative  to  the  Medusa's  being  sent  to 
Rendezvous  No.  97,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  the  Trade  from 
Malta  to  England,  upon  your  representing  her  as  unfit  to 
remain  longer  in  this  Country.  I  shall  therefore  only  observe, 
that,  as  at  this  moment  the  service  of  a  Frigate  is  very  much 
wanted  outside  the  Straits,  you  will  judge  the  propriety  of 
remaining  as  long  on  your  present  station  as  the  state  of  the 
Medusa  will  permit,  and  afterwards  make  the  necessary  re- 
presentations to  Sir  Richard  Strachan,  who  will  consequently 
comply  with  my  before-mentioned  letter.     I  am.  Sir,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  captain  GORE,  H.M.  SHIP  MEDUSA. 
[Original,  in  the  possession  of  the  Right  Hon.  John  Wilson  Croker.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  1st  November,  1804. 

Sir, 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  19th  September  last, 
together  with  copies  of  the  several  orders,  the  Medusa's  defects. 
Daily-progress,  and  Log-Book,  &c.,  therein-mentioned,  and 
very  much  approve  of  your  not  having  a  particular  repair 
done  to  the  Medusa,  from  the  reasons  communicated  in  your 
said  letter. 

I  am  sorry  to  find  La  Sophie  in  so  bad  a  state,  and  shall,  as 
soon  as  possible,  take  an  opportunity  of  getting  her  repaired, 
and  placed  on  service  more  adapted  to  her  qualifications. 
Your  ordering  one  of  the  Gun-Boats  to  be  equipped,  and 
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giren  in  charge  to  Lieutenant  Lloyd,  of  the  Guerrier,  very 
fully  meets  my  approbation,  as  well  as  every  part  of  your 
conduct  communicated  in  your  said  letter.  Indeed,  your 
zealous  and  prudent  attention  to  the  good  of  his  Majesty's 
service,  cannot  &il  to  be  always  gratifying  to.  Sir,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  CAPTAIN  GORE,  H.M.  SHIP  MEDUSA. 
[Original,  in  the  possession  of  the  Right  Hon.  John  Wilson  Croker.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  Ist  November,  1804. 

Sir, 
I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  18th  September,  with 
a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Captain  Pearse,  of  his  Majesty's  Sloop 
Halcyon,  and  of  your  letters  to  Mr.  Frere,  and  to  the  Cap- 
tain-General at  Cadiz,  relative  to  the  capture  of  some  Bullock- 
Vessels  by  a  French  Privateer,  between  Ceuta  and  Tetuan, 
and  within  the  protection  of  Neutrality ;  and  also  respecting 
some  British  Sailors  confined  in  prison  at  Ceuta.  In  answer 
to  which,  I  very  much  approve  of  the  forbearance  of  Captain 
Pearse,  and  the  steps  you  have  taken  to  prevent  similar  acts 
of  piracy  being  tolerated  by  the  Spanish  Government  I 
am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  WILUAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ.,  ADMIRALTY. 
[Original,  in  the  Admiralty.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  Ist  Norember,  1804. 

Sir, 

I  herewith  transmit  you  a  letter  from  Captain  Gore,  of  his 
Majesty's  Ship  Medusa,  dated  the  18th  September  last,  toge- 
ther with  copies  of  his  letters,  &c,  to  Mr.  Matra,  Consul- 
General  at  Tangier,  and  that  Consul's  answer,  which  you  will 
please  to  lay  before  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admi- 
ralty for  their  consideration. 

Captain  Gore's  representations  and  remonstrances  to  Mr. 
Matra,  appear  to  me  extremely  proper,  and  to  have  been 
very  necessary ;  for  if  his  Majesty's  Ministers  and  Consuls 
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abroad  are  not  particularly  attentive  to  the  Ships  of  War  using 

the  different  Ports,  and  see  that  they  receive  every  right  and 

privilege  of  Neutrality,  his  Majesty's  Flag  will  be  insulted, 

and  his  Subjects  deprived  of  the  right  they  are  entitled  to. 

Their  Lordships  will,  therefore,  judge  how  far  Mr.  Matra's 

conduct  has   been   consistent  on   the   present   occasion.    I 

am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  THE  RIGHT  HONOURABLE  EARL  CAMDEN. 
[From  Clarke  and  M'Artlmr,  vol.  ii.  p.  391.] 

3rd  NoTember,  1803. 

Sardinia,  if  it  be  possible,  becomes  every  day  in  greater 
misery.  The  Stamen ti,  which  is  formed  of  proportions  of  the 
Nobles,  Clergy,  and  the  People,  have  dismissed  themselves. 
They  were  summoned  to  meet  in  June  or  July ;  the  two  first 
Classes  met,  but  the  number  of  the  last  Class  did  not  arrive 
until  the  Viceroy  had  opened  the  Session ;  when,  instead  of 
conciliating  and  promising  to  assist  them  in  the  formation  of 
such  regulations  as  might  benefit  the  Island,  he  stated  at  once 
the  distresses  of  the  Government,  and  asked  for  one  million 
of  dollars.  The  last  Class,  finding  that  nothing  was  wanted 
of  them  but  money,  never  filled  up  the  legal  numbers.  The 
Clergy  and  Nobles  agreed  to  the  demand ;  but  the  meeting 
not  being  legal,  no  money  could  be  raised.  Yet  as  the  Clergy 
and  nobles  had  consented  to  the  supply,  50  or  60,000  dollars 
have  been  squeezed  out  of  them,  not  one  farthing  of  which 
has  gone  to  the  real  wants  of  the  Island.  The  Clergy  and 
Nobles  are  now,  I  hear,  very  much  disgusted  at  being  forced 
to  pay  this  money,  whilst  the  people  pay  nothing.  This  is 
the  present  state  of  Sardinia ;  it  cannot  last.     I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  lambton  este,  esq. 

[Autograph  in  the  possession  of  Dr.  Lambton  Este,  who  Las  obliging^ly  commu- 
nicated the  following  particulars  of  Lord  Nelson : — 

"  4th  November,  1804. 

"  On  joining  the  Victory,  in  my  first  interviews  with  Nelson,  he  complained  of 
frequent  pains  in  his  right  side,  from  former  iiguries, — that  many  warnings  and 
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inabilities  made  him  oonseionB  of  his  shattered  firame,  and  anzions  for  repose.  The 
sight  of  his  remaining  eye  was  fast  failing  him ;  a  thick  opaque  membrane  had 
grown  over  and  into  a  part  of  the  transparent  cornea,  and,  as  far  as  it  extended, 
was  an  obstacle  to  vision  in  the  only  eye  left  to  him.  His  thoughts,  his  ambition, 
evidently  tended  to  the  Admiralty — ^to  the  management  of  the  Naval  Service  of  his 
Country.  In  his  cabin,  with  his  confidential  friends,  he  occasionally  alluded  to 
'  what  he  would  do  if  he  were  in  power  :*  his  anxiety,  in  either  alternative,  of  re- 
taining his  command  in  the  Mediterranean,  or  of  returning  to  employment  at 
home,  seemed  to  be,  to  get  all  his  known,  tried,  and  experienced  people  around 
him.  Addressing  Dr.  Scott,  jocosely,  as  he  generally  did,  and  remarking  on  his 
knowledge  of  Spanish,  and  of  Spanish  affairs,  he  would  exclaim,  *  Ah,  my  dear 
Doctor!  give  me  knowledge  practically  acquired — experience!  experience!  expe- 
rience I  and  practical  men !' 

**  In  one  of  the  early  conferences  with  his  Lordship,  he  told  me  he  had  been  up- 
wards of  twenty  months  afloat,  without  putting  a  foot  on  shore ;  that  he  had  made 
all  his  arrangements  to  return  to  England  in  about  two  months  from  the  time  he 
spoke ;  that  the  Superb,  Captain  Keats,  would  convey  him  home ;  that  he  was  glad 
I  had  joined  him ;  that  he  wished  me  to  remain  with  him,  and  to  return  with  him 
to  England  in  the  Autumn.  His  sentiments  continued  unaltered,  in  this  respect, 
through  September  and  part  of  October,  when  intelligence  arrived  of  an  i^proach- 
ing  War  with  Spain. 

**  On  the  1st  of  November  he  sent  for  me,  after  break&st,  and  exclaimed,  *  Oh,  my 
good  fellow !  I  have  abandoned  the  idea  of  going  to  England,  at  present.  I  shall  not 
go  yet,  and  when  I  may  go  is  quite  uncertain — must  depend  upon  events,  and  upon 
my  own  prefarious  health ;  at  the  same  time,  I  am  doing  you  an  evident  injustice, 
by  detaining  you  here  so  long  in  uncertainty.'  A  little  pause  followed,  and  I  com- 
menced by  saying,  *  My  Lord,  if  I  could  be  of  ftirther  use,  I  should  prefer  remaining 
in  uncertainty  with  your  Lordship,  to '  Anticipating  the  remainder  of  my  an- 
swer, he  turned  upon  me,  abruptly,  and  exclaimed,  "  But  my  wish  is  that  you 
should  go, — I  am  anxious  that  yon  should  go,  and  go  without  farther  delay!' 
^  My  Lord,  I  am  ready  to  start  at  this  moment's  notice,*  was  my  reply.  From  his 
short,  sharp,  emphatic  manner,  I  was  apprehensive  I  had  given  offence,  and  felt 
uneasy  and  embarrassed.  *  Oh,  not  quite  so  soou  as  that !  I  shall  want  a  day  or 
two,  at  least,'  he  said,  *  to  prepare  for  you ;  but  the  point  is  settled,  and  being 
settled,  we  shall  both  know  what  to  be  at ;  I  shall  set  to  work  accordingly,  and 
forthwith.  To  tell  you  the  truth,  I  am  not  entirely  disinterested  in  this  wish 
of  mine.  Go  home;  get  confirmed  in  your  appointment,  according  to  my  de- 
sire, and  return  to  me  as  soon  afterwards  as  yon  can.  Should  I  retain  my  com- 
mand in  the  Mediterranean,  with  the  powers  already  conceded  to  me,  I  shall 
demand  your  re  appointment,  and  require  your  assistance  in  Italy,  Naples,  SicUy, 
and  in  the  Islands,  and  perhaps  also  in  your  former  scenes  of  action  to  the  East- 
ward, where  tliere  may  be  more  occupation  for  us  all  hereafter  than  we  just  now 
foresee,  or  may  expect.  If,  in  the  course  of  events,  I  should  return  to  England, 
and  realize  my  anticipations,  you  must  let  me  see  yon  at  Merton  as  soon  as  you 
know  of  my  arrival  there.  The  Termagant  Sloop  will  be  going  to  Lisbon — she 
has  had  a  long  spell  of  service.  I  shall  send  you  in  her ;  you  will  find  Captain 
Pettet  a  very  worthy,  agreeable  companion.  He  has  risen  from  humble  origin  by 
his  own  merits,  with  a  little  of  my  assistance ;  he  has  a  family,  too,  to  maintain 
from  his  pay.'  The  papers  and  states  of  the  Fleet,  which  had  been  accumulating 
for  some  time,  he  had  intended  to  take  home  himself.  *  I  shall  send  them 
by  you,'  he  said,  *  together  with  my  dispatches  and  letters.'     He  then  gave  me 

VOL.  VI.  8 
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the  following  letter,  addressed  to  Mr.  Chamberlain,  the  Agent  at  Lisbon.  A 
signal  was  made  for  the  Termagant  to  move  up  to  the  Victory,  and  Captain 
Pettet,  repaired  on  board ;  having  received  his  instmctions,  and  dined  with  the 
Admiral,  we,  Bhortly  after  diuuer,  took  leave,  and  removed  from  the  Victory  to  the 
Termagant. 

"  Here  a  trifling  incident  occurred,  illustrative  of  the  character  of  Kelson,  and 
of  his  modes  of  proceeding.  After  the  death  of  Mr.  Lock,  at  Malta,  I  found  myself 
in  charge  of  the  Affairs,  with  a  large  outfit  provided  for  the  Levant.  As  soon  as 
the  message  was  transmitted  to  me  in  the  Lazaretto  at  Malta,  by  Sir  Alexander 
Ball,  that  I  was  to  join  Lord  Nelson  in  the  Fleet  off  Toulon,  I  began  to  consider 
what  I  could  do  that  might  prove  usefid  or  gratifying  to  Lord  Nelson,  and  to  his 
associates,  who,  1  knew,  were  in  want  of  Naval  stores,  and  who  had  been  during 
many  months  afloat,  exposed  to  rough  usage  and  privations,  in  a  tedious  blockade. 
These  consisted  of  two  large  tierces  of  the  finest  English  porter,  in  bottles,  thirty- 
six  dozen  in  each ;  tongues,  Bayonne  hams,  and  some  India  pickles,  &c. ;  all  of 
which  I  sent  on  board  the  Phcebe  Frigate,  as  presents  for  the  Victory.  When  Lord 
Nelson  saw  the  packages,  he  exclaimed,  *  What's  all  this  lumber  ?  What  the  devU 
have  you  got  here  ?'  He  seemed  hurt  at  my  explanation,  *  Only  a  little  ammuni- 
tion fur  the  Fleet,  my  Lord ;'  but  directed  them  to  be  stowed  away  carefully ;  and  he 
told  old  Gaetano,  his  Italian  steward,  to  look  well  after  them.  Days  and  weeks 
passed  away,  without  any  of  the  porter  or  tongues  or  hams  appearing,  either  on  the 
Admiral's  table,  or  in  the  Ward-room  of  the  Victory.  This  seemed  strange,  but  no 
remark  was  made.  Soon  after  we  got  on  board  the  Termagant,  a  boat  arrived  with 
a  letter  to  Captain  Pettet,  and  one  to  myself,  of  which  I  give  the  purport,  if  not 
the  exact  words,  from  memory : — '  I  have  tasted  and  reserve  some  of  your  princely 
and  delicious  preseuts.  Had  we  returned  together  in  the  Superb,  these  should 
have  afforded  consolation  to  all  on  board  that  Ship,  on  our  homeward  voyage.  As 
our  destinies  are  altered,  I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  sending  them  to  Captain  Pettet, 
to  whom  they  will  prove  highly  acceptable ;  and  before  you  have  been  long  on 
board,  I  trust  you  will  think  with  me,  that  they  could  not  have  been  more  worthily 
bestowed.  I  have  added  a  few  bottles  of  fine  Marsala,  lately  sent  me  by  Wood- 
house  from  Sicily,  that  you  may  have  the  pleasure  of  drinking  my  health  in  my 
absence,'  &c.  &c. 

"  Off  Cadiz,  we  joined  Admiral  Sir  John  Orde,  who,  a  martyr  to  the  gout,  was 
then  in  bed,  and  had  not  quitted  his  cabin  since  he  left  England,  and  could  not  see 
us,  and  I  delivered  to  Captain  Robinson  the  following  letter  to  Mr.  Chamberlain:] 


TO  H.  CHAMBERLAIN,  ESQ.,  AGENT  FOR  THE  PACKETS  AT 

LISBON. 

Victory,  November  4th,  1804. 

Sir, 
Mr.  Este  has  charge  of  my  dispatches  for  the  Admiralty,  I 
have  therefore  to  request  that  you  will  get  him  on  board  the 
first  Packet  bound  for  England.  As  no  fever  or  ill  health  is 
in  the  Fleet,  I  hope  the  Termagant  being  directed  not  to 
communicate  with  Gibraltar,  or  any  Ships  who  have  had  any 
communication,  since  the  sickness,  with  that  place,  will  not  be 
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subject  to  Quarantine ;  but  should  she  be  subject  to  it,  I  then 
request  that  you  will  take  the  proper  steps  that  Mr.  Este  and 
my  dispatches  may  get  on  board  the  Packet  destined  for 
England  Captain  Pettet  will  receive  the  Gibraltar  and 
Malta  mails.     I  am.  Sir,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  CAPTAIN  ROBERT  PETTET,  H.  M.  SLOOP  TERMAGANT. 

[Order-Book.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  4th  NoTember,  1804. 

Having  charged  Mr.  Este  (Secretary  to  the  late  Mr.  Lock) 
with  my  Public  dispatches  for  Government,  You  are  hereby 
required  and  directed  to  receive  him  on  board  his  Majesty's 
Sloop  Termagant,  under  your  command,  and  proceed  with 
him  direct  to  Lisbon,  without  calling  at,  or  communicating 
with  Gibraltar;  and  on  your  arrival  in  the  Tagus,  you  will 
put  Mr.  Este  on  board  any  Packet  which  may  be  laying  there 
for  England,  acquainting  the  Captain  thereof,  and  also  the 
Agent  for  Packets  that  he  is  charged  with  my  Government 
dispatches.  From  the  uncertainty  of  the  present  state  of 
afiairs,  the  greatest  caution  is  necessary  in  entering  the  Tagus, 
and  in  communicating  with  Lisbon,  as  it  is  impossible  to  say 
what  the  intentions  of  the  Portuguese  may  be;  you  will 
therefore  do  so  with  the  utmost  care  and  circumspection,  that 
his  Majesty's  Sloop  under  your  command  may  not  be  brought 
into  any  impleasant  situation,  from  want  of  a  due  regard  to  the 
necessary  precaution.  And  as  I  would  not,  on  any  account, 
have  you  subject  yourself  to  Quarantine,  I  herewith  transmit 
you  an  order  directed  to  all  Captains  and  Commanders,  not 
to  communicate  with  the  Termagant  on  any  account,  till  after 
her  return  from  Lisbon ;  and  not  theriy  if  they  have  been  at  any 
place  where  the  present  dreadful  malady  is  raging.  You  will 
therefore  pay  due  regard  to  this,  and  regulate  your  conduct 
in  these  particulars  accordingly. 

Having  put  Mr.  Este  on  board  the  Packet,  or  landed  him  at 
Lisbon,  if  there  is  none  there,  you  will  receive  the  Mails  for 
Gibraltar  and  Malta,  and  return  with  them  with  all  dispatch; 
and  if  you  shall  learn  from  any  of  his  Majesty's  Ships  that  the 

s2 


260  LETTERS.  [1804. 

inhabitants  of  Gibraltar  are  become  healthy,  and  that  it  is  per- 
fectly safe  to  refit  there,  you  will  proceed  into  the  Mole,  and  put 
the  Termagant  in  a  state  for  being  hove  down,  and  her  keel  and 
other  defects  in  her  bottom  made  good,  and  new-coppered  if 
necessary.     In  performing  this  service,  the  utmost  dispatch  is 
to  be  used,  and  every  means  taken  to  expedite  the  perfect 
equipment  of  the  said  Sloop ;  but  if  on  your  return  to  Gibral- 
tar, the  health  of  that  place  is  still  doubtful,  you  will  land  my 
Public  dispatches  through  the  Lazaretto  Ship,  and  proceed 
(without  communicating  in  any  other  way  with  that  place)  to 
Valetta  Harbour,  for  the  purpose  of  getting  the  defects  of  the 
Termagant  made  good,  and  put  in  a  perfect  state  for  winter's 
cruizing.     Having  so  done,  and  completed  your  provisions  to 
the  usual  time,  you  will  return  and  join  the  Squadron  on 
Rendezvous  No.  97,  where  you  will   find  me,  or  orders  for 

your  fiu-ther  proceedings. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

N.B.  If  the  Mails  from  England  for  Gibraltar  and  Malta 

are  not  ready  to  be  delivered,  you  will  on  no  account  wait, 

but  return  as  before  directed. 


TO  THE  CAPTAINS  OR  COMMANDERS  OF  ANY  OF  HIS  MAJESTY'S 
SHIPS  OR  VESSELS  WHICH  THE  TERMAGANT  MAY  FALL  IN 
WITH. 

[Order-Book.] 

Victor)-,  at  Sea,  4th  NoTember,  1804. 

Having  sent  his  Majesty's  Sloop  Termagant  with  my  Pub- 
lic dispatches  to  Lisbon,  in  order  that  they  may  be  forwarded 
from  thence  with  the  utmost  dispatch,  and  as  the  communicat- 
ing with  her  previous  to  her  having  been  to  Lisbon,  would 
not  only  subject  her  to  Quarantine,  under  the  present  dread- 
ful circumstances,  but  prevent  her  from  putting  dispatches  on 
board  the  Packet,  You  are  therefore  hereby  required  and 
directed,  on  no  account  or  consideration  whatever,  to  com- 
municate with  his  Majesty's  said  Sloop,  until  her  return  from 
Lisbon. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 
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TO  CAPTAIN  GORE,  H.M.  SHIP  MEDUSA. 
[Autograph,  in  the  possemion  of  the  Right  Hon.  John  ^^bion  Croker.] 

Victory,  NoTemher  'Ith,  1904. 

My  dear  Gore, 

Esperauce  b  passed  on  to  Madalena,  therefore  I  have  not 
seen  her.  .  You  will  receive  a  satisfactory  order,  I  hope,  for 
your  future  movements  of  the  Medusa.  The  Merchants  are 
tearing  me  to  pieces  for  Convoys,  and  I  dare  not  send  a  Fri- 
gate home  without  one.  Indeed,  I  am  positively  ordered  not 
to  do  it.  Anson  was  ordered  down  when  I  received  your 
wishes,  before  the  Spanish  business.  She  will  be  a  powerful 
reinforcement  to  the  Squadron.  I  wish  you  could  get  hold  of 
a  First-rate,  loaded  with  money ;  not  that  you  or  I  should  get 
any  of  it,  under  the  present  circumstances,  but  a  few  millions 
would  be  useful  to  the  State.  I  am  very  unwell  to-day,  and 
can  hardly  hold  my  head  up.  You  will  know  before  me  who 
is  my  successor.  May  health  and  success  attend  you,  my  dear 
Gore,  and  believe  me  ever,  your  obliged  and  faithful  friend. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

We  are  remarkably  healthy  as  to  fevers. 


TO  CAPTAIN  GORE,  H.  M.  SHIP  MEDUSA. 

[Original,  in  the  possession  of  the  Right  Hon.  John  Wilson  Croker.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  .'ith  Novemher,  1804. 

Sir, 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  9th  September  last,  toge^ 
ther  with  Mr.  Frere's,  dated  the  31st  July,  and  the  one  therein 
alluded  to  from  the  Spanish  Government,  relative  to  the  ex- 
cesses committed  by  the  Enemy's  Privateers  between  Cadiz 
and  Algiers,  &c.,  and  I  am  sorry  to  find  the  tardiness  with 
which  all  our  just  complaints  are  treated.  I  should  hope  our 
Minister  most  strongly  demands  redress. 

The  letters  from  Captains  Sutton  and  Rosenhagen,  giving 
you  an  account  of  their  proceedings,  have  also  been  received ; 
and  I  hope  Captain  Rosenhagen  has  stated  to  the  Admiralty 
the  conduct  of  the  Master  of  the  Vessel  which  followed  him, 
and  afterwards  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Enemy,  as  mentioned 
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in  his  said  letter.  If  he  has  not,  desire  he  may,. and  let  this 
be  the  constant  duty  of  all  Officers  charged  with  Convoys, 
when  any  of  the  Vessels  improperly  leave  thenL     I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  CAPTAIN  RICHARD  BUDD  VINCENT,  H.M.  SLOOP  ARROW. 

[Order-Book.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  5th  NoTember,  1804. 

Whereas  by  the  Defects  and  Report  of  Survey  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's Sloop  Arrow,  under  your  command,  transmitted  to  me 
in  your  letter  of  the  20th  ultimo,  there  appears  an  absolute 
necessity  of  sending  her  to  England  immediately,  to  be  docked; 
and  whereas  I  have  received  application  for  a  Convoy  to  the 
Ships  named  on  the  other  side  hereof,*  bound  to  the  United 
Kingdom,  and  also  been  informed  that  several  others  may  be 
expected  from  the  different  Ports  in  the  Levant  and  Sicily, 
about  the  middle  or  latter  end  of  this  month ;  You  are  there- 
fore hereby  required  and  directed  to  take  his  Majesty's  Bomb- 
Vessel  named  in  the  margin*  under  your  command,  (whose 
Captain  is  directed  by  the  enclosed  order  to  follow  your  in- 
structions for  his  further  proceedings,)  and  make  the  signal 
for,  and  take  under  your  convoy  and  protection,  the  Mer- 
chant-Ships before-mentioned,  with  such   as  may   have,  or 
shall  arrive  at  Malta,  from  any  Port  in  the  Levant  or  Sicily, 
this  season,  together  with  any  Merchant-Ship  or  Vessel  that 
may  be  ready,  and  bound  your  way ;  and  when  the  whole  of  the 
Trade  from  the  Levant  and  Sicily  which  may  be  expected  for 
this  season  shall  have  arrived,  and  Captain  Schomberg  signifies 
his  approbation  to  your  leaving  Malta,  it  is  my  directions 
that  you  take  the  Acheron  with  you,  and  proceed  immediately 
with  the   whole  of  the  Trade  from  Valetta  harbour,  which 
may  be  bound  to  any  part  of  the  United  Eangdom,  with  as 
much  expedition  as  possible,  consistent  with   their   safety, 
direct  to  England ;  and  on  no  aecoimt  or  consideration  what- 
ever, touch  at  or  go  near  Gibraltar,  or  allow  any  of  the  Convoy 

*  Andromeda,  Castle,  Blades,  William,  Alert,  Alert,  Helen,  bound  to  Lisbon; 
Bridget,  bound  to  Hull ;  Lady  Cotton,  bound  to  Lreland ;  Elizabeth,  bound  to  Leith ; 
Pomona,  bound  toLiverpool. 

'  Acheron. 
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under  your  command,  at  their  peril,  to  communicate  with  that 
place,  or  with  any  Boat  or  Vessel  belonging  to  it,  but  proceed 
direct  through  the  Straits,  and  make  the  best  of  your  way  off 
Plymouth,  where  you  will  leave  the  Trade  bound  for  Ireland 
and  the  British  Channel  in  safety,  to  be  sent  from  thence 
to  their  destination  by  the  Commander-in-Chief  at  Plymouth, 
as  the  Acheron  is  by  no  means  equal  to  protect  them,  or 
indeed  herself,  against  a  strong  Privateer. 

Having  hove-to  sufficient  time  off  the  Ram  Head,  to  see  the 
Ships  before-mentioned  safe  into  the  entrance  of  Cawsand  Bay 
or  the  Sound,  you  will  proceed  on  with  the  Acheron  and  the 
rest  of  the  Convoy  to  the  Downs,  dropping  such  as  are  bound  to 
Ports  in  the  Channel,  on  your  way  up ;  taking  care  to  pro- 
portion your  rate  of  going  to  that  of  the  worst  sailing  Vessel 
under  your  protection,  and  on  no  account  part  from  them,  or 
leave  any  of  the  Trade  in  danger  of  being  captured  by  the 
Enemy.  On  your  arrival  in  the  Downs,  you  will  acquaint 
the  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty  thereof,  and  transmit  an 
account  of  your  proceedings,  for  their  Lordships'  information, 
and  wait  there,  together  with  the  Acheron,  until  you  receive 
their  orders  for  your  further  government.' 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  CAPTAIN  HENRY  RICHARDSON,  H.  M.  SHIP  JUNO. 

[Order-Book.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  Btli  NoTember,  1804. 

Having  received  instructions*  from  the  Lords  Commissioners 
of  the  Admiralty  to  send  a  Frigate  to  such  place  as  may  be 

■  The  Arrow  and  Acheron  never  reached  England,  being,  with  the  Convoy, 
intercepted,  off  Cape  Caxine,  by  two  large  French  Frigates,  on  the  4th  of  February 
1805,  when  both  those  Vessels  were  captured,  after  a  most  determined  resistance. 

*  On  the  31 8t  of  July,  1804,  the  Admiralty  issued  an  Order  to  Lord  Nelson, 
directing  him  to  "  hold  in  readiness,  in  such  Port  as  may  be  agreed  upon  by  you 
ind  Mr.  Jackson,  one  of  the  Ships  under  your  command,  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
veying his  Sardinian  Majesty  to  such  Port  in  the  Mediterranean  as  he  may  appoint ; 
and  to  adopt  such  measures  for  the  Naval  defence  of  the  Island  of  Sardinia  as  may 
be  best  calculated  for  that  purpose,  and  as  may  be  consistent  with  the  other  ser- 
vices entroBted  to  your  care.** 
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agreed  upon  by  me,  and  Mr.  Jackson^  his  Majesty's  Minister 
to  the  King  of  Sardinia,  to  remove  His  Sardinian  Majesty  from 
Gaeta,  or  any  other  place  where  his  Majesty  may  be  residing, 
to  any  place  within  the  Mediterranean  where  the  King  may 
think  proper,  You  are  therefore  hereby  required  and  directed 
to  receive  my  Public  dispatches  for  his  Sardinian  Majesty 
and  Mr.  Jackson,  and  proceed  with  them,  in  his  Majesty's 
Ship  Juno,  under  your  command,  to  Gaeta,  and  on  your 
arrival  there,  you  will  deliver  my  letter  to  the  King,  and  should 
his  Sardinian  Majesty  desire  to  be  removed  to  any  part  of 
Sicily,  Malta,  Corfu,  or  any  other  place  within  the  Mediter- 
ranean, you  will  receive  his  Majesty,  the  Queen,  and  state, 
on  board  the  Juno,  and  proceed  to  such  place  as  his  Majesty 
shall  direct,  where  you  will  land  him,  the  Queen,  and  suite, 
and  afterwards  proceed  to  Malta,  for  the  purpose  of  being  re- 
fitted. Should  his  Majesty  request  you  to  wait  at  Gaeta  for 
three  or  four  days,  in  order  to  prepare  for  his  embarkation, 
you  will  do  so,  and  immediately  write  Mr.  Jackson,  at  Rome, 
(when  his  Majesty's  intentions  are  signified  to  you,)  that  his 
answer  may  arrive  previous  to  your  sailing ;  and  you  will  also, 
the  instant  you  anchor  at  Gaeta,  forward  my  dispatches  to 
Mr.  Elliot,  at  Naples,  by  express.  But  should  his  Sardinian 
Majesty  not  desire  the  Juno  to  wait  for  the  purpose  before 
mentioned,  and  signifies  the  same  to  you  oflScially,  you  will 
proceed  immediately  to  Naples,  and  receive  from  his  Excel- 
lency Mr.  Elliot  such  dispatches  as  he  may  have  for  Sicily  or 
Malta,  with  which  you  will  proceed,  and  make  the  best  of 
your  way  to  Valetta  harbour,  where  you  will  cause  every  ex- 
ertion to  be  used  in  refitting  and  completing  the  Juno  for 
immediate  service,  agreeable  to  the  letter  herewith  transmitted 
addressed  to  Commissioner  Otway.  Having  so  done,  and  com- 
pleted your  provisions,  &c.,  to  the  usual  time,  you  will  after- 
wards return,  and  join  the  Squadron  on  Rendezvous  No.  97, 
where  you  will  find  me,  or  orders  for  your  further  proceed- 
ings. I  must  desire  to  recommend  that  you  will  keep  a  par- 
ticular account  of  all  your  disbursements  in  the  event  of  bis 
Majesty  the  King  of  Sardinia  accompanying  you,  in  order 
that  Government  may  take  the  same  into  consideration,  and 
direct  your  being  repaid. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 
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TO  HIS  EXCELLENCY  HUGH  ELUOT,  ESQ. 

[Aatograph,  in  the  Elliot  Papers.] 

Victory,  NoTember  8th,  1804. 

My  dear  Sir, 

Your  letters  by  the  iEtna,  of  the  14th  October,  were  duly 
received,  and  I  thank  your  Excellency  for  all  the  interesting 
information  you  are  so  good  as  to  give  me.  I  can  only  add 
one  lamentation  more  to  the  uncomfortable  situation,  to  say 
no  worse  of  it,  of  those  good  Sovereigns  of  Naples.  I  never 
had  but  one  opinion  of  Russia,  for  many  years  past  I  am  to 
this  moment  ignorant,  except  by  the  French  papers,  of  what 
is  passing  in  Spain.  What  can  be  expected  from  such  com- 
munications to  a  Naval  Commander-in-Chief?  Pray  return 
them :  I  keep  them  as  curiosities. 

I  have  heard  nothing  from  England  since  August  28th : 
French  papers  give  us  the  news  to  October  11th ;  therefore,  I 
am  left  in  total  ignorance.  I  shall  send  a  Vessel  to  Naples  the 
first  arrival  from  England.  She  will  probably  bring  out  my 
successor.  I  am  very  unwell,  and  the  wet  weather  we  have 
had  has  done  my  cough  no  good. 

I  have  wrote  to  the  Admiralty,  and  to  Lord  Melville  about 
your  desire  for  a  Vessel  to  carry  your  dispatches:  I  have 
none.  The  Juno,  who  goes  first  to  Gaeta,  in  case  the  King 
of  Sardinia  should  not  feel  himself  safe,  will,  if  his  Majesty 
does  not  use  her,  proceed  to  Naples,  and  take  any  letters  you 
may  have  for  either  Malta  or  Sicily.  The  fever  has  much 
abated  at  Gibraltar  and  Cadiz.  At  Malaga  it  has  certainly 
ceased,  and  the  Port  is  expected  to  be  opened.  The  Fleet  is 
in  most  perfect  health.  Pray,  present  my  humble  duty  to 
their  Majesties.  They  have  none  that  feel  for  them  more 
than  myself,  and  they  may  rely  upon  me  to  the  last  moment 
of  my  breathing.  I  hope  Mrs.  Elliot  is  perfectly  recovered, 
and  bog  my  respectful  compliments.  William  is  very  well. 
I  am  ever,  my  dear  Sir,  your  most  obliged  and  faithful  servant. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 
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TO  WILLIAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ^  ADMIRALTY. 

[Original,  in  the  Admiralty.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  8th  November,  1601 

Sir, 
I  herewith  transmit  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  and  paper  therein 
referred  to,  from  Captain  Gore,  of  his  Majesty's  Ship  Medusa, 
dated  the  6th  October,  (a  copy  of  which,  he  acquaints  me,  has 
also  been  transmitted  to  you)  giving  an  account  of  the  capture 
of  three  Spanish  Frigates  with  treasure  on  board,  as  therein 
mentioned,*  which  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  lay  before  the  Lords 
Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  for  their  information ;  and,  at 
the  same  time  acquaint  their  Lordships  that  I  very  highly  ap- 
prove of  the  meritorious  conduct  of  that  excellent  OflScer,  Cap- 
tain Gore,  upon  the  present,  as  well  as  upon  all  former  occa- 
sions, since  he  has  been  under  my  command,  in  the  important 
trust  of  watching  the  Enemy  outside  the  Straits,  and  for  the 
great  and  perfect  security  which  he  has  afforded  with  his  little 
Squadron  to  our  Trade  to,  and  from,  this  Country ;  and  when 
the  very  bad  state  of  the  Medusa  is  considered,  his  constantly 
keeping  at  sea  previous  to  this,  and  after  an  opportunity 
offered  for  his  returning  to  England,  with  the  Spanish  Frigate 
Fama,  deserves  particular  approbation.     I  am,  Sir,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


*  On  the  5th  of  October,  1804,  off  Cape  St.  Mary's,  near  Cadiz,  the  Indefatigable, 
Captain  Graham  Moore ;  Medusa,  Captain  John  Gore ;  Amphion,  Captain  Samuel 
Sutton;  and  Lively,  Captain  Graham  Eden  Hamond,  fell  in  with  the  four  Spanish 
Frigates  La  Medee,  bearing  the  Flag  of  Don  Joseph  Bustamente ;  La  Fama,  Lt 
Clara,  and  La  Mercedes,  from  South  America,  laden  with  treasure  and  Taluable 
merchandize.  Captain  Moore  communicated  to  the  Spanish  Admiral  bis  orders  to 
detain  these  Ships  (^ide  p.  241,  ante),  and  expressed  a  wish  to  do  so  without  blood- 
shed ;  but  not  receiving  a  satisfactory  answer,  an  Action  commenced.  In  ten  minutefl, 
La  Mercedes  blew  up,  and  the  tliree  other  Ships  soon  after  surrendered.  As  Spain 
was  then  at  peace  with  England,  this  affair  naturally  excited  the  indignation  of  the 
Court  of  Madrid,  and  led  immediately  to  a  War. 


X.r.  46.]  LETTERS.  267 

TO  CAPTAIN  GORE,  H.  M.  SHIP  MEDUSA. 

[Autograph,  in  the  possession  of  the  Right  Hon.  John  Wilson  Croker.] 

Most  private.  Victory,  NoTemher  9th.  1804. 

My  dear  Gore, 

From  my  heart  do  I  congratulate  you  on  your  share  of  the 
capture  of  the  Spanish  Frigates;  but  I  own  it  is  mixed  with 
r^et  that  you  did  not  command.  However,  it  [is]  a  good 
thing,  and  I  hope  before  this  time  you  have  taken  more  of 
them.  The  Lima  Ships  are  loaded  with  gold.  Should  you 
finjl  that  I  am  destined  to  be  here  a  few  months  longer,  and 
that  the  Medusa  is  in  absolute  want  of  going  to  England,  you 
can  apply  to  Sir  Richard  Strachan,  who  will  send  Medusa  to 
me ;  and  you  are  sure  that,  if  I  can,  you  shall  go  home  with- 
out Convoy,  unless^  your  rich  Prizes.  Be  assured  of  my  in- 
clination to  meet  your  wishes  as  much  as  is  possible. 

The  secret  of  the  capture  was  perfectly  well  kept,  but  one 
of  your  Mids  wrote  a  letter  to  Mr.  Williams,*  and  out  it  all 
came.  I  hope  Gibraltar  is  perfectly  free  from  sickness  by  this 
time ;  and  that  you  may  very  safely  send  your  Prizes,  and 
communicate  with  the  Garrison.  The  water,  I  thought,  firom 
the  Navy  tank,  was  perfectly  clear  from  the  Garrison,  and  you 
will  have,  before  this  time,  Transports  with  provisions  and 
stores.  I  am  very  far  from  well ;  and  what,  my  dear  Gore,  are 
the  mines  of  Peru,  compared  to  health  ?  God  bless  you,  and 
believe  me  ever  your  sincere  and  obliged  friend. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

Captain  Moore  had  no  business  to  take  the  Amphion  ;*  but 
I  dare  [say]  Sutton  wished  it  I  am  distressed  for  Frigates 
and  Sloops. 

*  i.e.,  Except. 

'  Lieutenaut  Edward  Williams.  Having  been  in  the  Victory  at  TrafiBLlgar,  he  was 
made  a  Commander  on  the  'Zith  of  December,  1805;  and  he  died  in  that  rank 
in  184.3. 

'  Captain  Moore  stated  in  a  letter  to  the  Admiralty,  of  the  19th  of  October,  that 
he  ordered  the  Amphion  to  England,  "for  the  security  of  the  two  Spanish  Frigates, 
La  Medee  and  La  Clara." 
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TO  LIEUTENANT  ROBERT  LLOYD,  H.M.  SHIP  GUERRIER,  ON 

BOARD  L'ESPERANCE. 

[Order-Book.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  9th  NoYcmber,  1804. 

You  are  hereby  required  and  directed  to  proceed  imme- 
diately with  my  Public  dispatches  to  Gibraltar,  and  on  your 
arrival  there,  you  will  deliver  my  letter  to  his  Excellency 
General  Sir  Thomas  Trigge,  and  keep  those  (in  case'  the  dis- 
ease still  continues)  for  the  Donegal  and  Medusa  to  be  for- 
warded by  La  Sophie  or  Halcyon,  as  early  as  possible.  On 
your  passage  from  hence  to  Gibraltar,  I  must  desire  you  will 
be  particularly  careful,  and  not  allow  the  Esperance  to  be 
boarded  by  any  Spanish  Ship  or  Vessel  of  War,  or  suffer  her 
to  be  placed  in  any  situation  under  their  Forts  or  Batteries, 
or  otherwise,  that  may  subject  her  to  detention  or  capture,  as 
the  intentions  of  Spain  are  at  this  moment  very  uncertain 
with  respect  to  our  Country.  After  having  disposed  of  the 
dispatches  as  above  mentioned,  you  will  return  to  the  com- 
mand of  his  Majesty's  Prison-Ship  Guerrier,  taking  particular 
care  of  the  people  on  board  L'Esperance,  till  an  opportunity 
offers  for  joining  their  proper  Ship,  and  deliver  L'Esperance 
into  the  charge  of  the  Halcyon,  or  her  Agents. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  SIR  ALEXANDER  BALL,  BART.,  MALTA. 

[Autograph,  in  the  possession  of  Sir  WiUiam  Keith  Ball,  Bart.] 

Victory,  November  10th,  1804. 

My  dear  Ball, 
Captain  Moore  has  thought  fit  to  take  home  with  him  the 
Amphion,  and  I  think  very  probable  he  would  Gore,  had  he 
not  separated  from  him  in  pursuit  of  one  of  the  Spanish  Fri- 
gates,'which,  after  striking,  attempted  to  get  away.  Gore,  in 
a  very  leaky  Ship,  would  not  proceed  to  England,  but  sent 
the  Lively  home  with  her ;  yet  I  have  no  accounts  of  a  War, 

^  La  Fama. 
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and  what  is  more  curious^  an  English  Ship  from  London, 
which  came  out  mider  Convoy  of  the  Lively,  entered  Cadiz, 
the  day  of  the  Action.  The  Merchants  are  pulling  me  to 
pieces  for  Convoy,  and  I  have  been  obliged  to  order  the 
Arrow  (Captain  Vincent  having  made  such  complaints  of  her), 
and  the  Acheron  Bomb,  to  take  charge  of  the  Convoy  from 
Malta.  Sir  Richard  Strachan  is  gone  outside  the  Straits, 
and  a  Frigate  must  go  in  the  room  of  the  Amphion.  The 
Sophie  has  so  many  complaints,  that  I  much  doubt  her  being 
reparable ;  but  if  it  is  a  Spanish  War,  these  gentlemen  may 
not  be  so  anxious  to  get  home.  The  Admiralty  have  directed 
me  to  keep  a  Frigate  with  the  King  of  Sardinia,  (I  have  sent 
Juno  to  Gaeta,)  and  to  place  a  Naval  Force  for  the  protection 
of  Sardinia.  Sometimes  I  smile,  sometimes  I  am  angry ;  for 
in  the  same  packet.  Lord  Melville  says,  '  We  can  send  you 
nothing.'  I  have  before  wrote  to  General  Villettes  to  keep 
the  2000  Troops  ready  for  embarkation,  and  I  shall  touch 
upon  it  again. 

The  Milbrook  arrived  at  Lisbon,  October  9th — five  days 
fit)m  Falmouth.  Mr.  Frere*  received  the  ultimatum  of  our 
Government  the  16tL  It  was  to  be  decisive  in  twenty-four 
hours;  but  20th  he  had  an  audience — no  result;  and  he  had 
the  tertian  ague.  On  the  27th  he  had  not  had  a  second 
audience,  saying  he  was  ill,  and  could  not  attend  to  business. 
Could  you  believe  all  this  ?  But  it  is  too  true — shame^  shame t 
therefore,  here  I  am  completely  in  the  dark.  I  wonder  my 
successor  is  not  arrived :  I  shall  have  a  winter's  passage. 

The  fever  abates  at  Gibraltar:  500  Troops  have  died — 1612 
Inhabitants.  At  Malaga  it  has  ceased,  and  at  Alicant.  Mr. 
Price,  our  Pro- Consul  at  Carthagena,  is  dead.  Deaths  at 
Malaga— Clergy,  114  ;  Friars,  81 ;  Nuns,  76;  Physcians,  20 ; 


*  On  the  9ih  of  November,  Mr.  Frere  demanded  his  Passporu :  on  the  27th,  the 
Conrt  of  Madrid  issued  a  Decree,  stating  that  the  English  having  attacked  Spanish 
Ships  of  War,  and  detained  Merchant  Vessels,  reprisals  were  to  be  made  on  British 
property ;  and  on  the  12th  of  December,  Spain  formally  declared  War  against  Eng- 
land. On  the  lUth  of  December,  an  Order  in  Council  appeared,  forbidding  any 
British  Ship  to  enter  any  Port  of  Spain,  and  directing  a  general  Embargo  to  be  laid 
on  all  Spanish  Ships  in  the  Ports  of  Great  Britain,  which  was  followed  on  the  Ilth 
of  January,  1805,  by  a  Declaration  of  War. 
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Troops  in  Garrison^  1206 ;  African  Corps,  101 ;  Individuals^ 

19,843. 

God  bless  you,  my  dear  Ball ;  ever  most  faithfully  your 

friend. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  CAPTAIN  WILLIAM  DURBAN,  H.M.  SHIP  AMBUSCADE. 

[Order-Book.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  12th  November,  1804. 

You  are  hereby  required  and  directed  to  proceed  imme- 
diately, with  his  Majesty's  Ship  Ambuscade  under  your  com- 
mand, off  Barcelona,  and  send  an  Officer  on  shore  with  my 
PubUc  dispatches,  herewith  transmitted  to  Mr.  Gibert,  hb 
Majesty's  Pro-Consul  at  that  place,  with  directions  to  wait  in 
his  Boat  until  the  Pro-Consul  has  answered  my  letters ;  and 
the  moment  he  has  received  it,  with  such  other  letters,  &c.,  as 
Mr.  Gibert  may  have  to  send,  you  will  direct  his  immediate 
return  to  the  Ambuscade.  In  the  meantime,  you  will  send 
an  Officer  to  an  English  Merchant- Vessel  laying  at  Barcelona, 
who,  I  should  suppose,  from  the  late  circular  letter  from  Mr. 
Hunter,  would  be  desirous  of  quitting  that  place ;  and  in 
case  the  Master  of  her  should  be  so  disposed,  it  is  my  directions 
that  you  take  the  said  Vessel  under  your  protection,  and  convoy 
her  to  the  Fleet :  otherwise,  you  will  demand  his  reasons  for 
not  accompanying  you,  in  writing.  As  you  are  apprised  of 
the  doubtful  intentions  of  Spain,  it  is  not  necessary  to  recom- 
mend the  greatest  caution  in  performing  this  service,  which 
you  will  do  with  as  much  expedition  as  possible,  and  join  me 
on  Rendezvous  No.  97  with  all  dispatch. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  WILUAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ.,  ADMIRALTY. 

[Autograph,  in  the  Admiralty.] 

Victory,  off  Barcelona,  November  l/ith,  1804. 

Sh-, 
The  appearances  of  a  rupture  with  Spain  induced  me  to 
proceed  off  this  place,  in  hopes  of  hearing  from  his  Majesty's 
Minister  at  the  Court  of  Madrid;  or,  should  he  not  think  it 


.irr.46.]  LETTERS.  271 

proper  to  write  to  me,  that  I  might  be  able  to  form  a  judgment 
whether  War  or  Peace  was  likely  to  take  place,  of  the  uncer- 
tainty which,  for  some  weeks  past,  has  prevailed.  For  this 
purpose  I  sent  the  Fisgard  to  Rosas  for  the  purpose  of  watch- 
ing, and  desiring  water  and  refreshments.  The  Governor 
seemed  veiy  anxious  that  he  should  anchor  between  the  Forts, 
when  he  told  the  Officer  the  Ship  should  be  furnished  with 
whatever  she  wanted.  In  short,  his  conduct,  from  rudeness, 
was  so  polite,  that  no  doubt  was  entertained  in  Lord  Mark 
Eerr*s  mind  of  the  views  of  the  Spanish  Governor,  and  he 
joined  me  last  night 

The  Ambuscade,  which  I  stationed  off  Barcelona,  joined 
me  this  morning,  with  a  Merchant  Brig  which  was  lying  in 
Barcelona  Roads.  She  was  yesterday,  on  her  attempting  to 
join  the  Ambuscade,  fired  at  by  the  batteries,  and  very  much 
damaged,  but  she  escaped.  The  enclosed  letter  from  Mr. 
Frere  has  made  me  give  orders  for  the  general  seizure  of  all 
Spanish  Vessels,  whether  of  War  or  Merchandize.   I  have  the 

honour  to  be,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

The  Fleet  is  perfection  itself.  We  have  just  captured  a 
complete  Regiment  going  to  Minorca.' 


TO   THE   RESPECTIVE   CAPTAINS    AND   COMMANDERS    OF    HIS 
majesty's  SHIPS   AND   VESSELS  ON   THE  MEDITERRANEAN 

STATION. 

[From  a  Copy  in  the  Admiralty.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  15tli  November,  18(U. 

Whereas  Hostilities'  have  commenced  between  Great  Britain 
and  the  Court  of  Spain ;  You  are  hereby  required  and  di- 

1  "  Thursday,  h'^th  November,  a.m.  Boarded  an  Imperial  Ship  from  Barcelona. 
At  7*15,  £tna  boarded  a  Spanish  Bark,  baving  Troops  onboard.  At  0*30,  Am- 
buscade boarded  a  Vessel  under  Spanish  colours,  having  troops  onboard.  At  I0'30, 
Spencer  boarded  a  Ship,  under  Russian  colours,  having  Spanish  troops  onboard." 
— Victory's  Log.  •'  On  the  IBrh  of  November,  Lord  Nelson  sent  the  OflBcers,  &c. 
belonging  to  the  Spanish  Regiment  onboard  a  Swedish  Ship  for  Barcelona." — Ibid, 
"  Monday,  19th  November,  a.m.  At  7*20,  Excellent  detained  the  Bona  Adventure 
Spanish  Schooner  of  War." — Ibid, 

'  The  Batteries  of  Barcelona  having,  as  Lord  Nelson  supposed,  fired  on  an  Eng- 
lish Brig ;  but  it  appears,  from  his  letter  to  Mr.  Marsden,  of  the  23rd  of  November, 
that  he  had  been  misinformed.    Vide  p.  277,  post. 
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rected,  on  falling  in  with  any  Spanish  Ship  or  Vessel  of  War, 
or  Merchantman  belonging  to  the  Subjects  of  his  Catholic 
Majesty,  or  which  may  have  Spanish  property  on  board,  and 
on  doing  so,  you  will  use  your  utmost  endeavour  to  capture, 
seize,  bum,  sink,  or  destroy  them.  In  the  event  of  your  cap- 
turing any  of  their  Merchant  Vessels,  or  which  may  have 
Spanish  property  on  board,  I  must  desire  that  the  strictest 
orders  are  given  to  the  Officers  sent  into  Port  with  such  Mer- 
chant Vessels,  to  see  that  their  hatches  are  immediately  locked 
and  sealed  up,  and  also  that  all  the  Ship's  papers  are  sealed 
up  and  taken  care  of,  that  no  embezzlement  of  any  kind  what- 
ever do  take  place,  as  they  will  answer  the  contrary  at  their 
peril.  As  condemnation  cannot  take  place  until  his  Majesty's 
pleasure  is  signified,  it  is  my  most  positive  directions  that  all 
Vessels  having  perishable  cargoes  on  board  are,  immediately 
on  their  arrival  in  Port,  delivered  into  the  hands  of  the  Vice- 
Admiralty  Court,  to  be  disposed  of  as  the  Judge  shall  think 

proper  to  direct. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  CAPTAIN  HILLYAR,  H.M.  SHIP  NIGER. 

[From  a  Copy  in  the  Admiralty.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  15th  November,  1804. 

You  are  hereby  required  and  directed  to  proceed  with  the 
utmost  expedition,  in  his  Majesty's  Ship  Niger,  under  your 
command,  through  the  Straits  and  off  Cape  Spartel,  where 
you  may  expect  to  meet  his  Majesty's  Ship  Donegal,  or 
between  that  and  Cape  St.  Vincent,  and  on  joining  her,  you 
will  deliver  my  letter,  herewith  transmitted,  to  Captain  Sir 
Richard  John  Strachan,  Bart,  put  yourself  under  his  com- 
mand, and  follow  his  orders  for  your  further  proceedings.  In 
the  event  of  your  falling  in  with  any  Spanish  Ship  or  Vessel 
of  War,  or  Merchantman,  on  your  way  to  join  the  Donegal, 
you  will  detain  her,  and  send  her  to  Gibraltar  or  Malta,  as 
may  be  most  convenient,  agreeable  to  the  copy  of  my  general 
order  of  this  date,  herewith  delivered. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

If  you  see  either  Halcyon  or  Sophie,  they  will  probably  be 
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able  to  tell  exactly  the  position  Sir  Richard  Strachan  may 
have  taken.  Keep  company  with  the  Tigre  until  you  are 
past  Cape  de  Gatte>  and  Captain  Hallowell  makes  the  signal 
to  separate. 


TO  THE  RESPECTIVE  CAPTAINS  AND  COMMANDERS  OF  HIS 
majesty's  SHIPS  AND  VESSELS  ON  THE  MEDITERRANEAN 
STATION. 

[From  a  Copy  in  the  possession  of  Miss  Bolton,  of  Bumham  ] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  [about  15th]  NoTember,  1B04. 

Whereas  I  judge  it  proper,  under  the  present  uncertain 
state  of  affairs  between  Great  Britain  and  the  Court  of  Spain, 
that  all  Spanish  Ships  and  Vessels  of  War,  as  well  as  the 
Trade  of  his  Catholic  Majesty,  shall  be  detained  till  further 
orders,  You  are  hereby  required  and  directed  to  detain  all 
Spanish  Ships  and  Vessels  of  War,  or  Merchantmen  (Vessels 
laden  with  corn  excepted)  belonging  to  the  Subjects  of  his 
Catholic  Majesty,  which  you  may  fall  in  with,  and  send  them 
either  to  Gibraltar  or  Malta,  as  circumstances  shall  render 
necessary;  but  I  must  desire  that  the  Masters  and  such  of  the 
Crews  of  the  said  Vessels  as  may  be  left  on  board  and  sent 
into  Port,  are  treated  with  the  utmost  attention,  and  allowed 
to  remain  in  their  respective  Vessels,  under  the  necessary 
precaution,  till  further  orders:  and  it  is  my  most  positive 
directions  that  the  Officers  sent  into  Port  with  such  detained 
Vessels,  see  that  their  hatches  are  immediately  locked  and 
sealed  up,  and  that  all  the  Ship's  papers  are  likewise  sealed 
up,  and  kept  in  the  Officer's  possession,  till  orders  are  given 
for  their  being  delivered  up  to  their  owners,  or  otherwise  dis- 
posed of;  and  on  no  account  or  consideration  whatever,  to 
suffer  any  part  of  their  cargoes  to  be  taken  away,  or  otherwise 
embezzled,  as  they  will  answer  the  contrary  at  their  peril. 

Vessels  whether  Neutral,  or  belonging  to  the  Subjects  of 
his  Catholic  Majesty,  laden  with  com,  are  not  to  be  detained 
for  the  present,  but  suffered  to  proceed  to  their  destination, 
(if  to  any  Port  in  Spain,)  as  mentioned  in  their  Lordships' 
order,  dated  the  24th  August  1804,  and  issued  to  the  Fleet  on 
the  4th  October  following. 

VOL.  VL  T 


274  LETTERS.  [1804. 

TO  CAPTAIN  BENJAJVIIN  HAXLOWELL,  H.M.  SHIP  TIGRE. 

[From  a  Copy  in  the  possession  of  Miss  Bolton,  of  Bamliam.] 

[About  15th  November,  1S04.] 

You  are,  in  consequence  of  the  circumstances  above  stated/ 
hereby  required  and  directed  to  take  his  Majesty's  Ship 
named  in  the  margin  under  your  command,  and  proceed  im- 
mediately with  her  off  Cape  de  Gatte,  and  in  the  event  of 
falling  in  with  the  Spanish  Frigates  above-mentioned*  (as  the 
object  of  their  cruizing  must  certainly  be  with  hostile  inten- 
tions against  the  Trade  of  his  Majesty's  Subjects)  you  will  use 
your  best  endeavours  to  capture  them,  should  they  attempt  to 
resist ;  otherwise  you  will  detain  and  bring  them  with  you  to 
the  Fleet,  until  such  time  as  the  result  of  the  present  mbun- 
derstanding  between  Great  Britain  and  the  Court  of  Spain 
shall  be  officially  known.  In  the  execution  of  this  service, 
should  you  fall  in  with  any  Spanish  Merchant-Ship  or  Vessel, 
(those  laden  with  com  excepted,)  it  is  my  directions  that 
you  detain  her,  and  send  her  to  Gibraltar  or  Malta,  as  you 
may  from  circumstances  find  necessary ;  but  I  must  desire  to 
recommend  that  the  Masters  and  Crews  of  the  said  Vessels 
which  may  be  left  on  board  them  and  sent  into  Port,  are 
treated  with  the  utmost  attention,  and  allowed  to  remain  in 
their  respective  Vessels,  under  the  necessary  precautions  until 
further  orders.  And  you  will  give  the  most  strict  and  positive 
orders  to  the  Officers  sent  in  with  such  detained  Vessels,  to  see 
that  their  hatches  are  locked  and  sealed  up,  and  on  no  account 
or  consideration  whatever,  suffer  any  part  of  their  cargoes  to 
be  taken  away,  or  otherwise  embezzled ;  and  likewise  that  all 
the  Ship's  papers  are  sealed  up,  and  reserved  in  the  Officers' 
possession  till  called  for,  as  they  will  answer  the  contrary  at 
'their  peril.  Vessels,  whether  Neutral  or  belonging  to  the 
Subjects  of  his  Catholic  Majesty,  laden  with  corn,  are  not  to 
be  detained  for  the  present,  but  suffered  to  proceed  to  their 
destination,  (if  to  any  Port  in  Spain,)  as  mentioned  in  their 
Lordships'  order,  dated  the  24th  August  1804,  and  issued  lo 
the  Fleet  on  the  4th  October  following. 

Should  you  not  find  any  Spanish  Ships  or  Vessels  of  War 

*  The  former  part  of  this  Order  is  not  preserved. 
«  Vide  p.  280,  post. 
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cruking  off  Cape  de  Gatte,  you  may  proceed  a  few  leagues 
further  to  the  Westward,  and  after  having  delivered  my  order, 
herewith  transmitted,  to  Captain  ,  you  will  return 

and  join  the  Squadron  on  Rendezvous  No.  97,  with  all  expe- 
dition, where  you  will  find  me,  or  orders  for  your  further 

proceedings. 

Nelson  and  Brontb. 


TO 

[Autograph  dimag^t,  in  Um  potaession  of  Miss  Bolton,  of  Bomham.] 

[Aboat  10th  Noyember,  1804.] 

Having,  on  November  10th,  received  firom  John  Hunter, 
Esq.,  H.M.Consul-General  at  Madrid,  a  letter,  dated  November 
3rd,  enclosing  a  copy  of  his  circular  letter  to  the  Consuls  in 
all  the  Ports  in  Spain,  stating  that  Mr.  Frere  had,  on  the  2nd 
November,  repeated  his  demands  for  satis&ction  upon  certain 
points,  and  that  if  a  satisfactory  answer  was  not  speedily  re- 
turned, he  is  determined  to  leave  this  Court,  and  proceed  on 
his  return  to  London,  and  that  he  should  not  fail  to  ac- 
quaint the  Consuls  when  this  important  business  is  finally 
decided ;  And  not  having  received  any  accounts  firom  Mr.  H. 
since  his  letter  of  November  3rd,  I  have  every  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  no  fiirther  communication  is  permitted  by  the 
Spanish  Government,  and  fix>m  the  recent  conduct  of  the 
Spaniards  .  .  .  \^Imperfect'\ 


TO  [the  commissioners  of  the  navy?] 

[From  a  Copy  in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Conway.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  20th  November,  1804. 

Gentlemen, 
In  fiirther  answer  to  your  Letter  of  the  25th  June  last,  rela- 
tive to  my  opinion  of  the  Guernsey  jackets  of  a  new  manu- 
facture, as  therein-mentioned,  (which  were  issued  to  the 
Seamen  on  the  14th  October,)  and  what  further  supply  of 
them  may  be  necessary  for  the  Squadron  under  my  command, 
I  must  beg  leave  to  observe  that  the  quality  of  the  said 

t2 
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GuerDsey  jackets  is  most  excellent,  but  that  they  are  consider- 
ably too  narrow  and  short  to  be  tucked  into  the  Men's  trowsers. 
It  is,  therefore,  my  opinion,  that  they  ought  to  be  at  least  three 
inches  wider,  and  six  longer.  Indeed,  if  they  were  ten  inches 
or  a  foot,  it  would  be  so  much  better,  as  they  shrink  very  con- 
siderably in  washing ;  and  when  the  Seamen  are  on  the  yards, 
reefing  or  furling  sails,  the  jacket  rubs  out  of  their  trowsers, 
and  exposes  them  to  great  danger  of  taking  cold  in  their  loins; 
so  that,  with  this  alteration,  which  is  particularly  necessary, 
they  certainly  would  be  the  best  and  most  valuable  slops  that 
ever  were  introduced  into  the  Service,  and  be  the  means  of 
saving  many  a  good  Seaman's  life.  With  respect  to  the  quan- 
tity required,  it  would  not  be  too  many  to  send  out  one  for 
every  Seaman  in  the  Fleet  Perhaps  the  Guernsey  jacket, 
in  its  present  state,  might  answer  the  largest  of  the  boys.  I 
am.  Gentlemen,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  WILLIAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ.,  ADMIRALTY. 

[Original,  in  the  Admiralty.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  20th  November,  1804. 

Sir, 

You  will  please  to  acquaint  the  Lords  Commissioners  of 
the  Admiralty,  that  the  Squadron  under  my  command  detained 
the  Spanish  Schooner  Ventura,  off  Barcelona,  yesterday  morn- 
ing; and  as  she  is  a  remarkably  fine  Vessel,  well  found, 
mounting  eight  brass  four-pounders,  and  in  every  respect  cal- 
culated for  the  service  of  this  Country,  it  is  my  intention  to 
send  her  to  Malta  to  be  surveyed ;  and  if  found  in  good  con- 
dition, to  be  valued,  and  taken  into  his  Majesty's  Service,  as 
Vessels  of  this  description  are  particularly  wanted  on  this 
station,  which  I  hope  will  meet  their  Lordships'  approbation. 

You  will  also  please  to  acquaint  their  Lordships  that  the 
Squadron  detained  this  forenoon  a  large  Dutch-built  Ship, 
upwards  of  three  hundred  and  eight  tons,  bound  to  Barcelona, 
laden,  with  knees,  floor,  and  compass  timbers,  for  the  Spanish 
Navy,  which  I  have  sent  to  the  Naval  Yard  at  Malta,  in  order 
that  Commissioner  Otway  may  keep  such  part  of  it  as  may  be 
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wanted  for  bis  Majesty's  Ships  on  this  station,  and  send  the 
rest  to  England  (should  he  be  required  to  do  so)  after  he  has 
seen  and  examined  it     I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  WILUAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ^  ADMIRALTY. 
[Original,  in  the  Admiralty.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  November  23rd,  1804. 

Sir, 
In  my  letter  of  the  15th  instant,  I  informed  you  that  an 
English  Brig  that  was  laying  at  Barcelona,  on  attempting  to 
join  the  Ambuscade,  was  fired  upon  by  the  batteries,  and 
veiy  much  damaged :  this  was  an  information  I  received  pre- 
vious to  that  Ship's  joining  me ;  and  there  being  an  English 
Vessel  at  Barcelona,  which  I  had  directed  Captain  Durban  to 
bring  out  with  him,  firom  the  suspicious  conduct  of  Spain,  I 
gave  full  credit  to  tlie  report  I  have  since,  however,  been 
informed  otherwise,  and  that  the  English  Vessel  alluded  to 
was  sent  firom  Barcelona  to  perform  quarantine  at  Mahon,  but 
on  her  attempting  to  enter  that  place,  she  was  fired  upon  by 
the  batteries,  and  very  much  damaged — perhaps  fix>m  its 
being  considered  she  had  the  plague  aboard,  or  come  fix>m 
some  place  where  it  was  raging.  The  said  Vessel  afterwards 
fell  in  with  the  Ambuscade,  and  joined  the  Squadron  in  com- 
pany with  her.  I  judge  it  proper  to  clear  up  this  mistake, 
lest  hereafter  it  may  become  a  matter  of  public  discussion 

with  Spain.     I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  ALEXANDER  DAVISON,  ESQ. 
[Autograph,  in  the  possession  of  Colonel  Davison.] 

Victory,  November  23rd,  1804. 

My  dear  Davison, 
Why  my  successor  is  not  arrived,  I  cannot  guess.  A 
Spanish  War,  I  should  have  thought  would  have  been  a  spur 
to  him.  I  am  likely  to  have  the  very  coldest  month  (January) 
to  arrive  in ;  and  in  that  case  I  am  fearfiil  that  March  or 
April  would  suit  me  better.    I  never  did,  or  ever  shall,  desert 
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the  service  of  my  Country;  but  what  can  I  do  more  than 
serve  till  I  drop.  If  I  take  some  little  care  of  myself,  I  may 
yet  live  to  perform  some  good  service.  My  cough  is  very 
bad,  and  it  brings  forth  the  effect  of  my  blow  of  the  14th 
February.*  We  are  a  little  alert  at  the  prospect  of  the  French 
Fleet  putting  to  sea :  I  yet  hope  it  will  happen  before  my 
departure.  How  are  you  ?  Keep  up  your  spirits.  Remem- 
ber me  kindly  to  Nepean.  He  is  at  the  Board,  I  suppose, 
long  before  this  time.  I  am  expecting  a  Vessel  from  England 
every  moment  It  is  now  two  months  since  the  John  Bull 
tailed.  God  bless  you,  my  dear  Davison,  and  believe  me 
ever  your  most  faitliful  and  affectionate  friend. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  LADY  HAMILTON. 
[From  *<  Lord  Nelson's  Letters  to  Lady  Hamilton,"  vol.  ii.  p.  SS.J 

Victory,  November  a3rd,  18M. 

As  all  our  communication  with  Spain  is  at  an  end,  I  can 
now  only  expect  to  hear  from  my  own  dear  Emma  by  the 
very  slow  mode  of  Admiralty  Vessels,  and  it  is  now  more  than 
two  months  since  the  John  Bull  sailed.  I  much  fear,  some- 
thing has  been  taken;  for  they  never  would,  I  am  sure,  have 
kept  me  so  long  in  the  dark.  However,  by  management,  and 
a  portion  of  good  luck,  I  got  the  account  from  Madrid,  in  a 
much  shorter  space  of  time  than  I  could  have  hoped  for ;  and 
I  have  set  the  whole  Mediterranean  to  work,  and  think  the 
Fleet  cannot  fail  of  being  successful ;  and  if  I  had  had  the 
spare  Troops  at  Malta  at  my  disposal,  Minorca  would  at  this 

moment  have  had  English  colours  flying Where  is  my 

successor  ?  I  am  not  a  little  surprised  at  his  not  arriving  I 
A  Spanish  War,  I  thought,  would  have  hastened  him.  Minis- 
ters could  not  have  thought  that  I  wanted  to  fly  the  Service ; 
my  whole  life  has  proved  the  contrary :  and  if  they  refuse  me 
now,  I  shall  most  certainly  leave  this  Country  in  March  or 
April;  for  a  few  months'  rest  I  must  have,  very  soon.  If  I 
am  in  my  grave,  what  are  the  mines  of  Peru  to  me  I  But,  to 
say  the  truth,  I  have  no  idea  of  killing  myself.     I  may,  with 

*  The  BatUe  of  St.  Vincent. 
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care,  live  yet  to  do  good  senrice  to  the  State.  My  cough  is 
very  bad ;  and  my  side,  where  I  was  struck  on  the  14th  of 
February^  is  very  much  swelled ;  at  times,  a  lump  as  large  as 
my  fist,  brought  on  occasionally  by  violent  coughing ;  but  I 
hope  and  believe  my  lungs  are  yet  safe.  Sir  William  Bolton 
is  just  arrived  from  Malta.  I  am  preparing  to  send  him  a 
cruise,  where  he  will  have  the  best  chance  I  can  give  him  of 
making  ten  thousand  pounds.  He  is  a  very  attentive,  good, 
young  man. 

I  have  not  heard  fix>m  Naples  this  age.     I  have,  in  fact,  no 
Small  Craft  to  send  for  news.     If  I  am  soon  to  go  home,  I 

shall  be  with  you  before  this  letter. As  our  means  of 

communicating  are  cut  off,  I  have  only  to  beg  you  will  not 
believe  the  idle  rumours  of  Battles,  &c 


TO  COMMISSIONER  OTWAY,  GIBRALTAR. 

[Autogn^h,  In  the  poesesaion  of  Bear-Admirtl  Inglefleld,  C.B.] 

Victory,  Noyembcr  24th,  1804. 

My  dear  Sir, 

Yesterday  the  Childers  brought  me  your  letter  of  the  5th, 
and  I  have  dispatched  her  to  Gibraltar ;  for  I  have  not  heard 
from  that  place  since  October  22nd.  I  had  then  a  letter  fix>m 
one  of  the  great  men  of  the  Rock — Joe  King.*  He  says  all 
the  Clerks  except  one  are  dead ;  that  he  is  fatigued  with 
burying  the  dead;  and  that  they  arc  all  much  obliged  by 
Mr.  PownallV  attention.  I  therefore  am  anxious  to  hear  that 
even  the  Rock  is  in  our  possession. 

I  send  Mr.  Jones,  Boatswain  of  the  Victory.  He  is  an  in- 
valuable man ;  and  should  you  want  a  Builder,  I  can  say  as 
much,  or  more,  for  Mr.  Bunce,  Carpenter  of  the  Victory. 
Nature,  I  am  sure,  has  fitted  him  for  such  a  place.  Keats 
dines  here  to-day,  and  I  will  see  if  he  chooses  to  send  his 
man,  which  I  thought  he  had  arranged  with  you,  when  with 
the  Fleet  You  are  so  attentive  to  all  our  wants,  that  I  am 
sure  you  will  very  soon   procure  canvas  for  us.     Captain 

•  Boatswain  of  the  Dock  Yard  at  Gibraltar.     Vide  vol.  i.  p.  257. 

•  Mr.  Edward  PownaU,  the  Naval  Officer  at  Gibraltar. 
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Hardy  has  a  mizen-topsail  made  of  Neapolitan  canvas.  It 
has  been  five  months  in  wear^  and  as  we  have  the  cus(om 
of  laying-to  with  that  sail,  it  has  had  much  wear,  and  we  find 
it  very  excellent,  and  far  preferable  to  English  canvas ;  for  as 
there  is  no  gum  or  size  to  fill  up  the  pores,  it  does  not  mildew. 
Captain  Hardy  desires  me  to  say  that  our  top-lining  is  of 
Neapolitan  canvas,  which  bears  the  beating  much  better  than 
the  harsh  English  canvas.  I  fear  Mr.  James,  at  Naples  has 
not  been  latterly  so  correct  in  the  materials  for  making  beds; 
but  none  of  these  people  can  be  trusted. 

Will  you  write  about  Mr.  Lawson  to  the  Navy  Board  ?  He 
must  consider  that  he  cannot  be  an  Agent,  if  appointed 
Master-Attendant.  I  never  saw  Mr.  Eaton,  but  my  opinion 
of  him  was  formed  some  years  ago ;  and  from  all  I  hear,  I 
have  no  reason  to  alter  it  He  is,  as  Burke  said  of  a  noble 
Marquis,  *  a  giant  in  promises,  a  pigmy  in  performances.'  I 
have  repeatedly  wrote  to  the  Navy  Board  about  Muster-paper. 
How  can  they  expect  the  regular  Monthly  Books  ?  But  I 
will  renew  the  application,  although,  in  general,  they  attend 
more  to  a  Brother  Commissioner  than  a  Sailor-man. 

I  much  fear,  my  dear  Commissioner,  that  I  did  not  pay 
you  all  that  attention  that  I  wished.  Our  weather  was  bad, 
and  I  had  you  not  on  board  the  Victory,  (although  our  friend 
took  more  real  care  of  you  than  I  could,)  which  was  wrong. 
We  have  a  report  of  three  Spanish  Frigates  being  off  Cape 
de  Gatte.  I  have  sent  Hallowell  to  take  them,  with  Fisgaid 
and  Niger ;  and  if  the  report  is  true,  he  will  do  it  I  con- 
gratulate you  upon  your  very  fortunate  escape  from  Gibraltar; 
and  that  good  fortune  in  every  other  way  may  equally  attend 
you,  is  the  very  sincere  wish  of,  my  dear  Sir,  your  much 
obliged. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

The  Schooner>  with ,  the  Boatswain,  and  working  foreman 
of  the  Blacksmiths,  will  go  to  Malta  in  a  few  days. 
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TO  SIR  ALEXANDER  JOHN  BALL,  BART. 

[Antogrtph,  in  the  possession  of  Sir  William  Keith  Ball,  Bart] 

Victory,  November  2dth,  1804. 

Most  Secret 
My  dear  Ball, 

A  Lieutenant,  late  of  the  Bittern,  who  came  down  in  the 
Childers,  told  me,  that  in  the  Mouth  of  the  Adriatic  they  fell 
in  with  the  Algerine  Fleet,  consisting  of  three  Frigates  and 
nine  Corvettes ;  but  as  Captain  Corbet  has  not  mentioned  it, 
I  should  almost  doubt  it,  but  from  the  circumstantial  account 
Lieutenant  Nicholas'  gave.  Now,  if  this  is  really  so,  I  should 
like  to  know  it,  and  if  they  are  still  at  sea,  for  I  have  the  very 
greatest  inclination,  if  I  could  lay  my  hands  upon  the  whole 
Fleet,  to  way-lay  them,  for  they  have,  in  my  opinion,  insulted 
us  beyond  what  we  ought  to  have  suffered.  I  never  would 
have  given  up  a  single  point,  for  it  only  encourages  them  in 
their  more  insolent  demands.  But  if  yoU  can  tell  me  that  his 
Cruizers  have  this  year  taken  a  single  Maltese  Vessel,  I  will 
try  and  take  or  destroy  his  whole  Fleet,  for  I  can  stretch  over 
to  the  Coast  of  Barbary,  between  Tunis  and  Algiers ;  but  I 
will  not  strike  unless  I  can  hit  him  hard,  for  I  would  sooner 
allow  two  or  three  of  his  small  Cruizers  to  pass  unmolested 
than  to  give  the  scoundrel  an  idea  of  my  intentions.  All  or 
fume^  is  my  motto. 

I  shall  send  the  Schooner  in  a  few  days ;  this  Settee*  is  the 
Majorca  Packet,  and  sails  very  fast  She  would  be,  I  should 
think,  a  more  effectual  Vessel  for  taking  the  small  Privateers 
upon  the  Coast  of  Sicily  than  any  of  the  Schooners,  and  would, 
with  very  little  expense,  make  a  proper  Malta  Government 
Vessel.     I  am  ever,  my  dear  Ball,  most  faithfully  yours. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

Capel  thinks  the  French  Fleet  is  upon  the  point  of  sailing 
from  Toulon.     I  am  ready  for  them. 

*  Vide  p.  199,  ante. 

*  A  Spanish  Settee,  which  was  captured  by  the  Prize  Schooner  Bona  Adventnra* 
a  few  days  before. 
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TO  WILLIAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ.,  ADMIRALTY. 

[Original,  in  the  Admiralty.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  26th  November,  1804. 

Sir, 
Having,  in  my  letter  of  the  20th  instant,  acquainted  you, 
for  the  information  of  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Ad- 
miralty, that  the  Squadron  under  my  command  had  detained 
the  Spanish  Schooner  Ventura,  which  appeared  in  every  re- 
spect well  calculated  for  the  service  of  this  Country,  you  will 
please  to  acquaint  their  Lordships  that  as  Vessels  of  her  de- 
scription are  particularly  wanted  for  the  service  of  Malta,  I 
have  ordered  her  to  be  commissioned,  and  placed  under  the 
immediate  direction  of  Sir  Alexander  Ball ;  and  as  OflBcers 
who  have  been  employed  in  such  Vessels  are  best  calculated 
to  command  them,  I  have,  at  his  own  request,  and  the  parti- 
cular recommendation  of  Captain  Sotheron,  appointed  Lieu- 
tenant Edward  Giles,*  of  the  Excellent,  who  has  been  on  this 
kind  of  service  before ;  and  have  given  Mr.  Andrew  Reddie,' 
of  the  Victory,  an  order  to  act  as  Lieutenant  of  the  Excellent, 
in  his  room.  I  herewith  transmit  you  copies  of  the  said  Act- 
ing Orders,  which  I  request  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  lay  be- 
fore the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  for  their 
information,  and  move  their  Lordships  to  confirm  them.  I 
am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  COMMISSIONER  OTWAY,  GIBRALTAR. 

[Autograph,  in  the  possession  of  Rear-Admiral  Ingiefield,  C.B.] 

Victory,  Deoemher  Ist,  1804. 

My  dear  Sir^ 
The  Schooner  is  far  too  heavily  gunned ;  therefore  I  beg  the 
four  eight-pounders  may  be  taken  firom  her,  and  if  her  barri- 
cado  could  be  nearly  all  taken  away,  she  would  be  much 
better  for  the  service  she  is  destined  for,  of  sailing  and  row- 
ing.    When  you  get  supplies  of  copper,  I  would  have  her 

*  Lieutenant  Edward  Giles  obtained  that  rank  in  March  1709,  became  a  Retired 
Commander  in  December  1830,  and  died  about  1842. 
■  Mr.  Andrew  Reddie  died  a  Lieutenant  between  1809  and  1814. 


MT.  46.]  LETTER&  283 

coppered,  or  she  would  require  a  clean  tallowed  bottom  every 
six  weeks.  Hallowell  has  not  been  very  fortunate.  Tigre, 
Fisgard,  and  Niger  have  taken,  tit  toto,  about  JC2O9OOO.  Ad- 
miral Campbell  has  been  very  unwell,  but  is  better.  I  hope 
Malta  agrees  with  you.  Nothing  from  England  for  seventy- 
two  days  I    I  am,  my  dear  Sir,  ever  your  most  obliged,  humble 

servant. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  WILLIAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ^  ADMIRALTY. 

[Original,  in  the  Admiralty.^ 

Victory,  at  Sea,  let  December,  1804. 

Sir, 
I  herewith  transmit  you  the  copy  of  a  letter  from  Captain 
Corbet,  of  his  Majesty's  Sloop  Bittern,  together  with  the  one 
therein  alluded  to,  addressed  to  Captain  Cracraft,  of  the 
Anson,  giving  an  account  of  the  capture  of  a  small  Privateer, 
mounting  one  gun,  by  the  Boats  of  the  said  Sloop,  on  the 
Coast  of  Ragusa,  which  you  will  please  to  lay  before  the 
Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  for  their  information. 
I  am  concerned  to  observe  that  piracy  is  so  much  sanctioned 
in  these  seas  by  the  Neutral  Powers,  which  nothing  but  the 
strongest  remonstrances  can  prevent     I  am,  Sir,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  CAPTAIN  KEATS,  H.M.  SHIP  SUPERB. 
[Aatograph,  in  the  possession  of  the  ReT.  Richard  Keats.] 

Victory,  December  3rd,  1804. 

My  dear  Sir, 
I  suppose,  by  the  arrival  of  Sir  John  Orde'  in  our  vicinity, 
that  I  may  very  soon  be  your  troublesome  guest ;'  therefore, 
that  I  may  not  hurry  your  Ship  too  much,  I  shall,  with  your 
leave,  send  some  of  my  wine  to  the  Superb  this  morning — 
fourteen  casks,  and  about  eleven  or  twelve  cases;  but,  my 

■  Vice- Admiral  Sir  John  Orde,  who  has  been  frequently  mentioned,  was  appointed 
Commander-in-Chief  of  a  Squadron  off  Cadiz,  which  station  had  previoasly  formed 
part  of  Lord  Nelson's  command,  in  October  I804» 

s  Lonl  Nelson  inftended  to  return  to  England  in  the  Superb. 
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dear  Sir,  there  are  so  many  things  that  I  have  to  intrude  upon 
your  goodness  for,  that  I  hardly  see  how  to  make  you  any 
amends  for  the  trouble  I  shall  give.  We  shall  lay  to ;  there- 
fore, will  you  come  on  board  this  morning,  and  you  will  very 

much  oblige. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  REAR-ADMIRAL  CAMPBELL* 

[From  a  Copy  in  the  Admiralty.] 

Victory,  December  4th,  1804. 

Sir, 
It  was  with  the  sincerest  sorrow  that  I  received  your  letter 
of  yesterday's  date,  stating  the  melancholy  account  of  your 
bad  state  of  health,  and  that  in  your  opinion  it  was  absolutely 
necessary  you  should  go  immediately  to  England  for  its  re- 
establishment,  of  which  opinion  I  find  is  also  the  Physician  of 
the  Fleet  and  other  Medical  Gentlemen.  I  shall  therefore 
order  the  very  first  Frigate*  that  comes  to  the  Fleet,  to  bear 
your  Flag,  and  to  proceed  with  you  to  such  Port  in  England 
as  you  shall  direct  her  Captain ;  and  I  do  most  sincerely  hope 
that  your  health  will  be  soon  re-established,  and  that  you 
will  very  shortly  be  again  at  sea,  where  you  have  so  long 
served  with  both  honour  and  advantage  to  your  King  and 
Country ;  and  I  beg  you  to  be  assured  that  my  most  sincere 
good  wishes  will  ever  attend  you,  and  that  I  am,  with  the  highest 
esteem  and  regard.  Sir,  your  most  faithful  and  aflectionate 
Servant,  Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  rear-admiral  GEORGE  CAMPBELL,  H.M.  SHIP  CAN0PU8. 

[From  a  Copy  in  the  Admiralty.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  4th  December,  1804. 

Having  directed  the  Captain  of  his  Majesty's  Ship  Am- 
buscade to  put  himself  under  your  command,  and  follow  your 
orders  for  his  further  proceedings,  you  are  hereby  required 

'  Rear- Admiral  Campbell  died  an  Admiral  of  the  Red,  and  a  Grand  Cross  of  the 
Bath,  on  the  2drd  of  January,  1821. 

*  The  Ambuscade,  Captain  Durban,  having  rejoined  the  Squadron  at  Noon,  on 
the  4th,  Lord  Nelson  ordered  her  to  take  Rear-Admiral  Campbell  home. 
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and  instructed  to  shift  your  Flag  from  his  Majesty's  Ship 
Canopus  into  his  Majesty's  Ship  Ambuscade,  and  proceed 
direct  to  any  Port  in  England,  which  you  may  find  most  con- 
venient; and  on  your  arrival  you  will  direct  Captain  Durban, 
of  the  said  Ship,  to  wait  at  such  Port  until  he  receives  their 
Lordships'  orders  for  his  further  proceedings. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  WILUAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ^  ADMIRALTY. 

[Origina],  in  the  Admiralty.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  4th  December,  1804. 

Sir, 
You  will  please  to  acquaint  the  Lords  Commissioners  of 
the  Admiralty,  that  there  has  no  particular  occurrence  hap- 
pened in  the  Squadron,  since  my  letter  to  you  of  the  15th 
ultimo,  only  the  detention  of  two  or  three  Spanish  Vessels, 
which  have  been  sent  to  Malta;  one  of  them,  the  Pearl,  firom 
Buenos  Ayres  and  Monte  Video,  had  upwards  of  106,000 
dollars  on  board,  in  gold  and  silver,  and  otherwise  a  valuable 
cargo.  By  a  letter  from  Minorca  to  Barcelona,  detained  by 
the  Squadron,  it  appears  by  some  of  the  intercepted  letters, 
that  they  have  been  some  time  expecting  a  War  with  England, 
and  have  been  putting  the  Forts  of  that  Island,  and  their 
Gun-boats,  &c.  in  a  state  for  active  defence ;  but  I  am  per- 
fectly satisfied  that  no  succour  of  Troops  has  yet  been  landed 

on  that  Island.     I  am.  Sir,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  SIR  ALEXANDER  JOHN  BALL,  BART^  MALTA. 
[Autognph,  in  the  possession  of  Sir  Willam  Keith  Ball,  Bart.] 

Victory,  December  5th,  1804. 

My  dear  Ball, 
No  Sir  John  Orde,  no  orders,  no  letters  from  England ; 
very  extraordinary.  I  almost  begin  to  think  that  he  is  sent 
off  Cadiz  to  reap  the  golden  harvest,  as  Campbell  was  sent  off 
Cadiz  by  Comwallis  (by  orders  from  England)  to  reap  my 
sugar  harvest  It's  very  odd,  two  Admiralties  to  treat  me  so : 
surely  I  have  dreamt  that  I  have  ^  done  the  State  some  ser- 
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vice/    But  never  mind ;  I  am  superior  to  those  who  could 

treat  me  so.     When  am  I  to  be  relieved  ?     Seventy-six  days 

since   my  last  letter  from  the   Admiralty.     Poor  Admiral 

Campbell  sailed  yesterday  for  England,  very  ill  with  debility, 

hectic  fever,  &c.,  but  he  cheered  up  on  going  away.     I  shall 

not  trouble  you  with  all  my  conjectures  about  Sir  John  Orde's 

never  communicating  with  me  for  the  three  weeks  he  has 

been  off  Cadiz.     I  am  ever,  my  dear  Ball,  yours  most  &ith- 

fuUy, 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

A  Man  of  War  is  in  sight.  South. 


TO  WILLIAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ^  ADMIRALTY. 

[Original,  in  the  Admiralty.  "  Wednesday,  13th  Deoember.  p.m.  At  10,  short- 
ened sail,  and  came  to  in  Pula  Roads,  in  the  Gulf  of  CagUari.  Squadron  anchored 
and  moored  per  Signal."] 

Victory,  in  Pula  Bay,  Sardinia,  I4th  December,  1804. 

Sir, 
I  herewith  transmit  you  a  copy  of  an  acting  order  which  I 
have  this  day  given  to  Mr.  George  M agrath,*  Surgeon  of  his 
Majesty's  Ship  Victory,  to  be  Surgeon  of  his  Majesty's  Naval 
Hospital  at  Gibraltar,  in  the  room  of  the  late  Mr.  William 
Burd,  which  you  will  be  so  good  as  lay  before  the  Lords  Com- 
missioners of  the  Admiralty  for  their  information ;  and  I  beg 
that  you  will  acquaint  their  Lordships,  that  the  conduct  and 
very  great  professional  abilities  of  this  deserving  OflScer,  merits 
my  most  full  and  entire  approbation ;  not  only  in  the  dis- 
charge of  his  duty  as  Surgeon  of  the  Victory,  which  reflects 
great  credit  on  his  knowledge,  but  also  in  several  particular 
Surgical  cases  which  he  has  performed  with  infinite  judgment 
and  skill.  I  therefore  presume  to  hope  their  Lordships  will 
confirm  the  appointment,  as  none  can  fill  his  intended  [situa- 
tion] with  more  credit  to  himself  and  benefit  to  the  Public 
service.     I  am.  Sir,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

*  Now  Sir  George  Magrath,  K.H.  Mr.  Magrath  was  succeeded  as  Surgeon  of 
the  Victory,  by  Mr.  WiUiam  (afterwards  Dr.  Sir  WiUiam)  Beatty,  who  w«  pn- 
Yiously  Surgeon  of  the  Spencer. 
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TO  COMMISSIONER  OTWAY,  GIBRALTAR. 

[Autogn^h,  in  the  possession  of  Bear- Admiral  Inglefield,  C.B.] 

Victory,  I4th  December,  1804. 

Sir, 
Having  thought  it  proper  to  appoint  a  Captain  and  Officers 
to  the  Spanish  Frigate  Amphitrite/ 1  have  therefore  to  request 
that  you  will  give  such  directions  as  may  be  necessary  for 
surveying  her  hull,  masts,  and  stores ;  and  you  wiU  also  be 
pleased  to  place  her  on  the  same  establishment  as  the  Endy- 
mion.     I  am,  Sir,  &c 

Nelson  and  Brontb. 


TO  captain  SAMUEL  SUTTON,  H.M.  SHIP  AMPHION. 

[Autograph,  in  the  possession  of  Ci^tain  Ives  Sntton.] 

Victory,  December  I4th,  1804. 

My  dear  Sutton, 
The  Purser  of  the  Niger  will  be  appointed  to  the  Amphion, 
and  will  go  down  the  very  first  opportunity  after  his  survey. 
I  have  had  a  letter  from  Lieutenant  Gates,  saying  that  he 
wishes  to  go  to  England,  and  that  he  is  a  supernumerary  Lieu- 
tenant on  board  the  Amphion,  she  being  only  allowed  three 
in  War.  If  that  is  soj  you  may  discharge  him,  writing  an 
account  to  the  Admiralty  of  your  reasons,  and  directing  his 
attendance  at  the  Admiralty.  For  your  and  Hardy's  sake,*  I 
wish  you  had  been  more  fortunate ;  for  my  own,  if  you  can 
destroy  Privateers  and  Ships  of  War,  I  care  not  for  Prizes.  I 
do  not  think  you  will  have  a  Spanish  War.  I  rejoice  you  like 
the  Amphion ;  so  do  I  the  Victory.  Not  a  Ship  here  can 
beat  her  in  moderate  weather.  We  shall  see  and  feel  the 
French  Fleet  very  soon.     I  am,  dear  Sutton,  always  your 

obliged  and  fidthfiil  friend. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

*  The  Amphitrite  was  detained,  or  rather  captured,  by  the  Doneg^,  off  Cadiz,  on 
the  2{)rd  of  October,  vide  p.  292,  post.  Lord  Nelson  promoted  Sir  William  Bolton 
into  the  Amphitrite. 

'  Captains  Sutton  and  Hardy  had  agreed  to  share  Prize*money,  by  which  ar- 
rangement the  latter  gained  some  thousand  pounds. 
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TO  VICE-ADMIRAL  SIR  JOHN  ORDE,  BART«  COMMANDER-IN- 
CHIEF  OF  A  SQUADRON  OFF  CADIZ. 

[From  a  Copy  in  the  Admiralty.] 

Victory,  in  Pula  Bay,  Sardinia,  I6th  December,  1804. 

Sir, 
Yesterday  I  received  the  honour  of  your  letter,  dated  No- 
vember 17th,  off  Cadiz,  by  his  Majesty's  Ship  Anson,  in 
Tvhich  you  are  pleased  to  inform  me  that  you  arrived  off  that 
Port,  in  the  Chief  Command  of  a  Squadron  of  his  Majesty's 
Ships,  and  shall  probably  continue  on  that  station  some  time. 
I  have,  therefore,  only  to  request  that  you  will  have  the  good- 
ness to  give  me  timely  information  when  you  are  likely  to 
leave  the  station  off  Cadiz,  that  I  may,  as  I  am  directed  by 
the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  place  a  proper 
Squadron  on  that  part  of  the  station,  hitherto  under  my 
orders.     I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  HIS  EXCELLENCY  HUGH  ELLIOT,  ESQ. 

[Autograph,  in  the  Elliot  Papers.  "  Monday,  I7th  December,  a.m.  At  5, 
weighed  and  made  sail  oat  of  Pula  Roads,  as  did  the  Squadron.  Termagant  re- 
joined." "  Tuesday,  18th  December,  p.m.  At  1*30,  anchored  in  the  Gulf  of 
Palma.  Squadron  anchored  here."  "  Wednesday,  10th  December,  p.m.  At  1, 
unmoored :  at  4,  weighed  and  made  sail  out  of  Palma."] 

Victory,  December  I9th,  1804. 

Sir, 
I  send  your  Excellency  a  letter  from  Captain  Corbet,  of 
his  Majesty's  Sloop  Bittern,  together  with  the  account  of  the 
Master,  taken  upon  oath ;  and  your  Excellency  will  not  &il 
to  acquaint  the  Chevalier  Micheroux  of  my  surprise,  as  I  am 
sure  it  will  be  of  yours,  to  find  that  no  complaint  was  preferred 
against  the  OflScer  of  the  Bittern,  from  the  Minister  or  Con- 
sul of  any  Nation,  of  the  Vessels  boarded,  for  no  French  Vessel 
was  boarded  ;•  and  the  Chevalier  will,  I  hope,  be  desired  by 
your  Excellency  to  be  more  circumspect  in  accusing  his  Ma- 
jesty's Officers,  and  be  sure  that  the  French  Minister  speaks 
truth,  before  he  makes  his  complaint  to  your  Excellency.  I 
have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

•  Vide  p.  224,  ante. 
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TO  HIS  EXCELLENCY  HUGH  ELLIOT,  ESQ. 

[Antograph,  in  the  Elliot  Papers.] 

Victory,  December  19th,  1804. 

My  dear  Sir, 
Since  I  wrote  you  last  November,  I  have  not  had  any  Ves- 
sel with  the  Fleet  which  I  could  detach  to  Naples,  and  I  have 
been  the  less  anxious,  as  I  heard  from  Captain  Cracraft,  of  the 
Anson,  that  everything  was  as  usual  when  he  left  it,  Novem- 
ber 7th.     The  Termagant  is  the  first  Vessel  which  has  come 
to  me,  and  I  send  Captain  Pettet  to  inquire  how  you  get  on. 
Since  the  Spanish  hostilities — for  I  hardly  know  whether  I 
am  to  call  it  War — I  have  not  had  the  smallest  communication 
with  the  Continent ;  therefore  I  am  in  most  total  darkness. 
I  received  yesterday  the  enclosed  from  Sir  John  Orde.     I 
have  learnt  not  to  be  surprised  at  anything;  but  the  sending 
an  Officer  to  such  a  point,  to  take,  if  it  is  a  Spanish  War,  the 
whole  harvest,  after  all  my  toils  (God  knows  unprofitable 
enough  I  for  I  am  a  much  poorer  man  than  when  we  started 
in  the  Amphion,*)  seems  a  little  hard ;  but  patienza.     I  sup- 
pose Sir  John,  in  the  end,  will  command  here.     I  am  but 
very,  very  so-so.     My  cough,  if  not  soon  removed,  will  stay 
bv  me  for  ever.     On  the  12th,  the  French  Fleet  were  safe  in 
Toulon ;  but  I  am  firmly  of  opinion  before  this  day  fortnight 
they  will  be  at  sea.     What  would  I  give  to  know  their  des- 
tination I     But  I  must   take   my   chance,   and   I   hope  my 
usual  good  fortune  will  attend  me.     On  the  14th  of  January, 
I  shall  be  at  Madalena ;  therefore  if  you  want  to  send  over  in 
a  Neapolitan  Corvette  any  dispatches,  it  will  be  sure  to  find 
me  there  for  some  days — perhaps,  a  fortnight  or  upwards. 
That  position  secures  Sicily  and  Naples,  and  you  will  assure 
their  Majesties  that  must  be  an  object  ever  most  near  my 
heart     It  is  now  ninety  days  since  I  have  heard  from  Eng- 
land; it   is  rather  long   at  these  critical  times.      Sir  John 
Orde  has  three  Cutters,  and  four  or  five  fine  Brigs  attached 
to  his  Squadron ;  but,  no ;  not  one  for  me.     Such  things  are, 
I  am  ever,  my  dear  Sir,  your  Excellency's  most  faithful  and 

obedient  servant. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

*  Mr.  Elliot  accompanied  Lord  Nelson  from  England  in  the  Victory  and  Amphion. 
VOL.  VL  U 
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TO  HIS  EXCELLENCY  HUGH  ELLIOT,  ESQ. 

[Autograph,  in  the  Elliot  Papers.] 

Victory,  December  19th,  1804. 

Private. 
My  dear  Sir, 

William  is  very  well,  and  Captain  Parker  likes  him  very 
much.  The  Amazon  has  been  so  little  with  us,  that  I  have 
not  seen  him ;  but  I  shall^  very  probably,  before  this  letter 
goes  off.  Anything  like  complaints  against  the  Sicilian  Go- 
vernment vexes  me  very  much;  but  the  encouragement  of 
what  can  be  called  nothing  short  of  piracy  in  the  Governor 
of  Syracuse,  is  indeed  of  very  serious  import  You  shall  have 
the  result  of  the  Court  of  Inquiry  upon  Lieutenant  Spencei* 
as  soon  as  I  get  it ;  but  I  hear  from  a  gentleman  who  was 
passenger  in  her,  that  the  Privateer  came  out  of  the  Neutral 
Port,  and  within  the  limits  of  the  Neutral  Territory,  fired 
upon  the  Convoy.  I  sincerely  hope  it  will  turn  out  so.  If 
so,  the  punishment  was  well  merited ;  and  Chevalier  Miche- 
roux  will  get  a  rebuke  from  you,  for  not  maintaining  the 
Neutrality  in  Sicily.  I  am  ever,  my  dear  Sir,  with  most  sin- 
cere good  wishes,  your  most  faithful  and  obliged. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

Pray  return  me  Mr.  Hunter's  letter  from  Madrid ;  and  in 
case  I  should  be  superseded,  desire  the  letter  to  be  sent  to 
England  after  me. 


TO  THE  queen  OF  THE  TWO  SICILIES. 

[From  Claiiie  and  M*Arthur,  vol.  ii.  p.  392.] 

Gulf  of  Palma,  10th  Decemher,  1804. 

Although  I  have  addressed  a  letter  to  the  King,  to  assure 
him  of  my  unalterable  attachment,  yet  I  cannot  resist  declaim 
ing  the  same  to  your  Majesty,  for  my  obligations  are  equal  to 
both,  and  so  is  my  gratitude.  Never,  perhaps,  was  Europe 
more  critically  situated  than  at  this  moment,  and  never  was 
the  probability  of  universal  Monarchy   more   nearly   being 

'  Vide  p.  214,  ante. 
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realuEedy  than  in  the  person  of  the  Corsican.  I  can  see  but 
little  difference  between  the  name  of  Emperor,  King,  or  Pr6- 
fet,  if  they  perfectly  obey  his  despotic  orders.  Your  Ma- 
jesty's illustrious  Mother  would  not  have  so  submitted.  Prussia 
is  trying  to  be  destroyed  last — Spain  is  little  better  than  a 
Province  of  France — Russia  does  nothing  on  the  grand  scale. 
Would  to  God  these  great  Powers  reflected,  that  the  boldest 
measures  are  the  safest  I  They  allow  small  States  to  fall,  and 
to  serve  the  enormous  power  of  France,  without  appearing  to 
reflect  that  every  Kingdom  which  is  annexed  to  France  makes 
their  existence,  as  independent  States,  more  precarious.  Your 
Majesty  sees  all  this,  and  much  more  than  I  can ;  for  your 
Majesty  is  the  true  daughter  of  the  great  Maria  Theresa. 
Your  good  heart  will  forgive  my  free  manner  of  writing,  it 
may  be  the  last  I  shall  ever  address  to  you ;  for  if  I  do  not 
very  soon  get  quiet  on  shore,  my  thread  of  feeble  life  will 
break :  but  God's  will  be  done.  My  last  breath  will  be  for 
the  felicity  of  your  Majesty,  the  King,  and  Royal  Family.     I 

am,  &c 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  WILLIAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ.,  ADMIRALTY. 

[Original,  in  the  Admiralty.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  2l8t  December,  1804. 

Sir, 
I  herewith  transmit  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  and  paper  therein 
referred  to,  from  Captain  Sir  Richard  John  Strachan,  of  his 
Majesty's  Ship  Donegal,  dated  the  23rd  October  last,  acquaint- 
ing me  with  his  having  on  that  day,  in  company  with  the 
Medusa,  detained  the  Spanish  Frigate  Matilda,  from  Cadiz, 
bound  to  the  Spanish  West  Indies,  with  quicksilver  for  their 
mines,  and  sent  her  to  England,  under  the  charge  of  Captain 
Gore,  until  his  Majesty's  pleasure  shall  be  known  respecting 
her,  which  I  request  you  will  be  pleased  to  lay  before  the 
Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  for  their  information ; 
and  acquaint  their  Lordships  that  under  the  circumstances 
existing  between  the  two  Countries  at  the  time  the  Matilda 
was  detained,  and  from  the  reasons  mentioned  in  the  copy  of 
Sir  Richard  Strachan's  letter,  and  paper  which  accompanies 

u2 
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it,  I  very  much  approve  of  the  said  Vessel  having  been  de- 
tained, and  sent  to  England  under  charge  of  the  Medusa, 
until  his  Majesty's  pleasure  shall  be  signified ;  and  trust  their 
Lordships  will  also  approve  of  Sir  Richard  Strachan's  con- 
duct on  the  occasion.     I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  WILLIAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ.,  ADMIRALTY. 

[Original,  in  the  Admiralty.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  2l8t  December,  1804. 

Sir, 
I  herewith  transmit  you  copy  of  a  letter  firom  Captain  Sir 
Richard  John  Strachan,  of  the  Donegal,  dated  the  26th  No- 
vember, acquainting  me  with  his  having,  on  the  morning  of 
the  1 9th  of  that  month,  after  a  long  chase,  and  an  action  of 
eight  minutes,  captured  the  Spanish  Frigate  Amphitrite, 
(whose  Captain,  it  appears,  refused  to  return  with  him  to 
Cadiz,)  which  you  will  be  pleased  to  lay  before  the  Lords 
Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  for  their  information ;  and 
acquaint  their  Lordships  that  I  very  fully  approve  of  Sir 
Richard  Strachan's  exertions  and  zeal  on  this  occasion,  and 
hope  it  will  also  meet  their  Lordships'  approbation.  The 
Donegal  has  not  yet  joined  the  Squadron,  but  I  am  hourly  in 
expectation  of  seeing  her.     I  am.  Sir,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  CAPTAIN  PARKER.  H.M.  SHIP  AMAZON. 

[From  a  Copy  in  the  Nelson  Papers.] 

Victory,  off  St.  Sebastians,  December  2drd,  1804. 

My  dear  Parker, 
Neither  Seahorse  nor  Active  have  been  here,  therefore  I 
am  very  uneasy  about  Toulon ;  for  I  very  much  fear  that 
Phoebe  and  Hydra  are  both  so  short  of  water,  that  they  may 
have  been  forced  to  leave  the  station ;  therefore  I  am  going 
oflF  Toulon,  to  see  that  all  is  safe,  and  it  is  my  present  inten- 
tion to  return  to  97 ;  but  should  a  heavy  gale  of  N.W,  wind 
come  on,  I  shall  not  allow  myself  to  be  driven  to  the  South- 
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ward  of  the  Straits  of  Bonifaccio  (upon  that  side  the  water) 
but  shall  go  to  Madalena,  at  which  place  I  shall  certainly  be 
before  the  7th  January ;  therefore  if  you  have  no  chance  of 
getting  hold  of  the  Squadron,  from  the  sketch  I  have  given 
you  of  my  intentions,  and  you  have  many  bullocks  for  us,  I 
would  recommend  your  going  to  Madalcna,  and  landing  Mr. 
Ford  and  the  cattle,  that  they  may  be  taken  care  of.  You 
must  be  very  cautious  in  approaching  Madalena,  for  it  is  very 
possible  the  French  may  be  in  possession.  Should  you  have 
much  spare  time  (in  case  you  go  to  Madalena)  between  the 
time  of  your  arrival  and  the  7th  of  January,  I  would  recom- 
mend your  cruizing  oflF  the  Coast  of  Coi'sica,  and  try  to  get 
the  Nourice,  a  Store-Ship,  which  loads  timber  in  the  Gulf  of 
Savoni,  a  Gulf  just  to  the'  Northward  of  the  Lamprinare 
Islands.  If  she  is  there,  you  [may]  either  take  or  destroy  her ; 
and  the  French  have  4000  Troops  ready,  they  say,  for  em- 
barking at  Ajaccio.     I  am  ever,  dear  Parker,  yours  faithfully. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  CAPTAIN  MARK  ROBINSON,  H.  M.  SHIP  8WIFTSURE. 
[Autograph,  in  the  poesession  of  Commander  Robinson.] 

Victory,  December  25th,  1804. 

My  dear  Sir, 
I  would  not  trouble  you  to  come  out  of  the  Swiftsure'  with 
this  swell,  not  being  sure  that  you  are  not  in  Quarantine,  and 
therefore  I  might  be  deprived  of  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  on 
board  the  Victory ;  and  also,  hearing  from  Captain  Cracraft 
that  you  have  lately  had  the  gout.  I  therefore  have  made  the 
signal  for  a  Lieutenant;  and  if  you  are  in  Pratique  I  shall  be 
glad  to  see  you  when  we  get  into  smooth  water,  which  will 
probably  be  to-morrow.  I  am  very  anxious  at  this  moment  to 
get  oflF  Toulon,  for  we  have  reports  that  the  French  Fleet  are 
expected  every  moment  to  put  to  sea  with  Troops  embarked ; 
and  it  would  not  surprise  me  to  find  them  sailed.  I  hope 
you  have  had  a  great  deal  of  success,  and  pleasant  cruizing, 
oflF  Cadiz.     I  am,  my  dear  Sir,  with  great  esteem,  your  most 

faithful  humble  servant. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

'  **  December  25.  Swiftsure  joined  at  8  a.m."—  Victory'i  Log, 


294  LETTERa  [1804. 

TO  WILUAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ^  ADMIRALTY. 

[Original,  in  the  Admiralty.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  26th  December,  1804. 

Sir, 
I  have  received  your  letter,  dated  the  27th  October,  to- 
gether with  the  copy  of  one  from  the  Navy  Board,  on  the 
subject  of  the  frocks  and  trowsers  sent  out  some  time  ago  in 
the  Diligent  Store-ship  for  the  Fleet  under  my  command,  and 
particularly  note  the  Commissioners'  observations  thereon; 
and,  as  no  further  complaint  has  been  made,  I  hope  the  frocks 
and  trowsers  may  turn  out  better  after  washing,  than  there  was 
reason  to  believe  from  their  original  appearance.  I  particularly 
remark,  in  your  letter  of  the  17th  October,  their  Lordships'  dis- 
pleasure at  Captain  Bayntun's  style  of  writing  against  the  Navy 
Board,  and  shall  communicate  the  same  to  that  Officer,  whose 
conduct  certainly,  in  every  other  respect,  is  extremely  correct 

and  proper.     I  am,  sir,  &c, 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  WILLIAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ^  ADMIRALTY. 

[Original,  in  the  Admiralty.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  26th  December,  1804. 

Sir, 
I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  1st  November,  acquaint- 
ing me  that  their  Lordships  had  directed  the  Navy  Board  to 
prepare,  and  send  out  to  Gibraltar,  the  frames  of  four  Gun- 
boats, which  are  forwarded  in  the  Prevoyante  Store-Ship;  and 
that  directions  will  be  sent  out  to  Commissioner  Otway  to 
put  the  said  frames  together,  when  he  shall  receive  instruc- 
tions from  me  for  that  purpose,  and  dispose  of  them  as  I  may 
find  necessary  to  direct.  I  have  also  to  acknowledge  your 
letter  of  the  6th  November,  acquainting  me  that  directions 
were  given  to  the  Victualling-Board,  to  send  out  immediately 
two  Transports,  laden  with  coals  for  the  Fleet ;  but  I  much 
apprehend  (if  come  out)  that  they  are  gone  to  Malta  with  the 
Convoy,  instead  of  coming  direct  to  the  Fleet ;  by  which 
means  a  delay  of  several  months  may  take  place,  and  the 
Squadron  be  considerably  distressed  in  consequence.  I  am. 
Sir,  &c..  Nelson  and  Bronte. 
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TO  WILLIAM  MARSDEN,  £SQ«  ADMIRALTY. 

[Original,  in  the  Adminlty.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  26th  December,  1804. 

Sir, 
I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  15th  October,  signifying 
to  me  their  Lordships'  direction  to  order  a  passage  to  be  pro- 
vided for  his  Excellency  the  Right  Honourable  Charles 
Arbuthnot,  his  Majesty's  Ambassador  at  Constantinople,  from 
Trieste  to  that  place.  In  answer  thereto,  you  will  please  to 
acquaint  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  that  I 
have,  some  time  ago,  communicated  with  his  Excellency  at 
Vienna,  and  suggested  that  he  would  let  me  know  the  parti- 
cular time  he  wished  to  proceed  fi^m  Trieste  to  Constan- 
tinople, that  a  Frigate  might  be  appointed  for  that  service, 
but  I  have  not  yet  heard  from  him.     I  am  Sir,  &c. 

Nelson  Ain>  Bronte. 


TO  WILLIAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ.,  ADMIRALTY. 
[Original,  in  the  Admiralty.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  26th  December,  1804. 

Sir, 
I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  30th  October,  together 
with  a  copy  of  one  fi^m  Lord  Camden*  therein  mentioned, 

■  The  following  letters  were  then  received  by  Lord  Nelson  from  Lord  Camden : 
"  My  Lord,  "  Downing  Street,  29ih  October,  1804. 

"  I  have  received  and  laid  before  the  King  your  Lordship's  dispatch  to  Lord 
Hawkesbory,  nnder  date  20th  June  last,  with  nine  enclosures,  containiug  the  ac- 
count of  Captain  Keats'  mission  to  Algiers,  the  instructions  your  Lordship  has 
fttmished  him  with,  the  result  of  his  able  negotiation,  together  with  statements  of 
the  claims  upon  which  his  Majesty  has  a  right  to  demand  redress  from  the  Dey. 
I  have  also  received  and  laid  before  his  Mi^esty  your  Lordship's  dispatch  to  Lord 
Hawkesbnry,  of  the  30th  of  June,  transmitting  a  copy  of  the  Dey  of  Algiers'  letter 
to  your  Lordship,  of  the  I5th  June,  together  with  your  Lordship's  letter  to  the  Dey, 
and  at  the  same  time  giving  an  account  of  your  Lordship's  instructions  to  Mr. 
M'Donough,  whom  you  had  sent  to  Algiers.  I  have  likewise  seen  Mr.  M'Donongfa, 
who  arrived  here  some  time  ago,  and  brought  a  copy  of  the  Dey  of  Algiers'  letter 
to  your  Lordship,  under  date  6th  July,  in  answer  to  the  points  of  Mr.  M*Donough'a 
mission,  of  which  I  inclose  a  copy,  lest  the  letter  which  Mr.  M'Donough  wrote  to 
your  Lordship  from  Gibraltar,  may  not  have  reached  you. 

«  These  letters  of  your  Lordship  and  the  Dey,  together  with  Captain  Keata'a  in- 
telligent and  able  account  of  his  proceedings,  having  been  taken  into  ftill  conaiderA- 
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communicating  his  Majesty's  commands  that  no  other  form 
of  Passport  be  granted  to  any  Vessel  than  a  regular  Mediter- 
ranean passport,  and  signifying  their  Lordships*  direction  to 
me  to  tdce  measures  for  carrying  into  execution  the  instructions 
therein  contained. 

In  answer  thereto,  you  will  please  to  acqufunt  the  Lords 

tion  of  his  Majesty's  Ministers,  and  their  opinion  haTing  been  laid  before  the  King, 
I  am  commanded  to  signify  to  your  Lordship  his  Mqesty's  pleasure  thereupon. 

**  The  Dey  of  Algiers  ha\ing  more  than  once  expressed  his  concern  to  Ci^iCsiB 
Keats  for  the  offence  he  has  given  his  Miyesty  by  his  conduct  to  Mr.  Falcon,  his 
Consul -General,  and  having  promised  that  in  future,  if  he  should  haTC  occasion  to 
be  dissatisfied  with  any  Consul,  he  would  content  himself  by  writing  and  making 
representations  of  the  Consul's  conduct,  and  never  again  so  far  avail  himself  of  his 
authority  as  to  commit  a  similar  act  of  indignity,  I  am  to  desire  your  Lordship  will 
signify  to  the  Dey  that  his  Majesty  accepts  these  declarations  and  assurances  as 
satisfactory,  and  as  a  pledge  of  the  De/s  intentions  to  preserve  a  good  understand- 
ing and  firiend.ship  with  his  Majesty,  which  his  Majesty  is  ever  disposed,  on  his  part, 
to  return  with  sincerity. 

"  1  am  to  express  his  Miyesty's  approbation  of  your  Lordship's  prudence  in 
acquainting  the  Dey  of  Algiers  that,  in  future  his  Majesty's  Vessels  in  the  Medi- 
terranean shall  be  furnished  with  regular  Mediterranean  Passports,  and  I  am  happy 
to  find  that  this  concession  is  received  by  the  Dey  in  so  satisfactory  a  manner. 
There  seems  reason  to  believe  that  much  of  the  late  misunderstandings  with  the 
Barbary  Powers,  has  arisen  from  the  introduction  of  new  Passports  in  the  Medi- 
terranean, which,  certainly,  are  not  in  conformity  with  the  strict  letter  of  Treaties 
with  those  Powers.  Orders,  therefore,  will  be  issued  to  his  Mwjesty's  OflBcers  in 
the  Mediterraueun,  never  to  famish  any  of  his  Majesty's  Vessels  with  other  Pass- 
ports than  the  regular  Mediterranean  Passes,  which  regulations  will,  I  make  no 
doubt,  prevent  in  future  those  mistakes  and  inconveniences  wliich  have  arisen  by 
the  introduction  of  forms  with  which  those  Powers  were  unacquainted,  and  which 
seem  to  have  been  much  abused,  by  being  granted  to  Vessels  not  belonging  to  any 
of  his  Majesty's  Subjects. 

"  His  Majesty's  Ministers  entirely  coincide  with  your  Lordship's  opinion,  that 
his  Miyesty's  Mediterranean  Passes  can  only  protect  those  Vessels  which  belong  to 
his  Majesty,  or  his  Subjects,  and  that  when  granted  to  Vessels  of  this  description, 
they  fully  protect  the  Vessel,  the  cargo,  and  the  crew.  They  conceive  that  the 
letter  and  spirit  of  the  Treaties  with  Algiers,  and  the  uniform  practice  under  them, 
completely  warrant  this  interpretation.  The  endeavours,  therefore,  of  the  Dey  to 
establish  it  as  a  principle,  that  no  Vessel  is  to  be  considered  as  British,  but  wheu 
one-third  of  the  crew  are  British  Subjects,  must  be  held  as  inadmissible,  and  your 
Lordship  will  persist,  as  a  preliminary  to  all  accommodation,  in  demanding  the  full 
restitution  of  the  Ape,  its  cargo,  and  crew — a  right  to  which  his  Majesty  is  clearly 
entitled  by  Treaty,  and  which  he  can  neither  yield  nor  compromise. 

*'  It  appears  from  the  Dey's  last  letter  to  your  Lordship,  that  he  is  willing  to 
restore  the  Ape  and  its  cargo,  but  that  he  persists  in  retaining  the  crew ;  and  he 
even  endeavours  to  make  the  restitution  of  the  Vessel  and  cargo  conditional,  upon 
satisfaction  being  made  to  him  for  goods  which  he  states  to  have  lost  in  the  El 
Veloce.    But  his  Mijesty  is  so  entirely  assured  of  his  right  with  respect  to  the 
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Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty^  that  strict  obedience  shall 
be  paid  to  their  direction,  and  to  the  instructions  contained  in 
the  copy  of  Lord  Camden's  letter  above  mentioned.  There  has 
been  no  Passport  granted  by  me,  as  I  was  perfectly  aware  of 
the  consequences  and  inutility  of  such  an  instrument  I  am, 
Sir,  &c.  Nelson  and  Bronte. 


Ape,  its  cargo,  and  crew,  that  I  am  to  desire  your  Lordship  will  not  permit  any 
condition  whatever  to  be  annexed  to  their  fiill  restitation. 

"  His  Migesty*s  Ministers  have  felt  mnch  sorprise  that  the  Dej  should  have 
revived  his  claims  upon  the  subject  of  the  El  Veloce,  which  they  conceived  had 
long  been  finally  settled.  The  Dey  most  be  sensible  that  every  exertion  had  been 
made  to  do  him  the  fullest  justice  in  the  case  of  this  Vessel.  No  proof  appeared  in 
his  Majesty's  Court  of  Appeals,  that  the  cargo,  or  any  part  of  it,  belonged  to  the 
Dey,  after  a  full  hearing  of  the  case.  Your  Lordship  will,  therefore,  acquaint  the 
Dey  that  it  is  hoped,  on  the  part  of  his  Majesty,  that  he  will  not  endeavour  to 
revive  claims  already  settled  and  adjudicated,  as  nothing  can  tend  so  strongly  to  in- 
terrupt mutual  good  understanding,  and  revive  irritating  discussions.  It  is  his 
Majesty's  wish  that  a  line  of  conduct  entirely  different  should  be  adopted,  and  that, 
instead  of  bringing  forward  from  time  to  time  subjects  of  complaint  already  termi- 
nated, means  should  be  found  of  throwing  even  those  which  are  supposed  to  exist 
into  oblivion. 

"  With  this  view,  his  Majesty  wUl  consent  no  longer  to  press  for  full  compensa- 
tion in  the  case  of  the  St.  Antonio  di  Padona,  nor  urge  the  redress  of  many  other 
complaints  on  the  parts  of  his  Subjects,  but  will  waive  his  demands  respecting 
them,  upon  the  full  assurance  that  the  Dey  will  receive  this  conduct  of  his  Majesty 
with  due  satisfaction,  and  that  all  existing  differences  shall  be  considered  as  ter- 
minated, and  never  to  be  revived.  His  Majesty's  Ministers  have  advised  the  line 
of  conduct  stated  in  the  last  paragraph,  in  consequence  of  your  Lordship's  repre- 
sentation that  you  conceive  it  will  be  difficult  to  substantiate  the  existing  claims 
against  the  Dey,  except  for  a  fuller  compensation  for  the  Antonio  di  Padona,  and 
your  Lordship  conceives  that  even  this  claim,  which  you  think  cannot  amount  to 
more  than  5000  dollars,  might  be  reserved  for  a  negotiation,  and  not  insisted  on  as 
a  preliminary.  It  should  seem,  therefore,  that  the  wisest  policy  would  be  to  ex- 
tinguish at  once  all  claims  on  all  sides,  and  to  leave  no  ground  whatever  for  future 
altercations. 

"  I  think,  from  your  Lordship's  letters,  it  appears  to  be  understood  by  the  Dey, 
that  the  new  Consul  is  to  be  admitted  without  the  usual  presents,  and  certainly  the 
Dey's  conduct  seems  to  make  a  deviation  from  the  usual  practice  necessary ;  but 
upon  this  head  your  Lordship  will  make  the  arrangement  which  shall  appear  to  you  the 
most  eligible.  It  appears  matter  of  the  most  serious  coucem  that  several  Foreigners, 
who  have  sailed  in  Foreigu  Vessels,  under  the  supposed  protection  of  British  Passports 
granted  at  Malta,  should  be  left  in  captivity,  but  there  seems  no  ground  arising  from 
Treaty,  by  which  their  liberation  can  be  made  the  subject  of  a  regular  demand  on 
the  part  of  Lis  Majesty.  It  is  a  circumstance,  however,  which  shows  the  necessity 
of  restraining  the  grant  of  Passports  to  Vessels  entitled  to  receive  them,  and  of 
taking  measures  for  the  prevention  of  such  abuses  by  his  Majesty's  Officers.  If 
any  relief  can  be  afforded  to  these  unhappy  people,  through  your  Lordship's  media- 
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TO  WILLIAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ.,  ADMIRALTY, 

[Original,  in  the  Admiralty.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  26tb  December,  1804. 

Sir, 
I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  12th  September  last, 
with  the  extract  of  a  letter  from  Count  Froberg  to  Colonel 
Clinton,  therein  mentioned;  relative  to  the  diflSculties  the 
former  gentleman  has  experienced  in  transporting  hb  Recruits 
from  the  different  Ports  in  the  Adriatic,  to  Malta.  In  answer 
thereto,  I  herewith  transmit  you  copy  of  my  general  order 

tion  and  influence  with  the  Dey,  it  will  be  matter  of  much  consolation,  and  I  am  to 
regret  that  it  is  not  possible  to  make  their  case  the  subject  of  a  real  claim.  I  hate 
the  honour  to  be,  &c., — Cahdbn." — Original, 

"  Private.  "  Downing  Street,  29th  October,  1804. 

"  My  Lord, 

"  Your  Lordship  will  receive  herewith  it  letter  of  Public  Instractions  for  your 
Lordship's  future  conduct,  in  arranging  a  settlement  with  the  Dey  of  Algiers,  in 
which  all  your  Lordship's  suggestions  are  Ailly  adopted,  by  which  I  trust  yon  will 
be  persuaded  of  the  entire  confidence  which  is  placed  in  your  Lordship's  eapaeitj 
and  judgment.  The  proposals  on  the  part  of  his  Majesty  are  bo  fair  and  reason- 
able, that  I  cannot  have  any  doubt  of  the  Dey's  accepting  them,  unless  he  has 
secret  motives  for  prolonging  the  present  misunderstanding. 

**  I  should  have  much  wished  to  have  attended  to  your  suggestions  in  favour  of 
Mr.  M'Donough,  but  the  appointment  of  a  successor  to  Mr.  Magra,  at  Tunis,  had  been 
arranged  in  favour  of  Mr.  Oglander,  before  my  accession  to  Office,  and  I  have  reason 
to  believe  he  is  in  every  way  qualified  for  his  situation.  Mr.  Cartwright  I  had  also 
recommended  for  the  succession  to  Mr.  Falcon,  before  I  received  any  intimation  of 
your  Lordship's  wishes.  He  had  been  recommended  to  me  from  various  quarters, 
as  a  gentleman,  not  only  versed  in  business,  but  conversant  in  the  languages  of  the 
Mediterranean.  I  hope  he  will  deliver  to  your  Lordship  this  dispatch ;  and  if  the 
Dey  of  Algiers  shall  acquiesce  in  the  proposals  which  have  been  transmitted  to  ^i", 
by  the  authority  of  his  Majesty's  Ministers,  your  Lordship  will  have  the  goodness 
to  have  him  landed  at  Algiers. 

"  I  shall  attend  to  Mr.  M*Donough*8  claim  for  remuneration,  in  consequence  of 
your  Lordship's  having  judged  it  right  to  employ  him  in  the  Public  service.  Tour 
Lordship  must  feel  assured  that  the  conduct  of  Captain  Keats  in  his  Mission,  and 
the  reports  of  his  proceedings,  have  given  entire  satisfaction  to  his  Majesty,  and  yon 
will  be  pleased  to  signify  the  same  to  Captain  Keats. 

**  I  have,  as  matter  of  official  form,  desired  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the 
Admiralty  to  instruct  the  Officer  Commanding  in  the  Mediterranean,  not  to  grant 
any  other  Pass  than  a  Mediterranean  Pass,  and  only  to  grant  Passes  to  British 
Vessels,  and  I  have  signified  the  same  to  the  Lieutenant-Governor  at  Gibraltar, 
and  his  Migesty's  Civil  Conmiissioncr  at  Malta.  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  See. — 
Camden.'* — {Original^  in  the  possession  of  the  Right  Honourable  John  Wilson 
Croker.) 
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issued  to  the  different  Ships,  dated  the  28th  December,  1803, 
directing  them  to  receive  such  Recruits  as  might  be  put  on 
board  their  respective  Ships  for  the  Army  at  Malta,  and  to 
land  them  at  that  place ;  and  I  must  desire  to  observe  that 
Count  Froberg's  language  is  extremely  indecent ;  and  if  the 
reports  of  the  different  Officers  who  have  been  constantly  in 
the  Adriatic  are  to  be  credited,  (which  I  cannot  doubt,)  the 
Count's  statement  is  altc^ether  groundless ;  but,  perhaps,  it 
may  be  a  convenient  circumstance  for  him  to  advance,  par- 
ticularly as  he  speaks  of  additional  expenses ;  and  for  their 
Lordships'  further  information,  I  beg  leave  to  inclose  you  a 
letter  fh>m  Captain  Cracraft,  of  the  Anson,  who  was  the 
Senior  Officer  in  the  Adriatic  for  a  very  considerable  time,  and 
to  observe  that  by  Captain  Cracraft's  account.  Count  Froberg 
appears  to  be  a  slippery  gentleman.     I  am.  Sir,  &c« 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  WILLIAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ^  ADMIRALTY. 
[Original,  in  the  Admiralty.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  2Gth  December,  1804. 

Sir, 
I  yesterday  evening  received  your  letter  of  the  26th  Octo- 
ber, acquainting  me,  by  direction  of  the  Lords  Commissioners 
of  the  Admiralty,  that  their  Lordships  had  judged  it  expe- 
dient that  a  Squadron  of  Line-of-Battle  Ships  and  Frigates 
should  be  employed  to  watch  the  Enemy's  Ships  and  those  of 
Spain,  lying  in  Cadiz,  and  that  they  have  appointed  Vice- 
Admiral  Sir  John  Orde  to  be  Commander-in-Chief  of  the 
Squadron  to  be  employed  on  this  service ;  and,  at  the  same 
time,  that  I  am  not  to  consider  my  command  as  extending 
without  the  Straits  of  Gibraltar :  in  answer  thereto,  the  most 
implicit  obedience  shall  be  paid  to  confine  the  Ships  under 
my  command  within  the  limits  of  the  station,  as  above-men- 
tioned, except  such  Vessel  as  I  may  have  occasion  to  send  to 
Lisbon  with  dispatches,  being  the  only  means  of  communi- 
cating with  their  Lordships.     I  am,  Sir,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 
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TO  WILUAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ^  ADMIRALTY. 

[Original,  in  the  Admiralty.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  26th  December,  1801. 

Sir, 

You  will  please  to  acquaint  the  Lords  Commissioners  of 
the  Admiralty,  that  his  Majesty's  Ship  Swiftsure  joined  the 
Squadron  yesterday  evening,  off  Cape  St  Sebastians,  in  my 
way  to  reconnoitre  the  Enemy's  force  at  Toulon,  which  from 
every  information  I  have  received,  are  embarking  Troops,  and 
preparing  for  some  immediate  Expedition. 

I  shall,  agreeable  to  their  Lordships'  orders,  take  the  said 
Ship  under  my  command,  and  also  the  Tribune  on  her  join- 
ing the  Squadron  from  Malta,  to  which  place  she  has  pro- 
ceeded with  the  Convoy  from  England.  The  Fleet  is  in  per- 
fect good  health,  and  good  humour,  unequalled  by  anything 
which  has  ever  come  within  my  knowledge,  and  equal  to  the 
most  active  service  which  the  times  may  call  for,  or  the 
Country  expect  of  them.     I  am.  Sir,  &c 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

P.S. — Half-past  three  o'clock,  p.m. — I  have  reconnoitred 
Toulon,  and  find  the  whole  of  the  Enemy's  Fleet  still  in  Port 


TO  RICHARD  CARTWRIGHT,  ESQ^  CONSUL-GENERAL 

AT  ALGIERS. 

[From  a  Copy  in  the  Colonial  Office.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  December  28th,  18Q4. 

Sir, 
Earl  Camden,  one  of  his  Majesty's  Principal  Secretaries  of 
State,  having  wrote  to  send  you  in  a  Ship  of  War  to  the  Bay 
of  Algiers,  and  after  having  had  a  communication  with  his 
Highness  the  Dey,  relative  to  the  restitution  of  an  English 
Vessel  called  the  Ape,  her  cargo  and  crew,  which,  if  restored, 
and  satisfaction  given  for  several  other  matters,  in  that  case, 
you  are  to  be  landed — if  not,  you  are  to  return  to  me ;  I 
have,  therefore,  appointed  Captain  Keats,  of  his  Majesty's 
Ship  the  Superb,  to  proceed  to  Algiers,  and  then  to  enter  into 
such  negotiation  with  the  Dey,  as  may,  I  hope,  terminate  the 
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differences  existing  between  his  Majesty  and  the  Regency  of 
Algiers ;  in  which  case^  Captain  Keats  has  my  directions  to 
signify  the  same  to  you,  and  to  land  you  with  the  attention 
due  to  your  situation.     I  have^  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  HIS  HIGHNESS  THE  DEY  OF  ALGIERS. 

[From  a  Copy  in  the  Colonial  Office,  and  Aotograph  draaght,  in  the  possession 
of  the  Rey.  Henry  Girdlestone.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  off  Toolon,  28th  December,  18(U. 

Sir, 

I  have  transmitted  regularly  to  his  Majesty's  Ministers  all 
the  correspondence  I  have  had  with  your  Highness,  with 
such  remarks  and  observations  as  the  occasion  required ;  and 
out  of  my  own  regard  for  your  Highness,  and  a  sincere  wish 
that  the  harmony  which  has  subsisted  so  many  years  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  Regency  of  Algiers  should  not  be  in- 
terrupted, I  ventured  to  recommend  the  removal  of  Mr. 
Consul  Falcon,  as  you  had  a  personal  dislike  to  him.  These 
representations  have  induced  his  Majesty's  Ministers  to  re- 
commend to  his  Majesty  the  sending  out  another  Consul, 
who  is  now  on  board  his  Majesty's  Ship  Superb,  Captain 
Keats,  my  friend^  who  your  Highness  knows  commands 
her;  and  Captain  Keats  is  instructed  by  me,  in  obedience 
to  the  orders  of  my  Royal  Master,  to  state  to  your  High- 
ness,— 

That  by  our  Treaties  with  the  Regency  of  Algiers,  the 
crew  of  a  Vessel  entirely  British  (of  whatever  Nation  they 
may  be  composed)  are  exempt  from  captivity ;  and  there- 
fore that  the  British  Vessel  Ape,  with  its  cargo  and  crew, 
must  be  restored  to  Captain  Keats,  before  any  Consul  will  be 
allowed  to  be  landed  at  Algiers. 

That  it  is  with  surprise  his  Majesty  sees  that  your  High- 
ness refers  back  to  things  which  have  been  considered  as  long 
settled;  particularly  the  case  of  the  El  Veloce,  which  was 
proved  in  the  Courts  of  Justice  to  be  French  property,  and 
from  which  sentence  there  was  no  appeal  to  the  Superior 
Tribunals.  The  revival  of  this  claim  could  only  tend  to  inter- 
rupt the  harmony,  which  his  Majesty  wishes  to  subsist  be- 
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tween  himself  and  the  Regency  of  Algiers,  and  it  is  the  wish 
of  his  Majesty  rather  to  cement,  by  any  means,  the  harmony 
between  the  two  Countries,  by  an  entire  oblivion  of  the  past, 
than  by  reverting  to  claims  long  ago  considered  as  terminated. 

Your  Highness  having  expressed  to  Captain  Keats  your 
concern  for  the  offence  given  his  Majesty,  by  your  conduct  to 
Mr.  Falcon,  and  that  you  promised  never  to  give  such  an  in- 
sult to  his  Majesty  again,  as  sending  away,  upon  any  pretence, 
his  Agent  and  Consul- General,  his  Majesty  is  pleased  to 
accept  of  such  declarations  and  assurances  as  satisfactory ;  and 
as  a  pledge  of  your  intentions  to  preserve  a  good  understand- 
ing, and  friendship  with  him,  which  his  Majesty  is  ever  dis- 
posed to  return  with  sincerity. 

Your  Highness  will  perceive  in  the  proceedings  I  have  had 
with  his  Majesty's  Ministers,  how  very  much  I  have  interested 
myself,  that  the  friendship  of  his  Majesty  and  the  Regency  of 
Algiers  should  be  as  short  a  time  interrupted  as  possible.  I 
am,  your  Highness's  obedient  Servant, 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  CAPTAIN  KEATS,  H.M.  SHIP  SUPERR 
[Autograph  draught,  in  the  poeeession  of  Earl  Nelson.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  off  Toulon,  28th  December,  1804. 

Sir, 

His  Majesty  having  sent  out  a  Consul-General  for  Algiers, 
with  directions  for  my  demanding  certain  conditions,  and  with- 
out they  are  complied  with,  he  is  not  to  be  landed ;  and  as  I 
have  the  very  highest  confidence,  from  experience,  in  your  zeal 
and  ability  for  the  performance  of  this  mission  with  die  Alge- 
rines,  I  think  it  right  to  entrust  it  to  your  management  I  shall, 
therefore,  do  very  little  more  than  merely  deliver  to  you  the 
orders  I  have  received  firom  Earl  Camden,  one  of  his  Majesty's 
principal  Secretaries  of  State. 

The  extreme  ignorance  of  the  Dey,  and  his  not  remaining 
long  enough  quiet  to  hear  reason,  will  make  it,  probably,  the 
likeliest  mode  of  coming  to  an  amicable  accommodation  to 
see  and  converse  with  the  Ministers  of  his  Highness  before 
you  demand  an  audience ;  and  explain  to  them  most  clearly 
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and  distinctly,  that  as  a  preliminary,  before  you  can  enter 
upon  any  other  subject,  the  restitution  of  the  English  Vessel, 
the  Ape,  her  cargo  and  crew  must  be  complied  with.  You 
will  also  impress  upon  their  minds  the  folly  of  bringing  for- 
ward as  claims,  things  which  have  been  long  ago  considered 
as  settled,  particularly  the  case  of  the  £1  Veloce,  which  was 
proved  to  be  entirely  French  property;  and  that  therefore 
whoever  told  the  Dey  that  any  Neutral  property  was  in  the 
Veloce,  could  only  have  done  it  either  to  keep  back  property 
which  might  belong  to  the  Dey,  or  his  Subjects,  or  to  try  and 
create  a  misunderstanding  between  his  Majesty  and  the 
Regency. 

You  will  also  call  their  attention  to  the  friendly  conduct  of 
his  Majesty  in  sending  another  Consul  to  Algiers,  in  the 
room  of  Mr.  Falcon,  after  the  very  improper  treatment  his 
Agent  and  Consul-General  had  received ;  but  that  his 
Majesty  relies  upon  the  Dey's  word,  that  such  an  insult  shall 
not  be  given  again.  You  will  endeavour  to  impress  upon 
their  minds,  the  long  and  uninterrupted  harmony  which  has 
subsisted  between  Great  Britain  and  Algiers,  and  which  his 
Majesty  has  always  been  so  desirous  to  preserve,  by  every 
act  of  friendship  on  his  part ;  and  that  it  is  the  earnest  wish 
of  his  Majesty  ever  to  remain  on  the  most  friendly  terms  with 
the  Regency.  You  will  also  give  them  an  instance  of  it,  which 
they  must  know,  that  an  Armament  at  Toulon,  and  a  large 
Army,  after  the  Peace  with  Great  Britain,  was  intended  to 
land  and  plunder  Algiers,  which  they  would  doubtless  have 
effected,  had  not  a  British  Fleet  been  placed  in  Oristan  Bay, 
Sardinia,  to  watch  their  motions,  and  to  prevent  such  a  dia^ 
bolical  scheme  ftx>m  being  carried  into  execution ;  and  had  his 
Majesty  not  been  the  most  friendly  disposed  towards  the 
Algerines,  with  what  ease  could  I  have  taken  the  whole  of 
the  Cruizers  belonging  to  the  Regency !  but  the  sincere  wish 
of  hb  Majesty  is  peace  and  friendship  with  Algiers,  if  it  can 
be  kept  with  honour. 

Should  the  Dey  comply  with  the  just  demands  of  his  Ma- 
jesty, you  may  then,  as  a  proof  of  his  Majesty's  earnest  desire 
to  be  on  the  most  friendly  footing  with  the  Regency,  and  to 
bury  in  oblivion  all  that  is  past,  give  up  the  idea  of  any  further 
claims,  which  he  might  justly  demand,  particularly  indemni- 
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fication  for  the  St  Antonio  de  Padua,  &c.  &c ;  but  his  Majesty 
has  a  right  to  expect^  as  a  return  for  such  a  proof  of  his  fiiend- 
ship,  that  the  Dey  will  give  up  the  poor  innocent  sufferers 
who  were  taken  in  them.  Although  I  have  touched  upon  the 
several  points  to  which  I  would  wish  you  to  draw  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Ministers  of  the  Regency,  yet  the  mode  and 
manner  I  leave  entirely  to  your  superior  judgment  and  ex- 
perience ;  and  you  will  deliver  my  letter  to  the  Minister  to 
be  delivered  to  the  Dey,  that  he  may  have  full  time  to  reflect 
upon  the  conduct  he  means  to  pursue,  before  you  have  an 
audience  of  him.  Should  you  not  be  able  to  obtain  the 
restitution  of  the  Ape,  her  crew,  and  cargo,  you  are  not, 
upon  any  consideration,  to  land  the  Consul,  but  bring  him 
back  to  me.  Wishing  you  success,  I  am.  Sir,  with  the  highest 
respect,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

P.S.  You  will  herewith  receive  a  copy  of  Earl  Camden's 
letter  to  me,^  and  also  of  my  letter  to  the  Dey  of  Algiers. 


TO  EARL  CAMDEN,  K.G. 
[Autograph,  in  the  Colonial  Office.] 

Victory,  Decemher  29th,  1804. 

My  Lord, 
On  the  25th,  I  was  honoured  with  your  Lordship's  letter 
of  October  29th,  by  Mr.  Cartwright,  bis  Majesty's  Consul- 
General  to  Algiers;  and,  in  obedience  to  your  Lordship's 
instructions,  I  have  sent  Mr.  Cartwright  to  Algiers,  and  have 
instructed  Captain  Keats  how  to  proceed  upon  the  occasion. 
A  copy  of  my  letter  to  the  Dey,  and  my  instructions  to  Captain 
Keats  shall  be  transmitted ;  and  I  trust  your  Lordship  will 
think,  with  me,  that,  if  such  condescension  on  the  part  of  his 
Majesty  will  not  have  the  desired  effect,  that  the  Dey  must 
be  influenced  by  motives  from  our  Enemies.  I  trust  your 
Lordship  will  think  that  my  letter  to  the  Dey  is  as  conciliating 
as  possible,  consistent  with  a  due  regard  to  the  honour  of  his 
Majesty.     I  have,  &c., 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

1  Vide  p.  295,  ante. 
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TO   VIC£-AD3aRAL  SIB  JOHX  OBDE.   BUST,  COIDLLVDEB-IN* 
CHIEF  OF  A  SQCADBOX  OF  HI>  MA/E?TY^  SEO-S  OFT  CAl>a. 


•  J 


'FroB  a  C<Y5  is  i^ 
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Sir, 
By  the  Swiftsure,  which  joined  on  the  2oih  inssanc.  I 
received  an  order  from  the  Loids  of  the  Adminltr,  to  cwsider 
my  station  as  only  exteixGng  to  the  Sciaits'  Month.  It  is 
therefore,  unnecessary  for  me  to  point  oat  to  you,  that  the 
Convoys,  either  to  or  from  England,  are  not  safe«  unless 
taken  in  charge  from  twenty  leagues  to  the  Westward  of  Cape 
Spartel,  and  seen  safe  to  an  anchorin  Gibraltar  Bay;  or  fixxn 
Cape  Spartel  as  fitf  to  the  Westward.  I  have  the  honour  to 
be,  &C., 

Neijsox  axd  BaoxTE. 

P.S. — I  reconnoitred  Toulon  on   the  26th   instant,  and 
found  the  Enemy's  Fleet  still  in  Port. 


TO  THE  RIGHT  HONOURABLE  LORD  WALPOLE. 

[Aotogrmph.] 

Victorr,  off  Toulon,  December  USHh,  IKU. 

My  dear  lx)rd. 
On  this  day  I  received  your  favour  of  May  last,  or,  you 
may  believe,  it  should  not  have  been  so  long  unanswered ; 
for  I  do  assure  you,  that  I  have  the  very  highest  regard, 
esteem,  and,  if  I  might  be  allowed  the  expression,  affection 
for  you,  and  every  part  of  your  family.  Young  Neville*  is  a 
very  excellent  young  man,  and  his  good  conduct  has  not 
escaped  my  observation ;  and  you  may  rely,  my  dear  Lord,  not 
only  upon  this,  but  upon  any  occasion  which  may  offer,  that 
I  shall  be  truly  happy  to  meet  your  wishes ;  for  I  never  shall 
forget  the  many  favours,  kindnesses,  and  civilities  you  have 

'  The  Honourable  Ralph  NeTille,  secoud  son  of  Henry,  second  Earl  of  Aberga- 
venny, K.T.,  then  a  Midshipman  of  the  Victory:  he  died  a  Post  Captain  in  May 
182G.  Lord  Abergavenny's  brother,  the  Houourable  George  Henry  Neville,  had 
married  a  niece  of  Lord  Walpole. 
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shown  me,  and  many  parts  of  our  fiEimily ;  and  beUeve  me 
ever,  my  dear  Lord,  your  most  faithiful  and  obliged. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

I  beg  my  respectful  compliments  to  Lady  Walpole,  Miss 
Walpole,'  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hussey,^  if  they  are  with  you. 


TO  CAPTAIN  KEATS,  H.  M.  SHIP  SUPERB. 
[Aotograph,  in  the  possession  of  the  Reverend  Richard  Keats.] 

Victory,  December  29th,  1804. 

My  dear  Sir, 
I  am  very  troublesome,  for  I  must  now  send  to  the  Superb 
for  a  few  cases,  which  are  wanted  to  keep  me  from  starving. 
If  the  weather  continues  moderate,  I  shall  lay  to  for  an  hour 
to  get  our  letters,  at  present  on  board  the  Swiftsure ;  and  I 
should  be  glad  to  see  you  for  five  minutes  on  board  the 
Victory.     I  am  ever,  my  dear  Sir,  your  much  obliged. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

Admiral  Campbell  passed  the  Straits  the  14th. 


TO  ALEXANDER  DAVISON,  ESQ. 
[Aatography  in  the  possession  of  Colonel  Davison.] 

Victory,  December  29th,  1804. 

My  dear  Davison, 
I  feel  infinitely  obliged  by  your  truly  kind  and  affectionate 
letter  of  October  5  th.  I  believe  you  could  have  hardly 
thought  it  possible  that  any  man  could  have  been  sent  to  take 
the  chance  of  a  few  pounds  Prize-money  from  me,  in  return 
for  all  my  hard  service.  At  this  moment,  I  am  as  poor  as 
when  I  left  you  at  Portsmouth  ;  but  my  spirit  is  above  riches, 
and  nothing  can  shake  my  firm  resolution  to  do  my  du^  to 

'  The  Honourable  K&therine  Walpole,  eldest  daughter  of  Horatio,  second  Lord 
Walpole,  of  Wolterton,  afterwards  Earl  of  Orford,  by  Rachel,  daughter  of  l^^Uiam, 
Dnke  of  Devonshire,  died  unmarried,  in  July  1831. 

*  The  Honourable  Mary  Walpole  married,  in  1777,  Thomas  Hussey,  of  Oaltrim, 
eo.  Meath,  Esq.,  and  died  in  March  1840. 
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my  Coiintiy.  I  respect  Lord  MelTille,  and  Aall  probablj 
give  him  my  sapport,  when  the  great  Sir  John  Orde  will  not 
thank  him  for  his  great  favour.  Lord  Melville  is  a  liberal- 
minded  man,  and  he  may  oblige  me  some  other  way,  in  giving 
mc  something  for  some  of  my  relations.  God  knows,  in  my 
own  person,  I  spend  as  little  money  as  any  man ;  but  you 
know  I  love  to  give  away. 

The  pamphlets  and  newspapers  you  mention,  are  not  yet 
arrived.  I  fear  your  correspondent  at  Portsmouth  is  not  very 
correct,  or  does  not  understand  sending  them  on  board  Ship. 
A  batch  of  six  months'  news  came  at  one  time :  but,  my  dear 
Davison,  I  never  believed  your  inattention  to  my  wishes. 
I  am  very  glad  to  find  that  all  goes  on  well  at  Merton, 
for  which  I  most  sincerely  thank  you.  I  count  when  the 
days  of  your  honourable  imprisonment  are  over;  and  it  is 
some  comfort  that  I  shall  be  in  England  to  shake  you  by  the 
hand  in  St  Jameses-square.  The  moment  an  Admiral  arrives 
in  the  room  of  Admiral  Campbell,  I  shall  sail ;  for  although 
this  winter  is  hitherto  so  much  milder  than  the  last,  yet  I 
feel  it  pretty  severely.  Remember  me  kindly  to  Sir  Evan 
when  you  see  him ;  and  believe  me  ever,  and  for  ever,  mj 
dear  Davison,  your  much  obliged  and  faithful  friend, 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  WILLIAM  MARSDEN,  ESQi,  ADMIRALTY. 
[Aotogn^h,  in  the  Adminlty.] 

Victorj,  December  30th,  1801. 

Sir, 
I  have  been  honoured  with  your  letter  of  October  6th,  on 
Christmas  day,  acquainting  me  that  their  Lordships  had  been 
pleased  to  comply  with  my  request  for  permission  to  return  to 
England  for  the  re-establishment  of  my  health ;  and  that  I  am 
to  leave  Rear- Admiral  Sir  Richard  Bickerton  in  the  command 
of  the  Squadron.  I  am  much  obliged  by  their  Lordships' 
kind  compliance  with  my  request,  which  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary from  the  present  state  of  my  health,  and  I  shall  avail 
myself  of  their  Lordships'  permission,  the  moment  another 
Admiral,  in  the  room  of  Admiral  Campbell,  joins  the  Fleet, 

x2 
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unless  the  Enemy's  Fleet  should  be  at  sea,  when  I  should  not 

think  of  quitting  my  Command  until  after  the  Battle.  I  have 

the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  CAPTAIN  W1LLL\M  PARKER,  H.M.  SHIP  AMAZON. 

[From  a  Copy  in  the  Admiraltj,  and  Autograph  dranght  in  the  possession  of 
Earl  Nelson.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  30th  December,  1804. 

You  are  hereby  required  and  directed  to  proceed  with  His 
Majesty's  Ship  Amazon  uriller  your  command,  to  Lisbon,  with 
the  utmost  expedition,  taking  care  before  your  entering  the 
Tagus  that  we  are  upon  friendly  terms  with  Portugal;  and 
should  there  be  no  impediment  in  your  communicating  with 
that  place,  I  desire  you  will  deliver  my  dispatches  to  any  Ship 
of  War  which  may  be  there,  bound  to  England,  otherwise  to 
the  Agent  of  the  Packets,  taking  his  receipt  for  the  same. 

In  proceeding  and  returning  from  Lisbon,  you  are  not  to 
approach  within  fifty  leagues  of  Cape  St.  Vincent,  and  on  no 
account  go  near  Cadiz,  or  in  any  manner  interfere  with  the 
Squadron  under  Sir  John  Orde.  You  are,  on  no  consideration 
whatever,  to  deliver  my  dispatches  to  any  person,  otherwise 
than  above  mentioned ;  and  should  you  be  prevented  from 
proceeding  with  them  to  Lisbon,  you  are  to  bring  them  back 
to  me.  Having  delivered  my  dispatches  as  before  directed, 
you  will  return  to  Rendezvous  No.  97,  where  you  will  find  me, 
or  orders  for  your  further  proceedings. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


PRIVATE  instructions  FROM  LORD  NELSON  TO  CAPTAIN 

PARKER. 

[Autograph  draught.     These  Instnictious  were  delivered  to  Captain  Parker  with 
the  above  Order  of  the  30th  December,  1804.] 

Do  not  interfere  with  anything  at  Gibraltar ;  neither  with 
Sophie  or  Halcyon,  going  to  Lisbon  or  elsewhere ;  pass  Cape 
Spartel  in  the  night,  and  get  to  the  Southward  and  Westward. 
Bring  to  for  nothing,  if  you  can  help  it ;  hoist  the  signal  of 
Quarantine,  and  that  you  are  ^  Charged  with  dispatches.'    If 


iBT.  46.]  LETTERS.  309 

you  are  forced  to  speak  by  a  Superior  OflScer,  show  him  only 
my  order  for  his  not  interfering  with  you ;  and,  unless  he  is  an 
Admiral  superior  to  me,  you  will  obey  my  orders  instead  of 
any  pretended  order  from  him,  from  my  Superior  OflScer. 


TO  VISCOUNT  MELVILLE. 

[From  Clarke  and  M'Arthur,  vol.  ii.  p.  Sl07.] 

[No  date,  probably  towards  the  end  of  1804.] 

It  is  only  with  great  deference  to  the  superior  judgment  of 
your  Lordship,  that  I  venture  once  more  to  touch  upon  the 
subject  of  the  great  want  of  Frigates  and  Sloops  on  the  Me- 
diterranean station;  for  I  am  fully  aware  of  the  want  you 
have  of  them  at  home,  and  for  other  Commands :  the  more 
stations  are  multiplied,  the  greater  must  be  the  demand  for 
small  Ships.     1  have,  in  a  former  letter,  stated  my  opinion 
freely  upon  the  stations  of  Gibraltar  and  of  Cadiz  being  given 
to  the  same  OflBcer ;  for  without  that  is  done,  our  Convoys 
can  never  be  considered  safe.     It  may  be  thought  by  some, 
but  I  am  confident  your  Lordship's  liberal  mind  will  not 
think  so,  that  a  desire  of  more  extensive  Command  for  the 
hope  of  Prize-money  actuates  me.     Such  people  know  me 
not ;  let  me  be  placed  alongside  of  the  French  Admiral.    Had 
the  station  been  continued  to  me,  I  should  have  appointed 
that  excellent  Officer,  Sir  Richard  Strachan,  to  the  command 
at  Gibraltar  and  oflf  Cadiz ;  with,  if  to  be  had,  one  other  Ship 
of  the  Line,  four  Frigates,  and  as  many  Sloops,  and  to  have 
covered  our  Convoys  both  from  Carthagena  and  Cadiz :  and 
something  of  that  kind  your  Lordship  will  find  it  still  neces- 
sary to  adopt,  to  insure  our  Convoys.     There  is  also  another, 
although  perhaps  a  minor  consideration,  why  the  Officer  at 
Gibraltar  should  be  under  the  orders  of  the  Admiral  com- 
manding the  Mediterranean  Fleet — which  is,  that  any  Ad- 
miral independent  of  that  station,  takes  all  the  stores  which 
he  chooses,  or  fancies  he  wants,  for  the  service  of  his  Fleet ; 
thereby  placing  the  Fleet  in  the  Gulf  of  Lyons  in  great  dis- 
tress for  many  articles.     I  again  beg  your  Lordship's  indul- 
gence for  the  freedom  of  my  remarks.     I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte« 
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TO  LORD  MOIRA. 
[From  Clarke  and  M^Arthnr,  voL  U.  p.  888.] 

[No  dat« ;  probably  towards  the  end  of  1804,  or  earlj  in  1805.] 

A  blbw  struck  in  Europe  would  do  more  towards  making 
us  respected,  and  of  course  facilitate  a  Peace,  than  the  pos- 
session of  Mexico  or  Peru ;  in  both  of  which,  I  am  sure,  we 
are  perfectly  ignorant  of  the  disposition  of  the  inhabitants ; 
and,  above  all,  I  hope  we  shall  have  no  buccaneering  expedi- 
tions. Such  services  fritter  away  our  Troops  and  Ships,  when 
they  are  so  much  wanted  for  more  important  occasions,  and 
are  of  no  use  beyond  enriching  a  few  individuals.  I  know 
not,  my  dear  Lord,  if  these  sentiments  coincide  with  yours; 
but  as  glory,  and  not  money,  has  through  life  been  your  pur- 
suit, I  should  rather  think  you  will  agree  with  me,  that  in 
Europe,  and  not  abroad,  is  the  place  for  us  to  strike  a  blow, 
which  would  make  the  Corsican  look  aghast  even  upon  his 
usurped  throne.  You  may  rely  upon  every  attention  in  my 
power  to  Captain  Austen.^  I  hope  to  see  him  alongside  a 
French  80-gun  Ship,  and  he  cannot  be  better  placed  than  in 
the  Canopus,  which  was  once  a  French  Admiral's  Ship,  and 
struck  to  me.  Captain  Austen  I  knew  a  little  of  before ;  he  is 
an  excellent  young  man.  I  hope  soon,  my  dear  Lord,  to 
congratulate  you  upon  the  birth  of  a  son  who  will  emulate  his 
father's  manliness.     In  these  days  I  see  many  people,  but  very 

few  men.     I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  SIR  ALEXANDER  JOHN  BALL,  BART.,  MALTA. 

[Autograph,  in  the  possession  of  Sir  William  Keith  Ball,  Bart.  The  commence- 
ment of  this  letter  has  heen  lost.] 

Ist  Jannarj,  1805. 

By  orders  from  home,  brought  out  by  a  Mr.  Cartwright,  a 
new  Consul  for  Algiers,  I  am  restrained  to  demanding  the 
crewy  cargo,  and  Vessel  called  the  Ape ;  this  complied  with,  all 
the  rest  is  to  be  sunk  in  oblivion.  Lord  Camden  laments  the 
unhappy  situation  of  these  poor  men,  taken  under  the  former 

*  Now  Vice-Admiral  Sir  Francis  William  Austen,  K.C.B. 
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Passports,  but  it  cannot  be  made  a  subject  of  a  National  de- 
mand. Had  I  known  of  their  sailing,  I  would  most  assuredly 
have  followed  your  advice,  so  perfectly  coinciding  with  my 
feelings.  I  have  sent  Keats,  who  will  do  everything  which  is 
possible,  not  absolutely  to  degrade  us.  We  never  should  have 
given  up  the  cause  of  Mr.  Falcon.  Mr.  Cartwright  you  will 
see,  for  I  do  not  expect  that  the  Dey  will  now  give  up  an 
atom.  You  will  think  with  me  that  the  two  Consuls  of  Tri* 
poli  and  Algiers  might  run  in  a  curricle,  and  perhaps  the  new 
Consul  to  Tunis  might  be  a  spare  animal :  the  French  and 
Spanish  Consuls  are  very  able,  both  at  Tunis  and  Algiers. 

I  &ncy,  my  dear  Ball,  that  Captain  Shepherd,  or  any  other 
Captain,  would  be  precisely  as  tired  as  poor  Schomberg,*  of 
being  cooped  up  at  Malta.  I  have  to  thank  you  for  the  ez-> 
tracts  of  Colonel  Lean's  letters  from  Algiers.  The  Bey  [?]  of 
Constantinople  is  certainly  beheaded ;  and  I  hope  the  Dey  of 
Algiers  is  the  same  before  this  time.  As  I  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  writing  from  Madalena,  I  shall  shorten  my  letter,  as 
I  have  many  to  write,  and  am  anxious  not  to  keep  Hirondelle. 
Gibraltar  was  to  have  pratique  this  day.  I  shall  hardly  hear 
from  you  again;  but  may  every  success  attend  you,  and  every 
comfort  which  you  so  eminently  deserve,  is  the  sincere  wish 
of,  my  dear  Ball,  your  most  sincere  and  affectionate  friend, 

Nblson  and  Bronte. 

Pray  forward  my  letters  to  the  East. 


TO  HIS  HIGHNESS  THE  GRAND  VIZIR. 
[Antogn^h,  formerly  in  the  possession  of  the  late  William  (Jpcott,  Esq.] 

Victory,  off  Toulon,  Jannary  2nd,  1805. 

Sir, 
Yesterday  I  was  honoured  by  the  receipt  of  your  Highnesses 
precious  letter  of  October  30th,  for  the  truly  friendly  expres- 
sions in  which  I  feel  much  obliged;  and  for  your  Highness's 
good  wishes  for  the  recovery  of  my  health,  which  has  suffered 
very  much  from  being  one  year  and  eight  months  constantly 
at  sea,  and  preventing  the  designs  of  the  French,  who  will 

'  Captain  Schomberg,  of  the  Madras. 
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certainly  proceed  to  that  place  where  they  expect  to  find  most 
fnends  at^  the  least  resistance,  and  most  plunder.  In  doii^  my 
utmost  in  preventing  the  Dominions  of  hb  Imperial  Majesty 
firom  being  invaded,  I  only  fulfil  the  orders  of  the  Great  King, 
my  Master,  who  has  ever  been,  and  I  trust  will  ever  continue, 
the  most  faithful  Ally  of  the  Sublime  Porte.  My  inclination, 
your  Highness  will  have  the  goodness  to  assure  his  Imperial 
Majesty,  is  ever  alive  to  this  important  part  of  my  duty.  Mr. 
Stratton'  will  explain  my  sentiments  respecting  an  additional 
force  in  the  Adriatic,  and  my  reasons  will,  I  hope,  satisfy  your 
Highness.  I  have  remained  till  this  time,  and  shall  stay  some 
time  longer ;  in  hopes  that  I  may  be  able  to  get  hold  of  the 
French  Fleet,  and  should  I  go  home  to  get  rest,  I  shall,  if  I 
recover,  be  ready  to  take  this  Command  again.  May  health 
and  every  blessing  attend  your  Highness,  is  the  most  sincere 
prayer  of  your  Highness's  most  affectionate  friend, 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  COMMISSIONER  OTWAY,  MALTA. 

[Autograph,  in  the  possession  of  Rear- Admiral  Inglefield,  C.B.] 

Victory,  January  2nd,  1805. 

My  dear  Sir, 

I  have  to  thank  you  for  your  obliging  letters  from  Malta, 
and  when  the  precise  time  is  fixed  for  your  leaving  Malta,  I 
will  endeavour  to  give  you  either  a  Frigate,  or  a  good  Brig, 
to  convey  you  safe  to  the  Rock,  where  you  will  find  plenty  of 
work  from  the  Squadron  outside  the  Straits,  Swiftsure  has 
had  a  new  fore-yard.  Defence  is  to  have  a  new  mainmast,  and 
St  [andard  ?]  topmasts,  I  hear,  are  sprung.  It  would  not  have 
done  for  my  command,  where  till  lately  we  had  not  a  store. 

I  have  wrote  you  a  letter  about  the  Ship  timber.  The 
Captors  have  nothing  to  do  with  sending  it  to  England.  You 
and  the  Dockyard  Officers  will  judge  whether  it  is  fit  for  the 
Service,  and  wanted.  If  it  is,  to  take  it  in  charge,  and  send  it 
home  in  Government  Vessels ;  and  if  not  wanted,  the  Agents 
will  sell  it  The  valuation  may  either  (if  the  King  takes  it) 
be  made  at  Malta,  or  in  England.     Minorca,  I  should  hope 

*  Minister  at  Constantinople. 
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would  be  immediately  taken ;  for  I  shall  never  send  another 
Ship  to  Malta.  They  are  so  far  off,  and  act  often  so  very  dif- 
ferent to  my  wishes  that  I  will  trust  no  more  of  my  Frigates 
there,  and  a  Line-of-Battle  Ship  is  out  of  the  question ;  for 
which  reason  I  have  wrote  you  for  the  Caulkers,  and  some 
of  the  Artificers.  I  again  strongly  recommend  either  for 
Minorca,  or  any  other  Yard,  Mr.  Bunce,  Carpenter  of  the 
Victory,  who  will  be  found  a  most  valuable  acquisition.  The 
Ventura  will  be  an  acquisition  to  our  friend  Ball's  Squadron, 
but  she  should  be  coppered  with  thin  copper,  and  not  the 
thick,  as  is  put  upon  our  Ships ;  but  I  am  ignorant  if  that 
sort  of  copper  is  sent  out.  She  is  over-gunned,  and  so  is 
Hirondelle.  Mr.  Skinner*  has  very  properly  desired  to  get 
rid  of  his  two  heavy  ones.  The  Admiralty  have  approved  of 
ray  purchase  of  the  Hirondelle,  and  I  suppose  the  Storekeeper 
will  have  orders  to  pay  for  her. 

I  agree  perfectly  with  you  respecting  Mr.  Eaton,  and  we 
must  watch  what  comes  from  him ;  for  first  samples  are,  with 
knowing  ones,  always  the  best — witness  Mr.  James,  of  Naples, 
and  his  beds.  I  thought  I  had  taken  all  human  precautions  not 
to  be  cheated,  but  if  my  plans  are  not  followed  up  [sicJ]  But 
the  original  fault  was  Mr.  Taylor's  not  letting  me  know  that 
he  had  1000  beds  in  store,  whilst  the  Fleet  was  in  the  very 
greatest  distress.  I  sincerely  hope  that  you  will  be  able  to 
whitewash  all  the  gentlemen.  It  is  cruel  in  the  Navy  Board 
not  to  do  something  about  Mr.  Lawson' — either  confirm  or 
dismiss  him.  Sir  Alexander  Ball  always  recommended  him 
most  strongly ;  and  I  hope  he  has  not  done  anything  to  for- 
feit his  good  opinion.  The  Tribune  is  gone  home,  left  her 
Convoy  and  the  Station,  without  any  orders,  but  from  his  own 
pleasure.  What  will  the  Admiralty  say  to  such  conduct?* 
The  excuse  of  carrying  Sir  THomas  Trigge  appears  to  me  very 

'  Lieatenant  John  Skinner,  Commander  of  the  Hirondelle. 

•  Mr.  William  Lawson,  Master  Attendant  at  Malta. 

*  Captain  Richard  Henry  Alexander  Bennett,  of  the  Trihune,  was  tried  hy  a 
Coort- Martial,  at  Portsmouth,  on  the  2l8t  of  February,  180>0,  by  command  of  the 
Admiralty,  for  returning  to  England  from  Gibraltar  without  orders.  The  sentence 
was,  that  **the  charge  had  been  proved  against  Captain  Bennett,  but  as  it  appeared  to 
the  Court,  that  in  deviating  from  their  Lordships'  order,  he  was  actuated  solely  by 
the  purest  motiyes  for  the  good  of  his  Migesty's  Service,  it  did  adjudge  him  to  be 
acquitted."     He  died  the  Senior  Post  Captain,  between  lb  10  and  1820. 
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friToloosw  Genenl  Fox  was  sent  oat  in  a  Stare  Ship,  and  I 
soppose  dke  AdzmnltT  intended  Sir  Thomas  to  go  home  in  one. 
SlMnld  AOT  accadent  happen  to  the  Convoy,  it  will  be  a  yeiy 
teriois  xhhr^  to  Capddn  Bennett  I  saw  the  French  Fleet  the 
27th  oiumo,  bat  our  reports  say  they  are  upon  the  ere  of 
audeitakins  some  Expedition.  God  send  it  soon  I  Reports 
say.  and  I  believe  them,'  that  I  have  leave  to  go  home,  and  to 
lesre  ^  Richard  Bickerton  in  the  Command,  during  either 
mv  absence,  or  Tontil''  another  Commander-in-Chief  comes 
oql 

Sir  John  Orde  has  sent  Niger  home.  Fisgard  has  sent 
into  Gibraltar,  a  French  Privateer — '  Onde  Thomas,'  eighteen 
nine-pounders,  sails  very  fast,  they  say.  The  Spanish  Mani- 
festo* is  dated  December  14th,  at  Madrid.  I  have  only  tmt 
copy,  or  I  would  send  it  to  Malta :  it  is  fall  of  abuse.  I  shall 
have  an  opportunity  of  writing  firom  Madalena,  to  which 
place  I  shall  proceed  to-morrow  morning.  With  every  good 
wish,  I  am  ever,  my  dear  Commissioner,  your  most  fiedthfbl, 

humble  servant. 

Nelson  and  Bboktb. 


TO  CAPTAIX  p.  Sw  MOUAT,  AGENT  FOR  TRANSPORTS  AT 

GIBRALTAR. 

^n>m  a  Cof»T  in  the  Admiralty.] 
5il>  Victory,  at  Sea,  Ith  January,  180ft. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  22nd  ultimo,  together 
with  the  list  of  Transports,  and  of  the  ten  Spanish  prisoners 
of  war  ordered  to  be  discharged  (being  non-combatants)  by 
Sir  Richard  Bickerton.  I  am  extremely  displeased  at  the 
circumstance  of  the  men  being  impressed  firom  the  Transports^ 
as  mentioned  in  your  letter,  and  herewith  transmit  you  an 
order  to  prevent  a  similar  act  firom  happening ;  and  in  case 
the  Tribune  should  return  to  this  Country,  I  enclose  you  an 
order  for  the  discharge  of  the  two  men  named  in  the  margin 
from  that  Ship,  that  they  may  be  sent  to  her  by  the  first 
opportunity.     I  have  also  directed  the  Honourable  Captain 

*  His  leare  to  retom  to  England  had  reached  him  some  time  before;  hot  ht 
kept  it  a  *'  profound  secret.** — Vide  p.  320,  post. 

*  Vide  p.  269,  ante. 
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Bojie  to  discharge  William  Mowitt,  Second  Mate  of  the 
Berwick^  freighted  Transport,  that  he  may  join  his  proper 
Ship  as  soon  as  possible,  being  perfectly  aware  of  the  necessity 
of  these  Transports  being  manned  agreeable  to  their  Charter- 
party,  and  sufficiently  to  navigate  them.     I  am.  Sir,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  THE  CAPTAINS  OR  COMMANDERS  OF  HIS  MAJESTY'S  SHIPS 
OR  VESSELS  belonging  TO  THE  MEDITERRANEAN  FLEET. 

[From  a  Copy  in  the  Admiralty.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  4th  January,  1805. 

Whereas  it  becomes  the  duty  of  every  Officer  to  protect 
the  Navy  and  Army  Victuallers  and  Transports  as  much  as 
possible,  and  to  afford  them  every  assistance  in  their  power, 
when  they  shall  be  considered  in  want  thereof,  and  on  no 
account  to  impress  their  Mates  or  Seamen,  who  are  required 
for  their  navigation,  and  who  they  are  obliged  to  have  agree- 
able to  their  Charter-party, — You  are  therefore  hereby  required 
and  directed,  on  no  account  or  consideration  whatever,  to 
impress  either  Mates,  Seamen,  or  Boys  from  any  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's regular  or  hired  Army  or  Navy  Transports,  or  Vic- 
tuallers, unless  they  shall  be  found  drunk  and  rioting  on 
shore,  in  which  case  I  presume  it  may  be  proper  to  impress 
them  for  his  Majesty's  Ships  of  War. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

N.B.  This  order  to  remain  with  Captain  Mouat,  and  to  be 
shown  when  necessary. 


TO  CAPTAIN  RICHARD  H.  A.  BENNETT,  H.M.  SHIP  TRIBUNE. 

[From  a  Copy  in  the  Admiralty.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  4th  January,  1805. 

Whereas  it  has  been  represented  to  me  that  the  two  men 
named  in  the  margin,  were  impressed  by  the  Officers  of  his 
Majesty's  Ship  Tribune,  under  your  command,  from  the 
Active,  regular  Transport  and  Navy  Victualler,  by  which 
means  the  said  Vessel  has  been  left  in  distress  for  men 
to  navigate  her ;  tfnd  being  perfectly  aware  of  the  impropriety 
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azid  haw  detrimmtil  it  is  to  his  Majesty's 
Too  aire  kerebj  requiicd  and  directed  to  dischaige 
At  sa5d  rw^o  sen  immediatelT,  and  delirer  them  to  Captam 
Aeeni  fior  Timnspofts  at  Gibraltar,  that  they  may  be 
tbe  Acxhie  Traospofft  bj  the  tot  first  opportmiity. 

Nelson  and  Bbontb. 


TO  WILUAM  XARSDEX,  ESQ^  ADMIRALTY. 

Tktorr.  at  Sea,  4th  Janutrj,  1805. 

I  beffe-viih  tzananit  too  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Rjcisazd  Le«i5»  Gairisoo  Apothecary  at  Gibraltar,  ivho  it 
ififieais  ka»  acted  as  SaigeoD  of  his  Majesty  ^s  Naval  Hospital 
at  thai  p*ace,  since  the  death  of  the  late  Mr.  William  Burd,^ 
and  pRTMQS  to  that,  as  Dispenser,  on  the  death  of  Mr.  Christie, 
br  Older  from  Mr.  Boxd,  as  stated  in  the  accompanyiog  cer- 
tificate from  Mr.  Pownall,  Naval  Storekeeper,  which  I  request 
TOQ  viH  piea%  to  lav  before  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the 
Admirain-,  for  their  information,  and  move  their  Lordships  to 
compiv  with  Mr.  Lewis  s  request,  as  I  think  him  very  justly 
and  fully  entitled  to  the  remuneration  he  requires.    I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  CAPTAIX  ROBIXSOX,  H.M.  SHIP  SWIFTSURE. 

'Aatograph.  ia  the  posscsMon  of  CommiDder  Robinson.] 

Victory,  January  7th,  1805. 

Dear  Sir, 
As  vou  must  feel  more  comfortable  to  have  an  Officer  on 
board 'who  has  been  at  Madalena,  I  send  you  Lieutenant 
Brown,  of  Victory.  I  sincerely  hope  that  your  gout  is  re- 
moved. We  shall  get  a  Westerly  wind,  and  to-morrow  fore- 
noon be  at  anchor ;  and  I  beg  that  you  will  dine  here  if  that 
is  the  case,  and  believe  me,  dear  Sir,  yours  most  faithfully. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

«  He  died  of  the  fcTer,  at  Gibraltar,  on  the  2l8t  November  1804. 
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TO  HIS  EXCELLENCY  HUGH  ELLIOT,  ESQ.,  NAPLES. 

[Autograph,  in  the  Elliot  Papers.  "January  12th  [i.e.,  11th.]  p.ii.  At  A, 
shortened  sail  and  came  to  in  the  Straits  of  Bonifaccio.  Squadron  anchored  as 
convenient.  12th.  a.m.  At  5,  weighed  and  made  saiL  At  7  p.m.,  shortened  sail 
and  anchored.  13th.  a.m.  At  9,  weighed  and  made  sail  for  Agincourt  Sounl.  At 
1  P.M.,  anchored."— Firtory**  Log."] 

Victory,  Madalena,  January  13th,  1805. 

My  dear  Sir, 

I  am  much  pleased  with  your  Excellency's  letters  of 
January  2nd,  3rd,  and  4th,  which  put  me  in  full  possession  of 
what  is  passing  both  in,  and  relative  to,  the  Kingdom  of 
Naples.  Your  Excellency  will  not  expect  from  me  that  re- 
gular answer  to  every  one  of  your  dispatches  which  they  de- 
serve, as  it  would  take  up  more  time  than  either  I  or  you, 
probably,  have,  to  give  to  mere  opinions.  With  respect  to 
the  French  Fleet,  I  wish  to  God  they  were  out ;  but  I  begin 
to  despair  of  their  putting  to  sea  during  the  short  time  I  shall 
probably  be  in  the  Mediterranean.  I  have  stayed  much 
longer  than  I  ought  to  have  done,  if  I  had  only  considered 
myself;  but  I  thought  it  very  possible  the  shott  days  might 
have  tempted  them  to  make  a  run.  I  saw  them  myself 
fourteen  days  ago,  and  the  Frigates  saw  them  the  6th  ;  and 
since,  the  wind  has  been  Easterly ;  therefore  they  could  not 
go  to  Naples. 

I  am  much  pleased  to  hear  that  the  Queen  takes  such  a 
spirited  part  for  the  defence  of  Naples,  but  I  would  not  have 
her  Majesty  depressed  by  hearing  that  the  French  are  at  sea ; 
for  if  they  never  come  out,  how  can  she  enjoy  the  spectacle  of 
a  Battle  in  the  Bay  of  Naples  ?  She  may  rely  that  nothing 
shall  be  wanting  on  my  part  to  make  it  superior  to  the  Nile, 
which  it  may  be ;  and  could  anything  add  to  my  exertions 
against  the  Enemy,  it  would  be  the  additional  pleasure  of 
knowing  that  I  was  fighting  for  the  existence  of  the  Monarchy 
of  my  benefactors.  But  let  who  will  command  this  Fleet, 
they  cannot  go  wrong :  only  get  close  enough.  I  wish  her 
Majesty  would  cause  some  inquiry  to  be  made  at  Messina. 
The  Gun-boats  arc  given  up,  and  the  provisions  are  selling 
out  of  the  Citadel,  upon  an  idea  that  they  will  spoil ;  and 
that  may  be  true.  But  no  orders  arc  given  to  replace  them, 
and  I  own  I  suspect  much  many  of  the  Neapolitan  Officers 
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at  that  place ;  therefore,  entreat  her  Majesty  to  keep  one  of 
her  eyes  fixed  upon  Messina,  and  do  not  be  too  late  in  calling 
for  our  Troops  from  Malta.  I  am  sure  both  King  and  Queen 
will  take  what  I  say  in  good  part ;  for  they  have  not  a  crea- 
ture more  sincerely  attached  to  them,  and  their  Royal  Family, 
than  their  faithful  Nelson.  With  respect  to  Russia,  I  am 
clearly  of  opinion  that  she  should  not  show  her  teeth,  unless 
she  is  ready  to  bite,  and  the  sending  a  few  Troops  would, 
perhaps,  only  expedite  the  plans  of  the  French,  unless  they 
were  ready  to  be  supported  by  a  large  Army;  but  the 
distance  of  Russia  is  so  great  that  all  the  mischief  may  be 
done  before  they  get  upon  the  scene  of  action.  I  like  the 
idea  of  English  Troops  getting  into  the  Kingdom  of  Naples ; 
and  if  they  are  well  commanded,  I  am  sure  they  will  do 
welL  They  will  have  more  wants  than  us  Sailors,  but  it 
will  be  nothing  compared  to  those  of  the  Russians,  who  will 
certainly  fight  well ;  but  they  are  a  scourge  to  the  Countiy 
that  unfortunately  wants  their  assistance.  But  when  the 
French  are  turned  out,  I  would  recommend  removing  the 
others  into  places  where  they  cannot  plunder  the  people  of 
the  Country. 

I  now  send  you  the  Excellent,  Captain  Sotheron,  to  relieve 
the  Renown,  who  will  go  to  England ;  and  you  will  find  in 
Captain  Sotheron  every  qualification  of  a  complete  gentle- 
man and  excellent  Officer.  With  respect  to  my  making  War 
upon  Spain,  and  Sir  John  Orde  not  having  done  it,  I  believe 
you  will  think  that  I  have  acted  not  precipitately,  but  con- 
sistent with  the  firmness  of  John  Bull.  I  can't  tell  what 
schemes  Ministers  may  have;  but  when  I  am  without  orders, 
and  unexpected  occurrences  arise,  I  shall  always  act  as  I 
think  the  honour  and  glory  of  my  King  and  Country  demand. 
Upon  the  most  mature  and  serious  consideration  I  can  give 
the  subject,  the  present  lays  within  the  compass  of  a  nut-shelL 
Our  Ministers  demand  certain  points  to  be  conceded  to  them ; 
they,  to  give  a  spur,  detain  the  Spanish  treasure.  Spain,  the 
moment  she  hears  of  it,  kicks  your  Minister  out  of  Madrid ; 
a  plain  proof  they  had  not  acceded  to  our  propositions.  In- 
deed, Mr.  Frere,  you  will  see  by  his  letter,  did  not  believe  it 
would  have  a  favourable  termination,  even  had  not  the  Fri- 
gates been  detained.     I  send  your  Excellency  his  letters.    I 
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feel  I  have  done  perfectly  right  No  desire  of  wealth  could 
influence  my  conduct ;  for  I  had  nothing  to  take  worth  two- 
pence to  me.  Sir  John  Orde  was  sent,  if  it  was  a  Spanish 
War,  to  take  the  money ;  but  until  he  saw  my  orders,  he  did 
not  act  I  suppose  he  was  fearful  of  that  responsibility  which 
I  am  erer  ready  to  take  upon  me  ;  and  now  he  is  to  wallow 
in  wealth,  whilst  I  am  left  a  b^gar.  But  such  things  are.  I 
receive  the  kindest  letters  from  Lord  Melville  and  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  but  they  think  the  French  Fleet  is  prize  enough 
for  me. 

You  will  believe,  my  dear  Sir,  that  if  I  had  small  Vessels, 
that  one  should  be  with  you  every  month,  or  oftener,  but  I 
have  them  not  No,  not  half  enough  for  the  difierent  services, 
and  they  are  decreasing  daily  by  Convoys  going  to  England. 
Not  one  has  arrived  for  these  fifteen  months.  I  will  try  and 
forward  your  letters  to  Lisbon,  or  it^s  possible  the  Renown 
may  carry  them  to  England.  She  will  have  orders  to  stay 
till  the  20th  instant  at  Naples,  and  I  shall  wait  three  or  four 
days  for  her  at  this  place.  I  hope  both  Austria  and  Prussia 
may  be  induced  to  oppose  the  upstart  Emperor,  and  I  think 
the  ancient  Monarchy  nearer  being  established  than  since 
1793.  The  Fleet,  as  Captain  Sotheron  will  tell  you,  cannot 
be  in  better  health.  There  has  been  much  pains  taken  to 
make  Europe  believe  that  we  were  all  dying  of  the  fever. 
General  Fox  is  arrived  at  Gibraltar,  and  the  Rock  was 
considered  in  pratique,  and  the  yellow  flag  struck  upon 
January  1st  But  I  fear  the  dead  have  been  buried  so  very 
incautiously,  that  danger  may  be  feared  in  the  summer  heats. 
Your  Excellency  will  be  so  good  as  to  present  my  humble 
duty  to  both  the  King  and  Queen,  and  believe  me  ever,  with 
the  highest  respect,  your  most  faithful,  obliged,  and  obedient 
servant.  Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  CAPTAIN  MALCOLM,  H.M.  SHIP  RENOWN. 
[Autogn^h,  in  the  possession  of  Rear- Admiral  Sir  Charles  Malcolm.] 

Victory,  January  13th,  1805. 

My  dear  Sir, 
Long  looked  for  is  come  at  last     Captain  Sotheron  will 
relieve  you.     I  hope  you  will  be  able  to  sail  with  all  Mr. 
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Elliot's  dispatches  on  the  20th,  when  he  assures  me  he  shall 
be  ready.  If  you  still  keep  in  the  mind  to  have  an  exchange 
into  the  Donegal,  Sir  Richard  is  ready  for  you,  and  I  have 
given  my  consent,  to  oblige  both  him  and  you.  I  am  ever, 
dear  Sir,  faithfully  yours. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 
I  will  take  care  of  your  Russians.* 


TO  HIS  EXCELLENCY  HUGH  ELUOT,  ESQ.,  NAPLES. 
[Antogn^h,  in  the  Elliot  Papers.] 

Victonr,  January  Idth,  KSaV 

Secret 
My  dear  Sir, 
■  Sir  John  Orde  brought  me  out  my  leave  to  go  to  Eng- 
land for  the  rc-establishment  of  my  health,  and  many  sup- 
pose that,  the  moment  I  had  passed  the  Straits,  he  would 
take  upon  him  the  command.  Others  suppose  Sir  John 
Colpoys  will  be  my  successor,  and  there  are  others  that  think 
I  shall  return,  if  my  health  permits,  and  that  my  services 
will  continue  to  be  acceptable.  However,  I  have  kept  my 
permission  a  profound  secret  in  the  Fleet.  Everybody  expects 
that  it  will  come ;  therefore  do  not  mention  my  having  re- 
ceived it,  to  cither  Captain  Sotheron  or  Captain  Malcolm, 
although  you  may  to  the  King  and  Queen.  I  do  assure  you 
that  nothing  has  kept  me  here,  but  the  fear  for  the  escape  of 
the  French  Fleet,  and  that  they  should  get  to  either  Naples 
or  Sicily  in  the  short  days ;  and  that  when  I  go  I  shall  leave 
such  instructions  with  Sir  Richard  Bickerton  (who  I  am  sure 
will  follow  them  well  up)  to  guard  the  Two  Sicilies,  as  he 
would  the  apple  of  his  eye ;  and  nothing  but  gratitude  to 
those  good  Sovereigns  could  have  induced  me  to  stay  one 
moment  after  Sir  John  Orde's  extraordinary  Command,  for 
his  general  conduct  towards  me  is  not  such  as  I  had  a  right 
to  exj>ect.  Amazon  is  gone  with  my  last  dispatches  to  Gibral- 
tar. I  saw  William  for  five  minutes.  He  was  to  have  dined  here, 
but  a  fair  wind  came,  and  that  cancels  all  invitations.  I  ex- 
pected a  much  later  letter  from  Mr.  Jackson,  at  Rome,  for  I 

*  The  BoMian  young  gentlemen  before  mentioned. 
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have  wrote  to  him  twice  since  the  date  of  his  letter.  I  am 
ever,  my  dear  Sir,  your  very  much  obliged  and  faithful 
servant, 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 
You  may  trust  Captain  Sotheron  with  your  confidence. 


TO  CAPTAIN  FRANK  SOTHERON,  H.M.  SHIP  EXCELLENT. 

[From  a  Copy  in  the  EUiot  Papers.] 
Victory,  Madalena  Islands,  Sardinia,  14th  JaniAuy,  1805. 

Most  secret  and  confidential. 
You  are  hereby  required  and  directed,  on  this  order  being 
delivered  to  you,  to  receive,  or  to  convoy  them,  if  they  em- 
bark on  board  their  own  Ships,  the  King,  Queen,  and  Royal 
Family  of  Naples,  to  Palermo,  or  such  other  place  as  the  King 
may  choose  to  proceed  to ;  and  you  will  afford  every  protec- 
tion and  assistance  to  all  those  who  may  wish  to  follow  their 
Majesties,  and  that  they  approve  of;  and  you  will  also  receive 
his  Majesty's  Minister  and  suite,  and  afford  such  other  pro- 
tection as  in  your  power  to  all  British  Subjects,  and  their 
property,  as  the  urgency  of  the  case  may  require. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  CAPTAIN  KEATS,  H.  M.  SHIP  SUPERB. 
[Autograph,  in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Gatty.] 

Victory,  January  15th,  1809. 

My  dear  Keats, 
Many  thanks  for  your  Telegraph  message,  and  I  am  sorry 
that,  for  form's  sake,  I  must  consider  you,  at  least  for  one  day, 
in  Quarantine  ;  I)ut  I  think  if  Dr.  Scott  will  go  with  one  of 
your  Officers  to  the  shore,  and  state  to  the  Governor  and 
Officers  of  Health,  that  you  have  been  as  many  days  in  Qua- 
rantine as  you  have  been  from  Algiers,  that  the  place  is 
healthy,  and  you  are  healthy,  with  such  winning  ways  as  Dr. 
Scott  knows  so  well  how  to  use,  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  you 
will  have  pratique  ;  and  let  your  Officer  say  that  I  have  exa- 
mined the  state  of  the  Ship,  and  find  her  proper  to  have  pra- 

VOL.  VI.  Y 
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tique,  &C,  &c.,  which  I  am  ready  to  certify  if  the  Governor 

wishes  it;  then  I  shall  hope  to  have  you  to  dinner;  but  if  they 

will  not  give  you  pratique,  I  shall   to-morrow.     Ever,  my 

dear  Keats,  your  much  obliged. 

Nelson  and  Bbonte. 

I  send  you  some  late  Papers. 


TO  V^^ILLIAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ.,  ADMIRALTY. 

[Original,  in  the  Admiralty.] 

Victorv,  Madalena  Islands,  16tli  January,  1805. 

Sir, 
It  being  my  intention  to  send  his  Majesty's  Ship  Amphi- 
trite  (lately  captured  by  the  Donegal)  to  England,  under 
charge  of  the  Renown,  in  order  to  her  being  manned  and 
completed  for  service,  as  their  Lordships  may  think  proper  to 
direct,  I  have  judged  it  necessary,  for  the  good  of  his  Majesty's 
Service,  to  appoint  Sir  William  Bolton  to  be  Captain  of  her, 
and  herewith  transmit  you  a  copy  of  his  Commission,  and  a 
copy  of  an  acting  order  given  to  Lieutenant  John  Louis*  to 
command  the  Childers,  in  the  room  of  Sir  William  Bolton; 
also  a  copy  of  an  order  given  to  Mr.  George  Martin  Suther- 
land' to  act  as  Lieutenant  of  the  Royal  Sovereign,  in  the 
room  of  Captain  Louis,  which  I  request  you  will  be  so  good 
as  lay  before  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  for 
their  information,  and  move  their  Lordships  to  confirm  the 
said  appointments.     I  am.  Sir,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  earl  CAMDEN,  K.G.,  SECRETARY  OF  STATE  FOR  THE  WAR 

DEPARTMENT. 

[Autograph,  in  the  Colonial  Office.] 

Victory,  January  16th,  1809. 

My  Lord, 
Yesterday  his  Majesty's  Ship  Superb^  Captain  Ecats,  re- 
turned from  Algiers,  having  landed  Mr.  Cartwright,  his  Ma- 

'  Now  Rear-Admiral  Sir  John  Louis,  Bart. 

*  Mr.  George  Martin  Sutherland :  he  appears  to  haye  died  a  Lieutentnt,  beiwees 
1806  and  1809. 
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'•cral  to  that  place,  who  was  received  by  the 

id  the  Inhabitants,  with  much  pleasure ; 

U  that  our  footing  at  Algiers  is  as  a 

•ir  Lordship  will  not  fail  to  observe 

-^  Keats  merits  those  encomiums 

-  ->,  i  merits,  were  I  to  attempt 

'V  dre  upon  this,  as  upon  all  other 

.vices  of  Captain    Keats  are  called 
-fore,  leave  your  Lordship  to  represent 
,aty,  in  the  manner  and  language  your  Lord- 
.L  judgment  shall  point  out  as  most  proper  for 
.iig  the  fullest  effect, 
.ptain  Keats  very  handsomely  attributes  great  credit  to 
.iie  services  of  the  Reverend  Mr.  Scott,  my  confidential  Secre- 
tary and  Interpreter,  and  to  the  Reverend  Mr.  Evans,  Chap- 
lain of  his  Majesty's  Ship  Superb,  and  I  beg  leave  to  call  your 
Lordship's  attention  to  the  merits  of  these  gentlemen.     They 
have>  both  in  the  last  and  present  War,  made  themselves  per- 
fectly masters  of  all  the  European  languages  spoken  in  the 
Mediterranean,  which  has  qualified  them  to  be  Interpreters 
OD  any  important  occasions,  where  confidence  is  required  to 
be  reposed.     Our  Navy  Chaplains  have   not  generally  the 
good  fortune  to  be  in  the  road  to  promotion :  their  brethren 
ashore  have  all  the  advantage  of  being  'upon  the  spot  (one 
exception,   the   present   Lord   Chancellor  very   handsomely 
having  given  my  former  Chaplain  a  Living,)  I  therefore  pre- 
same  to  recommend  both  these  gentlemen  as  proper  candi- 
dates for  Crown  Livings ;  and  it  would  be  a  great  inducement 
for  the  Navy  Chaplains  to  make  themselves  useful  to  the 
State,  in  a  greater  degree  than  they  are  at  present,  for  we  all 
want  persons  of  learning  and  confidence  to  write  our  letters 
to  Foreign  Courts,  which  in  the  Mediterranean  we  are  always 
in  correspondence  with. 

The  Dey  having  received  the  Consul,  as  he  expressed  him- 
self at  the  time,  *  I  receive  you  without  presents;'  and  our 
amity  with  Algiers  being,  perhaps  more  firmly  established 
than  for  many  years  past,  I  submit  to  your  Lordship's  consi- 
deration, whether  it  would  not  at  this  moment  cement  the 
friendship,  was  some  presents  to  be  made  to  the  Regency,  not 
upon  account  of  the  Consul,  but  as  a  particular  present  from 
his  Majesty.    I  have,  &c.  Nelson  and  Bronte. 

y2 
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TO  COMMISSIONER  OTWAY,  MALTA. 

[Autograph,  in  the  possession  of  Rear- Admiral  Inglefield,  CJB.] 
My  dear  Sir,  victory,  Janiuuy  18tb,  1805. 

I  am  much  obliged  by  your  favour  of  January  3rd,  and  as 
the  Camel  will  come  direct  to  the  Fleet,  she  will  be  by  far 
the  most  eligible  conveyance  you  can  have ;  and  I  hope  to 
reap  another  great  advantage  from  your  coming  in  that  Ship, 
that  she  will  be  much  sooner  unloaded,  and  reloaded,  with 
the  stores  wanted  for  the  Fleet,  by  your  presence.  We  want 
an  entire  floating  Arsenal.  When  we  get  you  to  the  Fleet, 
easy  modes  will  be  found  to  carry  you  to  Gibraltar.  As  all 
our  Sloops  will  soon  be  wore  out,  if  the  Small  Craft  cannot 
get  men  at  Malta,  I  am  afraid  the  Eastern  part  of  the  station 
will  be  very  badly  oflF  for  the  necessary  protection ;  but  if  the 
Admiralty  will  not  give  me  Sloops,  and  Small  Craft  cannot 
get  men  at  Malta,  I  have  no  means  of  furnishing  the  means 
of  protection. 

I  send  you  a  copy  of  Captain  Malcolm's  last  letter  to  me. 
You  will  see  that  Mr.  Taylor  has  not  been  correct  in  saying 
he  had  not  given  Mr.  James  any  orders;  it  was  enough 
between  man  and  man,  where  words  were  to  be  relied  upon 
more  than  the  official  forms.  I  can  again  repeat  that  Mr. 
Bunce  would  be  a  most  valuable  acquisition  to  any  Yard  ;  and 
should  you  find  it  proper  to  suspend  Mr.  Stocker,  upon  your 
application  I  will  send  Mr.  Bunce,  for  whose  abilities  and 
good  conduct  I  would  pledge  my  head.  The  Excellent  is 
gone  to  relieve  the  Renown,  who  is  going  direct  to  England. 
My  staying  or  going  seems  at  present  very  uncertain.  With 
every  good  wish,  I  am  ever,  my  dear  Sir,  your  much  obliged, 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


DIARY. 

[From  Clarke  and  M*Arthur,  vol.  ii.  p.  393.  "  January  20th,  [i.  e.,  10th.]  p.m. 
Seahorse  and  Active  rejoined.  At  4*30,  weighed  and  made  sail  out  of  Aginoourt 
Sound,  through  the  Biche  Channel.  At  0*20,  passed  through  the  Biche  Channel, 
Squadron  following." — Victory's  Log."] 

January  19th,  1805. 

Hard  gales  N.W.  At  three,  p.m.  the  Active  and  Seahorse 
arrived  at  Madalena,  with  information  that  the  French  Fleet 
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put  to  sea  from  Toulon  yesterday.*  These  Frigates  were 
close  to  them  at  ten  o'clock  last  night,  and  saw  one  of  them 
until  two  o'clock  this  morning.  Unmoored  and  weighed.  At 
twenty-eight  minutes  past  four,  made  the  general  s^al  for  each 
Ship  to  carry  a  light,  and  repeat  signals  during  the  night,  made 
by  the  AdmiraL  Ran  through  the  Passage  between  Biche  and 
Sardinia  at  six  o'clock.  At  thirty-five  minutes  past  six,  burnt 
a  blue  light,  and  at  forty-five  minutes  past,  another.  At  seven 
the  whole  Fleet  was  clear  of  the  Passage.  Sent  Seahorse  round 
the  Southern  end  of  Sardinia,  to  St.  Peters,  to  look  out  for 
them,  but  to  prevent  the  Enemy,  as  much  as  possible,  from 
seeing  her ;  and  the  moment  Captain  Boyle  discovered  them, 
to  return  to  me.  From  their  position  when  last  seen,  and  the 
course  they  were  steering,  S.  or  S.  b  W.,  they  could  only  be 
bound  round  the  Southern  end  of  Sardinia.  At  nine,  P.Bf. 
bore  away  along  that  Island  with  the  following  Ships — Vic- 
tory, Donegal,  Superb,  Canopus,  Spencer,  Tigre,  Royal 
Sovereign,  Leviathan,  Belleisle,  Conqueror,  Swiftsure,  and 
Active  Frigate.     During  the  night  it  was  squally,  unsettled 

*  Monsieur  Thiers  says,  that  the  Fleet  in  Toulon,  which  had  been  increased  from 
eig;ht  to  eleven  Ships  of  the  Line,  had  required  the  whole  month  of  December  to  get 
ready  for  sea ;  that  General  Lauriston,  Napoleon's  Aide-de-Camp,  had  been  appointed 
to  form  a  corps  of  6000  picked  men,  with  50  cannon,  and  a  battering  train,  and  to 
embark  the  whole  in  the  Toulon  Fleet ;  that  that  Fleet,  on  its  way,  was  to  detach  a 
diTisioD  to  Sl  Helena,  to  take  possession  of  the  Island,  then  to  proceed  to  Surinam, 
retake  the  Dutch  colonies,  and  then  to  join  the  Squadron  under  Admiral  Missiessy, 
which,  on  its  part,  would  have  relieved  the  Freuch  West  India  Islands,  and  ravaged  the 
English  Colonies,  and  that  both  Squadrons,  after  having  decoyed  the  English  towards 
America,  and  liberated  Ganteaume  with  the  Brest  Squadron,  were  to  return  to 
Europe.  Monsieur  Thiers  then  says,  that  Ganteaume  had  waited  during  the  whole 
winter,  until  Missiessy  and  Villeueuve,  running  out  of  Toulon,  should  draw  off  the 
English ;  that  Missiessy  saUed  from  Rochfort  on  the  1 1  th  of  January,  and,  without 
being  seen  by  the  English,  proceeded  to  the  West  Indies,  with  five  Ships  of  the 
Line  and  four  Frigates.  After  some  very  severe  remarks  on  Admiral  Villeneuve, 
Monsieur  Thiers  thus  speaks  of  the  sailing  of  the  Squadron  under  Villeneuve's  com- 
mand from  Toulon : — "  Urged  by  Napoleon,  by  the  Minister  Decr^s,  and  by  General 
Lauriston,  he  got  ready  to  weigh  anchor  towards  the  end  of  December.  A  head 
wind  [un  veut  debout]  detained  him  in  Toulon  Roads,  from  the  end  of  December 
to  the  18th  of  January.  On  the  18th,  the  wind  having  changed,  he  set  sail,  and  by 
steering  a  wrong  course,  succeeded  in  evading  the  Enemy.  [En  faisant  fausse  route, 
k  se  soustraire  k  I'enncmi.}  But  in  the  course  of  the  night  a  hea\7  tempest 
arose,  and  the  inexperience  of  the  crews,  and  the  bad  quality  of  the  materials, 
exposed  many  of  our  Vessels  [plusieurs  de  nos  b&timents2  to  serious  accidents. 
The  Squadron  was  dispersed.  In  the  morning,  Villeneuve  found  himself  separated, 
with  four  Ships  of  the  Line  and  one  Frigate.  Some  had  carried  away  their  top- 
masts, others  had  sprung  leaks,  or  had  received  damage  not  easily  repaired  at  sea. 
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^^r,*    Spencer  and  Leviathan  separated 

the  readier  to  push  at  any  detached 

'ion,  Mount  Santo  bore  N.W.,  dis- 

Log^    All  night  very  hard  gales 

mucd  throughout  the  next  day ; 

vere  under  storm  staysails. 


>> 


*>, 


-^-       ^'/      '^         -5-  '<& 

b.    V,  V    '^     '-  '^  IP^TNA. 

^  "^^     's^^    "^  liral  Thomas. 

'^Sjj,  » ictory,  Jaiiuarj  lOtli,  1805. 

V  jcsterday,  and  were  seen  last 

...eering  South,  or  S.  b  W.,  then 

.vude   of  Ajaccio,  going  ten   or  eleven 

They  are  therefore,  from  this  account,  bound 

-^Uth  end  of  Sardinia.     It  is  therefore  my  intention 

^eecl  to  the  Southward,  and  endeavour  to  intercept 

^em-     ^  y^^  do  not  hear  of  us  in  a  few  days,  you  must  take 

the  Transports  to  Malta,  and  then   endeavour  to  join  me, 

wherever  you  may  hear  I  may  be.     I  am.  Sir,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  HIS  EXCKLLENCY  SIR  JOHN  ACTON,  BART.,  PALERMO. 

[From  a  Copy,  in  Ihe  Elliot  Papers.] 
My  dear  Sir  John,  victory,  January  2i2n.l,  1805. 

The  French  Fleet  sailed  from  Toulon  on  Friday  last,  the 
18th.  Our  Frigates  saw  part  of  them  all  day,  and  were 
chased  by  some  of  the  Ships.  At  ten  o'clock  the  same  night, 
they  were  in  the  French  Fleet,  then  nearly  in  the  latitude  of 
Ajaccio,  steering  South,  or  S.  b  W.,  the  direct  course  for  the 
Idand  of  Toro,  South  end  of  Sardinia^  it  blowing  a  strong 
gale  at  N.W.,  and  a  heavy  sea.  The  French  were  then,  by 
Captain  Moubray's  account,  carrying  a  heavy  press  of  sail. 
At  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  19th,  Captain 
Moubray  made  his  report  to  me  at  Madalena,  and  at  six 
the  whole  Fleet  was  at  sea,  with  a  fresh  breeze  at  W.N.W., 
steering  to  the  Southward  along  the  Sardinian  shore,  intend- 
ing to  push  for  the  South  end  of  Sardinia,  where  I  could 
have  little  fear  but  that  I  should  meet  them ;  for,  from  all  I 
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weather.  At  forty-eight  minutes  past  eight,  burnt  a  blue 
light ;  at  half-past  ten,  down  topgallant  yards,  and  struck  top- 
gallant masts.  At  midnight,  moderate  breezes  and  clear.  At 
two,  [a.m.  20th  January]  burnt  a  blue  light,  and  at  four  burnt 
another,  and  made  more  sail.  At  thirty-five  minutes  past  seven. 
Active  made  the  signal  for  a  Sail ;  and  immediately  afterwards, 
that  the  strange  Sail  was  a  Vessel  of  War,  which  proved  to  be 
the  Seahorse.  At  fifty  minutes  past  seven,  made  the  signal 
that  Spencer  and  Leviathan  were  to  be  a  Detached  Squadron ; 
delivered  the  Honourable  Captain  Stopford  a  letter  to  that 
efiect,  directing  him  to  keep  on  my  weather-beam  with  them, 
being  fast-sailing  Ships,  to  act  as  occasion  might  require.  At 
fifty-five  minutes  past  eight,  made  Active's  signal  to  close 
nearer  the  Admiral,  and  at  twenty  minutes  past  nine,  made 
Swiftsure's  to  do  the  same.  At  twenty-five  minutes  past  nine, 
made  the  general  signal  to  *  Prepare  for  Battle.'  At  twenty- 
five  minutes  past  eleven,  made  the  same  signal,  to  *  Form  the 
established  Order  of  Sailing  in  two  columns,'  and  the  signal 

Besides  these  misadventures,  two  English  Frigates  were  watching  us,  and  the 
Admiral  was  afraid  of  the  Enemy  coming  up  with  him  [rejoint]  at  the  moment 
when  he  liad  but  five  Sail  [vaisseaux]  to  oppose  to  him.  He  therefore  determined 
to  put  back  to  Toulon,  although  he  was  already  seventj-  leagues  distant  from  it ;  and 
notwithstanding  the  entreaties  of  General  Lauriston,  who,  reckoning  four  thousand 
and  some  hundreds  of  men  on  board  the  Vessels  which  still  remained  together,  de- 
manded to  be  taken  to  his  destination,  Villeneuve  returned  to  Toulon  on  the  27th 
Isic,  but  truly  the  21st,  t.  e.  "  I*'  pluviose,  an  xiii.,"  the  date  of  Admiral  Villeneuve's 
dispatch,  announcing  his  return],  and  succeeded  in  assembling  his  whole  Squadron 
there." — History  of  the  Consulate  and  the  Empire,  translated  by  Campbell,  vol.  v. 
pp.  157,  158;  collated  with  the  original  edition.  Upon  this  statement  it  is  to  be 
observed,  that  the  presence  of  our  Squadron,  rather  than  "  un  vent  debout,"  seems 
to  have  detained  Admiral  Villeneuve  until  after  the  18th  of  January,  because,  in  the 
early  port  of  the  month,  the  wind  was  northerly;  and  as,  on  the  9th  or  10th,  Lord 
Nelson  quitted  his  station  for  Sardinia,  Villeneuve,  even  if  he  was  not  aware  of  the 
fkct,  must  have  known  that  the  English  Squadron  had  not  been  seen  in  the  vicinity 
of  Toulon  for  upwards  of  a  week,  thus  affording  a  presumption  that  they  had,  as 
nsnal,  either  gone  off  Cape  St.  Sebastian,  or  to  Sardinia  for  water  and  refreshments. 
As  on  the  18th,  the  English  Squadron  was  at  anchor  at  Madalena,  it  is  difficult  to 
understand  how  Admiral  ViUeueuve,  by  "  faisant  fausse  route,  k  se  sonstrairc  k 
Tennemi;**  inasmuch  as  by  steering  South  orS.  bE.,  instead  of  a  course  to  take  him 
out  of  the  Mediterranean,  he  did,  in  fact,  approach  Nelson's  Squadron  unnecessarily ; 
and  this  is,  no  doubt,  one  reason  for  believing  that  he  was  not  aware  of  its  being  at 
Madalena,  but  supposed  it  was  off  Cape  St.  Sebastian.  It  is,  however,  obvious  that 
if  the  French  really  sailed  with  the  intention  of  passing  the  Straits,  their  proceedings 
oompletely  deceived  Lord  Nelson,  but  whose  usual  sagacity,  neveitheless  displayed 
itself  in  supposing  that  they  were  forced  back  to  Toulon,  in  a  crippled  condition,  by 
the  gale  of  the  10th. 


.46.]  LETTERR  327 

to  ^  Keep  in  close  Order/  Spencer  and  Leviathan  separated 
fiom  this  Order^  to  be  the  readier  to  push  at  any  detached 
Ships  of  the  Enemy.  [Noon,  Mount  Santo  bore  N.  W.,  dis- 
tance six  leagues. —  VicUmfs  LoffJ]  All  night  very  hard  gales 
firom  S.S. W.  to  S.  W.,  vrhich  continued  throughout  the  next  day ; 
during  great  part  of  the  time  we  were  under  storm  staysails. 


TO  CAPTAIN  THOMAS,  H.M.  SHIP  uETNA. 
[Aatograph,  in  the  possession  of  Rear- Admiral  Thomas. 
Sir,  Victory,  January  lOth,  180ft. 

The  French  Fleet  put  to  sea  yesterday,  and  were  seen  last 
night  at  twelve  o'clock,  steering  South,  or  S.  b  W.,  then 
supposed  in  the  latitude  of  Ajaccio,  going  ten  or  eleven 
miles  per  hour.  They  are  therefore,  from  this  account,  bound 
round  the  South  end  of  Sardinia.  It  is  therefore  my  intention 
to  proceed  to  the  Southward,  and  endeavour  to  intercept 
them.  If  you  do  not  hear  of  us  in  a  few  days,  you  must  take 
the  Transports  to  Malta,  and  then  endeavour  to  join  me, 
wherever  you  may  hear  I  may  be.     I  am.  Sir,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  HIS  EXCELLENCY  SIR  JOHN  ACTON,  BART.,  PALERMO. 

[From  a  Copy,  in  the  Elliot  Papers.] 
My  dear  Sir  John,  victory,  January  22iid,  1805. 

The  French  Fleet  sailed  from  Toulon  on  Friday  last,  the 
18th.  Our  Frigates  saw  part  of  them  all  day,  and  were 
chased  by  some  of  the  Ships.  At  ten  o'clock  the  same  night, 
they  were  in  the  French  Fleet,  then  nearly  in  the  latitude  of 
Ajaccio,  steering  South,  or  S.  b  W.,  the  direct  course  for  the 
Island  of  Toro,  South  end  of  Sardinia,  it  blowing  a  strong 
gale  at  N.W.,  and  a  heavy  sea.  The  French  were  then,  by 
Captain  Moubray's  account,  carrying  a  heavy  press  of  sail. 
At  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  19th,  Captain 
Moubray  made  his  report  to  me  at  Madalena,  and  at  six 
the  whole  Fleet  was  at  sea,  with  a  fresh  breeze  at  W.N.W., 
steering  to  the  Southward  along  the  Sardinian  shore,  intend- 
ing to  push  for  the  South  end  of  Sardinia,  where  I  could 
have  little  fear  but  that  I  should  meet  them ;  for,  from  all  I 
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have  heard  from  the  Captains  of  the  Frigates,  the  Enemy 
must  be  bound  round  the  South  end  of  Sardinia,  but  whether 
to  Cagliari,  Sicily,  the  Morea,  or  Egypt,  I  am  most  com- 
pletely in  ignorance.     I  believe  they  have  six  or  seven  thou- 
sand Troops  on  board.     On  the  20th,  we  were  taken  with  a 
heavy  gale  at  S.S.W.,  which  has  arrested  our  progress.     It  is 
now  (eight  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  22nd)  at  W.  b  S., 
and  we  are  sixteen  leagues  East  from  Cape  Carbonara,  blow- 
ing fresh,  with  a  heavy  sea,  so  that  I  stand  no  chance  of 
closing  with  Sardinia  to  day.     I  have  sent  a  Frigate  to  both 
Cagliari  and  the  Island  of  St  Pierres,  to  try  and  get  informa- 
tion ;  and  although  I  have  only  one  Frigate  with  me,  I  send 
her  to  your  Excellency,  that  you   may  be  put  upon  your 
guard,  in  case  the  Enemy  are  bound  to  Sicily ;  and  I  beg 
that  you  will  send  likewise  to  Naples,  in  case  their  passing 
the   South   end   of  Sardinia  should  be  a  feint  in  order  to 
deceive  me.     But  I  rather  think  they  believe  I  am  off  Cape 
St  Sebastians,  where  I  am  often  forced  to  take  shelter.     If 
the  French  have  had  similar  winds  to  us,  it  was  impossible 
they  could  be  round  Toro  before  the  morning  of  the  20th ; 
and  since  that  time,  till  this  morning,  they  have  had  no  winds 
which  would  allow  them  to  weather  Maritime,  if  they  are  des- 
tined for  either  Egypt  or  the  Morea.     It  is  almost  impossible 
they  can  have  passed  us  and  gone  to  Naples;  and  I  am  at  this 
moment  in  the  b^st  possible  position  for  intercepting  them, 
should  that  be  their  destination. 

I  must  be  guided  in  all  my  future  movements  by  informa- 
tion which  I  may  receive ;  therefore  I  can  only  assure  your 
Excellency  of  my  ardent  desire  to  fall  in  with  them,  and  that 
no  exertion  of  mine  shall  be  wanting  to  annihilate  them.  I 
ever,  with  the  highest  respect,  your  Excellency's  most  obedient 
and  faithful  servant.  Nelson  and  fiaoNTE. 


TO  SIR  ALEXANDER  JOHN  BALL,  BART.,  MALTA. 

[Autograph,  in  the  possession  of  Sir  William  Keith  Ball,  Bart.] 

Victory,  January  22nd,  1805,  8  a.m.,  10  Leagues  East  of 

Cape  Carbonara. 

My  dear  Ball, 
I  send  you  a  copy  of  my  letter  to  Sir  John  Acton,  which 
tells  all  I  know,  and  I  send  you  a  copy  of  Captain  Moubray's 
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Logy  therefore  all  I  have  to  request  of  700  is,  to  advise  Cap- 
tain Schomberg,  whom  I  have  ordered  to  consult  you,  to  send 
to  every  position  you  can  think  of  to  get  information.  If 
they  are  passed  by  Cape  Bon,  I  should  think  they  would 
know  it  at  Tunis.  What  would  I  give  to  know  where  they 
are  bound  to,  or  to  see  them ! — the  result  of  a  meeting  I 
should  be  a  wretch  to  doubt.  I  am  naturally  very  anxious, 
therefore  you  must  fbigive  my  short  letter. 

11  A.M. — The  Seahorse  saw  yesterday,  at  3  p.m.,  a  French 
Frigate  off  Pula,  but  it  was  so  thick  that  he  could  not  see 
three  miles  distant,  therefore  could  not  make  out  the  French 
Fleet.  We  have  a  dead  foul  wind  and  heavy  sea.  I  cannot, 
for  want  of  Frigates,  send  off  this  letter.  I  am  ever,  my  dear 
Ball,  yours  most  faithfully. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


DL\RY. 

[From  Clarke  and  M*Arthiir,  toI.  ii.  p.  393.] 

22iid  Juinary,  ISa*). 

We  had  in  the  morning  very  heavy  squalls  irom  the  West- 
ward; Seahorse  in  sight  coming  down.  At  half-past  nine, 
she  made  the  signal  that  she  had  been  chased  by  the  Enemy's 
Frigates;  and  at  ten,  that  she  had  '  Intelligence  to  commu- 
nicate.' At  eleven.  Captain  Boyle  informed  me,  that  yester- 
day afternoon,  at  three  o'clock,  he  had  seen  a  French  Frigate 
standing  in  for  Pula,  but  it  was  so  thick  he  could  not  discern 
the  French  Fleet,  and  it  blew  a  heavy  gale  of  wind  at  S.S.W. 
I  sincerely  pray  for  a  favoiurable  wind ;  for  we  cannot  be  more 
than  twenty  leagues  irom  them,  and  if  Cagliari  be  their  object, 
and  the  Sajxies  will  but  defend  their  Capital,  we  shall  be  in 
time  to  save  them :  pray  God  it  may  be  so. 


TO  HIS  EXCELLENCY  HUGH  ELLIOT,  ESQ.,  NAPLES. 
[Autograph,  in  the  Elliot  Papers.] 

Victory,  Qulf  of  Cagliari,  January  25th,  1805. 

My  dear  Sir, 
I  send  your  Excellency  a  copy  of  my  letter  to  Sir  John 
Acton,  which  will  tell  you  all  I  know.     If  the  French  Fleet 
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is  gone  to  Naples,  you  will  never  get  this  letter.  If  they  are 
not,  it  will  be  pleasant  to  know  my  position,  and  that  I  must 
cover  Messina  by  my  going  to  the  Eastward.  I  shall  probably 
push  for  the  Morea,  and  heel  of  Italy,  should  they  be  des- 
tined to  carry  across  the  Adriatic  the  Army  in  the  Kingdom 
of  Naples.  But  God  knows  their  intentions ! — ^perhaps  it  may 
be  Egypt  again.  Pray  don't  keep  Captain  Boyle  one  moment, 
for  I  have  neither  Frigates  or  small  Vessels  with  me.  Present 
me  to  their  Majesties  as  most  anxious  to  defend  their  King- 
doms. You  will  believe  how  anxious  I  must  be.  I  am  ever, 
my  dear  Sir,  your  most  obliged  and  faithful  servant, 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  HIS  EXCELLENCY  SIR  JOHN  ACTON,  BART^  PALERMO. 

[From  a  Copy,  in  the  Elliot  Papers.] 
Victory,  standing  into  the  Gulf  of  Gagliari,  January  25th,  1805. 

My  dear  Sir  John, 

It  has  blown  a  heavy  gale  of  wind  from  the  S.S.W.  until 
this  morning,  when  I  am  oflF  the  Island  of  Serpentari.  From 
the  information  of  the  French  Frigates  standing  into  the  Gulf 
of  Cagliari,  I  sent  my  two  Frigates  to  watch  the  Enemy's 
motions,  or  to  get  me  some  information  of  their  movements : 
one  has  just  returned  with  no  information,  but  as  she  has  not 
communicated  with  Cagliari,  I  am  obliged  to  send  her  back. 
If  the  Vice-Roy  knows  nothing  of  them,  I  shall  push  direct 
for  Palermo,  in  case  Sicily  should  be  their  object ;  and  I  shall, 
the  moment  I  can  get  hold  of  any  other  Frigate,  send  her  to 
Naples,  with  orders  for  her  to  join  me  oflF  the  Faro  of  Mes- 
sina.  I  shall  then  be  at  hand  to  cover  Messina,  in  case  they 
should  pass  round  Cape  Passaro,  or  to  proceed  to  Naples  in 
case  they  are  in  that  Bay.  You  will  believe  my  anxiety.  I 
have  neither  ate,  drank,  or  slept  with  any  comfort  since  last 
Sunday. 

10  o'clock. — I  have  just  spoke  a  Vessel  which  left  the  Golf 
of  Palraa  last  night  The  Enemy's  Fleet  was  not  there.  I 
hope  to  have  my  answer  from  Cagliari  by  four  o'clock,  and  I 
hope  to  be  with  you  to-morrow.  Pray,  Sir  John,  tell  the 
Captain  all  you  know;  Captain  Bayntun   is   an   excellent 
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OBcer^  and  coi  leU  joa  »  iiiiic!i  mZ 

scrawl;  but  I  im  ever  jviiir  Excsileniij't  nua  "airnnii   ma 

obliged 


I  Irape  the  Goveour  of  JkqpmDi -vxIL  juE  £re  in  'lie?uE 
to  the  FrenciL  Fleet:  hue  iflie  iuca,  I  ffiail  m  -n  icii  ararg 
diciDy  for  I  mnwitpT  die  ^ip^fmrriiin  if  :ne  Zoexiy  ?  ITesr  ii' 
80  much  conacqiience,  due  I  ifnuiii  -TiiIiiiiE!7  ure  iaif  ii 
mine  bamt  to  edecc  cheir  ieAn&cnuiu  I  uzl  ji  a  :E7er.  lua 
send  I  maT  fizid  ciiem! 


TO  HIS  TxcxLLMscr  THE  T:i::H-ai:T  :f  fiini.T. 


Sir, 
The  difiimftifs  wkkn.  mne  dt  ai»  Miiearr'i  ams  mitier 
my  command  hsre  expeiigiimi  in  irrarnTnc  giarnne  3l  :iie 
Ports  of  SfcilTy  afehnngfa.  diej  vcre  cearij  ffinri^i  ai  die 
most  Uberal  waiiiuip,  cexuder  it  in  1 1  ■iim  dbr  xe  ju  *i*'TiMnrf 
in  the  name  of  mT  Soversqcu  chac  'Siriss  nxr  iie  fnadnxlTr 
given  to  all  the  GoveraflCL  Ac,  zl  che  'tjiBM^wir  Pua  .ic  Sdlj. 
that  all  Ships  haTing  m  j  Cernfieice  ^t  P.»^Hi  axaJ.  le 
itandT  entitled  to  the  xaott  i&eral  srarrmie,  jod  xesive "? 


between  our  most  cradocB  Sovereiizss  ao  jnsd^  ^nrr^^ 

to  expect;  and  I  beg  to  he  fixrcsoed  wiiL  a  ftny^trrare  enxsy  '^f 

the  Order.     I  ha^e  the  hoooor  to  bi 


PRIVATE  DIARY- 


Stromboli  bomt  Terr  strongly  throughout  the  night.  Paaed 
round  it  at  three  in  the  morning.  As  we  ran  outside  the  lipori 
Islands,  we  had  been  obliged  to  steer  EL  b  N.,  and  fiac  two 
hoars  E.N.E.  by  compass,  when,  by  the  Spanish  diart,  E» 
and  E.  b  S.  were  laid  down  as  the  proper  coarse. 
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TO  WILLUM  MARSDEN,  ESQ.,  ADMIRALTY. 

[Original,  in  the  Admiralty,  and  Autograph  draught,  in  the  possession  of  Miss 
Bolton,  of  Bumham.] 

Victory,  Faro  of  Messina,  January  29th,  1805. 

Sir, 

From  the  middle  of  December,  I  had  information  from 
various  places,  and  amongst  others,  from  the  King  of  Sardinia, 
that  the  French  were  assembling  Troops  near  Toulon,  and  had 
taken  some  of  the  best  Troops  and  a  corps  of  Cavalry  from  the 
Riviere  of  Genoa,     Captain  Capel  obtained  information  that 
every  Seaman  was  pressed  and  sent  to  Toulon.     On  the  16tb, 
the  Active  spoke  a  Vessel  from  Marseilles,  who  reported  that 
seven  thousand  Troops  embarked  on  board  the  French  Fleet. 
The  wind  had  been  nearly  fourteen  days  Easterly,  from  N.E. 
to  S.E. ;    therefore,  if  the  Enemy  had  been  bound  to  the 
Westward,  they  could  not  have  gone  with  a  fair  wind.     On 
the  18th,'  the  Enemy  put  to  sea,  steering  for  the  South-end  of 
Sardinia.  On  the  19th,  I  was  informed  of  it,  and  put  to  sea 
from  the  Madalena  Islands,  that  evening.    On  the  21st,  a 
French  Frigate  was  seen  off  the  South-end  of  Sardinia  by  the 
Seahorse ;   but  the  weather  was  so  thick  and  gale  so  strong, 
that  Captain  Boyle  could  not  see  their  Fleet,  and  he  joined 
me  the  22nd  with  the  information ;   but  it  was  from  heavy 
gales  the  26th,  before  I  could  communicate  with  Cagliari,  at 
which  place  they  knew  nothing  of  the  Enemy.     On  the  same 
day,  the  Phoebe  joined  with  information  that  a  French  Ship 
of  eighty  guns  had  put  into  Ajaccio  on  the  1 9th,  in  the  even- 
ing,  with  the   loss  of  her   topmasts,   and   otherwise   much 
crippled.      The  Seahorse  was  detached  to  Naples  the  25th, 
with  information. 

On  the  28th,  1  was  off  Palermo  and  communicated  with  Sir 
John  Acton ;  and  the  news  which  the  Court  of  Naples  has 
from  Paris  of  January  5th,  makes  them  fear  that  Sicily  might 
be  the  object  of  the  Enemy's  armament 

•  On  the  12th  of  February,  1805,  Lord  Nelson  sent  a  duplicate  of  this  dispatch, 
to  which  he  made  the  following  addition : — "  N.B.  I  now  know  that  the  Enemy's 
Fleet  came  out  of  Toulon  on  the  17th  of  January,  with  a  gentle  breeze  from  the 
N.W.,  and  waited  between  that  and  the  Hid^s  Islands  until  the  breeze  freshened 
on  the  18th,  when  they  proceeded  with  a  strong  gale. — Nelson  and  Bronte." 
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One  of  two  thii^  must  hmre  happened,  dut  esdier  ike 
French  Fleet  most  have  pot  back  aippled,  or  that  ther  a« 
gone  to  the  Eastward,  {xobablj  to  E^rpt,  therefere,  I  find  do 
difficulty  in  parBoii^  the  line  of  ooo^ict  I  hare  adopmL  If 
the  Enemy  have  pat  back  crippled,  I  oould  nerer  omtake 
them,  and  therefore  I  can  do  no  hann  in  f<cHng  to  die  East- 
ward ;  and  if  the  Enemy  are  gone  to  the  EaECward,  1  am  liAt, 
My  future  movements  must  be  guided  by  s:och  infonnatioQ  v 
I  may  be  able  to  obtain,  but  their  Lonkhips  may  rely  that 
every  exertion  shall  be  used  to  find  them  out  and  bring  them 
to  Battle.     I  am.  Sir,  &c. 


TX>  SIR  iU^XXAXDEA  JOHX  BALI,  BART«  MALTA. 

[Autogr^h,  in  the  poawmioB  of  Sir  WDEia  Ktiih  BiZL  BarL.] 

My  dear  Ball, 

The  French  Fleet  may  possibly  be  severely  crippled,  and 
put  into  various  Ports.  On  the  22nd,  in  the  evening,  in  a 
gale  W.  S.  W.  the  Hydra  saw  three  large  Ships  running 
along  shore  towards  St  Florenzo ;  but  as  Captain  Mundv  did 
not  know  the  Enemy's  Fleet  had  sailed,  he  thought  thev  might 
be  some  of  our  Ships. 

I  have  sent  Morgiana  to  look  into  Elba  and  St.  Fiorenzo, 
then  to  drop  a  letter  for  me  either  at  Madalena,  St.  Fienes, 
or  Cagliari,  and  proceed  to  Malta,  Bittern  to  Tunis  and 
Pantalaria,  then  to  JSIalta ;  Seahorse  round  Cape  Corse,  or 
through  the  Madalena  Islands,  off  Toulon.  Hydni  round  the 
South  end  of  Sardinia,  or  Madalena  off  Toulon.  Active, 
orders  left  at  Messina,  round  either  end  of  the  Islands  or 
through  Bonifaccio,  off  Toulon.  Each  ordered  to  send  letters 
for  me  to  St  Pierres,  Madalena,  and  Cagliari,  and  to  Malta 
— Termagant  to  cruize  off  Toro  fourteen  days.  Phoebe 
to  Coron,  round  by  Goza  of  Candia.  I  shall  proceed  as 
winds,  or  information,  or  the  getting  no  information  may 
make  me  judge  proper ;  you  shall  hear  of  me.  If  I  return 
I  shall  call  perhaps  off  Malta,  but  that  must  be  very  uncertain. 
Celerity  in  my  movements  may  catch  these  fellows  yet     By 
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reports  of  Vessels  from  Toulon,  taken  by  Termagant,  eleven 
Sail  of  the  Line,  and  nine  Frigates  and  Corvettes — twenty 
Sail  of  Ships  in  the  whole.  I  shall  only  hope  to  fall  in  with 
them.  I  should  be  unworthy  of  my  Command  if  I  dared  to 
doubt  the  event  with  such  a  fine  Fleet  as  I  have  the  happiness 
of  commanding.  God  bless  you,  my  dear  Ball,  and  believe 
me  ever  your  most  sincere  and  faithful  friend. 

Nelson  and  Bbonte. 


TO 

[Autograph  draught,  in  the  possession  of  the  Reverend  Henry  Girdlestone.] 

Victory,  Febniary  Ist,  1805. 

Sir, 

As  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  the  Fleet  should  not 
be  separated  at  this  very  important  crisis,  I  rely  that  most  par- 
ticular attention  will  be  paid  in  order  to  prevent  it  But 
should  such  a  circumstance  unavoidably  take  place,  it  is  ab- 
solutely impossible  for  me  to  point  out  precisely  the  place 
where  the  Fleet  may  be  found,  as  my  movements  must  depend 
upon  such  information  as  I  may  receive.  My  present  intention 
is  to  proceed  off  Coron,  where  the  Phoebe  is  gone  for  informa- 
tion ;  then  off  Goza  of  Candia ;  then  probably  to  Alexandria ; 
and  not  finding  the  Enemy  in  any  of  those  places,  then  to 
return  to  the  Westward. 

You  must  therefore  exercise  your  judgment,  and,  as  a  last 
resource,  go  off  Valetta  harbour,  and  remain  there,  until  you 
hear  from,  or  of  me  ;  but  you  are  not  upon  any  consideration, 
short  of  absolute  distress,  to  go  into  the  harbour,  but  be  ready 
to  join  me  the  first  information  you  may  be  able  to  obtain 
where  to  find  me.     I  am.  Sir,  &c 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  WILUAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ.,  ADMIRALTY. 

[Original,  in  the  Admiralty.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  4th  February,  1805. 

Sir, 
The  Commissioners  for  taking  care  of  Sick  and  Wounded 
Seamen,  having  requested  that  I  would  cause  a  further  con- 


JIT.  46.^  LETTEB&  335 

tract  to  be  entered  into  with  Mr.  John  Bnudbent,  Mcrdamnt  at 
Mesrina,  fcr  twenty  thoosuid  gaUons  of  kmoo  juice,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  tluitj  thousand  preriouslT  agreed  for  by  Doctor 
Snipe  at  one  shilling  per  gallon,  cask  included,  I  bc^  tou  will 
be  so  good  as  acquaint  the  Loids  Commiasaoners  of  the  Ad- 
miralty, that  I  sent  Doctor  Snipe,  late  Phyacian  of  the  Fleet 
to  Messina,  with  directions  to  contract  with  the  said  Mr. 
Broadbent  fix*  twenty  thoosand  gallcms  of  lemon  juice  for 
HcHne  consumption,  and  ten  thousand  gallons  for  the  use  of 
the  Fleet  under  my  command,  which  he  has  with  much  atten- 
tion and  regard  to  the  Public  interest  settled  for  at  eighteen 
pence  per  gallcm,  inrtead  of  one  shillii^  formerly  contracted 
for.  This  increased  price  is  found,  upon  the  most  strict  inquiry^ 
to  be  just  and  necessaiy  to  cover  the  unavoidable  expense  at- 
tending the  squeezing  the  lemons,  which  Mr.  Broadbent  was 
not  aware  of  on  his  entering  into  the  first  Contract,  and  conse- 
quently will  be  a  considerable  loser  by  it. 

I  therefore  judge  it  necessary  to  send  you  the  copy  of  Mr. 
Broadbent*s  letter  to  Doctor  Snipe,  and  also  of  the  late  Phy- 
sician's letter  to  me  on  this  subject,  and  request  you  will  be 
pleased  to  lay  them  before  their  Lordships  for  their  informa- 
tion, and  move  them  to  give  the  necessary  directions  to  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Sick  and  Hurt  Board,  to  allow  Mr. 
Broadbent  sixpence  more  per  gallon  for  the  thirty  thousand 
gallons  at  first  contracted  for,  that  he  may  not  be  a  loser  fix>m 
the  integrity  of  his  conduct. 

Mr.  Broadbent,  firom  every  information  I  have  received,  is  an 
honest  upright  man,  and  very  jusdy  entided  to  their  Liordships' 
consideration  on  the  present  occasion.  Doctor  Snipe,  as  he 
is  going  home,  will  furnish  the  Sick  and  Hurt  Board  with 
the  Contracts,  and  such  fiirther  information  on  this  subject 
as  the  Commissioners  may  deem  necessary.     I  am,  Sir,  &c. 

Nelson  ano  Bronts. 
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TO  SAMUEL  BRIGGS,  ESQ.,  BRITISH  PRO-CONSUL  AT 

ALEXANDRIA. 

[Duplicate,  in  the  possession  of  Samuel  Briggs,  Esq.] 

Victory,  February  4th,  1805. 

Sir, 
If  the  French  are  arrived  before  me,  you  will,  of  course, 
not  receive  this  letter;  if  they  are  not  arrived,  it  is  my  opinion 
they  are  dispersed  and  crippled  in  the  bad  weather  they  have 
experienced  since  their  leaving  Toulon.     I  have  wrote  the 
Governor  of  Alexandria   to  be   upon   bis  guard   against  a 
visit  from  those  gentry ;   for,  as  a  week  ago   they  bad  not 
either  arrived  in  Sardinia,    Naples,  or  Sicily,   I   still   think 
their  destination  is  either  Egypt  or  the  Morea.    I  may  chance 
to  fall  in  with  them  on  my  return ;  for  I  shall  pursue  the 
route  I  think  they  will  take;  but,  as  the  Governor  is  now 
put  upon  his  guard,  I  hope  he  will  take  every  means  in  his 
power  for  the  defence  of  Alexandria ;  and  in  particular,  to 
have  Vessels  ready  to  sink,  to  prevent  the  entrance  of  the 
French  Fleet  into  the  old  Port,  until  the  obstructions  were 
removed,  which  would  give  me  time  to  get  at  them.     The 
French  Fleet  sailed  on  the  18th  January,  with  from  8000  to 
10,000  Troops  embarked.     On  the   19th,  they  had  a  very 
heavy  gale  of  wind  to  the  Westward  of  Corsica  and  Sardinia. 
One  Ship  of  80  guns  put  into  Ajaccio,  crippled ;  three  others 
were  seen  steering  for  St  Fiorenzo.     On  the  21st,  some  of 
them  were  seen  off  the  South  end  of  Sardinia.     But  I  know 
that,  on  the  28th,  they  had  neither  been  in  Sardinia  or  Naples, 
and  I  was  at  Messina  on  the  30th ;  therefore,  they  are  either 
returned  to  Toulon,  or  are,  I  fear,  arrived  in  Egypt.     But 
even  in  that  case,  if  Alexandria  is  properly  defended,  it  can- 
not have  yet  fallen  into  their  hands,  or  their  Fleet  got  into 
the  Port.     If  the  Enemy  is  not  here,  I  shall  not  remain  one 
moment  on  the  Coast ;  you  will,  therefore,  by  the  return  of 
the  Boat,  give  me  all  the  information  you  have.     I  shall  be 
much  obliged  to  you  to  send  my  letter,  when  opportunity 
efforts,  to  Major  Misset,  at  Cairo.     I  am.  Sir,  with  great  re- 
spect, &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 
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TO  SAMUEL  BRIGGS,  ESQ^  BRITISH  PRO-CONSUL  AT 

ALEXANDRIA. 

[Autograph,  in  the  possesNon  of  Samuel  Briggx,  Esq.] 

Victory,  February  4th,  180S. 

Dear  Sir, 
I  sent  a  Frigate  with  my  letters  two  days  ago ;  but  I  see 
that  she  is  still  to  leeward,  and  cannot  get  up,  therefore,  I 
send  Duplicates.  If  nothing  is  known  of  the  French  Fleet  at 
Alexandria,  I  shall  instantly  return  to  the  Westward ;  there- 
fore, I  beg  that  the  Boat  may  not  be  detained,  nor  must  any 
communication  be  had  with  the  Officer,  so  as  to  put  the  Ship 
in  quarantine.  The  Officer  is  ordered  not  to  wait  more  than 
thirty  minutes;  for  you  will  readily  believe  my  anxiety  to 
find  out  the  Enemy's  Fleet  I  am,  dear  Sir,  with  great  re- 
spect, &C. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

There  is  very  little  news  as  to  the  active  movements  of  the 
contending  parties.  A  Continental  War  is  looked  upon  as 
certtdn. 

TO  WILUAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ^  ADMIRALIT. 

[Original,  in  the  Admiralty.    "  February  8th  [i.  e.,  7th.]    p.m.   At  6,  the  Pharos 
of  Alexandria  bore  S.£.  b  S.,  distance  7  leagues." — Victory's  Log.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  8th  February,  1805. 

Sir, 
1  herewith  transmit  you,  for  the  information  of  the  Lords 
Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  a  letter  from  Captain  Adair 
of  the  Marines  belonging  to  the  Victory,  Inspecting  Officer 
for  raising  Recruits  in  this  Country  for  the  Royal  Marines, 
together  with  a  List,  Number  1,  including  those  Recruits 
placed  to  the  Companies  of  such  as  have  died  and  deserted 
on  this  station,  and  of  those  placed  to  the  respective  Divi- 
sions, agreeable  to  their  Lordships'  instructions,  communi- 
cated to  me  in  your  letter  of  the  14th  September  1804.  Num- 
ber 2  contains  the  names  of  the  Recruits  sent  home  in  the 
Kent  and  Triumph,  agreeably  to  Sir  Evan  Nepean's  letter 
to  me,  dated  the  29th  September  1803,  an  extract  of  which 
accompanies  this,  directing  me  to  send  to  England  by  every 

VOL.  VI.  z 
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opportunity  the  surplus  Recruits  that  might  be  raised  more 
than  was  necessary  to  complete  the  diflTerent  Ships  of  the 
Squadron ;  and  in  order  to  meet  their  Lordships*  intentions^ 
(knowing  that  Marines  were  much  wanted  in  England,)  I 
suffered  the  new  raised  Recruits  on  board  the  Kent  and 
Triumph  to  go  to  England  in  those  Ships,  although  the 
Ship's  complements  remaining  on  the  station  were  not  all 
complete.  And  1  beg,  with  due  deference,  to  state,  firom  my 
experience  in  the  Mediterranean,  that  Italians  (who  in  any 
other  Country  are  faithful,  steady  men)  are  not  good  for 
anything  so  near  home,  as  they  are  constandy  crying  after 
it ;  and,  consequently,  seek  for  opportunities  to  desert  when- 
ever the  Ships  go  into  Port  It  will  not,  however,  during  the 
period  of  contagion  in  the  different  Ports  of  the  Mediterra- 
nean, (as  great  caution  is  necessary  in  receiving  Foreigners 
on  board  the  Fleet,)  be  possible  to  raise  so  great  a  number  as 
otherwise  would  have  been  done,  from  the  very  [great]  and 
unremitted  attention  of  Captain  Adair  to  this  service — most 
probably  not  more  than  may  be  sufficient  to  keep  the  com- 
plements of  the  different  Ships  complete.  Number  3  contains 
the  names  of  the  new  raised  men  serving  on  board  the  Ships 
named  in  the  margin,^  who  will  be  placed  to  vacant  Companies 
or  Divisions  the  moment  those  Ships  join,  and  the  regular 
Returns  are  made  to  Captain  Adair,  which  shall  afterwards  be 
transmitted  to  you  for  their  Lordships'  information.  I  am, 
Sir,  &c, 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  SIR  ALEXANDER  JOHN  BALL,  BART^  MALTA. 

[Aatograph,  in  the  possession  of  Miss  Collinsou.] 

Victory,  off  Gozo  of  Candia,  February  11th,  1805. 

My  dear  Ball, 
Although  I  have  not  yet  heard  of  the  French  Fleet,  and 
remain  in  total  ignorance  where  they  are  got  to,  yet  to  this 
moment  I  am  more  confirmed  in  my  opinion,  from  com- 
municating with  Alexandria,  that  Egypt  was  the  destination 
of  the  French  Armament  from  Toulon  ;  and  when  I  call  all 
the  circumstances  which  I  know  at  this  moment,  I  approve 

>  Eroellent,  Jono,  Phoebe,  Active,  Termagant. 
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(if  nobody  else  does)  of  my  own  conduct,  in  acting  as  I  have 
done.     We  know  the  success  of  a  man's  measures  is  the 
criterion  by  which  we  judge  of  the  wisdom  or  folly  of  his 
measures.     I  have  done  my  best     I  feel  I  have  done  right ; 
and  should  Ministers  think  otherwise,  they  must  get  somebody 
else  of  more  wisdom ;  for  greater  zeal  I  will  turn  my  back  on 
no  man.     The  following  are  the  circumstances  which  made 
me  form  my  opinion ;  and  the  situation  in  which  I  found 
Egypt,  warrants  the  judgment  I  had  formed.    On  these  points 
it  is  fidr  to  judge  me,  and  not  upon  what  it  is  now  known  the 
French  Fleet  have  done.     The  winds  had  blown  from  N.E. 
to  S.fl.  for  a  fortnight  before  they  sailed ;  therefore,  it  was 
fcir  to  presume  they  were  not  bound  to  the  Westward.     On 
the  17th,  they  came  out  of  Toulon  with  gentle  breezes  at 
N.N. W.,  and  lay  between  [Giens?]  and  the  Ilieres  Islands  till 
the  gale  set  in  on  the  18th,  in  the  afternoon.     Had  they  been 
bound  to  Naples,  it  would  have  been  better  for  them  to  have 
gone  to  the  Eastward,  along  their  own  Coast  in  fine  weather, 
with  friendly  ports  open  to  them.      If  Cagliari  was   their 
object,  although  I  think  of  very  great  importance,  yet  their 
Fleet  ran  the  risk  of  a  Battle,  and  the  event,  I  fancy,  they 
hardly  doubt     Almost  as  much  might  be  said  of  Sicily ;  for 
if  the  French  Army  took  Naples,  the  King  would,  I  think, 
subscribe  to  such  terms  as  Buonaparte  would  dictate :  how- 
ever, I  did  not  choose  to  nm  that  risk,  but  assured  myself 
they  had  neither  gone  to  Sardinia,  Naples,  nor  Sicily.     The 
French  sailed  with  a  strong  gale  at  N.W.  and  N.N.  W.,  steering 
South  or  S.W.,  on  the   19th.     One  of  their  Ships  put  into 
Ajaccio,  crippled.     On  the  21st,  Boyle  saw  a  French  Frigate 
off  the  South  end  of  Sardinia,  probably  looking  for  stragglers; 
they  might  have  been  crippled  and  dispersed  in  the  very  heavy 
gale  in  which  they  left  their  own  shore.     On  the  25th,  I  was 
off  Cagliari ;  on  the  30th,  the  Seahorse  joined  from  Naples ; 
the  same  day,  I  passed  the  Faro.     On  the  2nd  of  February, 
was  off  the  Morea;  on  the  7th,  was  off  Alexandria,  where  we 
found  three  Turkish  Frigates,  not  more  than  300  bad  soldiers, 
and,  in  short,  not  the  least  probability  of  making  a  defence 
had  they  been  so  inclined ;  but  600  l>oops  would,  without 
any  diflBculty,  have  taken  the  place.   The  Consul  told  Captain 
Uallowell,  that,  taking  us  for  the  French  Fleet,  the  Governor 
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and  Capitan  Bey  gave  all  up  for  lost  The  Frigates  intended 
to  fire  their  guns.  The  works  are  precisely  in  the  state  we 
left  them,  and  one  week's  work  of  the  French  would  make 
it  as  strong  as  ever.  The  Turks  and  Mamelukes  are  at  war 
in  Upper  Egypt ;  and  the  Albanians  have  left  the  Mamelukes, 
who  would  not  pay  them,  and  are  now  with  the  Turks.  These 
Troops  would  certainly  join,  (at  least,  the  greater  number,)  the 
French  Army.  Thus,  the  Mamelukes  for  their  friends,  (at 
least  for  the  moment,)  no  Turkish  Army  which  would  oppose 
them — Cairo  would  fall  as  easily  as  Alexandria ;  and  I  calcu- 
late the  French,  with  the  junction  of  part  of  the  Albanians, 
would,  within  a  week,  have  an  Army  of  13,000  men  ;  and  we 
know  there  would  be  no  difficulty  for  single  Polaccas  to  sail 
from  the  shores  of  Italy  with  300  or  400  men  in  each,  (single 
Ships ;)  and  that,  in  the  Northerly  winds,  they  would  have  a 
fair  chance  of  not  being  seen,  and  even  if  seen,  not  be 
overtaken  by  the  Russian  Ships.  Thus,  20,000  men  would 
be  fixed  again  in  Egypt,  with  the  whole  people  in  their 
favour.  Who  would  turn  them  out  ?  Therefore,  from  the 
whole  which  I  know,  I  have  not  a  shade  of  doubt,  but  that 
Egypt  was  the  original  destination  of  the  Toulon  Fleet,  when 
they  sailed  January  17  th,  1805.  You  are  tired  of  my  reason- 
ing ;  but  I  naturally  am  anxious  that  my  friends  should  see 
fairly  before  them  what  has  guided  my  proceedings ;  and,  be  I 
right  or  wrong,  I  have  acted  to  the  best  of  my  judgment; 
and  I  am  ever,  my  dear  Ball,  yours  most  faithfully. 

Nelson  and  Bkonte. 


TO  WILLIAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ^  ADMIRALTY. 

[Original,  in  the  Admiralty,  tnd  Antograpk  Draught  in  the  possession  of  Mn. 
Hogarth,  of  Yarmouth.] 

Victory,  off  tii«  West  End  of  Candia,  February  12th,  1805. 

Sir, 
In  addition  to  my  letter  of  January  29th,  off  the  Faro  of 
Messina,  I  have  to  inform  you,  that  on  the  31st,  the  Seahorse 
joined  me  from  Naples,  at  which  place  they  had  not  heani  of 
the  Enemy's  having  sailed  from  Toulon.  The  same  day, 
having  detached  the  Seahorse,  Hydra,  Active,  Bittern,  Mor- 
giana,  and  Termagant  in  all  directions  from  Tunis  to  Toulon, 
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both  on  the  Italian  shore,  and  to  the  Westward  of  Sardinia, 
the  Fleet  beat  through  the  Faro — a  thing  unprecedented  in 
nautical  history ;  but  although  the  danger  from  the  rapidity 
of  the  current  was  great,  yet  so  was  the  object  of  my  pursuit; 
and  I  relied  with  confidence  on  the  zeal  and  ability  of  the 
Fleet  under  my  command.  In  the  evening,  I  sent  the  Phoebe 
to  Coron  in  the  Morea  for  information,  and  on  the  2nd  of 
February,  I  was  off  the  Morea ;  but  no  intelligence  could  be 
obt^ned  of  the  French  Fleet :  but  the  Pacha  told  Captain 
Capel  that  the  French  Ambassador  had  left  Constantinople 
on  the  17th  or  1 8th  January. 

On  February  7th,  I  was  off  Alexandria ;  and  from  the  in- 
formation I  received  from  the  Pro-Consul,  Mr.  Briggs,  there 
can  be  no  doubt  but  six  hundred  men  would,  without  assist- 
ance, occupy  Alexandria.  Three  Turkish  Frigates  were 
in  the  Port,  and  not  more  than  300  bad  Troops  in  the 
Town ;  indeed,  nothing  was  less  thought  of  than  any  resist- 
ance. The  fortifications  were  precisely  as  left  them  by  the 
British  Army.  Mr.  Briggs  further  informed  me,  that  the  War 
still  contmued  in  Upper  Egypt  between  the  Turks  and  Ma- 
melukes ;  that  the  former  were  in  possession  of  Cairo,  as  the 
Albanians  had  left  the  Mamelukes,  (they  being  no  longer 
able  to  pay  them,)  and  joined  the  Turks ;  and  that  Elfi  Bey 
and  Osman  Bey  had  united  together.  From  this  information, 
with  the  knowledge  that  Lesseps,  the  French  Consul  in 
I^pt,  had  repeatedly  told  the  Mamelukes,  *  Whenever  you 
want  five  thousand  men  to  assist  you,  let  me  know,  and  in 
thirty  days,  the  First  Consul  will  land  them  in  Egypt ;'  and 
when  I  take  into  consideration  the  importance  of  Egypt  to 
France,  and  the  Jnjury  we  should  sustain  by  her  possessing 
that  Country,  I  have  not  the  smallest  doubt  but  that  the 
destination  of  the  French  Armament  which  left  Toulon  the 
17th,  and  the  Coast  of  France  the  18th  January,  was  Alex- 
andria ;  and,  under  all  the  circumstances  which  I  have  stated, 
I  trust  their  Lordships  will  approve  of  my  having  gone  to 
Egypt  in  search  of  the  French  Fleet     I  am,  Sir,  &c., 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 
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TO  VrSCOUNT  MELVILLE,  FIRST  LORD  OF  THE  ADMIRALTY. 

[From  Clarke  and  M'Arthur,  vol.  ii.  p.  396.] 

14th  February,  1805. 

Feeling,  as  I  do,  that  I  am  entirely  responsible  to  ray  King 
and  Country  for  the  whole  of  my  conduct,  I  find  no  difficulty 
at  this  moment,  when  I  am  so  unhappy  at  not  finding  the 
French  Fleet,  nor  having  obtained  the  smallest  information 
where  they  are,  to  lay  before  you  the  whole  of  the  reasons 
which  induced  me  to  pursue  the  line  of  conduct  I  have  done. 
I  have  consulted  no  man,  therefore  the  whole  blame  of  igno- 
rance in  forming  my  judgment  must  rest  with  me.  I  would 
allow  no  man  to  take  from  me  an  atom  of  my  glory,  had  I 
fallen  in  with  the  French  Fleet,  nor  do  I  desire  any  man  to 
partake  of  any  of  the  responsibility — all  is  mine,  right  or 
wrong.  Therefore,  I  shall  now  state  my  reasons,  after  seeing 
that  Sardinia,  Naples,  and  Sicily  were  safe,  for  believing 
that  Egypt  was  the  destination  of  the  French  Fleet;  and 
at  this  moment  of  sorrow,  I  still  feel  that  I  have  acted  right. 

1.  The  wind  had  blown  from  N.E.  to  S.E.  for  fourteen  days 
before  they  sailed ;  therefore  they  might  without  difficulty 
have  gone  to  the  Westward.  2.  They  came  out  with  gentle 
breezes  at  N.W.  and  N.N.W.  Had  they  been  bound  to 
Naples,  the  most  natural  thing  for  them  to  have  done  would 
have  been  to  run  along  their  own  shore  to  the  Eastward, 
where  they  would  have  had  Ports  every  twenty  leagues  of 
Coast  to  take  shelter  in.  3.  They  bore  away  in  the  evening 
of  the  18th,  with  a  strong  gale  at  N.W.  or  N.N.W.  steering 
S.  or  S.  b  W.  It  blew  so  hard  that  the  Seahorse  went  more 
than  thirteen  knots  an  hour,  to  get  out  of  their  way.  Desir- 
able as  Sardinia*  is  for  them,  they  could  get  it  without  risk- 
ing their  Fleet,  although  certainly  not  so  quickly  as  by  attack- 
ing Cagliari however,  I  left  nothing  to  chance  in  that 

respect,  and  therefore  went  off  Cagliari ....  Having  afterwards 
gone  to  Sicily,  both  to  Palermo  and  Messina,  and  thereby 
given  encouragement  for  a  defence,  and  knowing  all  was  safe 

'  "  In  a  letter  to  Mr.  Consul  Magnon,  Lord  Nelson  gave  it  as  his  opinion,  thtt 
if  the  weather  had  been  fine,  he  should  have  fallen  in  with  the  French  Fleet  off 
the  Island  of  Toro." — Clarke  and  M' Arthur y  vol.  ii.  p.  300. 
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at  Naples,  I  had  only  the  Morea  and  Egypt  to  look  to :  for 
although  I  knew  one  of  the  French  Ships  was  crippled,  yet  I 
considered  the  character  of  Buonaparte ;  and  that  the  orders 
given  by  him,  on  the  banks  of  the  Seine,  would  not  take  into 
consideration  winds  or  weather ;  nor  indeed  could  the  accident 
of  even  three  or  four  Ships  alter,  in  my  opinion,  a  destination 
of  importance :  therefore  such  an  accident  did  not  weigh  in 
my  mind,  and  I  went  first  to  the  Morea,  and  then  to  Egypt. 
The  result  of  my  inquiries  at  Coron  and  Alexandria  confirm 
me  in  my  former  opinion ;  and  therefore,  my  Lord,  if  my  ob- 
stinacy or  ignorance  is  so  gross,  I  should  be  the  first  to  recom- 
mend your  superseding  me ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  if,  as  I  flat- 
ter myself,  it  should  be  found  that  my  ideas  of  the  probable 
destination  of  the  French  Fleet  were  well  founded,  in  the 
opinion  of  his  Majesty's  Ministers,  then  I  shall  hope  for  the 
consolation  of  having  my  conduct  approved  by  his  Majesty ; 
who  will,  I  am  sure,  weigh  my  whole  proceedings  in  the  scale 
of  justice.  The  Pacha  of  Coron  infonned  me,  that  the  French 
Ambassador  was  to  leave  Constantinople  on  the  17  th  or  18  th 
of  January,  which  tallying  with  the  sailing  of  the  French  Fleet, 
might  probably  be  a  plan  of  Buonaparte  not  to  subject  himself 
to  the  charge  of  invading  the  Country  of  a  friendly  Power,  as 
the  French  Government  had  been  charged  with,  when  he  went 

before  to  Egypt.     I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  WILUAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ^  ADMIRALTY. 

[Original  in  the  Admiralty.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  18th  February,  1805. 

Sir, 
It  being  six  years  in  April  next  since  His  Majesty's  Ship 
Royal  Sovereign  was  coppered,  and  it  being  extremely  foul 
and  worn  off  in  many  parts,  I  request  you  will  be  pleased  to 
communicate  the  same  to  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the 
Admiralty,  and  acquaint  them  that  she  has  very  much 
retarded  the  Squadron  in  its  pursuit  of  the  Enemy  to 
Alexandria.  I  therefore  submit  to  their  Lordships  the  pro- 
priety of  ordering  her  to  England,  and  replacing  her  with 
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another  Ship  for  the  reception  of  Rear- Admiral  Sir  Richard 

Bickerton's  flag,  for  it  is  perfectly  clear  in  the  event  of  falling 

in  with  the  Enemy's  Fleet,  in  a  situation  that  would  require  a 

long  chase  to  come  up  with  them,  the  services  of  the  Royal 

Sovereign  would  be  entirely  out  of  the  question,  as  she  could 

not  keep  company  with  the  other  Ships,  but  for  a  very  short 

time,  under  a  heavy  press  of  sail,  which   she  is  constantly 

obliged  to  carry,  and  which  naturally  hurts  and  strains  the 

Ship  very  much.     I  am,  Sir,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  WILLIAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ.,  ADMIRALTY. 

[Original,  in  the  Admiralty.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  2l8t  Febniary,  1805. 

Sir, 

I  herewith  transmit  you  for  the  information  of  the  Lords 
Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  a  letter  from  Captain  Schom- 
berg,  dated  the  13th  February,  giving  an  account  of  the 
capture  of  his  Majesty's  late  Sloop  Arrow,  and  Acheron, 
Bomb- Vessel,  on  the  4th  of  that  month  by  two  French  Frigates,' 
together  with  the  extract  of  the  Log  therein-mentioned;  also  a 
letter  from  Captain  Schomberg,  dated  19th  February,  with 
the  one  therein  alluded  to  from  Lieutenant  Coggan,  Agent 
for  Transports,  containing  further  particulars  of  the  un- 
fortunate loss  of  His  Majesty's  said  late  Vessels. 

The  circumstance  of  this  misfortune  can  only  be  attributed 
to  the  very  long  and  tedious  passage  of  the  Convoy  which 
sailed  from  Malta  on  the  4th  January,  and  the  Enemy  having 
no  doubt  gained  intelligence  of  them,  and  knowing  that  I  was 
in  pursuit  of  their  Fleet  (which  sailed  from  Toulon  on  the 
17th  ultimo)  had  sent  two  of  their  Frigates  to  the  Westward 
for  the  purpose  of  intercepting  them. 

The  two  Frigates  named  in  the  margin  *  are  to  the  West- 
ward; and  by  the  last  accounts  I  had  from  the  Fisgard,  she 
was  off  Malaga,  so  that  it  was  to  be  presumed  the  safety  of 
the  said  Convoy  was  little  to  be  doubted  as  far  as  Gibraltar. 
I  am.  Sir,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

^  Vide  p.  203,  ante.  *  Fisgard,  Amazon. 
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TO  WILLIAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ.,  ADMIRALTY. 

[Origiud,  in  the  Admiralty.  "  At  Noon,  Moritimo  N.  b  E.  J  E.,  nine  leagues." 
— Victory* i  Log."] 

Sir,  Victory,  at  Sea,  22nd  February,  180,'). 

Since  my  letter  of  the  1 2th  of  this  month,  I  have  to  acquaint 
you,  for  the  information  of  the  Lords  Comn  issioners  of  the 
Admiralty,  that  I  arrived  with  the  Fleet  ofl  Malta  on  the 
morning  of  the  19th  instant,  and  received  information  from 
Captain  Schomberg  of  the  Enemy's  Fleet  having  put  back  to 
Toulon  in  a  very  crippled  state  ;*  and  yesterday,  off  Maritimo, 
I  received  by  the  Bittern  the  accompanying  letter  from  Mr. 
Elliot,  his  Majesty's  Minister  at  the  Court  of  Naples,  which 
you  will  please  to  communicate  to  their  Lordships,  and  ac- 
quaint them  that  all  the  Frigates  and  other  Vessels  are  at 
present  detached  to  obtain  intelligence  of  the  Enemy's  Fleet, 
and  that  the  moment  I  receive  a  more  particular  account  of 
their  state,  I  shall  send  a  Sloop  of  War  with  information 
thereof  to  their  Lordships. 

The  Fleet  under  my  command  is  in  excellent  good  health, 
and  the  Ships,  although  we  have  experienced  a  great  deal  of 
bad  weather,  have  received  no  damage,  and  not  a  yard  or 
mast  sprung  or  crippled,  or  scarcely  a  sail  split.  I  am. 
Sir,  &c.  Nelson  and  Bronte. 

*  On  his  return  to  Toulon,  Admiral  VilleneuTe  wrote  a  dispatch  to  the  Minister  of 
Marine,  dated,  **  ler  pleu\io8e,  an.  xiii,"  i.  e.  21  January,  1803,  in  which  he  said: 
**  I  declare  to  you,  that  Ships  of  the  Line  thus  equipped,  sliort- handed,  encumbered 
with  troops,  with  superannuated  or  bad  materials,  vessels  which  lose  their  masts  or 
sails  at  every  puff  of  wind,  and  which,  in  fine  weather,  are  constantly  engaged  in 
repairing  the  damages  caused  by  the  wind,  or  the  inexperience  of  their  sailors,  are 
not  fit  to  undertake  anything.  I  had  a  presentiment  of  this  before  I  sailed ;  I  have 
now  only  too  painfully  experienced  it."  And  Monsieur  Thiers  odds,  **  Napoleou  was 
sensibly  displeased  on  hearing  of  this  useless  sortie.  *  What,'  said  he,  *  is  to  be  done 
with  Admirals  who  allow  their  spirits  to  sink,  and  determine  to  hasten  home  at  the 
first  damage  that  they  receive  ?  It  would  be  requisite  to  give  up  sailing,  and  to  remain 
wholly  inactive,  even  in  the  finest  weather,  if  an  Expedition  is  to  be  prevented  by  the 
separation  of  a  few  Vessels.  The  wliole  of  the  Captains,'  he  added,  *  ought  to  have 
had  sealed  orders  to  meet  off  thtt  Canary  Islands.  The  damages  should  have  been 
repaired  en  route.  If  any  Ship  leaked  dangerously,  she  should  have  been  left  at 
Cadiz,  her  crew  and  the  troops  being  transferred  to  L'Aigle,  which  was  in  that  Port, 
and  ready  for  sailing.  A  few  topmasts  carried  away,  some  casualties  in  a  gale  of 
wind,  were  everyday  occurrences.  Two  days  of  fine  weather  ought  to  have  cheered 
up  the  crews,  and  put  everything  to  rights.  But  the  great  evil  of  our  Navy  is,  that 
the  men  who  command  it  are  unused  to  all  the  risks  of  command.'  " — ThievM'  Uit- 
iory  of  the  Consulate  and  the  Empire j  vol.  v.  p.  150. 
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TO  REAR-ADMIRAL  SIR  RICHARD  BICKERTON,  BART. 

[From  Clarke  and  M* Arthur,  vol.  ii.  p.  399.  "  February  28th  [t.  «.  27th.]  pji. 
At  5'45,  came  to  with  the  best  bower  anchor  in  Pula  Roads,  (Sardinia).'* — Viciary't 
Log.] 

27th  Febroary,  1805. 

What  a  dreadful  thing,  not  either  to  get  hold  of  the  French 
Fleet,  nor  even  to  hear  of  them  since  their  return,  except 
from  Naples :  what  weather  I  Did  you  ever  see  such  in  almost 
any  Country?  It  has  forced  me  to  anchor  here,  in  order  to 
prevent  being  drove  to  leeward,  but  I  shall  go  to  sea  the  mo- 
ment it  moderates.     I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  WILLIAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ.,  ADMIRALTY. 

[Original,  in  the  Admiralty.  "  March  2nd  [i.  <•.  Ist]  p.m.  At  5,  arrired  the 
St.  Christopher,  a  Spanish  Cartel,  having  on  board  the  English  Consul  from  Minorca.** 
"  March  2ud,  a.m.  At  0*20,  weighed,  and  made  sail  out  of  Pula  Roads.  p.m.  Fresh 
gales  and  heavy  squalls.  At  3-30,  anchored  in  Pula  Roads.**  "  March  3rd.  a.m.  Light 
breezes.  At  6-15,  weighed,  and  made  sul  to  the  westward.  Squadron  in  company. 
P.M.  Strong  gales  and  squally.  At  3*30  anchored  in  Pula  Roads — Squadron  anchored 
as  convenient."  "  March  4th.  a.m.  Light  airs.  At  3'30,  weighed  and  made  sail  to 
the  W.S.W.   At  noon.  Squadron  in  company." — Victory'^  Log.] 

Sir,  Victory,  at  Sea,  4th  March,  IHOA. 

I  herewith  transmit  you,  for  the  information  of  the  Lords 
Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  copies  of  two  Reports  of 
survey  held  on  the  Officers  named  in  the  margin,*  belonging 
to  the  Swiftsure  and  Spencer,  together  with  copies  of  Orders 
given  to  Mr.  Robert  H.  Barclay'  and  Mr.  James  Harris'  to  act 
in  their  room,  which  I  request  you  will  be  pleased  to  lay  before 
their  Lordships  for  confirmation.  And  as  the  frequent  Surveys 
upon  Officers  may  appear  strange,  I  judge  it  proper  to  acquaint 
you  for  their  Lordships'  information,  that  the  most  strict 
regard  has  been  paid  to  prevent  this  measure  as  much  as 
possible,  and  in  no  case  where  the  least  probability  of  recovery 

'  Lieutenant  William  Marcus  Courtenay,  Lieutenant  James  Proctor.  The 
former  of  these  Officers  was  made  a  Commander  in  1810,  and  died  between  1816 
and  1820;  and  the  latter  died  before  1814. 

'  Mr.  Robert  Ileriot  Barclay :  he  was  made  a  Commander  in  1813,  Posted  in 
1824,  and  died  in  1837. 

•  Mr.  James  Harris :  he  was  wounded  while  Lieutenant  of  the  Spencer,  in  Sir 
John  Duckworth's  Action,  in  1806,  and  appears  to  have  died  a  Lieutenant  before 
1800. 
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in  this  Country  remained,  has  an  0£Bcer  been  condemned  as 
unserviceable ;  but  as  you  will  observe  from  the  different 
Reports  of  Survey,  that  rheumatism  and  consumption  (which 
bring  on  general  debility)  are  the  prevailing  complaints,  and 
from  which  there  is  no  recovery  in  this  Country,  as  clearly 
established  from  experience,  and  confirmed  by  all  the  medical 
opinions ;  I,  therefore,  trust  their  Lordships  will  be  perfectly 
satisfied  that  no  countenance  has  been  given  to  the  Surveying 
of  OflScers,  and  that  my  General  Orders  on  this  service  are 
most  strict,  a  copy  of  which  I  also  herewith  enclose  for  their 
Lordships'  information,  together  with  a  list  of  Commissions, 
Warrants,  and  Acting  Appointments,  which  I  have  given  to 
the  OflScers  therein  mentioned,  since  the  16th  August,  1804, 
which  you  will  be  pleased  to  lay  before  their  Lordships  for 
confirmation.     I  am.  Sir,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


GENERAL  ORDER. 

[Enclosed  and  referred  to  in  the  preceding  Letter.] 

Whereas,  Captain  ,  of  His  Majesty's  Ship 


has  represented  to  me  by  letter  of  this  date,  that  Lieutenant 
A.  B.  of  the  said  Ship  is  afflicted  with  rheumatism  and 
other  complaints,  which  render  him  incapable  of  doing  his 
duty,  and  there  being  no  prospect  of  his  recovery  in  this 
Country,  has  requested  that  I  would  order  the  said  Lieutenant 
to  be  surveyed.  You  are  therefore  hereby  required  and 
directed  to  repair  immediately  on  board  His  Majesty's  Ship 

,  taking  to  your  assistance  the  Captains  of  His  Majesty's 

Ships  named  in  the  margin.  Doctor  Gillespie,  Physician  of 
the  Fleet,  together  with  your  respective  Surgeons;  and  as 
great  inconvenience  may  arise  to  the  Service  from  Officers 
quitting  their  Ships  on  Foreign  Stations,  and  the  Lords  Com- 
missioners of  the  Admiralty  having  very  strongly  marked 
their  disapprobation  thereof,  it  is  my  positive  directions  that 
you  most  strictly  survey  and  examine  into  the  state  of  health, 
and  nature  of  the  complaints  with  which  the  said  Lieutenant 
x\.  B.  is  afilicted,  reporting  to  me  from  under  your  hands 
a  very  particular  account  of  his  complaints,  and  whether,  in 
your  opinion  there  is  any  probable  chance  of  his  recovery  in 
this  Country.  Nelson  and  Bbonte. 


348  LETTERS.  [1805. 


TO  SIR  ALEXANDER  JOHN  BALL,  BART. 

[Autograph,  in  the  possession  of  Sir  William  Keith  Ball,  Bart.  **  March  7th. 
A.M.  At  8*10  a  Cartel  came  into  the  Squadron  with  Spanish  Colours  at  the  fore, 
and  Union-jack  at  the  main,  the  Ship  having  American  Colours  at  the  mizen  peak. 
At  11*20,  anchored  in  the  Bay  of  Rousse,  to  the  Eastward  of  Cape  FaTolaro. 
Fresh  gales  and  cloudy  weather.  Squadron  in  company,  part  of  them  at  anchor. 
March  8th.  a.m.  Moderate  hreezes  and  cloudy.  At  10,  weighed  and  made  saiL 
P.M.   At  5*46,  anchored  in  the  Gulf  of  Palma." — Victory's  Log.] 

Victory,  Gulf  of  Pahna,  March  8th,  1805. 

My  dear  Ball, 

From  the  19th  February  to  this  day  have  we  been  beating, 
and  only  going  now  to  anchor  here,  as  it  blows  a  gale  of  wind 
at  N.W.  It  has  been,  without  exception,  the  very  worst 
weather  I  have  ever  seen.  In  addition  to  my  other  mishaps, 
(I  must  not  call  them  misfortunes,)  Captain  Layman,'  of  his 
Majesty's  Sloop  late  Raven,  arrived  in  a  Flag  of  Truce  from 
Cadiz,  where  that  Sloop  was  wrecked  on  the  night  of 
January  29th,  in  a  gale  of  wind.  The  humane  and  kind 
attention  of  the  Captain- General  of  Andalusia,  the  Marquis 
of  Solano,  has  been  so  great  to  these  unfortunate  people,  and 
his  sending  them  to  me,  (I  beheve  without  the  absolute  con- 
dition  of  their  being  Prisoners  of  War,)  that  I  cannot  suffi- 
ciently return  his  kindness.  I  have  wrote  to  Captain  Lamb 
to  liberate  instantly  the  Captain  and  Officers  of  the  Ventura. 

Captain  Layman  left  Portsmouth  January  21st,     He  had 

'  Captain  Layman  has  heen  before  mentioned.  His  narrative  of  the  loss  of  hif 
Sloop  will  be  found  in  the  **  Naval  Chronicle,"  vol.  xxxviii.  p.  4,  together  with 
honourable  testimonies  to  his  exertions  and  skill,  from  the  Marquis  de  la  Solano, 
and  Mr.  Duff,  the  English  Consul  at  Cadiz.  A  Court-Martial,  however,  considered 
that  "  there  appears  to  have  been  a  great  want  of  necessary  caution  in  Captain  Lay- 
man, in  approaching  the  land,  and  the  Court  doth  therefore  adjudge  the  said  Captain 
Layman  to  be  severely  reprimanded,  and  put  at  the  bottom  of  the  List  of  Com- 
manders." It  is  said  that  this  severe  Sentence  was  wholly  unexpected  by  Lord 
Nelson ;  and  as  he  had,  from  humane  consideration  for  the  OlScei  cf  the  Watch, 
induced  Captain  La>7nan  to  omit  a  severe  reflection  upon  him  in  his  narrative,  saying, 
"  If  this  is  laid  before  the  Court,  they  will  hang  the  Officer  of  the  Watch,"  his  Lord- 
ship considered  himself  to  have  been,  in  some  degree,  the  cause  of  that  decision. 
This  fact,  and  his  strong  predilection  for  Captain  Layman,  explains  the  interest  he 
took  in  that  Officer's  behalf.  See  a  long  statement  on  the  subject  in  the  **  Naval 
Chronicle,"  vol.  xxxviii.,  and  in  Marshall's  "  Naval  Biography,"  vol.  iii.  p.  328, 
et  Meq.  This  able  and  zealous,  but  not  always  judicious.  Officer  never  recovered 
his  place  on  the  Commander's  List,  and  it  is  stated  that  he  "  terminated  his  exist- 
ence in  the  year  1826." 


JBT.  46.]  LETTER&  349 

dispatches  for  Sir  John  Ordc,  Gibraltar^  and  the  mail  for  me, 
and  dispatches  for  me  and  for  Malta ;  but  all  are  gone  to  the 
bottom,  I  hope.  The  Brig  got  into  Cadiz,  and  the  exertions 
of  the  Captain,  Officers,  and  men,  seem,  by  the  accounts,  to 
have  been  wonderful.  He  is  to  be  tried  to-morrow.  I  send 
you  the  King's  speech,  which  Duff  sent  me  from  Cadiz. 

You  will  suppose  my  misery ;  it  is  at  its  full,  and  must 
change :  but  I  am  ever,  my  dear  Ball,  your  most  obliged  and 
faithful  friend. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

Lord  Comwallis  goes  to  India. 

Sir  J.  Warren  a  Vice- Admiral,  to  India. 


TO  LADY  HAMILTON. 

[From  "  Lord  Nelson's  Letters  to  Lady  Hamilton/'  vol.  ii.  p.  87.  "  March  9th. 
A.M.  At  8*15,  weighed  and  mode  sail.  At  0*10,  Light  airs,  inclinable  to  calm— . 
Anchored.  Boyal  Sovereign  made  the  signal  for  a  Court- Martial,  p.m.  At  5, 
weighed  and  made  sail.     Standing  between  Vache  and  the  main." —  Victory's  Log,"] 

Victory,  March  9th,  1805. 

I  do  assure  you,  my  dearest  Emma,  that  nothing  can  be 
more  miserable,  or  unhappy,  than  your  poor  Nelson.  From 
the  19th  of  February,  have  we  been  beating  from  Malta  to  off 
Pal  ma ;  where  I  am  now  anchored,  the  wind  and  sea  being 
so  very  contrary  and  bad.  But  I  cannot  help  myself,  and  no 
one  in  the  Fleet  can  feel  what  I  do :  and,  to  mend  my  fate, 
yesterday  Captain  Layman  arrived — to  my  great  surprise — 
not  in  his  Brig,  but  in  a  Spanish  Cartel ;  he  having  been 
wrecked  off  Cadiz,  and  lost  all  the  dispatches  and  letters. 
You  will  conceive  my  disappointment  I  It  is  now  from 
November  2nd  that  I  have  had  a  line  from  England.  Cap- 
tain Layman  says,  he  is  sure  the  letters  are  sunk,  never  to  rise 
again ;  but,  as  they  were  not  thrown  overboard  until  the 
Vessel  struck  the  rock,  I  have  much  fear  that  they  may  have 
fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  Dons. 

My  reports  from  off  Toulon,  state  the  French  Fleet  as  still 
in  Port ;  but  I  shall  ever  be  uneasy  at  not  having  fallen  in 
with  them.  I  know,  my  dear  Emma,  that  it  is  in  vain  to 
repine ;  but  my  feelings  are  alive  to  meeting  those  fellows, 
after  near  two  years'  hard  service.     What  a  time  I     I  could 
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not  have  thought  it  possible  that  I  should  have  been  so  long 
absent ;  unwell,  and  uncomfortable,  in  many  respects.  How- 
ever, when  I  calculate  upon  the  French  Fleet's  not  coming  to 
sea  for  this  summer,  I  shall  certainly  go  for  dear  England, 
and  a  thousand  [times]  dearer  Merton.  May  heaven  bless 
you,  my  own  Emma.  I  cannot  think  where  Sir  William  Bolton 
is  got  to ;  he  ought  to  have  joined  me  before  this  time.  I 
send  you  a  trifle,  for  a  birth-day's  gift  I  would  to  God,  I 
could  give  you  more ;  but  I  have  it  not.  I  get  no  Prize- 
money  worth  naming ;  but,  if  I  have  the  good  fortune  to  meet 
the  French  Fleet,  I  hope  they  will  make  me  amends  for  all  my 
anxiety ;  which  has  been,  and  is,  indescribable. 

How  is  my  dear  Horatia?  I  hope  you  have  her  under 
your  guardian  wing,  at  Merton.  May  God  bless  her  !  Cap- 
tain Layman  is  now  upon  his  trial.  I  hope  he  will  come  clear, 
with  honour.  I  fear  it  was  too  great  confidence  in  his  own 
judgment  that  got  him  into  the  scrape ;  but  it  was  impossible 
that  any  person  living  could  have  exerted  himself  more,  when 
in  a  most  trying  and  difficult  situation. 

March  lOth. 

Poor  Captain  L.  has  been  censured  by  the  Court :  but  I 
have  my  own  opinion.  I  sincerely  pity  him ;  and  have 
wrote  to  Lord  Melville  and  Sir  Evan  Nepean,  to  try  what 
can  be  done.     Altogether,  I  am  much  unhinged. 

To-morrow,  if  the  wind  lasts,  I  shall  be  off  Toulon.  Sir 
William  Bolton  is  safe ;  I  heard  of  him  this  morning.  I  hear 
that  a  Ship  is  coming  out  for  him ;  but  as  this  is  only  rumour, 
I  cannot  keep  him  from  this  opportunity  of  being  made  Post; 
and,  I  dare  say,  he  will  cause,  by  his  delay,  such  a  tumble, 
that  Louis's  son,  who  I  have  appointed  to  the  Childers,  will 
lose  his  promotion ;  and  then  Sir  Billy  will  be  wished  at  the 
devil  1  But  I  have  done  with  this  subject :  the  whole  history 
has  hurt  me.  Hardy  has  talked  enough  to  him,  to  rouse  his 
lethargic  disposition.  I  have  been  much  hurt  at  the  loss  of 
poor  Mr.  Girdlestone  I*  He  was  a  good  man;  but  there  will 
be  an  end  of  us  all.  What  has  Charles  Connor  been  about  ? 
His  is  a  curious  letter !  If  he  does  not  drink,  he  will  do  very 
well.     Captain  Hillyar  has  been  very  good  to  him.     Colonel 

■  Apparently  the  fietther  of  the  Revereud  Henry  Girdlestone,  who  married  Lord 
Nelson's  niece,  Miss  Elizabeth  Anne  Bolton. 
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SocUing/  I  findy  has  sent  his  son  to  the  Mediterranean,  taking 
bim  from  the  Narcissus,  where  I  had  been  at  so  much  pains 
to  place  him.  I  know  not  where  to  find  a  Frigate  to  place 
him.  He  never  will  be  so  well  and  properly  situated  again. 
I  am  more  plagued  with  other  people's  business,  or  rather 
nonsense,  than  with  my  own  concerns.  With  some  diflSculty, 
I  have  got  Suckling  placed  in  the  Ambuscade,  with  Captain 
Durban,  who  came  on  board  at  the  moment  I  was  writing. 

March  3l8t. 

'  The  history  of  Suckling  will  never  be  done.  I  have  this 
moment  got  from  him  your  letter,  and  one  from  his  father. 
I  shall  say  nothing  to  him  ;  I  don't  blame  the  child,  but  those 
who  took  [him]  out  of  the  most  desirable  situation  in  the 
Navy.  He  never  will  get  into  such  another  advantageous 
Ship ;  but  his  father  is  a  fool ;  and  so,  my  dear  Emma,  that 
ends.  The  box  which  you  sent  me  in  May  1804,  is  just  arrived 
in  the  Diligent  Store-ship.  I  have  sent  the  Arms*  to  Palermo, 
to  Gibbs.  The  clothes  are  very  acceptable.  I  will  give  you 
a  kiss  for  sending  them.     God  bless  you  I     Amen. 

April  Ist. 

I  am  not  surprised  that  we  should  both  think  the  same 
about  the  kitchen ;  and,  if  I  can  afford  it,  I  should  like  it  to 
be  done ;  but,  by  the  fatal  example  of  poor  Mr.  Hamilton, 
and  many  others,  we  must  take  care  not  to  get  into  debt ;  for 
then  we  can  neither  help  any  of  our  relations,  and  [must]  be 
for  ever  in  misery.  But  of  this  we  [will]  talk  more,  when 
we  walk  upon  the  poop  at  Merton.  Do  you  ever  see  Admiral 
and  Mrs.  Lutwidge  ?  You  will  not  forget  me  when  you  do. 
To  Mrs.  Cadogan,  say  everything  that  is  kind;  and  to  all 
our  other  friends ;  and  be  assured  I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

As  I  know  that  all  the  Mediterranean  letters  are  cut  and 
smoked,  and  perhaps  read,  I  do  not  send  you  a  little  letter  in 
this ;  but  your  utmost  stretch  of  fancy  cannot  imagine  more 
than  I  feel  for  my  own  dear  Emma.     God  bless  you.    Amen. 

•  Vide,  vol.  iii.  p.  1. 

*  To  be  recorded  among  those  of  the  Nobility  of  Sicily. 
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TO  VISCOUNT  MELVILLE. 
[From  Clarke  and  M*Arthur,  toL  ii.  p.  397.] 

[No  date.     Apparently  about  the  9tli  March,  1805.] 

Those  gentlemen  are  not  accustomed  to  a  Gulf  of  Lyons 
gale,  which  we  have  buffeted  for  twenty-one  months,  and  not 
carried  away  a  spar.  I  most  sincerely  hope  they  will  soon 
be  in  a  state  to  put  to  sea  again.  Everybody  has  an  opinion 
respecting  the  destination  of  the  Enemy,  mine  is  more  fully 
confirmed  that  it, was  Egypt :  to  what  other  Country  could 
they  want  to  carry  saddles  and  arms?  I  yet  hope  to  meet 
them  before  I  go  hence.  I  would  die  ten  thousand  deaths, 
rather  than  give  up  my  command  when  the  Enemy  is  ex- 
pected every  day  to  be  at  sea.     I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  WILLIAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ.,  ADMIRALTY. 

[Original,  in  the  Admiralty.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  10th  March,  1805. 

Sir, 
I  herewith  transmit  you  the  sentence  of  a  Court-Martial, 
held  on  Captain  Layman,  the  Officers,  and  Company  of  his 
Majesty's  late  Sloop  Raven,  for  the  loss  of  the  said  Sloop  on 
the  30th  of  January  last,  which  I  request  you  will  be  pleased 
to  lay  before  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  for 
their  information ;  and,  at  the  same  time,  acquaint  their  Lord- 
ships, that  I  feel  it  my  duty,  in  justice  to  Captain  Layman,  to 
state,  from  the  information  I  have  received  of  this  unfortunate 
circumstance  irom  Mr.  Duff,  Consul  at  Cadiz,  and  also  the 
Marquis  de  la  Solano,  Captain-General  at  that  place,  that  the 
exertions  of  Captain  Layman  after  the  Raven  was  in  a  dan- 
gerous situation,  were  unequalled  by  anything  they  ever 
witnessed;  and  that,  notwithstanding  the  heavy  gale  of  wind 
which  she  encountered,  the  Raven  would  have  twice  got  clear 
off,  had  she  not,  in  the  first  instance,  carried  away  her  main- 
yard,  and  afterwards  parted  from  her  anchors.  1  have  exceed- 
ingly to  lament  Captain  Layman's  misfortune,  as  I  consider 
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his  present  loss  to  the  Service  a  very  great  one  indeed,  knowing 
from  experience  the  abilities  and  exertions  of  that  Officer.  I 
am.  Sir,  &c.  Nelson  and  Brontb. 


TO  VISCOUNT  MELMLLE.* 

[From  the  "  NetbI  Chronicle,'*  toL  xxxriil  p.  18.  the  **  Gentleiii«n*8  Magmzine;* 
ToL  Ixzx.  put  iL  p.  102,  tJkd  ManhaU's  *"  Naval  Biograpbrr  toL  iii.  p.  3.31.] 

My  dear  Lord,  victory,  at  Sea,  lOth  March,  !««>. 

I  inclose  some  remarks  made  by  Captain  Layman  whilst  he 
was  in  Spain,  after  the  very  unfortunate  loss  of  that  fine  Sloop, 
which  your  Lordship  was  so  good  as  to  give  him  the  com- 
mand o£  Your  Lordship  will  find  the  remarks  flow  from  a 
most  intelligent  and  active  mind,  and  may  be  useful  should 
any  expedition  take  place  against  Cadiz ;  and,  my  dear  Lord, 
give  me  leave  to  recommend  Captain  Layman  to  your  kind 
protection;  for,  notwithstanding  the  Court-Martial  has  thought 
him  deserving  of  gensure  for  his  running  in  with  the  land,  yet, 
my  Lord,  allow  me  to  say,  that  Captain  Layman's  misfor- 
fortune  was,  perhaps,  conceiving  that  other  people's  abilities 
were  equal  to  his  own,  which,  indeed,  very  few  people's  are. 

I  own  myself  one  of  those  who  do  not  fear  the  shore,  for 
hardly  any  great  things  are  done  in  a  small  Ship  by  a  man 
that  is;  therefore,  I  make  very  great  allowances  for  him. 
Indeed,  his  station  was  intended  never  to  be  from  the  shore 
in  the  Straits :  and  if  he  did  not  every  day  risk  his  Sloop,  he 
would  be  useless  upon  that  station.  Captain  Layman  has 
served  with  me  in  three  Ships,  and  I  am  well  acquainted 
with  his  bravery,  zeal,  judgment,  and  activity ;  nor  do  I  re- 
gret the  loss  of  the  Raven  compared  to  the  value  of  Captain 
Layman's  services,  which  are  a  National  loss. 

You  must,  my  dear  Lord,  forgive  the  warmth  which  I  ex- 
press for  Captain  Layman;  but  he  is  in  adversity,  and, 
therefore,  has  the  more  claim  to  my  attention  and  regard.  If 
I  had  been  censured  every  time  I  have  run  my  Ship,  or  Fleets 
under  my  command,  into  great  danger,  I  should  long  ago 
have  been  out  of  the  Service,  and  never  in  the  House  of  Peers. 
I  am,  my  dear  Lord,  most  faithfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

*  It  was  the  perusal  of  this  generous  and  characteristic  letter,  which,  many  years 
ago,  suggested  to  the  Editor  the  present  publication. 

VOL.  VL  A  A 
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TO  ALEXANDER  DAVISON,  ESQ. 

[Autograph,  in  the  possession  of  Colonel  Dmvison.] 

Victory,  March  11th,  1805. 

My  dear  Davison, 
You  will  readily  believe  that  my  heart  is  almost  broke  at 
not  having  got  hold  of  those  French  folks.  From  January 
19th  to  this  day,  I  have  not  been  to  be  envied.  Had  they 
not  been  crippled,  nothing  could  have  hindered  our  meeting 
them  on  January  2l8t5  off  the  South  end  of  Sardinia.  Ever 
since,  we  have  been  prepared  for  Battle :  not  a  bulk-head  up 
in  the  Fleet  Night  or  day,  it  is  my  determination  not  to 
lose  one  moment  in  attacking  them.  To  add  to  my  sorrow, 
the  Convoy  has  been  intercepted.  That  would  not  have 
happened,  could  I  have  ordered  the  Officer  off  Cadiz  to  have 
sent  Ships  to  protect  them.  But  when  I  tell  my  tale  of  all 
the  unpolite  conduct,  as  reported  to  me,  I  gity  the  man.  But 
it  is  impossible  it  can  go  on.  I  hear  I  am  not  to  be  allowed 
to  send  a  Vessel  even  with  my  dispatches  to  Lisbon  :  I  bear 
it  patiently.  When  I  see  Lord  Melyille  and  Nepean,  some- 
thing will  be  decided. 

The  French  Fleet  are  reported  not  to  have  disembarked 
their  Troops,  and  I  am  in  hourly  hopes  of  getting  at  them ; 
after  which,  I  shall  certainly  return  to  England.  But  I  shall 
never  quit  my  post  when  the  French  Fleet  is  at  sea,  as  a 
Commander-in-Chief  of  great  celebrity  once  did.  I  would 
sooner  die  at  my  post,  than  have  such  a  stigma  upon  my 
memory.  To  mend  matters,  poor  Captain  Layman  came  to 
me  in  a  Cartel,  having  lost  his  fine  Sloop,  and  I  only  hope  that 
all  dispatches  are  lost;  but  I  much  fear,  as  they  were  not  thrown 
overboard  till  the  Vessel  struck,  that  they  may  wash  on  shore. 
Layman  says  it  is  impossible.  He  was  tried  by  a  Court- 
Martial  the  day  before  yesterday ;  and,  to  my  great  surprise, 
severely  censured,  for  running  uncautiously  in  with  the  land. 
The  testimonies  of  his  exertions  to  save  the  Sloop  are  un- 
controvertible, and  were  never  exceeded.  I  know  too  well 
to  comment  upon  a  Sentence ;  but  if  running  in  with  the  land, 
to  rocks,  passing  narrow  and  dangerous  passages,  where  my 
Ship,  or  Fleets  intrusted  to  my  care,  might  have  been  lost,  is 
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a  fault,  I  have  been  guilty  of  a  thousand.  I  would  employ 
Layman  to-moirow  if  I  could ;  and  I  beg  that  you  will  men- 
tion him  with  kindness  to  our  friend  Nepean,  who  I  have 
giv^n  Captain  L.  a  letter  ta  I  am,  in  truth,  very,  very 
sad;  but  ever,  my  dear  Davison,  your  most  iaithful  friend. 

Nelson  and  Brontb. 

November  2nd,  my  last  letters  from  England.  I  hope  you 
are  entirely  mistaken  about  the  destination  of  the  intended 
Expedition.  Ten  thousand  times  more  important  are  fifty  other 
places  than  if  we  were  in  the  actual  capture  of  Mexico  or  Peru. 
We  want  a  War  that  will  make  a  Peace,  and  no  Conquests  there 
will  have  that  effect.  You  are,  my  friend,  a  man  of  business, 
and  I  am  not  surprised  at  Lord  Melville^s  attention  to  you. 
He  shows  hb  discernment  in  that,  as  he  does  in  everything 
he  undertakes.  Remember  me  kindly  to  Nepean.  I  have 
wrote  to  him  about  poor  Captain  Layman. 

I  am  sensible  of  your  goodness  in  paying  all  my  bills  for 

the  improvements  at  Merton,  which  I  will,  if  I  live,  or  have 

as  much   property,  repay  with  many  thanks.     But  I  fancy 

dear  Lady  Hamilton  wants  some  money  to  furnish  the  new 

part.     She  will  not  be  extravagant ;  therefore,  if  you  will  let 

her  have  the  money  foi'  it,  I  shall  feel  much  obliged.     May 

God  bless  my  dear  friend ;  and  be  assured  I  am  ever  your 

much  obliged  friend. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  CAPTAIN  BAYNTUN,  H.  M.  SHIP  LEVIATHAN. 
[Autography  in  the  possession  of  Miss  Bolton,  of  Bomhom.] 

Victory,  llth  March,  1805. 

Most  Secret  Memoranda. 
In  case  the  Fleet  should  not  be  able  to  get  to  Rendezvous 
102,  and  Lord  Nelson  would  have  Captain  Bayntun  proceed 
there,  he  wishes  to  give  the  directions  hereafter  mentioned. 
The  Fisgard  to  be  left  in  the  Command  off  Toulon,  to  watch 
the  Enemy,  with  such  other  Frigates — not  to  exceed  three — 
as  shall  be  there.  It  is  very  desirable  for  a  Frigate,  or  the 
Bittern  Sloop,  to  relieve  the  Thunder  Bomb  on  Rendezvous 
97,  and  the  Thunder  to  be  ordered  to  Rendezvous  98.     The 

A  a2 
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Childers  and  Renown  to  be  ordered  to  Rendezvous  98.  The 
Leviathan  to  proceed  to  Rendezvous  98,  which  is  the  General 
Rendezvous.  The  Phoebe  and  Hydra  are  ordered  to  pro- 
ceed to  Rendezvous  102,  and  between  that  Rendezvous  and 
Toulon,  to  relieve  Active  and  Seahorse,  who  must  want  water; 
therefore.  Captain  Bayntun  is  desired  to  give  them  a  present 
supply  of  that  article. 

I  shall,  if  possible,  make  my  appearance  off  Barcelona,  in 
order  to  induce  the  Enemy  to  believe  that  I  am  fixed  upon  the 
Coast  of  Spain,  when  I  have  evfery  reason  to  believe  they  will 
put  to  sea,  as  I  am  told  the  Troops  are  still  embarked.  From 
off  Barcelona  I  shall  proceed  direct  to  Rendezvous  98.  Should 
the  Leviathan  be  at  98  before  me,  and  find  there  either  Ter- 
magant or  Bittern,  it  would  be  very  desirable  to  have  a  Vessel 
fixed  ten  leagues  West  of  St.  Pierres,  in  case  the  French 
Fleet  should  not  steer  close  to  the  Island;  for  I  think  Egypt 
is  still  their  object.  Captain  Bayntun  will  keep  this  paper  a 
secret,  and  if  not  used,  return  it  to  me.  Captain  Bayntun 
will  be  telegraphed  when  he  is  to  proceed  upon  this  service, 
which  will  not  be  done  whilst  a  hope  remains  of  the  Fleet's 
getting,  in  any  reasonable  time,  to  Rendezvous  102. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  THE  SURGEON,  PURSER,  AND  CLERK*  OF  HIS  MAJESTY'S 

LATE  SLOOP  RAVEN. 

[From  a  copy  in  the  Admiralty.     "  March  12tli.     am.     Saw  tlie  high  land  otct 
Toulon,  bearing  N.  b  E." — Victory's  Log."] 

Sir,  Victory,  at  Sea,  12th  March,  1805. 

A  Report  having  reached  me  that  you  have  great  reason  to 
believe  that  a  paper  produced  by  Mr.  Edwards,  late  of  His 
Majesty's  Sloop  Raven,  and  sworn  by  him  to  be  a  copy  of  the 
Raven's  Log  on  the  day  and  night  alluded  to,  is  a  fabrication 
and  not  copied,  from  the  slate  on  which  the  Log  was  kept* 

*  "  N.B. — A  separate  letter  was  wrote  to  each." 
*  Captain  Layman,  in  a  letter  to  the  Admiralty,  requested  their  Lordships  to  take 
into  consideration  various  points  stated  therein,  one  of  which  was,  '*  Whether  the 
paper  from  which  the  Commander  received  censure,  produced  by  Mr.  Edwards  to 
the  Court,  as  a  copy  made  in  the  prison  from  the  Log-slate,  does  not  appear  invalid, 
from  the  statements  of  Messrs.  Bailey,  Soden,  and  Homiton  to  the  Commander-in- 
Chief  ?"—iVat;a/  Chronicle,  vol.  xxrviu.  p.  15. 
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If  the  report  made  to  me  has  any  truth  in  it,  I  desire  that  you 
will  communicate  the  circumstances  to  me,  that  an  inquiiy 
may  take  place  into  so  scandalous  andnnfamous  a  proceeding. 
I  am.  Sir,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bbonte. 


TO  WILUAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ.,  ADMIRALT\\ 

[Autognph,  in  the  Admiralty.] 
Victory,  18  leagneH  South  from  Toulon,  March  13th,  1805. 

Sir, 
Their  Lordships  arc  fully  aware  of  my  reasons  for  not  at- 
tending to  my  own  health  since  I  received  their  permission  to 
return  to  England  for  its  re-establishment.  I  do  assure  you 
that  no  consideration  for  Self  could  come  into  my  mind  when 
the  Enemy's  Fleet  was  sure  of  putting  to  sea,  and  they  arc 
now  perfecdy  ready  in  appearance  to  put  to  sea  again.  There- 
fore, although  I  have  suffered  very  much  from  anxiety  and  a 
very  stormy  winter,  yet  I  shall  either  stay  to  fight  them,  which 
I  expect  every  hour,  or  until  I  believe  they  will  not  come  to 
sea  for  the  summer,  when  I  shall  embrace  their  Lordships' 
permission  and  return  to  England  for  a  few  months  for  the 
re-establishment  of  a  very  shattered  constitution.      I  am. 

Sir,  &C. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  ALEXANDER  DAVISON,  ESQ. 

[Autogn^h,  in  the  poasefwion  of  Colonel  Davison.] 

Victory,  March  13th,  1809. 

My  dear  Davison, 
Everything  by  the  Raven  is  gone.  It  is  a  sad  loss,  but  I  cannot 
help  it.  Your  letter  of  January  7th,  by  the  Amphion,  I  received 
last  night,  and  I  am  glad  to  find  that  you  can  travel  as  far  as 
Wimbledon,  and  before  you  receive  this  letter,  you  will  again, 
thank  God,  be  a  freeman.  No  consideration  should,  was  I 
in  your  situation,  induce  me  to  go  into  Parliament  You 
must  soon  take  a  part,  and  thus  lose  many  of  your  present 
friends.     Nothing  has,  or  could  keep  me  here  one  moment. 
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but  the  sense  of  what  I  owe  to  myself,  my  King  and  Country. 
The  business  off  Cadiz  cannot  go  on,  and  the  Admiralty  will 
soon  find  it  out.  I  attribute  the  loss  of  the  Convoy  to  that 
cause,  and  we  shall  lose  more  if  it  is  continued.  Either  Sir 
John  Orde  should  command  all,  or  myself;  but  I  complain  not 
I  shall  mention  it  fully  when  I  get  home,  which  will  be  either 
the  moment  after  the  Battle,  or  that  I  believe  the  French  Fleet 
will  not  come  out  for  the  summer.  I  am  useless  if  I  die  ;  and 
for  what  should  I  ?  No,  I  have  wrote  to  the  Admiralty  my 
determination.  I  am  now  so  hectic,  that  I  run  a  great  risk  of 
never  recovering ;  and,  my  dear  Davison,  your  letter  has  hurt 
me  not  a  little.  It  conveys  to  my  mind  an  intimation,  that  I 
might  have  made  you  Agent  for  the  Mediterranean  Fleet  If 
I  have  that  power,  it  is  a  power  I  am  unacquainted  with;  nor 
do  I  see  how  it  is  possible.  But  we  shall  soon  talk  of  this, 
and  other  matters ;  and,  so  far  from  havitig  any  such  power,  I 
do  not  believe  that,  if  we  were  to  take  the  whole  French  Fleet, 
the  Agency  would  be  offered  to  me  in  toto,  and  less  I  would 
not  accept  for  you,  with  the  proviso  mentioned  formerly. 

There  is  nothing,  my  dear  Davison,  that  I  could  do  to  meet 
your  wishes,  that  I  should  not  rejoice  in  doing ;  and  I  only 
regret  that  I  cannot  do  impossibilities.  I  am  at  this  moment 
very  miserable,  and  am  not  to  be  envied.  My  friendship, 
regard,  and  affection,  for  you  is  unalterable,  and  I  am  truly 
sensible  of  all  the  obligations  I  owe  you.  I  am  very  glad  to 
hear  of  the  final  distribution  of  the  Copenhagen  Prize-money. 
You  cannot  conceive  the  insinuations  which  have  been  made 
to  me.  I  must  not  omit  to  mention  that  Sir  Richard  Strachao 
is  the  only  Captain  who,  when  stationed  outside  the  Straits, 
wrote  me,  that  he  should,  if  he  sent  any  Ship  to  England, 
make  you  his  Agent  But  I  have  done  with  this  subject, 
which  has  much  distressed  me.® 

'  This  letter  was  probably  continued  on  another  sheet,  which  has  not  bees 
found. 
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TO  VICE-ADMIRAL  COLLINGWOOD. 
[Aotogpraph,  in  the  possession  of  the  Honoonble  Mrs.  Newnham  CoUingwood.  J 

Victory,  March  13th,  1805. 

My  dear  Friend, 
Many,  many  thanks  for  your  kind  remembrance  of  me,  and 
for  yoar  friendly  good  wishes,  which,  from  my  heart,  I  can 
say  are  reciprocaL  I  am  certainly  near  going  to  Eng- 
land; for  my  constitution  is  much  shook,  and  nothing  has 
kept  me  here  so  long  but  the  expectations  of  getting  at  the 
French  Fleet  I  am  told  the  Rochfort  Squadron  sailed  the 
same  day  as  that  from  Toulon.  Buonaparte  has  often  made 
his  brags,  that  our  Fleet  would  be  worn  out  by  keeping  the 
sea — that  his  was  kept  in  order,  and  increasing  by  staying  in 
Port ;  but  he  now  finds,  I  fancy,  if  Emperors  hear  truth,  that 
his  Fleet  suffers  more  in  one  night,  than  ours  in  one  year. 
However,  thank  God,  the  Toulon  Fleet  is  got  in  order  again, 
and,  I  hear,  the  Troops  embarked;  and  I  hope  they  will 
come  to  sea  in  fine  weather.  The  moment  the  Battle  is  over, 
I  shall  cut ;  and  I  must  do  the  same,  if  I  think,  after  some 
weeks,  that  they  do  not  intend  to  come  out  for  the  summer. 
We  have  had  a  very  dull  War ;  but  I  agree  with  you,  that  it 
must  change  for  a  more  active  one.  We  are  in  a  sad  jumble 
with  Sir  John  Orde  oS  Cadiz;  but  let  him  do  as  absurd 
things  as  he  pleases  about  blockading  the  Ships  under  my 
command — even  to  be  angry  at  my  sending  Ships  to  Lisbon 
with  my  dispatches,  and  angry  at  my  sending  Ships  to  a  part 
of  the  station  under  my  orders,  before  I  knew  of  his  arrival  to 
take  that  lucrative  part  of  my  station  from  me — I  shall  never 
enter  into  a  paper  war  with  him,  or  any  one  eke.  We  have 
lost  one  Convoy,  I  think,  by  it,  and  we  shall  lose  more ;  be- 
tween  two  stooby  &c.  &c.  &c.  I  *beg,  my  dear  ColL,  that  you 
will  present  my  most  respectful  compliments  to  Mrs.  CoUing- 
wood; and  believe  [me]  for  ever,  and  as  ever,  your  most  sin- 
cere and  truly  attached  friend. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 
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TO  WILLUM  MARSDEN,  ESQ^  ADMIRALTY. 

[Original  in  the  Admiralty.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  14th  March,  1805. 

Sir, 

You  will  be  pleased  to  acquaint  the  Lords  Commissioners 
of  the  Admiralty,  that  the  Fleet  under  my  command  arrived 
off  Toulon  yesterday  evening,  and  that  by  the  information  I 
have  received  from  the  Frigates  stationed  to  watch  the 
Enemy,  their  Fleet  is  all  in  the  above  harbour,  apparently  in 
perfect  readiness  to  put  to  sea.  Whether  their  Troops,  who 
were  disembarked  on  their  late  return,  are  again  put  on  board, 
has  not  been  learnt,  but  there  is  reason  to  believe  they  are. 
Their  Lordships  may  rest  assured,  in  the  event  of  the  Enemy 
putting  to  sea  again,  that  I  shall  use  every  possible  means  to 
fall  in  with  them,  and  bring  them  to  Action. 

I,  at  the  same  time,  received  their  Lordships'  duplicate 
order  of  the  14th  December  last,  relative  to  the  detention  of 
all  Spanish  Ships  and  Vessels ;  and  your  several  letters,  &c. 
acknowledged  under  this  date,  brought  out  in  the  Amphion 
to  Gibraltar,  and  from  thence  in  the  Fisgard,  which  sprung  a 
leak,  and  was  obliged  to  return  to  that  place  immediately,  to 
have  it  stopped.  Their  Lordships'  dispatches  sent  out  in  the 
late  Raven,  and  Arthur  *  Cutter,  have,  with  those  unfortunate 
Vessels,  been  lost ;  the  former,  1  have  reason  to  believe  from 
Captain  Layman,  were  sunk  when  the  Raven  struck  ;  but  the 
latter  dispatches,  brought  by  the  Cutter,  which  was  captured 
by  the  Enemy's  Fleet  on  its  return  into  Toulon,  I  fear  may 
have  fallen  into  their  hands,  as  the  Officer  who  commanded 
her,  presuming,  probably,  that  it  was  the  Fleet  under  my 
command,  may  have  been  taken  by  surprise.  This,  however, 
is  matter  of  conjecture,  and  may  not  be  the  case.     1  am.  Sir, 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  WILLIAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ.,  ADMIRALTY. 

[Original,  in  the  Admiralty.] 

Victor)',  at  Sea,  14th  March,  1805. 

Sir, 
I  herewith  transmit  you  a  copy  of  an  appointment  which  I 
have  this  day  given  to  Mr.  William  Bunce,  Carpenter  of  his 

*  The  Arthur,  Hired  Cutter,  Lieutenant  R.  Cooban,  of  six  guns. 
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Majesty's  Ship  Victory,  to  be  Master-Shipwright  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's Yard  at  Gibraltar,  in  room  of  the  late  Mr.  Burnett, 
which  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  lay  before  the  Lords 
Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  for  their  information,  and 
move  their  Lordships  to  confirm  the  appointment  I  must, 
at  the  same  time,  request  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  ac« 
quaint  their  Lordships,  that  Mr.  Bunce  is  a  very  able  and 
experienced  Officer,  of  great  abilities  and  quick  resources; 
and  that,  from  his  long  and  faithful  servitude,  he  is  most  de- 
servedly entitled  to  their  Lordships'  patronage.  I,  therefore, 
hope  this  appointment  will  meet  their  approbation.  I  am, 
Sir,  &c.  Nelson  and  Bronte. 

TO  WILLIAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ.,  ADMIRALTY. 

[Original  in  the  Admiralty.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  14tb  March,  IbOS. 

Sir, 
I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  2l8t  November,  relative 
to  the  French  Prisoners  of  War  at  Malta,  being  sent  to  Eng- 
land in  King's  Ships,  as  opportunities  may  offer,  from  the 
reasons  mentioned  in  your  said  letter ;  and  you  will  please  to 
acquaint  their  Lordships  that  I  shall  direct  the  Senior  Officer 
at  Malta,  and  Agent  for  Prisoners  of  War,  to  attend  most 
strictly  to  these  instructions,  and  send  the  French  prisoners  to 
England  agreeably  thereto ;  but  I  must  desire  to  observe  that 
the  Ships  leaving  Malta  with  Convoys  are  in  general  so 
crowded  with  invalids  (being  Frigates  and  other  small  Vessels) 
that  but  very  few  prisoners  can  be  accommodated:  their 
Lordships'  direction  shall,  however,  be  duly  attended  to.  I 
am.  Sir,  &c.  Nelson  and  Bronte. 

TO  CAPTAIN  SUTTON,  H.  M.  SHIP  AMPHIOxV. 
[Autograph,  in  the  possession  of  Captain  Ives  Sutton.] 

Victory,  March  14th,  ISO/i. 

My  dear  Sutton, 
I  am  much  obliged  by  your  kind  letter,  and  return  you 
many  thanks  for  the  good  things  which  you  was  so  good  as  to 
bring  me  from  England,  which  will  be  most  acceptable,  for  I 
have  had  nothing  to  eat  but  what  my  friends  in  the  Fleet 
have  supplied   me  witL     Sir  William  Bolton  has  not  yet 
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joined ;  he  has  been  sent  to  Madeira.  The  sheep,  I  hope, 
will  come  up  in  the  first  Frigate.  I  hope  your  expectations 
of  gain  by  the  Galleons  will  be  realized ;  and  I  hope  you  will 
get  enormously  rich,  for  your  own  and  good  Captain  Hardy's 
sake/  although  an  Admiral  of  more  interest  than  I  have,  will 
take  what  ought  to  belong  to  me.  I  should  think  that  the 
whole  of  this  Fleet  will  be  put  under  Sir  John  Orde's  com- 
mand ;  or,  when  he  has  made  money  enough,  he  will  be  re- 
moved, and  the  responsibility  left  where  it  was  before. 

We  have  had  a  long  run  to  Egypt  and  back ;  hot  as  the 
French  Fleet  are  now  ready  for  sea  again,  I  fully  expect 
we  shall  meet  them ;  and  then  I  would  change  with  no  man 
living.  My  health  is  but  so-so ;  and  the  moment  after  the 
Battle,  I  shall  go  home  for  a  few  months.  I  think  you  will 
soon  be  drove  off  your  Cruizing  ground;  the  Rochfort 
Squadron  will  be  with  you  before  long,  therefore  make  hay 
whilst  the  suu  shines.  - 1  am  sorry  to  hear  George  Martin' 
has  quitted  his  Ship  fi'om  ill-health.  I  wish  I  could  have 
changed  with  you  when  you  went  to  Merton ;  but  I  hope  to 
see  it  very  soon.  Hardy  is  very  well,  and  as  good  as  ever; 
he  hopes  he  will  get  something  by  the  French  Fleet,  for  your 
sake.  If  Sir  John  Orde  condescends  to  ask  after  me,  make 
my  respectful  compliments;  and  to  George  Hope.*  And, 
believe  me,  dear  Sutton,  your  much  obliged  and  faithfiil 
friend.  Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  WILLIAM  MAR8DEN,  ESQ^  ADMIRALTY. 

[Original,  in  the  Admiralty.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  14th  March,  1805. 

Sir, 
I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  15th  November,  together 
"with  the  copy  of  a  letter  fi-om  Mr.  Hammond,  and  the  several 
papers  therein  referred  to  in  original,  containing  a  represen- 
tation from  the  Neapolitan  Minister  of  violations  committed 
by  his  Majesty's  Ships  in  the  Territory  of  the  King  of  Naples. 
In  answer  to  which,  I  herewith  transmit  you  my  letter  to 
Captain  Schomberg,  dated  the  11th  November,  directing  an 

»  Vide  p.  287,  note  6,  ante. 

■  Now  Admiral  Sir  George  Martin,  G.C3.,  G.C.M.O.,  Vice- Admiral  of  England. 

'  Captain  George  Hope,  of  the  Defence. 
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inquiiy  into  the  conduct  of  LieatenaDt  Spencer,  commiDding: 
the  Renard  Schooner,^  together  with  the  inqnny,  and  seTeral 
other  papers  in  original,  relative  to  this  drcmnstance,  frcMn 
Number  1  to  7,  which  I  request  joa  will  be  pleased  to  lav 
before  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  AdmiraltT  ibr  their 
information ;  and  acquaint  their  Lorddiips  that  the  XentralitT 
of  his  Sicilian  Majesty*s  Dominions  has  been  most  shamefbllj 
violated  bj  the  French  Privateers  and  Bow-boats,  which  have 
been  suffered  to  shelter  themselves  in  the  different  Ports  of 
his  Kingdom,  from  whence  they  have  issued  forth  and  c^h 
tured  our  Coasting  Trade  under  their  Forts. 

I  am  perfectly  aware  of  the  delicate  situation  of  the  King 
of  Naples,  and,  consequently,  gave  the  most  strict  orders  to 
the  Commanders  of  his  Majcsty^s  Ships  on  no  account  to 
commit  the  least  violation  of  Neutrality  in  any  part  of  his 
Kingdoms;  but  where  French  Privateers  have  so  daringly  and 
piratically  captured  our  Trade,  his  Majesty^s  OflBccrs  would 
have  been  highly  reprehensible  to  have  witnessed  it  without 
attempting  to  destroy  the  unwarrantable  offenders.  It  is  but 
justice  for  me  to  repeat,  what  I  have  frequently  mentioned, 
that  the  Ships  under  my  command  have  invariably  adhered 
to  the  strictest  Neutrali^,  and  that  they  cannot,  vrithout  being 
guilty  of  a  breach  of  my  most  positive  orders,  commit  the 
least  violation  of  Neutrality  in  any  place. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  the  French  Minister's  com- 
plaint relative  to  the  Bittern  (even  by  his  own  account)  has 
no  foundation,  as  no  French  Vessel  was  boarded  by  any  of 
her  Boats.  This  circumstance  would  have  been  noticed  by  me 
to  Mr.  Elliot,  had  I  been  in  possession  of  Captain  Corbet's 
statement,  which  was  perfectly  correct,  and  shows  his  conduct 
to  have  been  Officer-like  and  regular,  in  the  search  for  the 
Seamen  who  had  deserted  from  the  Bittern  at  Naples,  so  that 
the  French  Minister  has  taken  up  the  affairs  of  those  of  other 
Courts,  which  he  had  nothing  to  do  with,  and  made  the 

concern  his  own.     I  am.  Sir,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Brontb. 

P.S.— I  return  the  several  papers  which  accompanied  your 

said  letter. 

>  ThiB  Vessel,  wbich  htm  been  so  often  mentioned,  wm  aftenrwis  ealM  Um  i 
Cnfty,  and,  still  under  the  eommtnd  of  Lientenast  Spenecr,  wtf  mfivnd  in  lUnb 
1807  by  thiee  Spanish  priTateers,  near  Tetnan,  after  a  gallant  reabtaaea. 
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TO  WILUAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ^  ADMIRALTY. 
[Original,  in  the  Admiralty.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  14th  Mareh,  1805. 

Sir, 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  14th  November,  together 
with  a  copy  of  his  Majesty's  Order  in  Council,  authorizing  an 
increase  to  be  made  to  the  salaries  of  the  Secretaries  to  Flag 
Officers ;  also,  that  no  Secretary  is  to  be  allowed  more  than 
one  Clerk  as  an  assistant,  and  that  no.  Purser  of  any  of  his 
Majesty's  Ships  in  Commission  shall  be  allowed  to  officiate  at 
the  same  time  as  Secretary  to  a  Flag  Officer.  In  answer  to 
which,  I  have  transmitted  to  Rear- Admiral  Sir  Richard 
Bickerton  a  copy  of  his  Majesty's  said  Order  in  CounciL 
with  that  of  your  letter  of  the  above  date,  and  request  you 
will  be  pleased  to  acquaint  their  Lordships  that  due  attention 
shall  be  paid  to  the  instructions  therein  contained,  and  that 
the  name  of  my  Secretary  and  that  of  Sir  Richard  Bickerton's 
are  mentioned  underneath.     I  am.  Sir,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

John    Scott,    Secretary  to   Vice-Admiral   Lord   Viscount 
Nelson. 

J.   D.   Boyes,    Secretary   to    Rear-Admiral   Sir   Richard 
Bickerton,  Bart. 

N.B. — Mr.  Truppo's  name  in  his  Commission  has,  by  mis- 
take been  inserted  Peter  Stuppo  instead  of  Truppo ;  you  will, 
therefore  have  the  goodness  to  correct  the  mistake. 


TO  LIEUTENANT-GENERAL  THE  HONOURABLE  HENRY  EDWARD 
FOX,  LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR  OF  GIBRALTAR. 

[Autograph,  in  the  possession  of  John  Bullock,  Esq.] 

Victory,  March  14th,  1805. 

Sir, 
I  have  been  honoured  with  your  letters  of  February  5th, 
and  I  feel  truly  happy  that  all  appearance  of  the  epidemic  has 
disappeared,  and  that  a  free  communication  with  the  Garrison 
is  again  permitted  without  danger.  The  cautions  respect- 
ing the  performance  of  Pratique  are  certainly  very  proper. 
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although  I  am  entirely  at  a  loss  to  know  where  Vessels  can  lay 
their  Quarantine  with  safety  out  of  the  Mole.  With  respect 
to  the  Naval  force  necessary  for  the  protection  of  the  Bullock 
Vessels  going  to  Lisbon  with  your  mails,  and  bringing  them 
back  to  the  Garrison,  I  hope  the  Admiralty  will  send  me  the 
proper  Vessels  for  that  service ;  for  I  do  assure  you.  Sir, 
(and,  I  trust,  my  general  attention  towards  the  comfort  of 
the  Garrison  will  induce  you  to  believe  my  assertion)  that 
the  care  and  comfort  of  the  Garrison  of  Gibraltar  is  ever 
uppermost  in  my  mind ;  and  it  is  the  cause  of  much  regret 
to  me,  that  the  Officer  down  the  Mediterranean  is  not 
under  my  command,  as  his  instructions  would  be  similar 
to  that  formerly  given  to  Sir  Richard  Strachan  and  Cap- 
tain Gore — viz.,  to  take  care  and  afford  every  assistance 
and  comfort  to  the  Garrison  of  Gibraltar,  and  I  flatter  my- 
self it  has  been  closely  attended  to.  I  have  long  ago  pre- 
sumed to  recommend  to  Lord  Melville  that  Gibraltar  should 
be  placed  under  the  immediate  care  of  the  Officer  commanding 
off  Cadiz,  and  I  hope,  before  this  time,  it  has  been  attended 
ta  The  Raven  was  destined  for  the  especial  service  of  Gib- 
raltar ;  and  I  lament  the  loss  of  her,  and  also  of  the  services  of 
Captain  Layman,  whose  activity,  zeal,  and  judgment,  would 
have  been  of  much  use  to  the  Garrison.  I  have  the  honour 
to  remain,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  WILLIAM  MAR8DEN,  ESQ^  ADMIRALTY. 

[Original,  in  the  Admiralty.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  14th  March,  1805. 

Sir, 
In  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  17  th  December,  relative  to 
their  Lordships  being  furnished  with  an  account  of  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  several  Vessels  captured  by  the  different  Ships 
of  the  Squadron,  and  sent  to  Malta  for  adjudication,  being 
the  property  of  the  Subjects  of  the  Ligurian  and  Italian 
Republics,  I  beg  you  .will  be  pleased  to  acquaint  the  Lords 
Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  that  I  do  not  feel  myself 
authorized  to  call  upon  the  Judge  of  the  Vice- Admiralty 
Court  at  Malta  for  the  proceeds  of  the  said  Vessels,  which,  I 
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onderstandy  was  his  Majesty's  pleasure  should  be  given  to 

the  Captors  immediately :  their  Lordships  will,  therefore,  be 

pleased  to  adopt  such  measures  as  to  them  may  appear  proper 

on  the  occasion.     It  only  remains  with  me  to  observe,  thai 

the  Captors  have  frequently  applied  to  me  on  this  subject.     I 

am,  Sir,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  ADMIRAL  LORD  RADSTOCK. 

[Autograph,  in  the  possession  of  Rear- Admiral  Lord  Radstock,  C.B.] 

Victory,  March  15th,  1805. 

My  dear  Lord, 

I  am  sorry  you  should  find  a  difficulty  in  getting  your  son 

promoted.     If  he  is  to  remain  a  Lieutenant  I  should  rather 

recommend  him  to  be  in  a  more  active  Ship  than  this.     Pro- 

motion  here,  unless  from  the  Admiralty,  is  out  of  the  question. 

Was  I  in  this  Command  seven  years,  I  could  not  expect  to  get 

through  the  Admiralty  recommendations  which  every  Ship 

increases.  ...  I  must  not  enter  upon  the  business  of  Sir  John 

Orde's  appointment,  but  I  think  whoever  has  that  Command 

should  have  this.     They  ought  not  have  been  divided,  and  so 

much  did  I  expect  Orde  to  relieve  me  in  totoy  that  all  my 

things  were  sent  to  the  Superb,  where  they  still  remain.    I 

am  ever,  my  dear  Lord,  yours  most  faithfully. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  EARL  CAMDEN,  K.G.,  SECRETARY  OF  STATE  FOR  THE  WAR 

DEPARTMENT. 

[Original,  in  the  Colonial  Office.] 

Victory,  March  15th,  1805. 

My  Lord, 
Flattering  as  are  the  enclosed  letters  from  their  Sicilian 
Majesties,  yet  I  should  not  do  them  justice  was  I  not  (without 
any  consideration  for  my  feelings)  to  transmit  them  to  your 
Lordship,  and  in  your  wisdom  you  will,  if  you  think  it  proper, 
communicate  them  to  His  Majesty.  My  wretched  state  of 
health  ought,  long  since,  to  have  induced  me  to  go  to  England 
for  its  re-establishment :    but  I  could  never  bring  myself  to 
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quit  my  post  wlmi  ifae  Eikibt  ww  comizis?  to  sea.  This 
modre  has  ^*M*~^»*i  ne  lo  r0kii.  sod  I  shall  star  until  after 
the  Battle,  or  that  I  bcfieve  the  Fieorii  Fket  will  not  put  to 
sea  for  the  mmMt^  ■wi*l»«^     I  hatre  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

Nklsos  xsd  Bboitte. 


TO  wTrrriv  uabsdzs,  esq^  admiralty. 

ia  ue  Aimxrsltr/ 


Sir, 
Having  undentood  that  Sir.  Peter  Truppo/  Midshipman 
CD  board  the  Belleisie,  had  served  his  time  and  passed  in 
England  fi>r  a  Lieutenant,  I  gave  him  a  Commission  for  the 
Amphitrite;  but  on  delivering  it,  and  after  mv  letter  of  the 
14th  instant,  indosing  copy  thereof^  was  sealed  up  in  a  packet 
with  the  other  public  letters,  and  sent  on  board  the  Renown 
in  chaige  of  Captain  Lavman,  I  discovered  that  the  said  Mr. 
Tmppo  had  not  served  his  time.  I  therefore  request  vou  will 
be  so  good  as  cancel  the  said  Commission,  and  move  their 
Lordships  to  confirm  the  one  (a  copy  of  which  is  herewith 
transmitted)  which  I  have  this  dav  given  to  Mr.  Peter  Craw- 
ford,' Midshipman  of  the  Victory.     I  am,  Sir,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Brontk. 


TO  WILLL\>1  MARSDEN.  ESQ^  ADMIRALTY-. 

[(>ri|nnal,  in  the  Adminlcy.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  l**ih  March.  l-i'.'V. 

Sir, 
I  herewith  transmit  you  a  copy  of  a  duplicate  letter  from  the 
Navy  Board,  dated  the  22nd  November  last,  together  with  a 
copy  of  my  answer  thereto;  also  an  Account  from  Mr.  Edward 
Gayner^  Merchant  of  Rosas,  of  the  expenses  incurred  by  the 
late  Hindostan^s  Officers  and  Company,  together  with  Captain 
Le  Gros'  agreement  for  the  hire  of  a  Vessel  sent  out  to  me 
with  an  account  of  that  misfortune  off  Toulon;  also  two  ccrtlfi* 
cates  relative  to  the  hire  of  a  house,  and  of  fifteen  Deserters 

'  He  died  *  Lieoiiiapi,  aboui  l^'Z^i.  '  Now  a  Retired  ComiMUider. 
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taken  up  bj  the  Civil  power  at  Gerona,  and  put  on  board  the^ 
Seahorse  at  Rosas,  which  I  request  jou  will  be  pleased  to  lay 
before  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  for  their 
information,  and  move  their  Lordships  to  order  that  the 
impress  which  the  Commissioners  of  the  Navy  have  thought 
proper  to  put  against'me,  on  this  account,  may  be  taken  off. 

I  cannot  help  noticing  to  their  Lordships,  the  objections 
made  by  the  Commissioners  of  the  Navy  to  this  Account, 
as  well  as  their  calling  for  Vouchers,  under  the  circum- 
stances of  the  misfortune  from  Mr.  Gayner,  who  had  behaved 
with  so  much  friendship  to  the  unfortunate  sufferers,  and  • 
paid  the  money  out  of  his  pocket  for  their  accommodation. 
There  are  circumstances  which  justify  the  rigid  forms  of 
Office  being  dispensed  with,  and  the  present  I  humbly  con- 
ceive to  be  one.  Their  Lordships,  1  trust,  will  believe  that 
previous  to  my  giving  a  bill  to  Mr.  Gayner,  I  examined  every 
particular  charge,  and  was  satisfied  firom  Captain  Le  Gros,  and 
also  from  Mr.  Ford,  Agent- Victualler,  who  was  at  Rosas  pur- 
chasing wine,  &c.,  for  the  Fleet  at  the  time,  consequendy, 
witnesses  to  the  whole  transaction,  that  Mr.  Gayner  was  still 
a  loser  on  the  occasion.  It  also  strikes  me  particularly  hard 
that  a  Commander-in-Chief  is  liable  to  have  his  Accounts  im- 
pressed for  every  disbursement  that  the  Service  imperiously 
demands  of  him.     I  am.  Sir,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  CAPTAIN  P.  S.  MOUAT,  AGENT  FOR  PRISONERS  OF  WAR, 

GIBRALTAR. 

[From  a  Copy  in  the  Admiralty.]  » 

Victor)',  at  Sea,  18th  March,  1805. 

Sir, 
I  have  this  morning  received,  by  the  Amazon,  your  letter 
of  the  28th  ult,  together  with  the  lists  from  No.  1  to  18,  of 
the  French  and  Spanish  Prisoners  of  War  received  and  ex- 
changed ;  also  copies  of  Vice- Admiral  Sir  John  Orde's  letters, 
and  translations  of  General  Castano's  letters  respecting  the 
exchange  of  Spanish  Prisoners  agreeable  to  the  usual  custom, 
as  mentioned  in  your  said  letter.  I  very  much  approve  of 
your  having  sent  the  Officers  and  Company  of  the  late  Raven 
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to  me,  as  well  as  of  your  intendons  of  sending  all  English 
seafaring  Prisonero  to  this  Fleet,  in  the  room  of  Spanish  Pri- 
soners taken  by  the  Ships  under  my  command. 

I  am  perfectly  satisfied  vrith  your  exertions  for  the  Public 
Service,  and  that  eyerything  in  your  department  will  meet 
with  due  and  proper  attention,  and  that  you  will  afford  Mr. 
Cutfbrth  the  necessary  Transports  for  carrying  the  provisions 
on  demand  for  the  Fleet  Your  sending  the  Officers  and 
Seamen  belonging  to  his  Majesty^s  late  Bomb- Vessel  Acheron, 
&C.  by  the  Amazon,  meets  my  approbation ;  and  with  respect 
to  the  ten  French  Prisoners  alluded  to  in  your  letter,  as  the 
Acheron's  people  have  met  with  so  ready  a  release,  I  would 
recommend  their  being  immediately  released  and  sent  into 
Spain;  and  as  the  Spanish  Government  has  behaved  so 
handsomely  to  our  Prisoners,  I  would  also  recommend,  if  there 
is  no  reasonable  objection  to  the  contrary,  and  it  meets  with 
the  approbation  of  Lieutenant-Gcneral  Fox,  that  they  are  all 
immediately  released,  agreeable  to  the  usual  custom,  and 
your  instructions  on  that  head,  and  sent  into  Spain.  This 
mutual  accommodation  to  all  parties,  I  would  desire  may  be 
adopted  on  every  future  occasion,  while  Spain  continues  to 
act  with  the  liberality  she  has  done ;  and  another  very  humane 
and  strong  reason  for  this  line  of  conduct  being  carried  into 
effect  is,  that  there  is  no  place  for  the  accommodation  of  Pri- 
soners at  Gibraltar,  nor  is  it  safe  or  consistent  with  the  health 
of  that  place,  to  keep  them  on  board  the  Guerrier,  as  appears 
fix)m  the  representation  of  the  Surgeon  of  the  Naval  Hospital, 
which  I  have  transmitted  to  the  Admiralty  for  their  Lord- 
ships' consideration.     I  am.  Sir,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  THE  PRINCIPAL  OFFICERS  AND  COMMISSIONERS  OF  HIS 

MAJESTY'S  NAVY. 

[From  a  Copy  in  the  Admiralty.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  I8th  March,  1805. 

Gentlemen, 
I  have  received  your  duplicate  letter  of  the  22nd  Novem- 
ber, acquainting  me  that  you  had  ordered  Mr.  Gayner's  bill 
for  the  amount  of  the  expenses  paid  by  him  on  account  of 

VOL.  VI.  B  B 
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the  Company  of  his  Majesty's  late  Ship  Hindostan,  to  be 
honoured^  and  charged  as  an  impress  against  me  until  regular 
vouchers  were  received ;  and  also  requesting  that  some  cer- 
tificate, or  other  sufficient  attestation  (in  lieu  of  vouchers) 
should  be  transmitted  to  you,  that  the  sums  therein  chained 
were  incurred  and  paid  on  his  Majesty's  Service,  for  the 
services  therein  expressed;  and  that  fuller  information  be 
transniitted  in  respect  to  the  following  articles — viz.,  the 
names  of  the  Deserters  on  account  of  whom  eighteen  dollars 
five  reals  were  incurred,  in  conducting  them  from  Gerona,  &c. 
to  La  Escala ;  and  also  the  names  of  twenty-one  Deserters 
from  La  Escala  to  Rosas,  that  the  amount  may  be  charged 
against  their  wages ;  also  relative  to  the  disposal  of  the  stores 
saved  firom  the  said  late  Ship;  and  likewise  from  where  the 
Express  was  sent  by  Captain  Le  Gros  to  me,  for  which  three 
hundred  dollars  was  paid,  and  the  manner  in  which  he  tra- 
velled : 

In  answer  to  which,  as  I  considered  Mr.  Gayner's  Account, 
transmitted  you  in  my  letter  of  the  17th  September  last,  to 
be  perfectly  just,  and  extremely  moderate  in  every  particular 
charge,  I  did  not  judge  it  either  necessary  or  consistent  to 
call  upon  an  honest  man,  who  had  paid  the  principal  part  of 
the  sums  stated  in  the  said  Account,  in  the  presence  of  Captain 
Le  Gros,  to  produce  vouchers  for  every  trifling  dollar  he  had 
disbursed  on  the  score  of  humanity,  and  for  the  accommoda- 
tion of  his  Majesty's  Subjects ;  and  although  Mr.  Gayner  did 
not  put  his  name  immediately  at  the  bottom  of  the  said 
Account,  (which  perhaps  might  have  been  more  consistent 
with  the  forms  of  your  Office,)  yet  I  considered  his  attached 
receipt  for  the  amount  of  the  said  Account,  as  fully  sufficient, 
and  all  that  was  necessary ;  and  my  transmitting  it  to  you  was 
a  most  full  approbation  thereof.  I  was  not  a  witness  on  the 
spot,  and  therefore  my  signature  to  it  did  not  appear  necessary 
or  proper.  With  respect  to  a  certificate  or  attestation,  in  lieu 
of  vouchers,  that  the  sums  charged  in  the  said  Account  were 
incurred  and  paid  on  his  Majesty's  Service,  I  shall  not  trouble 
Mr.  Gayner,  whose  conduct  was  so  friendly  and  honourable 
to  the  late  Hindostan's  people,  (as  acknowledged  by  the  Ad- 
miralty, and  for  which  he  is  to  be  presented  with  a  silver  cup, 
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value  one  hundred  pounds*)  by  caBing  cpc<i  him  iar 
other  voucher  than  has  alreadv  been  tracramtied  ft? 
Board,  as  I  consider  it  would  be  injurioos  to  his  MjxscVi 
Service,  in  the  event  of  a  similar  mtcfbrtone  barmsizazL-  xod 
am  perfectly  and  most  fiillv  satisfied  that  hSf  ciarzes  barc-Ij 
covered  his  actual  disbur5einent&. 

On  the  subject  of  transmitting  you  tfce  naxcs  c(  the  De- 
serters alluded  to  in  your  said  letter,  and  li^r  vhich  eiztxeea 
dollars  five  reals  are  chaiged,  it  is  impoeeible  to  cncTiy  "vitii 
your  request,  as  their  names  most  likely  vere  i>'X  ki^Lvz.  'j> 
Mr.  Gayner,  or  the  people  who  brought  :hem  to  hi.~  :  aijd  I 
must  here  beg  to  observe  to  you.  Gentlemen,  that  izs'jee  peer 
sufferers,  more  than  probable,  were  not  De^rter?.  be:  Lijckir^ 
about  them  for  some  friendlv  retreat  after  their  :z.i^:i€Zrzjty 
which  I  trust  the  Sea-Officers  of  your  Board,  wtK»  are  Terr 
capable  of  judging  its  extent,  as  well  as  the  Lazxi^h^  of  charv- 
ing  any  sum  whatever  against  their  wage«.  admiyrinz  it  was 
possible  to  ascertain  their  names^  wiQ  perfectly  aeree  witi^  n:e. 
The  stores  saved  firom  the  late  Hindo^tan,  were  not  worth 
altogether  ten  pounds,  although  great  exertions,  as  I  under- 
stand firom  Captain  Le  Gros,  were  used  by  Mr.  Gayner  fat 
this  purpose ;  they  have  consequently  been  charged  to  the 
different  Ships  which  received  them,  and  will  be  accounted 
for  by  the  Officers  into  whose  charge  they  were  delivered  in 
the  proper  and  usual  manner.     A  list  of  them  was  not  called 
for,  as  they  consisted  chiefly  of  the  ends  of  a  few  burnt  ^pon 
and  other  trifling  articles,  and  were  kept  by  the  Ships  which 
received  them  on  the  spot,  except  a  Yawl  that  was  afterwards 
supplied  to  the  Cameleon. 

With  respect  to  the  distance  and  manner  the  Express  came 
to  me  with  an  account  of  this  misfortune,  I  desire  to  acrjuaint 
you  that  Mr.  Gayner  hired  a  Vessel,  at  the  request  of  Captain 
Le  Gros,  for  which  the  sum  of  three  hundred  dollars  was  to 
be  given,  and  sent  her  from  Rosas  off  Toulon  in  search  of 
me ;  and  I  fiirther  desire  to  obser\'e  that  this  sum  was  bv  no 

«r 

means  equal  to  the  ser\'icc  required,  and  length  of  time  the 
Vessel  was  in  search  of  the  Squadron. 

I  have  transmitted  to  Mr.  Secretary  Marsden,  a  copy  of 
your  said  duplicate  letter,  together  with  that  of  my  answer ; 
likewise   Mr.   Gayner's   Account,   and   Captain   Le    Gro8*s 

bb2 
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agreement  for  the  hire  of  the  Vessel,  together  with  two  certi- 
ficates horn  that  Officer,  relative  to  the  hire  of  a  house,  and 
fifteen  Deserters  being  taken  up  at  Gerona,  and  put  on  board 
the  Seahorse  at  Rosas,  copies  of  which  I  also  herewith  trans- 
mit for  your  information ;  and  must  request,  if  you  judge  it 
necessary,  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  apply  to  the  Lords 
Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  for  their  auth<M-ity  to  re- 
move the  impress  from  my  Account.     I  am.  Gentlemen,  &c 

Nelson  and  Bbonte. 


TO  WILLIAM  MARSDEX,  ESQi,  ADMIRALTY. 
[Original,  in  the  AdmiraltT.] 
Sir,  Yictonr,  i  Sea,  March  19th,  1805. 

I  herewith  transmit  you  a  copy  of  my  letter,  of  yesterday's 
date,  to  Captain  Mouat,  Agent  for  Transports  and  Prisoners 
of  War  at  Gibraltar,  which  I  request  you  will  be  pleased  to 
lay  before  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  for  their 
information ;  and  on  the  exchange  and  release  of  Prisoners  of 
War  therein  mentioned,  I  beg  to  observe,  for  their  Lordships' 
information,  that  every  principle  of  humanity  recommends 
Prisoners  being  released  immediately,  more  particularly  at 
Gibraltar,  where  no  proper  accommodation  is  for  their  security; 
and  the  keeping  them  crowded  on  board  the  Guerrier,  as  the 
warm  season*  sets  in,  may  be  attended  with  unpleasant  conse- 
quences. I  must  also  here  observe  that  the  great  attention 
and  ready  release  which  our  Prisoners  have  met  with  irom 
the  Spanish  Government,  deserve  on  our  part  a  liberal  return, 
and  as  much  as  possible,  consistent  with  the  rules  of  exchange, 
to  cause  it  to  be  done  immediately.  I  therefore  hope  their 
Lordships  will  approve  of  my  recommendations  to  Captain 
Mouat,  and  be  pleased  to  order  his  being  furnished  with 
fiuther  instructions  on  this  head,  if  they  shall  judge  it  neces- 
sary.    I  am.  Sir,  &c 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

*  Loni  Nelson  had  receired  a  letter  from  Mr.  Magrath,  Surgeon  to  the  Naval 
Hospital  at  Gibraltar,  stating  that  a  malignant  lever  had  made  its  appearance 
among  the  Prisoners  on  board  the  Gnerrier,  and  that  the  accommodation  in  that 
Ship  was  not  sufficient,  which  he  transmitted  to  the  Admiralty  on  the  1 9th  of 
Mnreh. 
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TO  WILUAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ^  ADMIRALTY'. 

[Original,  in  the  Adminltj.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  20th  March,  1805. 

Sir, 

Having  received  information  that  upwards  of  seventeen 
Sail  of  the  Convoy,  under  the  protection  of  the  late  Arrow, 
and  Acheron  Bomb  Vessel,  are  at  Gibraltar,  and  it  being 
very  unsafe,  from  the  Enemy's  numerous  Gun-Boats  and 
Kre- Vessels  fitting  out  at  Algesiras,  that  they  should  be  left 
there  unprotected,  I  have,  contrary  to  my  intentions,  and  their 
Lordships'  instructions,  directed  Sir  Richard  Strachan  of  the 
Renown  to  take  the  whole  of  them,  together  with  any  other 
Vessels  bound  to  the  United  Kingdom,  under  his  protection, 
and  convoy  them  in  safety  to  Spithead,  dropping  such  as  are 
bound  to  Plymouth,  and  the  different  Ports  in  the  Channel 
on  his  way  up,  which  I  hope  will  meet  their  Lordships* 
approbation. 

I  also  herewith  transmit  you,  for  their  Lordships'  informa- 
tion, a  copy  of  a  list  of  the  Convoy  under  the  protection  of  his 
Majesty's  late  Sloop  Arrow,  and  Acheron  Bomb- Vessel,  and 
beg  to  acquaint  you,  that  those  named  in  the  margin^  have 
arrived  at  Malta,  and  that  the  Adventure  was  sunk,  being  in 
a  leaky  state,  to  prevent  her  from  falling  into  the  hands  of  the 
Enemy,  as  mentioned  in  Lieutenant  Coggan's^  letter,  trans- 
mitted in  mine  of  the  21st  ultima  I  have  also  great  hopes  thai 
some  of  the  said  late  Convoy  have  got  into  Algiers,  and,  conse- 
quently sent  the  Morgiana  on  the  10th  instant  to  that  place, 
for  the  purpose  of  convoying  any  that  might  be  there  to 
Alalta,  in  order  to  their  proceeding  with  the  Anson  and 
Convoy  from  that  place,  which  is  appointed  to  sail  about  the 
middle  of  next  month  for  England.  Three  of  the  said  Convoy 
were  sunk  by  the  Enemy  after  the  Action  on  the  4th  February; 
and  I  am  led  to  believe  that  few,  if  any,  others  have  either 
been  destroyed,  or  fallen  into  their  hands.  The  gallant 
resistance  made  by  the  late  Arrow  and  Acheron  in  Action 
with  the  Enemy,  for  their  own  defence  and  the  protection  of 

»  Active,  Elizabeth,  Triad,  Cora,  Hope,  Jupiter. 

'  Lieutenant  Bichard  Coggan,  (Agent  for  Transports,)  who  obtained  that  rank  in 
1704,  and  died  a  Ueutenant  in  1828  or  1829. 
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&c  CccrrDT  cader  their  durge,  so  fiu-  as  I  have  jet  been 
mi'mriL  3$  ^%^J  rrjerrtcTioas,  and  moch  to  their  credlL  It 
was  xzSzn::izxu:  ibn  the  Fi^:anl9  wfakdi,  with  the  Wasp,  were 
off  C^pe  PaZ^  axird  within  a  few  leagues,  perhaps  miles,  of 
the  C<:fiTOT  when  the  ActioQ  took  [dace,  did  not  arrive  up 
with  tbem,  as  Tnentxioed  in  an  extract  from  Lord  Mark 
Kcxrs  iecxer  to  me.  dated  the  12th  Febraaiy,  which  is  also 
ixh  tnDsmitted  for  their  Lordships'  in&nnation.     I  am. 


Nelson  and  Bboktb. 


TO  WILLIAll  JiAKSDEX,  ESQ^  ADMIRALTY. 


t  litt  JUKxafey.     -  iUrth  ilih  [t.  t.  26tlij.     Off  Tcno,  p Ji.    At  ^ 
Tcgaot  staaiiB;  omt  of  Paiaa  Bar,  hsvia;  a  Eear-Admixml*s  flag  (Blue) 
HJir.  Skip  ^^WTraif,   At  t-^the  Amb«scade saluted  with thirteeB 
At  t.  niaiBtd  the  utoMt  vitk  drmi  fVBs^  which  promt  to  be  Bear-Admirt] 
ttvm  Tm^md     Ai  4-4a  skorteaed  aafl  aad  aadiored  in  the  Gulf  of  Pdiaa. 
Sf  idiiia  aacboreii  hexe." — Jldory's  Ltf.l 

VictoffT.  in  Palma  Baj.  Sariiida,  26th  March,  1809. 

Sir, 

Yoa  will  please  to  acquaint  the  Lords  Commissioners  of 
the  AdmiraltT,  that,  on  the  Fleet's  arrival  here  this  evening, 
I  was  joined  bv  Rear^  Admiral  Louis'  in  the  Ambuscade,  and 
that  I  have,  agreeable  to  their  Lordships'  order  of  the  11th 
February,  taken  the  said  Rear- Admiral  and  Ambuscade  under 
my  command ;  and  that,  in  obedience  to  their  direction,  com- 
municated to  me  in  your  letter  of  the  31st  January,  I  have 
directed  Rear- Admiral  Louis  to  hoist  his  Flag  in  the  Canopus, 
which  he  will  do  to-morrow  morning,  and  Captain  Austen, 
who  came  out  with  him,  [will]  consequently  supersede  Captain 
Conn  in  the  command  of  that  Ship. 

I  take  this  opportunity  to  acquaint  you  for  their  Lordships' 
information,  that  a  better  or  more  zealous  Officer  than  Captain 
Conn  is  not  in  his  Majesty's  Service,  and  beg  to  recommend 
him  to  their  Lordships'  patronage  for  immediate  employment 
I  am.  Sir,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

*  Rear-Admiral  Thomas  Louis,  who  commanded  the  Minotaur  at  the  Battle  of 
the  Nile.  Vide  toI.  ui.  p.  90.  He  was  created  a  Baronet  in  April  1806,  and  died 
in  May  1807. 
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TO  WILLIAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ^  ADMIRALTY. 

[Original,  in  the  Admiralty.] 
Victory,  in  Palma  Bay,  Sardinia,  20th  March,  1805. 

Sir, 
I  have  just  received  your  letter  of  the  5th  ultimo,  with  the 
extract  of  the  letter  therein  mentioned  from  Mr.  Stanley,  his 
Majesty's  Consul  at  Trieste,  to  the  Masters  of  Lloyd's  Coffee- 
House,  which  shall  be  communicated  to  Captain  Raynsford 
of  the  Morgiana.  I  have  also  to  acknowledge  your  letter  of 
the  15th  ultimo,  acquainting  me  that  their  Lordships  intend 
ordering  Captain  Bennett  of  the  Tribune  to  be  tried  by  a 
Court-Martial,  for  his  conduct  in  returning  to  England,  and 
not  putting  himself  under  my  command  as  he  was  directed. 
Their  Lordships'  duplicate  order  of  the  12th  January,  relative 
to  the  seizing  and  destroying  all  Ships  and  Vessels  belonging 
to  Spain,  together  with  their  Lordships'  printed  Orders  for 
that  purpose,  and  likewise  their  printed  Orders  of  the  4th 
February,  with  his  Majesty's  Orders  in  Council  of  the  1st  of 
that  month,  relative  to  the  importation  of  grain  into  Spain 
in  Neutral  bottoms  being  permitted,  agreeable  to  the  instruc- 
tions therein  contained,  have  been  received,  and  shall  be 
issued  to  the  respective  Captains  and  Commanders  of  the 
Fleet  under  my  orders,  and  duly  attended  to,  agreeably  to 
their  Lordship's  direction.     I  am  Sir,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  HIS  EXCELLENCY  HUGH  ELUOT,  ESQ^  NAPLES. 

[Autograph,  in  the  Elliot  Papers.] 

Victory,  Gulf  of  Palma,  March  27th,  1805. 

My  dear  Sir, 
Your  letters  of  January  19th,  by  Renown,  with  one  from 
the  Eang,  and  another  from  the  Queen,  I  received  on  March 
15th,  when  the  Renown  joined  me  off  Toulon.  Your  others 
of  the  several  dates  from  that  time  to  March  1st,  I  received 
last  night  on  my  anchoring  in  this  Bay,  where  I  am  come  to 
clear  the  Transports  with  provisions.     The  Queen's  letter'  of 

*  The  following  is  one  of  the  letters  written  hy  the  Queen  of  Naples,  at  that  time, 
to  Lord  Nelson;  and  Mr.  Elliot,  in  transmitting  it,  on  the^20th  of  January,  said, 
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r  z«n  I  lare  Tcceired.  bat  tbe  one  of  February  2l8t  is 
rcc  crfTf i :  xi  h  wil]  come  forth  when  I  next  have  the 
pueaecr^  cc  tjeasmz  Snom  too.  The  cMiginal  destination  of 
at  Fryjcr.  Fkei,  I  am  ererr  dar  more  and  more  confirmed. 

To  what  other  Comitzy  shoold  thej  carry  5000 
kc  &C.,  and  fljing  ardDenr  ?  The  Commander  of 
tht  Bidbw  wh:)  was  a  prisoner  on  boaid  the  Hortensia  (one  of 
tbe  >riii=  who  w^jA/,  bat  did  moij  take  oar  Conroy — only  six 
iifail  ':jc'i:j:z  raken  aixi  destroyed )  says,  the  Frigates  had  each 
Zfjj  Truti-pg^  Swias,  on  board.  He  could  never  learn  their 
desdz^ic  Hvverer,  they  are  ready  for  sea  again,  and  I 
bcoe  d^T  will  come  forth  :  for.  if  thev  defer  it  one  month  from 

Mm  '  •  m 

this  drae,  they  wSl  not  come  forth  this  smnmer,  unless  the 
Bresc  Fleer  comes  into  the  Mediterranean.  I  shall,  therefore, 
when  I  believe  the  danger  from  the  Fleet  is  passed,  take  the 
opportimity  of  getting  a  few  months  rest,  and  return  here  before 
the  next  winter,  which  is  the  dangerous  time  for  a  ruD. 
Rear- Admiral  Louis,  who  was  in  the  Minotaur,  and  is  known  to 


~  I  €Xfftr,  I.Z  ztctzTt  a  \*iitj  froim  tbe  King  to  toq  npon  tbe  same  subject  to*mor- 
rcw  ifc:nii-r.  »ft*r  li*  Qcwn's  retom  from  Caserta": — 

-  TtL  nt^—  =.:=.  iiri*  Mil -ni,  xoxit  lettre  da  mois  de  Decembre,  ct  jc  profile  de 
rc«ci»i::i  ii  ceT«n  da  Vftls-^e^a  ponr  Toa«  trcrire.     Je  ne  puis  tous  dire  assez, 
BC£  rKpe<-iA^e  e:  digue  Gr::eraL  combien  le  Koi  et  moi  noas  regardons  eomme  one 
vra:«  nluziic  i*  plz5  aox  malheors  qui  nous  accablent,  votre  depart  du  Commande- 
aesi  de  la  Mrdi:errazee.   Votie  oorar.  rotre  attacbement,  voire  bravoure,  rotre  nom 
i£Sf«:rtn:  ^ene  c^iniazac^  qoe  Texperience  a  jostifiee.  et  qui  ne  se  remplacera  jamais. 
Ains;  je  le  nerarde  eomme  un  vrai  malbenr,  et  me  croirois  bien  beureuse  si  cela 
poaToi:  $e  cLang^er.  oa  ac  moins  etre  retaxde.     Je  sois  convaincae  que  la  crise  doit 
baec:^-:  anriTer.  03  rasserrissement  de  toute  va  rEurope,  etre  constate,  consolide,  oa 
qa  0  Ta  iia::re  de  grands  evenemens.     L'ambition  et  le  bonbeur  eflrene  du  Corse 
Trnan:  de  crcer  son  frvr?  Josepb  Roi  bereditaire  de  la  Lombardie,  ou  pour  dire  vrai  de 
ritalie.  c^ci  doi:  eveiller  de  Tassoupissement  tons  les  Souverains,  ou  consolider  leor 
esclatage.  C'est  dan5  ce  moment  de  lutte  et  indecision,  que  nos  dangers  etant  infini- 
ment  pla<  grands,  ;>*aagmeme  le  vif  dei>ir  de  votre  permanence  aupr^  de  nous,  mon 
digne  et  respectable  General  et  %Tai  ami.     Considerez  avec  votre  sagesse,  et  surtout 
avec  voire  cupor,  les  circonstances  actuelles,  et  vous  tronverez  justes  mes  soubaits; 
en  on  mot.  mon  diinie  e:  respectable  ami,  continuez  k  etre  notre  sauveur,  et  complex 
sor  IVtemelle  et  sincere  reconnoissance  de  gens  qui  sentent  et  meritent  de  vivre 
dans  un  autre  sicole  que  celui  de  la  bouc  actuelle.     Le  bon  attacbe  Elliot  vous 
expliquera  mieux  nos  peuilles  circonstances.    Je  me  borne  k  vous  exprimer  notre 
vif  soubait,  que  vous  ne  nous  quittiez  point,  et  que  vous  soyez  encore  une  fois  noire 
sauveur.     Je  sais  que  le  Kui,  mon  innoceute  famille,  et  Ions  les  gens  bien  pensans 
font  les  memes  soubaits.     Puissent-ils  se  realiser.     Cela  augmentera  la  reconnais- 
sance, avec  laquelle  je  suis,  et  serai  pour  la  vie  votre  bien  attach ee  et  reconnois- 
sante  amie, — Charlotte." — From  a  Copy  in  the  Elliot  Papers. 
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tbeir  Majesties,  is  arrived  in  the  room  of  Admiral  Campbell. 
I  observe  what  you  are  pleased  to  tell  me  may,  if  necessary,  be 
your  intentions.*  It  is  too  delicate  a  subject  for  me  to  enter 
into.  Your  experience  as  a  Diplomatic  character  will  duly 
appreciate  the  consequences  which  may  attend  leaving  your 
post.  If  Acton  had  not  gone,  he  might  have  stayed;  but 
once  gone,  never  could  be  suffered  to  return.  May  not  that 
be  the  case  with  you  ?  But  I  am  sure  I  beg  your  pardon  for  in- 
truding an  opinion  on  a  subject  which  you  can  so  much  [more] 
ably  determine  than  I  can  pretend  to.  I  write  a  line  to  their 
Majesties  to  tell  them  that,  from  October,  when  I  got  my  per- 
mission to  go  home  for  a  few  months'  rest,  I  had,  in  conse- 
quence of  my  belief  of  the  French  Fleet  intending  to  put  to 
sea,  and  afterwards  their  having  come  to  sea,  and  my  belief 

'  In  a  letter  written  on  the  Ist  of  March,  Mr.  Elliot  informed  Lord  Nelson  that, 
on  the  14th  of  Febmary,  an  Aide  de  Camp  of  General  St.  Cyr  arrived  firom  the 
French  Army,  demanding,  witliin  three  days,  a  categorical  answer  to  certain  demands, 
one  of  which  was,  that  the  British  Minister,  Mr.  Elliot,  should  be  obliged  to  quit 
Naples ;  and  threatening  hostilities  if  they  were  reftised.  In  another  letter,  also  dated 
on  the  1st  of  March,  Mr.  Elliot  wrote  to  Lord  Nelson :  "In  my  preceding  letter  I  have 
acquainted  yon  with  the  natnre  of  the  demand,  relative  to  me,  already  made  to  this 
Coort  by  General  St.  Cyr,  which  has  been  withdrawn  for  some  time,  but  which  is 
likely  to  be  soon  renewed.  Had  the  French  Geucral  insisted  upon  the  dismission  of  the 
whole  of  the  British  Mission,  as  well  as  upon  my  removal  from  Naples,  this  would 
have  amounted  to  an  absolute  act  of  hostility  on  the  part  of  this  Government  against 
Great  Britain,  and  I  could  have  taken  no  other  step,  than  to  have  protested  officially 
against  any  measures  which  his  Sicilian  Majesty  might  have  adopted,  in  order  to 
oblige  me  to  quit  this  Court,  without  receiving  orders  from  my  own  Sovereign.  But 
as  I  understand  that  the  extent  of  General  St.  Cyr's  demand  at  present  is,  that  I 
personally  should  absent  myself  from  Naples,  without  otherwise  breaking  up  the 
Mission,  it  will  remain  to  be  determined  by  future  considerations,  whether  I  may 
think  it  more  eligible  for  the  good  of  His  Britannic  Majesty's  Service,  and  for  the 
benefit  of  the  King  of  Naples  to  remain  here,  or  to  withdraw  to  some  other  situation 
— as  if  in  consequence  of  a  leave  of  absence  received  from  my  own  Court,  naming 
a  Charg^  d' Affaires  to  act  here  as  is  usual  in  such  cases.  The  great  object  hitherto 
recommended  to  my  attention  has  been,  to  temporize  as  much  as  possible,  in  order 
to  gain  time  for  the  arrival  of  the  foreign  auxiliaries,  Russian  and  English,  which 
have  been  so  long  promised  to  co-operate  in  the  defence  of  his  Sicilian  Majesty's 
Dominions.  Should,  therefore,  their  Sicilian  Majesties  secretly  acquaint  me,  that 
they  are  desirous  of  my  departure  from  hence,  as  if  upon  leave  of  absence,  upon  the 
condition  of  the  French  consenting  to  remain  within  their  present  limits,  I  may, 
perhaps,  in  that  case  apply  to  Captain  Sotheron  for  a  passage  in  the  Excellent,  for 
myself  and  my  family,  to  Sicily,  or  to  any  other  destination  which  I  may  think  more 
expedient." — Original,  in  the  Elliot  Papers.  It  may  be  here  remarked  that  Mr. 
EUiot  i^pears  to  have  obtained  back  the  whole  of  his  letters  to  Lord  Nelson,  as 
they  are  now  among  the  Elliot  Papers. 


^1805. 


i^c: — :c    :/n    ir*   haoec  jmnemstr    t  " "  «"^  to   thrir 
f"  »r  3L3f5Cies.  'VTzn.  i  qk  ^sik  it  "viac  I  :««e  ia  et  own 


^£S2c  ZTE?"  n''   £L3^   flErrrs^L  -    hzi£  I  leiiEv?  izie  Fiencli 

jT'.mr-     I  isDT*.  IF*-  oar  Sc  utt  fiaesi  Reet  ia 
Itficz' Bui  iDBL  K2KaiBC  ID  ae:  tfaoe- 

r.>:i4L  r-TiTiK^  lui   li   £i   nmK  iir  oie^  TTwagn.     &  Ridiaid 

aziL  TTKT  HmcxuHDr :    eut  I  Jec-Z  cDDtfident  dutt 

'      w   it-juTt-  asr^E  Htf    £lM*i  Cuss    -T   KT 


in  :3ai:  Z  aisuL  jitvttt  kl  thit  r-£T  czd  tsenooos  for 

m 

ouIm?  '^^rjsr-TXiinir^ .  bii£  jib  b  irmrT  idhtv^  ^  ncesTe,  vfaidk 

J'lresr  i:  "at*  ~cl  Lis.     I  am  erer^. 


1-  >pTi"-  •  m;^  auar^i 


Xe-sos  ufD  Bboxtb. 

r.i — TTiif  riiiiiisE  E  jc:i'i^i>  kdi  rr:css*:i  me  doplicatej 
a  '  iiir  jhis:?  bti:  rut  icEr  a: 


r-tir  TftT^-iEy,  IS5-  ADICRALTY. 


Ti-Tiirr.  n.  rhTTi  BoiT.  Sarfr'A  CTi  Mazrh.  IfO-V 


order  dated  the  1st  oltimo, 
rifrrmr  ik-  frnir  lie  re-jsra*  iberein  mentioned,  to  send  to 
rtpiL-^L  7~>v^  A  J*^-?*^  C:'nrov,  all  such  Spanish  Vessels 
:e?  JB^  =iiT  Lire  been  detained  by  the  Fleet  under 
itZiL  rn:c  to  the  11th  daj  of  Januarr,  1805,  (the 


rt  i^  King's  Proclamation  for  granting  reprisals  against 
azki  Tijch  TCMT  be  at  Gibraltar,  with  the  exception  of 
BKh  pons  of  the  cargoes  as  it  may  be  necessary,  from  their 
pwTihafale  state,  to  diqwee  of  at  that  phtccj  and  for  the  sale  of 
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which  to  appomt  an  Agent  who  will  be  responsible  to  account 
for  the  proceeds  of  the  same  to  the  proper  Officer  of  the  Court 
of  Admiralty  in  England : 

In  answer  to  which,  jou  will  please  to  acquaint  the  Lords 
Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  that,  in  obedience  to  their 
order,  I  have  appointed  an  Agent  at  Malta,  and  one  at  Gib- 
raltar, both  Agent-Victuallers;  and  as  such,  consequently, 
men  of  known  integrity  and  public  worth,  and  I  must  add  of 
very  high  estimation  in  their  private  characters,  to  be  respon- 
sible to  account  for  the  proceeds  of  such  Ships  and  cargoes  to 
the  proper  Officer  of  the  Court  of  Admiralty  in  England. 
But  firom  knowing  the  impossibility  of  manning  the  several 
detained  Vessels,  particularly  those  sent  into  Malta,  as  well  as 
the  danger  and  risk  of  sending  them  to  England,  many  of 
them  being  in  a  bad  state,  I  have  judged  it  for  the  interest  of 
the  Crown  and  Captors  to  order  all  the  Spanish  Vessels  and 
their  cargoes,  detained  prior  to  the  11th  day  of  January  last, 
to  be  disposed  of  at  public  sale  at  Malta  and  Gibraltar,  taking 
it  for  granted  that  the  Vice- Admiralty  Courts  at  those  places 
will  have  received  the  necessary  instructions  to  proceed 
against  them ;  and  herewith  transmit  you  for  their  Lordships' 
information,  a  copy  of  the  authority  I  have  given  to  Mr. 
Patrick  Wilkie  at  Malta,  and  Mr.  James  Cutforth  at  Gibraltar, 
which  I  hope  will  meet  their  Lordships'  approbation. 

I  cannot  here  omit  mentioning  that  to  man  the  several 
detained  Ships,  upwards  of  three  hundred  Seamen  would  be 
required;  and  that  under  the  many  accidents  which  they  would 
naturally  be  liable  to  during  a  long  and  tedious  passage  from 
Malta,  I  do  not  feel  it  would  be  right,  or  consistent  with  the 
interest  of  those  concerned,  to  order  them  to  England,  and 
therefore  hope,  from  the  reasons  before-mentioned,  that  their 
Lordships  will  agree  with  me  in  opinion.     I  am.  Sir,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 
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TO  PATRICK  WILKIE,  ESQ^  AGENT  V^CTUALLER.  MALTA, 
HEREBY  APPOINTED  SOLE  AND  ENTIRE  AGENT  FOR  ALL 
THE  SPANISH  SHIPS  AND  VESSELS  WITH  THEIR  CARGOES, 
ETC^  SENT  INTO  BIALTA  AS  AFORESAID,  PRIOR  TO  THE  llTH 
DAY  OF  JANUARY,  1805. 

[From  a  Copy  in  the  Admiralty.] 

Yietorr,  in  Palma  Bay,  27th  March,  1805. 

Whereas  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  have 
directed  me  bj  their  order,  bearing  date  of  the  1st  February, 
1805,  to  send  to  England  all  Spanish  Ships  and  Vessels  with 
their  cargoes,  that  have  been  detained  at  sea  by  his  Majesty's 
Fleet  under  my  command  prior  to  the  1 1th  day  of  January 
1805,  (the  date  of  the  King's  Proclamation  for  granting 
reprisals  against  Spain,)  in  order  to  prevent  abuses,  and 
to  insure  the  said  Ships  and  cargoes  being  disposed  of  to 
their  full  value,  (except  such  part  of  the  cargoes  as  may, 
from  their  perishable  state,  be  necessary  to  dispose  of  at 
Malta,)  and  having,  at  the  same  time,  authorized  ine  to  appoint 
an  Agent,  who  will  be  held  responsible  to  account  for  the 
proceeds  of  the  same  to  the  proper  OflScer  of  the  Court  of 
Admiralty  in  England :  And  whereas  I  think  proper,  from  the 
high  and  honourable  character  I  have  received  of  you,  as  well 
as  from  the  public  confidence  which  Government  reposes  in  you 
as  Agent  Victualler,  to  appoint  you  to  be  the  sole  and  entire 
Agent  for  all  the  Spanish  Ships  and  Vessels  detained  and  sent 
into  Malta  by  the  Fleet  under  my  command,  prior  to  the  11th 
day  of  January  1805,  as  before  mentioned: 

I  do,  by  virtue  of  the  power  and  authority  to  me  granted, 
hereby  nominate  and  appoint  you  sole  and  entire  Agent,  on 
behalf  of  the  Crown  and  Captors,  for  all  the  Spanish  Ships  and 
Vessels  detained  and  sent  into  Malta  by  the  Fleet  under 
my  command,  prior  to  the  said  11th  day  of  January  1805; 
and  do  hereby  require  and  authorize  you  (from  judging  the 
impracticability  of  sending  the  said  Ships  and  Vessels  with 
their  cargoes  to  England,  as  directed  by  their  Lordships,  as 
aforesaid,)  to  enter  upon,  and  immediately  dispose  of  at  public 
sale,  the  said  Spanish  Ships  and  Vessels  with  their  cargoes, 
detained  as  aforesaid,  prior  to  the  11th  day  of  January  1805, 
nt  into  Malta;  and  to  transmit  a  regular  account  of 
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their  sales  and  amount,  respectively,  to  the  proper  Officer  of 
the  Court  of  Admiralty  in  England,  to  whom  you  are  to  bold 
yourself  accountable  for  the  whole,  and  every  particular  trans- 
action and  amount  of  the  said  Vessels,  and  their  cargoes;  and 
you  will  also,  in  like  manner,  transmit  to  me  copies  of  the 
accounts  of  sale,  and  the  amounts  thereof  accordingly ;  and, 
for  so  doing,  this  shall  be  your  full  and  sufficient  authority. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 
N.B. — An  order  of  the  above  tenor  and  date  sent  to  Mr. 
Cutforth,  Agent-Victualler,  Gibraltar. 


TO  CAPTAIN  BRABAZON.* 

[From  Clarke  and  M'Arthar,  vol.  ii.  p.  353.] 

[Apparently  towards  the  end  of  March,  1805.] 

Although  upwards  of  thirty  years  have  passed  away  since 
we  met,  yet  I  can  never  forget  your  great  kindness;  and 
believe  me,  nothing  could  give  me  greater  pleasure,  than  an 
opportunity  of  being  useful  to  any  friend  of  yours.  The  loss 
of  that  very  fine  Sloop  the  Raven,  has  consequently  sent  all 
the  Officers  to  England ;  and  although  it  would  not,  probably, 
have  been  in  my  power  to  promote  your  nephew  at  present, 
yet  you  may  rely  that  I  shall  bear  him  in  my  mind,  and  a 
future  occasion  may  offer.  I  hope  some  day,  not  very  far 
distant,  that  I  shall  enjoy  the  pleasure  of  having  you  under 
my  roof  at  Merton,  where  you  shall  have  a  most  hearty  wel- 
come from,  my  dear  Brabazon,  your  very  old  and  much  obliged 
friend.  Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  WILLL4M  MARSDEN,  ESQ.,  ADMIRALTY'. 

[Original,  in  the  Admiralty.] 
Victory,  in  Palma  Bay,  Sardinia,  20th  March,  1805. 

Sir, 
I  herewith  transmit  you,  for  the  information  of  the  Lords 

Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  the  sentence  of  a  Court- 

*  C^itain  Lambert  Brabazon :  he  was  Posted  in  1782 ;  for  some  years  com- 
manded the  Dorset  Yacht  at  Dublin;  was  passed  oyer  in  Flag  promotions,  and  died 
the  Senior  Post  Captain  in  April  1811.  His  nephew  mentioned  in  this  letter  has 
not  been  identified. 
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TO  PATRICK  WILKIE,  ESQ^  AGENT  VICTUALLER.  B4ALTA, 
HEREBY  APPOINTED  SOLE  AND  ENTIRE  AGENT  FOR  ALL 
THE  SPANISH  SHIPS  AND  VESSELS,  WITH  THEIR  CARGOES, 
ETC-  SENT  INTO  MALTA  AS  AFORESAID,  PRIOR  TO  THE  llTH 
DAY  OF  JANUARY',  1805. 

[From  a  Copy  in  the  Admiralty.] 

Victory,  in  Palma  Bay,  27th  March,  1805. 

Whereas  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  have 
directed  me  bj  their  order,  bearing  date  of  the  1st  February, 
1805,  to  send  to  England  all  Spanish  Ships  and  Vessels  with 
their  cargoes,  that  have  been  detained  at  sea  by  his  Majesty's 
Fleet  under  my  command  prior  to  the  11th  day  of  January 
1805,  (the  date  of  the  King's  Proclamation  for  granting 
reprisals  against  Spain,)  in  order  to  prevent  abuses,  and 
to  insure  the  said  Ships  and  cargoes  being  disposed  of  to 
their  full  value,  (except  such  part  of  the  cargoes  as  may, 
from  their  perishable  state,  be  necessary  to  dispose  of  at 
Malta,)  and  having,  at  the  same  time,  authorized  me  to  appoint 
an  Agent,  who  will  be  held  responsible  to  account  for  the 
proceeds  of  the  same  to  the  proper  Officer  of  the  Court  of 
Admiralty  in  England :  And  whereas  I  think  proper,  firom  the 
high  and  honourable  character  I  have  received  of  you,  as  well 
as  from  the  public  confidence  which  Government  reposes  in  you 
as  Agent  Victualler,  to  appoint  you  to  be  the  sole  and  entire 
Agent  for  all  the  Spanish  Ships  and  Vessels  detained  and  sent 
into  Malta  by  the  Fleet  under  my  command,  prior  to  the  llth 
day  of  January  1805,  as  before  mentioned: 

I  do,  by  virtue  of  the  power  and  authority  to  me  granted, 
hereby  nominate  and  appoint  you  sole  and  entire  Agent,  on 
behalf  of  the  Crown  and  Captors,  for  all  the  Spanish  Ships  and 
Vessels  detained  and  sent  into  Malta  by  the  Fleet  under 
my  command,  prior  to  the  said  llth  day  of  January  1805; 
and  do  hereby  require  and  authorize  you  (from  judging  the 
impracticability  of  sending  the  said  Ships  and  Vessels  with 
their  cargoes  to  England,  as  directed  by  their  Lordships,  as 
aforesaid,)  to  enter  upon,  and  immediately  dispose  of  at  public 
sale,  the  said  Spanish  Ships  and  Vessels  with  their  cargoes, 
detained  as  aforesaid,  prior  to  the  llth  day  of  January  1805, 
and  sent  into  Malta;  and  to  transmit  a  regular  account  of 
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their  sales  and  amount,  respectively,  to  the  proper  Officer  of 
the  Court  of  Admiralty  in  England,  to  whom  you  are  to  hold 
yourself  accountable  for  the  whole,  and  every  particular  trans- 
action and  amount  of  the  said  Vessels,  and  their  cargoes;  and 
you  will  also,  in  like  manner,  transmit  to  me  copies  of  the 
accounts  of  sale,  and  the  amounts  thereof  accordingly ;  and, 
for  so  doing,  this  shall  be  your  full  and  sufficient  authority. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 
N.B. — An  order  of  the  above  tenor  and  date  sent  to  Mr. 
Cutforth,  Agent-Victualler,  Gibraltar. 


TO  CAPTAIN  BRABAZON.* 
[From  Clarke  and  M'Arthar,  vol.  ii.  p.  353.] 

[Apparently  towards  the  end  of  March,  1805.] 

Although  upwards  of  thirty  years  have  passed  away  since 
we  met,  yet  I  can  never  forget  your  great  kindness;  and 
believe  me,  nothing  could  give  me  greater  pleasure,  than  an 
opportunity  of  being  useful  to  any  friend  of  yours.  The  loss 
of  that  very  fine  Sloop  the  Raven,  has  consequently  sent  all 
the  Officers  to  England ;  and  although  it  would  not,  probably, 
have  been  in  my  power  to  promote  your  nephew  at  present, 
yet  you  may  rely  that  I  shall  bear  him  in  my  mind,  and  a 
future  occasion  may  offer.  I  hope  some  day,  not  very  far 
distant,  that  I  shall  enjoy  the  pleasure  of  having  you  under 
my  roof  at  Merton,  where  you  shall  have  a  most  hearty  wel- 
come from,  my  dear  Brabazon,  your  very  old  and  much  obliged 
friend.  Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  WILUAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ.,  ADMIRALTY. 

[Original,  in  the  Admiralty.] 
Victory,  in  Palma  Bay,  Sardinia,  20th  March,  1805. 

Sir, 
I  herewith  transmit  you,  for  the  information  of  the  Lords 

Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  the  sentence  of  a  Court- 

*  Captain  Lambert  Brabazon :  he  was  Posted  in  1782 ;  for  some  years  com- 
manded the  Dorset  Yacht  at  Dublin;  was  passed  OTer  in  Flag  promotions,  and  died 
the  Senior  Post  Captain  in  April  1811.  His  nephew  mentioned  in  this  letter  baa 
not  been  identified. 
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Martial,'  held  yesterday  on  board  his  Majesty's  Ship  Royal 
Sovereign,  on  Captain  Farquhar,  the  Officers,  and  Compaoy 
of  his  Majesty's  late  Bomb -Vessel  Acheron,  for  the  loss  of  the 
same  in  Action  with  the  Enemy  on  the  4th  February  last, 
which  leaves  little  for  me  to  say  on  the  gallant  conduct  of 
Captain  Farquhar,  the  Officers,  and  Company  of  the  said  late 
Vessel  in  Action  with  an  Enemy  of  such  superior  force,  as 
well  as  for  the  most  able  defence  made  for  the  security  and 
escape  of  the  Convoy  under  their  protection,  which  certainly 
was  effected  by  their  judicious  arrangements  previous  to  the 
Action;  and  the  most  gallant  defence  made  by  the  Arrow  and 
Acheron  in  the  unequal  contest,  which,  from  every  informa- 
tion that  I  have  received,  reflects  equal  honour  on  Captain 
Vincent,  his  Officers,  and  Company,  and  very  justly  entitles 
those  Commanders  to  their  Ix)rdships'  patronage.  I  am, 
Sir,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  SIR  ALEXANDER  JOHN  BALL,  BART^  MALTA. 

[Autograph,  in  tbe  possession  of  Sir  William  Keith  Ball,  Bart.] 

Victory,  March  29th,  1805. 

My  dear  Ball, 
Many,  many  thanks  for  all  your  truly  kind  letters,  which  I 
received  on  my  anchoring  at  Palma.     I  shall  read  with  atten- 
tion your  paper  upon  Egypt ;  but  till  I  dispatch  oflF  my  letters 

■  The  Court  considered  **  that  the  conduct  of  Captain  Farquhar  on  hoth  days  was 
highly  meritorious  and  deserving  imitation,  and  that  he  was  hravely  supported  by 
the  Officers  and  Ship's  Company  on  the  occasion,  and  doth  most  honourably  acquit 
Captain  Farquhar,  the  Officers  and  Company  of  His  Majesty's  late  Bomb- Vessel 
Acheron  of  all  blame ;  and  they  are  hereby  most  honourably  acquitted  accordingly.'* 
On  returning  Captain  Farquhar  his  sword,  the  President,  Sir  Richard  Bickerton,  said, 
*'  I  hope  you  will  soon  be  called  upon  to  serre  in  a  Ship  that  will  enable  yon  to 
meet  L'Hortensc  upon  more  equal  terms.  The  result  of  the  contest  may  proTe 
more  lucrative  to  you,  hnt  it  cannot  be  more  honourable." — Marshall's  Naval 
Biography  J  vol.  ii.  p.  031.  Captain  Vincent,  of  the  Arrow,  was  tried  at  Portsmouth 
on  the  17th  of  June,  and  most  honourably  acquitted,  by  a  sentence  no  less  eologistic 
and  flattering.  Both  these  gallant  Officers  were  immediately  made  Post  Cq)tains. 
Of  Captain  Vincent,  who  became  a  Companion  of  the  Bath  and  died  in  August  1831, 
there  is  a  Memoir  in  the  Naval  Chronicle ^  vol.  xvii.  Captain  Farquhar  died,  a 
Rear-Admiral  of  the  White,  a  Knight  Commander  of  the  Bath,  and  a  Knight  Com- 
mander of  the  Quelphs,  in  October  1843. 
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for  England,  for  which  the  Renown  is  waiting  at  Gibraltar,  I 
have  not  a  moment  to  myself.  I  am  glad  you  approved  of  my 
voyage  to  Egypt,  and  that  may  be  their  future  destination.  I 
shall  remain  here  a  very  few  weeks  longer,  when,  if  the  French 
do  not  put  to  sea,  I  think  it  very  probable  they  will  lay  up  for 
the  summer,  unless  the  Brest,  or  Ferrol,  and  Cadiz  Fleet 
should  come  into  the  Mediterranean.  I  am  fully  aware  that 
more  Sloops  of  War  are  wanted  for  the  service  of  Malta  and 
the  Convoys  to  the  Eastward,  than  I  have  in  the  Mediter- 
ranean ;  but  none  are  sent  me,  and  my  force  decreases  every 
day.  Gibraltar  is  in  absolute  distress;  they  have  not  force 
sufficient  to  convoy  over  their  Bullock-Vessels.  Fox  has 
called  upon  Sir  John  Orde,  who  tells  him  he  must  refer  to 
me,  which  he  has  done,  and  I  have  been  forced  to  answer 
him,  that  I  regretted  the  Officer  at  the  Straits'  Mouth  was 
not  junior  to  me,  when  I  should  order  him  to  take  care 
of  Gibraltar.  But  this  cannot  go  on.  I  have,  on  January  7th, 
wrote  home  of  what  would  happen  ;  and  I  dare  say,  Orde  has  a 
trimmer  before  this  time."     He  will  not  be  suffered  to  remain 

s  It  is  curious  to  find  that,  at  the  moment  \vhen  Sir  John  Orde*s  conduct  caused 
Lord  Nelson  such  dissatisfaction,  he  should  have  been  no  less  displeased  with 
Nelson's  proceedings  towards  him.  The  reply  to  the  following  letter  from  Sir  John 
Orde  to  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  was  an  immediate  compliance  with  his 
request ;  and  he  was  desired,  on  the  arrival  of  the  Glory  at  Spithead,  to  strike  his 
flag  and  come  on  shore.  He  was  never  again  employed,  and  died  an  Admiral  of 
the  Red  in  February  1824.  Sir  John  Orde,  who  was  thus  twice  {vide  vol.  iii.  20) 
in  collision  with  Lord  Nelson,  was  one  of  the  supporters  of  the  pall  at  his  funeral. 

"  TO  LOBD  MELVILLE. 


tt 


My  Lord,  "  Glory,  off  Cadiz,  March  2?th,  1805. 

Since  writing  the  accompanying  letter,  I  have  received  dispatches  from  the 
Board  as  late  as  the  26th  February ;  but  no  orders  about  the  specie  on  board  the 
Ships  of  War,  nor  any  word  that  can  satisfy  my  doubts  respecting  the  propriety  of 
my  conduct  in  ordering  the  blockade  of  Cadiz. 

**  By  these  dispatches,  1  am  made  acquainted  with  the  Admiralty  having  authorized 
Lord  Nelson  to  appoint  an  Agent  for  the  disposal  of  certain  parts  of  the  property 
detained  by  my  Squadron  ;  and  saw  at  Gibraltar  an  arrangement  1  should  have 
thought  myself  entitled  to  complain  of,  had  I  been  junior  to  his  Lordship.  1  am 
also  informed  of  its  being  their  Lordships'  opinion  that  it  is  an  essential  part  of 
the  daty  of  the  Squadron  under  my  command  to  protect  the  Trade  of  England  to 
Gibraltar.  This  expectation,  I  must  confess,  I  was  not  prepared  to  have  satisfied, 
not  only  because  of  my  general  orders,  but  also  because  of  the  insufficiency  of  my 
Squadron  for  this  duty,  in  addition  to  the  many  others  it  is  called  upon  to  perform. 

"  Some  other  Officer,  my  Lord,  may  possibly  feel  those  circumstances  less  morti- 
fying than  1  do ;  and,  possessing  greater  abilities,  may  be  able  to  perform  all  that 
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mxsA  longer:  he  will  so  to  tbe  Chaonel:  be  will  be  the  richest 
Adminl  that  England  ever  had,  and  I  one  of  the  poorest 
BrtxTKi '    I  can  onl v  touch  upon  different  topics ;  for  it  would 
take  boars  and  boors  to  tell  by  month  all  I  should  like  to  do. 
Mr.  Elliot  seems  alarmed  at  Naples,  and,  I  fear,  will  leave  his 
poec    However.  I  have  ventured  to  touch  upon  tbe  importance 
and  probable  consequences  of  such  a  measure;  but  I  have  done 
it  widi  delicacv/  and  with  all  the  deference  and  respect  due  to 
his  rank :  but  be  is  got  frightened.     The  loss  of  the  Raven 
has  been  great,  both  as  to  Vessel  and  dispatches.     I  shall 
have  an  opportunity  of  bearing  and  writing  to  you  once 
moce  befiTre  my  departure ;  therefore,  I  shall  only  assure  yoa 
thai  I  am  ever,  mv  dear  Ball,  vour  most  faithful  and  attached 
fiiend. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  WILUAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ^  ADMIRALTY. 

'«r>riciDAl.  in  ihe  AdmiraliT.] 
Vicsorr.  in  tbe  Golf  of  Talma.  Sardinia,  30th  Marrh,  lAa^ 

Sir, 
A  report  having  reached  mc  of  its  having  been  stated  to 
their  Lordships,  that  tbe  Ships  under  my  command  have  been 
frequently  out  of  the  Mediterranean,  since  tbe  arrival  of  Vice- 
Admiral  Sir  John  Orde  off  Cadiz,  I  beg  to  assure  their  Lord- 
ships, up>on  my  word  of  honour,  that  no  Ship  or  Vessel  under 
my  command  was  sent  out  of  the  Mediterranean,  after  I  re- 
ceiveil  official  notice  from  bim  on  the  15th  December  last, 
except   the   Amazon,   which   was  sent  to  Lisbon   with  my 

M>nns  exp<«:ed  bj  tbe  Admiraltr  from  me  with  the  small  force  intrusted  to  my 
ccmmand.  No  one.  I  will  \enture  to  sar,  can  have  shomi  more  zeal  and  indnstiy 
than  I  have  done  in  the  execution  of  an  arduous  dutr,  which,  I  am  sorrv,  notwith- 
standicg.  to  say.  I  now  frel  mvself  unequal  to  perform  with  satisfaction  to  mj  em' 
plojer«.  and  to  m\  own  feelinpi.  extremely  hurt  by  recent  treatment 

"■  May  I.  then.  reque5t  of  your  Lordship  permission  to  retire  flrom  a  situation  I  owe 
to  your  goodness,  and  which  to  hold  any  longer,  would  prove  me  nnworthj  tbe 
protection  I  ha\e  receiTcd.  In  resigning  my  command  into  abler  hands,  possessing 
the  contidence  of  the  Admiralty,  I  shall  have  the  satisfaction  to  believe  I  am  pro- 
moling  his  Mi^esty's  Service,  at  tbe  same  time  that  I  am  dischor^g  a  duty  1  owe 
to  my  Country,  and  to  my  own  character.  I  remain,  my  Lord,  with  the  strongest 
sense  of  obligation,  of  consideration,  and  esteem,  your  Lordship's  most  faithAi]  and 
obedient  servant. — J.  Oide." 

*  Vide  p.  377,  ante. 
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dispatebes.  A  copy  of  my  order*  to  Captain  Parker  for  the 
perfbrmaDce  of  this  service,  is  herewith  transmitted  for  their 
Lordships'  information.  Not  having  received  intimation  from 
any  qoarter  whatever,  of  Sir  John  Orde's  being  placed  in  the 
command  of  a  Squadron  off  Cadiz,  the  instant  our  Minister 
left  Madrid,  I  reiniforced  the  Squadron  then  under  Sir  Richard 
Strachan,  as  much  as  the  force  under  mv  command  would 
permit,  that  the  operations  of  the  Enemy  in  that  quarter 
might,  as  much  as  possible,  be  checked  and  frustrated.  I  am. 
Sir,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  COMMISSIONER  OTWAY,  GIBRALTAR. 
[Aatograph,  in  the  possession  of  Kear-Admiral  Inglefield,  C.B.] 

Victory,  March  30th,  ISM. 

My  dear  Commissioner, 

I  received,  on  the  26th,  all  your  kind  communications  from 
Malta,  for  which  I  sincerely  thank  you,  and  I  am  very  sorry 

that  Captain  should  have  so  far  forgot  himself,  as  to 

write  you  such  an  improper  letter ;  but  these  young  gentle- 
men sometimes  think  they  have  no  superiors,  and  that  their 
mandates  are  to  be  a  law.  I  shall  write  him  a  public  letter 
upon  the  subject,  and  you  will  receive  a  public  letter*  also 
Scorn  me  upon  it. 

I  hope  you  have  had  a  safe  and  quick  passage  to  Gibraltar. 
I  hope  long  before  this  that  the  Admiralty  have  attended  to 
my  representations  about  giving  Gibraltar  that  force,  which  is 
al^olutely  necessary  to  insure  its  supply  of  fresh  provisions ; 
and  as  I  have  not  the  pleasure  of  being  known  to  General 
Fox,  I  wish  you  would  tell  of  the  absolute  want  of  Small 
Craft  at  Malta,  and  that  I  have  them  not  under  my  command, 
or  Gibraltar  should  not  have  been  neglected  by  me.  K  Sir 
John  Orde  was  junior  to  me,  I  should  instruct  him  as  I  have 
done  formerly  Sir  Richard  Strachan  and  Captain  Gore.' 

I  have  certainly  had  a  long  trip  after  the  French  Fleet,  and 
now  we  hav^^  report  that  their  Troops  embarked  on  Thurs- 

•  Vide  p.  808,  ante. 

*  The  letters  alluded  to  have  not  been  found.  '  Vide  ante. 
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iikj.  yticdL  ±1«L  G:o  seod  it  maj  be  tme ;  but  if  they  do 
iiic  nans  ijT^  Tfrj  si»r^  I  sh&H  give  up  the  hc^ies  of  meet- 
zur  HifT-  &z>i  liirL  pr:e£«d  to  Foigland.  I  sincerely  hope 
jliCLJUz  vil  eack^«  tie  d:eAdAil  soouxge  of  last  autumn, 
[  Zizrt  GirZitrL  FwX  ia?  bcmt  dovn  all  the  small  homes 
E  :iir  :ib:x  :•:  tl-e  Tw tz.  :  &nd  perhaps  if  half  the  Tonin  went 
▼viL  Uiis.  i:  Tr:-.ili  bt  better  for  the  RocL  With  eveiy 
r.oi  'T-.-ic.  I  izi  cTc7.  CIV  dear  Coounissioner;,  jour  moch 

Nelson  and  Bbontl 


.  _>.  •  f*. . » >> 


r:  ."attaiv  slitn  h.m.  ship  superr 

rirtofT.  Mmreh  30lh,  1«(». 
Mas  Pnriic 

Mj  >ir  Kea^s. 

I  ^1:  =!a=c  exceedinglj  last  night,  at  finding  your  friend 

Ai=iral  MiirraT  so  exceetiin^^Iv  hurt  at  some  conversation 

nsafied  ictween  vou  and  him,  about  hammocks    I 

;^v  a&^ur>e  vou.  that  so  far  from  Admiral  Mur- 

rtj  •a-.-^i:.,:..-.j:  ir.v  5:^.tnfs  from  the  Superb,  that  he  would 

>:rt-:.i  lii-  j>.  in:  lo  complv  with  your  wishes,  well  knowing 

:ljb;  :-  j-ur  ?csci:v  sur^i^jes  vou  would  take  no  more  than  was 

a:s.  l-u'.y  ::tx>?SN3ry  for  present  use.     The  Superb,  upon  every 

cj-nsciersrion.  whether  I  consider  the  value  of  her  Captain  as 

iT,  ^.^Ec^r.  or  the  importance  of  preser\ing  her  Sbip*8  com- 

r^ir.v,  ouc'-i  'o  have  ever\'  comfort  which  the  Service  will 

ixiss^lriv  allo-a--     I  have,  therefore,  desired  that  Admiral  Mur^ 

r&v  m:*.;  ^^:  tium  vou  an  account  of  the  number  of  hammocks 

w^Lr.:ei:  :o  complete  the  Superb  for  Channel  Service,  that  I 

niay  <^-uJ  10  Naples  to  purchase  them ;  and  I  again  assure 

Vvvj  ihi:   Admiral  3Iurray  would  stretch  any  length  which 

vou  cvxild  desire,  to  meet  vour  wants  and  wishes.     The  situa- 

tion  of  lirei  Captain  is  certainly  a  very  unthankful  Office,  for 

if  there  is  .-i  doticiency  of  stores,  he  must  displease,  probablyi 

the  whv«le  Fleet :  for  no  Ship  can  have  her  demands  complied 

w::h.     I  wish,  my  dear  Keats,  you  would  tum'^his  in  your 

mind,  and  relieve  Admiral  Murray  from  the  uneasiness  your 

cv>nvensation  has  given  him ;  for  I  will  venture  to  say,  that  if 
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he  could  (or  ought  to)  show  a  partiality,  it  would  be  to  the 
Superb,  because  her  Captain  husbands  the  stores  in  a  most 
exemplary  manner.  You  will  readily  conceive  what  I  must 
feel  upon  this  occasion,  being  most  truly  your  most  obliged 
and  fiuthful  friend. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  WILLIAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ^  ADMIRALTY. 
[Original,  in  the  Admiralty.] 
Victorj,  in  Palma  Bay,  Sardinia,  SOtli  March,  1805. 

Sir, 
I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  31st  January,  (together 
with  a  copy  of  the  instructions  therein  mentioned,)  acquaint- 
ing me  that  their  Lordships  had  directed  Major  James  Weir, 
of  the  Royal  Marines,  to  proceed  to  Malta,  with  the  party 
named  in  the  margin  of  the  said  letter,  for  the  purpose  of 
enlisting  Recruits  towards  completing  the  Detachments  on 
board  the  Ships  under  my  command,  and  to  send  the  overplus 
(if  any)  to  England ;  and  signifying  their  Lordships'  direction 
to  me  to  give  such  orders,  as  I  may  judge  necessary  from 
time  to  time,  to  carry  their  said  instructions  into  effect.  Li 
answer  to  which,  you  will  please  to  acquaint  the  Lords  Com- 
missioners of  the  Admiralty,  that  I  shall  {)aydue  obedience  to 
their  instructions  communicated  to  me  in  your  said  letter,  and 
that  I  have  directed  Captain  Adair,  of  the  Royal  Marines, 
belonging  to  the  Victory,  whom  I  had  some  time  ago  ap- 
pointed Inspecting  Officer  for  the  raising  Recruits  for  the 
Marine  Service,  to  discontinue  doing  so ;  but  from  the  reasons 
stated  in  his  letter  herewith  enclosed,  I  have  permitted  him 
to  receive,  from  the  different  parts  of  the  Mediterranean,  such 
Recruits  as  his  agents  may  have  raised  by  his  authority,  and 
must  beg  you  will  be  pleased  to  call  their  Lordships'  attention 
to  the  very  just  statement  he  has  made,  in  order  that  he  may 
not  only  be  entitled  to  the  usual  allowance  made  to  Recruit- 
ing Officers  in  England,  but  also  such  remuneration  for  the 
loss  he  is  likely  to  sustain  by  his  prudent  precaution,  in 
providing  such  clothing  for  the  new  raised  Recruits  as  they 
were  likely  to  be  in  want  of,  immediately  they  were  found  fit 
for  the  Service,  and  attested.    The  several  incidental  expenses 
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mcnoxxcd  in  Capcain  Adu-'s  saud  lener  cannot  escape  their 
LordsLIitf'  Dsxice:  azid  I  must,  in  justice  to  this  most  excel- 
lent 0£cer.  accoainc  vou,  for  their  Lordships'  information, 
that  hi«  zeal  for  ihe  Pobiic  Service  has  been  Tcry  great,  and  his 
exertions  iixiefar: gable,  the  number  of  Recruits  he  has  raised, 
amoondnz  to  one  hondred  and  eightr-four,  as  mentioned  in 
the  lists  herewith  traromined,  have  been  all  stout,  prime  men; 
and  mv  coaadering  hif  Appointment  as  permanent,  has  no 
doubt  led  him  to  the  most  livelv  exertion,  and  recommended 
the  provision  he  has  made  for  their  fiiture  clothing,  as  neces- 
sarr.  I  therefore  feel  his  case  particularly  hard,  and  trust 
their  Lordships  will  take  it  into  consideration,  and  order  him 
such  remuneration  and  recompence  as  thev  shall  deem  him 

entitled  to.     I  am.  Sir,  &c. 

Nei^son  akd  Bronte. 


TO  WILLIAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ^  ADMIRALTY'. 

[Aaiognph,  in  the  poewHion  of  M».  Leake.] 

Victonr,  March  dOth,  lB(Vt. 

My  dear  Sir, 

I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  Mr.  M ,  who  seems 

a  well-informed  gentleman ;  but  I  do  not  think  the  situation 
you  have  placed  him  in  can  be  either  lucrative  or  pleasant 
The  arrival  of  Admiral  Louis  will  enable  me  to  get  a  litde 
rest,  which  I  shall  take  as  soon  as  I  am  satisfied  in  my  own 
mind  that  the  French  will  not  put  to  sea.  On  March  25th, 
they  either  entirely  disembarked  their  Troops,  or  re-embarked 
them :  I  sincerely  hope  the  latter,  and,  if  so,  I  think  a  few 
days  will  settle  all  my  business  in  the  Mediterranean.  I  am 
truly  sensible  of  all  your  kind  attentions ;  and  believe  me, 
with  the  highest  respect,  your  most  obliged. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

I  beg  my  respectful  compliments  to  Lord  and  Lady  Spencer 
when  you  see  them. 
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TO  DOCTOR  8EWELL,'  JUDGE  OF  THE  VICE-ADMIRALTY  COURT 

AT  MALTA. 

[P^om  Clarke  and  M< Arthur,  vol.  ii.  p.  400.] 

[About  dOth  March,  1805.] 

I  had  hopes  to  have  sent  the  French  Fleet  for  condemna- 
tion ;  and  although  my  hopes  diminish^  yet  it  is  possible  it 
may  arrive  before  April  is  over,  after  which  some  other  Ad- 
miral must  have  that  great  felicity.     I  am,  &c 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  THE  COMMISSIONERS  OF  THE  TRANSPORT  BOARD. 

[Original,  in  the  Record  Office,  Tower.] 

Victory,  in  Palma  Bay,  Sardinia,  30th  March,  1805. 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  to  acknowledge  your  letter  of  the  29th  January, 
with  the  List  of  Transports,  therein  mentioned,  in  the  Medi- 
terranean, and  under  orders  for  Gibraltar,  and  requesting 
that  those  upon  the  highest  terms  of  hire,  also  such  others  as 
may  not  be  wanted,  are  sent  home,  in  order  to  their  being 
discharged  from  the  Service.  In  answer,  I  have  to  assure  you 
that  the  Agents  for  Transports  at  Malta  and  Gibraltar  have 
the  most  positive  instructions  from  mc,  to  send  the  Transports 
upon  the  highest  terms  of  hire,  and  also  such  others  as  are 
not  wanted  for  the  service  of  Malta,  and  the  Fleet  under  my 
command,  by  every  opportunity  of  Convoy  that  oflFers;  and  I 
have  reason  to  believe  that  my  orders  arc  most  strictly  attended 
to. 

The  Transports  sent  to  Odessa  by  Sir  Alexander  Ball  for 
com  for  the  Inhabitants  of  Malta,  I  cannot  take  upon  me  to 
account  for,  as,  of  course,  he  will  have  satisfied  Government 
with  the  propriety  of  this  measure.  The  misfortune  that 
happened  to  the  Convoy  under  the  late  Arrow  and  Acheron 
has,  no  doubt,  detained  the  Transports  intended  for  England 
under  their  protection ;  but  they  will  soon  arrive  under  the 
Anson  and  Convoy  from  Malta.     I  am,  &c 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

^  Afterwards  Sir  John  Sewell,  Knighted  in  May  1819. 
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TO  ALEXANDER  DAVISON,  ESQ. 
'A-iif-zn^-h.  in  the  possesion  of  Colonel  Davison.] 

Victory,  Mircb  30th,  im. 

My  dear  Davison, 

Your  kind  leners  of  January  28th,  Februaiy  11th,  and 
lodi.  I  received  bv  the  Amboscade,  and  I  shall  by  this  occa- 
son  do  licik  more  then  thank  you  for  them ;  for  unles  the 
IVril  himself  stands  at  the  door,  you  will,  perhaps,  nearly  as 
scoQ  as  this  letter,  see  me  in  England.  I  have  had  a  very 
bird  fisg.  I  shall  not  talk  of  Sir  John  Orde,  who  must  be  tb 
ncbes:  Admiral  that  ever  England  saw.  lie  will  torment  the 
enough.  *  How  should  he  know  how  to  behave:  he 
iz#  at  Sea  /**  I  only  hope  that  I  shall  not  be  kept  longer 
in  Qnirantine  than  is  necessary.  At  this  moment,  we  have 
DOC  a  sick  man  in  the  Fleet — I  mean,  beyond  accidents.  You 
will  xeaaember  me  kindly  to  Nepean,  and  I  shall  hope  to  see 
v\>a  in  Sc  James's  Square,  and  do  mot  get  into  Parliament  I 
a=i  ever,  my  dear  Darison,  yours  most  &ithfully. 

Nelson  and  Bbonte. 


TO  \"ICE-ADMIRAL  BUGH. 

JTr-.-ai  y «7»lAr«  ••  NftTiI  Bic^griptT."  Supplement,  part  i.  p.  431.   "  MuehSlrt 

i.  f   S.'ci'      P.V.    A:  'i'W  '^*'.Atd  and  made  sail  to  the  Sooth  ward.     Sqaadron 

««t.£^M  a»  .-^rrTYn-;-:.    April  Im   'i.  t.  March  31st.  p.m.]     Squally.    At  &'90> 

aairz.ccv«  -jr  P^  £.'1*^5.      S^sadron  anchored  here  as  conTenienL"* — J-ldortft 

Victory,  March  3l8t,  ISW. 

M^n V  Oianks  tor  your  constant  and  kind  attention  in  sending 
me  Xew5^;vr&  Your  son  is  certainlv  upon  the  Admiralty 
lis:,  bu:  so  tar  down,  that  nothing  less  than  the  French  anu 
St>&:v.sii  F.ci::s  being  captured,  can  give  him  a  reasonable 
cLai'-vX"  :  however,  it  is  good  to  be  upon  that  list   I  can  assure 


*  '  -i  Ns-.-  l-rv  *:'.-IfC  :j  aa  old  anecdote,  which,  though  well  known  to 
•^.*,^^  -<:  -*i-^  rii«  =.:  t«e  #^  :o  ciliei*.  A  sailor,  seeing  a  young  Prince  of 
5>rf  'Sl.v-c  S.*i»l  .'-  '.irf  qtsarWT-deci  with  his  hat  on.  whflc  the  Admiral,  Captain. 
vni  CNiVr  OScvn  w»:v  naeoi«*i.  exprwaed  his  astonishment  to  a  sUpmate,  who 
tv-C^,  *•  W^'.  b.*w  s^o^U  he  kjiow  manners,  seeing  as  how  he's  neyer  been  to 
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yoo  that  your  son  is  an  excellent  young  man.  Tou  must 
foi^ve  my  short  letter,  and  only  believe  that  I  am  ever,  my 
dear  Admiral,  your  most  faithiul  servant, 

NSI.SON  AND  Bronte. 


TO  EARL  CAMDENr  K.G. 
[Original,  in  the  Colonial  OiBee.] 

Victory,  April  Ist,  1805. 

My  Lord, 

I  have  been  honoured  with  your  letter  of  December  3rd, 
inclosing  a  copy  of  one  from  your  Liordship  to  General  Vil- 
lettes.  I  had  very  long  ago  wrote  to  the  General,  that  those 
2000  Troops  were  intended,  unless  called  for,  for  other  urgent 
occasions,  for  the  service  of  Sicily,  and  that  either  Mr.  Elliot 
or  the  Governor  of  Messina,  or  when  his  own  judgment  pointed 
out  the  necessity  of  sending,  not  upon  any  account  to  wait 
for  any  notice  from  me ;  and  the  Commander  of  I}.  M.  Ships 
stationed  there,  has  orders  to  give  all  the  assistance  in  his 
power  for  getting  them  quickly  to  Messina. 

I  have  a  letter  from  Algiers  of  March  16th,  from  Mr. 
Cartwright,  who  states  that  the  Regency  seem  very  happy  at 
our  reconciliation,  and  that  there  is  every  probability  of  our 
remaining  good  friends.  I  am  so  near  going  to  England  to 
try  and  recruit  myself,  that  I  shall  not  at  this  moment  intrude 
upon  your  Lordship  any  opinion  of  mine,  relative  to  the 
Countries  whose  present  situation  and  Government  are  not 
secure  from  one  day  to  another.  I  have  wrote  to  Sir  John 
Acton  to  warn  him  of  the  state  of  Sicily  from  French  intrigues. 
France  will  have  both  Sardinia  and  Sicily  very  soon,  if  we  do 
not  prevent  it,  and  Egypt  besides.     I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  ADMIRAL  LORD  RADSTOCK. 
[Autograph,  in  the  possession  of  Rear-Admiral  Lord  Radstock,  C.B.] 

Victory,  April  1st,  1805. 

My  dear  Lord, 
Many  thanks  for  your  truly  kind  letter  of  February  14th, 
which  I  passed  in  a  heavy  gale  of  wind  between  the  Morea 
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sod  CaodiJu  I  owe  mnch  of  mj  Gune  oa  that  day*  to  your 
truiT  hocoanble  mind:  bet  for  jou  it  would  hardly  hare 
Tieec^  known  :hat  I  was  presenL 

As  my  scadcA  waas  to  be  lopped  to  pre  Sir  John  Orde  a 
fcmxne.  and  co  keep  me  poor,  for  that  was  sure  to  be  the 
namral  coosecnecce  of  any  Admiral  being  placed  outside  the 
Medirerranean,  I  wish  it  had  falleu  to  you,  for  you  had  at 
least  doue  as  much  serrice  as  Sir  John  Orde,  or  any  other 
man  in  ihe  Service.     Report  say*  that  Sir  John  Orde  will  be 
the  richest  Adziiral  th^t  England  ever  saw.     It  cannot  be 
pleiBsins  to  me  to  have  every  person  tell  me  this ;  but  my  soul 
soars  above  thk  consideration,  although  I  cannot  help  thinking 
that  I  could  have  made  as  ^ood  a  use  of  a  large  fortune  as  Sir 
John  Orde.  or  any  other  AdmiraL     I  should  like  to  have 
tried.     When  opportunity  oder«.  and  a  good  Frigate  oflen^ 
your  son  shall  be  put  into  a  Frigate,  and  I  am  sure  Sir  Richard 
Bickerton  will  do  whatever  you  wish  him.     I  am  very  near 
mv  departure :  the  moment  I  make  up  my  mind  the  French 
Fleet  will  not  come  out  this  summer,  I  embark  in  the  Superk 
>Iy  health  does  not  improve ;  but,  because  I  am  not  confined 
to  my  bed,  people  will  not  believe  my  state  of  health.     Your 
son  is  very  well  and  as  good  as  ever,  and  I  am  always,  my  dear 
Lord,  your  most  grateful  and  obliged  friend. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  EARL  CAMDEN,  K.G. 


^Oh^i2ul.  in  iht  Co'.onijl  0£c«.     "April  3rd.   a.x.   At  ■'^-30.  weighed  tod  mide 
tmL  as  did  ihe  S^TXAiroa." — Tlfrto'y's  Z-w.] 

VieioTT.  April  3rd,  IS05. 

Mv  Lord. 

I  send  you  a  letter  from   Mr.  Magnon,  our   Consul  at 

Cagliari,  by  which  you  will  form  some  further  judgment  of 

the  state  of  the  Island  of  Sardinia,  whose  fate  is  drawing  fiist 

to  a  close.     I  have,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

*  The  Battle  ofthe  Uth  of  Febmair.  1797. 
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TO  CAPTAIN  SIR  RICHARD  STRACHAN,  BART.,  H.  M.  SHIP 

DONEGAL. 

[Autograph  in  the  poneMionofB.Wfttson,  Esq.  **  April  4th.  a.m.  10,  Employed 
desring  Ship  for  Action.  Phshe  rejoined  with  intelligeiice  that  the  French  Fleet 
were  put  to  sea.  (At  1023,  made  the  signal  to  Prepare  for  Battle. — Signal  Log,) 
Passed  through  the  Fleet  a  Spanish  Cartel.  iEtna  parted  at  Noon.  Squadron  in 
eompanj.  TorohoreE.  J  N.  distance  0  leagues,  p.m.  2^  Active  rejoined.  4,  Active 
and  Ambuscade  parted.    0,  Phcebe  parted.*" — Victory's  Log.] 

Private.  victory,  Apnl  3rd,  1805. 

My  dear  Sir  Richard^ 
You  know  it  was  my  wish  to  have  sent  you  home  with  the 
Amphitrite,  without  being  tacked  to  a  Convoy,  and  indeed 
the  wishes  of  the  Admiralty,  that  the  Line  of  Battle  Ships 
should  go  home  by  themselves ;  but  as  I  have  received  ac- 
counts that  seventeen  Sail  of  the  Arrow's  Convoy  are  at 
Gibraltar,  I  have  been  obliged  to  order  you  to  protect  them, 
but  I  still  hope  that  you  will  fall  in  with  a  Galleon ;  and  that 
you  may,  is  the  sincere  wish,  my  dear  Sir  Richard,  of  your 
most  faithfiil  friend, 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  CAPTAIN  THOMAS,  H.  M.  BOMB  iETNA. 
[Autograph,  in  the  possession  of  Rear-  Admiral  Thomas.] 

Victory,  April  4th,  1805. 

Sir, 
The  French  Fleet  is  at  sea,"  steering  to  the  Southward. 
Proceed  off  Cagliari,  fire  guns,  and  call  out  the  Seahorse,  and 
desire  Captain  Boyle  to  join  me.     I  am  now  standing  to  the 

•  Napoleon's  **  plan  was  resolved  upon  early  in  March,  and  the  orders  accord- 
ingly given.  In  this  plan,  as  in  that  of  Surinam,  the  English  were  to  he  decoyed 
towards  India  and  the  West  Indies,  whither  the  Squadron  of  Admiral  Missiessy, 
which  had  sailed  on  the  11th  of  January,  already  called  their  attention,  and  the 
French  were  then  suddenly  to  return  to  the  seas  of  Europe,  with  an  assemblage  of 
force  superior  to  any  Squadron  the  English  could  muster.  It  was  in  some  degree 
the  same  project  as  that  of  the  previous  December,  but  increased  and  completed  by 
the  junction  of  the  forces  of  Spain.  Admiral  Villeneuve  was  to  sail  with  the  first 
favourable  wind,  pass  the  Strait,  call  at  Cadiz  for  Admiral  Gravina,  with  six  or  seven 
Spanish  Ships  of  the  Line,  besides  the  Eagle,  then  proceed  to  Martinique,  and,  if 
Missiessy  were  still  there,  join  him,  and  wait  for  a  further  junction  more  considerable 
than  all  the  others.    This  junction  was  that  of  Ganteaume.     He,  profiting  by  the 
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WesrvxrL  is  I  do  not  thisk  the  French  will  make  T(m>.    I 
TI  Lim  r.:-  more,  as  xsv  movements  most  be  Teryon* 
;  be:.  I  belieTe,  ihe  French,  if  tbej  do  not  make  Toro^ 
;e  Gal::&.     1  am.  Sir,  Yonrs  faithfiilly, 

Nelsox  akd  Bbonte. 


tnc  *'rc:i,:»irLL  ri>  wzi  :i  »i  icli  iz^perw  :*«  E£:z&h.  w  to  sa3  Cram  Breft  wiik 
rw*xr^-:»si»  ^ir^*.  -^  r*^^  f  -^^  fcrssr^il.  *K*r  f>r  F*rpoL  be  joined  brtbeFraKk 
t -.:=:•  71  :i  r  .n  -.l-ir^.  lii  :>  fT*zi*'_  ii-l-jios  wLich  "»':ald  be  ready  to  sail,tBi 
iirx  vx;  j:r  V>t-Lz:.^><.  'w'z.'tTt  y-Z'jiZK-z-*  v.iLI  k«  avaiting  him.  AAer  tldi 
r*i-rv  ifr?-*Tn  :-.tj»-  "wi_:i  Tr«r*e-:«ni  :>:::  fev  ^mI  'iiSealnes.  iheie  vonU  be  H 
Mir-i.ij^i'*  rv-.l-*  ?uZ  ^z»irr  VZ*-<3Te.  six  or  seTen  imder  GraTixm.  fire  Md«r 
ILsf- jTMy.  i2,i  r«-f=.?T -:-:.«  -^zricr  Gtnseaszi'e.  b««f,if«  ii;^  Franco- Spanish  Sqaaim 
:(f  J-!rr.L  liii:  :.«  ::  mt.  i,:*:-;  i^x  ;o  fixir  Sell — an  enonnoos  forte,  the  eoi- 
wazTK^-  r  :i  w_i:i  "i^ui  i-jTf*r  :■?*-  ^l:r****i  a:  aay  time,  or  on  any  sea.  Thcplm 
w  zi.  ▼  <!•.  :  -jkzi*-'.  «•:  v<»I.eaucilic«*L  iL&z  i:  neeevarilj  prodaced  in  the  waA 
:'>A3«-t»f-;-  a  nrnr*:  :fl.:T"».  £T*a  iL*  \Li£i:f^r  I>ecrc.4  confessed  that  it  |re- 
Ma=e-i  '-^  z:^r%u^  :liz^-^  'if  K:cees«.  It  vas  always  possible  to  run  oat  of  Tonkm 
v-^  Ui^  JT^nL  :::r±.-ve«-:  vizd.  as  tL-*  late  sortie  of  VilleneuTe  sbovoL 
Ti*  ;^-ic^ji  't.'Sl  OmizA  a:  Cadii.  sLocId  >**Is.-^n  l«  outwitted,  wa*  easy,  fSw  the 
Zzrz.-'z.  Lki  !■:<:  7-:  -J:::i^i:  i:  n<ee««ary  to  blx-kade  that  Port.  The  TonloB 
SrxAxr.-r:.  uii4  ir.Tr* .ay.  i  lo  «eT«nt<«n  or  eigh:een  Sail,  was  afanost  certain  tsicteb 
Xiinz::!'*.  M>?i'^^«7  Lii  v-c'i<pi  there  vithoai  meeting  anything  dmiiig  Ui 
V :;  u*.  f  i>*ic  *cfSft  M'rfr'a'iir.ea.  vLicb  he  captured.  The  most  diAcnli  poat 
vk» :  r€Z  ::'.  :f  Sr^s:  P.jjd.  B;::  in  Marca  tL^re  vas  every  reason  to  expect  tone 
*  :~LZ  *rj.L  JTW'*.  '?a^:ixzLL*.  ■;  2  anisic;  l^fre  Ferrcil,  which  was  onlybkxkaM 
sj  i-'i  .  r  *ii  7=xii*i  Si:p  if  the  Line,  would,  on  presenting  himself  with  twenty- 
c->?.  7  i:  ill  lifa  >f  iy^n-r  oit  of  their  minds,  and.  without  striking  a  blov,  sM- 
^<r-i  _i  iiiiizL^  ::  '_:«  f:r.<«  ;Le  French  division  commanded  bv  Admiral  Gonrdoa, 
gzii  -._■*<  Sta::!-':.  Ye**-!*  which  ^ere  ready,  and  then  proceed  to  Maztiiiu|Be. 
I:  .*•:  iM  - .:  ':«  «-i«7e<c:r>i  ':y  :Le  Ec^lish  that  there  was  any  design  of  assemUiof* 
a:  &  <L-Z.i  :*. :_:  lixr  Mjirtiniqae.  ±^;-u  fifty  to  sixty  Sail  of  the  Line  at  once.  Itw» 
cr.':dj>  '.'14:  zLr-.z  :i-±&  woxl  turn  towards  India.  .At  all  events,  GanteauBe. 
O  "iri  r,  ViH-r.f-T*.  Orariaa.  and  5Ii**ie»sy,  having  once  effected  a  junctioi.  bo 
F~^.^>^  S^-&ir.>~  iLii  :l.«y  niigb:  meet,  and  numbering  at  most  only  from  tvelTeto 
i^tfrz.  S^I.  wizLi  xt^izz*  ;o  opp*>^  fifty*  ^nd  the  return  into  the  Channel  vm 
c-.  u^  i-^" -•'?  «\"ir^d.  All  oar  forces,  then,  were  to  be  assembled  together  between 
ii-i  9I :  :y^  .i  1  .rlini  a&d  France,  at  the  moment  when  the  Fleets  of  Engiio' 
w::Ji  :e  <»j^'  — f  :owarxls  the  Fast,  .\merica,  or  in  India.  Events  speedfly  proved 
it^  :!:«  rnn-i  {Ian  was  practicaMe  even  with  an  inferior  execution. 

"  £lt«ry  prsv'a:i:ion  was  taken  to  preserve  the  most  profound  secrecy.  ThepliB 
wjL,*  -::  .•■nf.ir'i  :o  iLe  SpAnianI*.  who  had  engaged  to  follow  with  docihty  the 
c  .r:v  -.:  •  ::*  ■:  f  N  aj:-;  It ca.  Villener.ve  and  Ganteaume  alone*  of  the  Adminds,  were  to 
b<  <-j.:r.:<:i-i  wi;h  the  secret,  and  they  were  not  to  have  it  on  soiling,  but  wheo 
fiizly  a:  >«'!i.  and  wid:out  opportunity  of  conminnicating  with  land.  Then  tbeir 
scalt^i  v^rjers.  «Lioh  they  were  only  to  oiH?n  on  n.*aching  a  certain  latitude,  wonM 
ia>:r:iot  iLem  what  course  to  steer.  None  of  the  Captains  of  these  Ships  were 
Ui  into  the  secret  of  the  expedition  ;  but  they  had  certain  fixed  points  at  which  to 
rejoin  each  other  in  case  of  separation.  None  of  the  Ministers  were  acquainted 
writh  the  plan  except  .\dniiral  Decres.    He  was  expressly  instructed  to  correspoiul 
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TO  CAPTAIN  DURBAN,  H.  M,  SHIP  AMBUSCADE. 
[From  Clarke  and  M 'Arthur,  vol.  ii.  p.  401.] 

4th  April,  1805. 

Proceed  to  Galita,  communicate  with  the  fishermen,  and 
try  and  find  out  if  they  have  seen  the  French  Fleet.  I  shall 
lie-to  all  night,  and  drift  for  Galita,  and  I  shall  try  to  keep 
within  Sardinia  and  Galita  till  you  join.  If  I  am  led  away  by 
information,  I  shall  endeavour  to  send  a  letter  to  Palma,  St. 
Pierres,  or  CagliarL    I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  WILLIAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ.,  ADMIRALTi'. 

[Original,  in  the  Admiralty.] 

Victor^',  at  Sea,  4th  April,  1805. 

Sir, 
In  consequence  of  His  Majesty's  Sloop  Childers  not  having 
joined  the  Fleet,  and  being  desirous  that  the  Renown  and 
Convoy  from  Gibraltar  should  not  be  detained  a  moment, 
I  have  given  a  Commisson  to  Captain  Corbet  of  the  Bittern, 
to  be  Captain  of  the  Amphitrite  in  the  room  of  Sir  William 
Bolton,  and  appointed  the  Purser  of  the  Bittern  also  to  that 
Frigate ;  I  have  likewise  given  a  Commission  [to  Lieutenant] 
Louis,  who  I  had  appointed  to  supersede  Sir  William  Bolton 
in  the  Childers,  to  be  Commander  of  the  Bittern,  and  ap- 
pointed Mr.  George  VoUer  Oughton*  (who  was  intended  to 

direotlj  with  Napoleon,  and  to  write  his  dispatches  with  his  own  hand.  The  re- 
part  of  an  expedition  to  India  was  circulated  in  all  the  Ports.  It  was  pretended 
that  great  numbers  of  Troops  were  embarked ;  in  reality,  tiie  Toulon  Squadrou  was 
chained  to  take  scarcely  three  thousand  men,  and  the  Brest  Squadron  six  or  seven 
thousand.  The  Admirals  were  instructed  to  land  half  that  force  in  the  West  Indies, 
to  reinforce  the  garrisons  there,  and  to  bring  back  four  or  five  thousand  of  the  best 
soldiers,  to  add  to  the  force  of  Boulogne. 

"  By  arranging  matters  thus,  the  Fleets  would  not  be  greatly  encumbered,  but 
free  and  comfortable.  They  were  all  victualled  for  six  months,  so  that  they  might 
remain  at  sea  a  long  time  without  puttiug  into  Port.  Couriers  were  despatched 
to  FeiTol  and  Cadiz,  bearing  orders  to  have  everything  prepared  for  weighing, 
because,  at  any  moment,  the  blockade  might  be  raised  by  an  allied  Fleet,  without 
saying  which  or  how.'* — Ibid.  p.  IGO. 

'  Now  a  Knight  of  the  Portuguese  Order  of  the  Tower  and  Sword ;  he  was  not 
confirmed  as  Parser  until  December  1807. 


[ISOSL 

s-jxseria  ±ii  P^ser  :f  ibc  Cfcildeis)  to  be  Pmser  of  the  Btt- 
:£n  12=1:  Zisn-w^  znzssli  voa  copies  of  the  said  two  Coo- 
xjsiic:!  izii  '^imcrs.  vhSch  I  request  too  will  be  so  good  it 
^-r  u£5:c*  :ije  Lirid  C-:<naiisioDeR  of  the  Admiralt?  for 
zzsi^  _ij':r=iizj:c.  i::>i  =>3Te  iheir  Lordsfaipe  to  confinn  the 
rtscen^*  icrt:'Ji:zDer::«w  I  asi  errremelT  coDcerned  that  the 
L  :_ii«irr  'ub  iiic  -liieL  la:  trusi  their  Lordships  will  approrc 
:c  Uif  uTi=;£*!=ic:i2  I  ZATe  made  in  consequence,  aod  of 
"ZMi  zuic'-ts  :-:r  Zi'X  deuisinz  the  Renown  and  their  public 

I  izi,  Sb.  TCGT  most  obedient,  humble  senrant, 

Nelson  axd  BaoNTSi 


r:-  TlllULM  MXESDES,  E&Q-  ADMIRALTY. 

~  -^zo..  n  .!>•  i-OL^n^.  Bii  A-i^^ri^  irmsfL:.  in  the  poMetuoB  of  tk 


Vicicry.  ii  S«a.  dth  April,  l^!05. 

Tbe  Fr^cd  F.<eic:  pa:  to  sea  in  the  night  of  Saturday, 

yiizzi  o-.'iiu  izLi  en  SoDdaj  morning  the  Slst,  at  eight  o'clod, 

ti-f  J  Trers  sc^i.  zj  lie  AciItc  and  Phopbe,  with  a  light  breeie 

a.:  y.E^  Kcxiziz^  S-S.W..  wiih  all  sail  set ;  their  force  is  sup- 

p.gt-i  ij  :ir  Triz^ics  zo  be  eleven  Sail  of  the  Line,  seven 

Frl,ri:c:?*  4J^i  t»o  Brljs.     At  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening 

CApiiin  Mo-^irav  deiached  the  Phcebe,  (Cape  Sicie  then 

bearing  N.  b  E..  in:e  bearings,  twenty  leagues)  to  join  me, 

which  ?he  did  oS"  Toro  yesterday  morning  April  the  4th,  and 

the  Acuve  joined  at  three  o'clock  in  the  aftemooiL     Captain 

Moubray.  the  night  of  the  31st  ultimo,  having  kept  his  wind, 

with  fresh  breezes  from  the  W.N.W.,  lost  sight  of  the  Enemy; 

and  therefore  thinks  thev  either  bore  awav  to  the  Eastward, 

or  steered  S.S-W.,  as  they  were  going,  when  first  seen.    From 

the  morninir  of  April  1st.  the  winds  have  been  very  variable  and 

mostly  Southerly  and  Easterly,  till  the  night  of  the  3rd,  when 

it  set  in  fresh  at  X.W.     I  have  placed  Frigates  on  the  Coast 

of  Barbary..  and  off  Toro,  and  am  laving  half-way  between 

Galita  and  Sardinia ;  for,  I  am  sure,  if  they  are  bound  this 

route  that  they  could  not  pass  before  this  day.     The  Minister 

of  the  Marine  is  said  to  command  them,  and  I  have  nothing 

to  wish  for  but  to  meet  them :   the  Fleet  I  have  the  honour 


-fiT.  46.]  LETTERa  397 

to  command  is  everything  which  I  could  wish  in  respect  to 
health  and  discipline,  and  their  Lordships  may  rely  that 
nothing  shall  be  left  undone  to  get  at  them  by,  Sir,  your 
most  obedient,  humble  servant. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  VISCOUNT  MELVILLE. 

[From  Clarke  and  M*Arthar,  vol.  ii.  p.  401.] 

0th  April,  1805,  Midway  between 
the  Coast  of  Barbary  and  Sardinia. 

My  dear  Lord, 
Although  I  feel  so  far  comfortable  that  the  French  Fleet  is 
at  sea,  yet  I  must  have  a  natural,  and  I  hope  a  laudable  anxiety 
of  mind,  until  I  have  the  happiness  of  seeing  them.  However, 
I  have  covered  the  Channel  from  Barbary  to  Toro,  with 
Frigates  and  the  Fleet  The  French  could  not  pass  before  to- 
day, if  this  be  their  route.  I  must  leave  as  little  as  possible 
to  chance,  and  I  shall  make  sure  they  are  to  the  Eastward  of 
me,  before  I  risk  cither  Sardinia,  Sicily,  or  Naples ;  for  they 
may  delay  their  time  of  coming  even  this  distance,  from  an 
expectation  that  I  shall  push  for  Egypt,  and  thus  leave  them 
at  liberty  to  act  against  Sardinia,  Sicily,  or  Naples.  I  have 
taken  everything  into  my  most  serious  consideration ;  and 
although  I  may  err  in  my  judgment,  yet  your  Lordship  may 
rely,  that  I  will  do  what  I  think  is  best  for  the  honour  of  my 
King  and  Country,  and  for  the  protection  of  his  Majesty's 
Allies.     I  vdll  not  say  more.     I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  EARL  CAMDEN,  K.G. 


[Original,  in  the  Colonial  Office.  **  April  0th.  a.m.  A  Turkish  Corvette  came 
into  the  Squadron  and  saluted  with  fifteen  guns,  which  we  returned  with  an  equal 
number.  Amazon  rejoined  with  three  Transports.  Bittern,  Phcebe,  and  Moucheron 
joined.  P.M.  Moucheron  parted.— Fur/ory'<2«^.] 

Victory,  April  5th,  1800. 

My  Lord, 
Was  the  letter  from  the  Grand  Vizir  only  flattering  to  me, 
I  should,  perhaps,  not  send  it ;  but  it  conveys  such  sentiments 
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of  gratitude  to  oar  Sorereign,  that  I  (eel  I  on^it  not  to  witb* 
hold  iL  I  therefore  inclose  the  translation  sent  from  Con- 
stantinople, which  I  hope  your  Lordship  will  approve.    I 

have,  &c 

Nelson  asd  Bbohtb. 


TO  THE  GRAND  VIZIR. 

'Frr^m  CImA^  umI  M'AnLor.  vol.  ii.  p.  4**1.    After  tssmmg  the  Gnmd  Viiir  of 

LijB  inri'jlMLl*:  aiuwrLm^Dt  to  tL<t  Soblime  Pon«.  and  to  Lis  Imperial  Majestj;  and 

ibai  in  LaviDir  r«rr«-ntlj  purs-  ed  the  Common  Enemj  to  the  Morea  and  EgTpCi 

belies i£7  that  to  Lave  b«:«n  iLeir  deftinailon.  he  had  only  obeyed  the  orders  aHu 

Sorertiyn,  he  added  :"• 

5ih  April,  1805. 

No  particular  merit  is,  I  feci,  due  to  an  Officer  for  the  per- 
formance of  his  duty.  I  think  it  is  very  possible  that  their 
destination  may  be  either  to  the  Morea  or  £gypt  I  haTe 
placed  his  31  ajcsty^s  Fleet  in  the  narrow  part  between  Sardinia 
and  the  Coast  of  Africa,  therefore  it  is  scarcely  possible  for 
them  to  pass  without  my  seeing  them,  or  receiving  accounts 

from  the  Frigates. I  have  only  to  hope  that  God 

Almighty  will  deliver  them  into  my  hands,  and  give  his  bless- 
ing to  mv  endeavours  to  serve  the  Public  cause.     I  am,  &c. 

JNelson  and  Bronte.* 


TO  COMMISSIONER  OTWAY,  GIBRALTAR. 
[Aqto^raph,  in  the  possession  of  Rear-Admind  Inglefield,  C.B.] 

Victory,  0  a-m.,  Cth  April,  1805. 

Sir, 
The  French  Fleet  sailed  from  Toulon  on  Monday  [Sunday] 
morning,  March  the  31st,  at  eight  o'clock.  When  first  seen. 
Cape  Sicie,  bearing  North  by  East  ten  leagues,  the  wind  at 
North  East,  light  breezes.  They  were  steering  with  their 
steering- sails  set,  S.S.W.  At  sunset,  when  Phoebe  left  them, 
their  heads  were  to  the  South  West,  Cape  Sicie  N.  b  E.,  true, 
twenty  leagues.  In  the  evening,  the  wind  came  fresh  from 
the  W.N.W.     The  Active  stood  upon  a  wind  to  the  S.W.  all 

'  Statement  of  the  two  Fleets,  as  sent  by  Lord  Nelson  to  Mr.  Stnitton,  Minister 
at  Constantinople.  French  Fleet :  Eleven  Bail  of  the  Line,  seven  Frigates,  two 
Brigs.    En^h  Fleet:  Eleven  Sail  of  the  Line,  four  Frigates,  two  Corvettes. 
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night,  and  at  daylight  on  Monday  morning  did  not  see  them. 
Monday  and  Tuesday,  was  with  the  Frigates,  light  breezes 
Southerly  and  Easterly.  On  Thursday  morning,  Phoebe  joined 
me  oflF  Toro,  with  fresh  breezes  N.W.  At  3  p.m  ,  the  Active 
joined.  On  Friday,  it  was  fresh  breezes  Northerly — to-day, 
calm.  I  have  two  Frigates  on  the  Barbary  Coast ;  have  sent 
one  off  the  Straits  of  Bonifaccio,  on  the  East  side  of  Sardinia; 
and  am  myself,  till  to-morrow,  stationary,  between  Sardinia  and 
Gallta,  when  I  shall  stand  to  cover  Naples  and  Sicily.  You 
will,  my  dear  Sir,  readily  conceive  my  anxiety  at  this  moment ; 
but  I  ever  am  your  most  obliged  and  faithful  servant. 

Nelson  and  Bbonte. 


TO  SIR  ALEXANDER  JOHN  BALL,  BART^  MALTA. 

[Autograph,  in  the  posaession  of  Sir  William  Keith  Ball,  Bart.] 

Victory,  April  0th,  1805. 

My  dear  Ball, 
As  Admiral  Murray  tells  me  that  one  of  our  Transports 
will  be  clear  to-night,  I  shall  let  her  take  her  chance  of  getting 
safely  to  Malta.  The  Cartel  from  Barcelona  would  have 
informed  you  of  the  French  Fleets  being  at  sea,  and  that 
Moubray  lost  sight  of  them  on  Sunday  night.  I  shall  repeat 
their  position  from  the  accounts  of  Capel  and  Moubray  on 
the  other  side.  I  am,  in  truth,  half  dead ;  but  what  man  can 
do  to  find  them  out,  shall  be  done ;  but  I  must  not  make  more 
haste  than  good  speed,  and  leave  Sardinia,  Sicily,  or  Naples 
for  them  to  take,  should  I  go  either  to  the  Eastward  or  West- 
ward, without  knowing  something  more  about  them.  Ambus- 
cade has  been  sent  to  Galita ;  Active,  to  the  Coast  of  Africa ; 
and,  last  night,  I  sent  Moucheron  to  cruize  between  Galita 
and  the  shore,  and  to  go  to  Tunis  for  information ;  Seahorse 
and  ^tna  are  off  Toro ;  Hydra  is  gone  along  the  East  side 
of  Corsica,  to  find  out  if  they  passed  through  the  Straits 
of  Bonifaccio ;  Ambuscade  is  now  in  sight,  but  not  having 
any  signal  flying,  of  course  has  seen  nothing ;  Amazon  will 
go  to  Naples  the  moment  Active  joins,  which  I  expect  will  be 
to-night  or  to-morrow  morning ;  and  if  I  still  get  no  informa* 
tion,  Phoebe  will  go  off  St.  Sebastians,  to  speak  my  look-out 
Ship  there,  and  try  to  find  out  where  they  are ;  ....[?]  to 
examine  Toulon.     I  shall  take  a  position  off  Ustica,  ready  to 
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communicate  with  the  Vessels  which  will  join  me ;  and  by  tins 
position,  to  be  ready  to  push  for  Naples,  should  they  be  gone 
there,  or  to  protect  Sicily.     I  am  very  uneasy  and  unwell; 
therefore,  I  cannot  write  more.     God  bless  you,  my  dear 
Ball,  and  believe  me  ever,  most  faithfully,  your  obliged  friend, 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

The  French  Fleet  put  to  sea  from  Toulon  on  Sunday  morn- 
ing, the  31st  of  March.  At  ten  o'clock,  they  were  seen  at 
Cape  Sicie,  bearing  N.  b  E.  ten  leagues,  the  wind  at  N.R, 
and  they  steering  with  their  larboard  steering^^ls  set  S.SiW. 
Light  breezes.  At  noon,  the  wind  came  to  the  N.N.W.,  and 
they  hauled  to  the  Westward,  as  wishing  not  to  let  our 
Frigates  near  them.  At  sunset,  Cape  Sicie  bore  N.  b  Kytrue, 
twenty  leagues.  It  came  to  blow  fresh  at  W.N.W.  Phoebe 
steered  for  Toro.  Next  day,  Tuesday,  and  Wednesday,  she 
had  little  winds  Southerly  and  Easterly,  and  rain  till  Wednes- 
day night,  when  it  blew  fresh  at  N.  W,  On  Thursday  morning, 
she  joined  me  off  Toro.  At  3  p.m.,  the  Active  joined,  having 
kept  his  wind  to  the  S.W.  all  Sunday  night,  and  seen  nothing 
'  of  the  Enemy.  Captain  Mundy  thinks  they  must  have  boie 
away  to  the  Southward  or  Eastward. 

5  P.M. — The  Ambuscade  is  not  in  sight,  which  rather  sur- 
prises me,  as  we  are  only  five  leagues  from  Galita.  Can  the 
French  have  chased  her  to  the  Eastward? 


TO  ALEXANDER  DAVISON,  ESQ. 
[Autograph,  in  the  possession  of  Colonel  Davison.] 

Victory,  April  6th,  1805. 

My  dear  Davison, 
I  have  desired  Captain  Conn*  to  call  upon  you.     He  will 
tell  you  of  all  my  present  anxiety.     I  can  neither  eat,  drink, 
or  sleep.     It  cannot  last  long  what  I  feel ;  but  I  am  ever,  my 
dear  Davison,  faithfully  yours. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 
You  will  tell  Captain  Conn,  who  is  a  most  worthy  maoi 
whether  Lady  Hamilton  is  in  Town,  or  at  Merton,  as  he  has 
a  letter  for  her. 

'  He  was  superseded  in  the  command  of  the  Canopus,  when  she  became  the 
Flag- Ship  of  Rear- Admiral  Louis,  by  Captain  Austen. 
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TO  CAPTAIX  MUNDY,  H.M.  SHIP  HYDRA. 
[From  the  '*  Naval  Cbrouicle,"  vol.  xxxix.  p.  11.] 

Victon-,  April  6th,  180.^. 

Sir, 
Proceed  as  expeditiously  as  possible  along  the  Coast  of 
Sardinia,  and  off  the  Madalena  Islands,  but  do  not  go  into 
the  harbour  or  anchor ;  and  send  your  Bout  on  shore  to  the 
Town  of  Madalena,  to  inquire  if  the  Governor  has  seen  or 
heard  of  the  French  Fleet  having  ])asscd  the  Straits  of 
Bonifaccio.  You  \vill  then  join  me  off  Palermo,  which  is  my 
next  Rendezvous.  After  leaving  Sardinia,  should  you  see 
the  Termagant  or  ChilderSj  you  will  direct  them  to  join  me. 
As  this  is  a  service  of  great  importance,  I  rely  upon  your  exer- 
tions to  execute  it     I  am,  Sir,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  HIS  EXCEU.ENCY  HUGH  ELLIOT,  ESQ.,  NAPLES. 

[Autograph,  iu  the  Elliot  PaperH.") 

Victor}-,  South  End  of  Sardinia,  April  7th,  1805. 

My  dear  Sir, 
I  send  you  a  copy  of  my  letter  to  the  Commissioner  at 
Gibraltar;  therefore,  you  will  know  all  that  I  do  of  the  French 
Fleet.  I  am  most  unlucky,  that  my  Frigates  should  lose  sight 
of  them ;  but  it  is  in  vain  to  be  angry,  or  repine :  therefore,  I 
must  do  the  best  I  can.  I  am  this  moment  bearing  up  to  go 
oiF  Palermo,  and  shall  wait  most  anxiously  the  return  of  the 
Amazon.  I  must  be  guided  in  my  further  movements  by 
such  information  as  I  may  be  able  to  obtain;  but  I  shall 
neither  go  to  the  Eastward  of  Sicily,  or  to  the  Westward  of 
Sardinia,  until  I  know  something  positive.  I  am  uneasy 
enough  ;  but  I  must  bear  it  as  well  as  I  can.  You  must  for- 
give a  short  letter ;  for  I  have  nothing  worth  relating.  I  am 
ever,  my  dear  Sir,  your  Excellency's  most  faithful  and  obedient 

servant. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


VOL.  VI.  D  D 
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TO  CAPTAIN  SOTHERON,  H.  M.  SHIP  EXCELLENT,  NAPLES. 

[From  a  Copy  in  the  Elliot  Papere.] 

Victory,  South  End  of  Sardinia,  April  7th,  1805. 

My  dear  Sir, 
Don't  keep  Amazon  one  moment  longer  than  my  orders  to 
Captain  Parker;  and  if  Termagant  is  still  at  Naples,  send  her 
to  me ;  for  I  want  all  the  Vessels  I  have  under  my  commaDd 
to  send  for  information.  I  am  entirely  adrift  by  my  Frigates 
losing  sight  of  the  French  Fleet  so  soon  after  their  coming  oat 
of  Port     I  am  ever,  my  dear  Sir,  most  faithfully  yours, 

Nelson  and  Bbonts. 


TO  SIR  ALEXANDER  JOHN  BALL,  BART^  MALTA. 

[Autograph,  in  the  possession  of  Sir  William  Keith  Ball,  Bart] 

Victory,  April  10th,  1805,  off  Palermo. 

My  dear  Ball, 

I  am  most  unfortunate,  not  having  yet  heard  a  word  respect- 
ing the  French  Fleet ;  every  Frigate  is  out  upon  the  search, 
and  I  shall  now  stand  towards  Madalena  and  Cape  Corse. 
I  can  hardly  suppose  that  any  Expedition  would  be  sent  to 
this  Country,  without  my  having  some  intimation,  and  I  have 
not  the  most  distant  idea  of  such  a  thing.'  If  they  are  sent, 
they  will  be  taken,  for  the  French  know  everything  which 
passes  in  England.  However,  I  can  do  no  more  than  I  have 
done,  for  I  am  sorely  vexed  at  the  ignorance  in  which  I  am 
kept 

7,  A.M. — Hallowell  is  just  arrived  from  Palermo.  He  brings 
accounts  that  the  great  Expedition  is  sailed,  and  that  seven 
Russian  Sail  of  the  Line  are  expected  in  the  Mediterranean; 
therefore  I  may  suppose  the  French  Fleet  are  bound  to  the 
Westward.  I  must  do  my  best.  God  bless  you.  I  am  very, 
very  miserable,  but  ever,  my  dear  Ball,  [sic.'] 

»  Vide  pp.  406,  418,  post. 
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TO  WILUAM  MAR8DEN,  £8Q^  ADMIRALTY. 
[Original,  in  the  Admiralty.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  llth  April,  1800. 

Sir, 
I  am  extremely  concerned  to  acquaint  you,  for  the  informa- 
tion of  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  that  Lieu- 
tenant   ,  (son  to  that  excellent  and  respectable  Officer 

Captain ,)  from  an  unfortunate  desire  to  travel,  and 

perhaps  an  imprudent  attachment  to  an  Italian  female,  quitted 
the  Hydra  when  she  was  last  at  Malta,  without,  I  fear,  the 
smallest  inclination  of  ever  returning  to  his  duty  in  that  Ship. 
I  have,  in  consequence,  removed  the  Honourable  Lieutenant 
Waldegrave,'  of  the  Victory,  into  the  Hydra,  and  appointed 
Mr.  William  Ram,'  of  the  Spencer,  in  his  room,  a  copy  of 
which  is  herewith  transmitted  for  their  Lordships'  approbation; 
and  also  a  copy  of  a  Commission  which  I  have  given  to  Mr. 
George  Scott,*  a  former  Admiralty  recommendation,  and  also 
of  Admiral  Lord  Keith's,  to  be  Lieutenant  of  the  Childers,  in 
the  room  of  the  Honourable  Lieutenant  Maitland,^  ordered  to 
England  by  their  Lordships,  which  you  will  be  so  good  as  lay 
before  them  for  confirmation ;  and  I  must  beg  that  you  will 
interest  their  Lordships  in  favour  of  this  unfortunate  young 

Officer,  Lieutenant ,  whose  youthful  imprudence  I  trust 

their  Lordships  will  take  into  consideration,  and,  on  account  of 

his  worthy  and  respectable  father.  Captain ,  allow  his 

name  to  remain  on  the  list  of  Lieutenants.*    Their  Lordships 

will  readily  conceive  the  feelings  of  Captain ,  and,  I 

hope,  enter  into  my  wishes  on  this  occasion.     I  am.  Sir,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

*  Now  Rear- Admiral  Lord  Radstock,  C.B. 

*  Lieutenant  William  Ram  was  killed  in  the  Victory,  at  Trafalgar. 

*  Promoted  to  the  rank  of  Commander,  in  1812,  for  his  gallantry  while  Senior 
lientenAnt  of  the  Phoebe  in  action  with  an  Enemy's  Squadron  off  Madagascar,  and 
made  a  Post  Captain  in  February  1830. 

■  Now  Rear- Admiral  the  Honourable  Sir  Anthony  Maitland,  K.C.M.6.,and  C.B. 

*  Lord  Nelson's  intercession  was  successful.  The  Officer  alluded  to  was,  many 
jeara  afterwards,  promoted,  and  is  still  living. 
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TO  WILLIAM  3iARSDEX,  ESQ^  ADMIRALTY. 

[OrigiML  m  thr  Aiadnltj.] 

Vktorr.  at  S««,  Idth  April,  1605. 


Sir, 

I  hare  this  moment  leoeiTed  tout  letter  of  the  16th  February, 
with  the  indosures  therein  mentioned,  from  the  Commis- 
aoners  of  Transports,  and  Captain  Mooat,  their  Agent  at 
Gibraltar,  rebitiTe  to  the  men  impressed  from  the  Transports 
bj  the  Tribune  and  Seahorse,  as  therein  stated. 

In  answer  thereto,  I  herewith  transmit  you  a  copy  of  my 

letter  of  the  4th  of  January  last,  to  Captain  Mouat,  with  a 

oc^y  of  my  order  of  that  date,  intended  for  Captain  Bennett, 

and  also  of  the  one  delivered  to  the  Honourable  Captain 

Boyle,  together  with  a  copy  of  a  General  Order,  to  remain 

widi  Captain  Mouat,  to  prevent  the  impressing  of  men  from 

Transports  or  Victuallers,  which  I  request  you  will  be  pleased 

to  lay  before  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  for 

their  information.     I  am.  Sir,  &c 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

P.S. — I  conceive  Captain  Mouat*8  application  to  the  Trans- 
port Board  improper,  as  it  implies  a  doubt  of  my  putting  a 
stop  to  the  evil  he  complained  of^  and  tending  to  give  much 
trouble  where  none  was  necessary. 


TO  captain  THOMASj  H.  M.  bomb  .fTNA. 

[Autograph,  in  the  possession  of  B«u--Admiral  Tbomis.] 

Victory,  April  lOth,  1805. 

Sir, 
We  have  a  report  from  the  Vessel  spoke  by  Leviathan,  that 
the  French  Fleet  (at  least  a  Fleet)  was  seen  on  Sunday,  the 
7th  April,  off  Cape  de  Gatte,  with  the  wind  Easterly,  steering 
to  the  Westward ;  therefore  you  must  tell  any  Ships  in  search 
of  me,  that  I  am  going  to  ascertain  that  the  French  Fleet  is 
not  in  Toulon,  and  then  to  proceed  to  the  Westward,  and 
this  is  all  I  can  tell  at  present  I  would  have  you  continue, 
until  further  orders,  on  the  station  off  Toro,  to  which  place  I 
shall  send  information,  when  I  am  sure  where  the  French 
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Fleet  is  gone,  or  that  I  am  likely  to  leave  the  Mediterranean 
after  them;  and  I  shall  also»  if  possible,  leave  a  Ship  on  Ren- 
dezvous 97.  You  may  expect  Phoebe,  Seahorse,  Ambuscade, 
and  Termagant,  upon  the  Rendezvous  off  Toro,  and  probably 
some  Frigate  from  the  Westward :  you  will,  therefore,  keep  a 
very  good  look  out  for  them.     I  am,  Sir,  &c 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  VICE-ADMIRAL  DEANS. 

[Autograph,  in  the  possession  of  Captain  Robert  Deans,  R.N.] 

Victory,  April  16th,  1805. 

My  dear  Deans, 
I  had  much  pleasure  in  receiving  your  letter  of  March  10th, 
and  if  I  can  get  hold  of  the  French  Fleet,  you  may  rely  that 
Mr.  Gray  shall  be  made  a  Surgeon;  however,  I  have  put 
him  on  my  list,  and  if  I  go  home,  I  shall  leave  him  as  a  legacy 
to  Sir  Richard  Bickerton,  my  successor.  With  respect  to 
your  son,  if  I  live,  and  am  in  service,  take  you  care  to  place 
him  near  me,  and  I  will  lose  no  opportunity  of  making  him  a 
Lieutenant  I  do  assure  you,  my  dear  Sir,  that  nothing 
gives  me  greater  pleasure  than  being  useful  to  the  sons  of 
brother  Officers,  and  much  more  so  to  the  sons  of  old  and 
respected  messmates.  I  gave  your  letter  to  Admiral  Murray 
to  read,  and  he  thanks  you  for  your  remembrance  of  him,  and 
desires  his  best  respects  and  good  wishes ;  and  be  assured, 
my  dear  Deans,  that  I  am  your  most  faithful  friend  and 
servant,     ,  Nelson  and  Bronte. 

Consider  I  write  with  a  left  hand.  The  last  time  I  saw 
you,  was  just  before  you  was  commissioned  for  the  Mon- 
mouth. 


TO  HIS  EXCELLENCY  HUGH  ELLIOT,  ESQ^  NAPLES. 

[Autograph  in  the  Elliot  Papers.] 

Victory,  April  16th,  1800. 

My  dear  Sir, 
The  Decade,^  with  the  Amazon,  joined  me  yesterday.    The 
Termagant,  I  fancy,  has  passed  through  the  Straits  of  Boni- 

*  From  England. 
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Your  Excellnicj^s  nodoe  aboot  Troops  being  sent  to 

die  MedhexTUiean  b  tlie  first  word  I  have  ever  heard  of  it; 

nor  have  I  an  idem  that  any  sach  thing  could  be  in  agitation 

vicfaoiic  the  Admiiakr  telling  me,  in  order  that  I  might  meet 

aod  procect  them.     I  hare  not  yet  heard  of  the  French  Fleet; 

but  as  I  hare  Frigates  in  ererj  poasible  direction,  I  must  soon 

hear  of  thenk. 

I  am  not  sure  whether,  in  your  letter,  you  mean  that  Lord 

3f  olgraTe  says,  that  the  Troops  going  to   Malta  are  for  a 

serrice  whi<^  yom  hare  been  long  acquainted  with.*     Does 

your  Excellency  mean  that  yew  have,  or  that  /  have,  been  long 

acquainted  with  ji^  ?     If  it  is  you,  I  dare  say  it  is  right ;  but 

if  I  am  meant  as  being  in  the  secret  of  the  destination  of  those 

Troops,  I  most  solemnly  declare  my  entire  ignorance  as  to  the 

fixce  or  destination,  or  even  (hat  ame  Soldier  is  intended  for 

the  Mediterranean.     I  know  certainly  where  many  thousands 

are  wanted ;  but,  as  I  said  before,  I  never  will  believe  that 

any  number  of  Troops  will  be  risked  inside  Gibraltar,  without 

an  assurance  of  my  protection ;  and  that  I  should  be  directed 

to  meet  them  upon  some  fixed  station  to  the  Westward  of 

Toulon,  if  not  to  the  Westward  of  Carthagena.     I  am  now 

beating  hard  to  get  round  the  South  end  of  Sardinia,  blowing 

strong  Westerly,  which  does   me   no  good.     A  Convoy  of 

Victuallers  pas^d  from  England  for  Malta  the  11th.     They 

saw  nothing  to  the  Westward.      I  am  ever,  your  Excellency  s 

most  obliged  and  fiuthfiil  Servant, 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

Noon:  A  Vessel  just  spoke  saj-s,  that  on  Sunday,  April 
7lh,  he  saw  sixteen  Ships  of  War,  twelve  of  them  large  Ships, 
off  Cape  de  Gatte,  steering  to  the  Westward,  with  the  wind  at 
East  If  this  account  is  true,  much  mischief  may  be  appre- 
hended.    It  kills  me,  the  very  thought 

*  In  a  letter  of  the  9th  of  April,  1S05,  Mr.  Elliot  said :  "  Lord  Molgnive  informs 
me,  in  great  secrecy,  that  a  considerable  body  of  Troops  was  npon  the  point  of 
sailing  for  Malta,  for  the  purposes  with  which  you  have  been  long  acquainted.  liea- 
tenant  Colonel  Smith,  Lord  Mulgrave's  PriTate  Secretary,  who  has  brought  me  secret 
instructions  upon  this  head,  conceives  that  the  Regiments  will  have  left  Eng^d  a 
few  days  after  the  departure  of  the  Decade.  Under  this  impression  I  think  it  highly 
material  that  you  ahoold  not  be  ignorant  of  a  circumstance  which,  if  known  to  the 
French,  may  hare  some  weight  with  them  respecting  the  destination  of  the  Toulon 
Fleet.'* — Original^  in  the  Elliot  Papers.  Lord  Nelson  received  information  from  the 
Admiralty  of  the  approach  of  these  Troops,  on  the  1st  of  May.    Vide  p.  418,  post 
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TO  HIS  EXCiXLENCY  HUGH  ELUOT,  ESQ^  NAPLES. 
[Aatognph,  in  the  EUiol  Papers.] 

Victory,  April  18th,  1803. 

My  dear  Sir, 
I  am  going  oot  of  the  Mediterranean  after  the  French 
Fleet.  It  may  be  thought  that  I  hare  protected  too  well 
Sardinia,  Naples,  Sicily,  the  Morea,  and  Egypt,  from  the 
French ;  but  I  feel  I  have  done  right,  and  am,  therefore,  easy 
about  any  fate  which  may  await  me  for  having  missed  the 
French  Fleet.  I  have  left  five  Frigates,  besides  the  Sloops, 
&C.  stationed  at  Malta  for  the  present  service  of  the  Mediter- 
ranean, and  with  the  Neapolitan  Squadron  will,  of  course,  be 
fully  able  to  prevent  any  force  the  French  have  left  to  convoy 
Troops  to  Sicily.  You  will  be  so  good  as  to  present  my 
humble  duty  to  their  Majesties,  whose  goodness  I  shall  re- 
member  to  the  last  moment  of  my  life ;  and  believe  me,  dear 
Sir,  with  the  highest  respect,  your  Excellency's  most  faithful 

Servant, 

Nelson  and  Brontb. 


TO  WILLIAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ^  ADMIRALTY. 
[Autograph,  in  the  Admiralty.] 

Victory,  off  Toro,  April  I8th,  1805. 

Sir, 
Under  the  severe  affliction  which  I  feel  at  the  escape  of  the 
French  Fleet  out  of  the  Mediterranean,  I  hope  that  their 
LfOrdships  will  not  impute  it  to  any  want  of  due  attention  on 
my  part;  but,  on  the  contrary,  that  by  my  vigilance  the 
Enemy  found  it  was  impossible  to  undertake  any  Expedition 
in  the  Mediterranean.  I  was  obliged  to  come  to  Palma  to 
meet  the  Transports  with  provisions,  and  by  the  report  of  the 
First  Captain,  1  trust,  it  could  not  with  propriety  be  longer 
deferred;  however,  I  showed  myself  oflF  Barcelona  and  the 
Coast  of  Spain,  and  the  Islands  of  Majorca  and  Minorca,  till 
the  2l8t  of  March.  The  Frigates,  which  I  appointed  to  watch 
them,  unfortunately  lost  sight  of  them  the  night  of  March 
31st;  and  from  April  the  4th,  when  they  joined,  we  have  had 
nothing  but  strong,  and  sometimes  hard  gales  of  Westerly  and 
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BuL  X  icccKs.  ^tae,  At  FicDch  Fleet  most  haTe 
fcrnz^  gn'fff  Ejsuetvt  »  Arer  aSovine  fcrtr-eigfat  hoiin 
inr  i2i»  -:iJ9>uiiIirT  :c  i^e  £z:£z:x  msinsr  roozid  the  South  end 
ic  SiriiniiL  i  ^rxeet^i  :f  SxOr,  seadm^  Ships  to  Paieimo 
ami  Xkuss  i:r  TT-Trraiaic 

Oil  TusfiCCT  zi^t  xz^  I  Bvir  s&l  firom  the  West  end  of 
ScLj  i:r  "^  '^''scwttL  bd.  ao  thk  iDomenty  I  have  only 
arriiii:*sii  sAii-rxe  jeai^jes^  beos^  oolj  off  Toro^  owing  to 
^werj  bod  -meacms.  sni  lare  josc  receired  the  account  of  the 
tjuEnj  3jsrisi£  pKEcc  :=e  Scnhs  the  8th  of  ApriL     I  am 
guTMiiiiir  3LJ  r:cc£  w  ibe  W«scwanl  and  most  be  guided  bj 
viae  I  2i£ar  nesi  I  £«c  cc  Gibraltar.     I  shall  leave  Captain 
Capei  -viri  fre  Fnss:e«  azai  zb^  Sccail  Ciaft  stationed  at  Malu 
i»  pr:fiK£  jar  Cr<rr:yrce.  aad  to  prevent  the  French  sending 
TzDops  IV  sea.     I  htre  the  bocxKir  to  be.  Sir,  &c. 

Xelsos  axd  Bboxte. 


r»j  CAPTIIX  YH*:  aO\OL~RABL£  THOHAS  BLADEN  CAPEL, 

H.  3iL  SHIP  PHOIBE. 

"T.-ini  1  .  .0^  -1  111*  J.^3i-rvj:j.  k^  Anc-rn^  firK:^:.  in  the  posseinion  of 

Mrtrrr.  u  Sea.  l^th  April,  l^M. 

Wberc^ts.  Snom  the  in&nnation  I  have  received  that  the 

Eoemv's  Fieet,  which  was  seen  off  Cape  de  Gatte  on  the  7th 

instint.  passed  through  the  Straits  on  the  day  following,  I 

am  proceeding  with  the  Fleet  under  my  command  82$  ez- 

peditioi^y  as  possible  to  the  Westward  in  pursuit  of  them; 

and  it  being  very  probable  that  they  may  have  left  some 

Frieates  and  other  Vessels  of  War  at  Toulon,  for  the  purpose 

of  convoying  Troops  either  to  Sardinia,  Naples,  Sicily,  or 

Egypt,  you  are  hereby   required  and   directed  to    take  his 

Majesty's  Ships  named  in  the  margin  *  under  yoiu:  command, 

and  station  yourself  off  the  Island  of  Toro,  and  between  that 

and  Maritimo,  for  the  purpose  of  intercepting  any  Expedition 

which  the  Enemy  may  attempt  against  Sardinia,  Sicily,  or 

Egypt.     With  respect  to  Sicily,  I  should  hope  the  Neapolitan 

Squadron  will  sufficiently  protect  that  Island,  and  have  written 

^[^.  Elliot  and  Sir  John  Acton  on  this  subject     With  regard 

'  Hjdra,  Jano»  Ambuscade,  Niger,  Thnnder. 
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to  the  limitation  of  your  Squadron  between  Toro  and  Mari- 
timo,  I  only  mention  it  as  the  most  likely  place  to  fall  in  with 
any  Expedition  which  the  Enemy  may  attempt  against  those 
places  from  Toulon,  but  must  leave  this  important  trust  to 
your  judgment,  and  to  act  as  from  certain  circumstances  of 
information  you  shall  judge  best,  to  prevent  their  effecting  a 
landing  at  Sardinia,  Sicily,  or  Egypt.  As  the  Anson  and 
Convoy  are  ordered  to  proceed  to  England,  I  have  strengthened 
it  with  the  Hydra  as  far  as  Carthagena,  and  then  to  return  and 
join  you ;  but  must  desire  that  you  will  cruize  off  Toro  or 
Maritimo,  for  the  purpose  of  falling  in  with  it,  and  affording 
Captain  Cracraft  such  further  protection  as  he,  from  circum- 
stances of  information,  shall  judge  necessary. 

I  have  ordered  the  JEtnsL  to  proceed  to  Naples  with  my  dis- 
patches, and  desire  the  moment  you  join  her  that  you  will 
send  her  away  with  them,  and  write  Mr.  Elliot  and  Captain 
Sotheron,  who  will  give  you  all  the  information  relative  to  the 
Enemy's  intentions,  which  they  may  be  in  possession  of.  As 
the  Thunder  will  be  in  want  of  provisions  you  will  send  her  to 
Malta,  and  by  that  opportunity,  or  any  other  that  may  offer,  you 
will  communicate  with  Sir  Alexander  Ball,  requesting  him  to 
iumish  you,  from  time  to  time,  with  such  information  of  the 
Enemy  as  he  may  obtain,  sending  it  to  Palma,  where  you  will 
constantly  leave  a  letter  for  any  of  his  Majesty's  Ships  calling 
there,  [stating]  where  you  are  to  be  found,  in  case  the  Enemy's 
movements  with  Troops  should  induce  you  to  quit  that  Station. 
I  have  only  to  add,  that  the  frustrating  the  Enemy's  intentions  in 
their  attempt  to  invade  either  Sardinia,  Sicily,  or  Egypt,  is  an 
object  of  the  highest  importance,  and  therefore  deserves  your 
utmost  vigilance  to  prevent  it.  I  am  satisfied  with  your  zeal 
for  his  Majesty's  Service,  and  therefore  shall  only  say,  that 
there  never  was  a  greater  occasion  for  your  exertions  than  at 
this  most  important  moment. 

The  instant  I  have  obtained  information  of  the  Enemy,  I 
shall  send  you  an  account  thereof:  at  any  rate  a  Vessel  will  be 
dispatched  to  you  from  Gibraltar.  You  will  send  orders  to 
the  Juno  by  the  first  opportunity  going  to  Malta,  to  join  you 
the  moment  Captain  Richardson  returns  from  Constantinople. 
The  Victuallers  and  Coal-ships  brought  from  Gibraltar  to  Ren- 
dezvous No.  97,  by  the  Fisgard,  are  ordered  to  St  Vieves.  [?] 


[180S. 

Maka  bj  the  Thimder  or 
Tliejaie  to  lemamin 


^Mumm  AMD  BBoam. 
3iLBL— Acoo*^  ct  At  dbopie  Otder  was  ddhoed  to  Bear- 


r>  S3.  .HjEXJlSDCE  jobs  ball.  BABT^  MALTA. 


£  Lk&  3i«:«3.  l'>  kac«».  Wot.  HTcst  ftna  Toio.] 


)fT  cood  twfiir  aeons  fkwn  awar.     I  cannot  get  a  fiur 
r  nen  a  sde  wind.    Dead  feol !— dead  fi>al  I    Bat  my 
fiuK  nmV  up  witat  to  do  when  I  leave  the  Straits, 
thoe  s  no  cotain  infennatiaD  a(  the   Enemy's 
The  Oficcr  who  commands  the  Prize  sent  from 
CAaaar  will  teC  to*  aD  the  new&     I  believe  this  ill  ludi 

Mi 

wiZ  £o  acar  to  kiH  me :  bat  as  these  are  times  for  exerdoDS, 
I  BiuBC  DOC  be  cast  down,  whaterer  I  feeL     Ever,  my  dear 
Tuoi?  frithfiiDr, 

Nklsov  ahd  Bbonte. 


TO  WILUAM  IIABSDEX,  ESQ^  ADMTRALTV. 

[OrigiaaL  is  fht  Aivnlrr.] 

Vletorj,  April  19th,  1805. 

Shoukl  their  Lordships  think  it  right  to  retom  any  of  this 
Fleet  to  the  Mediterranean,  or  other  place  abroad,  I  beg  leave 
to  point  out  those  Ships  which  want  nothing  fix>m  England : 
Victory,  Spencer,  LcTiathan,  "Kgre,  Conqueror,  Swiftsure. 
If  the  Service  fvesses,  the  other  Ships,  except  the  Superb, 
who  must  be  docked,  could  stay  out  the  summer  months,  bat 
want  co[^)ering,  more  particularly  the  Royal  Sovereign,  who 
has  been  six  years  coppered.     I  am.  Sir,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bbontb. 
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TO  COMMISSIONER  OTWAY,  GIBRALTAR. 
[Antognph,  in  the  ponession  of  Eenr-Admiral  Inglefleld,  C.B.] 

Victory,  April  1 9lh,  1805. 

My  dear  Sir, 
You  will  guess  at  my  uneasiness  at  not  having  met  the 
French  Fleet;  but  I  could  not  quit  my  charge  of  Egypt, 
Morea,  Sicily,  Naples,  and  Sardinia,  until  I  was  sure  that  the 
Enemy  were  gone  to  the  Westward ;  for  any  of  these  Countries 
would  have  been  lost  for  ever  if  the  French  had  twenty-four 
hours'  start  of  me.  We  have  been  nine  days  coming  sixty- 
five  leagues.  We  have  had  nothing  but  gales  of  Westerly 
winds.  I  now  hope  that  you  will  soon  see  us  pass  the  Rock. 
I  am  ever,  my  dear  Sir,  with  the  greatest  esteem,  your  much 

obliged  friend. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  WILLIAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ.,  ADMIRALTY. 

[Antograph,  in  the  Admiralty.] 
Victory,  April  lOth,  1805 ;  10  leagues  West  from  Toro.    Wind  N.W. 

Sir, 
The  Enemy's  Fleet  having  so  very  long  ago  passed  the 
Straits,  and  formed  a  junction  with  some  Spanish  Ships  from 
Cadiz,  I  think  it  my  duty,  which  must  be  satisfactory  to  their 
Lordships,  to  know  exactly  my  intentions.  I  have  detached 
the  Amazon  to  Lisbon  for  information,  and  I  am  proceeding 
off  Cape  St.  Vincent  as  expeditiously  as  possible ;  and  I  hope 
the  Amazon  will  join  me  there,  or  that  I  shall  obtain  some 
positive  information  of  the  destination  of  the  Enemy.  The 
circumstance  of  their  having  taken  the  Spanish  Ships  which 
were  for  sea,  from  Cadiz,  satisfies  my  mind  that  they  are  not 
bound  to  the  West  Indies,  (nor  probably  the  Brazils ;)  but 
intend  forming  a  junction  with  the  Squadron  at  Ferrol,  and 
pushing  direct  for  Ireland  or  Brest,  as  I  believe  the  French 
have  Troops  on  board ;  therefore,  if  I  receive  no  intelligence 
to  do  away  my  present  belief,  I  shall  proceed  firom  Cape  St. 
Vincent,  and  take  my  position  fifty  leagues  West  fix>m  Scilly, 


412  LETTEHa  [1805. 

approrhing  that  Islaod  slowly,  that  I  may  not  miss  aoy 
Veaseb  sent  in  search  of  the  Squadron  with  orders.  My 
reason  for  this  position  is,  that  it  is  equally  easy  to  get  to 
either  the  Fleet  off  Brest,  or  to  go  to  Ireland,  should  the 
Fleet  be  wanted  at  either  station.  I  trust  this  plan  will  meet 
their  Lordships'  approbation  ;  and  I  have  the  pleasure  to  say, 
that  I  shall  bring  with  me  eleven'  as  fine  Ships  of  War,  as 
ably  commanded,  and  in  as  perfect  order,  and  in  health,  as 
ever  went  to  sea.     I  hare  the  honour,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 
I  shall  send  to  both  Ireland  and  the  Channel  Fleet,  an 
extract  of  this  letter,  acquainting  the  Commander-iD-Cbief 
where  to  find  me. 


TO  WILUAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ^  ADMIRALTY. 

^Original,  in  the  Admiralty.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  19th  April,  1805. 

Sir, 
The  black  General  and  Servant,  named  in  the  margin,' 
having  been  sent  irom  St  Domingo  by  the  French,  earij  in 
1803,  and  captured  in  the  Ambuscade  by  the  Victory  in  June 
following,  on  her  passage  to  this  Country,  I  request  you  will 
be  pleased  to  acquaint  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Ad- 
miralty, that  the  said  black  General  volunteered  to  serve  with 
me  during  my  stay  in  the  Mediterranean,  or  till  I  should  have 
an  Action  with  the  Enemy,  when  I  promised  him  bis  discharge. 
I  have,  in  consequence,  ordered  him  and  his  Servant  to  be 
discharged  from  the  Victory,  and  sent  to  England  in  the  first 

*  The  Sqaadron,  on  the  19th  of  April,  consisted  of  the  Victory,  110  guns,  Vioe- 
Admind  Lord  Nelson,  Rear-Admind  George  Murray,  Captain  of  the  i'leet,  and 
Captain  Thomas  Masterman  Hardy;  Royal  Sorereig^,  100,  Rear-Admind  Sir 
Richard  Bickerton,  Bart.,  Captain  John  Stuart;  Canopus,  80,  Rear- Admiral  Thomts 
Louis,  Captain  Austen;  Spencer,  74,  Captain  the  Honourable  Robert  Stopford; 
Leviathan,  74,  Captain  William  Bayntun;  Tigre,  80,  Captain  Benjamin  Hallowell; 
Donegal,  74,  Captain  Pnlteney  Malcolm ;  Conqueror,  74,  Captain  Israel  Pellev; 
Superb,  74,  Captain  Richard  Goodwin  Keats;  Belleisle,  74,  Captain  Wiiliam 
Hargood;  and  Swiftsure,  74;  and  the  ActiTC,  Amazon,  and  Decade,  Frigates. 
Camel,  Store-Ship ;  and  Childers  and  Ariel,  Sloops. 

'  Joseph  Chretien,  General ;  Petit  Desire,  senrant. 
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$hip  of  War  leaving  the  Fleet,  and  directed  Captain  Hardy  to 

;tTe  them  the  proper  and  usual  Pay-Tickets,  to  enable  them 

o  receive  the  wages  due  to  them  for  the  Victory.     You  will, 

herefore,  be  so  good  as  move  their  Lordships  to  order  the 

laid  General  and  Servant  to  be  paid  the  wages  due  to  them 

or  the  Victory,  and  such  Ship  as  they  may  be  sent  on  board 

yf  to  England ;  and  also  to  direct  their  being  received  on  board 

my  Ship  at  the  Port  they  may  arrive,  until  an  opportunity 

sffers,  in  any  King's  Ship,  for  their  going  to  Jamaica  or  St 

Domingo,  when  their  Lordships  will  be  pleased  to  order  them 

a  passage  in  such  Ship.     The  particular  attention  shown  the 

said  General  may  have  a  good  effect,  and  hereafter  be  of  great 

advantage,  in  case  of  disturbances  at  Jamaica,  or  any  other  of 

our  West  India  Islands.     At  any  rate,  it  is  but  justice  that  he 

should  receive  his  wages ;  and  their  Lordships  will  see  the 

further  propriety  of  granting  him  and  his  Servant  a  passage  to 

St  Domingo  or  Jamaica.     He  is  a  veiy  good  orderly  man, 

and  has  done  his  duty  as  a  Seaman  on  board  the  Victory  with 

great  attention.     I  am.  Sir,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  ADMIRAL  LORD  GARDNER,  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF, 

IRELAND. 

[Autograph,  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Empson.] 

Victoiyf  April  lOtb,  1805. 

My  dear  Lord, 
If  the  Toulon  Fleet,  with  that  of  Cadiz,  is  gone  your  road, 
the  Ships  under  my  command  may  be  no  unacceptable  sight. 
If  you  do  not  want  our  help,  tell  us  to  go  back  again.  I  feel 
vexed  at  their  slipping  out  of  the  Mediterranean,  as  I  had 
marked  them  for  my  own  game.  However,  I  hope,  my  dear 
Lord,  that  now  you  will  annihilate  them,  instead  of,  my  dear 
Lord,  your  most  faithful,  humble  servant, 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 
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TO  ADMIKIL  LORD  GjUIDVEB,  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF, 

IRELAND. 

TvBB  A  CofT  m  die  Aiainliy.  ] 

YldofT,  April  19th,  1805. 

VjLoffi 

I  lend  TOQ  a  eopr  of  mj  letter  to  the  Admiralty;  therefore, 

if  1^  Tooloo  and  Cadiz  Squadrons  are  gone  to  the  Nortb- 

joa  vin  know  where  to  send  information,  that  I  maj 

TOO,  go  to  the  Channel  Fleet,  or  retom  to  the 

&C.    I  hare  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

NbLSON  AND  BbOVTE. 


TO  UEITEXANT-OEXERAL  FOX,  GIBRALTAR. 
[Fran  Onie  uai  M-Axthnr.  T<d.  u.  ^  404.] 

[About  20th  April,  1805.] 

Broken-hearted  as  I  am,  ^,  at  the  escape  of  the  Touloo 
Fjmc,  m  it  cannot  present  mj  thinking  of  all  the  points 
introssted  to  mj  care,  amongst  which  Gibraltar  stands  pro- 
minenL  I  wish  joa  to  consider  me  as  particularly  desirous 
to  gire  ererr  comfort  to  the  old  Rock.     I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  VISCOUNT  MEL^LLE. 
ITimm  Cktke  uai  M'Aithor,  toL  ii.  p.  404.] 

[Aboot  20th  April,  1805.] 

I  am  not  made  to  despair — what  man  can  do  shall  be  done. 
I  have  marked  out  for  myself  a  decided  line  of  conduct,  and 
I  shall  follow  it  well  up;  although  I  have  now  before  me  a 
letter  from  the  Physician  of  the  Fleet,  enforcing  my  return 
to  England  before  the  hot  months.     Therefore,  notwithstand- 
ing, I  shall  pursue  the  Enemy  to  the  East  or  West  Indies,  if 
I  know  that  to  have  been  their  destination,  yet,  if  the  Medi- 
terranean Fleet  joins  the  Channel,  I  shall  request,  with  that 
order,  permission  to  go  on  shore.     I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 
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TO  COMMISSIONER  OTWAY,  GIBRALTAR. 

[Aatograph,  in  the  possession  of  Bear-Adminl  Inglefield,  C3.] 

\lct017,  April  26th,  1805. 

Mj  dear  Commissioner, 

From  the  9th  I  have  been  using  every  effort  to  get  down 
the  Mediterranean,  but  to  this  day  we  are  very  little  advanced. 
From  March  26th,  we  have  had  nothing  like  a  Levanter, 
except  for  the  French  Fleet  I  believe  Easterly  winds  have 
left  the  Mediterranean.  I  never  have  been  one  week  with- 
out one,  until  this  very  important  moment  It  has  half  killed 
me  ;  but  fretting  is  of  no  use. 

I  want,  if  I  can,  to  give  you  the  Moucheron,  for  the  service 
of  Gibraltar;  but  as  she  was  sent  out  with  dispatches,  to 
carry  to  Trieste,  I  am  delicate  upon  the  subject  of  keeping 
her.  However,  if  you  and  General  Fox  think  you  want  a 
very  fast-sailing  Brig,  I  send  you  an  order  for  Captain  Hawes 
to  remain  upon  the  Gibraltar  station  until  further  orders. 
Malta  is  likewise  in  a  dreadful  state  for  want  of  Sloops  of 
War,  but  I  have  not  the  means.  I  shall  probably  send  you 
Termagant  and  Childers  to  be  hove  down,  although  they 
ought,  at  least  the  former,  to  go  to  England,  and  so  ought  the 
Bittern,  but  I  have  nothing  sent  me  to  replace  them  with. 

I  am  very  anxious  to  hear  what  is  become  of  the  French 
Fleet  I  rather  think,  as  the  Spaniards  went  with  them,  they 
are  destined  first  for  Ferrol,  and  then  either  to  Ireland,  or  to 
Brest  I  can  say  nothing  certain  as  to  my  movements,  till  I 
get  intelligence ;  but  you  will  see  my  intentions  from  my 
letter  to  the  Admiralty  by  the  Active.  I  should  think  some 
of  the  Vessels  with  information  could  find  me  out  to  the  E^t- 
ward  of  the  Rock,  standing  towards  Tetuan  Bay,  where,  if  I 
am  detained  by  a  West  wind,  I  shall  anchor  to  complete  our 
water,  and  clear  the  Transports  with  wine.  I  shall  send 
something  to  Malta,  when  I  get  outside  the  Mediterranean, 
and  she  shall  call  for  any  letters  of  yours.  I  am  ever,  my 
dear  Sir,  your  much  obliged  friend  and  servant. 

Nelson  and  Bbonte. 
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TO  WILLIAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ^  ADMIRALTY. 

[Original,  in  the  Admiralty.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  26th  April,  1805. 

Sir, 
In  consequence  of,  the  loss  of  his  Majesty's  late  Sloop 
Raven,  and  the  Cameieon's  being  ordered  to  England  mth 
the  Anson  and  Convoy,  and  Vessels  of  their  description  par- 
ticularly wanted  for  the  service  of  this  Country,  you  will  be 
pleased  to  acquaint  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admi- 
ralty, that  I  have  detained  the  Moucheron,  and  ordered  Cap- 
tain Hawes^  to  cruize  in  the  Straits  of  Gibraltar  for  the  pro- 
tection of  our  Trade,  and  for  affording  the  Garrison  sach 
assistance  as  Lieutenant-General  Fox  may  occasionally  find 
necessary,  until  he  receives  further  orders ;  which  I  hope  will 
meet  their  Lordships'  approbation.     I  am.  Sir,  &c 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

P.S. — I  send  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Captain  Mundy, 

of  the  Hydra,  relative  to  Lieutenant ,  late  of  that  Ship, 

which  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  communicate  to  their  Lord- 
ships. 


TO  WILLIAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ^  ADMIRALTY. 

[Original,  in  the  Admiralty.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  26th  April,  1805. 

Sir, 
Having,  on  the  9th  September  1804,  found  it  necessary  to 
order  some  of  the  Madras's  Seamen  on  board  the  Donegal  to 
be  discharged  from  her  into  the  Niger,  as  part  of  her  comple- 
ment, with  their  entry  agreeable  to  the  day  they  were  lent 
from  the  Madras,  I  directed  Captain  Schomberg  to  make  out 
the  proper  Remove-Tickets  for  the  wages  due  to  the  said  men, 
and  send  them  to  the  Niger,  and,  at  the  same  time,  to  transmit 
a  list  of  the  qualifications  of  those  remaining  on  board  the 
Donegal,  to  Sir  Richard  Strachan,  Captain  of  that  Ship,  in 
case  I  should  find  it  expedient  to  order  their  being  entered  as 

*  The  Moucheron  Brig  of  16  guns.  Captain  James  Hawes  was  lost  some  time  in 
1807  in  the  Mediterranean,  and  all  her  crew  perished. 
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part  of  the  Donegal's,  or  any  other  Ship's  complement,  that  the 
men  might  have  their  regular  ratings,  agreeable  to  the  stations 
thej  served  on  board  the  Madras,  which  was  complied  with ; 
and  as  they  still  were  returned  in  the  Donegal's  Weekly 
Account  as  Seamen,  I  took  it  for  granted  they  were  so,  and 
not  composed  of  Petty  OflScers  and  Marines,  consequently 
directed  Captain  Schomberg  to  discharge  them  (thirty-eight 
in  number)  from  the  Madras's  Books  on  the  day  they  were 
lent  (the  16th  of  May,  1803)  into  the  Donegal,  to  serve  as 
part  of  her  complement,  and  to  send  their  Pay-:Tickets  to  the 
Navy  Board  by  the  first  opportunity,  and,  at  the  same  time, 
gave  an  order  to  Captain  Malcolm,  of  the  Donegal,  dated  the 
19th  instant,  to  enter  them  from  the  Supernumerary  List,  as 
part  of  that  Ship's  complement,  on  the  17th  May  1803,  who, 
in  consequence,  informed  me  that  the  Petty  Officers  named 
in  the  margin  were  amongst  the  said  thirty-eight  men,  and 
that  there  were  not  ratings  to  give  them  in  the  Donegal  from 
the  above  time,  agreeable  to  those  they  had  in  the  Madras. 

I,  therefore,  as  the  said  Petty  Officers  are  very  justly  en- 
titled to  their  wages,  agreeable  to  their  ratings  in  the  Madras, 
have  to  request  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  move  the  Lords 
Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  to  give  the  necessary  direc- 
tions to  the  Navy  Board  for  this  purpose,  as  it  would  be  a 
very  great  hardship  that  the  said  men,  who  have  been  actively 
employed  in  the  Donegal,  should  be  deprived  of  the  wages 
they  would  have  been  entitled  to,  had  they  remained  in  the 

Madras.     I  am.  Sir,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  WILLIAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ.,  ADMIRALTY. 
[Original,  in  the  Admiralty.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  Ist  May,  1805. 

Sir, 
I  herewith  transmit  you  a  letter  from  the  Right  Honourable 
Lord  Mark  Kerr,  Captain  of  his  Majesty's  Ship  Fisgard, 
acquainting  me,  that,  in  consequence  of  the  Enemy's  Fleet 
from  Toulon  having  passed  through  the  Straits  of  Gibraltar 
on  the  9th  ult,  he  intended  to  proceed  oflF  Ushant  and  Ireland, 
with  an  account  thereof,  which  you  will  be  pleased  to  com- 

VOL,  VL  B  E 
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and  acqaaim  diem  that  I  fery 
of  Idmd  Mskli  rowinrt  oq  the  occnkm.   I 

NsLaoH  ASD  Bboxte. 


TO  VTULIAM  MAM&DES,  ESQ^  ADMIRALTY. 


j» 


Sea*  lA  Mar,  1805.    1p.m. 


iccgifcd  TOUT  lette'  of  the  15th  of 

br  directioQ  of  the  Lords  Commis- 

dAt  AdminbT,  that  Rear-Adininl  Knight,*  with  the 

to  sail,  in  a  day  or  two  after  the 

of  At  waii  letter,  firom  Spitfaead,  havii^  under  c(m?oy 

wish  5000  Tioopa  oo  board,  part  of  which  is  to  be 

GSsahar,  and  the  remainder  to  be  convoyed  up 

;  and  sig:ni^ring  to  me  their  Lordships' 

tt>  take  snch  pashion  with  the  Fleet  under  my  com- 

msaj  be  best  cakniated  to  protect  the  two  Ships  and 

Tn»ps»  in  their  way  from  Gibraltar  up  the  MediterranesDi 

anT  ferce  from  Tookn. 

A$  the  Fbsazd  sailed  from  Gibraltar  on  the  9th  ult,  two 

b^QZ?  after  the  Enemy's  Fleet  from  Toulon  passed  the  StraitSi 

I  have  to  hope  she  would  arrive  time  enough  in  the  Channel 

to  give  dieir  Lordships  infivmation  of  this  circumstance,  and 

to  ptrrent  the  Rear- Admiral  and  Troops,  before  mentioned, 

from  leaving  Spithead.     I  am  at  this  moment  in  sight  of 

Ceuta,  endeavoorii^  against  a  contrary  wind,  to  get  to  the 

Westward,  and,  conseqoendy,  wiD  pass  die  Straits  the  moment 

die  wind  comes  from  the  Eastward,  and  endeavour  to  get 

infonnatiQQ  at  the  Enemy,  of  whom  I  have  as  yet  heard 

nothing:     I  am,  Sr,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


*  Bgm-Mamr^  aaawifc  Aiaanl  Sir  Jchn  Ksd^jbt,  K.C3^  who  died  in  Jnnt 
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TO  CAPTAIN  KEATS,  H.M.  SHIP  SUPERR 
[Autograph,  in  the  possession  of  the  Reyerend  Richard  Keats.] 

Victory,  May  1st,  1805. 

My  dear  Keats, 
It  is  an  age  since  I  have  bad  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you.     I 
hope  you  will  come  on  board  after  your  breakfast  that  I  may 
have  some  conversation  with  you.    I  am  ever,  my  dear  Keats, 
yours  most  fiiithfiilly. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  commissioner  OTWAY,  GIBRALTAR. 

[Autograph,  in  the  possession  of  Rear-Admiral  Inglefleld,  G.B.   **  May  4th.  a.iK 

At  10*30,  Anchored  in  Mazri  Bay,  Tetnan.     Squadron  anchored  here." — Victor^ m 

Log,'] 

Victory,  off  Tetuan,  May  4th,  1800. 

My  dear  Commissioner, 

I  believe  my  ill  luck  is  to  go  on  for  a  longer  time,  and  I 
now  much  fear  that  Sir  John  Orde  has  not  sent  his  Small 
Ships  to  watch  the  Enemy's  Fleet,  and  ordered  them  to 
return  to  the  Straits'  Mouth,  to  give  me  information,  that  I 
might  know  how  to  direct  my  proceedings ;  for  I  cannot  very 
properly  run  to  the  West  Indies,  without  something  beyond 
mere  surmise;  and  if  I  defer  my  departure,  Jamaica  maybe  lost. 
Indeed,  as  they  have  a  month's  start  of  me,  I  see  no  prospect 
of  getting  out  time  enough  to  prevent  much  mischief  from 
being  done.  However,  I  shall  take  all  matters  into  my  most 
serious  consideration,  and  shall  do  that  which  seemeth  best 
under  all  circumstances. 

I  am  sending  for  a  Collier,  as  we  are  in  great  want  of  fuel ; 

and,  as  I  am  much  hurried,  I  beg  you  will  excuse  my  short 

letter.     When  I  get  out  of  the  Straits,  which  I  earnestly  hope 

will  not  be  much  longer  deferred,  I  shall  write  you  of  my 

further  movements ;  and  I  beg  that  you  will  present  my  best 

compliments  to  General  Fox ;  and  believe  me  ever,  my  dear 

Commissioner,  yours  most  faithfully. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

I  have  a  letter  of  misery  from  Mr.  King;'  but  the  Admiralty 

seem  to  have  fixed  what  he  is  to  have,  and  I  do  not  see  that  I 

can  do  anything. 

'  Mr.  Joe  King,  the  Boatswain,  so  often  mentioned. 

E  E  2 


[1805, 


ID  CAPTADT  KEAIS^  Klf.  SHIP  SUPERB. 


*^  Mmj  5th.  AM, 
y  K,  f^t— iiiiM  in  eoo^ttitj.** — Vixiorift 


l^etoTf ,  lUy  dtfa,  1805. 

Ixni  Mc  FoKiF  visk  Ailhn^  but  I  haTe  leoommended  him 

13  pay  fix-  wfac  is  arfMffiy  cmbukedy  fi>r  mj  moyements 

pom  tke  wind,  and  I  shall  not  lose  a  fiivourable 

Wkm  &e  9ups  are  complete  with  water,  I 

Tetuan,  for  the  greater 

Prajy  do  yoo  get  water.     It  is 

k  heSeigd  that  die  Frendi  and  Spanidi  Ships  are 

to  &e  West  Indies^     As  &r  as  April  27  th,  nothing  was 

V  I  am  likely  to  have  a 
WcflK  bfia  nip;  but  that  I  doo\  mind,  if  I  can  bat  get  at 

fiudifidlj, 
Nklsoh  akd  Bbonte. 


I  ^hiik  JOS  wnne  Adwial  Mimaj,  that  jou  would  load 
liir  Saabwi^  bdk^  far  is. 


TO  WILLIAlf  XARSDEK,  ^Q^  ADMIRALTV. 

[OrigsML  at  tk»  AteinttT.] 

Vielttiy,  al  Se«,  5th  Maj,  180^ 

I  herewith  transmit  too  a  letter  from  Ci^tain  Moubray  of 
h»  MajesCTS  Skip  Actire,  dated  the  29th  of  April,  with  the 
k^;:  of  that  Ship  on  the  28th,  relatiTe  to  the  Spanish  Ships  of 
War  which  he  saw  off  Ci^  PaUas  cm  the  27th  ult,  which 
TOQ  win  be  so  good  as  to  lay  before  the  Lords  Commissioners 
of  the  Admirahj,  far  their  information.     I  am.  Sir,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

'  Affat-VktuDcr  to  the  Fleet. 
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TO  CAPTAIN  PEARSE,  HIS  MAJESTTS  SLOOP  HALCYON. 
[Original,  in  Um  Nelson  Papers.   It  is  doabtftil  if  this  letter  was  e^er  forwarded.} 

Vietory,  at  Sea,  5th  Maj,  1805. 

Sir, 

I  haTe  received  your  letters  of  the  17th  ultimo  and  2nd 
instant,  with  the  inclosures  therein  mentioned,  and  cannot 
help  thinking  the  Halcyon  particularly  unfortunate,  in  carrying 
away,  in  the  first  instance,  the  bowsprit,  and  afterwards  spring- 
ing her  gammoning-knee,  at  a  moment  when  her  services  were 
80  eminently  wanted,  and  when  every  care  and  exertion  be- 
came necessary.  I  hope  her  defects  will  soon  be  made  good, 
and  the  Halcyon  actively  employed  in  the  execution  of  my 

former  orders.     I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  REAR-ADMIRAL  SIR  RICHARD  BICKERTON,  BART. 

[From  a  Copy  in  the  Admiralty.] 

Victory,  in  Tetnan  Bay,  5th  May,  1805. 

Whereas,  the  destination  of  the  Enemy's  Fleet  (which,  at 
this  moment,  I  am  perfectly  unacquainted  with)  may  probably 
lead  me  to  the  West  Indies,  and  judging  it  necessary,  under 
these  circumstances,  that  an  Officer  of  your  rank  and  well- 
known  experience  in  this  Country  should  remain  in  the 
Mediterranean,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  into  effect  the 
various  important  services  of  this  Country,  which,  from  your 
perfect  and  intimate  knowledge  of  the  intention  of  Govern- 
ment, and  my  sentiments,  on  every  particular  object  of  the 
Admiralty  instructions  for  the  protection  and  safety  of  their 
Sicilian,  and  their  Sardinian  Majesties'  Dominions,  as  well  as 
preventing  the  Enemy  from  effecting  any  Expedition  agtdnst 
Egypt,  You  are  therefore  hereby  required  and  instructed  to 
shift  your  Flag  from  his  Majesty's  Ship  Royal  Sovereign,  and 
hoist  it  on  board  any  of  his  Majesty's  Ships  going  into  Gib- 
raltar, and  afterwards  shift  it  at  pleasure  into  any  Ship  or 
Vessel  at  that  place,  as  you  shall  judge  proper,  for  Uie  purpose 
above-mentioned;  and  for  carrying  any  further  instructions 
which  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  may  send 


vd  known 
thk 
fiitnre 
be  amttothii 
iimrin  * 
I  bsre  ghvn  to  CifMain 
^JicttECse.  1?  ^tmiMl  to  Engtaid  if  she  en 

sn  duf  Coantrr,  I  wooM 

T  c£  Skips,  that  she  miy 

K  lix  actzre  zeal  crf'CapUm 

acqaisitioii  «t  this  pieseDt 

Nelscss  A3n>  Bbostte. 


',  GIBRALTAR. 

Bvr,  Mat  6t]i,  1605. 


3£r.  JjKC&  Kz=tit  ax  hsriog  leoeired,  since  the  Peace 
EKMuasbmsii  cc  I'^^i.  ihe  par  which  was  fi>nDerlT  paid  him 
m  R^a^v^s^  :£  d^  YanL  bm  onlr  the  par  as  BoatsvraiD  of  the 
StiEcr  H£k.  wtvfc  seeos  to  me  to  be  tcit  hard  upon  him,  as 
he  2  bj  ?£ie  Adscixxhx  letter  otMarch  1804  (at  least,  it  ap- 
^«!KS  s?  t3  ^  toud.  that  be  is  to  be  Boatswain  of  the  Yaid, 
acd  ^  ccQseqoKxe  of  his  remoral  fium  afloat  to  the  shore,  is 
a!sc  ZZ'  be  alk  wed  hoose-fent.  It  also  enjoined  him  that  in 
sSiitSoQ  ^>  h2«  dmj  as  Boatswain  of  the  Tard,  that  he  is  to 
artfoi  L?  uie  mssdii^  of  Ships.  From  all  these  ciicumstances, 
I  ipel  coc&ient  that  Mr.  King  is  intended  by  the  Admiralty 


Hjcm.  inn*  Aahwcaie,  Xi^er,  Bincrn,  Tcmasmt,  Hakyon,  Sophie^ 

r,  £tM»  Madn^  Moi|;Uiia,  Jalonae,  Spiicr, 
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Board  to  be  Boatswain  of  Gibraltar  Yard,  and  not  merely 

Boatswain  of  the  Sheer  Hulk,  although  the  dnty  of  masting 

Ships^  &C.,  is  attached  to  his  other  duty. 

Therefore,  with  due  submission,  if  you  see  no  great  irregu«* 

larity  in  the  proceeding,  I  think  he  should  be  entered  as 

Boatswain  of  Gibraltar  Yard,  and  receive  the  same  pay  as  the 

Boatswain  of  Malta,  Jamaica,  or  any  other  of  the  Foreign 

Yards ;    and  I  feel  so  impressed  with  the  justness  of  the 

measure,  that  I  shall  feel  myself  responsible  for  any  additional 

pay  to  his  present,  as  is  equal  to  give  him  the  same  as  the 

Boatswain  of  Malta  Yard,  until  you  shall  receive  directions 

from  the  Navy  Board  upon  this  subject     I  have  the  honour 

to  be.  Sir,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bbontb. 


TO  WILLIAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ.,  ADMIRALTY. 

[Original,  in  the  Admiralty.] 

Victory,  in  Gibraltar  Bay,  May  6th,  1805. 

Sir, 
Finding,  on  the  perusal  of  their  Lordships'  order,  dated  the 
ist  day  of  February,  1805,  relative  to  the  sending  to  England 
all  Spanish  Ships  and  Vessels  detained  and  sent  into  Gibral- 
tar, prior  to  the  11th  January  last,  by  his  Majesty's  Ships  and 
Vessels  of  War,  and  the  appointment  of  an  Agent  to  be  held 
responsible  to  the  proper  Officer  of  the  Court  of  Admiralty  in 
England,  for  the  amount  thereof,  that  the  spirit  of  their  Lord- 
ships' said  order  is  not  fully  carried  into  effect,  as  my  autho- 
rity to  the  Agents  at  Gibraltar  and  Malta  only  directs  them 
to  take  into  their  charge,  and  dispose  of  at  public  sale,  all  the 
Spanish  Vessels  detained  and  sent  into  those  places,  prior  to 
the  11th  of  January  last,  by  the  Fleet  under  my  command, 
instead  of  all  those  detained  and  sent  into  Gibraltar  by  any 
of  his  Majesty's  Ships  of  War ;  I  have,  therefore,  given  Mr. 
Cutforth  and  Mr.  Wilkie  new  appointments  of  this  date,  to 
take  into  their  charge,  and  dispose  of  at  public  sale,  all  the 
Spanish  Vessels  sent  into  these  Ports,  by  any  of  his  Majesty's 
Ships  or  Vessels  of  War,  prior  to  the  11th  of  January,  1805, 
agreeably  to  their  Lordships'  said  order;  and  herewith  transmit 
you,  for  their  information,  a  copy  of  the  said  new  appointments, 
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and  letter  which  accompanied  them,  which  I  hope  will  meet 
their  Lordships*  approbation,  and  that  mj  reasons  for  not 
aendii^  them  to  England,  as  communicated  to  yon  in  my 
letter  of  the  27th  of  March  last,  and  which  at  this  moment 
strikes  me  with  greater  force  and  propriety,  will  also  meet 
their  Lordships*  approvaL     I  am.  Sir,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bboitte. 


TO  JAMiS  CITFORTH,  ESQ-  AGENT  \1CTUALLER  AT  GIBRALTAR, 
HEREBY  APPOINTED  SOLE  AND  ENTIRE  AGENT  FOR  ALL 
THE  SPANISH  SHIPS  AND  VESSELS,  WFFH  THEIR  CARGOES, 
DETAINED  BY  ANY  OF  HIS  MAJESTY'S  SHIPS  OR  VESSELS  OF 
WAR,  AND  SENT  INTO  GIBRALTAR  AS  AFORESAID,  PRIOR  TO 
THE  llTH  DAY  OF  JANUARY,  1805. 

'From  A  Copy  in  tlie  Adjninlty.] 

Victory,  in  Gibnatar  Bay.  Uth  May,  1805. 

Whereas  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  have 
directed  me  by  their  order,  bearing  date  the  first  day  of 
Febnianr,  1805,  to  send  to  England  all  Spanish  Ships  and 
Vessels,  with  their  caigoes,  that  have  been  detained  at  sea  by 
any  of  his  Majesty's  Ships  or  Vessels  of  War  prior  to  the  11th 
day  of  January,  1805,  (the  date  of  the  King's  proclamation  for 
gnmting  reprisals  against  Spain,)  in  order  to  prevent  abuses,  and 
to  ensure  the  said  Ships  and  cargoes  being  disposed  of  to  their 
full  value,  (except  such  parts  of  their  cargoes  as  may,  firom 
their  perishable  state  be  necessary  to  dispose  of  at  Gibraltar;) 
and  having,  at  the  same  time,  authorized  me  to  appoint  ao 
Agent,  who  will  be  held  responsible  to  account  for  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  same  to  the  proper  Officer  of  the  Court  of 
Admiralty  in  England ;  And  whereas  I  think  proper,  from 
the  hin^h  and  honourable  character  I  have  received  of  you,  as 
well  as  fiom  the  public  confidence  which  Government  reposes 
in  you  as  Agent-Victualler,  to  appoint  you  to  be  the  sole  and 
entire  Agent  for  all  the  Spanish  Ships  and  Vessels  detained 
and  sent  into  Gibraltar  by  any  of  his  Majesty's  Ships  or 
Vessels  of  War  prior  to  the  1 1th  day  of  January,  1805,  as 
before  mentioned ;  I  do,  by  virtue  of  the  power  and  authority 
to  me  granted,  hereby  nominate  and  appoint  you  sole  and 
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entire  Agent,  on  behalf  of  the  Crown,  for  all  the  Spanish 
Ships  and  Vessels  detained  and  sent  into  Gibraltar  by  any  of 
bis  Majesty's  Ships  or  Vessels  of  War,  prior  to  the  11th  day 
of  January,  1805;  and  do  hereby  require  and  authorize  you 
(from  judging  the  impracticability  of  sending  the  said  Ships 
and  Vessels,  with  their  cargoes,  to  England,  as  directed  by 
their  Lordships,  as  aforesaid,)  to  enter  upon,  and  immediately 
dispose  of^  at  public  sale,  all  the  said  Spanish  Ships  and  Vessels, 
with  their  cargoes,  detained,  as  aforesaid,  prior  to  llth  day  of 
January,  1805,  and  sent  into  Gibraltar,  and  to  transmit  a 
regular  account  of  their  sales  and  amount,  respectively,  to  the 
proper  OflBcer  of  the  Court  of  Admiralty  in  England,  to  whom 
you  are  to  hold  yourself  accountable  for  the  whole  and  every 
particular  transaction  and  amount  of  the  said  Ships  and  their 
cargoes ;  and  you  will  also,  in  like  manner,  transmit  to  me 
copies  of  the  accounts  of  sale,  and  amount  thereof  accordingly; 
and,  for  so  doing,  this  shall  be  your  sufficient  authority. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 
N.6. — An  order  of  the  above  tenor  and  date  sent  to  Mr. 
Wilkie,  Agent  at  Malta. 


TO  JAMES  CUTFORTH,  ESQ^  SOLE  AND  ENTIRE  AGENT  FOR  ALL 
SPANISH  VESSELS  DETAINED  AND  SENT  INTO  GIBRALTAR  BY 
ANY  OF  HIS  majesty's  SHIPS  OR  VESSELS,  PRIOR  TO  THE 
llTH  DAY  OF  JANUARY,  1805. 

[From  a  Copj  in  the  Admiralty.] 

Victory,  in  Gibraltar  Bay,  0th  May,  1805. 

Sir, 
Observing  that  my  authority  to  you,  dated  the  27th  March 
last,  only  directs  you  to  take  into  your  charge,  and  dispose  of 
at  public  sale,  all  Spanish  Ships  and  Vessels,  with  their  cargoes, 
detained  and  sent  into  Gibraltar  by  the  Fleet  under  my  com- 
mand, prior  to  the  llth  day  of  January  1805,  instead  of  all 
the  Spanish  Ships  and  Vessels  detained,  prior  to  the  said  llth 
day  of  January,  and  sent  into  Gibraltar  by  any  of  his  Majesty's 
Ships  or  Vessels  of  War,  as  directed  by  the  order  from  the 
Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  dated  the  1st  day  of 
February,  1805,  I  herewith  transmit  you  a  new  appointment, 
with  full  power  and  authority,  agreeable  to  their  Lordships'  said 
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Urn,  whidi  I  desire 

ce-Adminltj  Court 

it,  that  both  (if  neces- 

Adminlty  Court,  and 

fully  earned 


SJ&. — ^A  JKOer  of  ibe  abo««  tenor  and  date  sent  to  Mr. 


TO  WHUAM  MASSDEX.  ISQ«  ADMIRALTY. 


fdL   PJL   At  l-90,aKliora4iBBi»iABtj, 

TicuiT.  SI  ScA,  (Uh  MsT,  180». 
r 

TW  Eneflij'f  Fleet  baring  quitted  the  Meditenanean,  aDd 
jaifiof  it  pttobable  that  their  route  may  lead  me  to  the  West 
Indies  or  aocne  dktaot  serrice,  I  hare  thou^t  it  proper 
to  jeare  Rear- Admiral  Sr  Richard  Bickerton  at  Gibraltar, 
in  order  tsat  the  important  duties  of  the  Mediterranean  may 
be  dnlj  attended  to,  and  their  Lordships'  further  instructions 
carried  into  effect  by  that  excellent  Officer,  whose  zeal, 
abilities^  and  perfect  knowledge  both  of  this  Country,  and  mj 
sentiments  upon  CTenr  particular  point  of  their  Lordships' 
instructions  render  him  most  fiilly  competent  to  this  charge, 
and  their  expectations.  Inclosed  you  will  receive  for  the 
information  of  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  a 
copy  of  my  order  of  the  5th  instant,  to  Sir  Richard  Bickerton, 
together  with  a  copy  of  the  schedule  of  unexecuted  orders^ 
&C.  left  with  him,  which  puts  the  Rear- Admiral  in  the  perfect 
possession  of  their  Lordships'  instructions,  and  of  the  various 
circumstances  which  have  presented  themselves  to  me  as  ne- 
cessary  to  adopt;  and  their  Lordships  may  rely  that  they  will 
be  duly  followed  up  by  that  zealous  Officer,  and  which  I  trust 
will  meet  their  approbation.     I  am.  Sir,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronts. 

P.S. — A  copy  of  their  Lordships'  letter  of  the  15th  ultimo, 
relative  to  the  Troops  griven  to  Sir  Richard  Bickerton. 
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TO  ALEXANDER  DAVISON,  ESQ. 
[Antograpb,  in  the  possession  of  Colonel  Davison.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  May  7th,  18()9. 

My  dear  Davison, 

God  only  knows,  my  dear  friend,  what  I  have  suffered,  by 
not  getting  at  the  Enemy's  Fleet,  and  when  I  naturally  con- 
soled myself  that,  at  least,  time  would  be  given  for  Sir  John 
Oide's  Frigates,  who  were  naturally  sent  ^ler  them,  to  return 
to  Gibraltar  with  information  for  me,  I  had  the  mortification 
yesterday  to  find  that  none  had  been  sent  there.  Nor  was  it 
generally  believed  that  Sir  John  Orde  had  sent  afler  them ; 
bat  this  I  cannot  believe,  and  I  must  suppose  that  they  have 
all  been  unfortunately  captured.  I  think  it  more  than 
probable  I  shall  go  to  the  West  Indies ;  for,  I  believe,  from 
what  I  have  yet  heard  of  their  course,  &&,  that  is  their  desti- 
nation, and  there  I  hope  to  get  hold  of  them,  and  to  save  our 
valuable  West  India  possessions,  and  then  I  shall  immediately 
return  to  England.  But  my  health,  or  even  my  life  must  not 
come  into  consideration  at  this  important  crisis ;  for,  however 
I  may  be  called  unfortunate,  it  never  shall  be  said  that  I  have 
been  neglectful  of  my  duty,  or  spared  myself. 

The  business  of  Merton  still  will  call  for  your  kind  and 
friendly  attention.  The  kitchen  I  hope  will  be  built  before 
even  this  letter  reaches  you,  and  I  must  trouble  you,  my 
friend,  to  pay  the  bills;  but  I  hope  soon  to  repay  you 
with  many,  many  kind  thanks.  I  have  just  heard  that  Lord 
Melville  has  left  the  Admiralty,'  owing  to  the  Tenth  Report 
of  the  Navy  Inquiries.  His  Lordship  was  doing  much  for  the 
Service,  and  now  we  have  to  look  forward  to  some  one  else. 
I  shall  write  a  line  to  our  friend  Nepean,  who  must  be 
harassed  by  these  changes.  God  bless  you,  my  dear  Davison, 
and  believe  me  ever,  with  the  truest  friendship,  yours  most 
fiiithfully  and  affectionately.  Nelson  and  Bronte. 

All  my  letters  by  Niger  and  Avenger  are  gone  up  the 
Mediterranean,  and  will  never  be  received  by  me.  But  salt 
beef  and  the  French  Fleet,  is  far  preferable  to  roast  beef  and 
champagne  without  them.  May  God  prosper  my  exertions,  I 
pray  most  fervently,  and  I  think  He  will  in  the  end. 

*  Viscount  Melville  was  succeeded  as  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  on  the  30th  of 
April,  1805,  by  Admiral  Charles  Lord  Barham.  Sir  Evan  Nepean  and  all  the 
other  Lords  remained. 


[1805. 

TO  wnUAJi  MARSDEX,  iSQ*  ADMIRALTY. 

^OngiMt  IB  tke  Aiaixalrr.] 

VkiavT,  It  Sea,  Mflj  7th,  1805. 

Aficr  a  hesiT  beat  down  the  Mediterranean  I  reached 
Tefnm  Baj  on  the  4tli,  and  completed  the  water  of  the  Eeet, 
and  deaied  a  Transport  with  wine,  and  sailed  on  the  5tL 
YeimdaT,  at  2  p.ji.,  we  anchored  in  Gibraltar  Bay,  with 
fredifaReaes  Westerly,  and  began  to  clear  Transports  with  fuel 
andpnuvisoDs;  but,  before  the  whole  Fleet  had  anduxed,  there 
was  ereTT  appearance  of  a  Leranter  coming  oil    The  fleet 
was  anmoofed,  the  Tran^MMts  taken  in  tow,  and  at  6  o'dock 
the  whole  Fleet  was  under  sail,  steering  through  the  Gut    I 
was  in  great  hopes  that  some  of  Sir  John  Qrde's  Frigates  would 
hare  arriTed  at  Gibraltar,  from  watchii^  the  destination  of 
the  EnemT,  from  whom  I  should  have  derired  infonnatioa  of 
the  route  the  Enemy  had  taken,  but  none  had  arrived.    The 
Hakyon,  whidi  left  Lisbon  on  April  the  27th  in  the  ereniDf;) 
reports  to  me,  that  nothing  had  been  heard  of  them  at  Lisbon 
when  the  Halcyon  sailed.    I  am  now  pushing  off  Cape  St 
Vincent's  and  hope  that  is  the  station  to  which  Sir  John  Orde 
may  hare  directed  his  Frigates  to  return  from  watching  the  route 
of  the  Enemy,  and  I  shall  also  join  the  Amazon  from  Lbbon. 

If  nothii^  is  heard  of  them  from  Lisbon  or  from  the  Frigates 

I  may  find  off  Cape  St.  Vincent's,  I  shall  probably  think  the 

rxmiours  which  are  spread  are  true,  that  their  destination  is  the 

West  Lidies,  and  in  that  case  think  it  my  duty  to  follow  them, 

or  to  the  Antipodes,  should  I  believe  that  to  be  their  destiua- 

tion.     I  shall  detach  a  Sloop  of  War  to  England,  from  off  the 

Cape,  when  my  mind  is  made  up  from  either  information,  or 

the  want  of  iL     I  am.  Sir,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  SIR  EVAN  NEPEAN,  BART. 
[From  CUrke  and  M^Aithur,  rol.  ii.  p.  406.] 

7th  H«7,  1805. 

I  still  am  as  much  in  the  dark  as  ever.  I  am  now  pushing 
off  Cape  St.  Vincent,  where  I  hope  to  be  more  fortunate;  and 
I  shall  join  the  Amazon  from  Lisbon,  from  which  place  I 
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have  accounts  to  April  27th,  when  they  knew  nothing  of  the 
Enemy.  If  I  hear  nothing,  I  shall  proceed  to  the  West  Indies. 
I  am,  &C. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  CAPTAIN  KEATS,  H.  M.  SHIP  SUPERB. 
[Aatognph,  in  the  possession  of  the  Reverend  Richard  Keats.] 

Victory,  May  8th,  1805. 

My  dear  Keats, 

I  am  very  much  pleased  with  the  cheerfulness  with  which 

you  are  determined  to  share  the  fate  of  the  Fleet*     Perhaps 

none  of  us  would  wish  for  exactly  a  West  India  trip ;  but  the 

call  of  our  Country  is  far  superior  to  any  consideration  of  self. 

I  will  take  care  that  Superb  shall  have  neighbour's  fare  in 

everything.     I  have  wrote  to  the  Admiralty   that   Superb 

would  be  sent  home  before  the  hurricane  months.      I  am 

anxious  to  get  off  St.  Vincent  to  meet  Amazon  from  Lisbon, 

when  my  route  will  be  fixed.      Will  you  dine  here,  if  we 

have  little  wind?     And  believe  me  ever,  my  dear  Keats, 

yours  most  fEuthfiilly, 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  MRS.  BOLTON. 


[AntogTSph,  in  the  possession  of  Miss  Bolton,  of  Bumham.  "  May  9th.  p.m. 
At  9,  anchored  in  Lagos  Bay,  Squadron  and  Transports  anchored  here.  Employed 
getting  on  board  provisions  from  the  Transports." — Victory* a  Log.] 

Victory,  May  9th,  1805. 

My  dear  Sister, 
God  only  knows  where  I  may  be  on  July  first,  and,  there- 
fore, I  send  you  a  bill  for  one  hundred  pounds ;  and  when  I 
get  home,  I  hope  to  be  able  to  keep  Tom'  at  College  without 
one  farthing's  expense  to  Mr.  Bolton  ;  and  both  you  and  him 
may  be  assured,  that  I  would  do  more,  if  in  my  power.  I 
should  have  been  a  very  rich,  instead  of  a  poor  man,  if  Lord 
Melville  had  not  given  the  Galleons  to  Sir  John  Orde.'    God 

*  The  Snperh  was  so  mnch  in  want  of  repair,  that  it  was  necessary  she  should 
hsTS  gone  to  England. 

*  His  nephew,  Ifrs.  Bolton's  eldest  son,  afterwards  the  second  Earl  Nelson. 

'  t.  e.  remoTed  the  Ships  which  captored  the  Galleons  from  his  command  to  that 
of  Sir  John  Orde,  who,  consequently,  obtained  the  share  of  Prize  money  that  would 
otherwise  haye  belonged  to  him. 
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bloB  jou,  Mr.  Bolton,  and  fiunily ;  and  believe  me  ever,  your 

moat  affisctionate  brother. 

Nelson  and  Bbohts. 

I  have  sent  Sir  William'  a  cruize,  and  I  hope  he  will  be 
moie  fbitnnate  than  he  has  hitherto  been. 


TO  WILUAM  MARSDEX,  ESQ^  ADMIRALTY. 

'Antogn^h,  iu  Uie  Adminlty.] 

VictorT.  off  C«pe  St.  Vincent,  MaT  0th,  \BC^. 

Sir, 
Having  received  fiom  the  Amazon,  Captain  HillV  letter  of 
jestrrdaj*s  date,  I  shall  wait  here  until  Admiral  Knight  joins, 
and  then  proceed  to  Barbadoes,  taking  care  that  he  b  seen 
saielT  inside  the  Gut;  and  the  Queen  and  Dragon,  I  am 
satisfied  can  protect  them,  and  it  is  possible,  upon  a  farther 
consJderation,  I  may  add  the  Royal  Sovereign,  which  would 
render  it  imposnble  for  all  the  force  at  Carthaorena  to  make 
an  impression  upon  them.  I  am  now  clearing  Transports,  and 
victualling  the  Fleet  to  five  months,  and  shall  bear  away  the 
moment  I  can  get  hold  of  the  Convoy.  Should  the  Enemy 
not  have  gone  to  the  West  Indies,  I  shall  return  off  Cape  St 
Vincent^  and  then  act  as  I  may  find  orders ;  or,  if  I  receive 
none,  according  to  the  best  of  my  judgment,  which  I  hope 
their  Lordships  will  approve  o£    I  am.  Sir,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte.^ 

The  Royal  Sovereign  is  ordered  to  join  Admiral  Knight. 

*  Her  son-in-law,  Captain  Sir  WiUiam  Bolton,  of  the  Amphitrite. 

*  Captain  Henry  Hill,  of  the  Orpheoa,  now  a  Vice-Admiral  of  the  Blue. 

*  The  following  was  enclosed  in  the  abo\e  letter : — 

*'  The  Louisa,  of  Baltimore,  an  American  Brig,  Peter  Billings,  Master,  intelli- 
gence by  whom  is  as  foUows : — "  I^  Cadii  on  Thnrsdaj,  the  2nd  day  of  Hit, 
and  informs  that  flte  Spinish  Line-of  Battle  Ships,  a  Spanish  Frigate,  a  Fmdi 
HO -gun  Ship,  a  French  2(Vgun  Ship,  and  a  French  Brig  of  IG  guns,  sailed  firen 
Cadix  between  the  9th  and  10th.  There  appeared  off  Cadiz,  on  the  0th.  shnot 
eleven  Sail  of  the  Line  and  four  Frigates,  French:  that  a  Spanish  Line-of- Bittle 
Ship  Hailed  in  the  evening  after  the  former,  of  great  value,  and  touched  the  gttmU 
on  going  out.  At  noon  of  the  10th,  there  was  no  more  to  be  seen  of  the  eon- 
bined  Heet.  The  reports  of  their  destination  were  varioua ;  by  some,  it  was  nf- 
posed  they  were  destined  for  Ireland ;  and  by  others,  with  great  probability,  far  thi 
■<;  Indies,  particnlarly  Jamaica.  Three  thousand  Spanish  troopa,  among* 
k  Uiere  was  a  great  number  of  Cavalry,  embarked  on  board  the  Spanish  Ho- 
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TO  SIR  ALEXANDER  JOHN  BALL,  BART. 

fAntognph,  in  the  possession  of  Sir  WiUism  Keith  Ball,  Bsrt] 

Vietorj,  May  lOlh,  1809,  off  Lagos. 

My  dear  Ball,  " 
My  lot  is  cast,  and  I  am  going  to  the  West  Indies,*  where, 
;hough  I  am  late,  yet  chance  may  have  given  them  a  bad  pas- 
^  and  me  a  good  one :  I  must  hope  the  best  A  number 
Troops  are  now  at  Lisbon;  but,  except  that  they  are 
stined  for  the  Mediterranean,  I  know  nothing.  I  am  still 
rj  unwell.  May  God  bless  you,  my  dear  Ball;  and  be 
mred  I  am,  &c.  Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  REAR-ADMIRAL  GEORGE  CAMPBELL. 

[From  Clarke  and  M'Arthur,  voL  ii.  p.  408.] 

May  lOtli,  1803. 

Here  we  are,  my  dear  Campbell,  clearing  Sir  John  Orde's 
nmsports,  which  I  found  in  Lagos  Bay,  completing  ourselves 
five  months ;  and  to-morrow  I  start  for  the  West  Indies, 
isappointment  has  worn  me  to  a  skeleton,  and  I  am,  in  good 
nth,  very,  very  far  from  well.  Sir  Richard  Bickerton  re- 
ains  in  the  Mediterranean,  and  Admiral  Knight,  reports 
y,  is  to  command  at  Gibraltar.     He  is  at  present  off  Lisbon 

War,  and  there  was  great  confusion  attending  their  embarkation,  and  getting  the 
ips  to  Sea.  The  French  Ships  were  supposed  to  contain  from  7000  to  8000 
eneh  troops,  which  were  said  to  be  commanded  by  General  Lanriston.  The 
anish  Squadron  is  said  to  be  commanded  by  Admiral  Grarina.  There  i^pears 
present  to  be  great  activity  in  equipping  the  Ships  at  Cadiz :  two  Line-of- Battle 
ifs  were  apparently  nearly  ready  for  sea — ^viz.,  the  St.  Trinadad,  of  130  guns, 
d  the  Olory,  of  74  guns ;  many  Line-of-Battle  Ships  were  also  fitting  with  great 
pedition  at  the  Caraccas.  Provisions  were  in  general  plenty  and  cheap;  seamen 
ve  scarce,  and  were  forced  with  great  reluctance  on  board  the  Men-of-War.  All 
i  Officers  of  Government  appeared  to  be  extremely  active  and  vigilant  in  forward- 
l  tbeir  Squadrons.'    A  Copy.  Nelsoh  axd  Bbohte." 

'  Lord  Nelson  is  said  to  have  been  informed  that  the  French  Fleet  had  gone  to 
I  West  Indies,  by  Bear-Admiral  Donald  Campbell,  of  the  Portuguese  Service, 
lo  had  commanded  the  Portuguese  Squadron  in  the  Mediterranean  in  1790, 
ide  vol.  iv.  passim ;)  and  in  a  letter  to  Lord  Nelson,  dated  Lisbon,  21st  September 
05,  be  complained  of  having  been  deprived  of  his  command  by  the  Portuguese 
yremment,  at  the  instigation  of  the  French  Ambassador  at  Lisbon,  on  two 
Minds,  one  of  which  was  "  going  on  bosrd  your  Lordship  when  you  passed  the 
It,  and  giving  yon  information  where  the  combined  Fleets  had  gone."— C^Ae 
■d  M'Arthur,  vol.  ii.  p.  489. 
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vidi  the  C<HiTOT  of  Tioops.  I  wish  he  would  come  here; 
bat  he  hm  been  deceired  bj  fidse  information,  that  the  Com- 
bcned  SqvadrcQS  were  still  in  Cadiz — I  wish  they  were ;  but 
I  aa  aonr  to  bdiere  thej  are  now  in  the  West  Indies,  or  jost 
I  aoi,  &C.  Nelsost  and  Brokte. 


TD    THE   C030IAXDER  OF  AXY  OF  HIS    MAJESTY'S   SHIPS  OR 
jS  IX  search  of  the  aiEDITERRAXEAN  SQUADRON. 

yrtm  m  Cofj  im  the  AiKrahr.^ 

Most  SecreL  Vktonr.  in  Ugw  Bar,  lOch  MtT,  180S. 


I  des&e  to  acquaint  vou  that  I  am  proceeding  with  the 
SquadioOy*  under  mj  command,  to  the  West  Indies,  in  search 
of  the  EoemT*s  Fleet;  and  request  that  jon  will,  without  i 
■ftookent  s  loas  of  time,  communicate  the  same  to  the  Lords 
CcmnusBiQoen  of  the  Admiraltr,  and  to  the  Comraander-in- 
Chief  of  the  Channel  Fleet,  in  the  event  of  jour  fidling  in  with 
hxm.    I  am.  Sir,  &c.  Nelson  and  Bbontb. 

N.BL — Baifaadoes  wiD  be  the  first  place  I  shall  call  at 


TO  WILLIAM  MABSDEX,  ESQ^  ADMIRALTY. 
[Atte^iBf^  in  the  poaseasion  of  Mis.  Leakie.] 

Vietoiy,  Maj  lOlh,  1805. 

Mt  dear  Sr, 

I  hope  TeiT  soon  to  thank  you  in  person  for  all  your  good- 

to  me ;  and  that  you  will  see  me  a  Victor,  shall  be  the 

exertion  oC  niY  dear  Sr,  jour  most  obliged  and  fidthfbl 

serrant.  Nelson  and  Bronts. 

I  fefgot  to  mention  that  the  Martin  Sloop'  goes  off  this  day 

«  Tbe  SfsaizoB  «itb  vbkh  Loi4  Nebon  pnmed  the  EnemT's  Fleet  of  eigiiteci 
SLi|»  <^  tfae  liBe  to  tbe  West  Indtics,  consisted  onlr  of  ten  Sul  of  the  Lme— viz^ 
Tkf wy.  Caacfvs.  SupcfK  Spencer.  DoncfaL  Tigre,  Leriaihan,  BeUeisle,  Conqueror, 
aai  Swiftssre:  and!  three  Frigates.  Decaie.  Amphion,  and  Amason. 

T  Tbe  Mamn.  Ciycain  R.  U.  SoTage,  conTcred  a  letter  to  Lord  Seafbrth,  Governor 
of  BarWioe^,  **  requesting  hinu  in  case  Bear- Admiral  Cochrane  slioald  not  be  tf 
Bart«iccis.  to  o|ien  and  re^  hb  official  letter,  that  had  heen  sent  to  him,  tod 
voajd  reeoiBMead  its  beii^  forwarded  as  expeditionslj  as  poasihle  to  the  Retr- 
AdMizaL  He  abo  eanesslj  hened  that  an  eabargo  migfat  he  laid  on  all  Vessels  K 
BarWdoc*.  that  the  Eno^  might  not  he  apprised  of  his  arriTal,  and  therehj  sgaia 
eocapc  from  his  Fleet." — Clarie  mmd  M'Jrtkmr,  toL  ii.  p.  406. 
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for  Barbadoos  to  Rear- Admiral  Cochrane/  to  tell  liim  of  mv 
approach.     Mention  it  to  the  Board. 

N.  AND  B. 


TO  REAK-ADMIRAL  KMGIIT. 

^From  Clarke  a!id  M*Anlmr,  vol.  ii.  p.  407.  *•  May  I  hh.  a.m.  Al  010,  weighed 
nuder  tbe  staystaiU  and  jib:  in  laiincb  and  all  boats.  At  lO-.Su,  t-ct  tho  topsails  and 
foresail.  At  Noon,  Squadron  in  oonipany.  p.m.  At  4,  caiuc  into  the  Squadron 
II. M.  Ship  Queen,  Rear-.\du)iral  Knight,  who  saluted  witii  eUMou  [Qy.  17  ~  g^m^t 
wbicb  we  returned  witli  thirteen.  II.  M.  Ship  Dragon  and  a  Convoy  of  Trans^iortH 
joined.  Martin  parted.  Queen,  Royal  Sovereign,  Dragon,  and  TranKpof.ff  parted. 
At  O-.W,  bore  up  and  made  «ail.  Cape  St.  Vincent  N.W.  by  N.,  distance  7  leagi;es." 
—  Victory' $  Log."] 

M.-y  11th,  1^0."). 

My  dear  Admiral, 
I  have  only  to  recommend,  in  order  to  make  sure  of  your 
safe  arrival,  that  you  do  not  go  near  the  land  between  Cadiz 
and  Cape  Trafalgar ;  but  get,  as  soon  as  you  can,  into  the 
latitude  of  Cai)e  Spartel,  before  you  run  for  the  Strait's  Mouth. 
And  I  mu^t  beg  most  seriously  to  call  your  attention,  to  carry 
tbe  Convoy  safe  into  Gibraltar  from  the  numerous  Gun-boats 
and  Privateers  which  cover  the  Straits :  I  beg,  therefore,  to 
recommend,  that  the  Convoy  is  not  carried  near  Tariffa,  or 
Cabrita  Point,  but  kept  in  the  middle  of  the  Gut,  until  Gib- 
raltar bears  N.N.E.  The  being  drove  to  the  Eastward  is  of 
no  consequence  if  it  should  be  calm,  any  Vessel  may  work 
with  ease  round  Europa  Point.  And  there  is  only  one  ihing 
more  that  I  think  it  my  duty  to  recommend,  which  i.s  that 
the  Men-of-VVar  are  not  suffered  to  anchor  until  every  Vessel 
of  the  Convoy  is  anchored ;  for  you  may  rely,  that  a  serious 
attack  will  be  made  upon  any  stragglers,  or  on  the  last  Ships 
of  the  Convov,  if  ihere  should  be  little  wind.     I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  axd  Bronte. 

•  Rear  Admiral  the  Honourable  (afterv.«rds  Admirul  Sir)   .Vloxandtr  Forrester 
lngli«  Cochrane,  G.C.B.,  who  died  in  June  1^:J'2. 


VOL    V  F  i? 


[1805. 


~"-*  .*"     if  .at  ^.  "^"-lir-^T-  llu.  M IT.  I'm"-'!. 


-»H:«:-iiii;ii   :e  iiii  j  ifr--  xzii^r  =t  cooiEiaad,  tot  haTing 

:    '^  ni  ?n?c  J-zr*  last.  I  moct  desire  lo 


<«•_. .  » 


a:  "Hi*  -i^iLn-r-   imz  iiiriiir  £irer:£-i  jcnatsion  to  retJira 


i£  rr  Hi*  jssiizzz  .i  z_t  reilii:.  a^ouc  the  latter  end 
•r  >PTiF«n;!i5:  iisc  .x  r-L-j  n  C^it:  ler,  I  intended  forwarding 

:iL3  ^iicer  .c  :/ .j  zi^  Xfij^EmzLii::.  rfia:  their  Lordships 

T*.-i  -itr  Z'^j.r^ZL..:  ::':Li  F^c^it  u  ihat  period:  thatoa 
'AcjL  s.  J«:a:iUEr  t;u  ^m  pc:  ia  possession  of  the 
-JL  Tiiit-'i.  xiiit-"  Sr  Slci-iii  ^oachan.  oaiside  die 
ini  "fiiitr^T  >  LtfT  ii»  i~cs  I  Lad  detained  in  the 
it:  ziA  ir;Gi-^^:c  ::  :iir  Trti^  uki  comfort  of  the  Gar- 
.  isf  -^liL  xt?  ii:*«€  ^^Lu:^>i  a^  ^I^Lu  under  the  Senior 
Ct&^r.  rr  me  tc=i:»:2?  dziks  cc  ^  Archipelago  and  Adriatic; 
jKiii  riit:  A  :^L^  ::  :^Lc  Ij-y  ""^s  ^  Xapies  for  the  protection 
. c  u*i :  T i*ii:T£.  L  ii/irg :': Tc -  c:csAi£ rliig  zaTself  as conitantlv on 
I2if  r  r^  ,£  ;  :^T  ~i:  Jrc  Meciiemr.*: ^c«  for  the  time  being  wilh- 
iiiji  iiii  Z^iSMfiiL-rc  al>:rVfr-zjci:u:-^ed.  conceiving,  'it'  under 
Z3£  c-TTix-iCiZjC'i"*  icfjinE-^Jiisd.  ij  be  cf  little  c-.»nsequence. 
'  C  iziT':*:- 5  i  ;ir^  t:zi€  suii  procrastinated  my  return; 
sjiijij.   z::TrZicz.:   o»'  the  French   Fleet   firora   Toulon 

■jziT  Ifi  n-e  ::^  ^-S^^  ***-^  ^^*  **^^*  *^^^  ^^^7  would  again 

re:  ::  5^1.  zrt-^'^ziis  :^  :'-c  end  of  ApriL  induced  rue  on  my 

r«::=r:i  :^  n:a<rrc  \z^  Di5:''>>i;I^r.  of  the  Fleet  till  it  shoulJ  be 

— t  -^T  -^-i  :,^  ^Ir  HIci^Ard  B:ckerton«  about  that  time,  when  I 

~u^  5iLiCi£-i  ibev  tj-uIJ  t.z-i  atiemp:  any  Expedition.     And  I 

zijst  hT:r:  r^ziirk  rl:^:*  rLc  Aniphion  having  been  taken  to 

Eii£'-ir.d  «i:h  :he  Treasure- Ships  by  Captain  Graham  iloore, 

iri  :Jif  Mtcii?-  ".erv  p-  :>er]v  sent  home  with  the  Spanish 

Fr  Tile  rii::!i.:  rv  Sir  Richard  Strachan,  the  Nijjcr  after- 

wirii  5tn:  10  Ec^.^nJ  bv  Sir  Joh::  Ordc,  and  other  inter- 

ferences  st  Gibraiiar  by  Senior  Captains  of  his  Squadron,  in 

sending  the  Ships  under  my  command  on  services  not  intended 

for  them  bv  me,  made  the  arrangements  I  had  determined 
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upon  in  that  quarter  so  uncertain,  that  it  became  a  matter  of 
doubt  whether  those  Ships  sent  to  Gibraltar  would  ever  rejoip 
me.  Under  these  uncertain  and  unpleasant  circumstances,  I 
trust  their  Lordships  will  not  consider  the  Disposition  of  the 
Fleet's  not  being  duly  sent,  as  neglectful,  but  owing  to  the 
reasons  before  stated. 

I  herewith  transmit  you  the  Disposition  of  the  Ships  left  in 
the  Mediterranean,  under  Rear- Admiral  Sir  Richard  Bicker- 
ton,  on  the  6th  instant,  which  you  will  be  pleased  to  lay  before 
the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  for  their  informa- 
tion, and  acquaint  them  that  I  have  sent  the  Rear- Admiral 
your  letter  on  this  subject,  that  due  regard  may  be  paid  to  it 
in  future. 

Inclosed  is  a  copy  of  my  order  of  the  18th  of  April,  to  the 
Honourable  Captain  Capel,  which,  together  with  the  copy  of 
my  order  of  the  5th  instant,  and  of  the  schedule  that  accom- 
panied my  letter  to  you  of  the  6th  of  this  month,  sent  by  the 
Wasp  Sloop,  will  put  their  Lordships  in  the  full  possession  of 
all  the  arrangements  made  by  me  in  the  Mediterranean, 
previous  to  my  quitting  it,  which,  I  hope,  will  meet  their  ap- 
probation.    I  am.  Sir,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte* 


TO  WILLIAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ.,  ADMIRALT\'. 
[Origiual,  in  the  Admiralty.] 

Victorv,  off  Cape  St.  Vincent,  1  Itli  May,  1805. 

Sir, 
I  have  this  moment  received  your  letter  of  the  20th  of 
March  last,  transmitting  me  by  direction  of  the  Lords  Com- 
missioners of  the  Admiralty,  a  copy  of  the  sentence  of  a 
Court-Martial  held  on  Captain  Bennett,  of  His  Majesty's  Ship 
Tribune,  and  also  of  the  opinion  of  the  Law  Officers  thereon. 
Your  letter,  also,  of  the  above  date,  with  fifty  copies  of  a  list 
containing  the  Names  of  the  Ships  and  Vessels  with  their 
respective  Numbers,  which  have  been  added  to  his  Majesty's 
Navy  since  the  13th  December  last,  has  likewise  been  re- 
ceived, and  shall  be  duly  issued  agreeably  to  their  Lordships' 
direction.  Your  several  other  letters  with  the  Commissions, 
&c.  therein  mentioned,  I  have  sent  by  the  Queen  to  Rear- 

F  f2 
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coDseqaentl j»  ac- 
'  instmctioDs  bto 


AXD  BlOSTE. 


5c  Tlsm,  HsT  Htb.  m)5. 


R  letter  for  TOO, 
IOC  XL  ^le  AflKnOT  packet :  but  I  cannot  allow 
X  xz  f?  -wxiiinxc  •■'r'tiir  ^^^sc  a  car.    Notwithstandini;  mv  verv, 

»  —      •  Ova 

cc  nrikTsn..  Tmtms  other  circumstances 

m)  and  my  leave  of 

finezo  the  desune  of  getting, 

tberrSxe,  I  this  dav  steer  for 

to  bare  been  hard,  and  the 

it  BUiT  turn, — patience  and  pc^ 

mdyl  hope,aMctor;  thatitsbll 
be  vaniin^  on  the  part  o^  my  dear  Lord, 

Xelsox  and  Bronte. 


TV>  ttlLLULM  MARSDEX,  ESQ^  ADMIRALTY. 

V.^.-r^.  Mat  Ikfc,  1m1.>.  ^  leagues  from  ifftdfin. 

Mt  dcir  Sir, 
I  am  verr  much  obliged  bv  your  friendly  letter  of  April 
ITti.  Under  the  most  serious  consideration  which  I  can 
give  from  all  I  hear,  I  rather  think  that  the  West  Indies  man 
be  the  destination  of  the  Combined  Squadrons.  A  trip  to 
£n:^.and  irould  have  been  far  more  agreeable,  and  more  ncces- 
sarv  for  mT  sute  of  health ;  but  I  put  self  out  of  the  question 
up^>n  these  occasions.  And,  although  it  may  be  said  I  am 
unlucky,  it  never  shall  be  said  that  I  am  inactive,  or  sparing  of 
mvsclf :  and  surely  it  will  not  be  fancied  I  nm  on  a  party  of 
pleasure,  nmning  after  eighteen   Sail  of  the  Line  with  ten, 
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and  that  to  tbc  West  Indies.  However^  I  know  that  patienco 
and  perseverance  will  do  much ;  and  if  they  are  not  there,  the 
Squadron  will  be  again  off  Cadiz  by  the  end  of  June — in  short, 
before  the  Enemy  can  know  w^here  I  am  gone  to ;  and  then  I 
shall  proceed  immediately  to  England,  leaving  such  a  force  as 
the  Service  requires ;  and  as  the  Board  will  know  where  the 
Enemy  are,  I  shall  hope  to  receive  their  orders  off  Cape  St. 
Vincent,  should  I  return,  from  their  not  being  in  the  West 
Indies.  I  shall  trouble  you  with  a  few  letters,  and  be  assured 
that  I  am,  my  dear  Sir,  your  most  faithful  and  obliged,  bumble 
servant, 

Nelson  and  Bronte, 


TO  EARL  CAMDEX,  K.G. 

[Original,  in  the  Colonial  Office.] 

Victon-,  May  Ulli,  1805. 

My  Lord, 
I  was  honoured  with  your  letter  of  March  29th,'  in  which 
your  Lordship  is  pleased  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  my 
letter  to  the  Dey  of  Algiers,  and  my  instructions  to  Captain 
Keats,  and  to  approve ;  but,  from  the  shortness  of  my  letter, 
think  that  a  former  one  must  have  miscarried.  I  send  your 
Lordship  a  copy  of  the  one  I  wrote  yon  n  few  days  before  the 

•   "  TO    VICE  ADMIBAL   VI9C0C.VT   XELSOX,  K.B. 

"  Downing  Street,  20th  Morcli,  180.3. 
"  Mv  Lord, 

"  1  Lave  receixcd  your  Lordsthip's  letter  of  the  2ud  of  January',  inclosing  your 
inHtructinus  to  Captiilu  Keats,  hi  consequence  of  tl:e  dispatch  I  wrote  to  your  Lord* 
ship,  under  date  the  21)th  day  of  October  la.st,  signifying  his  Miyesty's  pleasure 
respecting  the  conduct  of  his  Highness  the  Dey  of  Algiers,  and  the  provisional  appoint- 
ment of  Mr.  Cartwright  to  be  Consul  to  that  Regency.  I  entirely  approve  of  the 
inbtructions  you  have  given  to  Captain  Keats,  and  can  have  no  doubt  but  the  Dey  of 
Algiers  will  cheerfully  acknowledge  his  Majesty's  gracious  condescension  in  the 
terras  he  has  offered,  unless  the  influence  of  hostile  councils  shall  have  persuaded 
him  to  rt'ject  every  measure  of  reasonable  accommodation. 

••  Your  Lordsliip's  letter  is  extremely  concise,  and  limited  to  this  sentence :  *  I 
omitted  to  send  my  letter  to  the  Dey  of  Algiers,  and  instructions  to  Captain  Keatn. 
I  now  beg  leave  to  forward  them.*  It,  therefore,  naturally  occurs  to  me,  that  some 
previous  letter  from  your  Lordship  must  have  miscarried,  as  the  sentence  I  have  cited 
evidently  alludes  to  some  prior  communication,  which  I  have  not  received.  I  have  the 
honour  to  be,  >Scc.,  Camden." — Origtnalf  in  the  possession  of  the  Bi^ht  Ilonourable 
John  Wilson  Croker. 


[1805. 
ose  s  wiiiea.  Tsm  iTytfr  Vuicik  I  dKNild  tliink  most  have 

m 

I  cvT.  in  sixiicg  incicsores  which  are  to 


flpesk  fx  iiemscL-Fcs.  I  caoeadend  h  woald  be  a  wanton  waste 
fc  T'axr  IjO^;  "t*§  tzae  lo  enter  into  anr  detail ;  for  this 
7  I  hrr^  ziic  ixift  Exxe  than  sending  joa  the  last  letters 
a^  iar^ix  csisaed.  to  difierent  Ministers,  all  that  I 
XCL  tie  izLjK-rtance  of  Great  Britain  being  in 
ri2aes5i:!i  :c  'jz :  icif.  as  I  expected  to  be  at  home  tcit  long 

:•  I  oyzA  hare  answered  anj  questions  which 


Tiric  2jxvt  z/ee^  ased  mei  I  new,  therefore,  beg  that  jour 
L:r»'-;-^  w—  r*:c  anriiwe  nj  short  letters  to  any  other 
axccrrr.  i^az.  Zt:c  'iJTTig  cp  tict  time  in  reading  a  long  letter 
ic»:c  =»:cr  "tjj;,  i1i:i  wrich,  i  know  from  experience,  nothing 
cxz.  be  zjjcie  ie-«^g. 

I  =L*tl  locrcts  rivfeli  in  another  letter  upon  the  subject  of 
GeziKral  SLr  Jaa:e§  Cnig's  instructions,  which  I  have  sent  to 
Sj  Ricbani  BicLertcc  I  have  a  report  that  another  attempt 
bii  bees:  —.mv  to  assassinate  the  Dej  of  Algiers,  and  that  be 
ks  three  of  hi?  £iieefs.    He  is.  I  &ncy,  Tery  unpopular. 

Nelson  and  Broxte. 
I  saw.  fcr  a  zcocnent,  jour  nephew,  Mr.  James,^  iu  his  new 
coat.     He  saj  ?  he  likes  his  new  profession. 


TO  EARL  CA-MDEN,  K.G. 
OhpEiL  in  0^  CdoDud  Office.] 

Vietcrv,  Mav  14tb,  \m\ 

M  V  Lord, 
In  the  afternoon  of  May  llth,  I  received  your  Lordship's 
letter  of  Mareh  28th,'  and  a  copy  of  Sir  James  Craig's  in- 

'   "TO  TB£  BI&DT  BOXCCRACLE  ADJflBAL  LOBD  VISCOCKT  ^ELSO^. 

••  PriTii*.  "  Arb'Dgtcn  Street,  March  28th,  1»05. 

•MjLonl, 
"  Tonr  lordskip  trifl  iec«Te,  with  the  diapatches  which  wiU  be  forwarded  to  m 
from  the  AdmiraltT,  the  copy  of  my  instroctioiw  to  Sir  James  Craig,  which  will 
apfmse  toot  Lordship  of  the  views  with  which  that  Officer  is  sent  to  take  the  com 
mand  of  his  Majesty's  Troops  in  the  Mediterranean.     I  csnDOt,  however,  sufler 
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structions,  which,  after  reading,  I  forwarded  in  ten  minutes  to 
Rear-Admiral  Sir  Richard  Bickerton,  who  I  left  at  Gibraltar, 
that  he  might  be  ready  to  co-operate  with  Sir  James,*  as  I  am 
going  to  the  West  Indies  in  search  of  the  Enemy's  Fleet 
With  respect  to  our  taking  possession  of  Messina,  or  any  part 
of  the  Island  of  Sicily,  as  it  was  not  done  when  the  first 
French  Soldier  set  his  foot  into  the  Neapolitan  Dominions,  it 
would  now  cause  the  taking  possession  of  the  City  of  Naples 
and  the  whole  Kingdom ;  therefore,  unless  the  French  make 
any  movements  for  an  attack  upon  Sicily,  or  are  in  the  act  of 
taking  possession  of  Naples,  any  interference  of  our  Troops 
will  never  be  consented  to  by  the  King  of  Naples,  as  it  would 
hasten  the  downfal  of  so  fine  a  portion  of  his  Dominions;  but 
in  the  event  of  the  French  coming  to  Naples,  our  Troops  would 
be  received  in  Sicily  with  much  pleasure  and  gratitude,  as 
saving  from  the  French  Devils  the  Island  of  Sicily.  Sir  John 
Acton,  I  know,  thinks  Sicily  perfectly  safe  against  a  coup, 
and  that  Messina  would  be  defended:  so  it  might,  very  easily, 
if  the  Officers  are  faithful  to  their  Sovereign,  which  I  very 
much  doubt  is  not  the  case  with  all  of  them.  The  men  will 
do  their  duty  if  well  commanded. 

If  I  had  not  been  in  pursuit  of  the  Enemy's  Fleet,  I  should 
have  been,  at  this  moment,  in  England,  having  had  my  leave 
from  October  6th,  1804  ;  but  self  is  out  of  the  question  when 
I  am  after  the  Enemy.  I  have  only  to  again  request  that 
Sardinia,  its  position,  and  importance,  may  be  duly  appreciated 
before  the  French  possess  it ;  then  we  may  lament,  but  in  vain, 
the  loss  of  it.     I  have,  &c.. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

these  difipatclies  to  reach  you,  unaccompauied  by  a  private  acknowledgment  from 
myself,  of  the  confidence  I  have  in  your  Lordship's  hearty  co-operation  with  Sir 
James  Criii^,  in  whatever  may  best  conduce  to  the  advantage  of  his  Mfgesty's 
Service.  Your  Lordship's  long  experience  in  these  seas,  on  the  shores  of  which  Sir 
James  is  to  act,  and  your  iutimatc  knowledge  of  Naples  and  Sicily  will  render  your 
advice  and  assistance  mo5it  essential  to  liim ;  and  it  is  needless  for  me  to  inform 
your  Lordship,  Sir  James  Craig  will  join  you  with  every  disposition  and  anxiety  to 
profit  from  them.  I  have  the  honour  to  remain,  &c. — Camdem." — Autography  in 
the  possession  of  the  Right  Honourable  John  Wilson  Croker. 

*  Lieutcuaut-General  Sir  Jaraes  Craig,  K.B.,  died  a  full  General  in  Janaary 
1812. 


410  LETTERS.  [1805. 

TO  AUEIXANDER  DAVISOX,  ESQ. 
'A-^t^cn^b.  ia  tSi»  ymmrioa  of  Coloael  Devi^on.] 

r^CKT.  May  liih,  ISCV-.'Mi  letgces  E.N.E.  from  Madeiza. 

Mt  dear  DsTison, 

I  ircexTcd  bj  L:ecteiuint  M^'Kenzie  of  the  Qnecn,  on  May 
llih,  Toar  lecrers  of  April  2ncl  and  IOt!i,  for  which,  and  the 
xiev?|iapF:7s  I  th::£*ik  tou  :  and  although  I  do  not  know  when 
tha  letter  mij  ^x  5tHl  I  shall  have  it  prepared,  in  case  we 
meet  any  Vcsel  bocntl  to  England. 

YoQr  eoodcc«5  in  pacing  the  bills  for  Merton,  I  am  mosi 
tmlj  sensible  of,  and  I  wish  I  had  my  account  to  any  given 
period,  that  I  misfat  arrange  and  pay  it  off;  or,  at  least,  reduce 
h.  Bn:  I  have  not  got  either  it,  or  the  account  from  the 
BanLing-housc.  I  don't  clearly  understand  what  you  mean 
about  the  necessity  of  my  signing  a  Power  of  Attorney  to  you, 
as  Agcr.t  for  the  Orion.  I  believe  I  did  sign  the  Power  for 
the  Assphion.  if  not  for  the  Victory ;  but  it  is  unnecessaiy, 
and  not  custonian-  for  Admirals  to  interfere  in  the  Agents 
appo'sted  by  the  Captors ;  at  least,  the  Flag-Officers  in  the 
3Ie«li:crranean  have  never  signed  any  Power  of  Attorney  for 
particular  Prizes.  We  have  given  to  my  Secretary,  as  the 
pcnk  :i  who  is  customary,  and  knows  all  the  captures  made, 
a  Power  to  receive  the  Flag  eighth ;  and  he  collects  it  from 
ail  tlic  dijfercni  Agents  where  the  Prize  mav  be  sold,  and  he 
cli^triijutcs  it  in  proportion,  according  to  the  number  of  Flag- 
Omccrs  on  the  station  at  the  time  of  the  capture.  Bui  I  cer- 
i::i:!ly  iiitcntUd  that  you  should  receive  my  pro|X)rtion  of 
Prize-Moni*y  for  the  Orion ;  and  therefore,  in  case  I  have 
n^'i  sijr.eJ  the  Power,  I  send  an  order  for  Marsh  and  Creed, 
it*  liicy  have  received  it,  to  |>ay  it  to  you,  that  it  may  help  to 
reduce  my  account  with  you ;  and  T,  again  and  again,  entreat 
that  I  mav  have  it  the  moment  of  my  arrival,  in  order  that 
I  may  take  measures  to  pay  it  off,  which  I  shall  do  with 
much  pleasure,  and  many,  many  thanks;  and  you  ought  to 
charge  the  interest.  So  much  for  business,  which  ought  to  be 
cfteii  settled  between  the  dearest  friends. 

I  believe  Lord  Melville  would  have  been  a  good  friend  to 
the  Xavy ;  and,  therefore,  am  sorry  he  is  out.  I  have  no  idea 
of  his  p')cketing  the  Public  money.     I  sincerely  hope  these 
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inquisitors  will  not  find  fault  with  your  numerous  Public 
Accounts ;  but  I  believe  you  are  regular,  and  therefore,  1  hope, 
from  my  heart,  may  defy  them.  How  is  Nepcan?  Remember 
me  to  him.  And,  by  this  time,  I  congratulate  you  upon  your 
return  to  St.  James's  Square,  where  I  hope  you  will  live  many 
years ;  and  that  I  shall  often  breakfast  with  you,  is  the  sincere 
wish  of,  my  dear  Davison,  your  truly  obliged  and  faithful 
friend. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  WILLIAM  HASLEWOOD,  ESQ. 

[Autograpb,  in  the  possession  of  Earl  Nelson.] 

Victon,  May  lOih,  1800. 

It  is  my  desire  that  Mrs.  Gibson*  is  given  an  annuity  of 
twenty  pounds  a-year,  when  that  she  gives  up  my  adopted 
daughter,  Horatia  Nelson  Thompson,  to  the  guardianship  of 
my  dear  friend.  Lady  Emma  Hamilton,  and  promises  not  to 
liave  anything  more  to  do  with  the  child,  either  directly  or 
indirectly ;  and  I  leave  my  estate  chargeable  with  this  annuity. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

TO  LADY  HAMILTON. 
[Autograpb,  in  the  posfesbion  of  Earl  Nelson.] 

Victon-,  at  Sea,  May  lOtb,  iy()5. 

My  dearest  Lady  Hamilton, 
As  it  is  my  desire  to  take  my  adopted  daughter,  Horatia 
Nelson  Thompson,  from  under  the  care  of  Mrs.  Gibson,  and 
to  place  her  under  your  guardianship,  in  order  that  she  may 
be  properly  educated  and  brought  up,  I  have,  therefore,  most 
earnestly  to  entreat  that  you  will  undertake  this  charge ;  and 
as  it  is  my  intention  to  allow  Mr5,  Gibson,  as  a  free-will  oiFor- 
ing  from  myself,  (she  having  no  claim  upon  ir.e,  having  been 
regtilariy  paid  for  her  care  of  the  child,)  the  sum  of  twenty 
pounds  a-ycar,  for  the  term  of  her  natural  life ;  and  I  mean 
it  should  commence  when  the  child  is  delivered  to  you.     But 

*  Mm.  Gibson  was  the  i)ersoD  to  whose  care  Lord  Nelson  eu( rut-ted  Lis  cliild,ftnd 
to  wlioin  lie  wrote  !?evenU  notes.    See  the  next  volume. 
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sumiiL  'j\s^  GlIisic  €rtZK-9T€fsr,  upon  mux  pretence,  to  keep  mj 
auinor:.  UHnnrK*"  hz:^  j.ar^T  in  her  care,  then  I  do  not  bold 
jT'-siir   '.•insii  i:    zr^^  bfr  oce  iuthing;  and  I  sliall,  most 


I  suii  -rrm  11  yiz,  ILLsaevood.  apon  your  telling  him  that 
2«iii  I'JT^  r^T^.-fi  iii;  -"-Hi-  to  sertle  the  annuity  upon  Mm 
'i»l>«:G  -  cxfL  ^'  2  -*^  '*■"  t  Mi55  Connor  uisposed  to  be  the 
■Ti^-'-itt-r?  If.  iL-CLL^^  I  tJI  z^^e  her  anv  allowance  for  her 
T-:»i::ie  ▼'ijc-i  7  :c  ustj  ilri  proper.  I,  again  and  ajrain, 
i:;-  it'.iT-ts:  irjini—  r^ :  :^!?:  ic*cr  cire  of  my  adopted  daughter, 
▼^  m  -  TTT-  _-:•!  :;  iu£Sa.  I  am  ever,  for  ever,  my  dear 
1-fci'  ?I;:r..-r  c    ';»:r  2j;&:  fiiiful  and  affectionate, 

mm  ^ 

Nelsox  and  Bronte. 


: .  :  L.- : :..  V  £r_ir!=.  h.  m.  ship  si  PERii. 

\»»i^  -c-io^  a  Hi:  :i:T.-r>T^ift  fif  lie  BeTrrrcJ  RicLaid  Kmis.] 

Virt&rv.  Mar  lOlh,  baV 


I  i-n.  ir*crrl  tisic  y.Ti  33ay  think  that  the  Superb  docs  not 
r  s:  "lijv  i<  I  :-i— 'i  ▼■-51-  H:-^cver  that  inav  be,  ^fcr  if  we 
1^  r.::  :ii  'vi'::5.  I  «'-.-:"i  r.:t  think  it  fast  enongli,)  yet  I 
xm:.-.  1.!-;  -■  ..,  .■£  '?-i:ei  :ba:  1  know  and  feel  that  the 
>*.:»:_-:  J  .»=>  il.  -■*:_.:'"  if  r^^^iV.c  for  a  Ship  to  accomplish; 
i^i^  I  i':>v-7£  :"i.«:  y:-.:^!!!  co:  trot  upon  the  occasion.  I  iiope, 
LI  1  .:  1-: :  :i-".  c*.  zr.Icr:.  that  very  soon  you  will  help  me 
?:  >:•:  -Ti  1.:  M _.•-:-: ux."  I  Uiink  we  have  been  from  Cape 
^c  "'^.s.-^z:  i.-v  :\r::zi:ey  and  shall  be  in  the  West  Indies 
"zsz^  io:':y::  :.  ?*:-r,irw  •Ti3:raca,  which  I  think  is  their  object 
"•  :.i::   :r  :>\av  '- Arr^er..  believe  nie  ever,  my  dear  Keats,  your 


Cil  iijsi  s-iiccr^  irlcnl, 


Nelson  and  Brontf. 


T.  -• 


1 .  -  V  :  ■*»  \  t  --^  i:c.  1.  -T^er.  -IT***"  •<>  k*^'  formed  one  of  ihe  French 
:  r  ..  : :  ^.  i-  •>>;  •  -'  \.t  F::c*ci«ir.  SO.  Vice  AduiiFRl  Yillp»ien\«» ;  I.e  F«>r- 
\  >•  V  ..  *  =^il<:t;  Lc  NeMur»p,  H>:  L'IiTdoiu]>lah2t-  ^<0;  L* 
.  .  ~.  1  .  Ifc..  Ti  .  1^  "^^ifL^inf,  T-l:  Lc  M<«n[  Blanc,  71 ;  LTurrppide,  Tl; 
-  .  S  ■  T  "*  I  f  r-T- ;-i,  T4 :  %iA  L'Aiplc,  71:  wvrial  Fritrnfos,  an!  li»o 
?~ :r*  J. i."  ibf  <r^~ ■*»  Shfw — ibe  ArgouiBta, IM),  Admiral  Gra^ina;  J^  Firma,  i*0; 
:  ■•  Tfrr.-Ct.  ^  -.  Sj^  Eft|!;jKl.  ^ J :  San  Jago  del  America,  Gl;  San  Jafro  del 
£>?  ■  :>a.  :•& :  tzA  <  z*  Fhfrate.  Tvo  more  of  the  F^rench  Sail  of  the  Line,  the  Alge- 
»^ij  A.-.i  AcL^e.  joined  the  S^udroa  about  the  4th  of  Jnne,  off  Martiiiiqae. 
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May  27th. — I  have  missed  yesterday  the  opportunity  of 
Bending  my  letter,  wrote  long  ago,  as  you  will  see.  We  shall 
be  at  Barbadoes  the  3rd  or  4th  June ;  and  I  hope  Cochrane 
will  be  able  to  give  us  every  information  about  the  Enemy. 
I  Etill  think  Jamaica  is  their  object;  but  many  think  that 
Surinam,  Trinidada ;  and  Bayntun,  that  they  will  laud  their 
Troops  at  the  City  of  San  Duniingo.  In  ehort,  every  one  has 
an  opinion  ;  but  it  will  soon  be  beyond  doubt.  Our  passage, 
although  not  very  quick,  has  been  far  from  a  bad  one.  They 
started  from  Cadiz  thirty-one  days  before  we  did  from  St. 
Vincent,  and  I  tliink  we  shall  gain  fourteen  days  upon  them 
in  the  passage;  therefore,  they  will  only  arrive  seventeen 
days  before  us  at  Martinico,  for  I  suppose  them  bound  there. 
I  shall  not  anchor  at  Barbadoes.  Martin,  you  know,  is  gone 
there  ;  and  I  have  prayed  Lord  Seaforth*  to  lay  an  embargo, 
that  the  French  may  not  know  of  my  approach,  and  thus  again 
elude  our  vigilance.  My  mind  is  not  altered  that  Egypt  was 
their  destination  last  January.     Ever  yours  faithfully, 

Nelson  and  Buonte. 


TLAX  OF  AiTACK. 

[From  Clarke  and  M'Artbur,  vol.  ii.  p.  -i'llj  wLo  stale  tlmt  it  wh>  taken  from  tLc 
original  in  the  St.  Vincent  PaiJcrs,  and  tliot  it  wos  drawn  up  by  Lord  Kelson  dnring 
his  pnrsnit  of  the  French  Fleet  to  the  West  Indies.] 

The  business  of  an  English  Commander-in-Chief  being 
first  to  bring  an  Enemy's  Fleet  to  Battle,  on  the  most  advan- 
tageous terms  to  himself,  (I  mean  that  of  laying  his  Ships 
close  on  board  the  Enemy,  as  expeditiously  as  possible ;)  and 
secondly,  to  continue  them  there,  without  separating,  until  the 
business  is  decided ;  I  am  sensible  beyond  this  object  it  is  not 
necessary  that  I  should  say  a  word,  being  fully  assured  that 
the  Admirals  and  Captains  of  the  Fleet  I  have  the  honour  to 
command,  will,  knowing  my  precise  object,  that  of  a  close 
and  decisive  Battle,  supply  any  deficiency  in  niy  not  making 
signals ;  which  may,  if  extended  beyond  these  objects,  either 
be  misunderstood,  or,  if  waited  for,  very  probably,  from  various 

'  Francis  Ilimibertone  Mackenzie,  created  Lord  of  Seaforth.  Baron  Mackenzie, 
in  October  1797,  Governor  of  Barbadoes :  he  died  in  1614. 
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caMsc?,  be  impossible  for  the  Commander-in-Chief  to  mate 
therefore,  it  will  only  be  rcciuisite  for  nic  to  state,  in  as  fcv 
words  as  possible,  the  varicnis  modes  in  which  it  mav  bi 
necessary  for  me  to  obtain  my  object,  on  which  depends,  no 
only  the  honour  and  glorj-  of  our  Country,  but  possiblv  it 
safety,  and  with  it  that  of  all  Europe,  from  French  tvnmn; 
and  oppression. 

If  the   two  Fleets   are   both   willing   to  fight,  but  liitli 

manoeuvring  is  necessary ;  the  less  the  better ;— a  day  is  sooi 

lost  in  that  business :  therefore  I  will  only  suppose  that  th 

Enemy's  Fleet  being  to  leeward,  standing  close  upon  a  win( 

on  the  starboard  tack,  and  that  I  am  nearlv  ahead  of  them 

standing  on  the  larboard  tack,  of  course  I  should  weathei 

them.    The  weather  must  be  supposed  to  be  moderate;  foi 

if  it  be  a  gale  of  wind,  the  manceuviing  of  both  Eects  isboi 

of  little  avail,  and  probably  no  decisive  Action  would  take 

place  with  the  whole  Fleet.     Two  modes  present  tbemsckes: 

one  to  stand  on,  just  out  of  gun-shot,  until  the  \'an-SLip  ol 

my  Line  would  be  about  the  ccnlre  Ship  of  the  Eneniv,  then 

uiake  the  signal  to  wear  together,  then  bear  up,  engage  with 

all  our  foicc  the  six  or  five  Van-Ships  of  the  Encmv,  pas^inir, 

(crtainly,  if  opjwrtr.nity  offered,  through  their  Line.     TLis 

would  lu'cvent  their  bearing  up,  and  tlie  Action,  from  the 

known  bravery  and  conduct  of  the  Admirals  and  Captain?, 

would  certainly  be  decisive :  the  second  or  third  Rcar-l^hipa 

vf  the  Enemy  would  act  as  they  plea?e,  and  our  JSliips  wouLl 

give  a  good  account  of  them,  should  they  pcreist  in  niising 

with  our  Ships.     The  other  mode  wonld  be,  to  stand  under 

an  easv  but   commandiuG;  sail,  directly  for  their  hcaclnio.-t 

Ship,  so  as  to  prevent  the  I'neniy  from  knowing  whciher  I 

.*«!K)iild  pas3  to  Iccwanl  or  windward  of  him.     Li  that  situation, 

I  would  make  the  t>icnal  to  euLragc  the  Enemy  to  leeward, 

isnd  to  cut  through  tlieir  Fleet  about  the  sixth  Ship  from  the 

Van,  parsing  very  close;  they  being  on  a  wind,  and  you  going 

large,  coulil  cut  their  Line  when  you  plcnse.     The  Van-Shi|)& 

of  the  Enemv  would,  bv  die  time  our  Rear  cau^.e  abreast  of 

I  lie  Viin-Ship,  be  severely  cut  up,  and  our  Van  could  not 

e.\|\  ct  to  escape  damage.     I  woidd  then  have  our  Bear  Ship, 

and  every  Ship  in   succession,   wear,   continue   the  Actiun 

with  cither  the  ^'an-Ship,  or  second  Ship,  as  it  might  ap|>ear 
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most  eligible  from  her  crippled  state ;  and  this  mode  pursued, 
I  see  nothing  to  prevent  the  capture  of  the  five  or  six  Ships 
of  the  Enemy's  Van.  The  two  or  three  Ships  of  the  Enemy's 
Rear  must  either  bear  up,  or  wear;  and,  in  either  case, 
although  they  would  be  in  a  better  plight  probably  than  our 
two  Van- Ships  (now  the  Rear)  yet  they  would  be  separated, 
and  at  a  distance  to  leeward,  so  as  to  give  our  Ships  time  to 
refit;  and  by  that  time,  I  believe,  the  Battle  would,  from  the 
judgment  of  the  Admiral  and  Ciiptains,  be  over  with  the  rest 
of  them.  Signals  from  these  moments  are  useless,  when  every 
man  is  disposed  to  do  his  duty.  The  great  object  is  for  us  to 
support  each  other,  and  to  keep  close  to  the  Enemy,  and  to 
leeward  of  him. 

If  the  Enemy  are  running  away,  then  the  only  signals 
necessary  will  be,  to  engage  the  Enemy  as  arriving  up  with 
them ;  and  the  other  Ships  to  pass  on  for  the  second,  third, 
&c.  giving,  if  possible,  a  close  fire  into  the  Enemy  in  passing, 
taking  care  to  give  our  Ships  engaged,  notice  of  your  in- 
tention. 


TO  WILLIAM  MAUSDEX,  K?Q.,  ADMIIIALIV. 

[A'llograpb,  in  the  Adiiiiralty.  •♦  Jinic  Onl.  a.m.  At  8-'20,  Ampliioii  spoke  two 
EnglUh  Merchant  Ships,  [fnun  whom,  acconliiif^  to  Clarke  ar.d  M'Arlhur,  Lord 
NdAon  learnt  that  the  Trench  Fleet  was  in  ihe  West  Indies. J  .Tunc  lih.  a.m.  At 
G,  luifr  the  Island  of  Barbadocs,  bearing  West  per  compasM,  distance,  six  or  seven 
Ica^fues.  AtO,  If.  M.  Ship  Northnniherland,  Hear  Admiral  C'ochru:ic»  at  anchor  in 
CarlWc  Bay,  who  Ralated  with  I'l  guns,  which  was  returned  willi  11.  The  Fort 
(Needham)  saluted  with  lA  guns,  which  was  returned  with  an  equal  number,  p.m. 
At  A'.")!),  aiichored  in  Carlisle  Bay,  Harbatlocs.  H.  ^f.  Ship  Spartiate  joined." — 
Jlcinrtf's  Lon.\ 

Victorv,  off  Ca.lislc  B>iv.  .Inne  llh,  180.V 

Sir, 
I  arrived  off  iicro  at  noon  this  dav,  wlicre  I  found  Rear- 
Admiral  Cochrane  in  the  Nortliumbcrland,  and  ihc  Spartiate 
is  just  joining.  I  send  you  some  letters  of  information,  which 
the  Rear-Admiral  and  Sir  William  Myers  have  received  from 
Dominica  and  from  St.  Lucia,  'i  here  is  not  a  doubt  in  any 
of  the  Admirals'  or  General's  minds,  but  that  Tobago  ar.d 
Trinidada  are  the  Enemy's  o!)ject.s ;  and,  although  I  am 
anxious  in  the  extreme  to  get  at  their  eighteen  Sail  of  the 


[180S. 

ISr^fssE  las  ofisn  id  f  iit,iuk  himMf 
II.  — '"•   Zt-ttt*^  I  rsnmx  tptobe  finrr  &  bsudsKiie  ofe; 

r  of  jTUL  iiL  1  ins:  Cijse,  I  see  no  guk 
1  if  :fici  lii^  £i&nDT$  Fleet  and 


lA..^ 


li" 


_  -i=  i.T  iTCT^.-xr  i:   nr  _L2i:2i:n,r«-  lai  I  h:»pe  that  we 
i*l    — r°-    iwlf-.   .si^^n    =3   iixfns-  -wii  ibf  General  and 


?T~.-;i  "  ir:.! -.  J-.ae  ii.  ISA 


I 


?-=.-  -1  --T-.'*:-^  iizi  Ti-.:>:;-f     EUi  I  r-r^e  zit  next  letter  wiD 
at  ^TTT  lil  I  i-^r-:   i^T^tin :  ^wticl.     E'tr.  mj  dear  Sir,  your 

Xll.=Oy  AXD  B&05TZ. 

"^njrijs  Z-eizsian^-j-rZiKTil   Sir  WUIiaai    Myers,  Com- 
HiEnitfT-^--  L^t:;'  ;c  lii  F;cMS  II  R&rodjes  and  the  Leeward 

"_■  :     «...  -  --:.-_    "^r    ^Z-Ji    Ky.r^    r.*.—.-  *.' :  — laiyi-gr •  In-*' liief  in  it* 
^   .    .    ..-..-    ^^   !•■•—--  t:i"---*i  -rt  :  ~  :  T-i_r  Zxr^:;  Ira  a  Letirt"  fnm 

.  -  i -.     _,  ^  .-_.._^  •- ri  A  TtT' t:  ir.zz  :1?  Wi^d^rArd  sU^  of  Grw 

:^r     ._u    .-':---   3"  -       :  i-  "mL  i:  fti  t*^-^  "a-frv  U*!  Liirbt.    Tbeir 

••  K.  BsEr.ET-ix. 

j;  ^--^      1  .-_  Nilr.i  :J£"::  :'— *  N  :f.  i~  bis  own  LaxiJ: — 
.  —  _    ^^     -  -;      -  "^r-r*.  **:-*  TVHIlizi  M; *.--'■*  Seonrianr.  and  extracceJ  frm 
-_  :    .  --  -'iT*  '.''.':  I-  :  jii,  '^  2i-*Ti  h*A  n  J  doobt  boi  that  the  iiitellijrencf  mty 
je  .-Irf-i  --.::.  *•  Nel»os  axd  Bioxte. 

-  ■".:...-?.  -  li-  iii-  CAril*Ie  B*j.~ 
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Islands,  has  very  handsomely  offered  to  embark  himself,  with 
two  thousand  Troops,  on  board  the  Fleet  under  my  command, 
for  the  purpose  of  frustrating  tlie  Enemy's  intentions,  who,  it 
appears  have  determined  on  an  immediate  attack  on  some  of 
the  Leeward  Islands ;  and,  as  our  Troops  have  been  very  much 
harassed  and  fatigued  in  marching  on  so  short  notice  from 
the  different  out-posts,  for  the  purpose  of  embarking,  conse- 
quently require  every  comfort  which  can  be  given  them,  and 
as  any  distinction  in  victualling  ihem  would,  under  the  present 
circumstances,  be,  in  my  opinion,  very  improper,  it  is  my 
intention,  as  we  may  soon  be  in  Battle  with  the  Enemy,  and 
the  stay  of  the  Troops  on  board  cannot  be  many  days,  that 
they  shall  be  victualled  the  same  as  the  respective  Ships' 
Companies. 

It  is,  therefore,  my  directions,  that  you  cause  the  Troops 
who  may  be  embarked  from  Barbadoes  on  board  his  Majesty's 
Ship,  under  your  command,  to  be  victualled  at  full  allowance 
of  all  species  of  provisions,  the  same  as  your  Ship's  Cumpany, 
during  their  continuance  on  board. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

N.B. — A  similar  Order  given  to  the  Captains  of  H.  M. 
Ships,  Northumberland,  Canopus,  Superb,  Spencer,  Belleisle, 
Conqueror,  Tigre,  Leviathan,  Donegal,  Swiftsure,  Spartiate. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  WILLIAM  .MARSDEN,  KSQ.,  ADMIUALTY. 

[Oripiial  in  the  Admiralty.  "Jiinc5tb.  a.m.  At  9*00,  Mciglied,  aud  made  sail 
to  the  Southward :  Squadron  in  company,  p.m.  U-L'),  mnde  the  general  signal  to 
Prepare  for  Battle.  June  0th.  p.m.  At  O'OO,  Mud  Fort,  at  Tobago,  saluted  vith  11) 
guns,  which  was  returned  by  an  equal  number.  [At  0*10,  a  Schooner  made  the 
Bignal  for  the  Enemy  being  at  Trinidada. — Siyual  Loy.]  At  0*^0,  bore  uj).  June  7lh. 
A.M.  At  '),  made  sail  to  the  Westward,  towards  the  Boc:iz  of  Trinidada.  [At  0, 
ob8er\ed  Fort  Abercrombic  on  fire,  and  the  Troops  to  abandon  it. — S'ttjnul  Log.] 
p.m.  At  A  .30,  anchored  in  the  Gulf  of  Paria,  near  the  West  entrance  of  the  Bocaz 
of  Trinidada:  Squadron  anchored  as  convenient.  June  bth.  a.m.  At  7,  ^\eighed  and 
made  sail."— rir//>r^'»  Loy.  Clarke  and  M' Arthur  nlale  that— "On  the  0th  of 
June,  the  Hcet  arrived  off  Grrnt  Courland  Bay,  Tobago;  and  Captain  Henderson 
of  the  l*hra«*ant  Slonp,  was  directed  to  proceed  with  all  expedition  to  Port  Toko 
in  Trinidad,  to  .send  a  boat  on  whore  with  Sir  W^.  Myers'  letters,  for  infomiation 
whether  the  Enemy  were  in  the  Gulf  of  Paria,  and  to  commuaicate  by  s  gnal 
with  the  Admiral  in  the  morning.     At  Tobago  all  was  bustle  and  apparent  un- 
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«*:-^r  J.  rL;n,  m  adJIiIon.  iht  foUoming  siugiilar  occnnencf  took  plac*.  A 
M-rr-.^^!.  jATLc-Jirlj  ir.vor.s  to  fL-»«frtun  wLetLfr  xlx  Hfet  iras  ilut  of  i 
-•..•.:  ■■:  Irrc/.  LftJ  ;:t.-.*;!c<i  ca  Lis  Clerk.  wiiL  ▼Lorn  he  LsJ  also  agrwd 
r-'^:  lir  -:;-.i:>.  i>  enib-rk  iu  a  Scbooner,  aud  to  «taiid  towanl^  ii :  aud  it  ea- 
icr-.zjr*>  ks:;^s«il.  iLa:  tie  Tfrn^ipiial  cade  br  tl:e  CIrrk,  correspondtd  with 
::*  Ll:=L&:.ir  *ic:.al  »LicJ  !.U  hr<a  agrtrd  on  by  Cilouel  ^^lul.ky.  of  il» 
"•:-=■    h*  ::  MX   Tnci.W.     I:  wa«  i!:f  tlti>e  of  \lo  Cat,   und  no  opiwrtcaJiy 

:.:-■;  f  :  •  - .- ,  riij-  lie  iul^'akc*.  An  .\r.>ericau  Mereliant-brig  also  bml  Wfa 
?:•  ;- .  1 :;:. !;  •  -fcoic  dar.  by  iLeCiiri*iix.  probaUy  sent  to  mi^ltml,  «ho«* Mt^ter 
•-:- — c  :'-a:,  It  l.aj  l**a  boanled  a  frw  days  Ufow  by  the  French  Fleet  oif 

"^^-2-»^  •tfc::.:^  i.vffiTk'-*  lie  Boeaz  of  Triu.bjJ.    No  donbtii  \rere  anyloBfpr 

•  ■ ''  rii^tr^L  :  V  !j»»*  Cf  »  :L:f  ujboui  ilie  Dritinh  Stjuailrou.  tl.e  Ship*  wtre  read>  for 

»  -   r  :  f--*  cuS^ai.  rr  i  Ne!— u  aLtioirareil  a  sec.md  Almnkir  in  the  B«v  of 

'k-*^     If  f  rl-^r  f  -'.n-iiia  ^ai  nece^«arT.  it  appeared  in  the  !%eeniiD^  cos- 

f  ^-.i  .i    f    :.*  .  f  -i^  •>-:;  -.-:5  at  Jijlijbl,  aud  tlie  i*rty  itlroatinj:  towards  tie 

:-*f-  .  T.-f  '.^ — !rv."  a-ji  *  icer«  o.'  1.:-  S^uadrt  n,  af^er  m;cL  conobiiniunc,  frh  it 
^  ir"-  :.  :►  -  e  :!«•  e  Ilrzr-  cf  iLe:r  sej-e5.  vheri,  on  enteringr  the  Gnlf  of  Parii 

..-*:•-  1    }  a*~T  t  1,  •,^  >.f  *een.  nor  !iad  aiiv  b*en  there.*" — V«l.  ii.  n.  4r.'.».l 


Virr-^-T.  off  Triuidad.  ^ih  Jure.  N-'». 


I  herewith  irar.sniit  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Captain 
Miurlce,  lifted  the  6th  instant,  acquainting  me  with  the  sur- 
r:z^^7  ct  th?  Diamond  Rock,  late  under  his  command,  on 
::.<  ir  J  of  ti.i>  n:v->nih,  to  the  French  Squadron  of  Ships  and 
lK:r.-Bi\i*>  therein  mentioned,  together  wiih  a  copy  of  the 
:t.T-s  of  Csritulaiicn  thnt  accompanied  his  said  letter,  which 
I  r,v  -tf:  vcu  ^;!i  le  pleased  to  lav  before  the  Lords  Com- 
r.'s^    r.tr^  oi'the  Admire.!: v,  for  their  information. 

I  .-'-.;  :r:r5:::::  v^r;:,  for  ihcir  Lordshiixs' information,  a  copy 
. :  ^  \:::t  !Kr.i  Crptain  Mar.iice,  of  the  above  date,  informing 
T.'.e  . :  :.:^  .'rriv.:!  r.:  Bnrbadocs,  and  of  the  communicaiion  he 
r.  v\!iv.  :":o:u  ;1  o  Trcnc!!  C(^:nmodcrc,  which  I  give  but  little 
c  ^^  : :  ^\  .•'=  iK»  Nir.nJrv-n  or  Siiiji,  I  understand,  coiild  arrive 
*:  MAr.::::%v*:o  In:  vl.a:  nu:>t  be  seen  from  the  Diamond 
s.  -'^ ;  r,rx:  w::h  resjvct  to  their  future  operations,  they  have 
"v   :.t::  r.ic":i-.'nc:K  prol>:.b!y  with  a  view  to  deceive.    I 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 
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PRIVATE  DIARY. 

[From  Clarke  and  M'Arthur,  vol.  ii.  p.  410.] 

Bth  June,  IbOu. 

At  daylight  an  Advice-Boat  arrived  in  the  Fleet  from  Bar- 
badoes,  with  letters  from  Captain  Maurice,*  giving  an  account 
of  the  capture  of  the  Diamond  Rock ;  and  also  tliat  the  Frencli 
and  Spanish  Squadrons  had  not  sailed  from  Martinique,  but 
that  the  French  Commodore  had  told  him,  tliat  the  Fcrrol 
Squadron,  consisting  of  six  Sail  of  French,  and  eight  of 
S^ianiards,  had  arrived  in  Fort  Uoyal,  June  the  4th. 


TO  LORD  SEAFORTII,  GOVERNOR  OF  BARBADOE.^. 
[From  Clarke  and  M'Artbur,  vol.  ii.  p.  110.] 

8th  June,  180^'^. 

The  information  from  St  Lucia  of  the  Combined  Squadron 
having  been  off  that  Island  to  Windward,  must  have  been 
very  incorrect  I  have  my  doubts  respecting  the  certainty 
of  the  arrival  of  the  Ferrol  Squadron,  as  I  have  always  under- 
stood that  nothing  could  pass  in  or  out  of  Fort  Royal  without 
being  seen ;  but,  my  Lord,  powerful  as  their  force  may  be, 
they  shall  not  with  impunity,  make  any  great  attacks.  Mine 
is  compact,  theirs  must  be  unwieldy ;  and  although  a  vcrj 
pretty  fiddle,  I  don't  believe  that  either  Gravina  or  Villeneuve 
know  how  to  play  upon  it     I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Buonte. 

'  Captain  James  Wilkes  Maurice's  account  of  Lis  gallant  defence  of  tlje  Diamond 
Rock  against  a  French  Squadron  of  one  Three-decker,  four  Seventy-fours,  three 
Frigates,  &c.,  under  llear-Admiral  Missiessy,  on  the  20th  of  February  ISO.'i,  will  be 
found  in  the  Memoir  of  that  Officer  in  Marshall's  Naval  Biogiaphy,  Supplement 
Part  i.  p.  430.  He  was  tried  by  a  Court-MartiiU,  aud  "  unanimously  and  most 
honourably  acquitted"  by  a  Sentence  expressed  in  very  eulogistic  terms.  It  was 
not,  however,  until  January  1809,  that  he  obtained  Post  rank ;  and  he  subsequently 
distinguished  himself  by  an  equally  gallant,  but  more  successful,  defence  of  the 
Island  of  Anholt. 

«  Vide  vol.  i.  pp.  27,  70;  ii.  pp.  71,  lai,  290. 
VOL.  VI.  O  G 
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TO  CAPTAIN  J.  \V.  MAURICE, 

[From  Marsliall's  **  Naral  Biography,"  Supplement,  part  L  p.  441.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  June  btL,  l'?*>i. 

Sir, 
I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  6tb  instant,  acqaaiDting 
me  with  the  surrender  of  the  Diamond  Rock  under  your 
command  on  the  2nd  of  this  months  to  a  Squadron  of  the 
Enemy's  Ships  and  Gun-Boats  therein  mentioned,  together 
with  the  terms  of  capitulation  which  accompanied  your  said 
letter.  In  answer  to  which,  while  I  regret  the  loss  of  the 
Diamond,  I  have  no  doubt  that  every  exertion  has  been 
used  by  yourself,  and  those  under  your  command  for  its 
defence ;  and  that  its  surrender  has  been  occasioned  from  the 
circumstances  you  represent  It  is  particularly  gratifying  that 
so  few  lives  were  lost  in  the  contest,  and  I  have  very  fuUy  to 
express  my  approbation  of  the  terms  of  capitulation,  as  well 
as  with  your  conduct  personally,  and  that  of  the  Officers  and 
Men  under  your  command,  which  I  have  to  request  you  will 
be  pleased  to  communicate  to  them.     I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  athd  Bronte. 

TO  SIAIOX  TAYLOR,  F^iQ.,  JAMAICA. 

[From  Clarke  aud  M'Anbur,  vol.  ii.p.41t2.  *»June  Otli.  a.m.  S-4.'i,  sent  a  Boat 
on  board  a  Schooner.  Saw  the  Island  of  Grenada  X.N.W.  p.m.  At  1215,  liow 
la  in  Cit'orgr's  Bay,  Grenada,  (a  breast  of  Fort  Royal.)  TLc  Garrison  aalnied  ni 
with  17  guns,  wliich  we  returned  with  the  same  number.    At  1  -30  filled.  '—/Irfwri'' 

'  lOtli  Jniie,  1S0.V 

My  dear  Sir, 
I  was  in  a  thousand  fears  for  Jamaica,  for  that  is  a  blow 
which  Buonaparte  would  be  happy  to  give  us.     I  flew  to  the 
West  Indies  without  any  orders,  but  I  think  the  Ministry 

cannot  be  displeased When  I  am  satisfied  that  they  are 

on  their  retuni,  aftflr  sending  some  of  the  Spanish  Ships  to 
the  Havanna,  I  shall  push  hard  to  get  off  the  Straits'  Mouth; 
and  kind  Providence,  may  some  happy  day,  bless  my  endea- 
vours to  serve  the  Public  weal,  of  which  the  West  India 
Colonies  form  so  prominent  and  interesting  a  part  I  ever 
have  been,  and  shall  die,  a  firm  friend  to  our  present  Colonial 
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system.  I  was  bred^  as  you  know,  in  the  good  old  school, 
and  taught  to  appreciate  the  value  of  our  West  India  posses- 
sions ;  and  neither  in  the  field,  nor  in  the  senate,  shall  their 
just  rights  be  infringed,  whilst  1  have  an  arm  to  fight  in  their 
defence,  or  a  tongue  to  launch  my  voice.  We  are  nearly,  my 
dear  Mr.  Taylor,  thirty  years'  acquaintance;  and  I  am,  as 
ever,  your  faithful  and  obliged  fiiend, 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  WILLIAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ.,  ADMIRALTY. 

[Aotograph,  in  the  Admiralty.  "June  Iltk.  a.m.  At  G,  saw  the  Island  of 
Dominica,  bearing  East.  Noon,  saw  the  Island  of  Guadaloupe,  bearing  E.  b.  S. 
Basseterre,  Onadalonpe,  bears  S.  21  E.,  eight  leagues,  p.m.  6*50,  North  end  of 
Hontseirat,  £.  ^  N.,  distant  6  miles."— Ftc/ory's  Log.'\ 

Victory,  under  Guadaloupe,  June  11th,  1805. 

Sir, 
Having  no  reason  to  doubt  the  information  from  St  Lucia, 
as  sent  by  General  Brereton,*  sent  to  you  in  my  letter  of  the 
4th  of  June,  the  Fleet  weighed  early  in  the  morning  of  the 
5th,  with  Lieutenant-General  Sir  William  Myers,  and  about 
2000  Troops.  On  the  6th,  at  noon,  we  were  off  Tobago, 
from  whence  I  learnt  that  an  American  Ship  had  arrived  there 
the  day  before,  who  said  that  he  had  been  boarded  by  one  of 
the  Ships  of  the  French  Fleet,  to  windward  of  St.  Vincent ; 
three  days  before ;  that  they  were  standing  to  the  Southward ; 
and  he  supposed  they  had  passed  the  Island  the  night  before. 
In  the  evenfng,  being  off  Sandy-Point,  a  Schooner  to  lee- 
ward made  the  signal  established  by  Admiral  Cochrane,  that 
the  Enemy's  Fleet  was  at  Trinidada.  On  the  7  th,  in  the 
afternoon,  we  anchored  in  the  Gulf  of  Paria,  it  being  calm. 
At  daylight,  on  the  8th,  as  we  were  coming  out  of  the  Gulf,  I 
received  information  from  Captain  Maurice  (late  of  the 
Diamond  Rock)  that  he  heard  the  Enemy  were  to  sail  on  the 
evening  of  June  4th,  for  an  attack  upon  Grenada  and  Domi- 
nica.    On  the  9th,  at  noon,  we  were  in  St.  George's  Bay, 

•  Brigadier-General  Robert  Brereton,  Commandant  of  St.  Lucia.  Lord  Nelson, 
in  another  letter,  calls  him  his  «  old  acquaintance,"  he  having  served  as  a  Miyor  at 
the  Sieges  of  Bastia  and  Calvi,  (vide  vol.  i.  pp.  399,  447 ;  ii.  p.  376.)  He  died  a 
Lieatenant'GeneraL 

GO  2 
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Grenada,  and  receiTed  accoonts  from  General  Maitland'  that 
all  vas  sa&  at  Grenada,  Sl  Vincent's^  and  Sl  Locia ;  and  that 
oo  the  -Itli,  the  Enem  v  had  not  mo  Yed  fixKn  Martinico,  proving 
all  oor  former  infimnation  to  be  fidae. 

At  1,  p.  x^  I  receiTed  a  letter  from  General  Prevost  by  the 
Jason,  Captain  Champain,'  of  which,  I  enclose  a  copy. 
Captain  Champain  also  being  with  General  Prevost,'  saw 
the  Enemj  s  Fleet  pass  Prince  Rupcrt^s  head  on  the  6th  of 
Jnne,  consisting  of  eighteen  Sail  of  the  Line,  six  Frigates^ 
and  three  Brigs  and  Schooners:  in  the  evening  tbey  were 
under  the  Saints,  standing  to  the  Northward.  Whether  the 
£oemj*s  object  is  to  attack  Antigua,  or  Sl  Kitf  s,  or  to  return 
to  Europe,  time  must  show.  I  shall  guide  my  movements 
according  to  the  best  of  my  judgment,  for  I  have  too  [often  ?] 
unfortunately,  been  deceived  by  false  intelligence.  Not  a 
moment  has  been  lost  in  following  them,  and  my  final  pro- 
cedure shall  be  stated  when  the  Vessel  sails  for  England.   I 

have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

Nelson  and  BaoiiTEi 


TO  WILUAM  AlABSDEX,  ESQ^  ADMIRALTY. 

\\nu>^rapb.  in  iLc  Admiraltj.  *♦  June  12.  a.m.  At  C,  saw  AiJtigu*,  betring 
S.K.  b.  E.,  seven  or  eigiit  leagues,  p.m.  At  7,  anchored,  (in  St.  John's,  Antigt*) 
Squadron  anchored  a»  conxenient.  Out  all  Boats,  employed  sending  the  AitiUery 
Men  and  baggage  on  board  the  Northumberland.  June  13.  a.m.  Fort  St  Jolm's 
saluted  us  with  17  guns,  which  we  returned  with  the  same  number.  At  \l'-^\ 
weighed  and  made  saiL] 

Victcry,  June  12th,  liiOo,  under  AoUgm. 

Sir, 
Yesterday  afternoon  the  Fleet  fetched  under  Monserrat, 
from  which  Island  I  only  got  vague  and  very  unsatisfactory 
intelligence.  On  June  the  8th  they  had  seen  sixteen  Sail 
beating  to  windward  under  Guadaloupe.  On  Sunday  an 
American  came  from  Guadeloupe  who  told  them  the  Fleet 

'  AncrwanULieuteuant-Generul  the  Honourable  Sir  Thomas  Maithind,  Governof 
of  Mahtt  and  Lord  High  Commissioner  in  the  Ionian  Islands,  Grand  Master  of  Um 
Order  of  St.  Michael  and  St.  George,  G.C.B. :  he  died  in  January  1824. 

■  Captain  William  Burgundy  Chaiapniu :  he  died  a  Post  Captain  in  August  181^. 

*  Afterwards  Lieuteuout-Gcuerol  Sir  George  Prevost,  Bart.,  and  Commanderis- 
Chief  in  North  America;  he  died  in  January  IBIO. 
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was  gone^  It  was  sapposed,  against  Antigua ;  but  they  did  not 
know,  nor  did  it  seem  a  matter  of  even  curiosity  to  the  good 
folks  of  Monserrat  to  inquire^  very  particularly.  If  I  hear 
nothing  of  the  Enemy  from  Antigua,  I  shall  stand  for  Prince 
Rupert's  Bay  and  form  my  judgment ;  but,  I  feel,  having 
saved  these  Colonies,  and  two  hundred  and  upwards  of  sugar- 
loaded  Ships,  that  I  must  be  satisfied  they  have  bent  their 
coarse  for  Europe  before  I  push  after  them,  which  will  be  to 
the  Straits'  Mouth,  when  I  shall  leave  the  Command  with 
Rear-Admiral  Sir  Richard  Bickcrton,  and  take  their  Lord- 
ships' permission  to  go  to  England,  to  try  and  repair  a  very 

shattered  constitution.     I  am.  Sir,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

The  French  Fleet  passed  to  leeward  of  Antigua  on  Saturday 
last,  standing  to  the  Northward.  All  their  Troops  and  Stores 
which  they  took  from  Guadaloupc  are  re-landed  there :  there- 
fore, I  am  pushing  for  the  Anchorage  at  St  Johns,  to  land 
the  Troops,  and  hope  to  sail  in  the  morning  after  them  for  the 

Straits'  Mouth. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  WILLIAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ.,  ADMIRAL  I Y. 
[Original,  iu  the  Admiralty.] 
Victory,  off  Antigua,  8  o'clock  p.m.,  12th  June,  1805. 

Memorandum 

Since  closing  my  dispatches,  I  have  received  intelligence  of 

importance,  which  I  have  directed  Captain  Bettcsworth*  to 

proceed  with  to  the  Admiralty,  and  communicate  the  same  to 

their  Lordships. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  ALEXANDER  DAVISON,  ESQ. 
[Autograpb,  in  the  possesion  of  Colonel  Davison.] 

Victory,  June  I2th,  1H05. 

My  dear  Davison, 
I  have  only  one  moment  to  say  I  am  going  towards  the 
Mediterranean  after  Gravina  and  Villeneuve,  and  hope  to 

*  Captain  Betteswoith  of  Le  Curienx. 


[1805. 

take  TOO  bj  the 
and  faeUere  me  ertr 

ASD  BlOSTL 

thn  two  hundred  Siil 


r:  SI  LLiXiSDEZ  JVOSf  bui,  bart«  malti. 

:.u<«  liih  jMf.  1^5.] 

coBedpioraS  is  meant  askiodoes 
li  me.  SBC  E  flLizuf  cet  &  ;r£Ei.   In  this  diTersitv  of  opinions 


i  n^  ai  -vsiL  iZn'w  aj  o«i^  much  isy  that  the  Spaniudsare 
cans  u  3tf  HffTXEsaJL  ani  that  the  Frmdi  will  either  sUnd 


sr  Caos  it  T^Qusk — I  iEi&  bqk  ll^'"»«^  to  the  latter  place 

rbej  viil  get  to  Egypt  withoi^ 


r:  THi  ij--:=r  5:>075abl£  earl  camdex. 

~Tiii  7art?  cat  M'l:r±c.  t?i.  =  fc  411/ 

■Aicci  l>i  Ja».  NW; 

Xt  Lori 
S;«»?Tsr  '.-Sircy  I  rarr  fee!  at  not  having  got  up  wiili 
£itf  F.nf  jit's  Fj«c.  t^c  I  sj>?cjd  chink  mrself  renr  remiss  if  I 
ikiifC  *,■  nim  T-*cr  LcrdscJp^  aaJ  to  reqnest  voa  to  inform 
i*2j  Xiiwrr,  :£  ib;  re-rr  sjaired  conduct  of  Lieutenant- 
\.Vciidk  Sir  '•^'^fc'r  Mtcss.  wbo  o3ered  to  embark  on  board 
::i«  Fiw:  ^  ji  i.'CO  Trxo5i»  ia  order  to  tiy  and  annihilate 

>cci  ire  FrtfUZT'f  Fj«c  asi  ArmT,  had  we  ibrtunatelv  found 

«  •  • 

:2i;ar  n  £1t  :c  jct  Lfta-^is     The  leal  of  the  Lieutenant- 

vVojnil  izsi  rbe  w^Sie  K>Jt  of  Troops,  was  such  as  couldnot 

Sf  ;.i:r!KO^i:  o£  h  2S  a  nsaner  of  sincere  regret  that  ^ehare 

:^:v  liv-:  w  li  uie  Eoe^zT.     Ba:  urieat  merit  is  not  less  due  to 

;^  l^ifcr^-nic'^iWzievxI.  ix*  the  expedition  with  which  the 

Tr.vcv  wvor  ccuNtM  £pMn  di Cerent  parts  of  Barbadoes^  and 

;«**  ns«  iMbcer^  ftsd  Men  fcr  the  cheeifiilneaB  with  which  tbey 

coz^Sttr^^csL     I  asL  &ic 

Xeuox  akd  Bbonte. 
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TO  HIS  ROYAL  HIGHNESS  THE  DUKE  OF  CLARENCE. 
[From  Clarke  and  M'Arthur,  vol.  ii.  p.  411.] 

I2Ui  Jaiw,  1805. 

Your  Royal  Highness  will  easily  conceive  the  misery  I  am 
feeling,  at  hitherto  having  missed  the  French  Fleet ;  and  en- 
tirely owing  to  false  information  sent  from  St  Lucia,  which 
arrived  at  Barbadoes  the  evening  of  June  3rd.  This  caused 
me  to  embark  Sir  William  Myers  and  2000  Troops,  and  to 
proceed  to  Tobago  and  Trinadad.  But  for  that  false  informa- 
tion, I  should  have  been  off  Port  Royal,  as  they  were  putting 
to  sea;  and  our  Battle,  most  probably,  would  have  been  fought 
on  the  spot  where  the  brave  Rodney  beat  De  Grasse.  I  am 
rather  inclined  to  believe  they  are  pushing  for  Europe  to  get 
out  of  our  way :  and  the  moment  my  mind  is  made  up,  I  shall 
stand  for  the  Straits'  Month.  But  I  must  not  move,  after 
having  saved  these  Colonics  and  200  and  upwards  of  sugar- 
laden  Ships,  until  I  feel  sure  they  are  gone.  We  saw,  about 
200  leagues  to  the  Westward  of  Madeira,  a  Vessel  which  I 
took  to  be  a  French  Corvette,  that  watched  us  two  days ;  but 
we  could  not  take  her.  She,  I  hear,  gave  Gravina  notice  of 
our  approach,  and  that  probably  hastened  his  movements; 
however,  I  feel  I  have  done  my  duty  to  the  very  utmost  of 
my  abilities.  The  Combined  Squadron  passed  to  the  leeward 
of  Antigua  on  Saturday  the  8th,  standing  to  the  Northward. 
My  heart  is  almost  broke,  and,  with  my  very  serious  com- 
plaints^ I  cannot  expect  long  to  go  on.     I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  the  right  honourable  lord  ROBERT  FITZGERALD^ 

MINISTER  AT  LISBON. 

[From  Copies  in  the  possession  of  the  Right  Honourable  Sir  George  Rose, 

G.C.Hm  and  Captain  Gambier.] 

Victory,  at  Sea,  June  15th,  1805. 

My  Lord, 

The  Combined  Squadrons  passed  to  leeward  of  Antigua  on 
the  8th,  standing  to  the  Northward,  and  when  I  left  St  John's 
Road,  in  that  Island,  on  the  13th,  nothing  had  been  heard  of 
them ;  therefore  I  believe  they  are  on  their  return  to  Europe. 

As  my  trip  to  the  West  Indies  must  have  greatly  interested 


456  LETTERa  [1805. 

your  Lordshipt  I  shall  briefly  nm  over  the  occurrences.   I 
arriTcd  at  Barbadocs  June  4th9  where  I  found  Licutcnant- 
General  Sir  Williani  Myers,  who  the  night  before  had  received 
information  from  Brigadier-General  Brcreton,  at  St  Luda, 
that  twenty-eight  Sail  of  the  Enemy's  Fleet  had  been  seen  to 
windward  of  St.  Lucia,  steering  to  the  Southward.     As  there 
was  no  reason  to  doubt  this  information,  the  General  offered 
to  embark  himself,  with  2000  Troops,  for  the  relief  of  either 
Tobago  or  Trinidada,  \vhich  were  supposed  to  be  the  intended 
objects  of  the  Enemy's  attack.     On   the  6th,  we  were  off 
Tobago ;  on  the  7th  at  Trinidada;  on  the  8th,  I  received  an 
account  tliat  the  Enemv  had  not  moved  on  the  4th  from  Port 
Royal,  but  were  expected  to  sail  that  night  for  the  attack  of 
Grcnaila.     On  the  9th,  I  was  at  Grenada,  when  I  received  a 
letter  from  General  Prevost  to  sav,  that   the  Enemy  had 
passed  Dominica  on  the  6th,  standing  to  the  Northward,  to 
the  lecwanl  of  Antigua,  and  took  that  day  a  Convoy  of  four- 
teen Sail  of  sugar-loaded  Ships,  which  unfortunately  left  St 
Johns  in  the  night,  for  England     On  the  11th,  I  was  at 
Montjserrat*  and,  at  simset  of  the  12th,  anchored  at  St  John& 
Antiinu.  to  land  the  Troops,  which  was  done,  on  the  morning 
of  the  13th,  and  at  noon  I  sailed  in  my  pursuit  of  the  Enemy; 
and  I  do  not  yet  des]xiir  of  getting  up  with  them  before  they 
arrive  at  Cadiz  or  Toulon,  to  which  Ports  I  think  they  are 
b^und«  or,  at  least,  in  time  to  prevent  them  from  having  a 
moment's  superiority.    I  have  no  reason  to  blame  Dame  For- 
tu:H\  If  either  General  Brereton  could  not  have  wrote,  or  his 
look-out  man  had  been  blind,  nothing  could  have  prevented 
mv  fi^shtin^  them  on  June  6th;  but  such  information,  and 
from  such  a  quarter,  cl<«e  to  the  Enemy,  coukl  not  be  doubted 
The  Friirate  is  directed  to  join  me  off  Cape  St  Vincent;,  and 
if  Sir  John  Ode,  my  Senior  Officer,  is  not  off  Cadiz,  I  shall 
anchor  in  Lagos  Bay,  and  try  to  get  both  water  and  refresh- 
ments.    If  he  has  resumed  his  former  station,  I  must  go 
2n<:vlo  the  Mediterranean,  as  I  know  he  is  exceedingly  dis- 
]\c,^;s^  if  anv  of  the  Mediterranean  Ships  are  a  moment  upon 
his  station,  and  I  have  too  great  a  respect  for  the  wishes  of 
mv  superiiirs  to  act  contrary  to  them.     I  am,  with  great 

rvsix^ct,  &c. 

Kelson  and  Bronte. 
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TO  CAPTAIN  MALCOL-M,  II.  M.  SHIP  DONEGAL. 
[Autograph,  in  the  possession  of  Rear- Admiral  Sir  Cbarlefi  Malcolm.] 

Victory,  June  IGth,  1803. 

My  dear  Sir, 

I  can  give  you  little,  for  I  got  nothing  except  some  trifles 

at  Barbadoes ;  but  accept  the  little  I  can  offer  you.     Grieved 

as  I  am  by  the  information  from  General  Brereton  at  St. 

Lucia,  which  deprived  us  of  a  Battle,  yet  we  must  not  despair 

of  overtaking  them.     Whenever  it  is  calm  enough  for  a  Boat 

to  reach  the  Victory,  I  shall  be  truly  glad  to  see  you,  being 

ever  your  most  faithful  servant. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  THE  RIGHT  HONOURABLE  SIR  EVAN  NEPEAN,  BART. 
[From  a  Copy  in  the  possession  of  Viscount  Melville,  K.T.] 

Victory,  June  IGth,  180-5. 

My  dear  Sir  Evan, 
So  far  from  being  infallible,  like  the  Pope,  I  believe  my 
opinions  to  be  very  fallible,  and  therefore  I  may  be  mistaken 
that  the  Enemy *s  Fleet  is  gone  to  Europe;  but  I  cannot  bring 
myself  to  think  otherwise,  notwithstanding  the  variety  of 
opinions  which  different  people  of  good  judgment  form ;  but  I 
have  called  every  circumstance  which  I  have  heard  of  their  pro- 
ceedings before  me — I  have  considered*  the  approaching  sea- 
son, the  sickly  state  of  their  Troops  and  Ships,  the  means  and 
time  for  defence  which  have  been  given  to  our  Islands,  and 

•  Clarke  and  M'Arthur,  vol.  ii.  p.  413,  give  the  following  as  port  of  one  of  Lord 
Nelfion's  **  nnre^^erved  conversations"  with  his  Captains,  about  the  10th  June, 
1H05: — "  I  am  thankftil  that  the  Enemy  has  been  driven  from  the  West  India 
Inlands  with  so  little  loss  to  our  Country.  I  had  made  up  my  mind  to  great  sacri- 
fices ;  for,  I  had  determined,  uotwitlistanding  his  vast  supcnority,  to  stop  his  career, 
and  to  put  it  out  of  his  power  to  do  any  further  mischief.  Ytt  do  not  imagine  I 
am  one  of  those  hot-brained  people  who  fight  at  immense  disadvantage,  without  an 
adequate  object.  My  object  is  partly  gained.  If  we  meet  them,  we  shall  find  them 
not  less  than  eighteen,  I  rather  think  twenty  Sail  of  the  Line,  and  therefore  do  not 
be  surprised  if  I  should  not  fall  on  them  immediately :  we  wont  part  without  a 
Battle.  I  think  they  will  be  glad  to  let  me  alone,  if  I  will  let  them  alone ;  which 
I  will  do,  either  till  we  approach  the  shores  of  Europe,  or  thry  give  me  an  advan- 
tage too  tempting  to  be  resisted." 


[1805. 

of  our  reinfbioements' 
Dot  able  to  make  m 
ancr  dxir  amTaL  thev  ooaU 
s&er  our  meins  of  resistuioe  in- 
cc  oSenot  vere  diminished;  and  it 
uie  FnrmT  viQ  doc  give  me  credit  for 
L^iei  for  iluf  »aoth  to  come.  As  this  is 
L  is^er  IE  ^oKcizic  i:c  irj  ccoc^ct,  I  msr  pexhaps  be  prolix, 
xnr  1  BS.  ■LXianf  i:  sod  tcL  in  toot  ofunicm ;  and  if  my 
rmimir:  s  'uksL  jic:  c*:c2s5fi«xk«i  br  Mr.  Pitt,  I  will  thank 
j^ia  11  sztrnr  tim  zzis  kiscT.  A  Fnea^e ootainlT  airived  from 
J^^I:l^■-   Xir   Tl?::  frr'H  ilii   sxKaent   all  was  humr:  on 

m  m 

J  ims  Isw  I  seiiirrE.  ziis:  Fzn:  crrred  with  an  accouDt  of  my 

• 

iKonr   m  inf  jussiir:- — N.5L  A  Corrette  watched  us  two 
-nei   ir».    if-arsf?  ;j  ie  Wescward  of  Madeira.    If 

«  m*  iiii^r:  o:  die  EzieniT's  attack*  a  Fleet  of  Men 

•  •  * 

;i:  "^ir  niuii  pti  --Lffrr.  zfz,  ie  ixcrace,  in  four  or  fire  days 
■i-.m  Xjmnir:  :  'Jzt-Ti'f.r*  vtt  *bcwid  thej  make  a  passage 
:rl  b:  insFi  ff:*-Ti  :r  sdneea  cajsy  bj  going  to  the  Xorth- 
inri  ~  If  r:t::ar:  -'•^  Tririiai  was  their  ^ject,  thej  had 
.II.-  ".  Trij^iiiT  Sc.  L  Jill.  !::»£  iber  ecu! J  fetch  them  with 
rfc^  :  Si  LiL:.*!.  Sc  TV-;-:.  i::ii  Grenada,  thev  had  a  fair 
w,i*L  iitmT.n  .:  r.asc  >:  :iz"r'rs355irv  to  co  to  the  North- 
TT-r-  li  iz^inix^,  —  J  --'  ^■'--■^*  Kaad>  arc  the  objects  of 
zzti'jr  ir:a*&,  c?  ?:»r>f  T*t-:olf  szpiviiit,  they  are  plajing  a  game 
vi.iri»  I  r^irr.  1*  Lijr:c:rr£becsf:>le  to  mjweak  understanding, 


'W'-jj  L:r:rr:"S?L:cL  .-:■£•£  ihcy  cir^eci  to  make  upon  Jamaica 
▼•.-ri  ^rv  .c  r*  •  •-'  i:»:r-  ti>i  :f  iri:  was  their  object,  why  not 
>i^;-'  iJ.'vr:  TT-Ci.  MiTLnSr,* :  S:-3c  ibi:;k  they  may  be  going 
T.  >i  ."  .c_r  TV  r.r::  S:o*,  asJ  wait  :o  be  joined  there  by  rein- 
-^.rrt  =»: T •>.  r^n  :i.£  scasrc  is  passcd:  nor,  if  fifteen  Sail  of 
-  .,  •  -»*  <  r:c:"r;r  y^-  t?  V?h:  them,  is  there  occasion  to  hide 
::•:  r^=Si>rf  i".ci  :cr  coxrraii.xis^  My  opinion  is  finnasa 
r.ci-  zzdz  >:iz.<  nux-  r-iVr*,  or  iMahility  to  perform  any  ser- 
T  ..-v  -  ri'r*'  ft.E?w  "::Jis  made  them  resoI-K-e  to  proceed  direct 
-.c  iT-r.re.  f^f-'i'.r^  :ie  Sjunish  Ships  to  the  Havannab. 
•I •-:.-.  ITT  JrTAr  Scr  Evaz*  ycnirs  laithftilly. 

Nelson  and  Broxte. 

I'r^re  woclsi  L&tc  been  no  occasion  ibr  opinions;,  had  not 
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General  Brereton  sent  his  damned  intelligence  from  St 
Lucia;  nor  would  I  have  received  it  to  have  acted  by  it,  but 
I  was  assured  that  his  information  was  very  correct  It  has 
almost  broke  my  heart,  but  I  must  not  despair. 


TO  THE  CAPTAINS  OF  ANY  OF  TITS  MAJESTY'S  SHIPS  CRriSING 
OFF  THE  WESTERN  ISLANDS,  OR  NOT  PROCEEDING  OX  MORE 
IMPORTANT  SERVICE. 

[From  Clarke  and  M*Artbiir,  vol.  ii.  p.  414.] 

17th  June,  1805. 

Sir, 
As  I  believe  the  Enemy's  Fleet  is  bound  to  Europe,  and  it 
being  very  uncertain  whether  they  will  go  to  Ferrol  or  Cadiz, 
I  beg  leave  most  strongly  to  recommend  your  proceeding  off 
Ferrol,  with  this  information,  to  the  Admiral  commanding  off 
that  Port,  in  order  that  he  may  be  upon  his  guard  against  a 
surprise  from  a  superior  force.     I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  MAJOR-GENERAL  VILLETTES,  3VIALTA. 
[From  Clarke  and  M'Artbnr,  vol.  ii.  p.  415.] 

18tli  June,  180r). 

My  dear  General, 
Unwell,  and  out  of  humour  as  I  am  by  my  disappointment, 
yet  I  will  not  let  a  letter  go  to  Malta  without  writing  you  a 
line ;  and  I  am  sure  you  will  regret,  with  me,  our  old  ac- 
quaintance Brereton's  wrong  information.  Ball  will  show  it 
to  you,  it  could  not  be  doubted,  and,  by  following  it,  I  lost  the 
opportunity  of  fighting  the  Enemy.     I  am,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


LETTEKS.  [1805. 

r:-  Hs  ExcFi  I  rvcY  sir  johx  actox,  bart. 

&  ?7B»«]ar  =x  u«  fuiLJiiii  of  sLe  Itight  Hon.  John  Wilson  Croker] 


.  Jia»  1Mb.  l<O&^?00  Indues  North  from  AndgoL 

Xt  6*3r  Sir  Joho, 
I  S2  s>  ^  back  oo  1ST  wmT  to  the  Mediterranean;  for 
aTuiiac^  I  basre  jxn  ret  met  the  Eaemj,  I  shall  never  allow 
^  £ec  m  scpefkr-ritT  in  the  Mediterranean,  so  as  to  annoy 
ibe  odfeH-  Dominions  «>f  Toor  good  King.  I  am 
szveS.  and  rexed.  Bat  for  wrong  infbrmatioD,  I 
<£n:iLji  bcrs  ixziht  the  Battk  on  June  6th.  I  send  your 
ExreLcDcy  an  extract  of  a  letter,  giving  an  account  of  my 
rrir;.  I  iee!  I  ka:Te  done  all  that  mortal  man  conld  do; 
f:re,  I  oosc  trr  and  be  content.  Mj  couxtryman^  Gra- 
ba$  hitherto  had  a  nanow  miss  of  meeting  me.  I  believe 
ie  s  an  becocrable  man ;  bat  they  say,  in  the  West  Indies, 
t2ac  he  bas  been  most  rudely  treated  by  the  French  at  Mu> 
What  a  rare  I  have  ran  after  these  (ellows ;  but  God 
and  I  may  be  repaid  for  all  my  moments  of  anxiety. 
God  buess  yoo.  my  dear  Sr  John ;  and  with  every  good  wish, 
be  jesvced  I  am  ever  yoor  most  &ithfol  friend. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 
I  i^Tc  wTcce  a  line  to  the  King,  to  say  I  am  on  my  return 
t>?  :be  Medirenanean. 


ro  WIILTAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ.,  ADMIRALTY. 

*  iTi^^Txrk.  in  Ae  pis^sewion  of  Mrs.  Lemke.] 

Vxrorr.  Jcse  l-^tb,  l«rO."> — 200  leagnes  from  Antignt. 

Mv  doir  Sir, 
Pny  send  the  inclosed.  I  am,  as  yoa  may  readily  believe, 
very.  Tcry  unhappy  at  not  having  got  at  the  Enemy :  they  were 
massed  by  General  Brereton  s  unlucky  information ;  but  I  shall 
Iv  clc^e  after  them  in  Eiuope,  and  when  I  have  housed  them 
I  :dxall  certainly  instantly  return  to  England  :  I  want  rest  I 
am  ever,  mv  dear  Sir,  vour  most  obliged  friend, 

Nei^son  and  Bronte. 

*  AJroirsl  uranua.  w«s  born  at  Naples  in  April  1747,  and  is  said  to  have  been  a 
njuaral  »<*a  of  Kin^  Cbaries  tbe  Third.  Nelson,  from  the  hononrs  and  faTonn  be 
had  K<«>iT«a  Arom  the  King  of  the  Tvo  Sieilies,  sometimes  called  his  Miyesty's 
anljecfs  hi»  commhjtmem. 
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TO  HIS  EXCELLENCY  HUGH  ELUOT,  ESQ. 
[Autograph,  in  the  Elliot  Papers.] 
Victory,  June  18th,  1805 — 200  leagues  North  from  Antigua. 

My  dear  Sir, 
I  am  so  far  on  my  way  to  the  Mediterranean,  and,  I  l)elieve, 
following  the  French  Fleet  You  will  lament  the  unfortunate 
intelligence  from  General  Brereton,  which  led  me  a  wrong 
road,  or  June  6th  would  have  been  a  fighting  day  for  me,  and, 
I  trust,  a  glorious  one  for  our  Country.  However,  I  must  not 
despair  of  getting  up  with  them  before  they  enter  the  Straits. 
At  least,  they  will  have  no  time  to  carry  any  of  their  future 
plans  into  execution,  and  do  harm  to  any  of  the  Countries 
under  my  charge.  I  send  you  a  brief  account  of  my  trip  to 
the  West  Indies,  and  General  Brcreton's  intelligence,  which 
was  not,  nor  could  be  doubted.  It  has  made  me  very  sorrow- 
ful ;  but  I  feel  that  mortal  man  could  not  do  more  to  serve  my 
Country,  and  the  common  Cause  more  faithfully.  Your  son  is 
very  well,  and  improves  every  day  in  his  profession  :  Captain 
Parker  likes  him  \%ry  much.  If  I  am  able,  I  will  write  a  line 
to  either  the  good  King  or  Queen ;  but  if  I  do  not,  I  beg 
you  will  present  my  humble  duty ;  and  believe  me  ever,  my 
dear  Sir,  your  most  obliged  and  faithful  servant. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  COAIMISSIONEK  OTWAY,  GIBIULTAU. 

[From  a  Press-copy  iu  the  possession  of  the  Right  lion.  John  Wilson  Croker.] 

Victor)',  June  18th,  1805. 

My  dear  Commissioner, 
I  am  sure  that  you  who  have  always  taken  a  lively  interest 
in  the  success  of  this  Fleet,  will  be  sorry  to  find  that  we  have 
not  yet  had  our  Battle,  and  much  more  so  to  find  that  it  has 
been  occasioned  by  wrong  information.  I  send  you  the  un- 
fortunate information,  and  an  extract  of  a  letter  giving  a  brief 
account  of  our  West  Indies  trip.  Cochrane  had  but  just  aiTived 
from  Jamaica,  where  Dacres'  had  kept  all  Lis  Ships,  except 

'  Rear,  afterwards  Vice- Admiral  James  Richard  Dacres,  Commander-in-Chief  at 
Jamaica.  He  is  mentioned  iu  vol.  ii.  pp.  304,  liQl} ;  and  a  Memoir  of  his  services 
may  be  found  in  the  Naval  ChronicUf  vol.  xxvi.    He  died  iu  Jouiuuy  IblO. 


[1805. 
£.  imcx  I  lurre  sroo^ii  with  me ;  Car  I  believe  the 


ijtEXLTi  izBs  i:  ztt  i'MSZiatu  Ficncfa  Sail  of  the  Line,  and 

um   ir  m  ScmiJsu    Tiitt  DiiMinnd  Boc^  was  taken  June 

±xtL  miL,  X  HIT  M£?rsaEc:«  had  not  most  imjHudentlj  sent 

ET  zzMsrz  ^nrx  ^ZBL  AsusQi  oQ  the  ni^t  of  the  Tth,  this 

'lisn  it»:L  sZ  :ii£  ryrfiief  that  the  Combined  Heets 

Zicr*  urr^  \j  UK^T  expedidoo.     We  are  as  healthy  as 

mil  I  im^  yjL  Qf  i'Jiitie  ao  at  Gibraltar.     You  will  be 

s  r:*:c  1^  i:  rjoiLZifz^csie  oar  hioarT  to  General  Fox  and 

^irnini"  i^rifrg-  aui  be  asczcd  I  am,  m j  dear  Commissioner, 

yivr  mas  iciacec  od  &rTr.fnl  serrant, 

Neuom  akd  Bbontb. 


MASSDEX,  EaQu,  ABMLRALTW 
^  YkUMTT.  June  19Ui,  1805. 

ivcii  T-rc*  a  report  of  a  Vessel  spake^  which,  with  the 

caffid.'ng  it,  can  leave  me  po  room  to  doubt 

ii=i  :r.L:  !  azl  hud  opMi  the  heeb  of  the  Enemy's  Fleet    In 

MjdLzJic^  Cs^cslz.  Faiker  reports  to  me  that  there  was  a  note 

iz  :]:>£  AzjeHcar/s  Ic^.  that  they  supposed  them  the  French 

Fif)M  frccn  Mardiiico.     The  Alaster  was  anxious  to  know  if 

tbe  Fr^fzcl  Lai  tsken  Antigua,  as  he  was  bound  there,  and 

Liii  iraied  :c-  :ha:  Island  many  years.     The  remark  of  seeing 

liis  F.ee:  in  the  k«  of  the  Vessel,  with  the  difference  of  the 

cccrse  lie  MiSer  and  Male  supposed  the  Fleet  to  be  steering, 

?s  ziy  mind  that  there  could  be  no  intended  deceit  in  the 

iiixKu  ''which  sometimes  happens;)  nor  did  the  Vessel 

see  our  Fleet  until  she  had  been  spoken  by  the  Amazon.    I 

think  we  cannot  be  more  than  eighty  leagues  from  them  at 

this  moment,  and  by  carrying  eveiy  sail,  and  using  my  utmost 

efforts,  I  shall  hope  to  close  with  them  before  they  get  to 

either  Cadii  or  Toulon — to  accomplish  which  most  desirable 

object,  nodiing  shall  be  wanting  on  the  part  o^  Sir,  your  most 

obedient  servant. 

Nelson  and  Bronte.* 

>  -  lihh  Jane.  Noon.  Decade  and  Martin  parted.** — Ftdory'j  JxHf, 
'  Tke  following  vas  enclosed  in  the  above  letter;  and  a  fuller  Report  is  in  p.  474, 
:^a  i  xiie  Vesael  SaUy,  of  North  Carolina,  boand  to  Antigoa,  boarded  on  tba 


i^-*-. 
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TO  CAPTAIN  KEATS,  II.  M.  SHIP  SUPERB. 

[Autograph.] 

Victor}-,  June  lOlli,  1605. 

My  dear  Keats, 

I  can  offer  you  but  little ;  for,  to  say  the  truth,  1  have  been 
unlucky  in  not  getting  anything  but  a  few  sheep  in  the  West 
Indies,  of  which  I  beg  that  you  will  accept  one.  I  should  be 
veiy  glad  to  see  you  when  the  w^eather  is  such  as  to  allow  your 
Gig  to  pass ;  but  wc  have  been  so  far  fortunate  as  not  to  get 
calms.  As  the  Telegraph  told  you  yesterday,  a  Fleet  of  Shij>s 
of  War  were  seen  on  Saturday  evening  last,  standing  to  the 
Northward.  It  was  noted  in  the  log  of  the  day  by  Jonathan, 
or  I  should  have  doubted ;  and  their  supposition  has  noted 
that  it  was  the  French  Fleet  from  Martinico.  He  wanted  to 
know  if  they  had  taken  Antigua,  as  he  was  bound  there.  I 
calculate  that  we  cannot  be  more  than  eighty  leagues  from 
them ;  and  I  think  they  will  keep  well  to  the  Southward  of 
the  Western  Islands,  to  avoid  being  seen  by  our  Cruizers.  I 
am  ever,  my  dear  Keats,  yours  most  faithfully. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

I  think  the  Superb  is  improved  in  her  sailing. 


TO  CAPTAIN  SAMUEL  SUTTON,  H.M.  SHIP  AMPHION. 
[Autograph,  in  the  possession  of  Captain  I?cs  Sutton.] 
My  dear  Sutton,  victory,  June  UOth,  ]805. 

If  we  have  little  wind  perhaps  you  will  come  on  board. 
Your  Gunner  will  be  removed  to  the  Donegal — he  is  spoken 
of  as  a  very  good  man — therefore,  he  must  have  his  stores 
ready  for  survey.  I  wish  you  had  wrote  a  line  in  telegraph 
figures  to  Admiral  Cochrane  to  say  our  information  about 
the  French  Fleet  Many  thanks  for  the  papers.  Ever,  my 
dear  Sutton,  yours  faithfully. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

17th  June,  1^05,  by  Captain  Parker,  II.  M.  S.  Amazon,  17  days  out,  gave  tbe  follow- 
ing intelligence : — '  At  7  p.m.,  on  Saturday  evening  la;st,  saw  about  22  Sail  of  large 
Ships  steering,  Master's  account,  N.N.E. ;  Mate's  account,  N.N.W.,  in  latitude,  on 
Saturday  noon,  27°  28',  longitude,  00<^5y'  W.— W.  Pabkkr.'  (A  Copy.)  Nelson 
AKO  Bbonte." — "  1 7th  June.  p.m.  At  3,  the  Amazon  examined  a  Schooner;  and  on 
joining  the  Fleet,  the  Captain  of  the  Ship  was  signalled  on  board  the  Victory." — 
Signal  Log. 


4n4  LETTERS.  [1805. 

FXIVATi:  DIARY. 

^roo.  .  JKU  lat  M-Jknk=r,  toL  u.  p.  115.] 

*2l8t  June,  1805. 

jfifrrfjii:.  oeadj  aim,  saw  three  |danksy  which  I  think 
zaaae  irinL  roe  Fneodi  FleeL     Venr  miseraUe,  which  is  ver}' 

Nklson  and  Bbontk. 


r>  -TI^lIAll  )IARSDE\%  ESQ..  ADMIRALTV. 
:  .rxiaal  ia  ti*  AiBinOtj.] 
^  Vktory,  at  Sei,  June  SGth,  ISOd. 

I  2iifr««ish  ansaiic  Toa  fiir  the  information  of  the  Lords 

m 

C  jdKzaksaooexs  oC*  the  Adminltj,  m  copy  of  an  order  issued 

cc  iTie  5ch  Hyganiy  to  the  Captains  of  His  Majesty's  Ships 

r.L""rd  in  ibe  maishi,'  diiectii^  them  fin*  the  reasons  therein 

EKabxied  to  Tictaal  the  Troc^  at  fiiU  allowance  of  pro- 

Tifc.x^  Li^stead  of  rv%3-thinls»  as  is  usually  the  custom.     The 

clcx-rfulriess  with  which  they  embarked,  and  the  fatigue  of 

c:  iTjlirig  all  nigLt  firom  the  di£ferent  out-posts,  deserved  my 

piTt:  Jtilar  nocice ;  and  therefore  considering  that  we  should 

s^x^a  l<  in  Action  with  the  Enemy,  and  that  the  Troops,  at 

aay  ri:e,  would  only  be  on  board  the  Fleet  a  few  days,  I 

thoa^t  it  advLsible  to  order  them  to  be  victualled  the  same 

ais  the  Seamen,  judging  that  a  distinction  (under  the  above 

circumstances,  when  unanimity  and  a  hearty  joint  cooperation 

went^  necessarv )  would  have  been  detrimental  to  the  Service. 

I  therefore  trust  their  Lordships  will  approve  of  ray  having 

done  so«  and  be  pleased  to  give  the  necessary  directions  to  the 

Victualling^Boaixi,  that  the  respective  Pursers  may  be  allowed 

credit  for  the  same  on  passing  their  Accounts.  I  am.  Sir,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

'  Victon-,  N^rtLaniberliiad,  Canopus,  Superb,  Si)encer,   Belleible,   Cooqiieror 
Tiifri',  LevUtLaa,  DonegHl,  Swiftsure,  Spartiate.     Vide  p.  JLIO,  ante. 


MT.  46.]  LETTERS  4G5 

TO  CAPTAIN  SUTTON,  H.M.  SHIP  AMPHION. 
[Antograpb,  in  the  posseshion  of  Captain  Ives  Sutton.] 

Victory,  June  30th,  IHO.*). 

Sir^ 
As  it  is  of  the  very  utmost  importance  that  I  should  know, 
as  speedily  as  possible,  if  the  Enemy's  Fleet  from  the  West 
Indies  have  entered  the  Mediterranean,  I  have,  therefore,  to 
desire  that  you  will  proceed,  (when  I  shall  make  the  signal  for 
that  purpose,)  without  one  moment's  loss  of  time,  to  Tangier 
Bay,  sending  a  Boat  on  shore  for  information  to  Mr.  Matra, 
the  British  Consul,  to  know  from  him  if  the  Enemy  have 
entered  the  Straits,  or  are  gone  into  Cadiz ;  and  such  other  in- 
formation as  may  be  important  for  me  to  be  acquainted  with. 
You  will  keep  my  near  approach  as  secret  as  you  can,  desiring 
the  OflScers  to  say  they  left  me  at  sea,  and  that  they  do  not 
know  which  way  I  was  going.  And  you  will  also  request  Mr. 
Matra  to  keep  my  near  approach  a  secret;  that  if  the  Enemy's 
Fleet  is  gone  up  the  Mediterranean,  no  Vessels  may  be  sent 
with  information.  You  will  delay  as  little  time  as  possible  at 
Tanker;  and  I  rely  on  your  zeal,  activity,  and  attention  to 
this  very  important  service;  and  that  I  shall  find  the  Amphion 
from  seven  to  sixteen  leagues  West  from  Cape  Spartel.  Should 
you  hear  that  I  am  gone  to  any  other  place  afler  the  Enemy, 
you  will  follow  me,  as  I  have  not  a  single  Frigate  with  me.  I 
am.  Sir,  with  the  highest  esteem,  your  most  obliged  and  faith- 
ful servant, 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

It  will  be  desirable  for  every  Frigate  and  Vessel  you  may 
meet  between  St.  Vincent's  and  Cape  Spartel,  to  join  me  on 
the  afore-mentioned  Rendezvous,  unless  they  are  upon  very 
important  service.  N.  and  B. 

to  WILLIAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ.,  ADMIRALTY. 

[Original,  in  the  Admiralty.] 

Victorv,  at  Sea,  30tli  June,  1805. 

Sir, 
I  herewith  transmit  you,  for  the  information  of  the  Lords 
Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  a  Report  of  Survey  held 

VOL.  VT.  H  H 
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:3m  bsT  UL  LaaOBKsi  TkoBfls  Wbi^'  ot  his  Majesty's  Slip 
AjuLaiiL.  aai  boe  to  aeqasm  too,  ibr  their  infixmadon,  that 

y  Horn,'  Middupman  of  the  Vic- 

:  cf  the  add  Sh^  in  Mr.  Whig's 

is  TOO  a  oopj  of  his  acting  order, 

nua.  j*3iL  wZL  be  zieastd  to  laj  befixe  dieir  Lordships  ibr 

Mr.  H-Jcs  2S  an  Admirdtr  recominendatioo, 
j£e  Cjpazi  RionV^  and  was,  while  with  him, 
diSah,  on  board  the  Amaion,  in  the 
SO  Ccixhage:^.     In  additinti  to  these  rircomstances, 
iif  3^  1  T*sj  praous:^  izid  duelling  joang  man.    lam^fta 

XeLBQST  AXD  BnoHTB. 


TO  /.  )L  lunj.  ISQ«  H.M.  COXSCL  AT  TANGIER& 
&  ?rm9"»imf  n  'Jbf  ii9SK4»is>m  i^  ;^  KScte  H«b.  Jcte  WOmb  Cralv.1 

Viv-MCT.  Jane  SOili,  l»<tt. 


I  ^Tv  <e9£  :be  ATiphion,  Captain  Sutton,  to  Tangier-BaT» 
I:^  vicir  :^  receEre  foch  inteflSgence  of  the  Enemy's  Fleet  as 
vcc  ziAT  Vf  i^ue  :o  giTe  hiai.  It  is  a  rerr interesting  moment 
ic  -=*:  : .  ir*: »  if  ihe  Eoessj  hare  enter^  the  Meditemmean, 
cr  ar?  £'x:ke  :o  Cadix :  therelbffe,  I  diall  thank  joa  to  tell 
i2  Sctivxi  aZ  joa  know  relatire  to  the  Enemy's  Fleet, 
ccber  infixmarkn  as  too  may  be  so  good  as  to  gire 
I  Lave  farther  to  reqaest  that  my  near  approach  mar 
^  kepc  a$  ^rea:  a  secret  as  is  possible.  Should  the  Enemy's 
FV<c  rx:c  haxe  i«fessed  the  Soaits,  it  is  Terr  possible  that  I  may 
anchor  d:ie  FVet  in  Tangier  Bay,  and  therefore  shoold  be  glad 
lo  knov  It  I  can  pnxnre  bullocks^  onions,  lemons,  and  oranges' 
&r  c>e  SIii|«*  C>xnpa:iies.  Ibr  which  will  be  paid  dollan. 
l*m?c  all  ihese  pixnts  your  kind  infonnadon  will  most  truly 
ooili^e.  Sir.  your  most  obedient  Senrant, 

Nelsos  and  Bronte. 
Tbe  Conibinevi  Reel  pa;ssed  to  the  Northward  of  Antigua 
on  %Iaae  Si. 

-  1^-LW^kz.i  7i:ai*s  Wilx:  L*  i:<«l  a  Liec:«eAQi  in  lsj7. 

'  Vr.  Fiillif  r:  via?  h.-^  11:;^:  Li^  CoiBmx<»;on.  as  Lieat«BAiiU  vas  iaxtd  7th 
Oct.*^r  I'^v. :  ABii  feATuv  W«hi  Fin*  li^omui  of  lb*  Sopcrb  at  Algieri,  in  IdlC. 
« Wm  ht  w  M^nrrrir  waaaML  be  vat  fUManJ  to  W  a  Cii— <fr  ui  ScpimWf 
U  tU:  Tw.  is  whkL  nak  he  4M  in  I^-^5  «  l^-iC*. 
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TO  CAPTAIN  PARKER.  H.  M.  SHIP  AMAZON. 
[From  a  Press  Copy  in  the  possetaion  of  the  Right  Hon.  John  Wilson  Croker.] 

Victory,  June  30th,  ISO.'i. 

Sir, 
As  infonnation  is  at  this  moment  of  the  very  utmost  im- 
portance respecting  the  Enemy's  Fleet,  I  have  therefore  to 
desire  that  you  will  make  the  best  of  your  way,  when  I  shall 
make  the  signal  for  the  Amazon  to  proceed  upon  this  service, 
by  Cape  St  Vincent,  Cape  St  Mary's  and  off  Cadiz,  that  I 
may  be  informed,  as  expeditiously  as  possible,  if  the  Enemy's 
fleet  fix>m  the  West  Indies  have  entered  the  Fort  of  Cadiz,  or 
gone  into  the  Mediterranean ;  and  you  will  join  me  directly 
off  Cape  Spartel,  from  seven  to  twelve  leagues  West  from  it, 
where  I  shall  expect  your  arrival  with  the  greatest  anxiety. 
If,  before  you  get  so  far  as  Cadiz,  that  you  can  get  infonnation, 
which  may  be  depended  upon,  you  will  go  to  the  above- 
mentioned  Rendezvous,  and  wait  my  arrival ;  and  should  you 
hear  of  either  my  having  followed  the  Enemy  into  the  Medi- 
terranean, or  gone  to  any  other  place  in  pursuit  of  them,  you 
will  endeavour  to  join  me  with  all  expedition.  I  know  with 
what  confidence  I  may  rely  upon  your  activity,  zeal,  and  at- 
tention to  this  service,  so  highly  important  to  our  Country,  and 
be  assured,  I  am,  with  the  highest  regard,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

Nelson  and  Bront£. 

Should  you  meet  Frigates  or  Sloops,  not  employed  upon 
very  important  service,  it  is  of  the  greatest  consequence  that 
they  should  join  me  on  the  above  Rendezvous. 

N.  AND  B. 


TO  REAR-ADMIRAL  LOUIS. 

[Autograph,  in  the  possession  of  the  Reverend  Dr.  Raffles.  "  July  Ist.  Noon. 
Light  hreezes  and  clear.  St.  Mary's  (Azores)  S.  89  E.,  distance  ITft  leagues.'  — 
Victory's  Log,] 

Victory,  July  1st,  IftOO. 

My  dear  Admiral, 
I  think  you  may  with  great  safety  venture  to  dine  on  board 
the  Victory  to-day,  for  I  too  much  fear  that  we  shall  not 

H  h2 
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have  a  wind  to  move  us  fester  than  Boats  can  pass.  I  can  tell 
you  no  news,  but  Amazon*  may  bring  us  some.  Ever,  my 
dear  Louis,  yours  most  fEuthfuIly, 

Nelson  and  Bbonte. 


TO  CAPTAIX  HARGOOD,  H.M.  SHIP  BELLEISLE. 

[From  the  **  Memoir  of  die  Life  and  Services  of  Adminl  Sir  Willitm  Hirgood, 
r..C\B.,  G.C.H."  p.  112.] 

Victorr,  July  1st,  li^. 

My  dear  Hai^good, 
As  the  day  is  very  fine,  I  was  in  hopes  that  you  would 
have  come  on  board,  and  dined.  From  winds,  and  the  ex- 
pectation of  windy  I  have  been  afraid  to  ask  my  friends  to 
dinner ;  but  I  need  not,  I  hope,  assure  you,  how  glad  I  am 
always  to  see  you,  being,  my  dear  Haigood,  yours  most 
faithfiillv, 

m 

Nelson  and  Beonte. 


PRIVATE  DIARY. 


[From  Clarice  tnd  M'Arthnr,  toI.  ii.  p.  IIX    "8th  Julj.  a.ii.  At  ll-30»  uvthe 
M<ljJ  tff  St.  MioLaers  E.S.E.  per  compass, distance  l"! ^letgnes:*^ Victory' s Loq] 

8th  JulT,  1905. 

We  crawled  thirty-three  miles  the  last  twen^-four  hours ; 
mv  only  hope  is  that  the  Enemy's  Fleet  are  near  us,  and  in 
the  same  situation.  All  night  light  breezes,  standing  to  the 
EastwanI,  to  go  to  the  Northward  of  St.  Michael's.  At  times 
Siiually  with  rain.  On  examining  the  Spanish  log  and  chart 
we  had  taken  in  a  Bark  fit)in  La  Guira,'  I  find  that  the  Com- 
bined S4{uadroiis  went  in  sight  of  Cape  Blanco^  and  passed 
close  to  the  Salvages. 

*  At  ^  A.M.  OQ  tie  Ut  of  Jnlr,  the  Amazon  made  the  signal  for  a  strange  sail. 
<.S.W..  fihicli  she  proceeded  to  examine,  hut  nothing  more  occurs  in  the  Victon'^ 
I^-iT.  or  Sijrnal  Log.  on  the  snhject. 

»  hine  *,**»ih.  **  P.M.  At  •V4.'>,  ohserred  the  Amazon  to  hoist  French  colonn. 
:  Viuiii^n  Srod  a  gun.  '21)tJi  June,  a.m.  fi-40,  ohsenred  the  Amazon  with  her 
ch»>c  in  low.-— 5#y»«^  Lof-  **  Dajlight,  observed  the  Amazon  having  a  Seuee  in 
low.  which  proved  to  be  Spaniard  iSrom  La  Gnira.    Noon,  St.  Marr's  (Azores)  N 
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TO  CAPTAIN  KEATS,  H.M.  SHIP  SUPERB. 
[Aatograpb,  iu  the  possession  of  the  BeTereud  Bichard  Keats.] 

Victory,  July  10th,  1S05. 

My  dear  Keats^ 
I  send  you  the  last  Papers ;  they  seem  rather  worse  for 
wear.  I  hope  our  present  wind  will  last  us  to  Cape  Spartel. 
When  the  weather  is  fine,  and  you  feel  so  inclined,  I  trust  I 
need  not  repeat  how  happy  I  am  at  all  timc9  to  see  you,  feel- 
ing myself  your  much  obliged. 

Nelson  and  Bbonte. 


TO  commissioner  OTWAY,  GIBRALTAR. 
[Autograph,  in  the  possession  of  Bear- Admiral  luglefield,  C.B.] 

Victory,  July  10th,  IbOj. 

My  dear  Commissioner, 
B^  so  good  as  to  order  a  fore-yard  to  be  prepared  for  the 
Canopus ;  hers  is  rotten.  Whether  the  Fleet  will  anchor  at 
Gibraltar,  or  pass  up  the  Mediterranean,  must  depend  upon 
what  the  Enemy  may  have  done,  and  when  they  passed 
Gibraltar;  for  if  there  is  a  hope  of  getting  up  with  them 
before  they  get  to  Toulon,  I  shall  not  anchor.  I  have  ordered 
no  letters  to  be  received  for  Gibraltar,  as  I  do  not  wish  it  to  be 
known,  at  the  Rock,  my  intention  of  anchoring.  You  will  be 
so  good  as  to  mention  my  intentions  and  wishes  for  secrecy, 
to  General  Fox.  If  I  pass  up  the  Mediterranean,  I  shall 
write  you  a  line  relative  to  stores,  &c.  &c.  I  am  always,  my 
dear  Commissioner,  your  much  obliged,  humble  servant, 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  REAR-ADMIRAL  KNIGHT,  GIBRALTAR. 

[From  a  Press-copy  in  the  possession  of  the  Bight  Hon.  John  Wilson  Croker.] 

Victory,July  10th,  1800. 

My  dear  Admiral, 
I  wish  the  probability  of  the  Fleet's  anchoring  nt  Gibraltai 
to  be  kept  as  secret  as  possible,  for  everything  which  is  known 
on  the  Rock  gets  into  Spain.     If  the  Enemy's  Fleet  has 
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imks  h  hsB  been  sodi  a  length 
of  nT  getdng  up  with  them 
I  fbsD  DOC  andior  at  Gibnltar, 
s  GQDTKTved  after  the  Fleet ;  bat  on 
1201  sdihsd  I  saZl  wrze,  if  I  do  not  ftofn    Be  ao  good  as  to 

toGeoerdFos.    Iharewioteto 

lapvepafe  a  fofe^fod  far  Caoopii%  as  hers 

J  dear  AdariraJj  joar  moat  fiuthfiily 


ID  WLLLLkH  MABSDES,  ESQ«  ADXIRALTT. 

rxurr.  ai  Se«,  lOik  Jnlj,  lb(A. 

Yon  wzL  be  pleased  to  acquaint  the  Lords  Commissicmeis 
of  tbe  AdmizaltTthat  Mr.  James  Maiguette,  (a  man  of  colour,) 
wiho  ba«  far  these  man j  jean  piloted  his  Migestj's  Ships,  in 
ScuftdrDos  aad  ocherwise,  from  Baibadoes  to  the  difikrent 
Leevmrd  Inlands  came  an  board  the  Victoiy  off  that  Island, 
on  tbe  4th  niL,  for  the  purpose  of  piloting  the  Fleet  under 
mj  command  to  any  of  the  Leeward  Islands  in  pursuit  of  tbe 
Enemv :  and  that  on  the  13th  June,  when  the  Fleet  sailed 
from  Antigua,  I  judged  it  proper  to  uke  him  with  me,  that  I 
might  ^in  case  of  certain  information  after  we  left  that  {dace, 
that  the  Enemy  had  gone  to  Porto  Rico  or  Jamaica,)  have  a 
perscm  with  me  who  was  perfectly  acquainted  with  the  pQot- 
age  of  those  places ;  and  as  Mr.  Maigoette  is  a  very  clever, 
able  man,  and  had  been  at  the  former  place  with  Sir  Heniy 
Uarrey/  and  several  other  Admirals;  he  is,  therefore,  now 
on  board  the  Fleet;  and  it  is  my  intention  to  send  hifti  to 
England  by  the  first  opportunity,  in  order  that  their  Lord- 
ships may  direct  him  a  passage  to  Barbadoes  by  the  first  l^p 
of  War  going  there. 

I  shall  fiunish  Mr.  Marguette  with  a  letter^  when  he 
quits  the  Victory,  that  due  attention  may  be  paid  to  this 


*  Adonral  Sir  Henry  UtrreT,  ILB^  who  died  in  December  18)0. 
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valuable  man,  who  very  cheerfully  oiTered  his  services  to 
pilot  the  Fleet  I,  therefore,  beg  leave  to  recommend  him 
to  their  Lordshipe'  notice^  and  trust  they  will  be  [leased  to 
approve  of  my  having  taken  him  with  me,  for  the  reasons 
before  mentioned.    I  am.  Sir,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  CAPTAIN  PARKER,  H.M.  SHIP  AMAZON. 
[From  A  Press-eopy  in  the  posBestioo  of  the  Right  Hon.  John  Wilson  Croker.] 

July  10th,  1805. 

Sir, 
If  you  find^  off  Cape  Spartel  any  Vessel  which  can  convey 
your  intelligence  to  me,  on  my  arrival  off  that  Cape,  you  will 
proceed  to  Gibraltar,  and  complete  your  water,  provisions, 
and  stores  with  all  possible  expedition,  and  join  me,  unless  I 
send  you  further  orders.     I  am.  Sir,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bbonte. 


PRIVATE  DIARY. 
[From  Clarke  and  M*Arthur,  vol.  11.  p.  415.J 

Wednesday,  17th  July,  1B05. 

Our  whole  run  from  Barbuda,  day  by  day,  was  M59  miles : 
our  run  from  Cape  St.  Vincent  to  Barbadoes  was  3227  miles, 
so  that  our  run  back  was  only  232  miles  more  than  our  run 
out — allowance  being  made  for  the  difference  of  the  latitudes 
and  longitudes  of  Bstfbadoes  and  Barbuda ;  average,  per  day, 
thirty-four  leagues,  wanting  nine  miles* 

18th  JiJy,  1805. 

Cape  Spartel  in  sight,"  but  no  French  Fleet,  nor  any  in- 
formation about  them :  how  sorrowful  this  makes  me,  but  I 
cannot  help  myself  I 

*  Thongh  this  Note  was  dated  on  the  10th  of  July,  the  Amazon  did  not  leave  the 
Squadron  until  the  forenoon  of  the  13th  of  that  month,  when  Cape  St.  ^^cent  bore 
8.89^  E.,  distance  about  183  leagues.— i9tjr/ta/  Log. 

•  "  18th  July.  Noon.  Cape  Spartel  8.  Tft®  E.,  distance  12  leagues.**— ric/o;y*f 
Los."] 
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TO  VICE-ADMIRAL  COLUNGWOOD.* 

[Autograph,  in  the  possesuon  of  the  Honourable  Mrs.  Newnham  CoQiDgwood. 
<*  18th  July.    Noon.     Several  Men  of  War  in  sigfaC— ^t^na/  Zo^.] 

Victory,  July  18th,  l^\ 

My  dear  ColHngwood, 

I  am^  as  you  may  suppose,  miserable  at  not  having  fisdlen 

in  with  the  Enemy's  Fleet;  and  I  am  almost  increased  ioL 

sorrow,  in  not  finding  them.     The  name  of  General  Breretom 

will  not  soon  be  forgot     But  for  his  false  information,  the 

*  On  the  IStli  of  May,  1805,  Vice- Admiral  Collingwood  was  appointed  to  oommaud 
a  Squadron  on  Foreign  Service :  he  arrived  off  Cape  Finisterre,  on  the  27th  of  that 
month,  and  fell  in  with  Sir  Richard  Bickerton,  which  induced  him  to  take  his 
station  off  Cadiz. 

On  tlie  18th  of  July,  Vice  Admiral  Collingwood  wrote  the  foHowing  letter  to  Lord 
l«el8on : 

'*  Dreadnought,  July  18th,  1805,  off  Cadii. 
"  My  dear  Lord, 

"  I  congratulate  your  Lordship  on  your  return  from  the  long  chase  you  have  had  to 
theWest  Indies,  and  wished  sincerely  I  could  have  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you,  and 
of  telUng  you  how  truly  dear  you  are  to  my  friendship.  We  approached  yon  with 
caution,  not  knowing  whether  we  wore  to  expect  your  Lordship,  or  the  FrenchmeQ 
first. 

"  I  hod  been  for  some  time  under  orders  for  Foreign  Service  before  the  Toulon 
Ships  sailed,  and  my  Ships  were  increased  or  diminished  as  the  apparent  sendee 
seemed  to  require.  The  sailing  of  the  Toulon  Ships  determined  my  route.  Bat  I  hsTC 
always  had  an  idea  that  Ireland  alone  was  the  object  they  have  in  ^iew,  and  still  beUe>'e 
that  to  be  their  ultimate  destination^that  they  will  now  liberate  the  Ferrol  Squadron 
from  C alder,  raake,the  round  of  the  Bay,  and,  taking  the  Rochefort  people  with  then, 
appear  off  Usliaut — perhaps,  with  thirty-four  Sail,  there  to  be  joined  by  twenty  more. 
Admiral  Comwallis  collecting  his  out  Squadrons  may  have  thirty  and  upwards.  Tliis 
appears  to  be  a  probable  plan ;  for  unless  it  is  to  bring  their  great  Fleets  and  Armies 
to  some  point  of  service — some  rash  attempt  at  conquest — they  have^been'only  sub- 
jecting them  to  chance  of  loss,  which  I  do  not  believe  the  Corsican  would  do,  with- 
out the  hope  of  au  adequate  reward.  This  summer  is  big  with  events.  We  miy 
all,  perhaps,  have  an  active  share  in  them,  and  sincerely  I  wish  your  Lordship 
strength  of  body  to  go  through — and  to  all  others,  your  strength  of  mind. 

*'  I  have  a  letter  from  Calder  to-day  by  the  Pickle.  He  complains  of  his  health: 
the  constant  anxiety  of  his  situation  is  wearing  him  down.  He  tells  me,  that  Cotton, 
dissatiRfied  with  something,  is  likely  to  leave  the  Fleet ;  and  instead  of  the  old  ones, 
Sterling  has  a  Squadron  off  Rochfort,  and  Nugent  is  First  Captain  to  Admiral  Com- 
wallis. I  hope  ray  worthy  friend  Admiral  Murray  is  well,  and  beg  my  kind  regsids 
to  Lira,  and  Admiral  Louis.  When  I  found  you  bad  only  ten  Ships,  I  sentPickmon 
and  tlie  Illustrious— our  best  sailers,  to  join  at  Barbadoes;  but  as  they  were  for  the 
purpose  of  joining  your  Lordship  only,  and  to  follow  wherever  you  were,  1  conclude 
they  arc  on  their  way  home  again.  This  day  the  Tickle  brought  me  your  Lordship's 
letter  of  March,  for  which  I  am  much  obliged.    All  my  family  nn  well,  and  only 
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Battle  would  have  been  fought  where  Rodney  fought  hb,  on 
June  6th.  I  must  now  only  hope  that  the  Enemy  have 
not  tricked  me,  and  gone  to  Jamaica ;  but  if  the  account,  of 
which  I  send  you  a  copy,  is  correct,  it  is  more  than  probable 
they  are  either  gone  to  the  Northward,  or,  if  bound  to  the 
Mediterranean,  not  yet  arrived.  The  Spaniards,  or  the  greatest 
part  of  them,  I  take  for  granted,  are  gone  to  the  Havanuab, 
and  I  suppose,  have  taken  fourteen  Sail  of  Antigua  sugar 
loaded  Ships  with  them.  The  moment  the  Fleet  is  watered, 
and  got  some  refreshments,  of  which  we  are  in  great  want,  I 
shall  come  out,  and  make  you  a  visit ;  not,  my  dear  friend, 
to  take  your  Command  fi*om  you,  (for  I  may  probably  add 
mine  to  you,)  but  to  consult  how  we  can  best  serve  our  Coun- 
try, by  detaching  a  part  of  this  large  force.  God  bless  you, 
my  dear  friend,  and  believe  me  ever  most  affectionately  yours. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

Admiral  Murray  desires  to  be  kindly  remembered. 


TO  WILLUM  MARSDEX,  ESQ.,  ADMIRALTY. 

[Autograph,  in  the  Admiralty.  **  19tli  July.  a.m.  At  7  30,  anchored  in  Rosia 
Bay,  Gibraltar.  Stiuadron  anchored  as  convenient.  Fonnd  riding  here  II.  M.  Ships 
Decade  and  Amazon,  and  Rear- Admiral  Knight's  Flag  on  board  the  Gueirier  Sheer- 
hoik  in  the  Mole."— Firtory'«  Log."] 

Victory,  July  20lh,  1805,  Gibraltar. 

Sir, 
By  a  Brig  which  sails  for  England  this  day,  I  have  to 
acquaint  you  that  I  anchored  in  this  Bay  yesterday  morning, 
without  having  obtained  the  smallest  intelligence  of  the 
Enemy's  Fleet,  except  what  is  contained  in  the  enclosed 
paper.    The  Squadron  is  in  the  most  perfect  health,  except 

• 

lamenting  this  long  War  shonld  keep  me  for  ever  from  home.  God  bless  yon,  my 
dear  Lord,  with  health  and  every  happiness.  I  am  ever,  with  a  most  affectionate 
regard,  your  Lordship's  faithftil  and  most  humble  servant  and  friend, 

"CUTHBXBT  COLLIKOWOOD. 

"  I  am  exceedingly  pleased  with  Captain  Mundy  of  the  Hydra.  His  vigilance 
and  activity  are  exemplary ;  he  is  a  clever  young  man.  I  must  send  him  in  for 
water,  &c. ;  but  I  want  two  or  three  Frigates  ver}-  much." — Autograph,  in  tlie  Nelson 
Tapers.  A  very  imperfect  copy  of  this  letter  occurs  in  the  "  Correspondence  and 
Memoir  of  Lord  Collingwood,"  (Vol.  i.  p.  100,)  where  it  is  erroneously  said  to  have 
been  dated  on  the  21st  of  October. 


[1805. 

^-vinaliHfK  to  cnfioie  bj  bul- 
inBL  TcttiBL  lo  yfUdk  I  siiall  proceed 

TmBL  lo  filer  BonthE^ 

iirOnKM  Sotioe^  I  sfadl  get 

_a  wiWk  ii  III  fane  to  watch 

vjicB  A  ^ae  oQBHieisDaD.  OD  idd- 

f  aoBi^iBd&OBe  vUcliRetf^ 

during 
s  '»  ]DQK  tiiyii,  cr  nitiDg  until 

Fagfand,  fig  the  &- 

flf  LdBCKif-Bttde  Shipsy  an- 

gooe  fivffHDeof  the 

I  ttBL  jnIb  lae  dqauniQ  off  Fenoiy 

Whcnlknow 
of  as  Eacnnr  i  Tim^  I  ^ali  odxace  their 
tc  JKJCL  IS  Eoebod  fiv  a  short  time^ 
of  ST  heiU.    Ibe  PreroyHite, 
iL  k-Bw  dri5^  rj  viiidi  Shq>  I  shall  write 
of  117  imrariff  TraoBedxe :  and  I  beg,  throa^  joo, 

my  judg- 


sisn:  2DCT  hf.  :32ic  I  sr  slxitx  iz*  mci  m&I  think  their  Lord- 
anK  v-nniL  w:2S  iDe-wv^IiKarcskcnzhtDreeehetheiroiders. 
I  BL.  Sr-  te. 

XsLsaor  AJED  Baoarr&' 


fSicaxiMic  31  :iif  sM*!*  ieatr: — ^-  uatwftntt  iv* 

^'1^  i^js  ::r  '.msTx-a.  Sziinaiie^  SitL7.  Iiiiiipij  Wabt. If aRcr. froB  Xcv Bon 

>qnt  :«-«ui».-   >niiK  ir  Asapm.  jaiK  va&laBftcr:  WaritBi  at  6  p jl,  Jane 

at  >it.  1**^.  1^  lot  X^tfsicy  »  Sicg  titw      ExsnR  frsB  sbr  SaDj's  Lof-book: 


£         i.  F        .'ncse.      WniK       Smski :  Soi^,  16ck  Jue,  180». 


^  1  I.       I.  i  S.     Ssv  ivRST-two  Sal  of  largip  SUys  to 

d»  EaRvsi.  MiBiiBS  to  the  Nortb- 
I  wb:  Mnymt^dMa  to  be  the  Freach 
I  Fkn  frsB  VMiutifae,  foiag 


X  ZHf  J  Sf?  -  RiCBABP  SxTMori,  Lt. 

UH  SeiiMiaBr  vw  ^  Lcrv^  27=  *>'  N..  LoBgimik  60»  59^  W^  ind 

'•vi  cai.7  li  naif*  2cS^.  u  litf  soM  ^1*  ssran^  Ilcvt  Tit  seen:  from  that  tune 

i-urT  UH  xjtm^sa.  WiK^fc  uir  ^r^^fVEr  flir  mmkt  fink  var,  baving  the  wind  Teiy 

i^pu:  ±-m  ^^  ^JE .     C*x  ail  11^  ibe  3fait«r  aai  Mate  vbr  ifaej  sopposed  the  Fleet 

fwa  >7  UKK  vist  Frtacb  T  t^  Masacr  rriilM  ifaat  an  Anericaa  Brig  from  Haiti* 

«f«fa  km  fl^|bi  iBTf  KtiutK  aai  infoi»e4  him  that  a  Squadron  had  arriTcd 

Knaofv  frvm  Fiawr :  he  shodbR  ■■fyoatd  the  Fleet  teen  to  be  that  Sqna- 


MT.  46.]  LRTTEBa  475 

PRIVATE  DIARY. 
[From  CUrke  and  M^ArUinr,  toI.  ii.  p.  410.] 

20th  Julj,  1906. 

I  went  on  shore  for  the  first  time  since  the  16th  of  June, 
1803;  and  firom  having  my  foot  out  of  the  Victory,  two  years, 
wanting  ten  days. 

Nblson  and  Bronte. 


TO  THE  RIGHT  HONOURABLE  LORD  BARHAM*  FIRST  LORD  OF 

THE  ADMIRALTY. 

[Autograph,  in  the  posBession  of  Chiries  J.  Middleton,  Esq.] 

Victory,  July  20th,  1805. 

My  Lord, 
It  WBS  not  until  my  return  to  the  Mediterranean,  that  I 
knew  who  was  appointed  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  in  the 
room  of  Lord  Melville,  or  I  should  have  wrote  you  whenever 
opportunides  ofiered  for  sending  letters;  for  there  must  be, 
your  Lordship  well  knows,  many  things  which  may  be  sidd  to 
the  First  Lord,  which  would  be  improper  to  address  to  a  Public 
Board;  and  in  presuming  to  offer  any  opinions,  I  trust  that 
your  Lordship  will  not  think  that  I  offer  my  opinions  vi^ith  a 
presumptuous  expectation  that  they  ought  to  be  followed,  but 
rather  to  enable  the  First  Lord  to  become  an  accurate  judge 
of  the  present  situation  of  the  Mediterranean.  Not  having 
seen  either  Admiral  Collingwood,  who  is  off  Cadiz,  or  Sir 
Richard  Bickerton,  who  is  off  Carthagena,  I  know  not  what 
orders  they  have  received,  or  the  reasons  on  which  their  pre- 
sent mode  of  acting  is  followed;  but  I  have  sent  for  Sir 
Richard  Bickerton,  and  shall  go  to  Admiral  Collingwood,  to 
be  better  informed. 

dron  reluming  home.  The  Master's  opinion  of  the  course  steered  by  the  strange 
Fleet  was,  N.N.E.;  the  Mate  thought,  about  N.N.W.  Both  of  them  went  to  the 
mast-head  of  the  Schooner,  and  were  positive  that  the  Ships  seen  were  Men-of- 
War,  having  royals,  stay- sails,  and  all  sails  set,  showing  them  as  low  as  the  lower 
yards.  On  referring  back  to  the  Schooner's  Log,  I  found  entered  on  it  the  intelli- 
gence obtained  by  him  from  the  Brig  (as  before  stated)  from  Martinique. 

"  RiCHABD  SeTMOVB. 

(Copy.) 

**  NSLBOH  AXD  BbONTE." 
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I  find  the  Admiral  at  Gibraltar  without  any  Naval  force 
under  his  orders,  which,  from  the  orders  of  the  Admiral^  to 
Admiral  Knight,  does  not  seem  to  be  the  Board's  intention. 
Gibraltar,  between  the  two  Admirals,  seems  (if  I  maj  be  allowed 
the  expression)  afanost  abandoned.  Some  regular  and  proper 
force  must  be  thought  of,  and  it  should  be  permanent ;  besides 
which,  if  the  Town  of  Gibraltar  and  the  Garrison  is  to  be 
saved  from  the  harassing  and  distress  occasioned  by  the  Gun- 
boats, something  of  the  Praam  kind  must  be  adopted,  and  a 
Marine  Brigade,  to  man  from  ten  to  twenty  Gun-Boats.  No- 
body in  our  Service  can  have  more  knowledge  on  this  subject 
than  my  friend  Sir  Roger  Curtis.  It  is  generally  believed 
that  a  veiy  formidable  annoyance  by  red-hot  shot  fix>m  Gun- 
Boats  is  intended. 

I  hear,  indeed  see,  by  Admiral  Collingwood's  orders  to 
Admiral  Knight,  that  several  of  the  Frigates  are  drawn  fronoi 
the  upper  part  of  the  Mediterranean.  Unless  Russia  takes 
this  service  upon  herself  the  French  will,  whenever  they 
please,  convey  an  Army  to  Sardinia,  Sicily,  the  Morea,  or 
Egypt,  all  which  points  I  have  been  instructed  to  guard,  and 
for  which  service  I  have  repeatedly  applied  for  many^  manji 
more  Frigates  and  Sloops  of  War.  The  consequence  of  our 
abandoning  this  service  will  be  the  loss  of  our  influence  in 
this  Country,  which  has  hitherto  (I  mean  Sardinia,  Naples, 
and  Turkey)  considered  themselves  as  protected  by  Great' 
Britain. 

Your  Lordship  will,  I   trust,  pardon  my  remarks;    and 

I  could  enlarge  very  much  upon  those  important  subjects, 

but  I  will  not  intrude  more  upon  your  time,  than  to  assure 

you  that  I  am,  with  the  highest  respect,  your  Lordship's  most 

foithful  and  obedient  ser\'ant, 

Nelson  and  Bbonts. 
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TO  VICE-ADMIRAL  COLUXGWOOD.* 
[AQtogniph,  in  the  potsession  of  the  Houourable  Mrs.  Newnham  Collingwood.] 

Victory,  July  20th,  180.'>. 

My  dear  Collingwood^ 
The  Martin  Sloop  arrived  thb  morning,  and,  as  Captain 
Savage'  says  that  the  Pickle  Schooner  left  the  Fleet  before 
him,  for  Gibraltar,  I  fear  that  some  accident  has  happened  to 
hen  I  shall  be  in  Tetuan  on  the  22nd;  and  twenty-fom- 
hours  will  then  complete  us  for  an  East  India  voyage ;  and  I 
shall  see  you  as  soon  as  possible.  I  have  sent  for  Sir  Richard 
Bickcrton,  as  I  am  in  total  ignorance  of  the  intentions  of  the 
Admiralty,  and  I  find  that  the  Frigates  are  ordered  from  aloft 
to  join  you,  and  at  a  moment  when  I  have  fancied  that  at  least 
double  the  number  are  wanted ;  but  the  orders  of  the  Admi- 
ralty must  be  obeyed.  I  only  hope  Officers  will  not  be 
blamed  for  the  events  which  it  is  not  difficult  to  foresee  will 
happen.  God  bless  you,  my  dear  friend,  and  believe  me 
ever,  yours  most  faithfully,  Nelson  and  Bronte. 

*  On  Uie  lOth  of  July,  Vice-Admiral  CoUiDgwood  replied  to  Lord  Nelsou's  letter 

of  the  18th.     (Vide  p.  47*2,  note. ) 

"Dreadnought,  July  10th,  180.'^. 
**  My  dear  Lord, 

**  I  well  know  what  your  Lordship's  disappointment  is,  and  share  the  mortification 
of  It.  It  wonld  have  heeu  a  happy  day  for  England,  could  you  have  met  them ; 
nmtll  as  your  force  was,  1  trust  it  would  have  heeu  found  enough.  Truly  glad  will 
I  he  to  see  yon,  my  dear  friend,  and  to  give  yon  my  hest  opinion  on  the  present  state 
of  affairs,  which  are  in  the  highest  degree  intricate ;  hut  reasoning  on  the  policy  of 
tlie  present  French  Government,  who  never  aim  at  little  things  while  great  objects 
are  in  view,  I  have  considered  the  in>*asion  of  Ireland  as  the  real  mark  and  butt  of 
all  their  operations.  The  flight  to  the  W>Ht  Indies  was  to  take  off  the  Naval  Force, 
which  is  the  great  impediment  to  their  undertaking.  The  Rochfort  Squadron's  return 
confirmed  me.  1  think  they  will  now  collect  their  force  at  Ferrol,  which  Colder  tells 
me  are  in  motion— pick  up  those  at  Rochfort,  who,  I  am  told,  are  equally  ready,  and 
will  moke  them  above  thirty  Soil ;  and  then,  without  going  near  Ushant,  or  the 
Channel  Fleet,  proceed  to  Ireland.  Detachments  must  go  from  the  Channel  Fleet 
to  succour  Ireland,  when  the  Brest  I-leet — twenty-one,  I  believe,  of  them,  will  snil, 
either  to  another  part  of  Ireland,  or  up  the  Channel— o  sort  of  force  that  has  not 
been  seen  in  those  seas,  i>erhnps,  ever. 

**  The  Martin  has  just  arrived  here  ;  and  by  her,  I  shall  send  all  the  letters,  &c., 
for  Gibraltar.  I  send  your  Lordsliip  a  packet  which  Admiral  Knight  transmitted 
to  me  to  go  to  England  for  the  Secretaries  of  State.     I  have  the  honour  to  he,  &c., 

"CUTHBEBT  COLLIKOWOOD. 

*•  Is  not  your  Lordship  surprised  to  find  Vice-Admiral  Nugent,  First  Captain 
to  the  Commander-in-Chief,  Channel  Fleet?" — Autograph,  in  tlie  Nelson  Papers. 

*  Captain  R.  S.  Savage  appears  to  have  died  a  Commander,  between  1800  and  1800 
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TO  WnXIAM  MABSDEX.  S8Q«  ADMIRALTY. 
r^Miijiith.  m  tkr  pnwgwiiM  of  Mrs.  Lenk*.] 

[AWat  20th  July,  1805.] 

I  miy  mj  desr  Mr.  Manden,  as  completely  miserable  as  my 
ffKUesL  cnemj  ooold  wish  me ;  but  I  nether  blame  fortune 

jodgmenL     Ob,   Genenl  Breretcm!   General 
Var  fixwazd  the  indosed,  I  shaU  see  and  thank 
Ever  joar  oUiged, 

NBLSOir  AMD  Bbohtb. 


TO  HE  CLCFTJ.rxCY  HTGH  ELUOTy  £SQ«  NAPLEa 
[Asaoffifk.  ia  tkr  EIBm  Papcn.] 

Mt  dear  Sr,  ^mory.  GOnltv,  Jnlj  21st,  1805. 

I  anived  here  a  day  bdbre  the  Martm  Soop ;  therefore,  I 
caA  obHj  tell  yooy  that  I  heard  nothing  since  of  the  Enemy's 
Fleet  tfaeteijte,  whether  they  are  bound  for  the  Mediter- 
TW.anj  Cadia,  or  some  Port  in  the  Bay,  I  am  ignorant.  I  shall 
Ml  toHDOfroiw  to  watdi  for  them  outside  the  Straits,  and  to 
act  a»  cxmmfestances  shall  render  necessary. 

I  hare  oqIt,  from  paUic  mmour,  not  havii:^  seen  either 
the  Admirab  off  Cadix,  or  off  Carthagena,  [heard]  of  what  is 
posing  at  Naples^  except  some  extracts  of  letters  sent  by  Sir 
AlrTander  Ball,  which  Admiral  Kni^  has  sent  off  Cadis. 
Bat  I  see  too  dearly  that  matters  seem  drawing  to  a  concluson 
respecting  Naples ;  bat  I  hc^  the  Allies  of  Nicies  will  not 
sniier  those  Kingdoms  to  be  seixed  by  Buonaparte. 

I  can  say  nothu:^  more.  The  Admiralty,  I  hear,  have 
ordered  three  Frigates  from  up  the  Mediterranean  outside 
the  ScrmttSw  It  is  past  my  comprehension,  when  I  have  wrote 
that  BMnijfy  BMnijf  more  than  are  there  at  present  are  wanted. 
I  shall  direct  a  Slip  to  relicTe  the  Excellent  as  soon  as  the 
destinatioQ  of  the  Enemy's  Squadron  is  ascertained;  and  if  it  is 
true  that  the  Line-of>Battle  Ship*  is  anchored  at  Genoa,  I  most 
send«  and  try  and  take  her.  When  these  things  are  arranged, 
I  shall  proceed  to  Enghmd.  Your  son  is  very  well  I  am 
ever*  my  dear  Sir,  your  Excellency's  most  fiuthfiil  and  obe- 
dient strrant.  Nelson  Aim  Bbonts. 

•  AF>nK^Sk£partWLuMMUi]i|(ttGeBOft.    Vide  p.  488,  jpost. 
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TO  HIS  EXCELLENCY  SIR  JOHN  ACTON,  BART. 
[From  a  Pnn-eopy  in  the  poiaetsion  of  the  Right  Hon.  John  Wilion  Croker.] 

Victory,  Gibraltar  Bay,  July  'ilBt,  Ida"). 

Mj  dear  Sir  JobD, 
I  arriyed  here  [the  day  before]  yesterday,  and  shall  sail  to- 
morrow morning;  for  having  got  not  even  a  drop  of  water  in 
the  West  Indies,  we  had  nothing  in  the  Fleet.  I  may,  if  it  is 
possible,  be  yet  ahead  of  the  Enemy ;  but  I  almost  despair  of 
their  coming  this  road.  I  know  scarcely  anything  of  what  is 
passing  up  the  Mediterranean;  for  I  have  seen  neither  the 
Admiral  firom  Carthagena  or  Cadiz,  who  have  between  them 
all  the  letters ;  but  public  rumour  says  here,  that  Buonaparte 
has  threatened  Naples  with  hb  vengeance.  I  hope  the  Allies 
of  our  good  Sovereign  will  not  any  longer  be  deterred  from 
acting  an  honourable  and  vigorous  part  When  the  destina- 
tion of  the  Enemy's  Fleet  is  fixed,  I  shall  proceed  to  England, 
to  try  and  recruit  myself;  and  nothing  shall  be  wanting  on 
my  part  there  to  be  useful  to  the  Two  Sicilies.  I  am  ever, 
my  dear  Sir  John,  your  Excellency's  most  obliged  and  faithful 
servant. 

Nelson  and  Bbontb. 


TO  SIR  ALEXANDER  JOHN  BALL,  BART^  MALTA. 
[Prom  a  Preaa-copy  in  the  possession  of  the  Right  Hon.  John  Wilson  Croker.] 

Victory,  Gibraltar,  July  2l8t,  18a^. 

My  dear  Ball, 
I  arrived  here  before  the  Martin,  (on  Friday.)  I  have 
little  to  add  to  my  letter  by  her,  having  heard  nothing  of  the 
Enemy's  Fleet ;  but  it  is  possible  I  may  be  ahead  of  them, 
for  I  have  carried  every  rag,  night  and  day.  We  have  lost 
neither  Officer  or  man  by  sickness  since  we  left  the  Mediter- 
ranean. The  Enemy's  Squadrons  have  been  very  sickly.  I 
shall  sail  at  daylight  for  outside  the  Straits,  to  try  and  meet, 
or  be  ready  to  pack  after,  them,  if  they  are  gone  to  the  Bay, 
which  many  think,  and  that  Ireland  is  the  great  object  I 
hear  the  Admiralty — indeed,  I  have  seen  it — have  ordered 
all  your  Sloops  of  War  from  the  service  of  Malta.     I  am  all 
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sDnxiiffiiDKic.  acii  sbaR  aend  them  op  again.  I  fimcy  tlie 
i»k§  jt  itHne  bcre  lost  their  recollection.  God  bless  yon,  my 
BmL,  jod  bc&pie  ne  ever  tout  most  studied  fiiend, 

XeLSDM  AMD  BbOSTE. 


TO  Snt  itJLTlSTY  THE  QCEEX  OP  \  APL^. 


t  ^'jULuoipf  ji  i»  yw»ir<rtfnii  ^im  Bi^  HdB.  Jokm  WHmmi  Croker.] 

Vktorr.  GOnlnr,  Jnlj  2Ut,  ISO). 


I  TO  cclj  nine  dm  in  mj  tour  loond  the  West  India 
Leeward  Island :  dfeHdore,  I  had  not  an  cqpportunity  of  get- 
cinic  anj  oc  the  prodoce  of  those  Mands  whidi  might  be 
aRcpcabte,  excepc  a  few  tamarinda^  and  a  little  pcesenred 

cer,  which  I  beg  toot  Majestj  to  accept  fiom  your  fidthfhl 
The  Fleet  haTing  recerred  not  the  smallest  refiesh- 
or  eten  a  cop  of  wato*  in  the  West  Indies,  I  have  been 
ob&ged  to  par  in  here  fcir  a  few  hoars;  but  I  sail  to-morrow, 
jod  it  2$  idil  pceable  I  may  be  sore  of  [a  Kme  is  itteff{bk.'\ 

I  niber  think  meet  of  the  Spanish  ^lips  are  gone  to  the 
Hatxhsad.  Both  French  and  Spaniards  are  dreadfully  sickly. 
They  lizded  lOOO  sick  when  they  arrived  at  Martinico,  and 
buried  full  diat  number  duiii^  their  stay.  The  Fleet  under 
my  cocnmand,  thank  God,  has  lost  neither  OflScer  or  Man  by 
5ackne<s^  since  I  left  the  Mediterranean. 

Wbeu  I  think  of  the  situation  oS  my  benefactors,  and  their 
Kin^>iocn$«  I  shudder;  but  God  is  good,  and  he  may  do  much 
bT  ih^Tin^  a  spirit  of  firmness  into  the  councils  of  many  of  the 
Swereisps  of  Europe.  Your  Majesty  will  readily  perceive  that 
I  mcdin  more  than  I  choose  to  commit  to  paper.  I  write  Mr. 
EUiot  a  line ;  but  as  I  have  seen  none  of  the  Admirak  since 
mv  arrival  here— one  being  off  Cadiz,  and  the  <Hher  off  Car- 
thas^na— I  know  nothing  but  from  public  rumour.  I  shall 
onlv  as^^ure  vour  Majesty  that  I  am,  as  I  have  ever  been,  and 
shall  be,  vour  and  the  King's  most  devoted,  grateful,  and 

attached. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 
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TO  REAR-ADMIRAL  SIR  RICHARD  BICKERTON,  BART. 
[From  A  Pres8-eopj  in  the  poMeation  of  tlie  Right  Hon.  John  Wilson  Croker.] 

Victory,  July  2l8t,  180ft. 

Mj  dear  Sir  Richard^ 
K  the  orders  of  the  Admirahy  force  you  to  remain  off 
Carthagena,  with  all  your  Squadron,  and  that  the  Queen 
cannot  be  spared  from  that  service,  then  I  must  desire  (as  I 
am  ignorant  of  what  orders  the  Admiralty  have  given  since 
my  departure)  that  you  will  proceed  and  join  me  in  the 
Amphion,  calling  at  Gibraltar  for  any  orders  I  may  have  left 
with  either  Admiral  Knight,  or  the  Commissioner.  And  as 
it  is  of  the  greatest  consequence  that  they  should  be  ac- 
quidnted  at  Naples  and  Malta  of  my  return  into  the  Mediter- 
ranean, you  will  send  some  Ship  with  my  letters  for  Naples, 
Sicily,  and  Malta.     I  am  ever,  my  dear  Sir  Richard,  your 

most  faithful  servant^ 

Nelson  and  Bbontb. 


TO  REAR-ADMIRAL  SIR  RICHARD  BICKERTON,  BART. 
[Prom  a  Preu-copy  in  the  possession  of  the  Right  Hon.  John  Wilson  Croker.] 

Victory,  Jnly  Slst,  1805. 

My  dear  Sir  Richard, 

I  would  have  you  turn  in  your  mind  the  probability  of 
falling  in  with  me,  should  you  come  outside  the  Straits  after 
me.  I  intend,  in  case  I  cannot  get  to  Tetuan  to-morrow,  to 
get  clear  of  the  Gut,  and  join  Collingwood.  From  thence, 
probably,  I  shall  go  to,  or  towards  Lagos  Bay,  until  I  think 
all  chance  is  past  of  the  Enemy's  Fleet  coming  towards  the 
Mediterranean,  when,  if  I  hear  nothing  from  Lisbon  or  Ferrol 
of  the  arrival  of  the  Enemy's  Fleet  in  the  Bay,  I  shall,  if  I  can- 
not water  at  Lagos,  come  to  Tetuan  Bay.  I  wish  to  see  you, 
that  I  may  arrange  a  proper  force  for  the  service  of  the  Medi- 
terranean, when  I  go  oif,  unless  Collingwood  is,  in  that  case, 
to  take  the  command. 

I  am  surprised  at  the  orders  for  drawing  all  our  Sloops 
fix)m  Malta.  The  Island  must  starve,  besides  the  other  dis- 
tresses which  the  Army  and  Island  must  suffer.     I  shall  make 

VOL.  VL,  II 
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TI  3Xi 


ISM7.  J^f  ilB.  1««L 

JO.  IBS  ^ijs  j»  '^iiiryc  sai  kr  10  ne.  if  in  TetniD 

i:  I  on.  mc  It  ^  HBOOBsmem^  mmd  her  to  Adminl 

iShafWBmL     Tia  -voL  if  eamtat,  SKctfr  10  the  Govenar. 

^  b4  sad  mem  Ae  mub  and 
Esamsne^  ^rmnrrB  C^iryrofeflerapB^coMMandi  the  Fleet, 
mi  rzirr  s^  Awar  59  FBoc  Cjccbi  :  bizi  ihk  I  caonot  be- 
iif^  I  «s.  XL  ja  ^rmrnTrr  t>der  :o  CoIEiievood,  thmt  too 
m*  'u  liii^x  jvar  Fjv  ^  x  Fngyy :  boc  all  these  matters  I 
^^aJ.  iuLj  Mill  jiifarj  jc=H!e.  jcad  I  hope  to  jour  attis&ctioD, 
mil  :ais  f  ;*:c  if  3iS  Pxciii:  Ssfracc     I  un,  bit  dear  Adminl, 

XKuoy  AXD  Baoam. 
£ae§  icime.  :bf  Phprorante  need  not  wait  ib^ 


rr  JlPTATT  ilATS.  H.M.  SHIP  SUPERa 

ft  C^fv  * 

rv,  j^  nu,  i9a». 


I^  So^cf^  vS  be  the  fint  LiiMHif^Battle  Ship,  wfaidi 
TVjcKvd^  &»  Ewaand:  bat  that  mar  doc  take  phce  lor  one 
-■*-«>^  S3IC  jx  BIT  take  place  in  a  few  dajs:  therefore,  if  the 

Superb 


dcvT=BscKxe&  thej  wiD  be  acquainted  with  aD  that  may 

NsLacur  avd  Bbonte. 
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TO  WILLIAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ^  ADMIRAL'n\ 
[Origiiua,  in  the  Admiralty.] 

Vietorj,  in  Oibnltar  Bay,  Jnlj  21  at,  1805. 

Sir, 
I  herewith  transmit  you,  for  the  information  of  the  Lords 
Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  a  copy  of  an  Acting-Order, 
which  I  have  given  to  Mr*  John  Chrystie,'  Midshipman  of  the 
Victory,  to  act  as  Lieutenant  of  his  Majesty's  Ship  Guerrier, 
in  the  room  of  Lieutenant  William  Tiller,^  invalided*  Mr. 
Chrystie  is  an  Admiralty  recommendation,  and  received  a 
severe  wound  in  his  left  cheek  in  an  Action  between  the 
Anson  and  1a  Loire,^  by  having  a  musket-ball  shot  through 
it.    He  is  also  a  very  deserving  young  man.    I  am.  Sir,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  CAPTAIN  BAYNTUN,  H.  M.  SHIP  LEVIATHAN. 

[From  a  Preta^eopy  In  the  possesBion  of  the  Bight  Hon.  John  Wilson  Croker.] 

Vietory,  July  2l8t,  1806. 

Sir, 
If  the  Fleet  cannot  water  at  Tetuan,  I  would  have  you  go 
oflp  Tetuan,  take  the  Amazon  under  your  orders,  and  receive 
all  the  bullocks  and  refreshments  wUch  Mr.  Ford  may  have 
procured  for  us,  and  join  me  off  Cadiz.    I  am.  Sir,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

*  Ifr.  John  Chrjstie.  His  Commission  was  dated  on  the  27th  of  December,  I80d, 
and  he  died  a  Lieutenant  about  1834. 

*  He  died  a  Lieutenant  in  1814. 

*  On  the  18th  of  October,  1798,  the  Anson  of  44  guns,  Captain  Philip  Charles 
Durham,  in  company  with  the  Kangaroo  Sloop,  off  the  Coast  of  Ireland,  captured 
La  Loire  of  46  guns.  The  Anson  had  two  Seamen  killed,  a  Lieutenant  of  Marines, 
and  two  Marines;  nine  Seamen,  and  two  Marines  wounded — London  Oazitte, 
30ch  October,  1798.  It  U  remarkable  that  Mr.  Chr}'8Ue's  name  is  not  among 
the  wounded ;  but  he  may  have  been  wounded  in  die  Action  of  the  12th,  between 
Sir  John  Borlase's  Squadron  and  that  of  Commodore  Bompard,  when  the  Anson 
and  La  Loire  were  engaged. 


ii2 
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TO  UAB-ADIURAL  KXIGHT,  GIBRALTAR. 


^-•iia  t  ?.™  iijf  ■  a  tie  fmmtnwm  ot  the  Bigbt  Hon.  John  Wflwm  Crokfr. 
-  rrui  ;ic*  i^m.  Ai  *<»,  wtigfctJ  aai  aafc  mO.  Noon,  Sqoadron  in  Compaj. 
■  ■•    -*-"  *  *  •  ■■«*•«•*   a  Mori  Bar,  Tcoua).  S^oadron  anchored  as  eooTviiinit. 

Victorr,  July  2-2nd,  IWM. 

If  ▼  dor  Adnunl, 

Be  9o  food  as  to  allow  the  Goii-Brig  to  bring  over  to 

Tecaaa  ^OOOBk.  of  oiiions»  which  I  have  desired  Mr.  Catforth 

CO  pcx  OQ  bosd  her  Ibr  the  PnrserBy  as  I  find  we  shall  get  no 

br  the  people^s  farolfa  at  Tetoan.    The  Brig  shall  not 

r,  or  be  deCaiDed  ooe  moment.     This  w31  much  oblige 

frithfbDT,  Nelsoh  Aim  Bsont& 


TD  REAR-ADMIRAL  KNIGHT,  GIBRALTAR. 

in  tlK  poaMf^an  of  ikt  Bight  Hon.  John  Wilson  Croker.] 

ricfoiy,  July  22nd,  18a\ 

Mv  dear  Admiral, 

As  far  as  mj  humble  judgment  goes^  it  appears  that  the 

Gibraltar  station  (which  I  shall  in  mj  Order  define),  probably 

firtMOQ  Malaga  to  some  leagues  outside  Cape  Spartel,  is  intended 

bj  the  Admiralty  to  be  left  to  your  chaige,  and  that  whatever 

happens  within  the  Umits  of  the  Gibraltar  station,  I  shall  of 

course  look  to  tou  for  an  account :  therefore,  it  is  my  duty  as 

fir  as  I  can,  to  appoint  a  proper  force  for  this  very  important 

service,  and  for  the  neglect  of  which  Admiral  CoUingwood 

<ent  me  yesterday  a  complaint  from  the  Merchants  to  the 

Admiralty,  respecting  the  capture  of  two  American  Ships  in 

the  Gut,  with  caigoes  valued  at  £100,000,  which  were  carried 

into  Algesiras. 

If  the  wind  is  Westerly,  I  shall  go  to  Tetuan :  if  Easterly, 
out  of  the  Straits.  CoUingwood  thinks  the  Enemy  is  gone  to 
the  Bay :  therefore  I  long  for  water,  that  I  may  be  able  to 
follow  them,  which  I  shall  do,  if  to  Madras.  I  send  you  a 
copy  of  the  complaint  of  the  Merchants.     Yours  faithfully, 

Nelson  and  Bronte, 
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TO 


[From  a  Fress-copy  in  the  possession  of  the  Rig^ht  Hon.  John  Wilson  Croker.] 

Victory,  July  2-2nd,  1800. 

Sir, 
I  have  been  honoured  with  your  letter  of  yesterday  respect* 
ing  Signals.  It  is  certainly  desirable  that  die  Enemy  should 
not  know  all  our  Signals ;  but  Admirals  are  restricted  by  the 
Admiralty  from  altering  the  Flags,  or,  indeed,  meddling  with 
the  Signals,  as  they  intend  that  all  Fleets  and  Ships  which 
may  meet,  should  perfectly  understand  each  other.  The  Num- 
ber of  the  Ship  is  only  a  part  of  our  signal,  for  knowing  whether 
the  Ships  are  friends  when  they  meet  at  sea.  I  am  much 
obliged  by  your  good  wishes,  and  am.  Sir,  your  very  obedient 
servant. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  J.  CUTFORTH,  ESQ. 
[From  a  Press-copy  in  the  possession  of  the  Bight  Hon.  John  Wilson  Croker.] 

Victory,  July  22nd,  1805. 

Dear  Sir, 
Be  so  good  as  to  purchase,  and  put  on  board  the  Gun-Brig, 
whose  Lieutenant  will  deliver  you  this  letter,  3000lbs.  of 
onions,  for  the  use  of  the  Pursers ;  and  I  find  none  will  be 
procured  at  Tetuan.  The  price,  I  hear,  will  probably  be 
twopence,  or  twopence  half-penny  per  lb.,  but  send  the  price. 
Mr.  Ford  shall  receive  the  money  from  the  Pursers.  Pray, 
have  this  done  as  soon  as  possible.  Captain  Hardy  saw  a 
Spanish  Boat  with  about  that  quantity  laying  at  the  old  Mole, 
and  you  can  send  one  of  your  people,  to  see  them  weighed 
into  the  Brig.     I  am,  dear  Sir,  your  obliged,  humble  Servant, 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

*  The  address  is  illegible* 


[180S. 


PJUVATX  DIARY. 

22Bi  J«lj,  l(i>05. 

Bnog  tbe  Tower  oo  the  Cape  at  the  Western  ade  of  the  Baj, 

'Mairi,  Mar  Tctaan]  to  bear  from  WJC.W.  to  W.  bSL  ind 

of  the  Bar,  froa  half  a  mik  to  one  and  a  half  mile 

a  from  ten  to  twentj  frlhom  water.   The 
amdjr  headland  paiallel  to  it,  ao  that 
wkmigmUt  die  beadi  the  whole  extent  ol  the 
Bay,  and  xoll  Aeir  caiks  orer  to  the  Rmr,  and  fill  them. 

NsLacw  AXD  BaovTB. 

TO  WniilM  XABSDEV.  ESQ.,  ADMIRALnr. 


[iMUml.  a  tke  IJMifrfii.    -  Jalj  tSiA.   Koob.   Wdgfaei,  and  made  sttL" 

ridofT,  TetMB  Bi7,  J«lj  23id,  1805. 

Sr, 

I  haie  seen  in  their  Lordshipa'  ciders  to  Vice-Adminl 

CoIIingwoody  that  the  Frigate  and  Skx^  upon  the  Malta 

Station  are  ofdered  to  pat  themadTes  under  his  command; 

and,  as  he  has  ordered  them  to  join  him,  I  take  for  granted,  far 

aenrioes  outside  the  Meditexianean,  and  as  I  have  not  heard 

that  anj  force  is  stationed  in  the  enyirons  of  Malta,  to  give 

protection  to  the  ConTojs  required  for  that  Island,  to  andfiom 

the  Archipelago,  Adriatic  Sicily,  and  Naples,  and  to  Bari)aiy 

for  cattle,  I  beg  leave  to  apprise  their  Lordships  that  Malta 

cannot  more  than  exist,  and  that  our  Troops  would  be  jJaced 

in  a  situation  <^  great  distress,  without  a  Naval  force  to  ensure 

tbeir  necessary  supplies;  and  for  these  services  and  canying 

the  Ships  firom  England  up  the  Archipelago  and  Adriatic, 

there  ought  always  to  be  (and  my  losses  have  been  occasioned 

by  my  never  having  had  suflBdent  means  for  their  protection) 

two  Vessels  with  each  Convoy,  to  protect  them  fix>m  the 

swarms  of  Row-boats,  Privateers ;  and,  I  am  now  informed, 

the  Enemy  have  a  Ship-Privateer  of  twenty-two  guns,  one 

hundred  and  seventy  men,  and  a  laige  Brig  of  sixteen  guDS 

and  one  hundred  men.     The  force  which,  always  when  I  had 

it,  I  judged  it  necessary  to  keep  to  the  Eastward  of  Sicily  was— 
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and  not  less  is  wanted  now — one  Frigate,  12-pounders ;  four 
Sloops  of  War ;  the  Spider,  Renard,  and  Ventura  Schooners, 
and  Hirondelle  Cutter,  to  which*  I  often  added  Anson  Frigate, 
and  Cameleon,  and  other  Sloops. 

The  Station  of  Gibraltar,  and  to  watch  the  French  Sliip  in 
Cadiz  was  always  (except  for  a  few  weeks  when  I  recalled  the 
Donegal)  never  without  a  Line-of-Battle  Ship,  three  Frigates, 
two  Sloops ;  and  more  when  I  had  them. 

The  watching  Toulon  and  Genoa  at  this  moment  will 
require  more  Frigates  than  when  the  Fleet  was  up  the  Medi- 
terranean, or  the  French  Frigates  and  Sloops  will  convoy 
their  Troops  to  their  destination.  A  Ship  of  the  Line  has 
always  been  stationed  at  Naples,  not  only  for  the  protection  of 
our  Merchants  and  their  property,  but  also  with  secret  orders 
for  the  reception  of  the  Royal  Family  of  Naples.  His 
Majesty,  through  the  Secretary  of  State,  has  always  approved 
of  this  precaution;  and  his  Minister  has  been  ordered  to 
declare  that  the  personal  safety  of  their  Sicilian  Majesties  was 
an  object  always  near  his  heart :  in  short,  the  pledge  I  believe 
has  been  given  that  a  Ship  of  the  Line  should  always  be  in 
Naples  Bay — at  least,  I  have  understood  it  so ;  and  by  their 
Lordships'  orders  of  3lst  May  and  28th  August,  1804,  I  am 
directed  to  have  a  Frigate  at  the  disposal  of  his  Sardinian 
Majesty,  and  to  protect  the  Island  of  Sardinia.  These  services 
I  have  endeavoured  to  perform,  and  left  all  the  force  of  Frigates 
and  Slo<^  in  my  power  for  the  services  ordered  by  the  Board 
when  the  Fleet  came  down ;  and  I  must  beg  leave  to  refer  Lord 
Barham  to  a  secret  letter  of  the  Cabinet  for  these  and  other 
important  services  expected  from  me,  signed  by  Lord  Melville. 
I  herewith  transmit  you  a  statement  of  the  force  which  I  think 
necessary  to  the  Eastward  of  Carthagena  for  performing  the 
services  intrusted  to  my  care ;  and  when  I  get  the  lists  of 
Frigates  and  Sloops,  I  ^all  apportion  them  as  far  as  their 
number  will  allow,  and  my  judgment  will  admit     I  have  the 

honour  to  be,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

Force'  necessary  for  the  different  Stations  in  the  Mediter* 
ranean : — 

'  Au  autogn^h  of  this  puper  is  in  the  possession  of  £«ri  Nelson* 


[1806. 


i) 


I 
r 


CuttaCm 


Ok  9hp  of  the  line. 
To  wmA  Tfidhwj  Gtmtm,  Legiioni,  to  |vevrat  the  remofal 
cif  Tracftt  bj  kb.  tD  gond  SHifiiua»  and  oocsskxially  to  call 
a.  m  SkSw — ^Foor  Frig^teSb 

of-Batde  Ship  is  ItnuicAa^  and 
Safl  of  the  Line,  two  Frigates, 


To  VATCH  CaXTBAGEMA. 


Oat  Sktcfp,  or  ifaree  Frigates  in  lieu. 
GnsALTAA  SrATioai — extent,  from  Old  Malaga,  to  ten 
lea^^^Ks  West  cf  Cape  Spanel — at  least,  the  number  of 

Two  Fi^gatea^ 
Two  Ship  SloopSy 
OteBi^ 
Two  GaD»Brig& 
X.B. — The  Gon-Bri^  sui^j,  are  not  eonsideied  equal  to 
focr  Gnn-BoaiSw  as  their  shot  never  reach  the  Gun-Boats, 
vfaich  alvars  keep  at  kxig  shot.    Periiaps  it  would  be  better 
to  have  them  at  Malta ;  and  two  Sloops  might  periiaps  then  be 
drawn  from  thence*  unless  these  Brigs  can  be  fitted  with  one 
eighteen  pounder  on  each  side,  and  cne  at  the  head  and  stern. 

Off  Caps  St.  Votcekt. 
One  Frigate. 
WrrH  Aownuf.  Colukgwood^  off  Cadiz. 
Two  Frigates. 

Two  Bombs;  Childers  Sloop. 
With  Lobd  Nelson  s  Squadbon. 
Two  Frigates. 
N.B. — A  Frigate  and  a  Sloop  wanted  for  the  Convoy  from 
Malta,  ordered  hj  their  Lordships  to  sail  every  two  months. 

Nelson  and  Bboivte. 


jET.  46.]  LETTERS  489 

TO  THE  RIGHT  HONOURABLE  LORD  BARHAM. 

[From  a  Preu-copy  in  the  possession  of  the  Bight  Hon.  John  Wilson  Croker.] 

Victory,  Tetuau,  July  23rd,  1800. 

My  Lord, 

The  Fleet  is  complete^  and  the  first  Easterly  Wind,  I  shall 
pass  the  Straits.  I  have  yet  not  a  word  of  information  of  the 
Enemy's  Fleet :  it  has  almost  broke  my  heart  But  the  name 
of  General  Brereton  will  never  be  forgot  by  this  generation ; 
but  for  him  our  Battle  would  have  been  fought  on  June  6th. 
The  event  would  have  been  in  the  hands  of  Providence ;  but 
we  may  without,  I  hope,  vanity,  believe  that  the  Enemy  would 
have  been  fit  for  no  active  service  after  such  a  Battle.  All  our 
losses  which  have  happened,  or  may  happen,  are  entirely  to  be 
attributed  to  his  information.  I  shall  take  my  position  most 
convenient  for  receiving  intelligence ;  and  if  I  find  the  Enemy 
gone  to  the  Bay,  I  shall  go  off  Ferrol,  or  Ushant,  as  the  case 
appears  to  me  to  require. 

Your  Lordship  will  observe,  in  my  letter  to  the  Board,  that 

I  am  taking  part  of  the  Small  Craft,  which  they  directed  to 

be  under  Admiral  Collingwood,  unless  other  Vessels  are  in 

the  Mediterranean  for  the  different  stations,  not  one  of  which 

can  with  propriety  be  given  up ;  and  I  hope  the  Board  will 

consider  it  as  not  wishing  to  alter  any  arrangement  of  theirs, 

but  as  a  measure  absolutely  necessary.      I  shall  return  to 

England  the  moment  I  know  that  the  Enemy's  Fleet  is  in 

Port,  and  out  of  my  reach ;   and  I  shall  with  pleasure  give 

your  Lordship  every  information  which  twelve  years  experience 

has  given  me  of  the  Mediterranean.    I  shall  add  a  Postscript" 

when  I  get  out  of  the  Straits :  therefore  shall  only  assure  you 

that  I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  Lordship's  most  obedient 

Servant, 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

*  No  Fostsoript  appears  to  have  been  added. 


ElML 
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Eiffe-'iig  -JTn^  srleQErof  Jih-tiheSOlliybTdie  Thomas 
5c3r    if  viscK.  I  fEsnl  a  <&Baficate>  for  mT  aniral 
icErciip  s  GzcrUK'y  I  Ihhv  dov  ooIt  to  infcmi 
2SCT3IC  drnpiefini  t&e  Fieef  tofaor  mootfas*  prori- 
cf  liLkii  iboe  «s  DoC  a  wiiBk  iciit  qoaii- 
Bxpuecedtbe  storesof  the  Slips  to  Chan- 
I  came  owr  ftent  jemadar;  and,  by  nig^  the 
Jleec  w^  be  cooi^iece  vidt  wcer,  and,  I  hope,  hare  od  board 

which, 
harnig 


•J  I  I  i.-.^  •  I 


but,  thank  God,  noc  the  smallest  simpttan  of  any  other  oom- 
pbint.  I  ^bH  pK5  the  Straits  the  moment  the  wind  comes 
finom  the  Eastward,  and  take  such  a  position  between  Cape 
St.  Vincent  and  Spaitel,  that  I  may  recoTe  the  earliest  in- 
ibnnation  of  the  Enemy's  Fleet,  and  regohue  my  proceedings 
accordingly.  I  shook!  not  have  come  within  the  Straits  for 
several  days  after  my  amral  off  ^uutel,  bat  the  want  of 
water  and  refreshments  rendered  it  a  measure  absolntely  neces* 
for  the  Fleet  coold  not  huTe  gone  even  off  Feirol  with* 
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out  water,  &a ;  and  now,  if  the  case  requires,  ten  Sail  of  us 
can  go  to  Madras,  or  round  Cape  Horn.  Their  Lordships  will, 
I  trust,  give  me  full  credit  that  it  is  not  my  wish  for  a  moment 
to  get  out  of  the  track  of  the  Enemy,  but  that  I  am  anxious 
to  have  the  fine  Fleet  I  have  the  happiness  to  command, 
ready  to  follow  them,  to  whatever  place  they  may  proceed. 

Respecting  the  alteration  I  may  think  it  necessary  to  make 
in  arranging  the  proper  force  off  Cadiz,  Carthagena,  the 
Gibraltar  station,  die  Malta  station,  the  stationing  a  Squadron 
to  prevent  the  sailing  of  Troops  firom  Grenoa  and  Toulon, 
which  I  am  informed  are  ready,  I  beg  to  refer  you  to  another 
letter.*  I  only  entreat  that,  as  I  may  have  appeared  to  have 
removed  some  of  the  Frigates  and  Sloops  firom  stations,  to 
which  I  think  their  Lordships  have  directed  their  services, 
nothing  but  the  present  urgency  of  the  case  having  required 
it  {jncJ]  I  trust  I  am  the  last  Officer  in  the  Service  who 
would  not  follow  up  closely  the  orders,  and  even  wishes,  of 
the  Board,  as  fiir  as  I  can  collect  them.    I  am.  Sir,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bbontb. 


TO  WILLIAM  MARSDEN,  ESQ.,  ADMIRALTY. 
[Origina],  in  the  Adminlty.] 
Sir,  Victory,  in  Tetnan  Bay,  3drd  July,  1605. 

I  herewith  transmit  you,  for  the  infimnation  of  the  Lords 

Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  a  copy  of  an  order  which  I 

have  given  to  Rear- Admiral  Knight,  respecting  the  force 

which  I  have  placed  under  his  command,  for  the  comfort  of 

the  Garrison  and  protection  of  the  Trade  in  the  Straits,  as 

therein  mentioned,  which  I  hope  will  meet  their  Lordships' 

approbatioiL    I  am,  Sir,  &c. 

Nblson  and  Brontb. 


TO  REAR-ADMIRAL  JOHN  KNIGHT,  GIBRALTAR. 
[From  a  Copy  in  the  Admiralty.] 

Vietory,  in  Tetuan  Bay,  28rd  July,  1805. 

Whereas  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  have 
judged  it  expedient  for  the  better  Naval  protection  of  the 

•  Vide  p.  488,  ante. 


[1805. 


of  theaenrioes 

ij  of  an  adequate 

ims  itping  pa:  unas  jnor  ccdfs  iar  ihtst  imMiKwts — 

ToL  as  hssi^  jVfunoBZ  uac  inmuQed  to  take  his  Ma* 

*  Snni^  S^KCK.  anf  Gim-iav^  aoaaed  in  the  maigiD,* 

xmoer  jmr  rfamnami,.  mni  sn  ocken  as  I  maj  beieafier 

ibaD  judge  best  for 

of  oar  Cammerce 

to^  and  from 

ibr  vUdi  imipuae  joo  will 

jiiass  &  TeseLicWjrddierjcTaEieier,  or  to  the  Westward  of 

C jctf  !X«rz£L  rtifc  aie  msr  jc  aE  times  be  leadr,  not  only  to 

f^i  7  nL  iiC£JiifS!Xi»:  :c  die  Ji^^oac^  of  aa  ^lemj,  bat  also 

i:   Tirn:»r:  iii£  Cammsrce  fraan  hcDC  csptmcd  far  their  nu- 

Tosrirji^  Gjur-lKiSQi  JL  dic  Scaixs.     Too  ane  to  consider  the 

Irmig  of  jaxr  raimiazic  insm  OU  liilaea  to  ten  leagues  to 

nif  ^fifcvari  <t  Cape  Soane],  that  ocr  Trade  coming  from 

Xank.  i^L^  Tnkj  1XST7  ceraem  attmiii  finon  joor  Cmiaers  oa 

iTtfr  arr>iil  of  ibe  farmer  pHare,  and  the  Ccmmeice  from 

siif  Viibei  KiDTOior^  bocni  into  the  Jleditenanean,  may  be 

sin  X  jx'ennz  i^tme  Vesgel  ccf  ^mt.  on  its  jypmarhing  the 

Scr:&[i2^'  >I:iiid..    Tlie  rmxm  caycuite  of  two  valoaUe  American 

Siinf  r-.-oL  Lzverpxx.  zn  ihe  Gm,  laden  with  English  property, 

fcranrrr  rioEzits  odi  ii^e  rerv  £ieat  necesstr  Sm'  the  most  active 

and  arjkicis^  cxfTDoos  besn^  used  to  prerent  the  captnre  of  oor 

Traie ;  ncc  isiul  wi^i^   from  joar  zeal,  and  perfect  know- 

Inifr  cif  ii>e  imporuni  senrSoe  committed  to  your  charge,) 

neoDss&TT  for  me  to  do  nxae  than  obserre,  that  there  never 

IS  a  season  when  more  constant  and  active  attention  was 


•  t.Mner.  nwW.  ]>eciiAr,  Kstok,  Icm^ai,  Hak^xiB,  DeHoow  Gma-fidf. 
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required  at  Gibraltar,  and  in  the  Straits,  than  the  present,  in 
order  to  prevent  our  Trade  from  being  captured.  I,  therefore, 
shall  only  add,  that  I  consider  the  Garrison  and  Commerce, 
within  the  limits  of  your  command,  as  properly  protected  and 
freed  from  annoyance  or  capture  by  the  Enemy's  Gun-boats, 
as  is  possible  for  a  Naval  force  to  accomplish.  I  have  also 
the  most  full  confidence  in  your  indefatigable  exertions  to 
frustrate  the  intentions  of  the  Enemy  on  all  occasions.  You 
will,  in  addition  to  these  important  services,  bear  in  mind 
their  Lordships'  intentions  relative  to  the  sending  and  bring- 
ing the  mails  to,  and  from  Lisbon ;  and  so  soon  as  a  greater 
force  can  be  spared,  I  shall  place  them  under  your  command, 
for  the  more  perfect  protection  of  our  Commerce,  and  for 
securing  supplies  of  provisions  from  the  Coast  of  Barbary, 
intended  for  the  comfort  of  the  Garrison,  and  also  for  the 
purpose  of  getting  the  mails  to  and  from  Lisbon,  or  commu- 
nicating with  the  Squadron  off  Carthagena.  Rear- Admiral 
Sir  Richard  Bickerton,  who,  it  is  probable,  I  shall  soon  leave 
in  the  temporary  command  of  the  Mediterranean  Fleet,  (under 
whose  command  you  will,  of  course  be,)  will  do  everything  in 
his  power  to  strengthen  your  force,  and  enable  you  to  carry 
my  instructions  into  full  effect 

You  are  at  liberty  to  shift  your  Flag  from  the  Guerrier  on 
board  any  of  the  Ships  or  Vessels  under  your  command ;  and 
it  is  recommended  by  their  Lordships  always  to  have  one 
in  the  Bay  ready  to  man  the  Gun-boats.  You  will  inform 
Rear-Admiral  Sir  Richard  Bickerton  of  your  proceedings, 
from  time  to  time,  during  my  absence  from  the  Mediter- 
ranean, in  order  that  he  may  be  a  judge  of  what  frirther  force 
may  be  necessary,  or  for  changing  any  Ships  or  Vessels  under 
your  orders;  and  you  will  also,  when  it  may  be  necessary, 
communicate  with  the  Admiralty  direct,  as  it  might  very 
much  retard  your  correspondence  to  send  your  letters  through 
the  Rear- Admiral ;  but  you  will,  as  early  after  as  possible, 
transmit  Sir  Richard  copies  thereof,  that  he  may  be  in  full 
possession  of  every  information  relative  to  Gibraltar.  I 
must  also  desire  to  recommend  that  you  frequently  consult 
with  General  Fox,  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  in  what  manner 
the  Squadron  under  your  command  may  be  made  most  ser- 
viceable for  the  real  comforts  of  the  Garrison,  and  to  prevent 


[1805. 

hwfht  TmLmjh  Gmi-borts;  andaki, 

ID  \m  Ibyeitj^  Sone^  dnt 

gooQ  iBMiwuiniig  ■  pre* 

Ac  Gofcmor^  nal  ft  imitnil  an 

tAepboefiv  die  dffrnff 

I  BHI  <■■>  dciil€  toit  JOfl  tnOHBIlt  A  COpJ 

ID  Tke-Adamal  CoDiiigwood, 
Rjckfld  BiftfitODy  §af  tiirir  in- 


TO  Air&AXMB  DAVSOX.  I8Q. 


,  Mf  Sldi,  1600. 


^  aS  an- leOHs  kaie  been  Knt  to  Eo^bod^  I  loicyw  Doduog 

■H^ ;  fast  I  liope  Ttfj^  ^erj  mm  to  tike  joa 

I  iHi  M  ■nexMie  s  too  cki  €OPCgifc»    But 

B^CRtoD*^  diHneo  flabnntioiif  lidfloo  would 

iIeik  <v  deady  the  giflgjit  nmi  in  bis  IVoKflBon 

Tnpa^^,  rrer  siv.     Nov,  ahi!  I  am  nothing — ^perhaps 

uare  fcr  midbrtmies  wUdi  may  happen,  and 

havv  happeoed.     When  I  feDoir  mj  Ofwn  head,  I  am,  in 

gcaen!,  moch  moie  conect  in  mj  judgment,  than  fi>lIowiDg 

^  crcucQ  of  ocbeis.     I  resisted  the  opinion  of  General 

Ihtiguui  xniixmation  till  it  ironld  hare  been  the  height  of 

ptfjMunpoan  to  hare  carried  mj  didielief  further.     I  coold 

in  the  &ce  of  Gcnenk  and  Admirak^  go  N.W.,  wben  it 

m^v^^mth  dear  that  the  Enemy  bad  gone  Sooth.    Bnt 

I  am  mkexable.    I  now  long  to  hear  that  they  are  arrired  in 

some  Fan  in  ^  BaT ;  Ibrantfl  ther  are  arrired  somewhere,  I 

can  do  twchingbot  fiet.     Then  I  diall  proceed  to  En^and 

I  can  fDT  nothing,  or  think  of  anythii^  bnt  the  loas  my 

ConntiT  has  sistained  by  General  Brereton^  anf<vtQnate, 

ill-dmedL  &he  information.     God  bless  yon ;  and  bdiere  me 

erer,  my  dear  Darison,  yonr  meet  fiuthfbl  and  aflectionate 

friend, 

Nelsov  AHD  Bnoom. 
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TO  CAPTAIN  PARKER,  H.M.  SHIP  AMAZON. 

[From  a  Copy,  in  the  Nelson  Papen.    "  25th  July.   a.m.   8*30,  hove  to,  and 
spoke  H.M.  Ship  Termagant.'* — Victory^  Log.]* 

Victory,  July  25th,  1805. 

My  dear  Parker, 
Make  haste  and  join  me.    If  all  places  fail,  you  will  find 
me  at  Spithead.    Yours  most  truly, 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 


TO  CAPTAIN  PARKER,  H.  M.  SHIP  AMAZON. 
[From  a  Copy  in  the  Admiralty.] 

^etory,  off  Cadli,  25th  July,  1804. 

Having  received  information  that  the  Combined  Fleet  was 
seen  on  the  19th  ultimo,  steering  to  the  Northward,  I  am 
proceeding  with  the  Fleet  in  pursuit  of  them  with  all  dispatch. 
You  are,  therefore,  hereby  required  and  directed  to  repair 
immediately  in  search  of  me  off  Cape  St  Vincent ;  or,  not 
finding  me  there,  you  will  make  the  best  of  your  way  off 
Ferrol,  if  you  shall  judge,  firom  information,  that  I  have  gone 
there;  otherwise,  you  will  proceed  direct  off  Ushant  or 
Ireland,  where  you  will  fall  in  with  me,  or  gain  intelligence 
where  I  am  gone  to.  But,  in  the  event  of  not  gaining  informa- 
tion of  me,  or,  on  your  arrival  at  either  of  those  places,  you 
should  learn  that  I  am  returned  into  Port,  it  is  my  direction 
that  you  immediately  repair  to  Spithead,  and  acquaint  the 
Secretary  of  the  Admiralty  thereof.  As  the  Amazon  is  the 
only  Frigate  attached  to  the  Squadron,  I  have  no  occasion 
to  request  that  you  will  use  your  utmost  endeavours  to  join 

me. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

*  *'  On  the  '2Ath  of  July,  the  Decade  joined  from  Admiral  Collingwood,  yet  atill  no 
information  of  the  Enemy.  The  Fleet  weighed  at  Noon  and  stood  for  Ceuta:  during 
the  night  they  remained  in  the  Gat  with  variable  winds  and  a  thick  fog.  On  [t.  e. 
in]  the  next  day,  the  25th,  the  Termagant  joined  with  an  account  that  tiie  Combined 
Fleet  had  been  seen  by  the  Curieux  Brig,  on  the  19th,. standing  to  the  Northward. 
Having  passed  the  Straits  and  communicated  with  Admiral  Collingwood,  the 
Squadron  under  Lord  Nelson  bore  away  to  the  Westward,  and  then  prooeeded  eff 
Cape  St.  Vincent,  with  a  view  to  go  more  Northward,  or  to  aiet  ••  oijrounurtasoes  of 
intelligence  might  render  necessary."— «C/arA«  and  M* Arthur,  vol.  ii. 
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TO  imxijuf  MJkmu>£s,  bq«  AOKnurr. 


ISA,  l-tti,  wK  Ct 

Sr. 

At  faar  o'clock  diis  mnming  I  recciTcd  from  TJA^m^  dmn^ 
a  newspaper,  an  aocoont  of  the  aniTalof  the  Caiieoz«  and  of 
her  baring  frOen  in  with  the  Enemy's  Fleet  from  Ae  West 
Indies,  and  I  know  its  tme  from  mj  words  being  repeated: 
tbeiefare,  IihaIInock»eamoment,afterI  bareoomnranicated 
with  Adminl  CoUingwood,  in  getting  to  the  Ncvthwaid  to 
either  Ferrol,  Ireland  or  Udiant,  as  infionnation  or  arcmn- 
itfanres  mar  point  oat  to  be  proper.  I  shall  wish  to  bring 
eleren  Sail  of  the  line  with  me,  althoogli,  when  a  jmictxMi  is 
formed,  two  Sail  of  the  Line  will  be  wanted  tat  the  Mediter- 
nmean  senrice,  and  one  or  two  off  Cadii,  if  the  Bamifies  and 
ninstiioas^  do  not  letom  here  from  the  West  In&flL  I  hare 
pointed  oot  to  Vice- Admiral  CoQingwood  and  Bear- Admiral 
Sv  Richard  Bickoton,  mj  ideas  of  the  serrioes  required  of 
them,  particolarij  the  latter,  inside  the  Mediterranean.  I 
win  not  detain  the  Pidde  one  moment  longer  than  to  say  that 
I  am.  Sir,  &c 

Nklsov  Ajn>  BnoHTB. 

Victory — Fit  for  service. 

CanopQS — ^Ditto,  bat  woold  be  bett^  dodged  before  the 
winter. 

Spencer — Fit  for  service. 

Saperb — Must  be  docked,  and  a  new  fore-mast. 

Belleisle — Wants  docking. 

Donegal — Wants  docking ;  but  not  so  much  as  Belleble. 

Conqueror  ^ 

Tigre 

Spartiate 

Leyialhan 

Swiftsiire 

The  whole  of  the  Ships  are  complete  to  bear  four  months, 
and  in  perfect  health. 

*  Vke-Ainnl  Colliiifwood  had  went  tboM  Sliips,  on  tbe  27th  of  May,  to  reia- 
torce  LqH  Ndton  in  the  West  laiiet. 


1 


Fit  for  service. 


jet.  46.]  LETTERS.  497 

TO  VICE-ADMIRAL  COLUNGWOOD. 
[Aatognipbi  in  the  possession  of  the  Hon.  Mrs.  Newnham  Collingwood.J 

Victory,  July  2dth,  1805. 

My  dear  Collingwood, 

We  are  in  a  fresh  Levanter.     You  have  a  Westerly  wind ; 

therefore  I  must  forego  the  pleasure  of  taking  you  by  the 

hand  until  October  next,  when,  if  I  am  well  enough,  I  shall 

(if  the  Admiralty  please)  resume  the  Command.     I  am  very 

far  from  well;  but  I  am  anxious  that  not  a  moment  of  the 

services  of  this  Fleet  should  be  lost     Amazon  is  the  only 

Frigate  I  take  with  me,  and  she  has  not  joined  from  Gibraltar : 

I  send  her  orders.     I  feel  disappointed,  my  dear  friend,  at  not 

seeing  you :  so  does  Admiral  Murray  and  many,  I  am  sure, 

in  this  Fleet     May  God  bless,  and  send  you  alongside  the 

Santissima  Trinidada;  and  let  me  see  you  in  perfect  health, 

and  ever  believe  me,  my  dear  Collingwood,  your  most  faithftil 

and  affectionate  friend. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

Termagant  came  to  me  at  four  o'clock  this  morning,  off 
Tarifia.  It  turns  out  he  had  all  my  things  from  Gibraltar ; 
but  as  I  fancied  he  came  from  Lisbon,  I  would  not  allow  him 
to  stop,  except  to  deliver  your  letters ;  and  he  has  carried  alt, 
even  to  my  last  shirt,  back  again. 


TO  VICE-ADMIRAL  COLLINGWOOD. 

[From  a  Copy  in  the  Admiralty.] 

Victory,  off  Cadiz,  July  25th,  1805. 

Sir, 
I  am  proceeding  with  the  Squadron  which  I  brought  with 
me  from  the  West  Indies  to  the  Northward,  in  search  of  the 
Combined  Squadron.  I  have  therefore  to  desire  that  you  will 
continue  on  the  service  you  have  hitherto  been  employed  on, 
off  Cadiz.  But  I  must  beg  leave  to  submit  to  your  considera- 
tion a  paper  containing  my  ideas  of  the  number  of  stations 
necessary  to  be  occupied  inside  the  Mediterranean,  which  I 

VOL.  VI.  K  K 


TT  ly^i^mim-^r  hH  Tir^Aiin  4»  HMHrt^r, 


V  J^nir  :5«ii.  I?»«> 


?je: 


^jtPtf'Jxat  'iL  -incwic  if  5c.     Tie 


tpjom,  m  3ie  J 


Ta-»e  Tjot   jttt: 


e/>^jitfs  ^J  £mj  Kjrdta,  a  s  only 


C^anfaiifted  Fleet 
ImsL  pco- 
of  witduDg 
of  »^^<"«itiiig  the 
MetfaeiiJUfii,  wiD  de- 
in  posBcaBioo  of 
fcrme,  in  conse- 
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quence  of  orders  which  have  been  sent  to  Vice- Admiral  Col- 
lingwoodf  respecting  the  removal  of  many  Frigates  and  Sloops 
from  stations  to  which  I  had  thought  it  pn^r  to  appoint 
them ;  and  as  I  am  totally  ignorant  if  their  Lordships  have 
appointed  others  in  their  room,  I  send  you  a  copy  of  my 
ideas  of  the  force  which  is  necessary  for  the  different  stations, 
which  I  have  sent  to  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admi- 
ralty ;  and  as  you  are  as  fully  sensible  as  I  am,  of  the  neces- 
sity of  keeping  the  force  on  those  stations,  and  most  particu- 
lariy  that  of  Malta,  (without  which  force  the  Island  could  have 
no  commerce,  or  even  communication  with  any  place,  from 
the  numerous  French  Privateers  in  that  neighbourhood,  and 
both  the  Inhabitants  and  Troops  would  be  reduced  to  a  very 
disagreeable,  if  not  distressing  situation,)  I  shall  only  take  the 
Amason  Frigate  with  me ;  and  as  soon  as  I  get  to  any  fiorce 
which  may  render  my  present  one  unnecessary,  I  shall  detach, 
(NT  recommend  it  to  my  Superior  Officer,  two  Sail  of  the 
Line  to  reinforce  you«  I  will  not  {uresume  to  say  anything 
further  on  the  duties  of  the  Commanding  Officer  in  the  Me- 
diterranean station,  as  you  have,  before  my  arrival,  and  since 
my  departure  for  the  West  Indies,  filled  the  post  with  so 
much  ability  and  honour  to  yourself  and  advantage  to  your 
King  and  Country.  I  am,  I  do  assure  you.  Sir,  with  the 
highest  respect  and  esteem,  your  most  humble  servant. 

Nelson  and  Bbonte. 


TO  WILLIAM  MARSOEN,  ESQ.,  ADMIRALTY. 

[Origin^],  in  the  Admiralty.  **  26th  July.  Noon.  Squadron  in  eompany,  Ca(« 
St.  Mar/a  N.  45  W.,  dUtanee,  17^  leagaes«— Fidoiya  Log.  Admiral  ColUngwood'a 
Squadron  in  sight  to  the  Eastward.'*— -^i^iwU  Log.} 

Viotory,  at  Sea,  July  26th»  1S05. 

Sir, 
Not  having  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing,  or  hearing  from 
Rear- Admiral  Sir  Richard  *Bickerton,  during  my  short  stay 
inside  the  Straits,  I  am  totally  ignorant  of  the  orders  he  may 
have  received  from  their  Lordships  during  my  absence,  and 
having  yesterday  morning,  at  four  o'clock,  received  informa- 
tion from  Vice-Admiral  Collingwood,  by  the  Termagant, 
(through  the  channel  of  a  newspaper  from  Lbbon,)  that  the 


jw  mriK  ams. 


tke  Wot  bfia  l»d  gone  to  Ae 
hdarr^  mm  %o  wrJL  wmdfct^e  Tmii  ilj 
T,  »  tu  Tke- AdHi^  m  ccBmieattj  to 
«f  Cado.  I££s«gc«aii  to  ace  Ub,  bat  fiom  die  cofKi 
t&cfr  LorMipr  c<de&  AcL  wUii  W  Km  K  oo  Che  20A 
I  flaere  bees  rroihifd  to  jadee  die  fixoe  in  mj  opinioo 
rj  fsr  ^^xkafiar  Cadiz,  Inc^  as  vdl  as  far  watdmig 
Ae   EflKocVf  Sjaalmp  at  Catdugeiiay  and  die  tAfer  iiii- 


Vke-ildaBnl   Coffin^vood,    and  Rear-Admiral  Sir 
d  BkkcitoB,  espies  of  wldcli  are  heiewidi  iianwnittfd, 
vidi  a  coprof  a  paper  cmilaining  nnr  ideas  of  die 
rr  Csr  die  sCatkm  off  Ca£z,aDdfibr  die  seretal 
aots  viduu  die  Mediteitaiifan,  wiuai  I 
tbeir  LoiJsIiips  vill  be  pleaaed  to  appivre  of;  at  any 
to  do  Be  tbe  jostiee  to  befiere  diat  the  anangemeots  I 
made,  hare  been  done  opoo  the  most  mature  deEbenn 
lion,  and  to  the  utBost  of  mj  abifitie&    I  am,  Su-,  Sec. 


TO  ADIOKAL  TH£  HOXOCBABLE  WILLIA3I  CORXWALUS. 
^Frofli  a  Prt»KUf»  is  ifce  p^wfiinB  of  tke  Bigkt  Hon.  Jobs  WDfoii  Crokcr.] 

yieunj,  %M  C^«  St.  Mary's,  Jnlj  ?7|]^  1805. 

My  dear  Friend, 
The  EnemT's  Heet  firom  the  West  Indies  being  certainly 
gone  to  some  Port  in  the  Bay,  I  am  j^oceeding  to  the 
Northward,  with  eleren  Sail  of  the  Line.  I  shall  either  call 
off  Cape  Clear,  or  proceed  direct  off  Ushant,  to  form  a  juno 
don  with  yoo,  as  circomstances  may,  in  my  judgment,  (from 
intelligence,)  require.  I  shall  only  hope,  after  all  my  long 
pursuit  of  my  Enemy,  that  I  may  arrive  at  the  moment  they 
are  meeting  you ;  for  my  very  wretched  state  of  health  will 
force  me  to  get  on  shore  for  a  litde  while.  I  am  ever,  my 
dear  friend,  your  most  fruthful  and  attached. 

Nelson  akd  Bbonts. 


-ST.  46.]  LETTERS.  501 

TO 

[From  a  Press-eopj  in  ibe  possession  of  tbe  Right  Hon.  John  Wilson  Croker.] 

VietofT,  off  Ch»  St,  Mu7*s,  Jnly  »27Ui,  180.%. 

Sir, 
If  you  should  fall  in  with  any  of  the  Cruiiers  belonging  to 
the  Irish  station,  you  will  submit  to  the  Captain  the  propriety 
of  receiving  my  letter  for  the  Right  Honourable  Lord  Gardner, 
or  the  Commander-in-Chief  in  Ireland ;  and  should  you  fall 
in  with  one  of  the  Honourable  Admiral  Comwallis^s  Qruiiersy 
you  will  deliver  to  him  my  letter  for  the  Commander  of  the 
Channel  fleet,  and  show  both  the  Captains  my  letter  to 
them,  and  this  one  to  you.     I  am.  Sir,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Bronte. 

Should  you  &11  in  with  no  Vessel,  you  will  send  the  letters 
to  the  Port- Admiral. 


TO  THE  RIGHT  HONOURABLE  ADMIRAL  LORD  GARDNER. 

[From  a  Press-oopy  in  the  possession  of  the  Riglit  Hon.  John  Wilson  Croker.] 

Victory,  off  Cqte  8t  Mary's,  July  27th,  1600. 

My  Lord, 
I  am  proceeding  to  the  Northward,  as  I  have  no  doubt 
that  the  Enemy's  Fleet  from  the  West  Indies  are  gone  into 
some  Port  in  the  Bay.  Should  I  receive  any  information 
which  may  lead  me  to  suppose  the  destination  of  the  Enemy 
is  Ireland,  I  shall  form  a  junction  with  you;  and  it  is  most 
probable  that  I  shall,  if  [I]  receive  no  intelligence,  make 
Cape  Clear ;  therefore,  I  shall  be  obliged  if  you  will  order 
some  of  your  Cruizers  to  look  out  for  me,  with  such  informa- 
tion as  may  enable  me  to  direct  my  further  proceedings.  I 
have  with  me  eleven  Sail  of  the  Line.  I  cannot  be  many 
days  after  the  Pickle  Schooner,  who  is  directed  to  put  this 
letter  on  board  any  Frigate  of  your  Squadron,  or  any  one 
looking  out  for  information  near  the  Channel,  which  she  may 
fall  in  with.  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the  highest 
respect,  &&  Nelson  and  Bbonts. 


[1805. 


lO  THE  CO]aLk3n>EBt  OF  AXT  FRIGATES  OR  VESSELS  OX  THE 

IRBH  OR  CHAXXEL  8TATI0X. 

of  tke  Right  Hob.  John  WOson  Croker.] 

a€Cift  Su  May't,  Jvly  27lli,  1805. 


tfe  |KU|RMly  of  cmjiDg  my  letter  to  the 

on  the  Iridi  statiooy  or  to  the  Com- 

«f  the  Chamd  Fleet,  m  yoo  may  belong  to 

It  is  of  Yciy  great  impofftanoe  the 

mppnmA;  but  I  caimot  say  of 

yoR  aie  employed  iqpon — bdng 

tlttt  I  moBt  leave  to  your  jodg- 

NsLsoH  AHD  BaoBrrB. 


or  TOL.   TL 


T  C  ScTilL  Pttatcr.  4,  Ckaadot-ctrNt  Comit-ftrdai. 


MR.  COLBURN*S 

NEW    PUBLICATIONS, 

NOW  READY. 


mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmtmmmmmmmmmm 

L 

HISTORY  OP  THE 


CAPTIVITY  OF  NAPOLEON  AT  ST.  HELENA, 

BY  GENERAL  COUNT  MONTHOLON, 

THS  SXnBOm^S  COMPASIOH  DI  BXILS,  AlTD  nSTAlOXTABT  BXBCVTOB. 

Now  fint  Tnnskted  and  Pablished,  with  the  wietkm  of  the  Author*  finm 
the  Origintl  Manuscript,  S  Tob.  8to,  28s.  hoond. 


"  GcMnlOont  MoBtholon.  Napoleoa**  eoip>nio«  la  «xite.  aad  tcslMMBttfy 
has  determined  bf  detailed  and  honeet  statementa.  to  briag  tvcfythlaff  onnaeeted  with  ^tM 
important  erent  before  the  eyes  of  driliMd  Europe.  We  haTe  read  his  Tolames  with  intenso 
interest  and  cariosity,  and  we  are  ea^er  to  acknowledfe  the  general  good  sense,  right  feeliBg. 
and  strong  desire  Ibr  impartiality  that  hare  signaliaed  them.  They  contain  innuMrabla 
passages  of  interest,  anunement.  and  tefttmation."    0»mt  JommmL 

"  This  important  work,  in  addition  to  the  history  of  the  captiTity.ooBtalnf  so  many  opInlaM 
giren  by  the  Emperor  hiassdf  opon  the  more  important  arenta  of  Ui  UCi.tliat  it  beeomcsan 
indispensable  complement  to  all  histories  of  the  epoch.  The  work  Indeed  contains  more  of 
the  intimate  thoughts  and  protMs  of  Napoleott  than  any  that  haa  hitherto  been  pobUihed.** 
—New  Monthly. 

11. 

LETTERS  OF  ROYAL  &  ILLUSTRIOUS  LADIES 

OF  GREAT  BRITAIN; 

ILLUSTRATrVE  OF  THE  HI8TORT  OV  BNGLAKD. 

Now  first  Pablished  from  the  Originals,  with  Introductory  Notices,   ' 

BY  MARY  ANN  EVERETT  WOOD. 

In  three  Volomes  small  8vo,  with  Fac-simile  Autographs,  &c. 

Price  Sis.  6d.  bound. 

"  This  coUeetion  of  letters  is  very  cnrioos  and  very  valoable.  The  general  reader  will 
derive  great  instruction  firom  Its  pagea.  and  the  reader  of  history  will  find  it  of  considerable 
senrioe.  The  editress  has  accomplished  well  a  remarkably  laborious  task.  She  has  collected 
together  the  letters  of  the  most  illustrions  women  of  England,  whose  lires  extend  orer  a 
period  of  four  centuries  and  a  half.  They  will  throw  a  very  curious  light  on  many 
passages  of  history,  and  will  thus  beooma  of  immense  senrice  to  the  historian,  besides 
being  a  most  welcome  and  interesting  addition  to  our  literature.  They  are  all  remarinble 
for  revealing  character ;  some  are  Aill  of  tenderness  and  gentleness,  others  evidently  emanate 
flmn  a  strong  mind ;  aome  are  cold,  some  warm,  some  stem,  some  proud,  some  arrogant, 
some  ftill  of  deep  feeling  and  religion.  The  editress  has  taken  infinite  pains  to  render  the 
sntifect  of  the  letters  intelligible  to  the  reader  by  prefixing  a  note,  varying  in  length  as  tha 
occasion  requires.  They  are  rendered  ftom  many  languages,  the  Latin,  Italian,  Spanish, 
Norman,  French,  Scotch,  and  antiquated  English.  The  work  certainly  deserves  a  wide 
success.  Hiss  Wood  has  laboured  assiduously  at  her  task,  and  aooomplished  It  well.  It 
required  no  ordinary  amount  of  patience  and  perseverance  to  wade  through  the  dusty  pareh- 
mcnts  and  old  MSS.  she  must  have  had  to  consult.  She  has  dipped  into  the  valuable  colleeUOn 
of  tha  Towarof  London,  seaiohed  the  British  Museum,  the  OoUsfe  of  Arms,  the  Rolls  Ifoosa, 
tiM  Chapter  House,  the  Bodleian  and  AshmoUan  Libraries,  the  BibHotheqoe  dn  Bol,  at 
Paris,  and  Archives  dn  Royaume  at  Paris,  and  many  other  soaroet  too  nomsroas  lo  ami- 
ttoned."— 5ifii<li>y  Timef, 


Mr*  CSmmts^j  Acv 


IIL 

SEVEN    YEARS'   CAMPAIGNING 

In  t|^  ^^i»«la  ab  t|r  Jtafcdaifes. 

BY  SIB  BICHABD  D.  HE!?£GAX. 

Formerl?  Head  of  the  Field  Tnin 

the  ooauDaiKlof  the  Dakeof  WeUuigtoB.    2 

•*  This  if  one  oftbe  bc^  bj  which  w« 
the  wild  adTcstm  and  altenais  leoMi 
AMMaaiil  y  make  op  the  mingled  web  of  the  lohtta'a  fife  «■ 
beet  form  for  a  nairatiTe  of  thie  kimi, — chat  of  a 
aothor  himjielf  is  the  spectator  aaA  mmttg  of  aU 
Dnke  of  WelUnfton  and  the  efaiefii  of  the  dirwiow 
campaigns ;  be  is  with  the  ann y  in  many  biiil  iiaihi  banifi»  and  by 
his  serviee,  that  of  Ordnanee  Coouniaiarx.  has  flvqnentiT  to  walk 
the  Tictory  is  won.  and  to  sapcrintcnd  the  umoial  of  the  dead  s 
nearest  town  or  fixed  quarters.    SoaK  of  the  most  interesting  paits  oC 
passing  sicetehos  of  tlie  early  life  and  character  of  som 
whom  be  foond  dead  or  dying  on  the  fiital  fleU. 
oT.hand  manner  of  a  soldier  and  are  ftdl  of  life  and  II 

IV. 

BUSSIA  UNDEK  THE  AUTOCRAT  NICHOLAS  I. 

BY  IVAN  GOLOVINE,  a  Buxiaii  Subject 

2  vols.  Bmall  8vo,  with  a  full  length  Portrait  of  the  Enqwrar.    Sis.  booid. 

**  These  ▼olamcs  are  to  be  regarded  as  the  most  anthcntie  and  cofioai  fifWiUki  « 
KuBSla  antl  her  govern  ment  that  has  yet  been  giren  to  the  workL* — Jk  ''^■"i"-  . 

**  These  are  volumes  of  an  extremely  interestiag  natore,  wwsnating  feom  the  !*«<»* 
Kusslan.  noble  by  birth,  who  has  escaped  beyond  the  reach  of  the  Ciar^  poww.  Tbc»B» 
uf  the  work  are  very  considerable.  It  throws  a  new  light  on  the  state  of  the  •■pkeJI' 
aspect,  iwlitlcal  and  domestic— Its  mannen ;  the  emid<7^abontthepahwe,eoart,  aades|Wi; 
lU  police,  its  iplos.  its  depraved  sodety,  Aec.  The  details  on  all  these  sab|eets  will  !»•■■; 
peculiarly  valuable,  as  the  author  has  enjoyed  ample  means  of  obserratifln,  and  hss  sinW 
himself  of  thom  to  the  utmost.** — Sundetg  Time$. 

V. 

ELEOANT  LITERARY  AND  PICTORIAL  PRESENT. 
in  1  vol.  8vo,  richly  hound,  price  Sis.  6d. 

EVENINGS    AT    HADDON    HALL: 

8  fbtxxti^  of  ^Ati^  anlr  S^mance^. 

EDITED  BY  THE  BARONESS  DE  CALABBELLA, 

And  superbly  embellished  with  24  steel  engravings  by  the  first  artistSt 
Fbom  Designs  bt  Geobge  Cattebmols,  Esq. 

**  This  splendid  volume  is  eertainly  one  of  the  most  beautifVil  productions  we  have  awi^ 
Tha  lUnstratkHii  by  Cattermole  are  perfect  gems.  It  is  an  annual  most  fit  to  be  oAted  ai 
Ike  dtttea  of  baanty.  taste,  and  intellect." — Literary  Gazette. 

^*mwf  eontrlbutlons  to  this  work  are  by  the  most  eminent  and  admired  writeni « 
"^1  MB  mentkm  none  of  the  tales  without  praise— fbr  all  are  excellent."— 

^iwaiiBff  woric  of  ita  kind  that  has  been  seen  since  the  Urih  of  the  ansM^ 

lOvaorti^nal  fnilns,  artistieal  skill,  and  oonsmnmate  taste  in  the  pieteriii 

I  awn  Yariatj  of  Utarair  Intarsst,  viradty  of  imaglnatifln,  and  play  of 

,  jBMfcid  aay  gBMIwrttaB  of  Its  ordsrftmn  tht  dawa  oftht  spsdos  to  tbt 


Mr.  CJknU  Nx 


THE    NEW    TIMOX; 


Second  Editkm,  Bra  fniat  6^ ;  ur  iu  Fimr  Vwg^  fBoatt  1^  M-  lotiitf  cf  ^inch 

nnj  be  bid  ■wjavtuh'  lu  oan^iktttir 


Tbe  present  poem  ecMlMiiei  tte  danneriiknr  nf  fjmMtt 

popoliir.    llie  rfwrnMeiir*  wtaiefa  it  Imkr  to  tkt  mifh.  of  l»vn»  m.  jf  fwwWA- 

ipkMM;  the  fonefUaeei  of  it*  itiiimmim,  lift  tMH4j  tf  iu  iHiiiii   ito  al&eH 

■ad  wtiiiimt.  rBCBlliiif  to  ov  wiimj  at  «v«t  ja^    fjuui:  Bmitf    md  -  Tl»  Apr 

Braue.*    Weai^rjiaiitt  in  an  fl^ieittl  BHOiBer  tA^lht  aHtlHr^  anpuslBf  iL  mmi?nn^ 

ef OP MOrt  mwrtaWr  paaitfcnl  dagacteft.  JncfaigiBr  tin  Ti\mn\\  tki  lJflk»  tfV«Ifau|MK. 

Lfltd  fitanky.  Lord  JoIib  ShmH  frOonMlL  te     Tkt  iiiiieflwUMi  tf 

launee  dodbty  piqimt  sud  aeetfiil     TIk  ttorr  wiua.  ika  ]»■■.  flatedm  tank  in 
■■chtfa«titdnBalk.aiidBncbnlK»1lHt  »  Uwhr'to  jpwAaK  • 
cAetnpoBlfaeadBibarittnatev.    TkoB  * Tlii  Kew  TIbm.    »i 
perioMedpoi;  md  tbnt  tlie  ■adnr  ii  an  hIimhr  rilawsr  iif 
Meat  of  the  i^^  it  cvteoed  in 


TWO  ROMANCES,  BY  B.  DISRAELI,  ILP. 

Aa&Mg  id '-  Cutaapn  7**  nd  ^  bj^oT 
I.  C05TAfim  FLEIOSG.— 2*  ALBOT. 


Tbe  two  Bflmncci  nmamm^  m  1  v^Aum*,  fMk  tmu  vift  ft  PflrtaBt  flf 


VJJI. 

SKETCHES  FROM  LIFE, 

BY  THE  LATE  LAMAX  BLANCHARD; 

BY  Sm  EDWABD  BLXWEK  LYTTOX,  BABT. 
In  3  n)k^  with  P^ctiMt  aiid  Ei«r»«Mp^  iy  OXnn^^ 

Af  AABSmm  aid  fStadr  n^wt  lAMir  vwa  AZkMfd 


bat  to  be  ffad  ta  W  adtaavi.     I^  aB  ii^i"W  1^  vp  IhlM*  «ii«ri^  »D 


t 


IX 


CONFESSIONS  or  A  WATER  PATIENT. 

BT  OR  EDWJLMD  Bt'LWBK  I.lfTXOX, 


X.  JL  THIESSr  HISTOST 
CONSULATE    AND   THE    EMPIRE 


9 

TO  HB  mSICBT  or  THE  JSE5CH  SET<X£1101. 


BT  HFQKBES  CAXFBELI^  ESQ. 


_  _  b« 


Xke  cftoft ^a»^de  a  i^SrH  the 


XI. 

LTV  ES  OF  THE  EJNGS  OF  ENGLAND. 

BY  THOMAS  B09SC0E»  ESQ. 

XqL  I.  ctmgiS^rig  WILLIAM  THE  CONQUEROR.    Printed  and  IIhi&- 

Sffiillirf  Lms  oT  tke  Qbkbs  c£  Engiaiid, 
l€i.  «d.  klQIid.     (JvitMd^.) 

ofl^  pMt  aai  the  Hlgkty  of  the  earth. 


NEW   EDITIONS 

OP 

Xnterofttliiff  Works, 

JUST  PUBLISHED  BY  MR.  COLBURN. 


1. 

A  FOURTH  EDITION  of  the  CRESCENT  AND  THE 

CROSS.    By  Eliot  Wabbubtov,  Esq.    2  voU.  21s. 

2. 

A  THIRD  EDITION  of  REVELATIONS  OF  RUSSU 

in  1846.    2  vols.  2l8. 

3. 

A  SECOND    EDITION   of   LADY   HESTER    STAN- 

HOPE'S  MEMOIRS.    3  toIs. 

4. 

A  THIRD    EDITION   of   MR.    DISRAELI'S    SYBIL. 

3  vols. 

5. 

A  SECOND    EDITION    of   MEMOIRS    OF    PRINCE 

CHARLES  STUART.    By  C.  L.  Klosb,  Esq.    2  vols. 

6. 

A  SECOND  EDITION  of  the  DUKE  OF  WELLING- 
TON'S MAXIMS  AND  OPINIONS.    8vo.  12s. 

7. 

A  SECOND  EDITION  of  the  DIARY  AND  MEMOIRS 

OF  SOPHIA  DOROTHEA,  CONSORT  OF  GEORGE  L    2  toIb. 

8. 

A  SECOND  EDITION  of  REVELATIONS  OF  SPAIN 

in  1846.    2  vols.  21s. 

9. 

A  NEW  and  REVISED  EDITION  of  MISS  STRICK- 

LAND'S  "  LIVES  OF  THE  QUEEN'S  OF  ENGLAND.**  8  yoU. 
IDs.  6d.  each. 

10. 

A  SECOND    EDITION    of    LETTERS    OF    MARY 

QUEEN  OF  SCOTS.    Edited  by  Miss  Stricu^kp.    2  vols.  21s. 

11. 

A  THIRD   EDITION   of   the   REV.    R.    COBBOLD'S 

HISTORY  OF  MARGARET  CATCHPOLE     1  voL,  with  Plates. 
10s.  6d. 

12. 

A  SECOND    EDITION    of    MB.    WHITE'S    THREE 

YEARS  IN  CONSTANTINOPLE.  3  vob.,  with  34  HlostrationB.  24s 
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MB.  BURKFS  EXTINCT.  DORMANT,  AND 

SUSPENDED  PEERAGES. 
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